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ASEAN-BUSINESS ADVISORY COUNCIL AND ASEAN CENTRE FOR BIODIVERSITY SIGN PACT TO MAINSTREAM BIODIVESITY

Integrating business, biodiversity in Asean

By Josatian L Mavuca

HE Asean-Business Advi-
sary Council (Asean-BAC)

and the Asean Centre for’

Biodiversity (ACB) have forged a
partnership toboostbusinessand
biodiversityintegrationinitiatives
in the region.

They signed a memorandum of
agreement (MOA) in Jakarta on
September 2 at the Asean Climate
Forum 2023, during the Asean-
BAC Business and Investment
Summit Week.

Asean-BAC Chairman and Ex-
ecutive Director M. Arsjad Rasjid
P.Mangkuningratand ACB Execu-
tive Director Dr. Theresa Mundita
5. Lim signed the agreement.

According to ACB, the pioneer-
ing partnership aims to further
boost biodiversity and sustain-
ability mainstreamingin business
operations across Southeast Asia,
particularly in the carbon trading
market and adoption of nature-
basedselutions teclimatechange.

The collaboration also aims to
provide a platform for the Ase-
an business sectors or groups to
actively promote and exchange
lenowledge and practices on their
emergingsustainability effortsin
ordertocreate a strong network of
nature-positive business alliances
among the Asean member states.

Sustainable development:
A priority agenda
ASAsean-BACchairman far 2023,
Indonesiadecided to promote sus-
tainable developmentas a priority
agenda of the regional group.
“This is not because of Indone-
sia's interests; this isa global con-
cern that has become of regional

impartance,” M. Arsjad Rasjid P. M
said in his opening speech.

He said Asean countries have
tremendous potential to miti-
gate climate change and achieve
net zerp,

He added that it is inspiring
to see progress on how Asean
cauntries may inclusively col-
laborate and collectively push
the climate action agenda for
the greater benefit of society.

Climate strategies
"RECOGNISING the challenges
of climate change and sustain-
ability on communities and so-
cieties in the region, under the
chairmanship of Indonesia, the
Asean-BAC has committed to
launching significantlegacy pro-
grams which are the Asean Net
Zero Hub and the Asean Carban
Center of Excellence,” he said.

M. Arsjad Rasjid explained that
the projects were developed based
on two observations.

First, Asean countries are com-
mitted to net zero that requires
a strong understanding of the
regional pathway, and synchro-
nizing the efforts together is key.

Second, companies inAseanare
increasingly looking to develap
climate strategies and solutions to
improvetheirperformance acrogs
their value chains and share [o ng-
term access to finance,

Step forward
FOR her part, Lim expressed ox.
citement to have the Opportunity
toengagewith the Asean business
community through the Asean
Business Advisory Council.

She added that it would help to
ensure that the road ta net zerg in

ASEAN-BACand ACE forged thei
P o A

r partnership for a greener,
ACBEs

. Mangkuningrat; and Dharsano Hartono, Legacy Lead, Asean Net Zero Hub any

the Aseanincarporates the contri-
bution of nature-based solutions,
including biodiversity conser-
vation and benefits for climate
change mitigation and resilience.

Lim pointed out: “The ACE as
the centre of excellence for region-
zlcooperztion inaddressing hiodi-
versityloss, is very much commit-
ted tomainstreaming biodiversity
in the development agenda. This
partnership is a step forward in
promoting biodiversity conserva-
tion as a viable investment.”

Asean Business

and Biodiversity Initiative
THEACE and Asean-BAC collabo-
ration is expected to lead to the
establishment of an Asean Busi-
ness and Biediversity [nitiative
(ABBI) a5 the regional platform
for the joint implementation of
activities through the Asean-BAC
Working Group on Sustainable
Development.

ACB explained that the ABBL
is designed to actively cantribute
to the transitioning to a greener
and sustainable future for Asean
thrnughrhem::nstrcamingufblo-
diversity and nature-based soly-
tionsin the strategic priorities af
the business sector in the region.

