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~~ DENR suspends -
protected area accord
with Socorro village

By BELLA CARIASO

R PR B et 27, L

Environment Secretary Maria An-
tonia Yulo-Loyzaga 13resterclay ordered
the suspension of the Protected Area

Community-Based Resource Manage-

ment Agreement (PACBRMA) of the

controversial Socorro Bayanihan Services'

Inc. (SBSI) in Sitio Kapihan in Socorro
town, Surigao del Norte amid various
allegations against the group, including

child marriage in the hillside community,

Loyzaga said that the suspension
order was necessary pending further
investigation into Socorro’s alleged £ross
violation of the terms and conditions of
the PACBRMA.

“The DENR will work with the Depart-

ment of the Interior and Local Govern-

ment, Department of Social Welfare and

Development (DSWD), the Department
of Human Settlements and Urban De-
velopment, the provincial government of
Surigao del Norte and other authorities to
ensure the smooth and peaceful enforce-
ment of the suspension notice and the
possible resettlement of the occupants,”
the DENR said. .

The DENR added that a PACBRMA is
alegal instrument between the DENR and
tenured migrant groups to develop and
conserve a portion of a protected area for
a 25-year period.

The DENR said that as early as 2019
it started its investigation on the alleged
violations of SBSI including restriction of
entry in the area, establishment of checl.

oints and military-like training; resigna-
tion of teachers, uniformed personnel ang
barangay officials and establishment of
structures within the area. '

“In 2021 and 2022, the DENR calleq
the attention of SBSI on the recurrin
violations. In both instances, there wag
no response from them,” the DENR sajq.

In an advisory, DSWD denied yester.
day a circulating social media post that
the agency had delisted beneficiaries of
Pantawid Pamilyang Pilipino Program
(4Ps) who are members of SBSI.

However, 4Ps households foung
to have given their cash grants to the
group will, instead, undergo “social age

management” to be guided on how the
assistance should be used.

“Secretary (Rex) Gatéha;hanir?;gl oot

ered an investigahc?n to” eterminet
gehind this false claims,” DSWD added.

Muiltiple violations

Sen. Ronald dela Rosa, chairman of the
Senate committee on public order who
presided over the SBSI public hearing
on Sept. 28, said that while the leaders
denied that their community is a cult,

- information about the group’s activities

would qualify them as one.

“Well per our standard, if you will
really research the meaning of the cult,
they will really qualify as a cult, blind
obedience, strict reverence to a single

ersonality, it turns out they're a cult, they
don’t want to admit it,” Dela Rosa said in
an interview over ANC, [

“We've seen so many violations, like
forced marriages for minors, forced sex,
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forced labor, violation of the right to
travel, violation of the right to formal -

education, they have many violations and
these have to be addressed,” he noted.
Dela Rosa said his office received a let-
ter from Socorto municipality, requesting
an investigation into the alleged illegal

activities of forced labor, arranged chilq

marriages and rape.

“There were accounts of abuses:
sexual, physical and even psychological.
Accusations of human trafficking, private
armies and the operation of a shabu labo.-
ratory were also reported to my office,”
he noted.

“It is bad enough for us to commit

crimes against one another, but if anq

when the alleged crimes are done to in-

. nocent children, to those who have yet

to make and see their own future, then

it is much, much worse and horrifying,"
he said.

Dela Rosa said his committee intends
to conduct the next public hearing in
Socorro municipality in Surigao del

Norte to save expenses, as members of

the committee are less than the number

of resource persons who are required to

attend the proceedings.
-He said when the news broke out that

- the Senate would investigate alleged il-

legal activities of a cult operating under
the name of SBSI, some senators expected
that they would be accused of discrimi-
nating and meddling with the affairs of
religion or affairs of private associations.
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“Our concern is that in the guise of

. beliefs and religion, peace and order in
society, the safety and welfare of our

. people are now allegedly threatened.
Every person has the right to practice his
or her beliefs and religion, it is allowed
by the state. But this right does not entitle
one to inflict harm over another,” Dela
Rosa said. :

Meanwhile, Manila 6th District Rep.
Bienvenido Abante Jr. hinted there could
be politics behind the issues that hound
SBSIL -

“ Although I can call for amotu propio -
investigation on that matter, there is a
need to consider this carefully. Number
one, is this political?” he told reporters

 yesterday during the Balitaan sa Harbor '
View media forum in Manila.

Abante also said the issue on the
group being a religious organization is
also tricky as the Constitution ensures

- freedom of religion.

“We have a constitutional provision
to not intervene with religion because
they are free to be able to do their own
religiolis profession.” .

As chairperson of the House of Repre-
sentatives’ committee on human rights,
Abante said Congress would study if the
group committed human rights violations
particularly on minors allegedly ordered

by its leaders. :

“We could intervene if there is a crime

committed. If minors are being wed, if
there are no papers or signed marriage
~ contracts, only rituals, what crimes were
committed?” he asked. .

. — With Sheila Crisostomo, Cecille

Suerte Felipe, Ghio Ong -
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Scientists need not

" be fence-sitters,

diplomats need not -

be disengaged

OME- !
- § ONTHE
ONE CONTRARY
called —_—
me out p. ANTONIO
recent- (GONTRERAS
ly, and

accused me of being partisan and
of undermining not only the nature
of science but contradicting the very
essence of environmental diplomacy
and negotiations, an academic pro-
gram in which Tam currently involved
in delivering.

People have this mistaken notion

that scientists like me cannot take .

sides in a controversy, more so if it
is about political issues. They argue
that we cannot advocate for certain
positions. »ContrerasAS

R e S
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Sc:|ent|sts need not be fence 5|tters

Thereis a]so this prevailing notron that

diplomacy is about pencemakmg and :
P omay . enceinadvocating for policy preferences

it can only be achieved through diser-
gaged, drspasslonate readiness to.enter

into compromises and cooperatron N

Diplomats are imaged as nonpamsan
conflict resolvers and managers.
. Iwasbemga:conatedbysomefor

allegedly having the temerity to teach
,errvuonmental drplomacy, yet project
a contrarian, a view. I was be-
ing called out for Iy Vigorous defense
of the Masungi Georeserve Foundation
e (MGH), effectively takingits side as
rtmgagesnotonlyland specu,lato[s and
watershed syndicates, butevensometop
brass of the Department of Environ-

academic journals, client advocates ,

muldﬁndmmngrnusmgtherrscr—

 to political actors and decision-makers.

Beyond client advocacy, there are' :

" issue advocates. These are scientists

who areno longer confined to, provid-.
_ing advice to policy decision-makers -

and advocates. They now become -
advocates themselves, engaged in

actual political action such as s joining ‘

or leading a social movement.

On the other hand, drplomacy,'~
far from being a disengaged neutral -
ground, is actually populated by rep-

 resentatives of parties in a conflict or

ment and Natural Resources (DENR) "

Tt is time to correct the wrong im-,

pression that scientists are destined
“to befence-sitters and that diplomats

are bound by the ethos’ of disen-
gagement. I would like to take this

_opportunity to debunk the lie that

environmental diplomacy is about
being in the middle of a conflict and

of having a Tinkerbell personallty "
clothed with a kumbaya attitude.” -
While there are sdentists who are.

* mainly involved in detached, theoreti-

cal endeavors, there are those who are

considered as dlient advocates, or those

who actively render advice to decision- -

makers, both elected and appomted,
as well as other political stakehold‘
ers. While basic scientists would no
endeavor to influence polmcal ation
~ and would be content in presenting
therr works in sdentific conferences

and publishing these in peer mewed wherepeopleareameaedtoshedthelr

La —~——

a dispute. The image of diplomats as -
neutral, disinterested bearers of non-

paitisan agenda is a jaded concept that -

can be assodiated with an emissary, an . -

rrnagethatstartedﬁ'omhowtheGreelG
 practiced early forms of dlplomacy ,

Ermssaneswerenotdrplomatsbutmere
messengers. Even the Proxemus, an-

., other precursor ‘of modem drplomats. '

wmgrventhelanmdetobepamsan,
While the Proxemus initially mediates

aconflict byfeungandduungthewar .

ring parties, he is not prevented from
talangsdesrfhlsattempttomendthe
differences should fail and lead to war.

