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Palace
to public
Keep
masks on
By ALEXIS ROMERO

While the air quality in
Metro Manila and nearby
areas has returned to normal
due to the subsiding volcanic
smog or vog from Taal Volcano
and pollution-related smog,
Malacafiang is still recom-
mending the wearing of face
masks as a protection against
pollution.

"The latest DENR (Depart-
ment of Environment and
Natural Resources) update
indicates favorable air quality
readings at its monitoring sta-
tions," the Presidential Com-
munications Office posted on
Facebook on Sunday.

"While no cautionary mea-
sures are necessary, it is advis-
. able to wear a face mask to
safeguard against potential
air pollution from .vehicles,"
it added.

As of Sept. 24, the DENR
Turn to Page 3
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reported "good" airfuality in Caloocan, Makati,
Parafiaque, Pateros a d Antipolo for PM 2.5, which
measures finer partie es such as black carbon par-
ticulates from vehicle transportation.

Good air quality as also reported in parts of
Quezon City for S02 or sulfur dioxide emissions that
can be associated with volcanic eruptions.

The DENR said th~iome air quality stations show
"unhealthy" readings butthes. e cannot be attributed
directly to the Taal e ission.

Taal remains on A rt Level I, which means that
hydrothermal or tecto .c activity beneath the volcano
may be occurring and steam-driven, gas or hydro-
thermal explosions can occur without warning.

Threat remains
Vog from Taal Volcano remains a threat as the

volcano continues to ermt sulfur dioxide, according
to the Philippine Institute of Volcanology and Seis-
mology (Phivolcs).

"Those living n~r Taal
Volcano should be pr ared as
this will be a recurri g threat
as long as the Taal VI lcano is
spewing out sulfur dioxide, the
threat of vog is always there,"
Phivolcs Director Teresito Ba-
.colcol said yesterday.

"This morning, the Taal
main crater was clear so no vog
W?; ~0rrned but we recorded
steaming reaching 2,400 !TI~-
ters and it is drifting towards
north northwest," he added.

Based on Phivolcs' latest
monitoring, at least 2,730 tons
per hour of sulfur dioxide were
recorded a~id the upwelling
of hot volcanic fluids in the
main crater.

No vog was monitored on
Sunday.

"It was clear but towards
the afternoon, a vog was
formed in the crater of "Iaal
but fortunately; it rained in the
evening and washed out the
vog," he noted.

The smog that enveloped
Metro Manila on Sept. 22 did
not come from Taal's vog.

Local government units
had to suspend classes due
to poor air quality and hazy
visibility.

"The vog is volcanic smog.
It is smog with sulfur dioxide.
The smog (in Metro Manila)
came from pollutants coming
from vehicles while the haze
is the result, We cannot see
because of the smog," Bacolcol
explained.

Residents near Taal should
wear N95 masks.
- With Bella Cari so, Ar-

nell Ozaeta ' .
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426 beneficiaries.
get land titles
ILAGAN CITY: To address land tenure
issues and promote social and
economic development, 124
land titles were awarded to ben-
eficiaries from 15 municipalities
and one city in Isabela province.

Regional executive director
Gwendolyn Bambalan of the
Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR)
Cagayan Valley, said on Monday
that the titles are in addition to
the recently awarded 302 pat-
ents to beneficiaries in Cagayan
province.

Bambalan said land titles
are also set to be distributed in
Batanes, Quirino and Nueva Viz-
caya provinces within the week.

She also urged the agency's
field officials to streamline and
expedite processing.

Bambalan explained that there
are 125 days as a maximum peri-
od to complete the process from
application to the registration of
land titles as mandated by law.

"We will do our best to ex-
pedite granting of land titles to
eligible beneficiaries," Bambalan

said, noting the importance of
land as a finite resource and the
need for larJdowners to have
secured and legally recognized
titles.

DENR Isabela chief Orly Cari-
azo said the recent Handog Ti-
tulo Program held in Tumauini
town in Isabela has addressed
long-standing issues on land
tenure in the province.

Expressi g gratitude for the
distribution of land titles in the
municipality, Tumauini Mayor
Venus Bautista said, "The bene-
ficiaries are indeed fortunate to
have received this support from
the government and the DENR."

Renita Consejo of the Registry
of Deeds also stressed the impor-
tance of having titles in ensuring
the security and legitimacy of
land ownership.

Meanwhile, Rebecca Valdez,
principal of Sinamar North El-
ementary School in San Mateo
town, thanked the DENR for
its assistance in processing the
school's land title.

LEANDER C. DOMINGO
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12.500 VOLUNTEERS JOIN C ASTAL CLEANUP
. OF MANILA- M

Watsons Philippines' goal is to collect 6S,000 kg of trash by 2030

come more socially conscious
as a company, through initia-
tives like "Operation Smile,"
which are free procedures for
children with cleft palates, and
other community medical mis-
sions. It also explores renew-
able energy sources like solar
energy, and uses less and recy-
cled plastic packaging for their
products.

Moreover, Watsons offers
initiatives that incentivize cus-
tomers to recycle in exchange
for special Watsons deals, like
the "Recycle for Rewards" and
"Trash to Cash" programs.

She also said they are look-
ing at the possibility of part-
nering with their suppliers in
building refilling stations to
further promote reusing of
plastic containers and reducing
waste.

Ninety-eight percent of
Watsons' employees get trained
in sustainability practices and
are given opportunities to in-
corporate sustainability into
their professional and personal
lives, according to Coloma.

More than 12,500 vol-
unteers participated in this
year's ICC. Backed by Presi-
dential Proclamation No. 47,
the cleaning initiative is ob-
served every third Saturday
of September, looking to raise
awareness of the growing gar-
bage problems affecting coast-

Volunteers pick up trash by the coast. lines around the world. INQ----------.--~----

By Joanna Mangalino
@joaINQ '

The sun had barely peeked
from the horizon when scores
of people of various affilia-
tions began picking up litter
on the coast of Manila Baylast
Sept. 16. Students and teach-
ers, young scouts in their uni-
forms and employees of es-
tablishments surrounding SM
By the Bay looked enthusias-
tic as they participated in the
International Coastal Cleanup
Day (ICe).

Among them were em-
ployee-volunteers from Wat-
sons Philippines. Watsons
joined forces with SM for the
coastal cleanup initiative as
part of its continuous demon-
stration of its commitment to
the environment and ongoing
efforts in making a positive
impact on both the planet and
the community.

Senior sustainability man-
ager Lexie Coloma said that
Watsons has always integrat-
ed sustainability into its cor-
porate strategy and has been
consistently at the forefront'
of encouraging its employ-
ees and customers alike to be
more hands-on in cleaning up
the environment and making
it a better place to live in for
future generations.

"One of the goals is to be
able to collect ss.ooo kilo-
grams of trash by 2030," she
says, adding ~hat while it may

Employee-volunteers of Watsons help collect coastal waste.
-PHOTOS BYJOANNA MANGALINO

seem like a bit too grand a
goal, the partnership with SM
for the ICC is a step closer to
that goal.

During the program, of-
ficials from the Department
of Environment and Natural
Resources and the Philippine
Coast Guard conducted a brief
orientation on coastal clean-
up. They emphasized proper
care of our oceans and the im-
portance of reducing plastic
consumption, given a stagger- -
ing 2.7 million tons of plastic
waste flow into Philippine wa-
ters and impact marine spe-
cies every year.

