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Palace
to public:
Keep
masks "on_ |

By ALEXIS ROMERO

While the air quahty in
Metro Manila and nearby
areas has returned to normal
due to the subsiding volcanic
smog or vog from Taal Volcano
and pollution-related smog,
Malacaniang is still recom-
mending the wearing of face

(masks as a protection against
| pollution. -

/ment of Environment and
‘Natural Resources) update
‘indicates favorable air quality
?readmgs at its monitoring sta-
‘tions,” the Presidential Com-
‘munications Office posted on
'Facebook on Sunday.

““While no  cautionary mea-
sures are necessary, it is advis-

_able to wear a face mask to

_ Isafeguard against potential

| air pollution from vehxcles,”

| it added,

. As of Sept. 24, the DENR

“The latest DENR (Depart-.

Tumto Page 3

Pal-ace- From Page 1
repm‘be'd “good” air t;ua.h in Caloocan, Makati,
Parafiaque, Pateros and Antipolo for PM 2.5, which
measures finer particles such as black carbon par-
ticulates from vehicle transportation.

Good air quality J;vas also reported in parts of
Quezon City for SO2 or sulfur dioxide emissions that
can be associated with volcanic eruptions.

The DENR said that some air quality stations show
“unhealthy” readmgqbut these cannot be attrlbuted
directly to the Taal emission.

Taal remains on A‘%rt Level 1, which means that
hydrothermal or tectonic activity beneath the volcano
may be occurring and steam-driven, gas or hydro-
thermal explosions can occur without warning,

Threat remains
Vog from Taal Volcano remains a threat as the

volcano continues to emit sulfur dioxide, according
to the Philippine Institute of Volcanolegy and Sels-

rholo%?/ (Phivolcs).

ose living near Taal

| Volcano should be prepared as

this will be a’ recurring threat

-as long as the Taal Volcano is

wing out sulfur dioxide, the
Ereat of vog is always there,”
Phivolcs Director Teresito Ba-

“colcol said ye&tenday

“This m , the Taal
a ' 80 NO VOg
Wg’* formed but we recorded
steam ing reaching 2,400 me-
ters and it is drifting towards
north northwest,” he added.

Based on Phivolcs’ latest
monitoring, at least 2,730 tons
per hour of sulfur dio}cpde were
recorded amid the upwelling
of hot volcanic fluids in the
main crater.

No vog was monitored on
Sunday:.

“It was clear but towards
the afternoon, a vog was
formed in the crater of Taal
but fortunately, it rained in the
evening and washed out the
vog,” he noted.

The smog that enveloped
Metro Manila on Sept. 22 did
not come from Taal's vog.

Local government units
had to suspend classes due

‘to poor air quality and.hazy
~ visibility.

“The vog is volcanic smog.
Itm smog with sulfur dioxide,
The smog (in Metro Manila)
came from pollutants coming
from vehicles while the haze
is the result. We cannot see
because of the smog,” Bacolcol
explained.

Residents near Taal should
wear N95 masks. '

— With Bella Canaso, Ar-
nell Ozaeta
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426 beneflcmnes o
get land tltles

ILAGAN CITY: To address land tenure

 issues and promote social and

economic development, 124

land titles were awarded to ben-
eficiaries from 15 municipalities

and one city in Isabela province.

- Regional executive director

Gwendolyn Bambalan of the

~ Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR)

Cagayan Valley, said on Monday
that the titles are in addition to
the recently awarded 302 pat-

. ents to beneficiaries i in Cagayan
- province.

- Bambalan fsa;d land ntles
-are also set to be dmmbuwdm
Batanes, Quirino and Nueva Viz-

- caya provinces within the week.
- She also urged the agency’s
field officials to streamline and
+ expedite processing, -

IBanﬁalane:@lmnqdﬂmihere
are 125 days as a maximum peri-

- od to complete the process from

application to the registration of

- land titles as mandated by law.