Modem diplomacy is:not limited
to being disengaged, drspassronate'
and pleasant. Diplomacy is.an instr-

'mentofthestateasanaltematrveto

wat. Diplomats are not only found
in so-called neutral govemmg bodies -
like the Uniited Nati ithe
sodiation of Southmst’ Asi

nauonal aﬁihatrons Mone often, they

. are ambassadors and’ consuls thatare

tasked to represent their states’ interests
in bilateral and multrlateral settings,
 Internally, wrtlnn the country, dlplo-
macy rand negotiation is not just in the
provrnoe of professional mediators, or
even in goyernment agencres whose
marn]obtstooverseethemanagemmt
of conflict. Internal diplomacy and
‘negotiation is. found in the interorga- -
nizational dynarmcs that éxist l)etwem
and’ among slakeholders, givén more,
rmpemswhm thererscornpetmon and
conflict. Drplomac.y is about conflict
resolution, butitis not limited to being
pleasant and likable. Itis not about fos-"
tering violence, butit requrres assatrve
nessand the readinessto playhardball
ne familiar with the theories
of mtanatmnal relatrons lmows that
“being drplornatrc is not ]ust about
being reserved, Realist theory posits
that conﬂrct is avoided not because
of the pacrﬁc intention of pames,
but because of the balance produced
by their aggressive pursuit of power
-and secunty Realists believe that it is
naivete to believe that cooperation is
the natural condmon of politics and
not conflict. Neo-réalists. furthEr argite |
‘thatwhile statesaremherentlyproneto
conflict, actual conflict can be averted

i

in sityations in which there is balance ‘

of power Thisbalance ofpowercannot
be achieved by one party bowing or
belng subservrent to the other. While .

uld challenge this and
ation as thie opﬁon to-

: solve conﬂrcts, cuirent global reahty

revealsthatthrslsanunreahstrcxd&l

'Ihlsrstruemthecaseofenvrron- 4

* mental issues in the country. The case

, ofMasungusapefectexampleofhow

cooperation can be merely mouthed
by many stakeholders, but actually the
. environment is engaged by self-interest

. seekingactors who would even use their '
powerand influence to threaten, orbuy,
stateactors to do therrbrddmg Theuse .

of political violence, or the threat of it,

n rsnot]ustresortedtobyoollntl'l&hke

. China or the United Statés. It can also
be deployed by watershed syndrcates
. Andin this context, diplomacy reqmres
- going heyond a smiling face. .. -

.. We speak of cooperation as an’

rdeal and we have bodies that are
supposed to be mediators of con- .
flict. The memorandum of : agree-

- ment signed between the DENR and
MGEFI in 2017 speaks of coopera-

. tion, while the ‘steefing committee

thatis yetto be convened should be

avenue to further this cooperation. -

Unfortunately, platforms de-
srgned to foster dialogue are now

, effectively controlled by local power-

ful forces. The DENRs s supposed to

be a mediator of conflict, However,
ithasbecorne a party to the conflict,

wrth some of jts top ofﬁcrals display--

mg open hostility toward MGEL

Under this political landscape, sci-

ence cannot afford to just fence-sit. .
Dlplomacy demands assertiveness.

Negotiations should promote en-

. vironmental protection and social

justice by speaking truth to- bullres
and their enablers i government
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, _ﬁ_TﬁfY € PHOTOS BY HENRY FMpERo
OTOLAN, Zambales—In-a
-coastal barangay here, three roads
apPProachingthe sea abruptly .
come to a dead end. It didn't usg
to be like this, village chief Celso Dagsaan’
told the BusinesMirror last Wednesday, as
he stood Where the black asphalt dropped

T
o

to the coastal e10sion that maws
away at the barangay :urgcs:;mr
surge after Surge durin,
weather, with each push_andpull
ﬁ,mglmdbﬂkihlo the sea.
“That's why we have been put-
ting up @ wall of boulders to pro-
tect us from the sea. But even this
may not be enough,” he lamented.
"Seq those k’-d;:u( there?” he
said, pointing at six girls playin
ontheP::lmﬂﬂ “That’s where l-hE
barangay fish landing port uzed to
be. And somewhere close by was

meters from the end of the road

Jow the high tide mark where the
wet gand starts sloping down

coastal road connecting the three

- recalled.
u'hamd there,’ he said point-

E:}Elt's ‘where a big house owned by
an American used to be. But you
can't see it anymOTe; the sea has
claimed it
isappearing fand ;

gL.GmNS village wasnt named
“Bangan’ for nothing. '[In the Zam-
bal dialect, it means river mo

re the river
or estuary, 3 ice.g::_eu”y‘ came

sea.
tﬁ“;:!m&l?i.lxin words aestus (the

“This has been goling on for |
years, Dagsaan Eaid, referring |

he parked his tricycle, be--
eply into the water. Dagsaan
::?dpgls very spot was where the -

wum:und. Coconut trees lined

some 15 meters into the sea, ©

DATE

Z-_*}"m »ales:sq
d fortune—

" tide) and aestus (boil), and this vil-

lage sitting on sandy shore had suf-
fered both the turmoil of the seas
ebb and flow and the reiling cur-
rent of the nearby Bucao River that
- drains from Mount Pinatubo.
| Ower time, Dagsaan said, ris-
ing tide has taken out almest one-
third of his barangay’s land-area.
This is characteristic of what are
considered as high-energy coasts,
where waves are pawerful for a

. significant part of the year and the

rate of erosion far exceeds the rate
of deposition, or the dropping on
the shore of materials carried by
the sea.

Daggaan observed that when

_ the Bucan River with its lahar de-

bris rampages downstream during
typhoans, the churning river car-
rent meets the equally surging sea

on, This viclent union sends
river current and sea waves crash-
ing into Barangay Bangan, scour-

ATACO Jolnt painted

Lwitwa, asurfing @

nml:m!ly

(n$an Fllpo, Zambales. wxavouris

ing the coast, and eating away at

“It's true that evosion has been
reducing our land area, but I no-
ticed that people here only began

i
|

i losing houses when they began

building  concreta bungalows,”
Dagsaan sald. "When people had
houses simply bullt on wooden
stilts, the sea only surged past

niuch fate—

epends on

the'ey 'tz‘l‘i'llainrgi Ng chor'c

through under them and they we
hardly damaged” he observed. -
The village council had long re-
quested for a seawall or a epur dike
to direct the force of Bucao River
away, but the project seemed daunt-
ing even then. “When Ruben Tor-
res was still congressman [some-
time between 2001 and 2004 when
the former Labot Secretary who
hails from this town represented
the Second District of Zambales],
we proposed the construction of 3
seawall here, but [Torres] told us he
- can't use all of these finds for just
one barangay” Dagsaan recalled.
That's how big the nesded funding
for the project already was at tbat
time, i

Recently, a foundation d0n2"
ed 20 truckloads of armor rotk%
but Bangan needed more, the Vi

" lage chief pointed oue.

_ “It's good that a company bullt
2 jetty nearby and this has some”
what deflected the water of Buca®
River, but stlll the surging sea 152
problem for us, What we really

needis s feawall” he added.

CoMTINUED ON A2
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Today, Dagsaan said that Bangan is
being used by some people as an example
of why a dredging project of the Zambales
provincal government shouldn't be, with
claims that dredging has caused coastal
erosion in the Botolan area.

| “That is so far from the truth,” Dag-
#aan pointed out. “Years and years before
the dredging project, we already suffered
from coastal erosion. It started in 1972,
when we lnst the barangay plaza ™

In fact, Dagsaan said, around 300 me-
ters of Bangan's coast has been lost to the
sea, and a total of 162 houses have been
destinyed since the 19805,

Chaked rivers, surging sea !
THE dredging program being undertaken
by the Zambales provincial government
was precisely designed to rehahilitate the
river systems In Zambales, which were
silted by sand and other debris ejected by
Mount Pinatubo in 1991, said Gov. Her-
mogenes Ebdane Jr, who was formerly
Secretary of the Department of Public
Warks and Highways.

validated by local observation and experi-
ence, and mare important, it is based on
science. We have to do this for everyone's
sake,” the governor had stressed.