Incentivizing customers
In addition to actively or-

ganizing and participating in
coastal cleanups, Coloma also
shared how the retailer has be-
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CSC leads tre -planting initiativ
to celebrate Civil Service Month

The Civil Service Commission (CSC)spearheaded
the nationwide simultaneous fun run, trail hike
and tree planting events collectively dubbed as
the Plant-Run on Sunday, 17September 2023.The

activity is one of the highlights of the celebration of the
123rd Philippine Civil Service Anniversary (PCSA).

In the National CapitalRegion(NCR)andRegionIv,CSC
Chairperson Karlo Nograles led government employees in
planting indigenous, fruit-bearing, and bamboo trees in Yes
City,Barangay Cuyambay Tanay,Rizal.

Together with Chairperson Nograies were Tanay
Municipal Mayor Rafael A. Tanjuatco, Anti-Red Tape
Authority Director General Ernesto Perez, Laguna Lake
Development Authority General Manager Senando
A. Santiago, Bureau of Fire Protection Calabarzon Fire
Senior Inspector Argie J. Baniel, Provincial Environment Among the government agencies which partie oated in
and Natural Resources Officer Forester Ramil Limpiada, the event were the Department of Labor and Emp ryment
Philippine National Police Rizal Province OIC Provincial Department ofPublicWorksand Highways, Department of
Director PCOL Rainerio M. De Chavez and Bureau of Tourism,DepartrnentofHealth,DepartrnentofSocialWel£are
Customs Cornmissioner Guillermo Parayno Jr. and Development, Department of the Interior and Local

"Happy Philippine Civil Service Anniversary! Nais Government, Philippine SpaceAgency,Philippine tatistia;
kong batiin ang lahat ng mga ahensya na kasama natin Authority, Bureau of Immigration, Human Sett ernents
ngayon dahil ang PCSA ay hindi lamang anibersaryo ,ng Adjudication Commission, and National Museum.
CSC, ito ay anibersaryo ng lahat ng civil servants, the 1.9 Also present at the event were representativ es from
million workforce of the government nationwide. Sa the Office of the President, Bureau of Broadcast S rvices.
Plant-Run po na ito natin makikita na tayong mga civil National Commission on Muslim Filipinos, Plultppme
servants, isinasabuhav natin ang lagi nating sinusumpa Sports Commission, Philippine Normal University
tuwing Panunumpa ng Katapatan sa Watawat at Panunumpa Development Academy of the Philippines, Tanay Water
ng Lingkod Bayan- ang pagiging maka-kalikasan," remarked District, Government Service and Insurance Syst m
Chairperson Nograles. National Council on Disability Affairs, Phi ippine

He congratulated CSC Regional Office IV, led by Commission on Good Governance, Officeof Civil [' efense,
Regional Director Maria Leticia G. Reyna, for organizing Philippine National Police, an,dPhilippine Army.
the activity that will raise funds for Pamanang Lingkod _~_~-"---'--- -'-_~
Bayani, a program that honors government workers who
died in the line of duty through the provision of one-time
financial assistance plus scholarship opportunities to their
family members. _

"We are proud to announce that we have exceeded the
target number of participants for this event by 180%.TIme
and time again,kapag gumagawa tayo ng mga events kung saan
makikita al1gpagkakaisa ng mga civilservants and with a good
cause, pinapalabas talaga naiin ang ating pagmamahal sa bayan
at pagmamahal sa kalikasan;" he added.

For his part, Mayor Tanjuatco expressed appreciation
to the CSC for choosing Yes City as the venue for this
year's Plant-Run.

"Karangatan na maging panauhin kayo dito sa Tal1ay. Tayo
ay nasa pinakamataas na bahagi I1gTanay at ang bundok na ito
ay bahagi ng upper Marikina protected area. Boundary rin
ito Kaliwa River kung kaya mahalaga na mapangalagaan ang
Lugar na ito," said Mayor Tanjuatco.

Also present during the event were CSC Assistant
Commissioners Ariel G. Ronquillo, Karin Litz P. Zerna,
Judith A. Dongallo-Chicano, Nerissa B. Canguilan; CSC
NCRDirectorIVVictoriaF.Esber;and PublicAssistanceand
Information OfficeDirector Maria Luisa Salonga-Agamata.
I

CSC Chairperson Karlo Nograles, together with Tanay
Municipal Mayor Rafael A. Tanjuatco and CSC official
led government employees during the Plant-Run in Ye
City, Barangay Cuyambay Tanay, Rizal in celebration of
the 123rd Philippine Civil Service Anniversa (PCSA.
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ive-minute Boracay daily cleanup launched

Y TARA YAP

ILOILO CITY - A five-minute
aily cleanup has been launched at
orld - famous Boracay Island as part
f the recent Tourism Week celebra-
ion of Malay town, Aklan province.

The five-minute daily program
own as "High 5 Boracay" on the

tretch of the white sand beach at the
ountry's most popular each desti-
ation is the pet project of an alli-
nce formed as Boracay positions

itself as Asia's next big destination
for meetings, incentives, conven-
tions, conferences, exhibitions, and
events or MICE.

The song "Isla Boracay" com-
posed by Daniel Fernandez of
Palawan which won in a song-writ-
ing competition was played to perk
up participants.

The Boracay MICE All iance
is backed by the Department of
Tourism-Western Visayas led by
Director Crisanta Marlene Rodriguez.

It November 2021, the DO' -
Tourism Promotions Board (TP )
gathered industry stakeholders
for the MICE Buyers Invitatior al
Program that looked into how t e
country's most famous beach de -
tination can be a major MICEplay er
in Asia.

The country's MICE ndus y
leaders want to boost Bora cay's ca-
pability to host incentive travel aid
small- to medium- size conferences
in the future.
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a ,crushedc
dbar near Pa

PUERTO RINCESA CITY-
Piles 'of de d corals have cov-
ered the e tire Sandy Cay 2, a
small san ar situated 3 kilo-
meters (2 lles] west of Pag-
asa (Thitu) Island in Kalayaan
town, Pala an province.

In a vi it to the area by
the Inqui er on Sept. 22,
the heap of dead corals
were'seen reaching about 2

meters hiih and appeared
to . have een deliberately
dumped 0 to the sandbar in
an appareht attempt to re-
claim the rea.

The s ndbar and the
smaller S ndy Cay 1 that
is closer 0 Pag-asa Island
form part of the country's
territorial claims but are
also being laimed by China,
which has built facilities in
adjacent Z mora (Subi) Reef.

Chines maritime mi-
litia (CM ) vessels have
been posi g as fishing boats
in the wef Philippine Sea
(WPS) sw rrning the Esco-
da (Sabina Shoal and San-
dy Cay 2, ccording to the
Philippine Army's Western
Command Wescom).

For ~ficial islands
Last w ek, government.

officials di closed that Chi-
na might be destroying and
harvesting orals which they
use in recl ation and con-
struction 0 artificial islands

ral c
-asa Isl

PRELUDETO RECLAMATION? A portion of Sandy Cay 2 off Pag-asa Island in the West Philippine
Sea is now covered with dead, crushed corals in this photo taken on Sept. 22- -GERALDFORD T eKE

in theWPS.
The Philippine Coast Guard

also released a video last week
showing the destroyed and
bleached corals in Escolta Shoal.

In a previous report,
Wescom said at least 33Chinese
militia vessels were spotted in
the vicinity Of Escolta Shoal on
Sept. 6 and Sept. 7.