< "We will do our best to ex-
- pedite granting of land titles to
- eligible beneficiaries,” Bambalan

- land as a fini

- Expressing gratitude for the
distribution bf land titles in the

Venus Bautista said, “The bene-

~ have Ieceiveél this support from
- the government and the DENR.”

he importance of
resource and the
need for landowners to have
secured and legally recognized
titles. | ;

DENR Isabela chief Orly Cari-
azo said the recent Handog Ti-
tulo Program held in Tumauini
town in Isabela has addressed
long-standing issues on land
tenure in the province.

said, nonng!

municipality, Tumauini Mayor

ficiaries are indeed fortunate to

- Renita Consejo of the Registry
of Deeds also stressed the impor-

‘tance of having titles in ensuring
the security and Iegﬁmaq of
‘land ownership.
Meanwhile, Rehecca Valdez,
‘principal of Sinamar North El-
ementary School in San Mateo
town, thanked the DENR for
its assistance in processing the
schonl’s land title..
I.,E.ﬂNDEH G DOMlNGO




A

7

TITLE

= INITIATIVES
SERVICE

STRATEGIC

COMMUNICATION
AND

Watsons Philippines’ goal is to collect 6

By Joanna Mangalino
@joalNQ [isE

The sun had barely peeked
from the horizon when scores
of people of various affilia-
tions began picking up litter

on the coast of Manila Bay last

Sept. 16. Students and teach-
ers, young scouts in their uni-
forms and employees of es-
tablishments surrounding SM
By the Bay looked enthusias-
tic as they participated in the
International Coastal Cleanup
Day (ICC). I

Among them were em-
ployee-volunteers from Wat-
sons Philippines. Watsons
joined forces with SM for the
coastal cleanup initiative as
part of its continuous demon-
stration of its commitment to
the environment and ongoing
efforts in making a positive

impact on both the planet and

the community.

Senior sustainability man-
ager Lexie Coloma said that
Watsons has always integrat-
ed sustainability into its cor-
porate strategy and has been

consistently at the forefront

of encouraging its employ-
ees and customers alike to be
more hands-on in cleaning up
the environment and making
it a better place to live in for
future generations.

“One of the goals is to be
able to collect 65,000 kilo-
grams of trash by 2030,” she
says, adding that while it may

l]FMANIl.A

seem like a bit too grand a
goal, the partnership with SM
for the ICC is a step closer to
that goal.

During' the program, of-
ficials from the Department
of Environment and Natural
Resources and the Philippine
Coast Guard conducted a brief
orientation on coastal clean-
up. They emphasized proper

~care of our oceans and the im-

portance of reducing plastic

consumption, given a stagger-’
ing 2.7 million tons of plastic

waste flow into Philippine wa-
ters and impact marine spe-
cies every year.

Incentivizing customers
In addition to actively or-
ganizing and participating in
coastal cleanups, Coloma also
shared how the retailer has be-

Volunteers pick up trash by the coast.
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Employee-volunteers of W'!atsohs help collect coastal waste.
—PHOTOS BY JOANNA MANGALINOG

come more socially conscious
as a company, through initia-
tives like “Operation Smile,”
which are free procedures for
children with cleft palates, and
other community medical mis-
sions. It also explores renew-
able energy sources like solar

‘energy, and uses less and recy-

cled plastic packaging for their
products.

Moreover, Watsons offers
initiatives that incentivize cus-
tomers to recycle in exchange
for special Watsons deals, like
the “Recycle for Rewards” and
“Trash to Cash” programs.

She also said they are look-
ing at the possibility of part-
nering with their suppliers in
building ' refilling stations to
further ' promote reusing of
plastic containers and reducing
waste.

Ninety-eight percent of
Watsons’ employees get trained
in sustainability practices and

' are given opportunities to in-

corporate sustainability into
their professional and personal
lives, according to Coloma.
More than 12,500 vol-
unteers participated in this
year’s ICC. Backed by Presi-
dential Proclamation No. 47,
the cleaning initiative is.ob-

 served every third Saturday

of September, looking to raise
awareness of the growing gar-
bage problems affecting coast-
lines around the world INQ
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™ he Civil Service Commission (CSC) spearheaded
the nationwide simultaneous fun run, trail hike
and tree planting events collectively dubbed as
L. the Plant-Run on Sunday, 17 September 2023. The
vity is one of the highlights of the celebration of the
123td Philippine Civil Service Anniversary (PCSA).

*

Chairperson Karlo Nograles led government employees in
planting indigenous, fruit-bearing, and bamboo trees in Yes
City, Barangay Cuyambay Tanay, Rizal. N1 !

