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By KHRISCIELLEYALAD.

total of 10 esteros in Manila,

five creeks in Quezon City,

Las Pifnas, and Caloocan,

two creeks each in Pasay
and Mandaluyong, ariver in San Juan
City, acreek in Taguig, and the Estero
de Tripa de Gallina were cleared of
garbage and other debris by commu-
nity volunteers and local government
personnel in a nationwide campaign
initiated by the Department of Inte-
rior and Local Government (DILG) on
Saturday, Sept. 16.

The cities of Mandaluyong, Pasig,
and San Juan took part in the simul-
taneous nationwide clean-up drive
called the Barangay at Kalinisan Day
(BarKaDa) which aimed to involve
barangays in the regular conduct of
community-based environmental
programs, primarily the cleaning
and maintenance of waterways like
esteros and creeks, and promote solid
waste disposal and management,

The event also gave way to com-
munity gardening projects, anti-
dengue activities, and other environ-
mental projects.

It was enacted’through
DILG memorandum Circular
2023-133, which calls on lo-
cal government units (LGUSs)
to approve of ordinances and
resolutions declaring at least
one day of the week wherein

BarKaDa is implemented in

the city's barangays.

The initiative was also
launched to celebrate Inter-
national Coastal Clean-up
Day, and the start of National
Clean-up Week.

The local government of-
ficials, volunteers, residents,
local police officers, and
personnel from the Bureau
of Fire Protection (BFP) col-
lected trash including plastic
bottles, plastic bags, and sty-
rofoam from streets, roads,
and other public spaces;
as well as dredged clogged
creeks.

In Mandaluyong City, the water-
ways that were cleared of garbage
were Maytunas Creek in Barangay
Addition Hills, Maysilo Bridge, and
Buhangin Creek in Barangay Hulo.
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Persnnnel of the Bllreau onall Managemnt and Penology Ilelp ciean up one of the esteros or waterways

in Metro Manila. (Photo from BJMP-NCR)

Former Councilor lawyer Che Che
Pablo-Santos, DILG Mandaluyong

Director Patnck Megia, City Health
. Department Head Dr. Arnold Abalos,

and Addition Hills Barangay Ca_ptam
Carlito Cernal led the clean-up drive

in their city.

Meanwhile, around 40 commu-
nity volunteers, Barangay Dela Paz
officials, members of the Ecological
Solid Waste Management Committee
(BESWMC), and the Asa Philippines

Foundation joined forces to clean
__areas in Pasig City.

It was conducted at the Hakban-
gan Creek, its surrounding areas,
and within the Octagon Phase III
Subdivision.

Around 35 sacks of garbape were

- collected including garden and solid

| waste, dried leaves, toiletrizs, and

mud clay

~ Other members of the Bzrangay

Peace and Order Council (B’OC) of

‘Barangay Ugong, along with Clean
and Green cleared the Pasig City
River Park.

The BFP-Pasig also conducted
operations at the Parian Creek in
Barangay Pinagbuhatarn.

DILG San Juan Director Engr.
Perla Upano and DILG Loczl Gov-
ernment Operations Officer (LGOO)

 Maricor Dayandante headed the
program implementamon at ~he San
Juan River.

- BarKaDawas formally laur chedin
Tondo, Manila on Saturday by DILG
Secretary Benhur Abalos,

Other cig:;es that joined the BarKa-

Dakquxfc 'were Quezon City, Manila,

5 in, Malabon, Muntmlupa,
Tagwg, Las Pifias, and Pasay in the
National Capital Region (NCF).

Around 233 jail officers of the
Bureau of Jail Management and
Penology-National Capital Region
(BJMP-NCR), also conducted clean-
up activities in their areas.

The local governments of Ilocos
Norte, Dinagat Islands, Iloilo City,
Pangasinan, and Antique zlco par-
ticipated in the clean-up drive,
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FORA CLEANER WORLD wore than 17,000 volunteersacross 15

SMmalls joine& the International Coastal Cleanup Day on Saturday, Sept. 16, 2023. From
left are Geronimo Reyes, International Coastal Cleanup Philippines Project head; Orliber
Paule, SM Estates SAVP; Joaquin San Agustin, SM Supermalls SVP Marketing; Michael
Drake Matias, DENR-NCR 0IC, regional executive director; Jessica Bianca Sy, SM Prime
Holdings Inc. project director AVP; Pasaylhyorlmelda “Emi’ Rubiano-Calixto; Environment
Ilmmtamg ;a#lnynla 02; ani

Mall Owations RIBU
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TRASHCOLLECTION ALONG CAGAYAN
RIVERS NETS 2.200 KILOS OF GARBAGE

By Villamor Visaya Jr.
@villvisayajrINQ
TUGUEGARAQO CITY—At

least 2,200 kilos of garbage
such as plastic wrappers,
‘drinking straws, bottle caps
and Styrofoam were collect-
ed from the riverbanks in this
city and neighboring areas
traversed by the Pinacanauan
‘River in Cagayan province on
Saturday.
The activity, orgamzed to
celebrate the International
Coastal Cleanup Day, was par-
ticipated in by 500 environ-
mental partners and stakehold-

ers from the business sector,

national government agencies,
and municipal and barangfay
local government units.

~ The cleanup at the Pina-
canauan River, which traverses
Tuguegarao City and the town
of Penablanca in Cagayan, was
done under the theme “Clean
Seas for Healthy Fisheries.”

The Pinacanauan River,

an 83-kilometer tributary of
Cagayan River that cross-
es through the provinces of
Cagayan and Isabela, is also a
known tourist attraction and a
protected area in Cagayan, as
it passes through the Penab-
lanca Protected Landscape
and Seascape that hosts nu-
-merous karst formations and
underground chambers and
wild flora.
Ga.rbage must be properly
disposed of and not in rivers,

especially plastic materials .

that end up in the sea, which
are likely to destroy marine
biodiversity, said Department
of Environment and Natural
Resources Regional Director
Gwendolyn Bambalan in an

" interview on Saturday.

One of the volunteers, Ma-
ria Angelica Perez, a 21-year-old
student leader, lamented that
they gathered mostly nonbio-
degradable items that are “det-
rimental to the envrronment

Conservation efforts
The International Coastal
or World Cleanup Day involves
multisectoral marine environ-
ment and ocean conservation
efforts in line with the target of

' the United Nations Decade of '
Ocean Science for Sustainable

Development (2021-2030).

It was coordinated by the
global organization Let’s Do It!
World, from its headquarters
located in Tallinn, Estonia.

