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Metro air improves

as smog, vog subside

By ROMINA CABRERA

e e T
o

Air qualify in Metg MMa-
nila and nearby provinecs
has returned {o nonnal, as
the pollution-related smog
in the metropolis 45 well
a5 the voleamic S0 OF VOg
fram Taal ¥olcana have
cleared, according to the
Department of Environ.

DENRE
The Air COmality Tnde
(AGM), monitored on & 24

late mattee (FRY — or Fine

articles that can enter the
deeper part of the bangs and
biond — at 2.9 wvr i gaad”
qualily iu 1
hakoth City, Parafagque, Ma-
{eros and Botangas,

Calogean ity

The citiee of Mandaluyong, |
San Juan and Taguig also mee
cordad improving air guality.

The ACH monilors X s
perin pullutants o delerming

I oy lean or poliuted, the air

i ancd measures ground level.
24_]-..31]1- pariicilabe matter if
it axoeeds the puideline value
ol 35 TMiCIOETAME PEr ndm el
cubic meter [peBem
The ADT values in Betrg
Mprularanped belween six and |
g, which are consideresd in the
wl vategory.
ILE':IL'J']'L:L h]::z?hm-} the ACH means !
Tuirn 16 Page &

- Adlminisirabon [PACALAY weather

that there is a greaber Jevel of air pal- 4

lutinn in the area, which reached as
highas 217 poinns in Memanagquae Cily
am Fridag

The TIENR-Environmental blan-
aserrient Durean (CEMNE-EME} nobed

{ the surtape wind directon wis
tonward the west and southsvest,
zway from Manila,

Bains end thunderstomms and the
L -prasaure area have also obbnb-
abed ter the clepring of Lhe amog.

“Rusiher, scattered painshoo- e
. Phali e Volcanology ond Sejs-
Cmolagy ?Ecum : ,?ﬁghﬁﬁnh%mﬂmﬁ'd'im

ers were algo phierved which may

natgrally sumib gasscs and particles, -

resulng in loser pellution coneen-
ration,” the adwvisary sad.
Oy Antipolo Cigs measured at
an AQL uf 185, which is considered
unhealthe cspecially for sensibve
gnmpﬁ;a-_:mn%m to DENR-EME.

- 7 The burean alsoattribubed air pol-

lgion N Angipalo 1o emissions fram
Aeawy vehicalar traffic, sspecially
Aduring rush hour 1

The Philippine Atmosphers Geo-
physicl and Astronomicel Services

L]

division chief Tuanite Galang noted
that the thermal inversion oo nditiog
added io the smog fult on F
alongside heavy air pollution.
Vo from Taal wnlrano cleared
veslerd ey mnmjnil‘mm]ust Friclz'r
almieat Fem visibilitr Uik
sulbardimade fux wiss mondbomd
at 1..?3[5: T FET dity on Friday, with
upsvelling of hot volcanic fluds i
the main crater lake, B e
¥oE recurrence

ﬂlﬂﬂ_',';

rector Teresibe Bacaleol, inan interday,
over dzBE, ralsed the likelihoo) of w7y
recurmenes a3 Tieal Vol continnes 1
spewr Eullue didxide ermissions, with
n reaching 1HU0 meters Fig by,
Tual ¥oleane romains wader .-'!l.lu:rr_
Lewel 1, wrhich mieans. that phmatic
explosions, voleanic earthqualiee
minor athfall and lethzl aCCm]
tions vl voleanic pas miay Al oo
Tourists and Savrelers are sl 4 ,j_:
vised bo take procantions if they Plat
towisit Indi st attractions amuined g
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' Taal Molcang, in Meien Mlanila sl

Calabarron. The TOT ELST Lae acds
| visory westerday through it Disasier
Risk Reduction and Managemeani

Coanimiliee., !

Tha DO warned thal sag froin
Taal could “czuss irrdation of Ehe
LYES, thaoal and respirabory tract,
especially amang children s the
elderlye™

H advises the Lraveling public
pa shay indoors, keep wearing face
.mus'{ﬁ wrhen oubdeoes and Soe o
medical professiomal wher foeded.
T alae said the Daang Kashla fis-
suras that maxe up the Taal Yalvana
Taland Parmanent Dinwer Some re-
main closed Lol public.

The Lecal governments near e
Taal Velcors would also repulate -
SOy A b"l'.li:'l.tll'lﬂ vn laal Lakae ™
Flvitg of zircraft near Fhie argleamio
also neen banmed.

*The health and zataly, g well as
the comlort and convenieriae, of v
tourists and thi traveling publicalike
are of Faramount 'Lm[:n::-rlarm:} to the
DT Latall vimes ™ the TIOT said,

Standby fumnd

The rational guvernment, Ior
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its pars, has seadicd P89 million in

atimd by bands for the people inCala-

ERTSE E;]J::an:iall}' in Rabiangas, who

the vigr tr by Taal Yolcano's wnrest,
the Depurtment of Social Welfare

and Dﬁvelupmenl [ZSWD =aid

vestercay

Speaking during the Saturday
s Fomuaen in Ouason Cibe, LSWID
apokes i Assistant Seerelany Rom-
mel Eopers sald the reliel assistano:

includes PR4 millian in quick re-

spuense hunds, s well as P49 millinn
worth of tnad packs on standby in
Calabarzan. & - =

I'g]ur!,-Fma itemis valied sk I35 mil
liom such s famdly kits, Eitcher kits
and blankets are alao available, Limes
said, He satel there are i reports vet
ol evacatiom.

Philippine Crast Guard District
in Soulhern Tagalog has elerted all
vossels and watercraft opueratons
of the need 1o take precautions
=& several aress in Batangas like
Balangis Uity Calatagan, Tingloy;,
Hen Micolas, Maguphu, Lemery,
Balayan, [alisay, Lian, Mabing and
Fauan were experiencing low tw
zera wailbility, acoarding to area

B .

oL, E.— Iﬁ._ K i

iplaced by the severib: uf

e TRt Pl =i v

cmman:ler Comenod nre Gerenima
Tuvilla. d

Captain Adrland Lapitan, Corm-
mandes ef PCG Maritime Safeey
Bervices Lnit-Southorm Luzon, aldn
urgrd omerators of vessals te ogil al
I speed o avoid aocidens, citim:
:w'.:J:.En ZeTy T‘li"lsibﬂl.Jlllty. i

Briare thak all nasi sating ek e

an furclicning, both d!.ﬁ'in[i fhEEtFaEJ
and meghi, to enhanee vizibility {-'é:
mther vessels” Lapikarsaid,

}Tﬂai[;wh_ﬁe, 2 iI._LZlFﬂ.'ru:i.a Tolenting |
Fesleray ureed the Deaa
Health {E{)% to E:mm-ﬂlﬁﬁtluf
ply of fice masks in Melro Viapl:,

- and nearhy Calabarzon teging ¢y

avoid a price Tike o« SI0E P Ty
conlines b efyvel npue several HT0ay
in hTﬂ’jh Tesrions.
elerting said in an imberyvipeg,
T Jtiﬂl:i! thint Eliere a e stil: nuuee,};
WTIEE in Tagravia v nes- the b1
RS e et T
DO resrionmal directar fop
L g 1 Arnel Valenoia a-:aured’:::aul-?;
SCDRLWIT AL P posi oming of o
of fane m_aﬂka.wl o ey
— With Mare Javson ¢ ab
Ed Amoroco, Emma-nuel}l'l"uyﬂb’
Ghio Ong P,
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HABAGAT RAINS REMOVE
SMOG OVER METRO MANILA

HE smog that enveloped Metra Manila on Friday
has diszppearad, the weather bureau reported or

Saturday.