Together with Chairperson Nograles were Tanay
Municipal Mayor Rafael A. Tanjuatco, Anti-Red Tape
Authority Director General Ernesto Perez, Laguna Lake

Development Authority General Manager Senando

Senior Inspectc
‘and Natural | rces Officer Fo; Limpiada,
Philippine National Police Rizal Province OIC Provincial
 Director PCOL Rainerio M. De Chavez and Bureau of

~ Customs' Commissioner Guillermo Parayno Jr. J
“Happy Philippine Civil Service Anniversary! Nais
kong batiin ang lahat ng mga ahensya na kasama natin
ngayon dahil ang PCSA ay hindi lamang anibefsartgg ng
e 19

CSC, ito ay anibersaryo ng lahat ng civil servants,

million workforce of the government nationwide. Sa-
Plant-Run po na ito natin makikita na tayong mga civil

servants, isipasabuhay natin ang lagi nating sinusumpa

tuwing Panunumpa ng Katapatan sa Watawat at Panunumpa
ng L '

d Bayan- ang pagiging maka-kalikasan,” remarked
He congratulated CSC Regional Office IV, ed
theachwg that will raise funds for Pamanang Lingkod
a

Lingkod Baya
-hairperson Nograles
Reg‘icmai t Maria Leticia G. Reyna, for organizing
 Bayani, a program that honors government workers who
died in the line of duty through the provision of one-time

financial assistance plus scholarship opportunities to their |

family members, lid-7 09 2y
~“We are proud to announce that we have exceeded the

target number of participants for this event by 180%. Time

. andtime again, kapag gumagawa tayo ng mga events kung saan
. a.,igyz .: . | Mo s

mu,si ang a ng mga civil servants and _
 cause, pinapalabas talaga natin ang ating pagmamahal sa bayan
ot pagmarnahal sa kalikasan i headded” - " e

- For his part, Mayer Tanjuatco expressed appreciation

Lay
ito /
I tid M [anjuatco.

sent during the event were CSC Assistant
I rs Ariel G. Ronquillo, Karin Litz P. Zem
'J . allo-C] c.md,'NB : Z&

 'Inthe National Capital Region (NCR) and Region IV, CSC

A. Santiago, Bureau of Fire Protection Calabarzon Fire

{uitha good

-~ CSC leads tree-planting initiative
to celebrate Civil Sérvic-e.._Month fim

- CSC Chairperson Karlo Nograles, together with Tanay
Municipal Mayor Rafael A. Tanjuatco and CSC officials
led government employees during the Plant-Run in Yes
City, Barangay Cuyambay Tanay, Rizal in celebration cf
the 123rd Philippine Civil Service Anniversary (PCSA

Among the government agencies which participated in
the event mrégomyﬁepmmtof Labor and Employment,
Department of Public Works and Highways, Department of

Tourism, Department of Health, Department of Social Welfar:

and Development, Department of the Interior and |ocal
. Governmient, Philippine Space Agency, Philippine Statistic:
- Authority, Bureau of Immigration, Human Settlements

Adjudication Commission, and National Museur.

Also present at the event were representatives from
the Office of the President, Bureau of Broadcast Services,
National Commission on Muslim Filipinos, Philippine
Sports Commission, Philippine Normal University
Development Academy of Ige Philippines, Tanay Water
District, Government Service and Insurance System
National Council on Disability Affairs, Philippine

- Commission on Good Governance, Office of Civil Defense,
 Philippine National Police, and Philippine Army.
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By TARA VAP

| ILOILO CITY — A five-minute
daily cleanup has been launched at
world-famous Boracay Island as part

tion of Malay town, Aklan province.

| The ﬁve_i-minute daily program
known as “High 5 Boracay” on the
stretch of the white sand beach at the
country’s most popular each desti-

ance formed as Boracay positions

of the recent Tourism Week celebra-

nation is the pet project of an alli- ]
Director Crisanta Marlene Rodriguez.

ive-minute Boracay daily éleanup launched

itself as Asia’s next big destination
for meetings, incentives, conven-
tions, conferences, exh:bmons and
events or MICE.

The song “Isla‘Boracay’ com-
posed by Daniel Fernandez of
Palawan which won in a song-writ-
ing competition was played to perk
up participants.

The Boracay MICE Alliance
is backed by the Department of
Tourism-Western Visayas led by

It November 2021, the DOT-
Tourism Promotions Board (TP3)
gathered industry stakeholders
for the MICE Buyers Invitatioral
Program that looked into how the

‘country’s most famous beach des-

tination can be a major MICE player
in Asia.