Ebdane also stressed the recent fiopds
caused by typhoons “Egay” and “Falcon®
merely “provided compelling reason for
the provincial government to inteng|
dredging operations” and pointed g,
that mast fooding eccurred in barangay,
when tributary rivers emanating from the
Maunt Pinatubo area overflowed.

“Thus, it is crucial that these areas
which are natural catchbasing for g
ments should be dredged immediately 54
more rains are expected, so that we cyp
create bigger drainage areas that wil] con-
Mey river water to the sea mare efficienty
he explained. !

t According tp, experts
iy ___‘?Sﬁfaﬂ R

L ]
lize materials sjected in voleanic ary

voleanic materials were ejected by py.
natubo blasts from 1991 to 1994, T,
eruptions filled nearby valleys with by-
roclastic materials, but raing over time
brought these pyroclastic deposits jny,
river systems around Pinatubo.

i Two-thirds of the total volume of
deposics—about 7.3 billion cubic me.
ters, went down to Zambales lowlands
through major tributary rivers that
drain from the Pinatubo area: Bucao in
| Botolan, Santo Tomas in San Marciss,
_and Maloma in San Felipe.

Ebdane said that following Boadipgs
due to silted waterwags—capped by tha

“Our river rehabilitation program is .

who. studfeq

tions, some 11 billion cubic meters of

]
i
i
i
!

" uiibales Provincial Engineer's

SHIFTING S

CHILDREN playat the dite of tha old fish anding part that
wat bost to coastal

Basgan.

S, CHANGING LIVES

severe flooding and landslides in the prov-
ince during typhoon "Odette” in Septem-
ber 2013 —consultations among local gov-
units and national g

to seek solutions resulted in ths
bales River

agencies
fi lation in 2014 of the Z
Rehabilitation Program.
‘Then in Octocber 2019, the Depart-
ment of Environment and Matural Re-
sources (DENR) jasued Department Order
No. 13-2019, which rationalized dredging
in heavily silted river channels of Bucap,
Maloma and Santo Tomas in order to arrest

" the degradation of river systems due to the

timious fow of sediment from upland
:ﬁas'md restore theit natural state and
water How, Ehdane added.
. Engr. Domingo Marlano, heqa_ggr
dredgers are doing "pilot channel-
fg‘! E;'Ethst river water would fow more
effciently into the sea, This involved the
use of suction hopper dredgers, which
‘have powerful pumps and engines that
enable dredging of undijd;y, shidge and
] from the sep bed.
m—g::: however, cause the noise nf:d
Vibration that peaple near the project site
Complain of. But Marlano explained that
Suckion hoopers are needed to soften the
depositinnal areas where firie sand, silt
and pymice from Pinatubo have hardened
Ve the years.
'm!y:lawr deltas are now very shalé
1o becauge of the deposits, So we nee
' reste 5 pilot channel; otherwise

- and rvery
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BANGAN shefmen bing thatr boats o sufety ot day's end.ewm curi
o T

the river mauths would remaln choked

F3n3,” he added,

elina Correa, a member of Bangan's
village eoungil, agreed that there is much
Wisconception about the dredging pro-
gram,

“Theyre saying that it depletes ‘our
sand; yet, in our case, the problem is erg.
ion. ¥ou can also hear some people com-
plain about noise and vibration from dredy
ing, and that's quite true. But the council is
oleay with this project because jt helps the
barangay alot in terms of its finances.”

T San Calina bnee L

In San Pelipe town, heavily silted wa-

terways perennially bro floods, said .
| Marites, ahm:i!'anpexmnug’fnmngawn-
- trol checkpoint to a seaside resortarea.
. “Te tiver i choked by debels, that's
I why ﬂ’lﬂ(t_t is flaod,” she told me,'as [ asked

 for directlans to the seaside sitin of'l'd_'-l-nkg 1

| where river dredging was ongoing.

“"Dredging project is just ohay, asloigas |

there's not much noise at night,” said John |
Esmeln, a 45-year-old fisherman whe lives
near the mouth of the Bucao River in Botolan,

Dredgingafortune.., . . .
ESMELQ lives in the village of Porag just
across the Bucao River from Bangan, the
village that suffered much from coastal
erosfon. *

. Porac is considered the host barangay
for the dredging project here in Botolan
becauseit is here where sand dredped from
the Bucao River delta is loaded onto barges
that deliver them to reclamation projects
inMantlaBay, - - 00

| Gesals it sk s rom the e e

lathat

would overflow duting heavy |

. From Porne; ynu can also see dredging

les said that in his 13 years as village chief,

that they have ig-
nificant improvements |n1;'1§: 'h::::ytz-
cause of additional funds from their share
ofdmdsin%revenm-. =

‘He said that from their BN
nal revenue aliotmen; (IRA) of P:a;{.?ﬁ::
in the year 2020, their share grew py p5
million in 2021 when the drédging alloeg-
tion was first received. |

In 2022, this further grew to PG g

lion, And while Porac's IRA. slid down

P4.8 million this year, a report from the
Treasurer's Office indicated that Parac,

‘along with Bangan, will receive a 30-per-

cent share of the P38.5-million bardngay's
share for April to May 2023, or P5.8 million
for just two months, bk
Angeles said that the first time they
received dredping allocation last year, they
bought and distributed one-half cavan of
rice to the 1,214 families in the barangs;

‘most of whom nmﬁsl:ufnw‘l'-'u:.r.h!&tht}; )

spent P1.4 million cut of the P2A3-million 4
allocation. ‘ b A i

For the second tranche of. dredging.
fevente, they spent P2 million ouk of u.gt'"
F76-million fund —this time for ong whale
cavan of rice for each family in Porac. . 1

The test, they spent for et
of the bamnga;‘l‘:a.ll. said mman—
ice Yambao: P1.08 million for streetlights; -
P70,000 for curtains, window blinds, and
doors; and F1.9 million for a van for use as’

Eay service vehicle, ]
In Bangan, the allocations were used

| almost in the same manner, sald treasurer

Margie Fulgar: 73 solap streetlights with
bullt-ln CCTV syatem; a pasieAger van

- for the barangay; and faod assistance for

. jutted out into the sea fram Bucan River,

(' As host baringay, Porac has been get-

! ting a fair share of revente from the drad,
ing project, along with the host municipal-
ity, and the provincial government. This
was what ‘Gov. Ebdane has described as

“manna from heaven,” the debris ejected by -

Pinatubo that is now benefitting local com-
munities and haa become the corerstone
ofthe Ebdane administeation’s program for
financial self-sufficiency.
According to Botalan Mayor Jun Omar
Ebdane, the municipal Bovernment re-
+ eeived P30 million as municipal share from
dredging operatiens in Botolan last year.
This helped the town address its budget
defeitand set aside P55.36 million for vari-
‘nila projects this year, Bhdane gaid.
Porac barangay captain Romen Ange-

e

“Tts consisting of ane cavan of rice, a
huge improvement aver the 2 kilos dole-out
they managed from regular IRA before the .
dredging projece, '
Bangan, Kagawad Adelina Correa said,
is home to more than 550 farnilies, mostly
fusherfelk, whose livelihood from the sea is
seasonal. When fishermen can nolonger go
out to the sea because of the weather, the
village council had tq buy rice and other
foodstuff to sustaln them, ]

Building land

IE the ebb and flow of tides cqused Jand -
to dllsapp(!ar in Bangan, Botolan, the op-
posite happaned in Barangay Santo Nifio,
San Feilpe town, where the beach com-
munlty of Liwliwa is thriving on its grow-
ing sandy shores, . ey

According to Carlos Salac, an expert

! solve these caces

. ©n geohazards at the Mines and Geosd-
ences Bureau of the DENR Region 3, the
coastline of San Felipe has been growing
into the sea by as much as 300 meters since
1877 up to 2015.

hxl?’ll: is because of coastal ;;;;::':!:k!ﬂi‘-\.f
bk appens when additienal layers
matter like sediments gradually accumulate
over the years. In the case of San Felipe, ac-
cretion is the result of the build-up of lahar
deposits from the Maloma River north of
the municipality, as well as the Santo Tomas
River just south of the town proper.