The first World Cleanup
Day was organized in Sept. 15,
2018.

Cleanup leader Kristine
Iris Ceballos, a manager of a
mall in Tuguegarao, said they
had been implementing year-
round sustainable programs
called the green movement in
the province.

Ceballos emphasized that
their operations are aligned

~with sustainable and environ-

ment-friendly practices fo-
cused on energy conservation,
solid waste reduction and wa-
ter conservation. iNg
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VOLUNTEER CLEANERS In Tuguegarao City, voluntaers from the government and other groups use makeshift cleaning tools to clear the banks of the Pinacanauan River and it< tributaries of gar
bage hnd other debris on Sept. 16 as part of activities to mark tte International Coastal Cleanup Day. —vitLamon visava .
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~ REPORT: PHSTILL DEADLIEST
 FORENVIRONMENTALISTS INASIA

By Jane Bautista g
@janebautistalNQ

A report published last week |
has shown that the Philippines
has, for 10 years, remained the |
deadliest country in Asia for
environmental defenders.
Filipino environmentalists
said the finding highlighted
the “perilous terrain” facing
them under an administra-
tion intending to leverage the |
country’s mineral wealth for
economic growth.
International -~ watchdog
Global Witness, in its report
published on Sept. 13, said at |
least 177 environmentalists
were killed in 2022. Of that to-
tal, 16 were in Asia and 11, or
majority of the fatalities in the

region, were recorded in the

Philippines.

~ The Philippines also ranked
fifth most dangerous country
for environmentalists, follow-
ing Honduras (14 deaths), Mexi-
¢o (30), Brazil (34) and Colombia
which, at 60, had the most num- |
ber of environmentalists killed.

Fatalities from DENR

The . report listed the
names of those in the Philip- |
pines killed in the past year,
including volunteer teach-
ers Chad Booc and Gelejurain
Ngujo II, peasant organizer
Ericson Acosta, Richard. Men- |
doza, Elgyn Balonga, Robert
Aragon, Tirso Afar, Joseph

Jimenez, Silvestre Fortades Jr.,

Rose Marie Galias and Eugene -

Lastrella.

The Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resourc-
es (DENR) declined to com-
ment on the report, saying it

- was not aware of the “circum-

stances of each of the cases.”

~ The agency noted, howev-
er, that it has about 2,500 for-
est rangers, forest protection
officers -and other personnel
tasked to help in the protec-
tion of the environment.

_There were also fatalities
among them who were not
included in the report. Two
forest rangers and one forest
protection officer were killed
in the line of duty last year, ac-
cording to the DENR..
With 281 fatalities, the
Philippines also ranked third
(after Colombia’s 382 and Bra-
zil’s 376) among countries with
the highest number of slain
environmentalists since 2012,
the report said, adding that
one-third of those killed had

| opposed mining operations.

Jean 'Lindo, spokesperson
of the Environmental Defend-
ers Congress, said the alliance
of environmentalists was
“deeply concerned” about the
ban on new mining operations
that then President Rodrigo
Duterte lifted in 2021.

“Our worry primarily re-
volves around communities re-
siding near mineral resources,

many of whom have vehement-
ly opposed the encroachment
of large, and often foreign, min-
ing corporations,” she said in a
statement sent to the Inquirer.

Vulnerable communities
Lindo cited the communi-
ties situated near areas with

“rich mineral resources includ-

ing those in the Cordilleras,
Nueva Vizcaya province, the
Zambales mountain range, the
whole island of Mindorp, Ne-
gros Occidental province and
the Caraga and Soccsksargen
regions. \

The network became more
apprehensive after President
Marcos declared that miner-
al exploration and extraction
would be integral to the eco-

- nomic blueprint of his admin-

istration.

- “With this renewed push
for mining, we are forced to
brace for a renewed onslaught
against environmental defend-
ers and entire communities
that we now recognize as envi-
ronmental defender communi-
ties,” Lindo said.

The Global Witness report
cited the case earlier this year
of Sibuyan Island, in the archi-
pelago of Romblon province,
where residents resisted the
operations of Altai Philippines

Mining Corp. and formed a, |

barricade to stop the -
company’s hauling trucks E
from leaving the port. ~ H#”
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Two residents were hurt on
Feb. 3 when policemen tried
to disperse the protesters who
were blocking the path of the

trucks.

The report quoted environ-
mental youth leader Charles
Rocil as saying that “It was a mix
of anxiety and fear that some-
one might die anytime because
of the [advancing] trucks....
it turned out the police were
the ones who tried to hurt us.
And actually, they did hurt us.”

Human rights advocate

(Pamalakaya).

But

statement.

Mamamalakaya ng Pilipinas

Fishers contmue to face
“similar threats in their efforts
to protect marine and aquatic
resources from profit-driven
projects, the group said in a

" Pamalakaya also cited the

case of environmental activists

Rodne Galicha said riot police ‘Deadly streak’ Jonila Castro and Jhed Tama-
told them that they were there = The Global Witnessreportis no, whose circumstances have
- tomaintain “peace and order.” a “disturbing truth that hounds drawn controversy after a se-

But instead “they were all
lined up on the highway and
then attempted to guide the
company’s trucks through,” he

said.

every environmental defend-
_er and organizations under the
current dangerous political sit-
5 aald fisherfolk group
Lakas ng Kilusang

ca unistmmrement

“Human rights violations
and attacks against activists
and democratic organizations
send a chilling effect to the
grassroots. This deadly streak
represses vulnerable commu-
nities and sectors from taking
action, [considering] how dire
their economic conditions are,”
the group said.

Reacting to the report, the
Advocates of Science and Tech-
nology for the People (Agham)
called out the Marcos admin-
istration for its “silence and

inaction” over'the killings a‘nd1

forced disappearances of envi-

_environmental defenders,”

ronmental defenders.
'~ “Why does the state seem
reluctant to [protect] those who
defend the eﬁviremnenf? Worse,
they are the ones who persecute
said
Cleng Julve, campaigns and ad-
vocacies officer of Agham.
“Despite the public clam-

~or to protect the environment,

the government continues to
approve destructive projects,”

she said, adding that with the
ongoing climate crisis, the im-
plementation of such projects

would only exacerbate the haz-.

ards confronting vulnerable
communities. mq

curity official claimed over the
weekend that they were now
under government custody af-
ter seeking the government's
help for wanting to leave the
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By Frances Mangosing
and Dexter Cabalza
@Team_Inquirer

The Philippine Coast Guard
(PCG) on Sunday ralsed the
alarm about destroyed coral
reefs in Escoda (Sabina) Shoal
and a “deliberate” man-made
alteration of the “natural to-
pography of the underwater
terrain” in that area, where Chi-

nese maritime militia vessels
have been repeatedly called
out for swarming and intruding
into the Philippines’ exclusive
economic zone (EEZ).
Underwater surveys from
a "special covert mission” con-
ducted by the PCG from Aug. g
to Sept. 11 showed rthe presence
of “crushed corals,” suggesting
“a potential act of d i

dead corals that were previous-
ly processed and cleaned before
being returned to the seabed"
of the shoal about 185.2 kilome-
ters from Rizal town, Palawan,
according to Commodore Jay
Tarriela, PCG spokesperson for
the West Philippine Sea.