The country’s MICE industry
leaders want to boost Boracay’s ca-
pability to host incentive travel aad
small- to medium- size conferences
in the future.
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dy Cay 2 off Pag-asa Island in the West Philinpine
1 this phototgkemnn&ept.fb —GERALDFORD TICKE

In an mt.emew Weseﬂm

3, f the leﬁ 5;99 mﬁzmed the reegmt
: shDWng the d&ﬁh’ﬂyﬁd and ' AR o - swarming of militia vessels in
ding to the bleached corals in Escolta Shoal. ' Fishemmblncked - Sandy Cay.

_; s WeStem In a previous report, ‘I'he Chinese Coast Guard - “Sandy Cay is a xnown
). Wescomsaid at least 33 Chines i ntercepting and swarm area of CMM and the
- militia vessels were _ Il boats thatare =~ Chinese Coast Guard. During

islandg~ _ .1theviciqmyof5a¢91t&$hnaian. S Smd.y Cay 2, our last visit [on Sept. 22],

ent, 6and ; ' Vi | there were at least 12 CMM

St essels vessels surrounding Sandy

mfr@m—w Cay 20 This is only 2 miles

( - from Pag-asa from Pag-asa Island where

B lishndwas fir J repumdztgrthe . our troops regularly pan-oi,"

At least 42 more Imiilia Philippine govzemmentm 2021.  Carlos said. ma
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duction nearly doubled to 1.12
million wet metric tons (WMT)
from 567,000 WMT. The figure
is even better thanits 2022 full-
yearoltputof1,03million WMT.
Meanwhile, shipments in the
first half reached 1.06 million
WMT, equivalent ta 73 percent
of thetotal sales volume of 1.45
million WMT in 2022.

E '!F attribute our strong

Frjh: January to June, pro- performance to improved op-

erational efficiency and permit
timing,” DMCI Mining President
Tulsi Das C. Reyes said.
“Shortly after Zambales Di-
versified Metals Corp. [ZDMC]
wasgranted an ECCamendment,
we worked on securing the aux-
iliary permits, local manpower
and heavy equipment needed to
boost our production capacity.”
Last January, ZDMC was

PFAGE 1 BANNER  EDITORIAL CARTOON
STORY STORY
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granted anamended environ mental
compliance certificate (ECC) that
allowed the company to raiseits an-
nualproduction toamaximumof 2.7
million dry metric tons.

“To sustain our growth momen-
tum and offset the impact of our
Berong mine depletion, we are look-
ingtoopennewminesinZa mbales,”
zaid Reyes.

Reyes said one mine will be op- ~

erational by December this year
and another is set to open by second
quarter of 2024.

"Now we're talking about 2 new
company and new mine, that is
maybe three weeks or one month
behind our permit for that asset in-
side ZDMC,” he said.

“I strongly believe that we have a
very good chance to get this permit
before year-end, but please note we

- Mining recorded a

DMCI Mining to surpass 22
ickel ore output, shipments’

By VG CaBuaG
¥ @villyge

Corp. said it is on
ck to surpass its 2022 nickel

ore production and shipments
after recording nnprovernents in the

havetogettree-cuttingpermit after-

" wards. Once we get the tree cutting

permit, we can mine.”

If there were delays, it could
start in January or February but
maybe due to the cutting of trees
and mobilization of heavy equip-
ment, which needs lead time, ac-
cording to Reyes.

“I'm confident we'll get the per-
mit, shovels in the ground. But I'm
very confident it'll happen within
the proper time frame plus minus
one month.”

For the first half of 2023, DMCI
net income of
P708 million a 3.5 pezu'ﬂ dmp

to lower selling pnce« and inc *eased
costs from higher shipments, fuel
consumption, depreciation, amor-

" tization and labor expenses.
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DMCI Mining nearly
doubles ore output

; THE mining subsidiary of listed DMCI
- Holdings Inc. said it was “on track to

surpass its 2022 nickel ore production

_ and shipments” after first-half output
_ reached 1.12 million wet metric
~ tons (WMT), up 98 percent or nearly

" double the year-earlier 567,000 WMT.

In a disclosure, DMC| Mining Corp.

 said first-half production was “even
. better than its 2022 full-year output

of 1.03 million WMT."
“We attribute our strong per-

- formance to improved operational
- efficiency and permit timing,” DMCI
~ Mining President Tulsi Das Reyes said.