On Sept. 22, around izmilitia
vessels were seen in the vicinity
of Sandy Cay 2, along with a Chi-
nese Coast Guard ship.

At least 42 more militia

vessels were spotted while an-
chored near Rozul (Iriquois)
Reef the following day.

In an interview, , escom
chief Vice Adm. Alber 0 Car-
los also confirmed the recent
swarming of mil ia vessels ill
Sandy Cay.

"Sandy Cay is a mown
swarm area of CMM a d the
Chinese Coast G lard During
our last visit [on Sept. 22],

there were at least 12 CMM
vessels surrour ding Sandy
Cay 2. This is mly 2 miles
from Pag-asa I land where
our troops reg arly patrol,"
Carlos said. lNQ

Fishermen blocked
The Chinese Coast Guard

ship is also intercepting and
warding off small boats that are
trying to access Sandy Cay 2,

Wescom said.
Chinese Coast Guard vessels

blocking fishermen from going
to Sandy Cay 2 from Pag-asa
Island was first reported by the
Philippine government in 2021.
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MeI Mining to' surpass '2
i,icl<elore output, shipments'

BVVGCABUAG

"'@viUygc

MCI Mining Corp. said it is on
ack to surpass its 2022 nickel

are production and shipments
aft I recording improvements in the
firs I semester.

January to June, pro-
nearly doubled to 1.12
wet metric tons (WMT)
67,000 WMT. The figure
better than its 2022 full-
tputofl.03 million WMT.

M nwhile, shipments in the
first alf reached 1.06 million
WM equivalent to 73 percent
of the total sales volume of 1.45
milli n WMT in 20;22.

" ~ attribute our strong

performance to improved op-
erational efficiency and permit
timing," DMCI Mining President
Tulsi Das C. Reyes said:

"Shortly after Zambales Di-
versified Metals Corp. [ZDMC]
was granted an ECCamendment,
we worked on securing the aux-
iliary permits, local manpower
and heavy equipment needed to
boost our production capacity."

Last January, ZDMC was

granted an amen ed environmental
compliance cer~ificate (ECC) that
allowed the comfany to raise its an-
nual production to a maximum of 2.7
million dry metric tons.

"To sustain our growth momen-
tum and offse~ the impact of our
Berong mine depletion, we are look-
ing to open new/pines in Zarnbales,'
said Reyes. I

Reyes said one mine will be op-
erational by Dfcember this year
and another is sl t to open by second
quarter of 20241

"Now we're talking about a new
company and new mine, that is
maybe three weeks or one month
behind our permit for that asset in-
side ZDMC; he ~aid.

"I strongly bf~ieve that we have a
very good chance to get this permit
before year-end, but please note we

have to get tree-cutting permit afte·r-
. wards. Once we get the tree cutting
permit, we can mine."

If there were delays, it could
start in January or February but
maybe due to the cutting of trees
and mobilization of heavy equip-
ment, which needs lead tirr.e, ac-
cording to Reyes.

"I'm confident we'll get the per-
mit, shovels in the ground. But I'm
very confident it'll happen within
the proper time frame plus minus
one month."

For the first half of 2023, DMCI
. Mining recorded a net income of
P708 million, a 35-percent drop
from last year's Pl.Og billion owing
to lower selling prices and increased
costs from higher shipments, fuel
consumption, depreciation, amor-
tization and labor expenses.
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DMCI Mining nearly
doubles ore output
THEmining subsidiary of listed DMCI
Holdings Ine. said it was "on track to
surpass its 2022 nickel ore production
and shipments" after first-half output
reached 1.12 million wet metric
tons (WMT), up 98 percent or nearly
double the year-earlier 567,000 WMT.

In a disclosure, DMCIMining Corp.
said first-half production was "even
better than its 2022 full-year output
of 1.03 million WMT."

"We attribute our strong per-
. formance to improved operational
. efficiency and permit timing," DMCI
; Mining President Tulsi Das Reyessaid.

. "Shortly after Zambales Diversified
Metals Corp. (ZDM(, a subsidiary of
DMCI)was granted an ECC(envi-
ronmental compliance certificate)

, amendment, we worked on securlnq
: the auxiliary permits, local manpower
: and Iteavy equipment needed to
: boost our production capacity:' he
: added.

last January, ZDMCwas granted an
amended ECCthat allowed it to raise
its annual production to a maximum
of 2.7 million dry metric tons.

DMCIMining said shipments in the
first six months of this year reached
1.06 million WMT,equivalent to 73
percent of the total sales volume of
1.45 million WMT in 2022.

Reyessaid that they were look-
ing to expand operations to sustain
growth momentum via two new min-
ing sites: one inside the ZDMCarea, to
be called Zambales Chromite Metals
Corp. (ZCMC),and another one set to
open by the second quarter of 2024.

This move, he adped, will help
offset the impact Of the Berong
mine depletion. Berong Nickel Corp.
is a subsidiary of DMCIMining and
operates a mining site in Quezon,
Palawan.

"I strongly believe that we have a
very good chance to get this permit
before year-end," Reyessaid, adding
that ZCMCwould be operational by
December.

"But please note we have to get
a tree-cutting. permit. Afterward,
once we get the tree-cutting permit,
we can already mine. So, if there's
a slight delay, [perhaps] January or
February."

Delays could also come from the
delivery of heavy equipment, for
which orders have been made, and
the time it would take to gather mine
workers.

He added that the ZCMCproject
would cost the company around P300
million.

For the first half of this year, DMCI
Mining recorded a net income of
P708 million, down 35 percent from
the Pl.09 billion posted in the same
period last year.

The profit drop was attributed to
lower selling prices and increased
costs from higher shipments, fuel
consumption, depreciation, amortiza-
tion and labor expenses.

Shares of DMCI Mining's parent
firm DMCI Holdings Inc. were down
by 18 centavos to Pl 0.18 apiece on
Monday.

JANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL

D D D
BANNER EDITORIAL CI RTOON
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US-backed anti-China groups
seeking to influence water

projects, governance?, .

A FOREIGN relations specialist
£\is accusing groups reportedly
backed by the United States of
spreading anti-Chinese senti-
ment to influence countries that
have received funding for water
system projects from China.

In a Quezon City media forum,
Ado Paglinawan said that the US
government, through US-funded
groups, is spreading lies to stop
projects being funded by China.

"There is a lobby to stop the
Kaliwa Dam and the impound-
ing system to be constructed in
Candaba, Pampanga. The US,
Japan and Korea do not have
money to fund these projects.
China will surely finance it. I
hope the opposition will stop
spreading lies because this is
the solution for the Central
Luzon flooding, at least for
the meantime."

Paglinawan also accused the
United States government of
attempting to revive the Cold
War by spreading lies against
China, particularly over the
propaganda being spread by US-
backed groups over the issue of
the Mekong River water system.

"Western propagandists claim
that the dams built by China
caused the decrease in the vol-
ume of water flow of the Me-
kong River to the downstream
countries of Cambodia, Viet-
nam and Thailand. However,
the truth is that 87 percent of
the water flow goes out, and
only 13 percent remains in
China. All because the US wants
to rekindle the Cold War. II

How~ Paglinawan refused to
.name the allegedUS-backedgroups.

At the same time, Paglinawan
criticized the Department of For-
eign Affairs for failing to take steps
to ensure the target number of visa
issuances to Chinese tourists.

NAKED
THOUGHT

CHARLIEV.
MANALO

more visa requirements for Chi-
nese tourists. .