“The results of this survey
were deeply concerning, as the

[possibly] involving the _;.a.m?

ik

QoivETE )
'CRUSHED CORALS' This photograph taken during a survey by the Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) of the seabed of
pears to be a fresh pile of coral rubble, their bleached color indicating

marine ecosy ppeared life-
less, with minimal to no signs of
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any life forms,” he noted.

Tarriela said the PCG sup-
ported and confirmed reports
by the Armed Forces of the
Philippines, exposing the se-
vere damage inflicted upon the
marine environment and coral
reef in the seabeds of Escoda
Shoal and Rozul (Iroquois) Reef,
which lies 230 km northwest of
Rizal.

“The destruction which may
b~ Al

—
s

Escoda (S

S o . " "
“ -
abina) Shoal, co
they were dumped there recently. The shoal is about 180 kilometers west of Pala

have possibly been caused by
the Chinese maritime militia
wvessels Is not only an ecological
disaster but also threatens the
livelihoods of our fishermen
and the fragile ecosystems that
depend on a healthy marine en-
vironment,” he said.

“While the PCG's observa-
tions may require additional
scientific analysis for valida-
tion, it is of utmest importance

COAST GUARD SURVEYS
‘DELIBERATE’ REEF DAMAGE

that all Coast Guord organi
tations and maritime law en.
forcement agencles in the re
gion prioritize their dedication
to protecting and preserving
marine ecosysiems,” Tarriels
added

At the time of the PCG speq
clal covert mission, there werd
33 Chinese meritime m
vessels in Rozul Reef and 15
in Escoda Shoal.

= 3 N

nducted between Aug.9 and Sept. 11, shows what ap-
Wan province. —PHoOTo FROM Peg
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Both Rozul and Escoda are |
within the 370-km EEZ of the |
Philippines and are also part of

‘the Kalayaan Island Group un-

' sent out our divers there todo
an underwater survey. They

der the jurisdiction of the mu- |
nicipality of Kalayaan, Palawan. |
They are in the southern
part of Recto (Reed) Bank, |
where a service contract on oil |
exploration was put on hold
last year following the govern- ;

ment's suspension of all explo- |

ration activities in the West
Philippine Sea after a China
Coast Guard vessel shadowed
survey shlps in the area.

Escoda is also the assem-
‘bly point of Philippine vessels

conducting resupply missions
to Ayungin (Second Thomas)

Shoal, where Chinese military |

ships frequently harass Filipino, |
vessels delivering supplies to |
the grounded BRP Sierra Madre,
the military’s outpost in that
part of the West Philippine Sea.

Damage assessment

. The AFP earlier expressed
concern over what they sus- |
pected as massive coral har-

surveys in july near Rozul Reef. |
In a news forum in Quezon |
City on Saturday, AFP Western |
Command (Wescom) chief Vice
Adm. Alberto Carlos disclosed

the destructive culling of cor-

als’ sometime in July when |

there were at least 50 Chinese '

maritime militia vessels found |
clustering in Rozul.

‘we pinpointed the areas where |

the Chinese [ships] stayed and

saw there were no more corals

left. The seabed was damaged

| and there’s nothing left there
| but just debris,” he noted.

According to the Wescom
command,er they were coordi-
nating with scientists and ex-
perts for an assessment of the
' damage in the area and to con-

firm the timeline of the coral

harvesting there,

“But from the untrained
eye of our divers, the corals
there had just been harvested
recently at that time,” Carlos
pointed out.

He clarified, however, that
it was not yet conclusive if the
Chinese vessels were indeed
the ones who harvested corals

in Rozul.

“These are just suspicions.
We are not saying they (Chinese

vessels) are harvesting our cor-

als. We suspect that somebody
is harvesting our corals and
that means they are violating
our sovereign rights,” he said.
“It should be the Filipinos

who should be enjoying the re-

sources in our EEZ, not anyone
else. But it looks like somebody
is exercising that right without
our permission,” he added. -
For AFP spokesperson Col.

_ | 'Medel Aguilar, the reported
vesting based on their own |

coral harvesting was not only
detrimental to the environment
but also a “threat to food secu-
rity later on, not only of our
country, but the whole world.”

As of Sept. 15, Carlos | said

the number of Chinese militia.

Véssels Rozul rchhed 40—
hlgher n the 23 reported by
Wescom during the aerial pa-

| trols conducted on Sept. 6 and 7.
“After we drove them away,

To ward off these Chinese
vessels and prevent their re-
surgence in the area, he said
“We have to maintain our pres-
ence there, 100 percent, 365
days a year.”

But he admitted that due to
inclement weather and limited
resources, this could not be pos-
sible as Filipino troops had to
return to port to refuel and rest.

“We should have a constant
and strong presence there. If
we need to engage our allies
and treaty partners, so be it,”
Carlos said.

'Funding for research sought

Fisherfolk group Pamal-
akaya (National Federation of
Small Fisherfolk Organization
in the Philippines) on Sunday
called on the government to
conduct a damage assessment
on corals in Rozul Reef.

“There is a need to identify
if the swarmed area was sub-
jected to coral harvesting, clam
hunting, or any military ac-
tivities that destroyed its vast
coral reefs,” the group said in a
statement.

' According to Pamalakaya,
the Marcos administration
must take the issue urgently
and tap marine scientists and
experts to evaluate the dam-
age and the possible long-term

_consequences to the local fish-

ety production.

“Of course, this requires
the government to allocate suf-
ficient funding to the science
and research sectors,” said
Bobby Roldan, a fisher from
Zambales province and vice
chair for Luzon of Pamalakaya.