Accerding o Juenits Lalang,
=hied of tha Weathier Divistor of thr
=hil zpire Atrsphenic. eaphieal
ang mstrorsrical Secvices sdmin
istratian (PARASAl the dawesmong
vaused by the southwezat mzn-
sezon 0 “habagat” aid low neessune
arza vapesenoesd Fridin alqhn unt
Ferurday moming has wcakergd
sthr g,

*3a right nows e mn ee. that
it 725 werakered 2 bt or (5 desing
a =t It rained heaw'y this riorn
im0 bt migh L That's a factar that

tha wiad is mavirg a sie Zopared
L2 wesierding’ ba said as the Satyp-
Y3y Mews Forwn in Quezon Ly,
S ygradugly el asbcz et
iz gertinn dess iee i Metrs by
il

Thesmzgtial wyras Ay arl s
of Moty Waniln and sareo zmas s
Lortre Luen was alse nol consad
By wolcanis smiog or Wiy tror Teasl
woluara, Galarg addzo,

Techrically, bz saig it vwies ales
Phutochemiczl smag that oo
from pollutants such gz emisions of

wetkoles 2ad indusmriae,

The pecgramhizal keatizn af Yetrn
ianila iz also 2 Gacter, bz said,

Cn Thdisday and Fricay, the e
Lkt roveed Lie volrars bas dearegd
Eazalezl saicd, “hur “Fis will be
A TeZurring =172at As lann ¢35 1he
Taal ¥nlezrg 1= spawing sulltor di
amicr, £he theaal will always ha
thera!

aelang reminded the public
wiear 3 face mask if sucy a phenom-
SN0 ML

In Batz 1gas, local afficials ame e
oartedly dcyirg plang the proeiace
dridzr astabe SF 2Peecy as bows
des vt e thick valzan © sree,

Wice Govervar Mards Levicto said
Ialurdzy that thastale ol vmarsaney

woaldhels oozl QOVErnMrent L ry
thrirel Sastar and] RITCIJENIY F_ees
Eeaed on its mzsst sagung I adi
SO postad o Thuarsgeqy alarngon
Phivales £3:d valcanic smpg
lirgerzd werr the Taal Fzginn “inee
Ui first vk 6 Seplorlo:
Yoleanologius O Satgpe
day mrznwhi|e Yerted tan,
#ile volianic fng or o :

- _ o fron
hal.--:'_ dizsipaied, it MaY oy,
anytine: Ccus to tae CUTTingag

BClivity of the lake valran s
Dirzoto: Teresiten Grcalosl or tha

Folipping Instiute 21 Holearinlugy
AN Zonmelngy PRGOS, Zai| E"a’l
af 5-:||:'II'U¢:.' Irining the YO that
ertelace: tha walcang’
yore, Marice] Cruz

bl ez v
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lEditorial

Proposed tax on plastics
to benefit river cleanups

I pUvernment’s priocity bills is 3 weleome derelopment. That
cemplements many otk er initiatives i cach polintion A re-
| centerfors w rehabilitate vealerveays, panicularly the Masig River,

Tustan Friday, the Legislative Executive Developmen: advi.
sary Courcil, ar Leda, added five measures 1 the Commen
Legaslative Apenda for the 1915 Congress, inciudi nZ A ik bl

howr slow lawmakers have bee; working on the priarity hills
ofthe Marcas Ir. government, Bu: things may be difterent 1l
time. since that fax bill has been approvid on thitd reading
by the Houae of Representatives and ie pending in the Sznate.
Onee cnacted, the tux conld curk sisape of single-nge plastics
By 25 petcent and generate 6.5 5illion in revenue in its dizsc
year ol impleiientation, which hopefully will 2e 2024,

The nevwr 1ax bill will also comuplemen: orher inftiatives tn
address the plaatic pollution risis in the oo warty, Tie Philip-
pines has been named a8 une of the Juzgest contributoms —
fome say the woist prodicer — of plastic wagte it e wn tld,
Most af thatends upin e Srean, a5 well 55 in Jakees and rivery,
Ironically, the Mhilippines has lavs und programs that zddregs
thedsaue, including the Leolugica) Solid R DEgrement Act of 2000
and the Halionzl Thn of Actinn fur fhe Freveruion, Teduchon
ana tdanageiment of Mariine Litrer thar audacionsiy ainy for zers
wisie in Philippine waters b 204)1 Plug, Republic Acc 1144s,
also knenenas the * Extanded Producer Responsibility [EI'R] Aot
LLIIEZ went Tl eifec eucly this year. & goveriment staewent
eplained it the mew Lo gl conpaies sespons bfe forthe
prnzer i effeciive feconiny mearment, recveling cr disprsal
al dheir prodies anld oo consumens. EPTC hopes 10 peduce the
walume of waste penecaced and extend (e life of plastics b
adding vilue o1 purpage threngh upcveling or recyeling. l

RCLUDMNG the excise tax on single-nze plastics (n the |

(on single-use plastizs, That might non st up exciterent givern |

e ——

T,

Pasig River

Ounce the tzx hill on single-use plastics is passed ond if (he
eXisting laows are implementes elfectively, the Marcos BOVET -
ment will tabe anacher step tovward Jea ning up the Pasig River.
Obvicusly, the Philippines has many diroy tivers, by that ane
deserves prictity because it cuts acrass the Moatinial Capital
| Begion [NCR ar Metre Menile). I haraessed correctly, the
Pasig River can coneribute o the ecenomy and reducs paveryy
i sidd in previous editorials, the Pasip River should be de-
veloped as A waltoway 10 1elp ease the traffic tongestion (hag |
wosls the country billlons of pesos daily. Rehabilitatog a0 also |
bocst toutlsm by beaulifying the urban landseape, similar g |
wiat Mariking City has done 10 2 tehutasy of the Ty sig River |
[n recognilion of the prospecis mentione:] hers, President |
Ferdinand Marcos I issued un 2xecu) ve OIcer i July 2075
tial created the inter-Agency Council for (he Tasig River
Uikan Development, Last month, the conn] nTeRented o |
master development plan w rehabilitate (e Pasig Hiver ang |
Maximnize e eonomic potcntisl by transforming s hanls |
inte peapie-centered jurks andd commerciy) hithy.
The masterplan, which has also yained the SUppT of Fre |
lady Liza Aramers Mateos, qims o clean up he 25 Lilometer |
steetch of the Pasig River, from sanily Bay to Tagura de Baw,
Parts of tive banks will he developed into mixed-yye CUThmer
cial wreas and public parks. The iaweial SLeps Ivolve crear:
bicyele and jopging lanes that link Megre bt Lika With Rir ] {
pruvinee, as well as relocating thonsands of informal serilers, |
Those infarmal seitlers have Been blared for much af ﬂ'w'
prllution in he Passg Biver that fiows 3.0 SETER:
bu Fir, indusreies and atber reaidenial areas lacgeed along thye
tiver also share pacl of the blame, Oheicusly, the Philippings
has mar dirty dvers, but efforiz to redure prllution slypy]4 Ty
focused tuose on areas vhere 1e v can have 4 Brealer imygr.
Lastly, the i'.'-lthtlrtitiEE shoulll téview the enfomremeny ar b
extisliflf, Jaws, particulacly on s0lid wagie mMANAECTIEN, (b
EPR Acr and viber similar initiagives, Unless lzws are aff...
fively i|.1:|_.:-ll_-m|w:r_|[E‘dr Tew megsurey like the nrapnsid Lay m-
simgle-use plastics might L0l short of thei, Lofiyr abjzciiveg tor B
cleail u The environment, cont ke o ECONLIE e
[ e 1 _
and uplifi e wellare of 11,0 wrbian poar.

———

|
k



Crimes LRICATLIE L] 1 aewdEm POTORAL  CARIGGH

Al : " e e [
il [y E, FEE 1C]LE
i

et STRVICT THE NATION'S LEADTNG NEWSPAFER

g ol _BL PGy g ? L

INE:

YULETIOE DECORS
— Chrigtmas lights
and decorations Tor
gale are displayed
in different stall2 in
Mlwisoria, Eanily, on
Saturday, Sept. 23,
2073, Hon-profit
oroanization Ean
Toxics has warncd
the public against
huying Christmas
docorations that
may contain high
[evels af poisonans
chipmirals ke lesd
as wiell ax products
that did nnt pass
guality znd sal
grandards. (Arnal

wuizel] . (B
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; Pratektahan ang #KapwaLigirén
parz 5a ating kalusugan, araw-araw!

