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Coastal Clean Up: 75,000 Kilos of Trash Collected 
By Over 17,000 Volunteers Across 15 SM Malls 

11100.000 Kilos of Trash Collected bv over 17,000 Volunteers across SM Malls ~ationwideh 
M Cam contlnuas to drtw 
a- partidytian In ooKln - by Dung 

wrt mce awh In this wah 

I I inc.matkna~ &I mi, my 
lcntsepl.mbule. 202-3. Saturday. 

Devefopment (2021-2030). h line 
with this years ~ b l  Ocean LBcode 
Challenge, Sustahabiy Feed the 
Gfobal PopWoa WWpjscrzon 
w'ner w m  hldudm tho 
recydtng and trwhnont d water 
from i-mn&varh[ng ond rolmqater 

SMs goal was to gather me 
Mgaea haul of trash and marine 
deb& TMs par% Mort8 amwnrsd 
ta 10WZBOka celleotod wlth me 

I in ~umn VLIOV- and Mhdanaa m a  

I I enabled mob ~volunmera tatalng 
17,016 SM employees and membecs 
of vadaus sectors to loln more c k n -  I '1 ups thmu@aa the dounry. , 

I I 8M spearheads numerous 
deanup drives rnrwghouc me year In 
arppottof the U W  ktlons Decade 
of W n  Scknoo fw Surtalnable 

We all have a responslWtIy ta 
helo omtect and rateauarj our 
-'I& envtronment tta"resmrc.s 
and the cmmunlticH It men; '  

tor ~aparbte cotrpllonce and 
SM Cares P m p m  Dlrector ' hr tin 
Envlmnmmt Engr. Uw a M o .  'A 
damor- mecns a bslrerluNle 
fur a m t i o n 8  to come.' 

&I knclualon 
and care far me 
envlmnmont 

City Cobu ciean Klnaiunrran trashdFee Manila Bay 
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y be prelude to re( ' -. - - - 

BY BUTCH FERNANDEZ (UNCLOS), he said. 
The g o v e r n m e n t  can al'so seek 

off of corals at Rozul Reef that is part The complaint may be lodged w i th  the 
of the West Philippine Sea (WPS) may International Tribunal on the Law of the 

be part o f  a bigger and long-term plan by Sea or ITLOS, or the International Court of 
China,which hasdeployedonceagaindozens Justice. Manila may also seek arbitration, 
of boats in the area, according to Senator said Tolentino, a noted lawyer. 
Francis Tolentino. The senator announced he would call 

These activities may be a prelude to a about four more hearings on the proposed 
grand reclamation plan and theconstruction Philippine maritime zone law. The outcome 
ofartificial islands,asChina hasdonein other o f  such is a new map that wi l l  more clearly 
parts of the WPS, he said. lay down the jurisdiction and territory of the 

When there are no more corals, the Philippines in the WPS areas being claimed 
at fu l l  speed, by other countries. 

Authorities earlier said this new map 
(PCG)onMonday is timely, given China's recent unveiling 

confirmea a weekend military report of severe of its 10-dash-line map, which expanded 
damageinRozulReefandEscodaShoal,caused the controversial nine-dash-line map. The 
by the Chinese Maritime Militia. Rozul Reef is disclosurewas met wi th protestsfromseveral 
at the northern part of Ayungin Shoal, site of countries, notably India. 
recent face-offs between PCG and the Chinese 
Coast Guard and militia ships trying to block Damage assessment 

sentinel in  the WPS. 

several artificial islands in  the WPS where in the area. 
it erected airports and military facilities. The Pambansang Lakas ng Kilusang ; 

Tolentino, cha'irman o f  t h e  Senate Mamamalakaya ng Pilipinas (Pamalakaya) 1 
committeeonmaritimeandadmiraltyzones, said, "There is a need t o  identify i f  the 
had conducted his panel's first hearing last swarmed area was subjected t o  coral 
week,whereheandseveralsenatorsstressed harvesting, clam hunting, or any mil i tary 
the significance o f  setting such clear-cut activities that destroyed itsvast coral reefs," 
zones in  order to  strengthen the security Pamalakaya vice chairman for Luzon Bobby 
cluster's efforts to  protect Philippine rights Roldan said in  a statement. 
over its exclusive economic zone. He said the  Marcos adminis t rat ion 

TolentinosaidthePhilippinegovernment should take the matter urgently bytapping 
should not lose t ime in mounting a strong marine scientists and other experts t o  
complaint over the destruction and seizure extensively assess the  damage and i ts 

Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 
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PCG collfirms 'severe' Sef ' ~ 
4 - I 

clrmage in2 WPS features' I 

T HE Philippine Coast Guard 
(PCG) on Monday confirmed 
earlier military reports that 

revealed severe damage in Rozul Reef 
and Escoda Shoal caused by the Chi- 
nese Maritime Militia (CMM). , 

'The PCG fully supports and con- 
firms thereport nleasedby the Arped 

In the same period, the PCG 
launched missions to conduct exten- 
siveunderwatersu&eysof theseabed 
in both Roeul Reef and EscodaShoal. 