"Just like in Hong Kong, if
you are to stay for 30 days, you
don't need to secure a visa. If you
intend to stay longer, that's when
you must secure a visa. Tourism
contributes a lot to the income
of the government. II

* * *
Speaking of projects involving

bodies of water, Gadon chastised
critics of the Manila Bay reclama-
tion projects, claiming that Presi-
dent Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has
been fed with wrong information
about the reclamation projects.
The President had ordered the
projects suspended.

Gadon said that even Singa-
pore, whose progress and devel-
opment are the envy of many
Filipinos, has been benefiting
from reclamation projects.

With a small land area, Sin-
gapore has also embarked on
reclamation projects, the biggest
earner of which is Marina Bay,
Gadon said.

He said he would draft an execu-
tive summary regarding the Manila
Bayreclamation projects, which he
will submit to the Chief Executive.

"With the reclamation projects,
millions of jobs can be created
aside from the vast revenues that
the national government would
get. And more than that, some
160 hectares from the 320 hect-
ares to be reclaimed would be
turned over to the government
as recurring investment. II

Gadon also allayed fears that
the reclamation projects in Ma-
nila Bay would deprive the poor
of the view of the world-famous
Manila Bay sunset.,
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"The government's target is 8
million tourists. Two million will
come from China. Yet, the DFA
can only issue 300 to 500 tour-
ist visas a day at the maximum.
To reach 2 million tourists from
China, they must process 5,000
to 8,000 visas a day. Is the DFA
conniving with the US Embassy
to prevent Chinese tourists from
coming over? The government
may lose up to P2 billion if the
target of 2 million Chinese tour-
ists will not be met."

The presidential adviser for
poverty alleviation, Secretary Lar-
ry Cadon, who was at the press
forum, agreed to investigate the
matter. Cadon said that he agrees
with the insights of PagIinawan.
He said that there should be no

"Wehave had reclamation proj-
ects in Manila Bay evetn:luring the
time of President Ferdinand Mar-
cos Sr. The Cultural Center of the
Philippines, the Folk Arts Theater
and other edifices in the Manila
area are results of the reclamation
projects during the time of the
late president. Recent reclamation
projects have also resulted in new
casino hotels and a big mall in
the reclaimed area, but we can
still enjoy the view of the world-
famous Manila Bay sunset, " said
Cadon. He stressed that there
would still be a 12-meter ease-
ment from the bay proper.

!
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T IS a continuing
disaster, as
climatologists and

alysts tell us.

~

d climate change is endangering
h ans and natural environments in every
co tinent, and the United Nations says the
w rid is running out of time to keep at bay
th m?st devastating consequences of global
w mg.

xperts have raised the bulletin board that
gl bal warming impacts everyone's food
and water security.

They add climate change has been a direct
cause of soil degradation, which limits the
a±unt of carbon the earth is able to contain,
po nting out that some 500 million people
to ay live in areas affected by erosion, while
up to 30 per cent of food is lost or wasted
as a result.

The report, released by the UN
Intergovernmental Panel' on Climate
Change, or IPCC, outlines the increasings that climate change poses to human
he lth, infrastructure, the stability of food
an water resources and the biodiversity of
thf]'lanet's ecosystems.

Ine assessment, produced by 270 scientists
fro~ 67 countries who make up the IPCC's

PAGE

so-called Working Group II, represents
broad consensus within the research
community about how global warming is
affecting people and the environinent - and
the potential consequences of inaction.

Th impacts of
climate change in

.Philippines~which
loses P26 billion per
year from this weat er
phenomenon, are
immense
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Beyond doubt, we have seen in recent
months increased heatwaves, droughts and
floods which are exceeding plants' and
animals' tolerance thresholds, driving mass
mortalities in species such as trees and corals.

Climate scientists who have been
warning about the long-term and inequitable
effects of global warming say the need for
immediate and comprehensive action cannot
be overstated.

DATE

Rising temperatures are eling
environmental degradation Ii tural
disasters, weather extremes, food an vater
insecurity, economic disruption, .01 flict,
and terrorism.

Sea levels are rising, the Arctic is n e ting,
coral reefs are dying, oceans are acic • -ing,
and forests are burning.

The impacts of climate cl ange ir the
Philippines, which loses P26 billion per
year from this weather phenomenon are
immense, including annual 10 ses in (}DP,
changes in rainfall patterns an distribt "ion,
droughts, threats to biodiversity and ood
security, sea level rise, public health I sks,
and endangerment of vulnerable gr )UPS
such as women and indigenous people

This is due to the country's high ex ure
to natural hazards (cyclones lands! des,
floods, droughts), dependence on clin ate-
sensitive natural resources, and vast
coastlines where all of its major cities and
the majority of the population reside.

We note the Philippines submitte its
Nationally Determined Contributio the
United Nations Framework Conventic on
Climate Change in April 2021.

It pledged a projected reductio d
avoidance of greenhouse gas emissi n of
75 percent for the period 2020-203 of
which 2.71 percent is unco ditional d
72.29 percent is conditional.
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CGre ovesC ina bar i r
sident orders Ano, task force to open shoal to Pinoy fish rs

1.0CATION OF THE BUOY ROPE BARRIER

N THE orders of the President, National Security
Adviser Eduardo Ano directed the Philippine Coast
Guard (PCG) yesterday to remove the floating barriers
by China at a shoal in the West Philippine Sea, which
Filipino fishermen from the fish-rich area.

In a S atement, the National Task
Rorce for he West Philippine Sca (NTF-
WPS) he cd by Ano said the peG was
~rected' 0 execute a special operation
to remo the floating barrier that ob-

,ructcd t e southeast entrance of the
ajo De asinloc (BDM).".
Accord ng to the peG, the barrier

"posed a hazard to navigation and a
clear viol ion of international law."

"It also hinders the conduct of fish-
ing and li lihood activities of Filipino
~herfolk In BDM, which is an integral
pl.rt or t phlHppine national terri-
tory," the cast Guard added.

Ai\o earlier said President ferdinand
Marcos Jr. "is well-informed" in all the
developments in the \\,es\ Philippine Sea,
including the areas surrounding the BOM
or Scarborough Shoal and -'yungin Shoal,
and that the government would protect the
rights of fishcnnen in the area.

"The decisive action of the PCG to re-
move the barrier aligns with international
law and the Philippines' sovereignty over
the shoal," the task force said.

The government had vowed to take
"appropriate action" as the National Se-
curity Council (NSC) and the Department

Nutptl9~

BARRIERS CUT, These photos from the Pl1IlIpplne Coast Guard show how it conducted the _ration to rerrove the 3DO-met<'~ong
floatin9 bwler Imlalled by C:hlnij'j nml forcll5lt theBaja d@Ma!inloc. PCG PhDtD~ .

fCG categorically that such actions by China Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman
•• violated the traditional fishing rights Wang Wenbin said the Philippine ves-

. omAl of Filipino fishermen in the shoal who sel entered the disputed shoal, referred
have been fishing there for centuries, to as Huangyan Island by the Chinese,

df Fore gn Affairs (DFA) condemned "Any state that prevents them from do- without permission.
qhina's nstallationofa300-meterbarrier ing artisanal fishing there violates UNC- On Sunday, the 'Philippine Coast
across ~e mouth of the shoal and chas- LOS and international law, in general," Guard reported that Chinese vessels
ing awa fishermen who tried to enter the he added, referring to the United Nations had installed a 300-meter floating bar-
fish-rich area. . Convention on the Law ofthe Sea. rier in Scarborough Shoal, barring Fili-

Ailo phasized that the placement of· China, on the other hand, said it set up pino fishermen from fishing in the area.

tiers violates the "traditional fishing the barrierto prevent a Bureau of Fisher- The DFA said the Chinese barrier
ri hIS"0 the country's fishers, whose rights ies and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) ship was illegal as it infringed on Philip-
\ re am ed by the 2016 ruling of the Per- from "trespassing" into Scarborough pine sovereignly.
manent ourt of Arbitration (PCA).· Shoal, which Beijing insists is Chinese "Bajo de Masinloc (Scarborough

The a bitral court, Ano said, ruled territory-despite the fmdin& of the rC;i\. Stlg~l) is an integral part of the Philip.
--~------------~~---- I

pines over which we have sov. reignty
and territorial jurisdiction," tl e DFA
said, citing UNCLOS.