@ @ &

Fanatlivi maliniy Hiavlin wng tharda angraga
ang ating kalawantak, "Raine, Fedun= Mecycle” Firergoncy Go Bag
kupaliziran para. i pars Lagirdg harda
iveis 52 saktl
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US researchers engineered
bacteria that can break

down plastics in oceans

=FT=beramt juaal ervice for tha
are s tlan al aar-brate b
p..ll.-.l.u. [T EL T T B o LT RV £

L R B Y T ]

A T = Anerivana
suarzlers b aer r'.l|'|:||_||':|
woarlzabm leriathal viey

helg retsa plazzaze petlatiess o
1l warls % gcens when
Lopy ~rrulis chowes Fhate =il
te hreak dowen plas icx

Rogenrchkazs oz the ok
el Geaca Hesih Crsaling Slaw
O ave aozzesstelly
amuiils

re-

el & marlne mlzroar-
peile=s Laat eam hesak alewn
pj'-r::'_l;:_':gnl-l Terepilalat e
[TE1LY ar powalila camonenly
werd @ =3 heering of maay coz-
em=iel gemla, Biozech H=daker,
the anlre vwockly peblcation

g —

TSR

Sepromber 20 izeaw,

oz 25420 2223 B e roacarch
ers wrarked acith oo wperivs ol a
st s, WlEzig an ey aad
Wesnelli saeniensie fnoaendues
‘rg the wrperiznenl,

aabaaizn
tlor svrader = am o al posgics Tl
[t S [T TEEN S PR

(L [T

R T el DE foeen 1
s thak e resmnnailios Jos

FE was tasam
parczid lakaaalsemic,
L UL P TR T R T T -'_.A]i.

Fobl 10 L LR L BT I

“Ths plaaeaid ceatatnirg e
erbuie ndls prner iz then i
Tmin Lo W natriegEns

it thrsnag amul re-
prodtne quickly im snlimaie:,
Feeclia of Tne gresy xlow that
I gtn_-‘l'irn'l:,l Hl:Lillul:I.'-:ii i
ralrlegane wag this 0 hreak
PR ] _TTT'i-\.:.l:\.l".\'l..i..:.lt'.tl'.'.g."
Jed B A Al
Tncauwschers have pukl-ahied

their ol it the 10k ETeur=al,

allizdc]l woklsatine ol L il
sar [p=Srale ol Cicesical Sna-
RaEre g o sochei 14,

The 15AG S sald that Hakzne
Cromk, 1 worieipondirg a=-
sher "Hets hat ERis is the diral
Sielail W nabrhegens s vhle
o cxpeass Borelgn eraenns i
itz cell voor T

"Fimnil arly,

Timnpt L, the fares

R — e ——— - TG T By ey
TR . AT BT T T s B T e D DY 1 S I Pt

cathey ol thepopey, sows thas Tala
i oloo the fivst geowdarnl’s 2zl
=sared argrniam Lo hres’s Qe
PET icenplasiizs tn e T
it alieal .

loswid tleat*werth ke promis-
inig Liadange of theslud e ge=rtlc
cogtnesring sxa e elonliz]
te mnbiga s the 1ssne of plis.
ik aocinnt mhies i wsllean

B LT i Tt T

Tk el oz BT 715 2 inigaly
rocrclable | ARl ThaT 15 5 maa
.ul.:l"t'.'.'.l'-'l"'."'.\.'lli
the azezn.”

Lz Azla, the Philipg!
frz o Idomzzfied e e
Jor soreraeT plas s duzzed Lia
LT LT TP P L

T e o

REERICER ST om Morik Land wwashsa Urdwzntin b2ac weausalully LT

mireongan 5T 1A mnhieak deanPET aliighly recp bk plzsti: I]H" W 2 Flijas l"'l1'|'l'|hn:|r
Laplaiic gol b bonlnsie erean B0 4R TSANT
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Recycling plastic not
enough, says UN exec

Eavironment chief urges 2 rethink on tha use o' the palymer

JRITES MATIONS =i he
aoadirrien ol plastie 20 s riso
woelderde and craatiag e
e palution. the 3 sindron-
et chied wirned that Lysmanl-
[¥ CAREATUSL tecyrle Irs way sur
of the mess, and sk caler fara
watal vedhizib abmoas boe wny wee
g el fen,

“There are diTenens aon oF
saramps 1o die aighvray wweanhi-
zems, Bk ek eversbode roe
aRrizes thal e Satus g s fust
pet i aplion, " 50 Lyger Asyde-
g, Cireceior o tha U3 Profroo-
mienl Frognen, inan ineee
Thursduy with AV g the sida-
Tings ol the Geessl Aggemnbhr i
e Tuek

Aacderien s mling e
wreks afer the pulblicadon oo
che Avar drar of 4 e intaina-
vienal Lieacy wa plzatic zall vcon,
which is experred o be Analige:
ke Fhes epeel inF e

T OILculerls the vide wango of
ambiLions ol e 1735 calutricg ju-
LT TR roh 1 e Tap brewesn
rhicse wabna ierene £27 3 Gl
in ehe prodncdon of s gk
e i TREEE Wil Snize cuy rp.”
e and recyrling,

Dicsl,  Andoree  said the
A Wz e gat il of 85 mang
single-tse Cies D o positla

ASZCOMELIFE An Argentinlas high sehool student gz bs

Flaztic battle caps touse a7 & mural that depicts Argentinas
soiter superstar Ligriel Meszsl, —zcotess

“eliminating whal's frankly rar
rereisarys e dhilng char is
WLALped I pliste Sads comg-
ety mildiog, that = maybe
e wrappesd by nalane isscl
ke ancrzeer or 5 Barang,

Powedrey or ligoidy
Then, “ihers iz think=mp
bl T nidiust iteed Divies e
prodict nesd e he lguid? Tan
veet TREOK 2he aradiost L ean ik
e powadar, S it he comipresscd,
ran b conzentras 7T she zalil,

l_.-':.

saving that when carezivg o si-
permerhes, sha goas shaight w
the acag sisle ro see ir solid ver-
siane zie aveilale

Uiz alsn igve oorei e dis
rerczall supETy of tew mw palv-
mer.” she said, Lating <har this
WES 0T aplinm 10 e def cegt
i the tream, j

e anire, e e mo s
Cle s imnnch 32 Ve s BOE 45 e
book ot it owy, pastic 9z s i
ereasing” Aadecsen told AFT

"0 what de clenr s F14T we

IS mrevsle oo WHY Gur g
thiz oppwegs

avrmal prodiction of Llaz-
g Lasmgzp Fran dcahle:d -n the
ST 20 Wears £ regeh A0l
lizo ems, I eoend iplz by agig
if nothing changes,

Micruplasiics in Blaceniy

Eluwe mrey, oy o PEFZEnE g
recrlerl. Mastic wegwe o gy gist.
e s Luunnd todday ap the bty
al the seeung, jn ther giomiaed g ar
birds cuel an the L of o
wirs, wlile Leicluplas—i. Eimye
Letnn depectsg 5p Eloon, Empnye
itk and plires—=:
- Ulfwe comeye IO P g
L LCOMLImy ol 2 e ey
pedrmaes, fers i3 g Rl LETRF
willsiop the plaiss fes, Nl e
veeans sle zai,

Al e baal=hy oF e CrEany
i crucial A bizrmaningy Aainge,

The Ninire L (LT alastic
pollutlan waaid R EH Ty E
the glabal arseia] o Pranect g,
s, inchiding e I'IE'p-.'hinL-r_"_-:
I 22l b pLuLert ie Ljgh Brivy
AU B guime 1 LAty
- UTho Saw that we'ra Bhing rg
Lave £20wrd and Mroicc oy
Rivce al e neean L Toing-hi .
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Recycling plastic not enough,
warns UN environment chief