'The results of these survey6 
showed that the marine ecosystem 
in thesubject WPS features appeared 
lifeless, with minimal to no signs of 
life. Moreovdr, thesurveys conducted 
in Escoda Shoal revealed visible dis- 

marine environment, which plays 
a crucial role in sustaining marine 
life and supporting local communi- 
.ties," he stressed. 

Earlier, Wescomairpatrolson Sep- 
iember 8 and 9 revealeda concerning 
resurgence of Chinese swarming ac- 
tivity in the WPS. 

'Wescom's comprehensive assess- 
ment of theairpatrols has highlighted 

'Purthermore,aprevious incident 
reported by the Philippine Navy [on] 
August 24revealedthat33 CFVswere 
spotted in Rozul [Iroquois] Reef dur- 
ing a rmtine air patrol. Rozul Reef is 
locatedwithin thecountry's exclusive, 
economic zone PEZI and continental, 
shelf, making this intrusion a viola- 
tion of Philippine sovereign rights - 
and jurisdiction. Previous swarming : 

Porces of the Philippines Western coloration of its seabed. strongly in- three areas experiencing heightened inciderits in. the area have also been -1 
Command [Wescom], exposing the 
severe damage inflicted upon the 
niarineenvironmentand coral reef in 
the seabed of Roaul Reef and Escoda 
Shoal," Coast Guard spokesperson 
Commodore Jay Tarriela said in his 
X account (formerly Twitter). 

Healso revealed that from August 
9 toSeptember 11 this year, the PCG 
momtored an average presence of ap- 

dicating that deliberate activities may 
have been undertaken to modify the 
natural topography of its underwater 
terrain.' Tarriela noted. 

He added the presence of crushed 
corals suggested a potential act of 

.dumping, possibly' involving the 
same dead corals that were previi 
ously processed and cleaned before 
being returned to the seabed. 

CN [Chinese] swarmingactivity. Roeul 
[Iroquois] ieef emerged as the most 
prominent location, with 23 CFVS 
[Chinese fishing vessels] observed. 
Additional swarming was observed 
in Escoda [Sabina] Shoal, where five 
CPVs were present, and in Baragatan 
[Nare] Bank, with two CPVsrecorded." 

Wescom said the increased pres- 
;rice of CFVs raises concerns regard- 

- 
followLd by reports of massive coral 
harvesting, further raising concerns 
about their harmful environmental ;;. 
impact,' Wescom said. 
. Theairpatrolalsoreportedswarm- 

ingactivity in Escoda (Sabina) Shoal, 
whlch is also located within the Phil- 
ippine EEZ and serves as a marker 
for the approach to Ayungin (Second 
Thomas) Shoal. 

I 
proximately 33 CMM vessels in the 'The continued swarming for an in; the potential implications for This is where unauthorized Chi- 
vicinity of Rozul Reef and another 
15 in Escoda Shoal. 

'Maritimepatrolscarriedqutdur- 
ingthesame period by BRPSindangan 
.[MRF(V-4407landBRP Cabra WRRV- 
44091 further validated the presence 
of these CMMs in these West Philip- 
pinesea [WPS]features,"Tarrielasaid. 

indiscriminate itlegal and destruc- 
tive fishing activities of the CMM 
in Rorul Reef and Escoda Shoal may 
have directly caused the degrada- 
tion and destruction of the marine 
environment in the WPS features. 
The PCG emphasizes the importance 
of protecting and preserving our 

Philippines' maritime security, fish- nese shadowing of Philippine water- ' 

cries conservation, territorial integ- craft typically occurs. 
rity, and preservation of the marine 'Therepeatedswarmingincidents I 

envirpnment. . in both Roeul Reef and Escoda Shoal 
It added that these activities have emphasize the continuous violation 

been a source of tension in the WPS of Philippine sovereign rights and 
and have contributed to instability jurisdiction in its western border," 

. . Wescom noted. in the region. 






