He added that providing

Iﬁna.ncxal support to the local
" science and research industry

would not only help in assess-
ing the environmental impacts

‘of Chinese activities in the

West Philippine Sea, “buit also
in exploring and utilizing our
very own marine and miner-
al resources.” —WITH A REPORT
FROM JANE BAUTISTA INQ
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Gov’turged:
Assess damag
in WPS corals

By BELLA CARIASO

The fishers group Pambansang
Lakas ng Kilusang Mamamalakaya
nnghpmaay:esbenda the gov—
ernment to conduct furfd
‘assessment of the Rozul (l:oqums)-
Reef after the Armed Forces of the

ﬁes (AFP) aired its suspicion
might have har-
g V$tgd~the corals fmm that area of the
- Philippine Sea.
- Bobby Roldan, the group’s v;gca
for Luzon, said they are
supporting the statement of Vice Ad-
miral Alberto Carlos, chief of the AFP
Western Command, that the reef has
been plundered of its corals, and the
Chinese were likely behind it.

Carlos has salsdtrnemasswe poa@—
mgof’éora{s left a trail of destructior
of marine resources in the area,

il L Manduﬁhzmg our
"tﬁ;mm1 vgownniaﬁnem\d mineral
- resources,” he added.
. _He notadﬁmt an estimated
rea wa 100 square miles of coral reefs
tu‘:g, in the West Philippine Sea,
iry pggmuiaxly in ﬁms ratlys 5,

y m Lary
activities that destroyed its were destroyed du s

“There is a
tlfy if ﬂ'ﬂ ."

ryeed tonigen
subjected to coral har

Rl

vast coral reefs. We urge the
Marcos administration to

ﬁpmg marine scientists and
er experts to extensively

sible 1

the local ﬁsh&ry production,”
Roldan said.

Roldan, who is also a fish-
erman from Zambales, said
that the government s’hould_  ma

be spending for the
ening of the local science and

téseamh industry, instead of

pouring billions of pesos into
the conﬁdermal and mte]h-
funds.

“This will ma,ke us ca-

pable not only of .
the environmental impacts
of Chinese activities in the
West Philippine Sea, but also

artificial island that hqsts its

take this matter urgently by
. cates of Science and Technol-
- i - ogy for the People, the fishers
assess damage and its - grou
M at leapst 20 years for a coral
' reef to recover, depending on
“the conservation measures in

- Citing the study of Advo-

said that it could take

place. :

" The AFP said the Chinese
y have begun clearing the
 of its corals in July when

tﬁen* ships swarmed around

I'the land feature, about 150
_nautical miles from the Pala-
: 'wan mainland. '

‘When the Chinese ships

leﬁ: Rozul Reef for Panganiban

sessing  (Mischief) Reef weeks later, the
~ AFP deployed Navy divers to

,em;iucta{umderwaterm

© —With Mark Ernest
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The Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP) discovered an ex-
tensive damage in the corals sur-
rounding Rozul (Iroguios) Reef in the
‘West Philippine Sea (WPS), and it sus—
pected that the swarming of Chinese
vessels in the area had something to
do with it.

Vice Adm. Alberto Carlos, com-

mander of the Palawan~based Western
Command (WesCom) which supervis-
es the military operations in WPS, said
they are now doubling their efforts on
maritime surveillance after they de-

tected a resurgence of Chinese vessels -

in Rozul Reef.

Rozul Reef, located at the southern
end of Recto (Reed) Bank in the north-
eastern portion of Kalayaan Island
Group (Spratly Islands) in Palawan, is

known as a haven for different species

of fish and other marine life thanks to
the natural coral reef growing around
it which serves as their shelter.

But now, the corals are gone, ac-

cording to Carlos
The military commander said
the WesCom noticed a resurgence

of Chinese vessels in Rozul Reef in

August, just a month after they drove

. away around 50 Chinese maritime mi-

litia (CMIM) vessels in the area.
“There was a considerable amount

* of time that there was no swarming

in the area because of our presence
there,” Carlos said in a news forum

"-in Quezon City on Saturday, Sept. 16.

“When they left, we sent out our

divers to dg an underwater survey and
we saw that the corals are gone. There’s

nothing left, they are destroyed and on=
ly debris were there,” he added.
Carlos said the WesCom suspects
“massive illegal harvesting of coral”
in the area, citing a report provided by
Philippine Navy divers when they con-

. ducted underwater surveys.

- Although the WesCom was not de-
finitively asserting that the Chinese
vessels are harvesung corals, Carlos
said there were “indications” that
“stmngly suggest” such activities may
be occurring.

Carlos emphasized that this raises
concerns about violations of the coun-

try’s sovereign rights in the WPS.

He said that only the Philippines
has the rightful claim to the resourc-
es within its exclusive economic zone
in the West Philippine Sea, citing the

AFP suspects Chinese
swarming behind extensive
coral damage at Rozul Reef

By MARTIH SADONGDONG

arbitral ruling in 2016 which reject-
ed China’s claims in the South China
Sea on the basis of its nine-dash line.

“That’s why it’s alarming because

. as far as the Western Command is

concerned, it is our duty to protect
that sovereign rights for the Filipinos,
who are the ones that should be ben-
efitting from the resources in our ex-
clusive economic zone,” Carlos said.
Now, Carlos said the WesCom

targets to increase their presence in
© Rozul Reef to protect the area and its

resources, This, however, is rot easy

'to do due to adverse weather condi-

tions and resource limitations.
“We’d like to maintain [presence]
100 percent, 365 days a year. But be-
cause of the weather, limited resourc-
es, our troops have to go back to port
to refuel, to take some rest,” he said.
One of the strategies being consid-
ered by Carlos to protect the country’s
interests in the WPS is to hold coor-
dinated patrols with allied countries.
“We’re doubling our effort on that.
We're going to address that issue by
increasing our presence therer We
should be constant, have strong pres-
ence there. Sama-sama na (We should
join forces with others),” he said.
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Where have aII our corals gone
Dunng the world conservahon Con- 1:rolled the union.
~ gress in Amman, Jordan in 2000 wlule Sadly, today the Chinese have built
i 'In'wag." .‘ Ul . i ‘_._ t < ,andhave 2
~ Coi , We -‘ﬁl ; harthed and de 1 the coral neefs
ratly mﬁsm&mmhp&k Coral reefs are the of the marine

We withdrew the resolution in plenary,
- with China assuring us of cooperation.

happened. I won the election.
- In 2016 during the World Conserva-
tion Congress in Honolulu, we filed the

. resolution again, this time with facts and
- studies from Ed Gomez and John Mcma-

nus of the UP Marine Institute. The facts -
- stated that the coral colonies in the South
- China Sea were the richest in the world
~and that in fact they would replenish the

~Pacific Ocean day in and day out.
On a trip that year, Mcmanus warned
of the Chinese destruction of our rich

‘and pristine coral reefs. We have echoed

this many times to no avail. We lost the
resolution as China was the president
of the union and premdent Zhang con-

«crime against humani

food chain and todestroythemwou]dkdl

the oceans and deprive us all of fish and
marine resource for food and livelihood.