“"Shortly after Zambales Diversified
Metals Corp. (ZDMC, a subsidiary of
DMCI) was granted an ECC (envi-
ronmental compliance certificate)

. amendment, we worked on securing

. the auxiliary permits, local manpower
. and heavy equipment needed to

. boost our production capacity,” he

| added. i
Last January, ZDMC was granted an
- amended ECC that allowed it to raise
. its annual production to a maximum
- of 2.7 million dry metric tons.
DMCI Mining said shipments in the
first six months of this year reached
. 1.06 million WMT, equivalent to 73
percent of the total sales volume of
1.45 million WMT in 2022.
Reyes said that they were look-
ing to expand operations to sustain
growth momentum via two new min-

ing sites: one inside the ZDMC area, to

be called Zambales Chromite Metals
Corp. (ZCMC), and another one set to
open by the second quarter of 2024,

This move, he ad_L:led, will help
offset the impact o[ the Berong
mine depletion. Berong Nickel Corp.
is a subsidiary of DMCI Mining and
operates a mining site in Quezon,
Palawan.

“| strangly believe that we have a

‘very good chance to get this permit

before year-end,” Reyes said, adding
that ZCMC would be operational by
December,

“But please note we have to get
a tree-cutting.permit. Afterward,
once we get the tree-cutting permit,
we can already mine. So, if there's
aslight delay, [perhaps] January or
February."

Delays could also come from the
delivery of heavy equipment, for
which orders have been made, and
the time it would take to gather mine
workers.

He added that the ZCMC project
would cost the company around P300
million. | i

For the first half of this year, DMCI
Mining recorded a net income of
P708 million, down 35 percent from
the P1.09 billion posted in the same
period last year.

The profit drop was attributed to
lower selling prices and increased
costs from higher shipments, fuel
consumption, depreciation, amortiza-
tion and labor expenses.

Shares of DMCI Mining’s parent
firm DMCI Holdings Inc. were down

by 18 centavos to P10.18 apiece on

Monday.

JANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL
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| US-backed anti-China grou'ps
| seeking to influence water
| pro;ects governance7

. FOREIGN relations specialist
is accusing groups reportedly _ NAKED
backed by the United States of THOUGHT
spreading anti-Chinese senti- e e
ment to influence countries that
have received funding for water CH'Q:HAELVO'
system projects from China.
In a Quezon City media forum, -
Ado Paglinawan said that the US  more visa requirements for Chi-
government, through US-funded  nese tourists.
groups, is spreading lies to stop  “Just like in Hong Kong, if
 projects being funded by China.  you are to stay for 30 days, you
“There is a lobby to stop the ~ don't need to secure a visa, If you
Kaliwa Dam and the impound-  intend to stay longer, that's when
ing system to be constructed in  you must secure a visa, Tourism

Candaba, Pampanga. The US,
Japan and Korea do not have
money to fund these projects.
China will surely finance it. |
hope the opposition will stop
spreading lies because this is
the solution for the Central

Luzon ﬂoodmg, at least for

the meantime.”

Paglinawan also accused the
United States government of
attempting to revive the Cold
War by spreading lies against

China, particularly over the

propaganda being spread by US-
backed groups over the issue of
the Mekong River water system.
“Western propagandists claim
that the dams built by China
caused the decrease in the vol-
ume of water flow of the Me-
kong River to the downstream
countries of Cambodia, Viet-
nam and Thailand. However,
the truth is that 87 percent of
“the water flow goes out, and
only 13 percent remains in
China. All because the US wants
to rekindle the Cold War.”
However, Paglinawan refused to
namethe al]egedUS—badedgroupa
At the same time, Paglinawan
aiticized the Department of For-
eign Affairs for failing to take steps
to ensure the target number of visa
issuances to Chinese tourists.

contributes a lot to the income

of the government.”

i ok

Speaking of projects involving
bodies of water, Gadon chastised
critics of the Manila Bay reclama-
tion projects, claiming that Presi-
dent Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has
been fed with wrong information
about the reclamation projects.
The President had ordered the
projects suspended.

Gadon said that even Singa-
pore, whose progress and devel-
opment are the envy of many

Filipinos, has been benefiting

from reclamation projects.

With a small land area, Sin-
gapore has also embarked on
reclamation projects, the biggest
earner of which is Marina Bay,
Gadon said.