MITED NATIONS, Unicas

States (AFE] — W5th the

procuclion of plastic oo

the cise worlidwide and
creating ever more pallution, the
UM envirenment chief warned thal
hitrmanily cannot just recycle ils
way ol of the mess, and she called
for a total rethink about the way we
use plastics.,

"Thero are different sott of wo-
ramps Lo the hipieway oo salutions.
it I think everybody ELCDENIFES
that the stalus quo Ls just not an
aplion,” said lnger Anderser,
direviur of the UN Fnviconmeni
Progrant, Inan interview Thursday
with AFF on the sidelines of the
Ganearl Assembly in W ew Yook,

Arntlersen was talling two weeks
aftar rlue publeation of the fizar
draft ol a furnze international
Ereaty on plaslic pallution, which
15 eapected (o be finalized by Lhe
end of zomyg,

It reflects the wide range of
ambilions of the 175 cauntries
involved, notabiy the gap betwern
those who argie for & reduciion
ity the production of ceme Polyinecs
and those wio insist an retse and
recveling.

Eirst, Mideraen said ihie aimwas
tv get od of as many single nse
pluslice 38 possilile, “eliminating
whal's Fratkely nut mecessary: chat
thing that is werapped in nlastic
that's complately tmindless . thal

1 b |
s |
o i e

k- 5
INGER AKDERSEN, underseeredary-nencral
afthe Urited Mathons and executive dicecior
nf the UH Environment Programme, speaks
during an Intervles at UN headquarters in
Hew Vork City on S=pt, 21, 2023, (AFP]

is mayhe even wrapped by nature
ilself " like an orange at o banana.

Then, "thare is thinking about
the proclucl icself. Does the produc:
need to be liguid? Can we rethink
tha pegdict... can it be powder, can
it be compressed; can it be concen -
traled ™ she said, saving thal when
entering 4 suparmarket, she goes
straight fo tha soap aisle co see if
50lid versions are gyailahle.

"We alzo have to vedico the
averall sapply ol new raw puoly-
rer," she said, notimg that this
wak one aption in the Jdraft text of
the tragty,

Oceans a 'collectlve heritage!

Fur suee, "we Lave o ecyele as
fmich as wee call, Buc a5 sce look ar
it nowe. plastic uses is lncreasing,”
Andezzen tald AFP,

"S0 whatis clear iy that W
LaNNOL recycle our way out of this
mess,"

CAnmual preduction of plasties
has more than deublad in fHhe pase
20 years. to reach 400 million Loms,
IL could tripls by 2060 if notking
changes.

Huvrever, only nine percent iz
recyeled, Pleslic wazse of al) sizes
18 found today at the butenm of the
oeeans, in the stomachs of hirds
and on the tops of mountains.
whilet microplastics have beap
detected in blood, breast milk ol
asentas,

Mf we continoe o PUImp it
the cconomr all Lkis o L&t
pulymer, there iz no way that W
will stop the plastic flow ipey tho
oceans,'” she zaid.

And the health of the ceeqns is
crucial for the future of buinanity,

The fusire freary on plastic pol-
lution would comploment the glob -
al arsenal o prulect the ULEs s
mebuling the new historie tregr,
to protect the high seas sipned this
week by some 70 countries,

"The fact [hat we're SUihE o
muve forward and protect thay
Plece of the vevan that s bayong
wational betndaries 15 mind Bl
ngly impeetant, ' Andersen zaid.

"amd something {hat 1'm jusc
¥eoy,. very happy about, And Lhe
whiole world should he becauze thx
15 UUT CoTmmom heritaga.™
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BY CLAIAE BERNADETTE MONDARES,
ARIC JOHN 5¥ CUA AND MOISES CRUZ

volcanicsmog above Tazl avea has deared,
the Philippine Institute for Volcanology and
Seismology (Phivolcs) said Saturday.

“Ti Taal, it's clear now unlike
ke Jowr wisiteilite vesterday ([i-
| dav) Su nuw the Taal Yalcane
| i visible frany Batanpas, so ba-
L deallr there is no vog aleeadw,”
Phivolcs Director Teresite Bzcol-
cal eald The Marity Times,
| ¥og i romposzd ol fine droples
i e with voleanic guses, ingud-

- 10 sl dicside from the Taal

A <rater, Tposire o wog <au
resull in eves, throat and pspira-
Tory TrACL LIatatinin.

Wup concentrition is parleo-
Yy high in Calabamman {Cavit,
Laguing, Batangas, Ricaland Que.
#on]. eapeciadly near Taal Lake
Area i der the restive state of Tyal
Watleaane tnce early Septemibeer,

Un 'heosday; the Phiveles 1o
ported that it measared a oval of
4,360 cons perdy ol valcanic sulfor
divedde emmission amind Laal,

Howeves indtsal'5:34 a.m, bilie-
tin o Saturday i nepomed deat this
had decrensed o 2,750 wns perda,

The Phivoles also cladfed (ha

whil was ohserved in Metro Mz
Mila Was Smng ot vop.

*Ihis in different trom what
i heing experienced at Taal, al
thowgh the (hermal inversion
i gl toappring pollutants over
the area, But e gpollutzngs act-
by include volcanic aenpul, and
thesefore we b g i volciuic
smog over the Taal iegion,” suid
Ma. Anfonid Boroas, Phivoles
voleano munitoring and Ftion
prediction division chiek.

Thztrnal inversion ncopm whien
ke s wbthe sdmcs phere don'l mix,
causing aeToeals o et trapped.

“Lhiz 13 8 common weather mhe-
armenan, we eapenenced this so-
stal tioees... T emember in the st
Tewe wesars, e e b Do issaiances
by e Pagasa of thennal invesion
tattasineg fpour] visibiling and fiog meer
Use mermpolis,* Bomas said.

“We also Dave vene very Lo
winad epeeda; Acroally his is ope
of the main fuctors that we have
cheereed 1 be the primany dove
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ayfampalac, Talisap, Datangas, looks 2t Taal Yolcana Tom a makeshift
siewing deck, on Saturday, Sept. B3, 2031, Tha Fhl|lp|:|iut|n=||'|ul'q of Veleanolegy and Saismalagy (Phivolcs} caid
Taglis now deared of the smog @used by its amissian of sulfur doxida, which blanheted surtounding arsas on

Friday, focrring Llie sespeasion af vork 29 casies. It said that the 325 emissions ware reduced from 3, 562 tons ps
day on Thursday Lo 2, T30 tens per day an Satunday. FHOTS BY MIKE SLOUHNTO

alvaleznic '=|'||'-;.|:I'|'|T||:|I"-'|r_:z wery alispirsed mesy friam the welones,
{ and w0, e wnlearic 738 accumil-
LiFan amualhe farmcs an swerssal,
wotls leinls np farmaL o ol o

vabemnio s, she sl

The soop onistkaie as wag
procpied same loczl poeern-
ezl boosuspenel work ad

Tore wined '.|:-rx:|_~: CANSI v ranic
st sl ate ey e Ll ce
gueninatead abbeinpdisspated o

ey Sreareic e Ll = | ]} 1 -
s S [ r et VEUEl  EHEE u
AN : J._ | | wrasy Ri=1 1
R 111y rast L
INVILE ’ £
-“_:F'H wan SEP 24 M
weToal_og_Subsides —Phi vyl s 241 =
i - - -.jl -
Ia-_:&'.-:--h..-u clazags,
Srieroe and Technalogy Sroe-
Ty Benrn Solidam Ieocsudd g
: e i g Fridmr that sonap ftitatinn i g
g - JELHCEAS AT Jusir, Calse] by
: PR, themmal iaversions Lo preven iy
A vk A S ot ; S e o erno 50N Jsm vehicls o s

upe igh et e armogiahiong,

Fagese siielvziicean d help 2,
sipene Bol snscg and VO,

Trac, we e baphieg o e
ocauze e veg i diee be i Hjwse
arcflash oty Andits e are
T b arep,” Baalod gdoed.