Presidential Decree 1219 issued by
former president Ferdinand Marcos in
1978 has been violated. In 1980 we went
to Wi n DC with Tom Garrett and
used this decree and had it amended to the
Black Bass and Lacey Acts that were signed
into law by then president Ronald

Sadly, our government, despite the
tribunal ruling in our favor, has done
nothing, We will all be victims, We call
for action to save our seas. It's 2023 and
the coral colonies are all gone. It's a

M. CLAPAROLS, president, Eoolo%ﬂcal
Souety of the Phlhppmes

ty. - ANTONIO
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DILG, NCR coastal
LGUs tackle issues on PH
fisheries regulatlons

By CHITO CHM"EI

The Department of the Interior and
Local Government-National Capital
Region (DILG-NCR) met with officials
of coastal communitiesin Metro Manila
and discussed the issues affecting the
local fishing regulations. _

The local coastal communities in-
cluded those in Las Pifias City, Manila,
Navotas City, Pararnaque City, and
Pasay City.

Through the Manila Bay Clean -up
Rehabilitation and Preservation Pro-
gram — Regional Program Management
Teamn (MBCRP-PMT), the DILG and
select fisherfolks from the concerned

local government units (LGUs) had

a dialogue on the intricacies of the

Republic Act (RA) 8550, or the “The

Philippine Fisheries Code of 1998."
“The fisherfolks were joined by

representatives from the Department

of Agriculture-Bureau of Fisheries and
Aquatic Resources (DA-BFAR), Depart-
ment of the Environment and Natural
Resources — NCR (DENR — NCR), Phil -
ippine National Police (PNP)- Maritime

Group, and the Philippine Coast Guard- .

Maritime Industry Authority (PCG-

MARINA)," the DILG-NCR noted.
Jason Boholano of the Bureau

of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources

(BFAR)-NCR presented an overview of

RA B550 as amended by RA 10654, fol-
lowedbya forum onthe Fxshenes Code,

group also tackled issues pertaining to
DILG Memorandum Circular No. 2023~
012 or the “Guidelines in the Enactment
and/or Updating of the Municipal/City
Fisheries Ordinance of Coastal Loeal
Government Units.

Department of Environment and .
Natural Resources (DENR)-NCR’srep-
resentative Justin de Ramos provided
updates on the National Guidelines for
the Coastal Resource Management Plan
(CRMP) and the integration of CRMP in
the Comprehensive Development Plan
and Comprehensive Land Use Plan of
local jurisdictions.

Lt. Lorna L. Sison of the Philippine
National Police (PNP) Maritime Group
discussed the roles and responsibilities
of Fishery Law Enforcement Officers
and the requirements and processes
imposed by law enforcement agencies.

A dialogue between the fisherfolks
and the government fisheries bod-
ies also discussed issues relevant to

fisheries management, such as the

integration of the Coastal Resource
Management Plan in the Comprehen-
sive Development Plan and coastal laws
implemented by enforcement agencies.

“The Philippine Coast Guard MA-
RINA also shared relevant information
concermng their operations with LGUs
and the fisherfolk The activity served
as aplatform to explore viable solutions

' to the many challenges facing fisher-
. folks in the coastal areas of NCR,”’ the

DILG add(_?d
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Asean conference highlights

By JoNAaTHAN L. MAYUGA

Y@jonlmayuga

4 ] YHE Department of En-
vironment and Natu-
ral Resources (DENR)

has emphasized the signifi- -

~ cance of advancing research
--and knowledge on medicinal

plants and forest trees.

The one-day Asean Con-
ference on Medicinal For-
est Trees held on September
7 in New Clark City, Pam-
panga gathered around 117
participants from Southeast

- Asia. It underlined the role
_of researchers in increasing

awareness about the poten-
tial benefits of the important
natural resource,

In a statement, Director
Maria Lourdes G. Ferrer of
the Ecosystems Research
and Development Bureau

(ERDB) urged participants

of the conference to contin-

" ue championing research,

innovation, and responsible
management of the coun-
try’s natural resources, em-
phasizing the importance of
collaboration and informa-
tion sharing to bring about
transformative change.
“Through your rigorous

research, innovative think-
" ing, and unwavering [resolve]

to responsible stewardship
of our natural resources, we
have unearthed possibilities
thatwillundoubtedlyexpand
beyond the limits of current
knowledge,” Ferrer said.
She noted that the con-
ference discussions not only
deepened understanding,

“medicinal forest-tree research

but also promoted linkages
for the advancement of me-
dicinal non- tlmber forest
species.

Besides the inadequate
research support, the confer-
enceacknowledged the short-
age of published literature on
medicinal forest trees. Italso
emphasized the substantial
threats posed by forest deg-
radation and habitat loss to
vital'medicinal forest tree

" species. Furthermore, there
 is a pressing need for more

ethnebotanical and pharma-
cological research on medici-
nal plants and forest trees.
The ERDB recommended
integrating the said issues
into the DENR’s “Research,
Development, and Extension
(RDE) Agenda.” Simultane-
ously, effortswill continuein
collecting data on medicinal
forest trees and conducting
ongoing ethnobotanical and

'pharmtolpgicgl_;eséarch,

To enhance science com-
munication, there will be an
improved information and
education campaign on the
medicinal value of forest

_trees, along with increased

promotion of RDE on medici-

_nal forest trees.

The publication of re-
search results mll continue
to raise awareness and en-
courage theuse of these valu-
able resources.