Hesaid he would draft an execu-
Bay reclamation projects, which he
will submit to the Chief Executive,

“With the reclamation projects,
millions of jobs can be created
aside from the vast revenues that
the national government would
get. And more than that, some
160 hectares from the 320 hect-
ares to be reclaimed would be
turned over to the government
as recurring investment.”

Gadon also allayed fears that
the reclamation projects in Ma-
nila Bay would deprive the poor
of the view of the world- famous
Mamla Bay sunset.
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“The government’s target is 8
million tourists, Two million will
come from China. Yet, the DFA
can only issue 300 to 500 tour-
ist visas a day at the maximum,
To reach 2 million tourists from
China, they must process 5,000
to 8,000 visas a day. Is the DFA
conniving with the US Embassy
to prevent Chinese tourists from
coming over? The government
may lose up to P2 billion if the
target of 2 million Chinese tour-
ists will not be met.”

_ The presidential adviser for
poverty alleviation, Secretary Lar-
1y Gadon, who was at the press
forum, agreed to investigate the
matter. Gadon said that he agrees
with the insights of Paglinawan.
He said that there should be no

“We have had reclamation proj-
ects in Manila Bay even during the
time of President Ferdinand Mar-
cos Sr. The Cultural Center of the
Philippines, the Folk Arts Theater
and other edifices in the Manila
area are results of the reclamation
projects during the time of the
late president. Recent reclamation

- projects have also resulted in new

casino hotels and a big mall in
the reclaimed area, but we can
still enjoy the view of the world-
famous Manila Bay sunset,” said
Gadon. He stressed that there
would still be a 12-meter ease-

‘ment from tlhe bay proper.
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i so-naiyed Working Group I, Rising temperatures arc  ficling

TISacontmmng - broad consensus within- theT _environmental  degradation.  n:tural
: | dlS&St@I', B b - community about how global w mg is  disasters, weather extremes, food and vater

} c]lmatolaglsts and ; s 'aﬂ'&ctmg people and the envmmnﬁ and  insecurity, economic disruption, conflict,
i : i - and terrorism.

; ‘Sea levels are rising, the Arctic is me ting,
coral reefs are dying, oceans are acidifving,
audﬁxestumbzmng.

The impacts of climate change in the
Philippines, which loses P26 billion per
year from this weather phenomenon are
immense, including annual losses in (iDP,
changesm rainfall patterns and distribu tion,
s, threats to biodiversity and food
wennty, sealwelnse, public health 1isks,
and endangerment of vulnerable groups
such as women and indigenous people.

This is due to the country’s high expcsure
‘to natural hazards (cyclones. landslides,
floods, droughts), dependence on clinate-
sensitive natural resources, and vast
_ coastlines where all of its major cities and
:hemmnynfthemhﬁmremde :
We nqcthg Phil n‘..-_“-ﬂ submitted its

1 rmined Contribution tc the
Uni,ted Natuins Framework Conventio on
 Climate Change in April 2021.

It pledged a projected reduction and
avoidance of greenhouse gas emission: of
75 percent for the pmo_d 2020-2030,: of
which' 2.71 percent is unconditional and
72.29 percent is conditional.

_' ;d is rm_,mmg mtfufﬁme to keep atbay
¢ most cfevasfaung eoﬁsequences of alubal'_

AUS pfsoﬂdegmdalm which limits the
ount of carbon the earth is able to contain,
ointing out that some 500 million people -
hvemma&amdbyemsndmwhﬂe

to 30ga'eernof=fogdislostormﬁd

-:;:--ge,'?dr"rmec;'-ww maam;'-: im
mm&é‘ d mbmdive&ftg of '
the planet’s ecosystems. I
 The assemmmedbyz?oseienﬁmﬁ ,
frofn 67munmeswhomakeuptheIPCCs
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aded by Ano said the PCG was

President orders A

& Dantes, Vince Lopez, and Rey E. Requejo

| N THE orders of the President, National Security
| Adviser Eduardo Ano directed the Philippine Coast
'l| Guard (PCG) yesterday to remove the floating barriers
; 1 by China at a shoal in the West Philippine Sea, which
blocked Filipino fishermen from the fish-rich area.

|

Ailo earlier said President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr. “is well-informed” in all the
developments in the West Philippine S¢a,

the areas ding the BDM

1 3 special op
the floating barrier that ob-

the southeast entrance of the

asinloc (BDM)"

ng to the PCG, the barrier

“posed a|hazard to navigation and a

clear violdtion of international law.”

or Scarborough Shoal and Ayungin Shoal,
and that the government would protect the
cights of fishermen in the area.