Ml 18 Cearien, o
unTEm DT anpes ke ruhls
L RReITISE CAILION Wier Tiiing
gz where Ligl vanoer ko of
O werT Dserved,

"OLupangy ard bestioayg o
-1 Take are subja woag pd-
Vosory Imim he esprctive Ly
LRk CUgasier 25k Reduckag,
and Managrmand), " the Tin_wnir
ST ST N

R e I FTEeT T .i'_;l_',-'t
ilar boaml ioried Gt fviep
Ly T Con L the v sy
i vl allmwed. Te aeaid: e
ke as wellan the cumion ane
PARRENICOE 37 0T wndss ang
Lie teeeling, peklic (03 = or
FAPETILALNE T i m e 40 e Tosr
Al Hmes” it addnd
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Bad eggs

ALa recent intemational mining conference, Philes Mining
charrman hanuel V. Pangilinan amphasized that an industr,
ahauld ot be judged based on ite warst siembers, -
- He said that if countries Tike South Africa, Australia,
Indenesia and China can operale ansd ianage their mining
1:'I.I.:~1I'll'!‘.*n:£il:'5 well and’ can comluct their mining operations

respensibly and sustainahily, then o can the Philippines.
angilinan noted that the local mining industry has o
turther level up when it comes la suslaimibility practices and
standards, adding that the nslustoy should be judged hased
o how the sector vs a whele practices

HIDDEN  miing responsibly.
AGENDA He t‘-m]]_:lroh&ﬁiz:cj that the mistakes
: ot & fowe o not lead to Lhe nolicn
- that the whole is wrang,

He cited the case af Fhilex which,
an it own back in 2012, volontarily
opped pperations and acdresse:|

 the Lailings pond leak probiem, and
i _ promptly paid tie P1-billion fing im-
MARY ANN posed by goverment fur the accidunt
LL. REYES - taused by unprecedented rain volume
et R i s X 13 mining area.
e Fangilinan also called on indus
e -~ playere to halp-improve the state of
mdng in the Fhilippines by add nessing, amang others,
health-telated and safuty concarng, explodtation of wormeh,
and child workes, as well as the lack of clarity of plans and |
activomable post-inining reluisfitarion wwhich can restore mine
| sihes b their ariginal matureal state,
| He likewise recominended that the minmng benefits he.
treewen host LGLs and the national guvernment shenld by
shared mure equitably and the latler must ensure the Hmely
| remiliance of Lees due to the LGUs. Agqi
; Tor miake Hye didstry austainable, Pangilinan further sie-
5::5!:1.*-:‘1 the separation of the mining regalotory and promotion
fusictions of the TMEMNE 10 addness che problem of condlicting
goul: of the department. Hy ¢aid that the Environmenta]

Manageroest Burean -wehich enforoes environmental lawis on

mining should be spun off inlo 3 seperate and indenesdent

body just ke the US Environmental Protection A |:_;|.\:'1q,-_ e

Minee and Ceosclences Bueesi, which is charzed with the

prumatan, development, and supervision of mining, can

g N T e e e e A T . e
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Dorbis part, Chamber of Mines of ghe Philippines pres:deng
Mike Tolvde explained that mining has barome more tham just
an entempriee that deals with rocks and dirl, noting thas lobal
tremds and the positive changes: being effect by policy makers
and el ustry plvars simed at ensuring sustainability are gradu-
ally bransforming suning as 2n aréa of growlh, responsibility,
anid a future that pleams with presibility,

Indecd, then: are bad Bpfe in every industry, but it is nol Zair
o gl the entire basket ae being roten,

Take the case of the quarryine industrg which involyes the
extrachion of sund, pravel, and nﬁuﬁ-: uarry resources founc o
ar underneath the surface of privats or puhlic iand whizh alss
gonvirned bu the Philip pine Mining Act ard under the repulation
and supervizian of the TIEK F, |
A few vears” hack the National Trrigation. Administration
LAY reported 1hat it indrast ngeha e projects are being thiear-
ened by sand and pravel quarey sites vwaich operate b clos:
to Imigabion facklitiey il structures, The foundations of dam
are bung theeatened due to sevore srosion cased by quarrying

Meanwhile, a rocent sty on illegal extraction and frade
of Bleck sand in lovos Sur reyvoaled that this has cavsad ad-
verse effacts like franaformation of riverbeds ok large anid
decp pils, displacement of resideats due to threats o A0l
erosion and fleoding, gradual loss of [imited fertile landa fur
agricetural activities and loss of fisheries productivity and
coastal eoosystem,

- _Astndy by the Fh Hippine Tnstitule for Devalopment Studies
CPIES) shwed i the moet Impariant products of ATV i)
tha CONNLY ara cock agEregates, namely cand and gravel, w:ilﬂ-.i
their share ol total ming ) cutout increasing through the years.

IE saicd thistunlike in muining vhere operatians ars memerally
large seale and degradasion impacts are abwvious, DEeralions in
gunrrﬁng ate ielatively small-scale and the effects are e evi-

ent, Bt wlhil: quarrying 1= cossidensd b man}rasa.ﬂ:cnndar_-.r
cOmpRnlof the entite miniig industry, illejsl GUATTT N k-
fes e also giving tha Fhilippine mining industry a bad e

There, are tien types of quarrying operalions — mountain
HUALTYINE and river quarrying - However, PITIS noted that Fath |
have potensally significant negetive covinon myntal impacks,

In Palawan, it is estimated that i D TAlOCS COTMPIISE O
third in besens of Aumber and twio-thirds in terms of production |
of Wil quarrying in the provisce, '

Tust vesuntly, STAR columnist Alex Magno reported that
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members of Task Forwe Sagip Kalikasan have filed a complaint

befare the Oifice of the Cmbudssan against San Femandn,

Cemarines bur Wayor Fermin Mabulu togethar with five

barangay <oairmgn for alleged illegal MCUNLain (uarTying
| activities due to the absence of uthority from (e DENE or
. from the provineial goverament,

I is sstimated that Mayer Mabulo and his pross have
evaded paying Jocal taxes amounting o P54 million,

Drespifi an order issned by the DEMR resional director back
i 2L to ceage quarrying nperations in the San Femordo:
barangays. it was claimed that the mayor disreparded the
order. Tn additins, the cumplainants are saying 515; eiquip-
menl belimging to the Fosal gomrarnirnent hive been asd for
the ilegal yuarrying achvities,

The samie report evealed that the com plainants have asked
the: Ombudsman to iminediately susperd Mabula of al b
halt destructive quarrying activities in the srea and clear th:
way tor an exhaostive investigagion into allegations of graft,

Lhe complainants have accused Mabulp and COmPany of
violating the provision on thelt ol minerals under B4 7942 o
_ thae F‘hilipipme Mining Act, as well as violation of anli-grafe
- and peral laws for the vee of severnment vehitles for the

Megal quarrying activities, ' ! i

- Thuse Mlepal activities reportedly have Been raised und
distusked in tha seecions of the San Fernando Sanggunisng
Gidyan since 2021 but nothing lias happened, 1t is claimed thie
1Zatthe 14 yuareying sites in the bowen et illegally aperated

Back in 217, the Office of the Ol sman B HANCE L
thal it ardered the dismissal o zervice of fveo high-racking
eificials from e Bularn pnaironment and natural oo
plfices in conuection with illegal mining activities in the |
PR, ; |

In 2003, the Ombudsman filed grarn chiarges Tiefore tha
Sancliganteyan apainst then Mexico, Fampanga Magor Taddy |
Tumang alse due o illegal quarcy wctivities., |