"The 2016 Arbitral Award afirrns it
as a traditional fishing ground of Fili-
pino fisherfolk," the department said.

"China's reported installation of bar-
riers and its negative impact on the
livelibood of Filipino fisherfolk or any
other activity that infringes uj on the
Philippines' sovereignty and' j risdic-

'tion in Bajo de Masinloc are vi lations
of international law, particular y UN-

CLOS and the Arbitral
F . Award," it adde! .
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Crowdfunding conservation: A Pacific
island's plan to protect its waters
By I88AM AHMED

nited Nations, US (AFP) -
For a little under $150, you
can now directly sponsor
marine conservation across

one square kilometer of the Pacific
Ocean, through a novel scheme an-
nounced this week by the tiny island
of Niue.

. Located halfway between Fiji and
the CookIslands, the vast waters of the
"Rock of Polynesia" are home to coral
reefs and undersea mountains that
host diverse species, including sharks,
dolphins, turtles and more.

But finding the resources to protect
these habitats from the threats of il-
legal fishing, climate change and pol-
lution had proven challenging for one
of the world Is smallest self-governing
nations.

uWe've been going to confer-
ences for so long, telling our story,
but it seemed like we weren't getting
anywhere," Niue's Premier Dalton
Tagelagi told AFP in an interview at
the United Nations headquarters in
New York, adding he had come to
view summits as "talk fests with no
action."

Under the new plan, companies,
philanthropies and individuals can pay
250 New Zealand dollars (US$149) to
protect and manage one or more square

.kilometers ofwater, calledOceanCon-
servation Commitments (OCCs).

There are 127,000 OCCsin total,
corresponding to the size in square ki-
lometers of iue's Uno-take" protected
marine zone, which represents 40

. percent of i overall sovereign waters.
Niue is thus hoping to raise $18

million through the initiative, which
covers a period of 20 years.

"It's very exciting," said Tagelagi,
adding that the government itself was
sponsoring 1,700 units, one for each of
the island's residents.

Most of the fishing on Niue takes
place nearshore at subsistence level,
involving traditional canoes.

But as technology has improved
over the years, both in terms of fishing
gear and also refrigeration of food, the
amount harvested has increased,Bren-
don Pasisi, project manager of the Niue
Ocean Wide Project, a public-private
entity running the initiative, told AFP.

Ontop of that, plastic pollution and
effluent runoff are contributing to the
degradation of the marine environ-
ment, he added.

Then there are external challenges
in the form offoreign fishing fleets that
can intrude into the protected zone.

uIt's a vast area to cover on patrol
boats so we're looking at drones," said
Premier Tagelagi, which the scheme
will fund. .
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--~~ - Arecovery team member examines a space
capsule carrying NASA'sfirst asteroid samples on Sunday, Sept. 24, 2023. Scientists hope the
asteroid sample aboard the spacecraft will provide humanity with a better understahding
on the formation of our solar system and how Earth became habitable. AFP PHOTO

Major asteroid sample
brought to Earth in ASA first
DUGWAY"Utah:A seven-year space voyage
came to its dimactic end Sunday when a
NASAcapsule landed in the desert in the
US state of Utah, carrying to Earth the
largest asteroid samples ever collected.
Scientists have high hopes for the

sample, saying it will provide a better
understanding of the formation of our
solar system and how Earth became.
habitable.
When they learned that the capsule's

main parachute had deployed, "I liter-
ally broke into tears," the Osiris-Rex
mission's principal investigator Dante
Lauretta told a press conference.
"That was the moment 1 knew we

made it home .... For me the real science
is-just beginning." The 3.86-billion-mile
(6.21-billion-kilometer) journey marked
the United States' first sample return
mission of its kind, the US space agency
said in a post on X, formerly Twitter.
NASA chief Bill Nelson hailed the

mission and said the asteroid dust "will
give scientists an extraordinary glimpse
into the beginnings of our solar system."
The Osiris-Rex probe's final. fiery de-

scent through Earth's atmosphere was
perilous, but NASAmanaged to engineer
a soft landing at 8:52 a.m. local time
(1452 GMT), in the military's Utah Test

>-A~teroidA2
, ,
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TEROID FROM A 1o .:-'1'

JJ~ajorasteroid sample
and Training Range.

Four years after its 2016 launch,
the probe had landed on the as-
teroid Bennu and collected what
NASA estimated is roughly 9
ounces (250 grams) of dust from
its rocky surface.

Even that small amount, NASA
says, should "help us better under-
stand the types of asteroids that
could threaten Earth."

The sample return "is really his-
toric, " NASAscientist Amy Simon
told AFP. "This is going to be the
biggest sample we've brought back
since the Apollo moon rocks" were
returned to Earth.

Osiris-Rex released its capsule
early Sunday from an altitude of
more than 67,000 miles.

The fiery passage through the
atmosphere came only in the
last 13 minutes as the capsule
hurtled downward at a speed of
more than 27,000 miles per hour,
with temperatures of up to 5,000
degrees Fahrenheit (2,760 degrees
Celsius ).

NASA images showed the tire-
sized capsule on the ground in a
desert wash, with scientists ap-
proaching the device and taking
readings.

Eventually they conduded the

capsule was not breached, mean-
ing its all-important air-tight seal
remained intact, avoiding any
contamination of the sample with
desert sands.

The team then lifted the capsule
by helicopter to' a nearby "dean
room."

Meanwhile, the probe that made
the space journey fired its engines
and shifted course away from
Earth, NASAsaid, "on its way" for
a date with another asteroid. •

Japanese samples

On Monday, the sample heads to
Johnson Space Center in Houston
for additional study, and NASA
plans to announce its first results
at a news conference October 11.

Roughly one-fourth of the sam-
ple will be immediately used in
experiments, and a small amount
will be se t to mission partners
Japan and Canada.