Salac said that sediments come down
from the river, then the tides move them
along the shoreline. In a survey held in Octo-

. ber 2021, just after the Habagat or southwest

monsoen mins, anad,di\:iom;‘ %;im:o{
growth was phserved in San Felf

Salac warned, however, that despite
the gradual build-up, the coastal situation
in the area is still considered “high ener-
E¥" At the time of Amihas winds, or the
nartheast monsoon, the coastline may still
erode, he painted out,

Growing problem
THE grguﬂing aceretion has created 2
unique problem for San Felipe, Za_mbales.
Mayor Hart Jeresano said that while mare
and more business has come to towniin the
form of beach resort operation, feuds ema-
nating from land claims have given him
serious headache. ] m
Jeresano said the town's bws;ﬂﬂ_
censing office has registered close 1o 3
resorts as of this year, and more are con:_
ing, Citing town records, the Mayar wa"l’s
ed a total of 42 resgrt businesses in 22 : 3
or before the Covid-19 pandemig 52 i
2020; 77 in 2021; and 13610 u:‘ﬁ;; o
September this yea,
wenggs_ with most oﬁl:m\ being beach
resorts with mmnwdthn, or Ml:;
b@ﬂghum;ndmwmgﬁmmﬂl
include coffee shops, restaurant-hars:

s o s B T
: m’.]:mgm:md:ﬂ:pwﬂw“"

s "You see, the c:uistlu:e bas grown by
out 300 meters, B4t this is VP

land ouwmed by the State, You 7% bave
this titled to angbodj Decause i3 *Cl part
of public domain and not aliensble,” Jere-
5ano explained.

He added that same people have been

upwiu;mﬂﬁlﬁﬂthns!’»‘i’?“:g!u’

for the property they 0CCUPY, bu these docu-
et 600 turned gut 12 be fake, hae

'Pmplg_mmﬂaszmwi!m
been snapping up beachfront properties
at P8.000 per mﬂmg evtn_ “Then
DPapers. Imagine that?! Jeresano said 1

are cases whep the claimants quarT!

among themselyes over areas and
ies, and then sue bafars the eourt.”
wha are pluced at ghe most dis-
are the nstive regidents In the
area, mostly fsherfoll, oo were edged out
of the land simply bea e they cannot af-
ford alegal bartle, by added.

Jeresano said that if ¢royth be told, all
business operators beyond the coastal
at Liwliwa are illepy) settlers, who have
stayed on simply by g0 of occupancy:

1 think it's the DENR thar should re-
sl it i within their
* jurisdiction, and ROt of the local govern-

ment unit” Jeresang gajd,,“But the sad

. part is that the illega) sortlars act faster

l‘]l._m tho EOVETOmeny cyyld - e

T e EAYOr said tha in face of the over-

admtn?

undemtandin, th 5
mit did not constitye wmifl’;‘”;ﬂ:.
only a regulatary requiremant.

Fal waters, P Ll&;:lmginmmm&:
Witers. Py at the outriggers,
men hoisted the hoats up the w;'tgegﬂ.im- up
to the dry area of sand just hefore the boul-

wall, where they would be unreachable
by bdif::s night.

A the beach, the L by
the water have laft, lgwiﬁssﬁ: Emyi:ogthp
distant black hulk of abarge that was bro-
ken down in half pne day by a violent sea.

At the sand where the coastal read lined
with coconut trees used to be, a family of
four was heading home: the baby on top af
his fathers shoulder, Life poes an along the

constant yet ever-changing share.
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Las Piiias gains from bamboo’s various
gconomic and ecological benefits

“Bamboo has plenty of economic and ecological benefits
and we should continue propagating the same through
initiatives that capture our mutual goal of planting more
bamboo for the betterment of our environment, for food,
* and fo give livelihood in the countryside by turning

bamboo into useful products.”

- Senator Cynthia A.Villar

ot A e Lo "'n

mmm?mmmm%mm
he people of Las Pifias City continue
- to reap the benefits of bamboo with
" various initiatives enabling the
propagation and promotion of this,

plant in'the city. ¥

Senator Cynthia Villar, chairperson of the
Senate Committee on Environment, Natural

Resources, and Climate Change, has always |

been fascinated with bamboo, which she
said signifies the resiliency of Fi:lipipus. Many
projects in her home city capitalize on the
economic and ecological  benefit of
bamboo.

Bamboo Organ
. The Las Pifleros' endearment for bamboo
is not surprising with the 19th century

' world-renowned bamboeo organ found in

the St. Joseph Church. It was buflt by Las
Pifias residents and led by the Spanish
missionary Fr. Diego Cera. The instrument
used bambgo as its primary material which
were taken from the bamboo forests of Las
Pinas and Zapote back then, People
celebrate this highly regarded work of art
through the Intenational Bamboo Organ
Festival every February. The bamboo organ
is considered a Philippine treasure.

Bambeo Induatry Development Councl ]
tn rt Counc (FBIOC) hold o

- the city's parol-making industry.

- ,‘1

Day and Phifaping Bamboo

Manunugtog Kawayan

The Las Pifias National High School has a
group of smdents called “Manunugtog
Kawayan” that play musical instruments
made of bamboos like xylophones and
anklongs.

Samahang Magpaparol

Known as NCR’s Parol Capital, Las Pifias
City is home to three generations of parol
makers who uses bamboo frames as their
materials in making parol. In 2005 Senator
Cynthia Villar helped organize the parol
makers by launching the Samahang
Magpaparcl ng Las Pifias, She assisted
themn in setting up the Las Pifias Parol
Center, which serves as a training area
where new designs and packaging
techniques were explored. She brainchild
the Parol Festival, a yearly competition for
parol makers. This is her way of boosting

Bambusetum

Villar was instrumental in  the
establishment of a bambusewum in the city.

planting ceramany at tha

i Willar recelved B token aa

Thirteen varietles were planted at the Las
Pifias-Paranaque .Wetland Park, a Ramsar
Wetland of Intemational Importance in
Manila Bay, in partnership with the
Department of Environment and Namral
Resources and the Laguna Llake
Development Authority. Another
collections of bamboos can be found in
Villar Sipag Farm,with seventy species of
bamboo.

-

E-Bamboo Factory

Villar also built the Engineered Bamboo
Processing Factory, where bambao sourced
from outside the city undergoes an 11-step
process to serve as aesthetic and durable
bamboo steps, which her family's real estate
mrnpgnybuys.

"According 10 the  Sustainable
Development Goals, Bamboo has the
potential of supporting sustainability in

- economic growth as bamboa grows very

fast and can be grown easily in different
climate conditions and altitudes and thus,
reduces the pressure on trees producing
timber for wood products,” Villar said.

] L]
PAGE 1 L\NNEI! EDITORIAL CARTOON
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Sen. Cynthy Keynata Speaker — r ] mwm
Textilas PH, of tho Department of Sciance end Te Curing the launching of KAWAYARN:

hinotogy-Philizping Taxts Resanrch Institute {DOST-PTRI

Los Pifias Engingored Bemh;o Facrory
She noted that bamboo forests play
aleading role in global carbon cycles and
catbon sink as these foresis absorb up to 12
MT of CO2 per heciare per year, thus
balancing the atmosphere in the earth and
releasing 30% moie oxygen than othér
plants. ;
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Baimkios Is key In replacing fossll
By ADAM LAURENA

nee labeled as the “poor
an’s timber,” bamboo
is now slowly being rec-
ognized as an alternative
material as society continuousk
makes efforts to adopt sustainable -

“It is also disaster-resifient 2

this s not your typical bahay kibo, This
is  baliay kuto built with modemized
technology that can withstand ty-
ﬁ',‘,?"‘”'"m"”'” 240 ‘ﬂg :

i

et
izal uses
b e
i the

e e

eussed the significance and benefits
of bamboo y
Liu, Kiwei, global bamboo con-

at

i
isation ane

%mmwmbm about fhe

benefits the material can'offer when it

comes ta envirenmental protection,

T emissions in the atm ere,”
she told The Philippine STAR. “That
is why I believe bamboo is more tm-
portant to use than other mainstream
construction ials.” -

Lhu Kiveel, Global Bamboo Construction
Programme coordinater at the
Internationnl Bamboo and Raltan
Organisation.