“Together, we can fully
realize the medicinal poten-
tial of our forest trees, creat-
ing a brighter and healthier
future,” the ERDB director
concluded.
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INVESTIGATING THE ROLE OF BIRD PERCHES IN REFORESTATION
testi mased W e A Philippine green pigeon (TNFOD other ANR strategies,” the research-
ﬁofor h?é climate chaﬂgk;gzud ' axillaris) is seen eating a fig, the ers said in their paper. “The search
rotecting e. One common | seeds of which will be dispersed strategy ‘was informed through a
. do this is b? planting tree s the next time the bird defecates. literature scan and discussions with
o il e a;pensiv and l:- Researchers are looking at the stakeholders and experis)” they
but thm o be SE :nd m; potential rele of artificial and natural - g ;
bird perches in this dispersal process ey isss %
: N’stt-_ N towards restoring degraded forests. _The- A0 4 st_gd'_.f ‘a.lﬁj].l:-.tﬁ see if
on { :fmlﬁﬂh can | JELAINELIM GAN’ pgfi‘:hesd?}igs bi '-ft!g in Fﬂf-'fm
lmrolvethe eofbixdper toat- and see in terms of n
tract fruit-eating birds that mheip fute for Nature Research, and the and seedling gm on degraded and types: The resefirchej s hope to
spread tree seeds and speed up the  UR’s Newcastle University aim to  areas. !ea;:;)_l-now o use p;elcbies. better and
namal'mgmmﬂ'mof the forest.  embark on a systematic review and "“The results will synthesize combine them with other strategies
‘Researche S from the Universi-  meta analysis of previous studies available evidence on the topic, ! ‘bring damaged forests back to
ty of the Diliman-Col-  and observations to figure out how _identify knowledge gaps we need life 3

lege of Sdenfe Institute of Biology
(UPD s IB};

Ithe Norweglan Insti-

well artificial and natural perches

-work in mcreasing seed dispersal

 filling to upscale the strategy, and
inform their use in concert with

The msnl;s of the meta study
are expected to be available in 2024.

- s
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*»~%It@hhea face

' The'UNODC qted an under-
cover operation in Pam anga in
July last year, led by the Phi

Nahonal Po!
Eo
conﬁscation

vertised in an online buy~and—sell

grou chat.
Philippine serpent eagle is
categorized as a “least concern”
species,  to the Interna-
tional Unjon for t t‘otmvatiun
of Nature’s Red List. 4
tis im]:ortant to note, however
thatits tion trend is on a de-
cline, lea g to its inclusion under
Appendix 1] ‘of the Convention on
International Trade in End,

Species of Wild Fauna and Flora

(CITES).
ﬂ'l:mens fa.oedbyothereagle
es
species in the Philippines, all of
which are equally susceptible to
" the UNODC said.
“For instance, thePhﬂtppine

eagle is listed as ‘critically en-

dangered,’ and the ‘hawk eagle
is categorized as ‘endangered,’
both from illegal wildl!ﬁe
trade,” ﬂﬁgemy added. -

i

'ﬂ'le trading and possession
of 1dlife, mcluding their by-
prou;lucts and deﬂvahves, are ex-

Resources.
tection Act.
“The law serves to safeguard
the abundant natural wealth of
a nation acknowl-
edged as one of the world’s 18
m@q—d.wemewunmes,comairmg
between 70 and 80 percent of the
world's plant and animal spedies,”
theUNODC said.
. “Yet this astounding biodiver-
sity has also helped make the Phﬂ-
a source, transit p
tion for the illegal afﬁdang
of poached wildlife,” it added
Through the removal of key
species, tﬁe illegal wildlife trade
is severely impacting ecosystems
relation-

; anﬂ"alhenngpredamr-pmy'

ships, according to the agency.
" “With their majestic appearance
and status as symbolzf?efnstmngth
and pride, eagles are a target
of wﬁplc-llhfe ;?ﬂ’idce.rk " it said.

The UNODC also observed that
traffickers mostly trade eagles to

pnvabe collectors, tobe kept as pets,

are sold to zoos.
”Aﬁm&uscase,wﬂdhfensaften
ad?e;usedmlme,aumdthathas
increased over the last years, espe-
cm]ly durmg the COVID-19 pan~
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_tr1buted to more e e

ﬁlty of the web
mﬂkes udiﬁicult

hoada-mfyﬂ'emnnemusadverﬂse-
mentsanéthereal-ljfe identities of

customs, wtgdh.fe auﬁwnhea and
; tion services, '

During the advisory meetln,gs

the agencies discuss case develop-

mmtforremrrt anestsahdsetzums

oies to execute

tions an mveshgations

TheUNODC provides agencies
with mformatfon on specialized 3
m aune’d at sharing interna-
P s

‘and men-

t practices relevant to the

hili
'l‘lr;??de\?sorypro _amha

“Several of the oper-

‘ations were carried out
_}omﬂy ‘with our partners

in the program, including
‘the Palawan Council for
Sustainable Development
‘and several regwnal of-

fices of the Department of -
_Environment and Naturgl

Resources. Coorﬂmaﬁdn
was seamless due to our

shared mer  in the

~ Adviso Program and
,our re mberactlons, :

Tanseco said.

Last year, the PNP
conducted a staggenng
852 operations related to

violations to the country’s
Wildlife Act, a four-fold

increase from tl\g‘-l@'ﬁpﬂ'a—

" tions in 2021.

The increase was partly
attributed to a hxgher de-
mand for wildlife as “ex-
otic” pets, a surge in social
media posts and groups
promoting the keeping of

b.exohc wildlife _aa pets, and

of i ﬂl@gial}y traded wildlife.

 The advisory program
hasalsosmtawo%lgﬁon
the emerging and pervasiv
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The UNODC further Supports :
the capacity of these countries by
facilitating access to a variety of
' ecil.ﬂpnm crucial for conducting -

ations and investigations.
~ The PNP-MG feported that it
_,hasiramfmad a rescued eagle to
a wildlife rescue center, where it
will undergo rehabﬂitahon The
ultimate goal is to release this
mﬁcent aeahnne_back into thelx’ﬁ:l '




Enhanced defense cooperation vital to

- Defense Secretary Gilberto Teodoro emphasized
the need for leveraging multilateral secu-
rity cooperation upon his confirmation by the

Commission on Appointments last week. He said:
“The intensity of the need to focus on protecting
our sovereignty and sovereign rights is paramount

I n view of geopolitical realities that are in flux,

in the global race for resources and influence.” He

added that this would be achieved through “politics
and diplomacy, backed by a strong backbone of a
strategic defense posture.”