In Ol Uity Mayar Michael Bama called for a stop Eo
silegal Fing as residents in mounilaln barampys e
rapn 5 mare and mere quaryving aclivities ooing on, the
effects ot which arc especially felt duiing heavy rains, '

What is needod iz vigilangr oo the it EIHE Libirenas in |
reporting ilepal mning ancl quarrving activicies, local goy-
enunent officinls who will et use their authority to expledl
the environment, and a national geve rnment that will pootect
the envirgnment apainst el minees of natural resources,

For eomments, w-mail at siereyesEpidstmnedi cong
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By Peter Paul Duran

HE profound

succass of

"Every Drog
Counts: A High-Lewvel
Dialogue for o Water-
Secure Country” has
heralded a new era
In shaping a water
sacure future for the
Philippines.
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DOST tech provides safe drinking water -

,I'Ir STLE S zfe, g esoan
1ial s ke ||i_|;I [
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areds secthe fish populadon will
rnleply, " he said,

“There will he no fishing
biatt People will [ose their ljwa-
Jikood. [Rut] we will 1ot che fish

reprodice,” ke #ail, adding that.

ovarfizhing in muricipal wulcrs
relnaiine 4 serions problem in
[he lisheries Recior,

Bepublic el Mo 10524 cr the
Fhilippine Fisheries Cida of o8,
does fmpase 3 fshing waason for
cartain Mods of fish fn aperific
waters At different thnes of (he
vear, but the Burean of Fisheries
and Aquatic Resources (BEAR) has
heen STUgEling: o atricts imgle-
renk such fizhing seagans

By Mestor Corrales
@M CoralasINg

The goveriment has not amnd
Will not impose & fehing ban in
W coumniey because It woald
adweraely affect small fshaz-
folle, President Marcos said an
Saturday, correéting 4 rensark
e mads saclier.

"l wis not able to explali it
well,” the President told reparr-
era after Ieading the distritu.
thon ol smwegEled cloe o ndi
genis in Trigi City, -

T wis oot talking ubowl a
fizhing bar. What | ir=ant was,
we should not fizh i breeding

Acearding b the lates: pub-
lizhed BFAR dary (2001 mors
thart 2.9 eoillicn peoples wera
Irvvalvad i mundcipal fshing,

Togs fish producer

Alang - whth  cammiercial
Iishers and Aruzculturises, zap-
ture isiers peoduced 405 mil-
lan woecrie tans (MT) in 309,
AMounting oo pore fhan B0
billion— cons imcer iy gre of ehe
laTzest jn the world,

Atcording to the Sonlheast
Ag8ia  Fishories, Development
Center (Srafdec), the Philip-
Plues is moe 0! che tap fish pro-
AUCIRE countries in e e Id.

mTORal ATy

| BUT FISHING DISCOURAGED IN EREEDING AREAS |

THERE WILL BEND FISHING BAN IN PH, PRESIDENT ASSURES

“The motal wolune of fish.
eries producton in the Philip.
pines in scas reached 455 mijl.
lose Bt wrie b thea eotal wafipe of g
2 Billam," Svafder said jy jp,
CCOUELLEY CETOEL,

Durehe prowth o the fung
brr of fis)erfolk as well a the
degradativn of nadtine g
sotrzes and fishing R oy,
parlivdarly poaching by imomje
ipa! warers, hag bagiin to affe-,
the sectar.

The BEAK has tried tn im-
plement & Ashing seszel idong-
Heariom systern, bt COILIMET )
Eshiers disputed the measurg jn
CElrE mtoor £18y weerc prohibined

teom marnbig off (iedr rmdsee he-
Fore entering [OUTIEIpAl wrarers,

Rﬂﬂmﬁnuiﬁﬁtﬁﬂﬂluﬂm

Fisherfolk  group  Pam.
bansung  Lakas
Maramalakays ' Ny Pilipinas
(Pamalakayva) earlier said the
Dresidem™s plan tn {mpese 2
Lehing ban would oy wic-
timize small fshermen whe
“ilwears il brey te durh aorce
fishing Tepniations”

The groug pointed gur thar
reclamann, conversion of fish.
ing Fronods and  fipee-ssale
poaching activigles are sgme of
the zulpries of the declining fsh

g Kilasang

stocka In the PRilppices.

“Ihere are around 187 rec-
lamation projects across the
COUnY, a5 per the Fhilippine
Raclamation Authersy ieself
Tiese durip-and-fill - preijecrs
Wipt out productive  pearine
ahel 2ayuatic pesanices such as
MAOTToves, popal peefsand olh-
BL wreklands gt res It in dea-
AL dweindling of Ash stocks”
Sd Parnalakarq national chair-
HETSON Perandn Hidap.

But 31, piineos nssimed fish-
Erfﬂl.kdlatlheﬂmmmmtwmln
Monce Apd pragace hreeding
ETud oF fish tr regreny Hhe
SO fich wopily. o
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11 fgnzalier=, Hanval Besadress and jls
DradrenPien” Frzjed 7 1he nlidlies gime o
goveniedie Flilpr syppa s e vbirge
‘zaliamez refamr apeazs inder the Clnene
Chenge fTiog Mragean G52,
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anctilrkiren, Hias exsiong ciscler fer
Agzznd Ihe Peeit enl usbaclise lgsamzoress
T peajeal arad zrocuazed ool
digisizie aprops rferaerd

Skenca Sheener I Ren Cnsgeng sz
Uz wor ithzp bradgin tageher <3 nrarzl
and Inberrnilenal sapanis from robazar
arkEfenl aqencias and kil
[REST AT LTt TRl T3 B TTE RFATT T e
amd o0 crsiciazl I Zelizers onotha
PO uzjeek van He sal? poe e
Tancsas oo theze oy anas

Szediomieguiz Uiz ImyectalTiam
ermren Jdinate s harez noagicilime
I aating cimzne il laning a7d
ALIENLNG TIMETEEMET Tadiraagizs In
ok, ol TsaEniz i malabacaie
intale Fosilens e collwraCifies ar
sl vl meeniz Apnau e Frogem Jrde
i Fhlispine 0 par war L el Ay bare,
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Searca leads project to boost climate resilie

JeGlern B Deeearan
LUl - TELE R ot !

It alse rienes 1o arbarza lirale
ks lignee 7 Aatcial rasaurces aned
crratRlE by e anding tha et narl
ul Eivicuimr 2z, aid Keeal Brszurees

nece inmPHL |

ok Brstlney Frow-e o with resiliconey
edme e, quilelines, anin: meznilzrng,
AN cageuily buldlmg 12 s sima
tgzzres 17 w01 Lz fplemifmed
wrinrsbipwilli flR3.

Finalli, Lie peofe<n teais 1o impinoez
agneibur! ivscrarce oo direes ok e
desrlaping a medior e ineecess
adtinaz fw the Frbipaiie Cap nsmnga ™
Caipzraliea (PII0), ssp anng Inroesl va
ﬁl'l'.1:'-|'l-jfl..l:l.l.il.l'.5_£|11|'l'l'l-'r.3i'|.|iil1'lrl:|i|
SetEnan Ly a essr-ale L venrss with
vuidanze firm FO O
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ez ncie S0AE
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DOST chief représents PHL at G77,

China Summit in Havana, Cuba

=¥ [EXCE Sorrerary Fenabo Soli-
dum ., smpregentngHresident
irrdisand Maroes Tr., paclici-
patedinthorereal Groupof 77 (L3570
acd China Swnotit ef beads oF scale
ard povernTrent ox currenl Cevel-
piment challerpes focnaing on the
vitzl rals of sclence, techminiopy and
fraowation (471 in Havana, Caba,
Tha GT7—altencedhpmarrthan
100ETT emberconmtricsingdinding
vartous [nternetinms) Drganizatizn
parfrrrs.—is the largest incergow
rracnenlal arganization of develiq-
wgesuntriesir the Dnited Hations.
The peecp piovides shemeans
“or the countrice of the South 1o

articulate and prominte their col-
Lactitne reamommic interesta: enbarnice
Inint neporiating capilelty on maja
inlerpational issars; sl coatinue
purgning Srath-Rouch sooperation
tir drvelupanent,