Tiew

theme T
on” and featured &
panel of experts in the field that dis-

world, according b Kiwei, She be-

= using bamboo s ey for people

¥
partant function that

help reduce dimate change. =2

comscions, as it

“It's very important for us tp think
abovit how 1o e i

gateq ¢l
&2

tor use bambog

a5 it miti-

of Abioti

it was found out

. how bambog can

uce 27.38 mil-

ion tons of

yearly in the South

Asian ':nunlry, i

due to how

it

ETOWSs,
Moreover, one
ofabambop
mMay seques-
ter 12 rneh:zqmns
of carbon annu-

ally, which {5

to 26,000 pounds,
having the poten-
tial to slow dimate

change.

It replaces fossil

can store carbon,” she said. “After

Proper treatment, it can be trans-

formed into a durable component for

30 to 50 years where carbon can be

stored,” b

" Inastudy by the National Institute
e Stress Management inIndia,

Bamboa can help storo carbon tml_ullon- for a long time,
More than 10,000 uses of bamboo

deforestation. Bambo, lso act
R o b e fird e t o can also a

43 an eco-friendly renowable

Bource, being a great alternative tn
fossil fuels,

Ina study from the scientific journal
GCB Bioenergy,

storing carbon érlcr‘m
into tﬁ

apart from quickly
e air, bamboo can be trans-
formed into bivethanol, biogas, and
in various

other bioenergy products
I d snzr.yh as f

COnVersion

"q!‘. e

fuels and red

[
;-

§

i

Llu Kiwal (third fro
Bangladash in 2019,

SRR AL

i Tt A 1y

ysis.
“We conducted a review of
methods for bamboo
:mssmdluunddulhlneﬁém;agd B
jochar are the rimary products
obtained,” saidshlidyai:ﬂm&iwni.

- ' Bambog straws

" gﬁﬂmﬂwm

Liang of the Hungarlan University of

Agriculhure and Life Science,
many people who rely on solid
biomasg cooking, rcoal

esitt i
Bln %daditim simcreNBmoo has
the function of

o gﬂwmg quickly and
i f
i takes e pressun of ot s

It helps in realoring degraded
lands, Bamboo has E:;yed an integral
roleina huge number

lm\dscni:nn nnd.. ecosystems, being

* of great use in restoriy g deterioral
lands

Is as it thrives on probl i

of agriculhural i
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A demonsiration during the INBAR-
;ﬂ Bamis ucth B

prok soils
unsuitable

Back gl ?.Ulhﬂ, INBAR released a
report about how eight countr 3
namely China, Cdomg e

bamboo helps in promoting jobs and
economic dgvsulnpmﬂfﬂr espedially in
rural communities.

AsKiwel mentioned, bamboa has a

flows and prevent erosion, ]
It helps promote livelihoad, Ag 5

rapidly renewable source of materi-

als for over 10,000 documentad uses,

ety ofuses ranging o,

+ Papes flooring to hausing. This allows

Tolein

sodety and more impartanty o they

e L s &5 3

kind of =)

ems with regards o

‘waorld's pro
climate o‘?msz Hawever, if properiy
exposed and advocated fo the public,
itcan do wonders for the protection of
Mother Earth. Let's make the switch 1,
bambao now!
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Coca-Cola PH, partners collect 1K kgs waste in coastal cleénaﬁ

COCA-COLA Philippines, together
with Plastic Bank Philippines and
Lighthouse Legacy Foundation, led
over 200 volunteers to collect debris
and marine waste at Julugan Fish
Terminal in Tanza, Cavite on Sept.
16, 2023 as part of the International
Coastal Cleanup (ICC).

Employees from the Coca-Cola
Philippines system, together with
waste collection members of its Eco-
system Impact Program with Plastic
Bank Philippines and volunteers from
ICC Philippines, Lighthouse Legacy
Foundation, the local government of
Tanza, Philippine Coast Guard Cavite

_ Chapter and Don Bosco School of
Theology collected more than 1,000
kilos of waste to help address coastal
waste issues in the area.

Lighthouse Legacy Foundation
President Zed Avecilla commended

Coca-Cola Philippines for its long-
standing commitment to responsible
waste management, highlighting the
company's “World Without Waste”
strategy that was initiated in 2018,
well before the Extended Producer
Responsibility (EPR) Law was enacted
in the country.

The ICC is renowned as the world’s
largest volunteer effort for ocean sani-
tation, with The Coca-Cola Company
serving as a founding member of the
Trash Free Seas Alliance since 1995, In
partnership with its local bottling part-
ners, the company is engaging employ-
ees, consumers, and communities in
cleanups, providing resources, grants,
and in-kind donations to help remove
trash from beaches and waterways.

In the Philippines, Coca-Cola is
doing ts part to prevent marine debris
through community-based initiatives

like the Ecosystem Impact Program
with Plastic Bank. This initiative helps
build collection and recycling systems
in communities to prevent plastic

M Coca-Cola Philippines President Tonly del Rosario joins hundreds of
volunteers in the coastal cleanup at Julugan Fish Terminal in Tanza, Cavite
on Sept. 16,2023. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

bottles from ending up in places where
tbey should not be, while at the same
time, empowering workers in the solid
waste management sector.
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Fukushima to release wastewater anew

TOKY0: Japan will begin releasing a
second batch of wastewater from
the crippled Fukushima nuclear
plant from next week, its operator
has said, an exercise that angered
China and others when it began
in August. :

On August 24, Japan began
discharging into the Pacific some
- of the 1.34 million tons of waste-

water that has collected since a tsu-
nami crippled the facility in 2011,

“The inspections following the
first release have been completed.
... The (second) discharge will
start on October 5," Tepco said
on Thursday. :

China banned all Japanese sea-
food imports after the first release,
which ended on Septeniber 11,
despite Tokyo's insistence that the
operation poses no risk,

Russia, whose relations with
Japan are also frosty, is reportedly
considering following suit on a

“seafood ban.

In the first phase around 7,800
tons of water were released into
the Pacific out of a planned total
of 1.34 million tons, equivalent
to more than 500 Olympic swim-
ming pools.

- Tepco says that the water has
been filtered of all radioactive

) ister Manasseh Sogavare of the

[ - ~ Solomon Islands, who has devel-
b ~ Oped close relations with Beijing.
iy P The release, which is expected

. to take decades to complete, is
aimed at making space to eventu-
ally begin removing the highly
dangerous radioactive fuel and
rubble from the wrecked reactors,

T 'i* f 7 Nations last week by Prime Min-
i ikl

e

L
s

elements except tritium, which

is within safe levels. That view is -

backed by the UN atomic agency.

o ik Pian =i f[ ] " A
UNDER FUKUSHIMA’S GHOST This photo
taken on Feb. 3, 2022 shows 3 general view
supply facilities (background) and solar
(foreground) at the Fukushima hydrogen energy research field in Namie
town, Fukushima prefecture. Japan will begin releasing a second batch of
wastewater from the crippled Fukushima nudlear plant from next week,
its operator has said, an exercise that an
began in August 2023. AFP PHOTO

of hydrogen storage and
power generation facilities ph

gered China and others when it

' "As was the case for the first
discharge, we will continue to
monitor the tritium levels. We will
continue to inform the public in
ways that are easy to understand
based on scientific evidence,”
Tepco official Akira Ono told
reporters Thursday.

Despite China’s ban on Japa-
nese seafood imports, Chinese
boats are Ieportedly continuing |
to catch fish off Japan in the same
areas that Japanese vessels operate.