"The decisive action of the PCG to re-
move the barrier aligns with international
law and the Philippines’ sovereignty over
the shoal,” the sk force said.

The government had vowed to take
“appropriale action” as the National Se-
curity Council (NSC) and the Department

Nextpage

floating berrier Installed by Ching's naval fo
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CG removes China barrie

no, task force to open shoal to Pinoy fishers

LOCATION OF THE BUOY ROPE BARRIER

BARRIERS CUT, These phatas fram the Phi lippine Coast Guard show how it conducted the operation to remave the 300-mete-long

at the Bajo de Masinloc. PCG Photes

-F;r:mAJ 1
. I |

of B |‘h Affuirs (DFA) condemned
China’s installation of a 300-meter barrier

across the mouth of the shoal and chas-
ing away fishermen who tried to enter the

fish-richlarea,

Afo hasized that the placement of -
barriers |violates the “traditional fishing
rights” of the country's fishers, whose rights
were affitmed by the 2016 ruling of the Per-
manent ({ourt of Arbitration (PCA)."

| The arbitral court, Ano said, ruled

categorically that such actions by China
violated the traditional fishing rights
of Filipino fishermen in the shoal who
have been fishing there for centuries.
“Any state that prevents them from do-
ing artisanal fishing there violates UNC-
LOS and mtcnmtmna[ law, in general,”
he added, referring to the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea_
China, on the other hand, said it set up
the barrier to prevent a Bureau of Fisher-
ies and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) ship
from “trespassing” into Scarborough
Shoal, which Beijing insists is Chinese

terfitiy_—-despite the f'mding of the PCA.

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman
Wang Wenbin said the Philippine ves-
sel entered the disputed shoal, referred
to as Huangyan Island by the Chinese,
without permission.

On Sunday, the Philippine Coast
Guard reported that' Chinese vessels
had installed a 300-meter floating bar-
rier in Scarborough Shoal, barring Fili-
pino fishermen from fishing in the area.

The DFA said the Chinese barrier
was illegal as it infringed on Philip-
pine sovereign*y‘

“Bajo de Masinloc (Scarborough

pines over which we have sovereignty
and territorial jurisdiction,” the DFA
said, citing UNCLOS.

“The 2016 Arbitral Award affirms it
as a traditional fishing ground of Fili-
pino fisherfolk,” the departmeni said.

“China’s reported installation of bar-
riers and its negative impact on the
livelihood of Filipino fisherfolk or any
other activity that infringes upon the
Philippines’ sovereignty and' jurisdic-
“tion in Bajo de Masinloc are violations
of international law, particularly UN-

CLOS and the Arbitral

y W Awid," it added.

Sheal) is an integral part of the Philips
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Crowdfundmg conservatlon A Pac_%ﬁ;:

island’s plan to protect its waters
BY ISSAM AHNED

n‘i)ied Nations, US (AFP) —
For a little under $150, you
can now directly sponsor
marine conservation across
one square kilometer of the Pacific

Ocean, through a novel scheme an-

nounced this week by the tiny island

of Niue.
Located halfway between Fiji and

the Cook Islahds, the vast waters of the

- “Rock of Polynema” are home to coral
reefs and updersea mountains that

host diverse species, including sharks,
dolphins, es and more,
But finding the resources to protect

these habitats from the threats of il-

legal flshmg, chmate change and pol-
lution had

the island's

Y
o

‘kilometers of water, called Ocean Co%-

servation Commitments (OCCs).

There are 127,000 OCCs in total,
corresponding to the size in squarekl—
lometers of Niue’s “no-take” protected
marine zone, which represents 40
percent of its overall sovereign waters.

Niue is thus hoping to raise $18
million through the initiative, which
covers a period of 20 years.

“It's very exciting,” said Tagelagl.
-addmg that the government itself was
sponsoring 1,700 units, one for each of
‘residents.