Thirty heads of stares and gore-
ernmenttromairica Astaand Latin
Arneriva aleo bodned che de-person
aeneral debate

Agbalidin delivered che nation-
al staterment on Scptember 16, be
shared same of themmior challenges
thiatthe Poilippines must overcue.
They includse porerty, humper, food
inngecliricy, azalth, pnermp pracerin
equaity, thedipitaldivide, disasters

nran dewalopaient.

amul climate changr, amonz uzhers,
He then achnowledgad che
critiral value Lhat 5TI upholds
Lowand providing soletiong snd
centributing tuwards sustaiiable
diere loparmnesl, :
CEolidam cited some of DOST™
keyprograms vocapadialng e ople
therughscholarshipprograms;sap-
porting mizre, small and medivm
enterprises thoough technolo gy -
prading; commun ity e powe e mens;
promsion of Stense commuerics
tion; GenfisklH and TlanSmart
Ready Lo Rebuild, which fzcuscs on
clek gascssment, eosilionen apaimist

natntal hasards, and dizaster relua-

bilitation and rempvery lnibiatives
apecialiyin the vulnerable areas,
He poinred out the pead to work
togethes in the hopes for o belte:
andnota prosperois, falr, e, and
halancad wnield order,
ks Pragident I".-'llgml Viane-Uar
nel Berenides emphagized sl the
delibetations and positions cn the
currert ghohal challenges will Tead
ter tanaible rosules in the lnterest of
‘riendship, solidazily, burnanity, and
copoperration. {
Barmdez also mentionedd that
ST1playsaley cole in fostesing pro
ductivity efficency wealtherestion,
and promosicn of well-being and b

ECIENAE Secratary Aunaln Solidum by

i

Mpited Matioils Secietary Gen-
wral Amidnic Guteres highlighted
that the 077 and China Sumimit is
& gond platferm I:-I:l yaive the viicas
of the member countries ralling
fo 5 mure elfective and sronger
eolinboration hElween @l ATy,
prnaltilaberal institakics.

Fclieving i the princple thatmo
ome shenld belefL behind, Guisrres
cotlpe for g plobaland collectire ac
—inninstrengthening e 51T in the
{nkarmationalarenads itisessential
bemvatds zelying enmmon prohlems
andinequalities ander pebribntesio
the sustainahble devslopment.

speaksat the racent Greup of 77 and Orina
Sogem | i Hawana, Qulbin. nst FTO
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BABE’S EYE VIEW
. FROM WASHINGTON, D.C.
AMBASSADCR B. ROMUALDEF

]
Triple whammy
in our territorial waters
:[l'5 bad emvugh that our |— =

Philippine Coast Guard
vessels and Boats bringing
fored, weater and ather supplics
b pur Eroaprs stationed al BRE
Aerrd Adadre o dyamygin Shozl
comiin uowsly bring harassed and
buillied, our fiskermen regularly |
being provented [rom plying
d:‘rEiI‘li'l.-'E]il‘l.lnn:]h:.r _hinese (Coass
Luard and militin vessels - and nowy, aur precicus coml
roets in seabeds within our cxclnsive sconomic wone
ame slovely but surely I:v:“mg dustroged, .
Accurding e a report filed byl Armed Foroes
of the Fhilippinas” Western Command (West om
ane confirmed by the Philippine Coast Guasd thal
cond ucled exlen=ive anderaralar s we ERe IHATITE
ooy siama in Rozul Reef and Eavsda Shoul ore dwing
~ if ot already dead — st likely cansed by the illewal
and indizcriminate activibivs of Chineze vossols that
Frvvi been swarming tha aeass, resulting in Qe massive
clealiuction of curil reefs in the aforerientioned Wt
Fhilippine Ses features.
FromAug. See Sepn, 11 alone thisvear appa HInaLely
A3 Chitese maritise tilitia veszals in Rosal Reef and
15 i Escods 5hioal seen monitorad by thu: .F'hi.'li_ppi'ne
Coasl Guard. Quoting divers wha ennducted the
underwater surveys, WesCom chief Vice Aalmircel
Albertn Carlos said “these s nithing kil of e corls
in il Reef, addig that they haye boon *dealeoved,
and nnily dabriz was e
The™utional Oceanic ard Atmeenheric Administration
(NOAAL savs that shout “25 pergent of dhe onans Hish
depend on ]B‘ueallhj.r coral repls” whore “fishes and neber
prEattiemes shelter, fnd Ao, repnaduce smd roar Lwp
o I 1he many fooks and craoties formed T
curals”™ Lherich biodivarsihe fovmd in the bebitat created
o corald b also e weason why coral resfs ane described
as the "raindtinets of the saq
Arepirt published st the BT Scicnce Pulivy mevivmy
i Auguss 2020 dheclosed that el reefs “provide
accEVstem services workh 511 tllion annually by
Prl:lTl."Eli.llg'r:l.'.'iﬁL‘-':. :-‘i-_::tqin:ing fisheriass, EEJ‘IL'J'-:'ITi.nE'
tourism and creadag pobs across the teapics.” znd that
as Many as one billing people across the planet deprnd
on Sral eeals [or keod, incoms and coastal protection.
NWime dhan GG speries of ol and medee thae, 2000
apecicsaf fish Hee in dheveatoes of the Philippines, which
is part of e most diserse and indigicilly By
marine ecosvatem in the world ki ay the Lol
Trargle”, that covers 52 million syuare kilomesers
O GLEAn yeatirs Sparming scrows parte of Indomiesia,
Kialaysia, Papua Wew Guines, the Solimon Lstands,
e Leste and the Phifopinges, AeEnrling e BOA A

Ageearly as 2019, By Deo Vloreooee Onda; an
oceanographer and professor al the Universite of
thi Fhilippines’ Marine Science Tnstimute, has Teen
warring thak the: I'hilippines is losing an esSmated P2
bl lican swieeth of damtagee fo its reet ecosistem an nially,
all hecause of Thina's Tand reciamalinn activities
wilhin onr exclusive 2oomamic wone,

Asidefrom tllegal fishing activeties, Chinese vessels
have vl Seer poaching miact class under the reers
arel taking cota s ane the speciea therair, which they
uge as decorative meterials, ormaments and jusvalmg,
safd maribime Law expert Professor lay Batonghacal,

Vidoos relaased by the POG showed the crashad
corals, with "wisisle discoloration™ in the seabed
of Eséoda Bheal that is indicative of “deliberate.
adhivities. .. nnderesken tao medily the maturg]
tpography of il undeswater terrain® said PO
spokzsperson Comnodne Jay Tarmicla.

Mot surprisingly reaclions to the videos ranged
from shoek te zadnass to anger over the volossal
dirnage that has been wrought WP OUF marine
wonsvalern. Bul what is even more disty rhing — totally
infuriatiog —tomany Biliv nos iz thiar the destmaction of
tha coral necks i3 actually 2 prelude foland reclamation
by the Uhneses In Tegalop, "wiivluio too sz seriding
mentita” [we are being cooked in our own fatl -
constructing artificial islandy will oue own cuzals,
Aol S bor Freneis Tolenting and Defenise Sp;.rw;_g,r}.
Gilkert Teodoro bove watned abwat this, Inteliipence
g grathered comfirn that thesz corals are deliberatsly
being erushed, prvessed and dum ped on the seabed.