Rahm Emanuel, the (5 ambas-

sador to Japan, Jast week posted

Otos of what he said were Chi.

nese fishing hoats off Japan on

September 15, s

"Iheysayapicnneiswnnhamou-
sand words. Chinese vessels fishing
off Japan's coast on September 15th,

e ey

China has accused Japan of post Ching’s seafood embargo from
using Fhe ocean like a “sewer,” the same waters,” Emanuel said on
accusations echoed at the United  social media platform X AFP

O
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By NILLICENT BAUTISTA

- Two environment activists,
who claimed to have been kid-
napped by the militq\ry, are se_ek-
ing protection from the Supreme
Court (SC) due to perceived
threats and danger to their lives,
liberty and security. d

Jonila Castro and Jhed Reiyana
Tamano filed a petition on Thursday
asking the SC to issue writs of am-
paro and habeas data, arguing that

“there is no guarantee with respect to -

their safety, especially after drawing
the ire of several members of govern-
ment offices” %
Under the law, the writ of amparo
vai&es rotection to any person
whose right to life, liberty and.se-

two weeks.

However, during a press confer-
ence on Sept. 19, the two activists be-
lied the claims of military authorities
and insisted that they were abducted
and “forced to surrender.”

According to the petition, the ac-

| tivists’ right to privacy was “clearly

violated and is in threat of being
further violated” through “brazen
red-tagging” after the NTF-ELCAC
said it would be “releasing” and

“spreading” the information it has

about the petitioners.
Inaninterview on Sept. 20, National

' Security Council (NSC) assistant direc-

tor general Jonathan Malaya warned
that the NTE-ELCAC would “continue

' to expose the information they have

about Jhed and Jonila and expose them

- for what they allegedly are.”
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2 green activists
seek SC protection

curity is violated or threatened by
public officials or private entities.

The writ of habeas data extends
protection in relation to gathering
collecting or storing of data or infoy.
mation of the aggrieved party.

In the 37-page petition, the actjy-
ists said that they fear for their anq
their families’ pKysical safety after
they angered government officia]s
when they denounced the claimg
that they surrendered to authoritieg.

The activists instead accused the
military of abduction and coercion,

On Sept. 15, the National Task
Force to End Local Communist
Armed Conflict (NTF-ELCAC) an.-
nounced that Castro and Tamang
surrendered to the Philippine Army’s
70th Infantry Battalion (70IB) after
reportedly being missing for almqgt

The petitioners claimed that the

had not consented to the disclosure

of information about them.
Listed as respondents of the Peti-

tion were 70IB commanding officer] 1 |

Col. Ronnel dela Cruz, members of the
70IB, Malaya, Bataan Provincial Poljce
chief public information officer Cap.

Carlito Buco, members of the Bataq,,

police and the NTF-ELCAC.
Rights group Karapatan is back.

ing the move of Castro and Tamang

saying the writs are urgent and nec.
essary to protect the activists.
Karapatan secretary general Crig_

tina Palabay accused the NTF.gy

CAC of moving to cover its tracks.

em from this shameless cover-up of
their abduction,” Palabay said in 5
statement. -~ With Emmanuel Tupas

e

s T o o e

“The writs are but a way to Protect
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Second round
of Fukushima
wastewater release
starts Oct. 5

TOKYO (AFP) - Japan will begin releasing a second

 batch of wastewater from the crippled Fukushima nuclear

plant next week, its operator has said, an exercise that an-
gered China and others when it began in August.

Japan began discharging into the Pacific on Aug. 24 some
of the 1.34 million tons of wastewater that has collecteq
since a tsunami crippled the facility in 2011. .

“The inspections following the first release have been
completed... The (second) discha ge will start on Oct. 5,7
TEPCO said on Thursday. ‘ :

China banned all J apanese seafood imports after the first
release, which ended on Sept. 11, despite Tokyo's insistence
that the operation Poses no risk,

Russia, whose relations with Japan are also frosty, is
reportedly considering following suit on a seafood ban,

In the first phase, around 7,800 tons of water were re-

leased into the Pacific out of a planned total of 1.34 million
tonsi — equivalent to more than 500 Olympic swimming
pools.




gy

SIRATEGIC e e e

: B - Ty s X
COMMUNICATION “L“u "‘hmﬁﬁn po LT 3

: W AND
W‘W’—“““ INITIATIVES
AN

"Mw‘m"“f SERVICE

e -

MANILAS*BULLETIN —-

THIE NATION'S LEADING NEWSPAPER

i

i

9 UPPER PAGE 1 BANNER  EDITORIAL CARIC

STORY

STORY

SEPSGN.

Y

DATE

LOWER

OKYO, Japan (AFP) — Japan
will begin releasing a second
batch of wastewater from the
crippled Fukushima nuclear
| plant from next week, its operator has
said, an exercise that angered China
and others when it hegan in August.

On August 24, Japan began dis-
charging into the Picific some of the
1.34 million tons of wastewater that
has collected since a tsunami crippled
the facility in 2011.

"The inspections following the

first release have been completed...
The (second) discharge will start on
October 5," TEPCO said on Thursday.

China banned all Japanese sea-
food imports after the first release,
which ended on September 11, despite
Tokyo's insistence that the operation
poses no risk.

Russia, whose relatwns with
Japan are aiso frosty, is reportedly
considering following suit on a sea-
food ban.

In the first phase around 7,800

Second round of Fukushima wastewater
release to start next week

tons of water were released into the
Pacific out of a planned total of 1.34
million tons, equivalent to more than
500 Olympic swimming pools.

TEPCO says that the water has
been filtered of all radioactive ele-
ments except tritium, which is within
safe levels. That view is backed by the
UN atomic agency.

China has accused Japan of using
the ocean like a "sewer, " accusations
echoed at the United Nanons last week
by Prime Minister Manasseh Sogavare

of the Solomon Islands, who has de-
veloped close relations with Beijing.

The release, which is expected to
take decades to complete, is aimed
at making space to eventually begin
removing the highly dangerous ra-
dioactive fuel and rubble from the
wrecked reactors.

""As was the case for the first dis-
charge, we will continue to monitor
the tritium levels. We will continue
to inform the public in ways that are
easy to understand based on scientific

evidence," TEPCO official Akira Ong
told reporters Thursday.

Despite China's ban on Japanese
seafood imports, Chinese boats are
reportedly continuing to catch fish off
Japan in the same areas that Japanese
vessels operate.

Rahm Emanuel, the US ambassa-
dor to Japan, last week posted photos
of what.he said were Chinese fishing
boats off Japan on September 15.

"They say a picture is worth a
thousand words. Chinese vessels fish-
ing off Japan's coast on September
15th, post China's seafood embargo
from the same waters," Emanuel said
on social media platform X.
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 Making PH climate-smart

LARMING, to say -
the least.
But the 'Unite,d N‘ations chief, Antonio

Guterres, has warned the world’s climate is
breaking ‘down — following a bulletin from

| the European Union’s monitoring ' body
- which said 2023 is likely to be the hottest

year in human history. - .

Global temperatures during the Northern
Hemisphere summer have been the warmest
on record, with heatwaves, droughts and
wildfires  Whipping Asia, including the
Philippines, Africa, Europe and North
America in the past three months with what
climatologists say is a dramatic impact on
economies, ecosystems and human health.

The average global temperature in June,

July and August was 16.77 degrees Celsius, *

smashing the
16.48C.

The European Union’s Copernicus
Climate Change Service said in a report
“The three months that we’ve just had are
the warmest in approximately 120,000 years,
so effectively human history.”

Back home, President Ferdinand Marcos
Jr. has encouraged the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations member states to
motivate developing countries to firm up
their climate action commitments, :

In his intervention at the 43rd ASEAN
Summit in Jakarta, Indonesia, the 65-year-

previous 2019 record of

old President noted “the most urgent threat
to our progress is the impact of climate
change” and added “It is a looming reminder
of the injustice of disproportionate impact on
our people.” :

i e average global
temperature in June,
July and August
was 16.77 degrees
Celsius, smashing the
previous 2019 record
of 1 6.48°Cl )

T

He said ASEAN,. during the upcoming
COP28 “must call on developed countries
to heighten the implementation of their
commitment,” NG ;

He was referring tp the United Nations
Climate  Change Conference, more
commonly referred to as COP28, which
will be the 28th United Nations Climate
Change conference, from November 30 until
December 12, 2023, at the Expo City, Dubai,

Among these pledges are climate finance,
technology development and transfer,

and capacity building, all of which “drive

ASEAN’s capabilities to prevent, mitigate,

manage and adapt to the impacts of climate -

change.”