But most of it Will be saved for
future generations - a "treasure for
scientificanalysis foryears and years
and years to come, to our kids and
grandkids and people that haven't
even been born yet," Lori Glaze, di-
rector of NASA'sPlanetary Sciences
division, said. AFP
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1. 0\III'VIew err the ptograri1 and Its program rnanII(J8IrI8nt
2. tWeSand~fDrtheact\clllnhtp;
~ II\III8IIiont IIJIIbono!1l •••••• :II.Iwa; IIJII
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~"aiI"''''~'='~~~~==Wo':r::=
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• Republlcqf_~pplnn
BANGSAMORO AUTONOMOUS REQION tN MUSLIM MlIfOAN_O

Minlatry gf !:nvlronnNl't, NIItu •.• l R•• oul'OM .nd E• .,."
OFFICE OF THE MINISTER

aa9amoro G~nt Center,GovernorGutlarrQl;Av••, RHo7, Cot.u..tct cny
Tel. No. (OM) 421- .11I387

IN RI!: CANCELLATiON OF MINERAL=~~r.r=
TRADING AND NIMING CORPORATION

ORDIeR

WHEREAS, s.~ 2 01 RepublIC Act No. 7842 othetwlaf knoWn a. "the PhIIipp&ne
aInIng ArA of 1896" "*'- thet -All mineral r88CWQ11n puilllc and pdvIte land. WtItUn
(N ~ and 8ItClu •••••• economlc zone of 1M R •.••• !O ol the PhlilpplMl at. owned
by thI etate. "sh"!:I1 thel mpon.lblllt)' tithe IItaIe to pnnow ItMtIrrallonllloplc:lrlUon.
dewloplrw.nt.t.dll::atklnWldCGr'IIMNlItIgnltRugl'l theGO~eftQrtarJI~nt.nd
tM pttvat,MOkx k'IOfdwUi-nanc. netIon., growth In. lIMYthatafftlclvety~.
the tnVIro'I'IIMtItn prvtactthe~orstfeehld communftln,.

WHeAl_a. &Ktioo 1.1iIIa lISof~ BI .•• moro ~ ~ __ thm"liI

~:rl~ht~:=,~~U:nd~=:' -:!::'::Uf~~-=~ri:=
mM"'" Inthea.;umora Al.llonon'lOUll Reglcn;

WlERE,Aa. en Oc1ober23.2007, tMAUIonomout RqIon In Mu.um MInd8f'lIO~

~1iI:~~~~:=.=;:~~~~J~::fs~'::::r:'':~=f'D==
IF! 6od4)"Xec::utod Mi\wl ProdtictianSMrfnO~emont No. 01·ARMU 07 (UM"MPSA0

)

fo(thII~~.ndutil:tatlanDlnlclcel.ndothermnarald.po&i •• 18Jd5tinQ
w4thln tho contrwct ••• Of e,044.44 he!;Wrn ~od in the mllnJalpdUn of lIin;U)/81\,
Ta¢ubh. sape-6~aJtd Panglima Su;aIa,"1n tr. ptOIItnce ofTIN't·1MoJt,

WHEREAS. the NPSAhu a Wr!I oftwanty-1lYa (25»)"11"" ftom EBecIiM Data. whICh tnaf
M Nnewed thareahr tot anothat *'" not elIceecllng two:'lty4tllll l2!) ~.

WHEREAS. Sectiolta is and 87 at ReputJIC Ad: (RA) No. 1942 pn:nMe o.t vtmalion of
1tIetIfmI and c;QrdiOOl of • permit or vcement and tanure 10 pay the t:.a. and r.a,

~UIIl1Iho gOYlIII1llnt fir two (il COORII\IIVt,... WlIJIUMIhI IIMlllltloft IIIIhI
permit or agreeftlflnt;

YfHEREAS. Soctlon 230 of OENR ~lnlslnltfve Order (OAO) He. 20,0-2t prclYld.thlilt
the folloWing .,. thu grvUndl for CIInCllllation,niIYOCI;IUonend tarmln.lion or II permit or
agre9ment (al fats8hOGd or omission 01 fillets In the application whlch may s1\ar. change
or effect aublrtClntialfy 1M! ~I 881 font! !n Hid &tatemanla; (b) nQn-payment of taMlS
and tNe dua tha Ga'Mmmanl for two con.cvttve ,.un; (c) falbe to perl'orrn all 01h0t
ob!igatfon.a, Inekdng ebendonment, u.ndtlr IhepetmiIa 01 &9recmenta;; (d)~Ucn otany
oI~.."..AndcondfUonsoflhe~or""'re8In8nts;lIIIdIor(CJ)vtoIDtioIIof~
taws. PQldeI. and mlM and regUletlona.

WH&A:eAI' SttctIon 15.2 of thO NPSA pmvIdes !tl&t eM MPSA ~ or m.y be
I1armInatfldiotthefcMovtlngce\lMll:(a}~ofltatenr\.YI'toeZhCJrorig1nIlIOlr.new1lli;
(b) wIU1dnrwaI from tneAgntomenc by the contraclo(.lc) vIoIalIon tIy ths C.onttactDrofthe
~t"1 _InS aM cmdIuons: (d) tdure tElP8Y IuH, feeelor charges or ftnandaI
obIIg8lbl\. tot two (2) conlllCl.lth'a yvars; (e) felse ~ oc omisllDn of raca IJy1M
Cootractor. and (1) artYoth6rcauM or tuaon p;uvlded undertha N:J. ~ Its ImpiamerrtinQ
RUia and Regulations. 04'tnY other reltivant laws and ~ticns:

WHEREAS. the ftICOrda.now hi FS 80Ija ~lIod 10·

(a) Pay tho annual OccupatlOrlFII(tS. underthe Mps'\ alnC& CY 2007, In violallon of
Section &.3 dIheNPSA. Section 218 olDAO No. 2011).21, ancf Section 86 ct RA.
No. 7042;

(01 e_~ __ .nollllilllllll •.••• t1I"""'tI\o"'"'!hoElloctlw
o.u of1htl NPSAfofa period dMO (2) yea,r&renawaQla for t6:o penoca but net b
~.tcMttarmof.(8}yeara.;and

(c) '8ubmiI:OQI'I'IPIIIntenlPOf1:8lnduc1in;blAnotBrnlt.adtoWo{kProg~and~
(8ec:tlmS.2oflheMPSA).RaIparting(Secio:nS.601lwMPSA,andEnWonmer*lw..t.""", •••••(LclanlO.!alhlAJ!Al;

WHEREAS, on Sept8fnOar2ti, 2022 •••• June 16, 2023.1h8 MIniI1ry afEnvll'CIC'IIMntancl
NaCwaI R05OUfC8' and Enargy (U1e ~ aenllMtera r.q~ FS ao.,. to 8hoW
QUA why the MPSA IhoukI not be canc.u.d;

WHERI!AS. I"S ISotja r.attd to rospood to any of the leUars sent by the WinIWY:

WHEREAS. on July 1" 2023 the trlinlstry sent anottl.r _Iter requiring FS BorjIIlO McNI
cau•• within flrtMn (15)dAp trcm receipt thereofwtly the MPSAshould not ba cancel!ed
(the ·SOO") MIl to Bttend Ii lechnlcal con1el'1KlCe to dl£(;\lu and chulfy the (1K:tIrda<!
violation. of FS Borjtl; ,

WH!R!AI. durlng'the IKhnlcal conkJrence hlt!donAu;ull22. 2023, no ('8;J)f'IISOtItdvw.
.ppe~ to repeaent FS Borja: ~

WHe'lteAl, on Au;U&t U. 21)23; FS BotJa NpIocI to lhe see .00 averred that

(l) nll.~IO"'''OCQ4Idantax\lt9h1tleWhlMry~paJlhe~texes
ancIfealdusIoIhaI.Dc:lllGi:N!lr'nlftenlLWla.....,,,.PtdcIland._~

(b) In 2013. l AeIdad an &q:Ibre'Jcn Ieam tog8ItIer WI'Ih8 PI'OjKI MInIIpr fer the=~-:=-~~~~.!~~u:
ifI1'edoonwnunl)'lIndaoqu"'flMnbleAllKltu\lon,hoWeYer.lhe~~
LGUtadllatedb)raarna~and:IPIlibot ••• rswunot~tor

""'"'"""-
(c) SometmitbApril 2014. wIite lhei"taam.".." preparing In Bcngge,ofor thetttrwwl

to 1he MPSA area, thattwem acM5ed Dy 01'!lcers r:Afte PhllppiJle Mart,.,. ~ not.
to procHdto the MPSAIilt'MbecaulQ of8liClil~ and NO:I1ilYeonc::emr.