It is in this context that the annual Mutual De-
fense Board — Security Engagement Board meetings
were conducted at Camp Aguinaldo last week and
lined up for 2024 over 500 bilateral engagements
that cover the entire gamut of security cooperation,
information sharing, capacity building and capability
' Projects to implement the Enhanced Defense Co-
operation Agreement (EDCA) were the focal points, as

the partners envisioned the conduct of joint exercises

and the involvement of key international allies. Re-
call that last June, at the sidelines of the annual Asia
Security Summit in Singapore, the defense ministers
of Japan, the United States, Australia, and the Philip-
pines agreed Saturday to step up security cooperation
to promotea free and open Indo-Pacificamid China's
growing maritime assertiveness in the region.
There are currently nine EDCA sites in the Phil-
ippines, based at Fort Magsaysay in Nueva Ecija;
Antonio Bautista Base Air Base in Palawan; Basa Air
Base in Pampanga; Lumbia Airport in Cagayan de
Oro; Benito Ebuen Air Base in Cebu; Camilo Osias
Naval Base in Sta. Ana, Cagayan; Lal-lo airport in

PH security, cllmate change resilience

Lal-lo, Cagayan; Camp Melchor dela Cruz in Gamu,
Isabela; and Balabac Island in Palawan.-

Aside from strengthening the country’s defense
and security capabilities, fortifying the nation
against the vicissitudes of global warming and cli-
mate change is an equally vital concern. Recall the
massive destruction wrought by super-typhoon
Haiyan in 2013 that underlined the significance of
being able to tap on a reliable network of humani-

, tarian assistance and disaster relief provided by the

country’s allies.

As reported in East Asia Forum, the 1,200 mem-
bers of the Japan Self-Defense Forces (SDF), was
“the largest overseas deployment for the SDF, and
the biggest humanitarian relief dispatched by the
Japanese government in history,” thanks to the un-
qualified support extended by then Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe. As reported by Relief Web, South Korea
also dispatched a relief team composed of “20 med-
ical personnel, 14 paramedics, four staff members of
the Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA)
and two MOFA officials via military aircraft,” under-
lining the historic alliance of the two countries dating
back to the Korean War in the early fifties when their
soldiers fought side by side.

The solidarity forged with long- standmg allies
provides a bedrock of deterrence and defense as our
Navy and Coast Guard patrol our seas and defend
the country’s expanded economic zone. Elevating

-alliances into strategic, broad-based partnerships

that cover the broad fields of humanitarian assistance

-and disaster relief are equally vital in demonstrating
that the government is capable of extending com-

prehensive protection to its citizenry.
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LWUA marks 50 years of
securing clean water in P

BY VINA MEDENILLA

published by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and

IN the United Nations World Water Development Report 2023,

Cultural Organization or Unesco in March 2023, about 2 billion

people in the world did not have access 1o safe drinki

g water and

Local Water Uilities Administration

LWUASO0

Anniversary

3.6 billion lacked access to safely managed sanitation.

in the Philippines, 2 survey by the

a Ioﬂl corporate entity that supervised

Under level 3,
LWUA and WDs had extended services 10
23 percent of the population, uauau-gu:
223 3 million out of 38.3 milli

When it came (o loan approvals. Revil
nated that while IWUA offered support 1o
all water districts, there were limitations
on available funds Consequently, the
institution had set priority areas for
eificient allocation of rscurces.

LWUA mainly pricritized loans
intended for the development of WDs, the
expansion of districts mm the
bohl.tungof district operations’ mbul.l.u

of WD comp

Revil stressed that, in general, theWDs
were performing well fnancially, given
that adequare capital was a prerequisiie
for the establishment. sustainability and
of each district

Moreover, IWUA received monthly

Social Weather Stations in December  and adminisiered water supply systems  nth ide that fell in thi with the laws.
2002 revesled that only 67 percentoran  and sanitation sysiems in one or more
estimated 17 million Filipino househalds  pravincial cities or municlpalities Loans
had access 10 running of piped water, The establishment of a WD was  LwUa positioned meHauhe lending
In the op © of the and it fall d a rigorous quipp vﬂlh ﬁnandal
siuth Edition of the Water Fhuluppmu process 1o ensure compliance with legal technical and i i
Conference 3nd Exposition in March this and As of this 10 ensure 3 water
‘year, Presiden Ferdinand “Bongbong”  writing, there were about 532 operational

Marcos Ir. sald the Philippines was facing
“awaler crisis and underscored the pressing
need for the government 1o intensify i3
‘effons o combat it

One of the govérnment's efforns
when it came 1o water security was the
‘establishment of the Local Water Unilities
Administration (LWUA), 3 government-
owned and conirolied corporation that
zcted a5 a funding source 10 ensure safe,
afferdable and sustainable water for all
Filipinos.

IWLIA was created undes Presidential
Decree 198, also referred 10 as the
Provincial Water Utilities Ao of 1973, and
was signed by the lawe Ferdinand Marcos.
S¢ on May 25, 1973, It played a critical
role in prometing and supervising the

’ devdopmm of water supp]y meml in
i

local WDs across 648 cities and

In the Sonshine Media Network
international or SMN] "Business and
Politics” program that Is hosted by
The Manila Times Chairman and Chief
Executive Officer Dante "Klink® Ang 2nd,
LWUA Administrator Vieente "Vince'
Homer Revil said the lostliution's role was
10 enyure thege was ient clean water
for Fllipinos by financing water-related

district’s project generated a retum an
imvestment.

WDs had access to four loan umduwg
offered by LWUA. Loan window 1 was
for individual household connections
and communal faucet projects, focusing
on comprehensive development, and
repair or rehabilitation of both new
and preexisting water supply sysems.
Projects under loan window 2 included
mmldmndlngrmaun;mm

projects of WDs, helping them with the
technical and engineering services and
making sure that all WDs were compliant
with national laws in providing safe and
potable water to arcas of

ﬂ]nuungtpﬂullmnfm EmETEENCY

purposes. Loan windew 3, on the other
Mﬂi was open for projects aimed at
wa!n‘nmmmuirmcu

LW, lagelhuunlll the WDs, have

served 5.4 million households that
was

Metro Manila,

‘What a water district is
Under LWLLA, there have been so-called
water districts (WD) A WD functioned a3

ivalent 1o roughly 22.3 million
individuals so far.

‘These were three levels of water service
coverage in the Philippines Level 1 was
the point source such as wells, level 7 was
the communal faucet and level 3 was the

loan Wawddhﬂwmm
for project development and efficiency
im)

provement,
An additional Joan window has also

. been introduced, and it was specially

water d

reponts from WDs, allowing the agency 19
wrack the distncs’ wmu-suumupmmal
updates and firancial periormance.

Sening standards for long-term success

The LWUA adminisirator went on
1o explain that LWUIA has established
standards for WDs 10 attain profitability
and ensure their long-tesm viabiling.

He said WDs must have sufficient
sousces of water must allocate their capital
wisely, must have encugh transmission
lines directly to househalds, must
lessen: their nonrevenue water and most
imponantly, the water they offered must
tre safe and healthy through conducting
proper treatment of tiels water sources.