Mr. Marcos said the Philippines, being
one of the most disaster-prone countries in
the world, will carry on with international

| tie-ups aimed at making the region climate-
- smart and disaster—ready.

“In achieving food security, we must
build on cooperation that will harness the
transformative potential of our agricultura]
sector to ensure that food production js

- responsible and will be of benefit for future
© | generations,” Mr. Marcos said.

The echoes of Guterres warning are

e ;
. reverberating throughout the continents,

“Scientists have long warned what our

fO_S»sil fuel addiction will unleash...”our
- climate is imploding faster than we can cope,

with extreme weather events hitting every

* comer of the planet,”

Record-high  global sea  surface

temperatures played a major role in stoking

heat throughout the summer, with marine
heatwaves hitting the North Atlantic and the
Mediterranean Sea, D

Climatologists have said, as they look at |

the additional heat in the surface ocean, the

probability is that 2023 wil] end up “being

the warmest year on record.”
The average global temperature through
the first eight months of 2023 is the second-

warmest on record: only 0.01C below th
benchmark 2016 level, Y ; SR
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XTREME weather events and
ther climate impacts are becom-
ing deadlier and more destructive.

1| Whether this is the new normal, what

awaits the world will be much worse

and bleaker that it is now if we allow
1l ‘it to be. Ifthereisone thing the global
|l health pandemictaught usitis thatwe

need tolookbeyond the horizon, and
we need to do just that — or further
beyond — in this state of global cli-
mate emergency.

The GlobeScan Sustainability
Study reported in August 2023 that

Il 93 percent of qualified sustainability
|| experts ranked climate change as the
Il most urgentsustainable development

| challenge:

The Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change's (IPCC) Sixth As-
sessment Report ofits Working Group
1, titled “Climate Change 2021: The
Physical Science Basis” — by far, our
mostup-to-date physical understand-
ingof dimate change, according to the
world's top climate scientists working
together — didn't mincewords when
it said: “[C]limate change s driven by
us humans, and that it is happening
quickly. This is already being felt in
weatherand climate extremes in every
region of the world.”

L

Zeroing in on net-zero

A few days ago, a consoftium of

' Philippine businesses called Net Zero

Carbon Alliance (NZCA) celebrated
its second anniversary. NZCA is a
private sector-led movement initiated
by First Gen-owned renewable energy

|| ‘leader Energy Development Corp.

'(EDC) that aims to achieve carbon

|l ‘neutrality as a transition to net-zero
| *carbon emissions by 2050.

In his opening remarks, Jerome

| ‘Cainglet, EDC president and chief
{| -operating officer, said: “[T|he Net
| Zero Carbon Alliance is our response

to the collection climate action that

|l the IPCC asked of everyone after
|| “they had confirmed that humans are _
‘unequivocally increasing greenhouse

gas emissions to record levels.”
Co-organized in partnership with
Eco-Business, Asia Pacific’s largest
media and business intelligence or-
ganization dedicated to sustaingble
development and ESG performance,
and with the theme “Zeroing in on

From pledges to action )
toward achieving net zero |

Net-Zero: From Corporate Pledges |

to Action,” the conference featured
a panel of company and industry
resource speakers that delved into

the challenges and opportunities for |

available solutions for hard“to-abate
and carbon-intensive sectors.

An analysis released in June found
that almost half of the 2,000 largest
publiclylisted companies in the world
have committed to a net-zero strategy.
However, the report also revealed that
many of these companies either do

not count emissions produced by

their supply chains, or depend on
unreliable strategies to offset their
carbon production,

- Philippine corporations embarking |
on a net-zero journey, as well as the |

British Ambassador to the Philip-
pines and Palau Laure Beaufils, in
her opening keynote, said: “[I|ntent
is not enough. Impact is what we are
after, We've already seen the outcome
firsthand in carbon markets and en-
vironmental, social and governance
(ESG) frameworks, where investiga-
tion after investigationt revealed the
gap between intention and reality.
Sound data must sit at the heart of all
net-zero action.”

Close to 200 delegates from 69
companies participated in plenary
sessions with industry experts and
representatives from NZCA member
companies on best practices in cli-
mate action, as well as existing and
emerging solutions to accelerate the
Philippines’ private sector net-zero
journey. iy

These sessions covered carbon
capture technology, green investments
and financing, continuing govern-
ment legislation and incentivization,
and greening the supply value chain,
The consortium also strengthened its
call forvigilance against greenwashing

and urged the private sector to in-
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creasingly implement measurement,
reporting and verification in climate
change mitigation efforts.

NZCA is guided by the carbon
neutrality framework designed in
partnership with Rodel Lasco, execu-
tive director of the Oscar M. Lopez
Center for Climate Change Mitiga-
tion and Adaptation. The framework
mainly espouses carbon reduction
and removal for Philippine businesses
that begins with the partner's commit-
ment to achieving carbon neutrality
by 2050 at the latest, followed by
measuring its climate resilience and
catbon footprint, coming up with its
road map, implementing it, tracking,
disclosing and validating its progress
over time.

Zero Carbon Gateway

The NZCA, likewise, developed a
Zero Carbon Gateway to help part-
ners track their progress, including
computing their Scope 1 and Scope
2 carbon emissions.

“As always, climate action is a
matter of urgency as we continue to
experience the ever-increasing impacts
of our warming planet around the
world, most especially in the Phil-
ippines. NZCA aims to contribute
practical measures toward decarbon-
ization that Philippine businesses
can take, starting with interventions
such as renewable energy,” says Allan
Barcena, NZCA executive director
and EDC assistant vice president,
and head of Corporate Relations and
Commuinications,

Many businesses are now aware of
the need to step up their decarbon-

ization programs. At present, NZCA |[
_countsatotal of 18 partners, including

Arthaland Corp., British Standards
Institution, Cemex Holdings Philip-
pines, Converge ICT Solutions, Drink
Sustainability Communications, ECC
International, EC Mobility Ventures,
Ecolab, First Balfour, First Philippine
Industrial Park, Holdm Philippines,
INAEC Aviation Corp., Knowles
Electronics, Linden Suites, Menarco
Development Corp., Monde Nissin
Corp., People360 Consulting Group,
SGVand Co., Silliman University and
Unilever Philippines. This year, NZCA
also enlisted Eco-Business and Ako

_Ang Bukas as Enabler Partners.

Main takeaway

It has been said that the higher value
of a corporate business is not found
in the monetary profit it brings nor
in the wealth it creates, but in the
nobility of its purpose: to improve
the quality of life of the people and
to build a sustainable and resilient
human sodiety.

What could be more rewarding
than knowing that one’s business,
however big or small, has made a
difference in making a village com-
munity or the country as a whole, a
safer and happier place to live in.

The road promises to be filled
with stumbling blocks. But instead
of slowing us down, these challenges
should bring about consensus — an
agreement that our country should
double, even triple, its efforts to reach
our targets.

After each disaster, we rebuild and
continue to rebuild. Now is the time
not just to build better, but build
stronger, using the best standards in
light of the crises we face today.

Ludwig O. Federigan is the executive
director of the Young Environmental
Forum and a nonresident fellow of
Stratbase ADR Institute. He complet-
ed his climate change and develop-
ment at the University of East Anglia
(United Kingdom) and an executive
program on sustainability leadership
at Yale University (USA). You can
email him at ludwig.federigan@
gmail.com.
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Photo taken from an alrcraft of the Bureau of Fisheries and A
(Scarborough) Shoal on Sept. 28 shows two Chinese coast gu
the anchor line of floating barrlers Installed by China.

= o

quatic Resources conducting a 1.I|ﬂ.r maritime survey of Panata
ard vessels In the shoal's lagoon after the Philippine Caa!:;t Guard cugt

MCHALL VARCAS

Marcos: Phl not causing trouble,
just protecting territory, fishermen

By HELEN FLORES

The Philippines did not mean to create
trouble but was only protecting the welfare of
its fishermen in its maritime territory when it
removed the floating barrier installed by China
in Panatag (Scarborough) Shoal, President
Marcos said yesterday. _

Speaking to reporters m Surigao del Norte,
Marcos stressed that the area where the China
Coast Guard (CCG) placed the floating bar-
ser is well within the Philippines” exclusive
economic zone. He said the Philippines was
not trying to escalate tension in the West Phil-
ippine Sea. ‘

“We are not looking for trouble. What we do
is we will continue to defend the Philippines,
the maritime territory of the _Philippines, the
rights of our fishermen who fish there, when?
they have been fishing for hundreds of years,”
he said. “That's why I dont understand why
it changed.” _ _

“ Again, many of these are operational issues
and that I really cannot talk abmft. Butin terms
of taking down the barrier, I don’t see what else
we could do,” the President stre;.sed. N

“It's not right to put a barrier like t}}’at asitis
clear that it is within the Philippines,” Marcqs
said partly in Filipino.