(eI) •• plennedln-hOf.lse~ltanllndotttw~~wcreputonhOldb'
WltlOUlI1l~ tndudinGthe~ Uvaalupon iInUyInto the MPSAIWIICId
dOmIucltheif Ptqa;ctM-aerwhcwas ~ontha prof8ct.

1NKEREA8.dnilItelta~nltoMOlatheOCCUpaliOn_andth6 •• PfOPriatat::llxe5
1WIdt.!•• duelOtM ~om. FS Bor1aetllhlllecftocomplyNofdateGlIN.- 0rdtIr,

Wt4EREAa.FSere".t.aI'-ltoa&atanuBtzlm.uppott.wttrI ••.•yproofor~
ita reasON tor the dtlay" the mmmenc;amem 01 tel: bpJotatlon actM!Je:t:

WHEREAS, the llllllA dFS SO..,.to oompiywlth the bUk: obI~atb:lI; under tr:econ1Nc:t
puW doubC on Ita ftna(ldal and ~1lMIcaJ capabI1Ry ••• ~ Of an MPs,t.;

WHEREAS, the rwtmary ~ of tho Ga\iemrnerrtagreslng k) appoW fS Balla 81 8
ContraclOtof~ MPSA 111:1&:ulMJrancu and w.rranHM thatHh., fl;afinllndei reMIIJrcM.
wcho\c8! comptllenoe, and ,klU~ to cOndud mHng operrioOG:

WHEReAa, Ule ~~montl. on tho 1011(1;ondtf1he MPSA r&malneldte Mdnon-mcwlllQ,=n:!'~~!:fI:::;:~r::~tIWlnott.r dNetvlng and ~ capabla

MEREAS. th9~vIoimforw byFS Barta B/9gro1Pil for rMcan~Jatignt:Jl~M?SA;

WHEREAS. undef Title N. Chap10r 1. Sec!Ion 2 oru. 8engSarnofD~1I8 CocIe.
ttle hlinis\tY ~ be: iWt"ar ""~ for the OIIpklr1UOn. ulJI!ptian. r!'\IlMgement.
ccnMtYatlon. pEatection and ~ deYelopment" lM rogkln·.otIVitonmllrltlll.
I'!21Wral ~ Md MelOY I&uPel •.

WHEREA8. undef 11HeII, Chapter 1. Saction 2 of tJ'Ie alll'lO"~tivo Code.
the ~MI6try IthIUI~ aupBrV\alon and control IW9r mtnamI reuun:ee wtttHntho
a.ngUIMIO I\u:tonDmclIa RagkIn; ,:=~=,~=~d:V\eF~:==~~~~~:',,::~~~~~:~g~J~~:~:!==~:ancn
~:~~t~!R=).~:~~~~::n~:.~==l~~1lQ
SOOROERED.
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MT· s.pt. 28, 2023 •

o
EDITORIAL

o
CARTOON

eo t26- 23
DATE

••••••
WHEREAS. ~ 2 01 ~ubiIc Act No. 7142 otMtwtu knoWn •• aa. PhIlippine
•• tm.~ Act of 1Qi5· 'IaSe&ttlet"Nl mIne(• .-ourC86 In I"Ibftc:and prlvlltlliandswfltM
_ tenhOf)' and ~ ~ ZOM ofttle Rap..D&c at 1M PnlII~" owned
bYtha •••.. H~belhe~otll'l •• tMliklpromota •••. ~.pIotatIon.
~LiIIlzIIUon.ndOClMlll"Wtiont/vol.fGhthotombbd4lffonltJI~and
.,. prI..-tIIeoclOf InOl'darto ilMance nllllonal gmwlh In a...,. tt,II.er.dt¥etyutagujrda
•.•e envlranmenland P*Ct lhe rigtttI of.rlldlld CIOnIrnIJnItIM~

WtEREAS. s.ct\on 1, TlU.11 of the 8aogurncwo ~ Cod. SlaWS 1ta.I:1M
MJn\atIy 01 EnrM:lnnwtl. Natunll ~ and EneIQJ shaI...rdM powor.lMharItyend
righI1o~. C8'tti1op and u1RIze thenatunll reaourcae, Inoludlng mJ"" ~ mfrMNlIlw
In the BlIII'IG8l1moro I\Utonomoua Regia":

WHEREAS.tm~27.20D7.Iha~RegIonIn~MlndtnCOfpred!ceaaor
at the 88ngAmOf'O Autonomau. Region). Uvough Ita_ Doper1men1 Of EnvlronmMlt gndr,:~)='ti~~=:n-AA~-==:~n===~or.:;:::1
brU18 pPttImIon. d~1Iftd utllEdott 01NckeI.ndoIhtr,mn.,./doposltl eMtIng
wfthInttleoorrnct•.•• ot.,100'OOOOhe ••• IoCt*lnthelftlillclpalftlaaolLartguYtll.
Tandubn, and e.pa.Sapa all In the pnMnco Of 'nrwI 'I'Nf:

===:~:ofte=~~=~rctllMY

WHIltIAl. 8actIc:N 81 and 11 of ""~ Ad. (RA) No. 1Sti2 pravtdt ttm vfobtIGn t1I
the iii"", &nCIooncJltIona of. pmnit or 1ICIr..n.nt and t.Iu. to,., the __ and ,...
due to V. govtmrunt torJwo (Z) totIIIacuttva)'U" ftI C*M It•• CWlC8I81!on at 1M
p.rmlor~ •

WttERE!M, 8ac6on 2SO of OENRAdmlrllCnl:tM Order (OAO) No...2010·21 pTQ\4do tI'nIt
the tollowfng ar. th. grolRll for canc:elMUon. moc:atlon and termInItJon of. perm" or

~::~J!~~~=:ort!o;!.~~~:,th~~rn~n-:=':a~
end •••• dua1he Oo'Iarnmen( tor N/O con • .auUvt yMra; (C} ~ 10 ~ aUeaee
obllQ,ltlOM.lncfUIf.no abandoNntm. I.Indwthe plM'ftlltiiorqraarnent:.;Cd) vlol&tlonofany
dlhe terms andcondIUona Of •• Pennltt Qf ~ IIndIor (.) vtoMUon 01 oxta&Ing
In't. polldfll. Met rvlea and legut.tson&.