Revil also mentioned that the
government worked toward a water-
secure Philippines, drawing inspiration
[rom South Korea's thriving waler system

He said: “[South Korea has| 2 very
strong i in terms of water

open for financing
ple}tm well drilfing and waler source
development.

development. What they did [msl they
focused theit resources on five rivers. By
Focusing on wawdewbop‘em llhrmdal
bailding d; welrs and other
basins, they are now able to provide
clean water 1o about 98 percent of the
population of South Korea ™

Data by the United Nations Children’s
Fund o Unicel has also shown that 99,28
percent of South Korez's population used
safely managed drinking water services
in 2022,

Local Water A

(LWUR) Vicamia ‘Vince Homar Revil,

Rep. Jose Bong' Teves and LWUA Chalrman Ronnle Ong open the exhibit as part of

LWuA's 50th anniversary celebration on Sept. 4, 2023,

25 2 nawral disaster. We do not use it as
4 resource. It should be 3 resource for us.
[we should] lock 31 how we trear water
‘When it rains in ather countries, they put
catchment basing or infrastruciure for that

* 16 ensuse there are reservoin.*

If cur water supply came from surface
water, President Marcos sald, we wouldn't
Tave 1o dig wells that negatively impacted
our land’s water table. agriculture,
infrastructure and more.

With this purpose in mind. LWUA
made it 2 point thay water In communitics
ouside Metro Manila was transmitted
through pipelines, reated and directly
served 10 the households

‘Water Resources Management Office
In his second State of the Nation
Address, President Marcos said the
government was giving a "special focus”
on water security by making sure the water
seclor's pwam and projects were well-

This was what the g nt
i d for the Phil i

d and cammied out

mannes.
1023, Marcos also

PP said  ina
Revil. In Im: with this, he ru!a]rd the Last April 27,
ly develop s v

fiver basing ehm@m..: the country such
as the Pampanga river basin in Central
Luzan, wo other basine in Mind

Order fEOi 22, which
administered the creation of a Water
Revcurces Management Office fw’ﬁMﬂ}
under the Dy of

and others in Cagayan and Bicol to ensure
water supply The government also did
this to build more water impoundments
for proper domestic use of rivers and 1o
boost water security:

“We have a lot of river basing in our
country. And we have identified alot of rivers
that can be the source of for

and Natural Resources,

As stated in the EO, this office
was tasked 1o specifically address the
challenges in the management of the
country's walet resources brought about
by *fragmented water and sanitation
lt(lﬂh mﬂtmng demand for water due

our water supply.” Revil added.

‘Water use
Water scarcity ined Lo be a

and growth,

ilmpa:l] of climate change and the
Covid-12 pandemic, lack of adequate
In[rlstml:tult leading to uneven
ibutien of water and

persistent issue in many areas of the
Philippines. Some water supplies wete
still sourced from groundvater or aquifers,
in remote arcas without access

10 rivers, lakes and orher surface water
Revil further explained: *In our couniry,
we only invest in flood control. We only
|wiew| water as a calamity during rains or

The WRMO carried the responsibility
of integrating and harmonizing all
gavernment policies, programs and
projects of rebevant agencies in the water
resource seclor 1o ensure availability,
accessibility and affordability of water

Attached 1o this office were

on Sepi. 15, 2023

PHOTO BY MIKE DE JUAN

government sgencies LWLIA and fts
WDs, Naiional Water Rescurced Board
[NWRB]). Metropalitan "Yaterworks
and Sewerage \,mm and Laguna Lake
Development Authoriiy.

Patublg s4 Buong Bavan at
Mamamayan project
In respanse (o the President’s call
1o focus and heighien effons on walet
securiry, IWLIA has recent
Patubig sa Buc
[PEBM) begacy
was 10 ensu

airrved 1o complete 736 water smpply
and 43 snitation projects. This profect was
pmmnl;- bum for the cpansion of WDs'

10 sustai

By the end
program wa
7.9 million b
45-percent incren
2032, Thejoim

completion.

The PEBM program was sl peojected
19 provide safe and affordable drinking
watet 1 670,000 sdditional households
nthe coming years.

water conservation i

When asked sbout the sroposed
Departmeni of Water, which could
possibly duplicae the role of the NWRSE,
Revil said he was confiden

achievements
marked the
celebration

celebratian took place sarila Hored
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Thick smog obscures the view of buildings in Mandaluyong City at around 10 a.m. yasterday. The Department of Health has advised the public to wear masks
in areas affected by smog to protect themseives from air pollutants.
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METRO MANILA SMOG — Thick smog envelops the siqline of Metro Manila on Sunday, Sept. 17, 2023. Smog is toxic Ime primarily cumposed-
of | pullutants caused by urbanization and industrialization. (Mark Balmores)
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SMOG IN THE CITY Smog hangs over the metropolis on Su nday. The state weather bureau said it was caused by thermal inver-
sion ar the presence of warmer air on top of colder air mass near the ground, preventing pollutants from disappearing. In a rare

good news for the environment, a United Nations report confirmed earlier this year that the hole in the ozone layer that has been
threatening Earth since the 1980s is shrinking, —eRi6 ¢, MONTEGRANDE
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Mayon logs more volcanic {remors

The Phlh_p-pme Institute of
Volcanology and Seismology

(Phivolcs) yesterday detected an in-
crease in volcanic tremor events in

' Mayon Volcano in Albay.

In its latest bulletin, Phivolcs re-

' ported that Mayon Volcano exhibited

| 12 volcanic tremors, nine more than

September 16.

Mayon showed a slow effusion.
of lava flow from the crater with

lengths of 2.8 kilometers (kms) in

Ml-ls (south), 3.4 kms lm Bonga

(southeastern), and 1.1 kms in Basud .

gullies, and four kms of lava collapse
from the crater.

Phivolcs also monitored 147
rockfall and five Pyroclastic Density
Current (PDC) events, produced 1,551
tons of sulfur dioxide per day, and
spewed a 400-meter tall plume that
drifted west.

" Phivolcs said that Mayon re-
_ mains on Alert Level 3 (intensified or

-magmanc unrest).

It said entry within a six-km ra-
dius Permanent Danger Zone (FDZ)
is still prohibited and pilots of any
aircraft are barred from flying close
to the volcano, due to possible hazards
like rockfalls, landslides, or avalanch-
es, ballistic fragments lava flows and
lava fountaining, pyroclastic dersity
currents, moderate-sized explosions,
andlahardumngheavyand prolonged
rainfall. (Sonny Daanoy)