T}]lgis wgs the ﬁlist time Marcos spoke about
the issue, adding he was surprised by China’s
latest action in the West Philippine Sea.

The Chief Executive noted that whfen the
fishermen reentered the area previousl
blocked by the Chinese, they were able to catch
164 tons of fish in just one day.

“As [ have said, we avoid trouble, we
ve language but we remain

. ocati SroRal ;
avoid prov nding the Philippine terri-

resolute in‘defe
tory,” he said-

The Philippin® Coast Guard (PCG) removed

the 300-meter long barrier installed by the CCG
in the southeast portion of the shoal upon the
instruction of Marcos.

Beijing, through foreign ministry spokesman
Wang Wenbin, assailed Manila for removing
the floating barrier, insisting that Panatag Shoal
is Chinese territory.

“Twould like to reiterate that Huangvan Dao
has always been China’s territory,” he said,
calling Panatag Shoal by its name assigned by
Beijing.

’]‘W at the Philippines did looks like nothing
more than self-amusement,” he said in a state-
ment shared by the Chinese embassy in Manila.

Panatag Shoal, also known as Bajo de Masin-

- locis classified as traditional fishing ground of

Filipinos in the 2016 ruling of the Permanent
Court of Arbitration on the case filed against
China by the Aquino administration in 2013.
The ruling invalidated China’s massive South
China Sea claim and reaffirmed the Philippines’
maritime entitlements.

Meanwhile, militant fishers’ group Pam-
bansang Lakas ng Kilusang Mamamalakaya ng
Pilipina; (Pamalakaya) has urged the govern.
ment to be more proactive in dealing with Ch:
to prevent the latIt)er from commi e

thn_ T I -
tardly acts” in the West Philippine %:eg:lore das

. While praising the PCG's removal of float-
ing barr3ers in the Panatag Shoal, Pamalakaya
said the installation of barriers could have been

avoided had there been i
patrols in the area. regular Philippine

“We demand that the
outposts in the West Ph;
force basic rules of engag
another aggressive confy
forces,” Pamalaka

PCG should fortify
lippine Sea and en-
ement in the event of
ontation with Chinege
ya vice chairperson for [ -

zon Bobby Roldan said.
— With Michael Pungn
Tupas, Jun Elias

gbayan, Emmanuel
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Marcos vows: PH

‘will defend borde

BY CATHERINE S. VALENTE .

E Philippines is noi look-
ing for a fight with China,
but it will defend its borders

against aggression, President Fer-
dinand Marcos Jr. said on Friday.

The President made the statement after the Philippine
Coast Guard (PCG) carried out his orders to take down
the'300-meter-long floating barrier the Chinese put up on
the approach to the Bajo de Masinloc Shoal in a disputed
part of the South China Sea,

Interviewed by reporters while visiting Surigao del
Norte, the President insisted that putting up the barrier
was not right because it was well within the Philippines’
exclusive economic zone (EEZ).

}B

“Hindi naman maaari na lalagyan ng barrier na ganoon
at maliwanag naman na nasa loob ng Pilipinas ‘yan
(There shouldn't be any barrier there and -1t is clearly
within the Philippine territory),” the Presiqgent said.

*Hindi tayo naghahanap ng gulo, basta’ t gagawin natin,
patuloy nating ipagtanggol ang Pilipinas, ang maritime
territory ng Pilipinas, ang karapatan ng mga fisherman
natin na mangisda doon sa mga areas kung saan sila

> DefendA2

P 3 W{
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Marcos vows:

nangingisda daang-daang taon na
(We are not looking for trouble.
We will continue defending the
Philippines, the maritime territory
of the Philippines, and the rights
of our fishermen who have been
fishing in those areas for hundreds
ofyears),” he said.

“Again, many of these are op-
erational issues and that I really
cannot talk about. But in terms
of taking down the barrier, I don't
see what else we could do,” the
President said.

Earlier this week, the Chinese
foreign ministry spokesman, Wang
Wenbin, said Beijing “firmly up-
holds the sovereignty and mari-
time rights and interests of the
' Huangyan island,” referring to the
shoal by its Chinese name. =

“We advise the Philippines not
to provoke or stir up trouble,”
Wang warned.

On Monday, the Philippine
Coast Guard (PCG) released a
video showing a diver cutting a
rope attached to the buoys that
were holding up the barrier,

Another showed an anchor be-
ing hauled from the water into a
wooden outrigger boat.

After the rope was cut, the Chi-
nese government vessels, who were
watching from a distance, moved
in to remove the barrier, said Jay

Tarriela, PCG spokesman for the
West Philippine Sea.

“The barrier posed a hazard to
navigation, a clear violation of in-
ternational law,” Tarriela had said.

It also hinders the fishing and
livelihood activities of Filipino

. fisherfolk in Bajo de Masinloc,”

he added.

Tarriela cited the 2016 Arbitra]
Award that ruled that Bajo de-
Masinloc is a traditional fishing
ground for Filipino fishermen.

“Thus, any obstruction hin-
dering the livelihoods of Filj-
pino fisherfolk in the shoal
violates international law. It
also infringes on the Philip-
pines’ sovereignty over Bajo de
Masinloc,” he said.

The barrier was spotted by the
PCG and Bureau of Fisheries
and Aquatic Resources person-
nel aboard the Navy ships Datu
Bankaw during a routine maritime
patrol last September 22.

Filipino fishermen who fre-
quented the area said a Chinese
maritime militia service boat in-
stalled the barrier upon seeing the
Datu Bankaw approach the shoal.

Bajo de Masinloc lies 24¢
kilometers west of Luzon and
nearly 900 kilometers from the
nearest major Chinese land mass
of Hainan.
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'PCG vows to remove

| future shoal barriers

The Philippine Coast
| Guard (PCGF'VOWed' yes-
}te_rday to “do whatever it

takes” to remove any more

floating barriers installed by
' China in Panatag (Scarbor-
-ough) Shoal. :

~ The remarks came after
‘an aerial inspection of the
‘shoal - also called Bajo de
‘Masinloc - on Thursday
| confirmed that a 300-meter

floating barrier, which ignit-
ed ,ﬂte?atest' diplomatic row
between Beijing and Manila,
had been taken away.
ABureau of Fisheries and
Aquatic Resources plane
flew over the shoal and jour-
nalists on board saw access
to its shallow waters un-
blocked, although the PCG
noted the presence of three
1 TumtoPages

PCG Trimpage

China Coast Guard vessels

‘and a maritime militia ship.

. Two of the CCG ships were
inside the lagoon of the shoal
while the third was “patrol-
ling outside the vicinity,” PCG

' spokesman for the West Philip-
pine Sea Commodore Jay Tar-
riela said. Two Filipino fishing

! vessels were also in the vicinity.

The floating barrier was

found across the entrance to
the shoal last week during a
routine Philippine govern-
ment resupply mission to
Filipino fishermen.

In a special operation or-
dered by President Marcos,
Philippine Coast Guard per-
sonnel cut a rope tethering the
barrier to an anchor, allowing
it to drift.

“In the next coming
months, if ever that barrier
will once again be in place, the

Philippine Coast Guard wi]]
do whatever it takes for us to
remove the barrier,” Tarriela

told reporters, as he sat next

to ananchor seized during the
mission. :
He said it would be up to
the National Task Force onpthe
West Philippine Sea, chaired
by Marcos and National Se-
curity Adviser Eduardo Afip,
to decide what to do with_the
anchor, which weighs some 20

to30kilos. - —Ghip Ong, AFP