Simee 2013, Ching has hoen g dispuatad langd
features in the Spratles inta mililacy bases with Purls,
Tunrays ahd olher infraslypeiuce, But li» use tha
damaged torals om Rozu] Reef and Fsowda Shoal to
rnake the ardsicial slae ds? Abady taly unzrceptably,

Suppurt 8 |.j'|'|'l"|-"-’|_|'lg for the Hling of cases agrailst
China before an nlermational tribunaf for the
desligctine ol our cocals, aoul e cvaling the @aue belre
the UM General Assembly Calle qre sl ML
i make China pay billims of pedoes not cnly for the
s destruction of our coral reefs bt fap robling |

o fisheefelk of their Tivalihond and thrzatening (he

fongd s |.|rH_'||.' uf Fill 2ines, |

A o Ehse weho Conbinle g make s [ot of noise
cormpl aining abent owr Enhance] Dickense Cooperation
;‘-".E:'EEI.TI.I.‘ELT with the Linifed Slates wrake uP! IHET |-j-"1-u.‘_
— when the US5 Guardian accid entally tan agrroLing
on Tubbalaha Reof in lammary 2003, g US peid PR2
milleo bar the damage the mincawreep e had cavsed

Chma, o the: wther hand, bas suil bases in martime
aneag thatan: bocated withimn ourexdusive sconomic sone
and seeflingty disrnisses the destraction of the corals i
Reril Teal arsd Baada Shoal as “palitical d fme "

Ao who s being & responsible member af the
community of natiors, and who is notd A Tustice
Sevratar [sns Urispin Remulln pointed oyt with or
vtithout e ferritorial dispule, the deatsction of
Bilviroranent 133 Sin apaisst humango,

Thure 35 absolutely no justification for this type of
babisior brrr e ‘I:I'Ii.l'll:':‘it!. e et do all we Ea-.”_ angd
joim hards with the infernatonal LMY i puttin
a st to thesa insane nctivities, ang bring everything
toy e et comeluziom, 3
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RILATERAL FRONT FORME

- WS GHINESE INCURSIONS

By Jacob Laxars
atif Draoeter Cabalra
_I:i_:l'.!'II:I'I.Iﬁ_ﬂ.]I.I ire

The Philippines, |aisan and thai
i stcuriny wlly, Bhe Tnikad
atdies, formad 3 oilater'yl front
Aptinst Chinesc Inrursions n
o Soviith Clhing Sey Folboyriv i
LaECing oo che sldelines af e
Linited Natic iy General AEEET-
bl im Plewr ok l2ar wraek :

“The FhUTppings, 23 Fong 2pe
iiTE Continuges o fBee ohal-
Ivngcs wich siArereiEn. 1ighry
anid Jurlsdictlon o (e Wes
Philippine Sca or Soich Llina
sea,” Philippine FOrEIEN Apcre-

o

While no actual trilacaral pa
trclz hive been initiated o the
Sauth China K&, the Philipplnes,
United Szacas amd Jupan held
Jiednt saits in the West Philippine
Sra. Patrals are conducted 1o
monitar 1he countvs defeises
wehile salls o re o sk of naiy.

ImAugusl, the Unied Srarcs,
lapan and Avsmaliy vonducted
Ioint patrnls in the warsrway.
They were dons whlla Bilig-
s and Austrzliang hald navs)
edpills calleg * Alon *

The Chnited Siates and <he
Philippines are planing to con-
ductjolnt patocls in e West Fhil-

Ty EnCigue Manalno said 1y his
nEciing  ceEmiris ducing the
=Pt naertlig with [apanese

- Farslen Minisier Kamikaas

Yok and U3 e retary of stape
Anchony Aiinke;,

Manalo said thy deznlle
The 2ouf arliisl pward lhar

 hipaheld Fhilipzine EOWEICET

Uittt iver iy 370 kilormetor
etlsive eealiomie zone [EEZ],
the Chitess contnyed o en-
eroach into 1feie waters and
hiarazs Filiplno wassels.

Ee suid thar in ad3d:cing ro
the use of water catncns and
milicasy grade [asecs draligt
Philipplie vessels S tha Ching

Ippiie Sca along with ke roind-
cd COuNLIiEs, =uch as Atleradia
and Jagem, bt g spectic dacs
has Leen annatiiced ver

Ik i nzws [orum las) weok
AVP spolesperson Col Model
Apuilar said Malarsia, Vrance, In-
dia, Canada and Sinzapore wene
Alsn kern an che idea

Gl hos By pneritical

(0 Whnile an Sstarday, De-
Femuse Setictary Gilbertn e pdara
Ir, shac Bark al China for clzim-
g chat e alecreplr BRE Sierra
Madrr, a Philipping miljery out-
MOEC i the West Philippine Sea,
had caipsed "vevacable harm' o
Adnanginl Shozl, saving that Bel-
ng wias baing “hypostigeal”

Coast Guard (LG, him comntry
alsn suffere] aconomically dij;
03 “challenges 1o our ahility: Lo
berefic from the TLEDIT Mo i
oaar exclusive eronnmic roje. "

The thrae alljes THage &
shmmilment 1o face conflics
WAtk China as a feqm al thrsae,
Or Crilaterally, ingspead of jusi
pilaterally. Tn the Eas Ching
Fea, Chinsse wezerls wrr alzo
conducting  illag:) aclivitiss
wiEhin Japan's EET

e three colnbries wrill
conclaine oo call oo behaviar
that 35 nccisisoen witly fo-
Termaticngl T, inrfuding ke
[Proples Republic oF Clhiza'z)

. H
Enrique Manalo
—ZENATERRIE

“Talk about che pol calling
ihe ketele Blackl™ Teodoro zaid
i s seatemant, "Ghing contin-
ues b dapage the WES br lig
llegzl reclamaton activitias in

b SC85 and it weas foind o be

& violator of Wlermatonal Law

Tecerd aclions: mesr Secopd
Thomas [Avuarpid)] Shoal taag
interfeced  with ™ the Fhitip=
plises’ lawrul exercise of high
SPA5 fraedom ol navigation,”
Depariment of Siate spukac.
gRrson Matthaw Miller suid ig
A STALemeEn on Briday, '
“Manaln ales pointed o the
angCing PIOlpmdn e-US parener-
ship o modernizing the Armearl
Farees of 1he Fhilippines and
iz additiang this weat nf four
LEw sites that would host L
forees and milital v culpiuani
under the Ephanced Defonze
Cooperatiorn AgTeEmet =

(o). ﬂ

. .F" b, ..i &
GllEorce Teadoro JF
—DNDPHOYD

i ehe 2o arhiieal avracd when
such activitles damagel ol
matie envirniment.”
“Bisingsnuous propaganda
lines such as this onfy serve oo
Bkpost Chita's insiucerioy and
will anly heighrten the 1isrrer

ba vhe Bilipine paaple and the
rest ol the wiodd of the Chiness
EamETiINEnL he addad.

‘Wo fecinal basis'

Thina sarlier  demierd  re-
pors by fhe ARE and the Philip:
‘Bine Eeust Guacd that Calmess
macitiie milj vessels wers
maspensibic for the  massive
destrnction of comls gr Kozl
Hroquais) Reel ind Escady jSa-
hina) Shozl. which gre within
the Philippines' Bz,

The ffice of the Sofictar
Croietel on Thuesday said it wmes
apppiin g whethier oo fle e
comnplail sedinst Ching o an
iptartacinm Al cribiinsl over ghe
destruction ol tha r,s_.m]_re_gl's_._

— e

D A a1 — 5

Tefiing Said tho aocisations
Pl “no Sachual basie™ and ucged
artila “ta sfop crearing palitg-
val dirama from fictlan,*

Chinese  forelgn  minisy
spokesperson Mo Ming said
that il the Philipplnes troly
tates about ihe ecological en:
witement of the South Chipa
Sea,” i shony] foyvr Ay tle 85
srrd Mardre “as soni 2 pozsible
etom it frofm deaharging pallit
ed Waler inbo e otean and nor
let the ruskng warship liring
irrevacable havin tn the gran "

The milicary deliberaealy
grounded the Sierra iagre gt
AYURLIR 1N 1980 £ mgrk the
couAlry's chiEm € the ghea il
Lo BETye g am LRLDOSE,