WHEREA8. Sactkln 16.2 or ••• UPSA ~ that II.MP8A lMmlM1M Of"m.ay be
IIIrrn1na*1roc\fwfrJllowtnQ~(.)_r.Ifonolltalilnl!i,""~Nlor~al;
(b}~trol'lJ •• AgtearMntbyIN:ContI'actcr. 'c.)~by ••• Con!ractaDt'tha
,..aomen1"sWtnlI1'4~(dl6lilUtetDp.ay •••••••• aator~0f1i.nanc:te;l
obllgatlonl tDt two (2) COf\'MCUIMI ~ (a) •••• .-.m.tt Of omtl.akJn of filets by 1M
Contra::Ior.and(1) •• IIIher~grtaaOfl~undeI'''''Ad.andls~1Ing
Ruto. and~. or ~ otheorr1iWVMll: 11IMMet reg:.1aI:Ior.a;

'llHI!RliAt, th ••.••••••• "'ow ••• AMlle ••••• 10-

(I) =~':"hI~~S!:=~~Z:=f'Md20G7~~W:
•••. 7>U;

(b) ===;::==~~=:::r:=.:=
~atolllllllmlot.ta)~1Ind

(c.) SUl:tmtor~~~bI.4notlbllleclwWoric."""tII1If8udQllt
(Sdon&.2oJ'MMNA).RaportIte.{IedIon5.ed •.••UP8A)8I1d~
Wart. PragreM (8acIon 10.3 aI hi MPSA~

WHEREAI.CW'lJuM 5. 2!l23tha MlrUtryotErNlronlMntatid NRnI "--and en.w
(the"M/ni11ry'") teqIoIhd MAC to Mow c.ua wtt)' •• MPSA ahoWl not be CWICOIIad;

WHEREAS, AMRC hlilecf to rNPOnd to tM.u.':d1rt by VIe MIm.try,

WH!."fAS, on JlIIy 18. 2023 the ••••nIatrJ ...canott.r Idw reqWtk1l AMRC to .tIow
CIllO" wIttIfn fin.on (15) dfyt ftDm ~ttutlWOt'WI'Iy Ih.MPSA,hOuld not be cancelled
(the 'SCO") and attend. t.c:hnicaJ conference 10 dllJCUlls and ctartry tho reconlMi
vlolationa 01 /\MRC;

WHEREAS, on July. 201&. the MlN!ltry 18CeIYada IOtCelrap/V hm AMRC In ~ to
1Ilt~Cg""l<Ilm~t<l1I1It .

(a) SometfmeIn20t3.ltlleldedan~...,, wAt1.Pl'ctOCl~
1ho~~"oaarhlplJdcndthli __ wn..AMRC""~
1n&I...."..,.,8llCfdrtlllngMltb.~~ltrfedto ••••••.• rII'POrtwllhCW
fmpacl~nICQl.ftClM:nble~""","'~"IIIIh
~1iII_IiJUIII __ 1OOPnIII __ 1d1lm1'll*1lll1r
1.SlItncMIl~:

(b) Sarna&MIfIApriI 2014. wNIe •••. tMrIVtM ~ "~IDr"~
toIhaMPSAarea, 1Iey.,..,.,. byCJ!llc:en,of•• F'tIIppN ••••.•• Corpanoli
to prooae<I101haIiFSA.,.. ••••••• flKAfIII»'andsecwa,..CDf'IOIImI;

(I:) bplllMfld Ih>houaupIondIon ~ ott.operdonaI~ were pul:onholdb
~ rasanalnduding tha~'fInMIluponftry_the MPSA ••• and
dtmlf8 of "* Proiact YIfU9Jf ""' .•• knGwtadgeabIe on .,. projecl

WHEREAS, during 1n'leCtIl'IJoaJ ~rvranc. h&Id on August 22. :lOn, .",epreunfMtVe;
fR)m AMRC. Afttonfeto 1.4. LlIlnto•• ppearedto rellarat. ••• comenta d tha ~r rapIy
lent ~ AMRC to the fIIl.try ancIonarratad detllIs fJlthW auppoaed att.mpWln. the put
to commence ExplDrdon 8Ctf'IitM In ~ ~onv.d Atu 0I1t1a MPSA. AddJttnnl;lIy. Mr.
u.nao ntport«l U. following:

(al AMRC.ntnunwoua~~IO"'~toMENREIrtc:U*Ia
bInk~andSllPlcnaonWOlttJIftICIIM\IwJR.S •••••. Hawnet,haNid
IDShCNtpnx:lat-..cfl~

Ibl .ume,aa ••••••••••••••••••••••.••2Clt"'2C';but •• ...,...""_ ••
~ilprooIciRidpeymentr.; .

(c) AMRCfaledto~ •• oa::upatIoI'\IIfMltnxa2013to~and

«II MlRlilllll'Ollltlollf/_IIJl1Q\111011 •••••• __ IIICI-.:n
Sar\1ceI {MqS} on their opwalions bec8U8e by h8d:r-"""-
1I'JlpecCedIoItlCJIlter ••••• ....tthMENRE ••• 'Q)ntrw::t,g"'d IIIIdtoftlaontpOrta.
andupda_qnbehllf!'ofAMRC.

WHEREAs.. dnlpHe b .cImission on non-pQl)'mana Of pertlNmt fMa, AMRC IIt!IIIdto
U.-.kolD PIY.n<! to PIIYtho unpalOr••• uml_1II1I* 0•••••
WHEREAS,AMRC I&1le4 to aubetantia:e Ofsvpport, wftI anyprocfor dDcumen'~. ftI
te.~ 101'!he deja,. ill tne OOI'tII1IelICMMnt of Ita exp/oIdOn ac:tMaet:
wtfEJleAI.,t.,IMlCr.tledtosl\awan)'PtOOtothllllMlJlP(lMCSpaymentor •••• OI'.u~
of compItanCe .rta to MGSJMEHRE;

wtt!'MA8. the r.uur. fIKAMRe kt comply'" ••• tlnk: o&III;aIOIlIWIdIIt •.•• 1:CldNd
puts cblbt on Ita 1JnMcIat WId tectmIcaI ~ ••• C«Ib'fM;Iof CJfan MPSA;

wtt.EReA8, •• pr1maIy ~ of tIuI Go\remrnImt IIQI'Mfna to ~ AMRC _ •
Contraetotofan WPSA ••• aaurBm:R endwlrNnllM1hatICMitha IMndaI reaot.ftIft,
t.chnIceI competBnoa • ..,. •••• to condud mfrlIng oparationa:;

=~bt:'C:=-a!:m':e~~:=~v:=-:::taIchIMMlMdm::=:b~
minlnr. ocmtructor qu.rlflld undar IhD Iftt: •

WttEN!A5. the I5boW~Q"" by "MAe Itf'&Qrour.d. fOf1hecancoU.n ofttt. MPSA,

WHEReAS. undarTtie IlL ChD!*r " s.otlon 2 ofe.. BangswnontAdinln"aItwI Code,•••••• ....,_ •• ""_ •• _ •• ror •• _
CONlOfY8ttcn. proteal1Ofl ~ aualafnllblit ~ If hi ntBlotH etlYfron.rntNUl.
"awraI ~ &tndanargySDIII'CCIl.

"""RU.a,"""'TlIIIIII,~l.~aQ1I111I~~IOIIIo,
tho UlnlGIry ahd .drclao ~ ancf ~ 0WIf mIMnII ~ .ttIiin 1M
~NmDrO Autonomc:u: RegIGft:

WHEREA8,~n1""~oftheMefJdllteWldIMJIIO"IIIIWIoI"htInItQ. ••=:e~::*nrq~:':=-:S::===
c:oondlut:f: valid gtaUl'lOI.undsrlhO td'PSA and Ihe ~ ftIItnfnO••••• tnd f\lWl;

Now._ORl,IIjoIofeool!lll_-"' ••• 1
AgrGa'n!Ot!tNo. fl6.ARWMJ1, ~bIuIa(I toAo\lRC.I8~~U£O.

80 ORDERED. i
. SEP2S. 2=. ~ CIty. SllRMM