Most of the fishing on N1ue takes
place nearshore at subsistence level,
involving traditional canoes. |

But as technology has improved
over the years, both in terms of fishing
gear and also refrigeration of food, the
amount harvested has increased, Bren-

3 --_'dmm;mjectmnagerottlmmue

“We’ve :Tf‘__n going ﬂg eonfer-,- - Ocean Wide Project, a public-private
ences forso elling our ,  entity runni thgimuanve. told AFP.
but it seemed like we weren't getting  Ontopo ic pollution and
anywhere, ‘s Pmnﬁer Dalton effluent runoff are contributing to the
Tagelagi told AFP mmiammew at  degradation of the marine environ-
thﬂ““;g: gl 1 b in  ment, he added.

New Y ad 1ad come to . Then  external challenges
view summlts a:;lF talk fests withno  in mﬁnﬂ;jﬁgﬂ fishing fleets that

action,”

Under the new plan, companies,
philanthropies and individuals can pay
250 New Zealand dollars (US $149) to
protect and manage one or more square

‘boats so we’r:

can intrude into the protected zone.
“It’s a vast area to cover on patrol
looking at drones,” sai

Premier Tagelagi, whlch the

will fund. Tl
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capsule carrying HMMM:I samples on Sunm, Sep& 4,2023. Scientists hope the

asteroid sample aboard the spaceaaft will provide humanity th
nnthefomatlun cfomsdarwﬂdn&ndm&rﬁlbmme

Major asteroid samp: e

a better understanding

e. AFP PHE)T@'

brought to Earth in ..NASA.-ﬁ rst

mptah A seven-year space voyage
-ame to its climactic end Sunday when a
'NASA capsule landed in the desert in the

US state of Utah, carrying to Earth the

largest asteroid samples ever collected.
Scientists have high hopes for the

sample, saying it will provide a better_

undﬂstandmg of the formation of our
solar system and how Earth became,
habitable.

When they learned that the capsule’s
main parachute had deployed, “I liter-
ally hreke into tears,” the Osiris-Rex
mlsﬁgna principal investigator Dante
Lauretta told a press conference.

5 ‘"Ihatwas the moment 1 ﬁi;ew we

made it homa . For me the real samce
Jspmbegm\nmg. The3 BG-bllhon‘nule
(6.21- fmnm; -kilometer) journey marked
the United S‘df@s’ first sample return

~ mission of 1ts§nd, the US space agéncy

said in a post. nX, fonneﬂy 'I’mm:z.
NASA chief Bill Nelson hailed the
mlssmn anﬁ aid the asteroid dust "mll
give scientists an extraordinary glimpse
mto!fxebegmn' gs of our solar system.”
s-Rex probe’s final, fiery de-
scen ﬂ:roug?lliﬂgarths :aum?l;)splh:fzre1
. tO.

1




STRATEGIC

lN:TmTWES
SERVICE

Tt bl

STORY

The WManila Times =/ ==

09 -26-2¢

DATE

-‘-TM&%& 27,000 miles pwhoux,
E ‘degrees Fahrenlieit (2,760 de

«aﬁmm F‘ROM Al

LT J‘K‘J‘."f-‘-".‘* L . )hi

steroid
8

fﬁe PFO ad lgnded on the as-

" teroid Bennu and collected what:'—‘-

- NASA estimated is, roughly 9
_ounces (250 grams) of dust from'- Thgte thenhﬁedthé«cspséle
. -:“by; he].lCﬂ EI tﬂ a] nearby sclm
‘room.” i

Meanwh e.thepmbeﬂm made

- the space journey fired its engin
__‘.ﬁﬁtf' ‘_'-cﬁ N;% om

Lo S o DL TR m
| Osiris-Rex 7 " “fe« rofhﬁ S : (33.!}1 aaten
kenﬂ W)ﬁ{.ﬁn ﬁhyﬂlﬁtlidt bf’”’f’craﬁd{ﬁ“ 5

ery p
"awbﬁhmeﬁéaﬁéw
.I@iz‘j@mﬁm Py IP ié"

‘downward at a u‘f“‘* ments, and a small a
Wﬁ‘t&wﬁmﬁ@ﬁﬁfﬁmm&-’m 0 mission

[P), o Sinas o B ST e

" *ﬁmmﬁgam the g lirt £ gereakel
.-Jsi?‘am% ﬂlﬁ%mﬂ i!l.ﬂ &ﬁd' _“ il yﬁﬂ'{ e

desert wash, with scientists ap-  grandkids and people that haven't
' proaching ﬁledéviteandtﬂlang even been born yet,” Lori Claze, di
rea '“m:ﬂ Y .\ma ) r’ﬁ? 7
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