TheAsean-BACwillbe taking the
lead toensure continuity and mazxi-
mize thereachafbusiness networks
and implementing nature-positive
systems and processes in the husi.
ness strategies of its members

At the same time, the ACB will
facilitate in proposing collabarg-
tive actions and activities, or
joint Programs ameng relevans
stakeholders in” the Tegion on
cutting-edge technologies ang
policy frameworks relevant to
mainstreaming biodiversity in
business and finance.

The partnership will ensure
regional representation of each
Asean member state (AMS)

Nature-based solutions,

T sustainable Asean, (From left): Oliver Agancillo, Biodiversity Malnstreaming director,
B; xecutive Director Or. Theresa Mundita 5. Lim; Asean-BAC Chairman and Executive Director M. Arsjad Rasjid
d Carbion Center of Excellznce of Asean-BAC. aarintn

ABBI ohjectives
INTERVIEWED by BusingssMIn-
ROR via Messenger on Auguse 21,
Lim outlined the objectives of
the ABEL

"[ABEI's objective] is to facili-
tate cooperation to enhance the
role of the business sector in ad-
vancing Asean’s climate goals and
green and blue economy through
nature-based solutions and main-
streaming biodiversity,” Lim said.

Lim, whe advocates the main-
streaming of biodiversity in the
region, said the Asean-BAC-ACE
initiative also aims to contribute
toward building sustainable sup-
plyand value chains by supporting
capacity-development programs
for micro-, small-, medium en-
terprises (M3MEs) in the region.
Thus, this will encourage the
adeption of biodiversity-friendly
and climate-smart practices and
operations.

She added that it also aims to

ernicourage more investments in
biodiversity mainstreaming and
nature-based solutions through
targeted communication, edyca.
tion, and public aware ness-rajsi
campaigns, sharing best practi

sustainability tool kit

ACB said the initial possible joint
Programs or activities being ex-
plored include the following: the
ng conductofstudiesonnature-based
el solutions; creation of sustainabil-
anc} demonstrating the benefits ity tool kit for MSMEs to help them
of incorporating biﬂdiv_ersity in move toward net zero carbon tar-
!:usinesls‘ plans and Processes, us- gets; stocktaking of lessons and
g natural capjtal accounting, good practices on business and
risk analysis, impact assessment, biodiversity engagements; biodi-
ccosystem valuation, and other versity mapping of Asean Heri-
science-based methodologies. tage Parks.

The activities also include sup-
port to AMS in producing com-
munication, education and public
awareness materials and knowl-
edge products on improving the
policy environment and programs
that support business and biodi-
versity effores, among others,

The ACB serves asthe chairman
in the Global Partnership for Busi-
nessand Biodjyersity from 2022 to
2024. Maiﬁs{t;e;mingbiodiversity
is one of the priority programs of
the ACB ip key sectors, such as
business and investments, in rec-
ognition of thejr significant role
in biodiversity conservation and
in ensuring the sustainable use
ofnaturalresourcesin the region.
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~ inSierra Madr

| ‘Two new Begonia species have

BEGONIA AKAW

| 2-new B-egnia pcies discovered
e Mountain Range

been discovered in the province of

Aurora.

These are the Begonia masilig,
found growing on the cliffs beside a

BEGONIA MASILIG

river with fast-flowing water, hence

~ the name “masilig” —the Tagalog-

Baler word for rapids; and Begonia
akaw, “akaw” being the Tagalog-
Baler word used to convey surprise,
an allusion to its surprising

discovery. ' >10 )

ountain Range 1+

2 new Begonia species discovered in Sierra Madre M

These twospecies have been docu-
mented on multiple occasions and
were assumedtobe described species
| until further examination by PT] .

contributes to a cumplex. c:h'ain éf
relationships within its habitat and

aloss of one species can disrupt the
whole habitat, e

, @ botany-focused scientific journal.
. The discovery of Begonia ma-
silig and Begonia akaw is significapt
- because it highlights the rich biodi-

searchers, which ledto the conclusion
that these species are new to science,

Madre Mountain Rang
“covery was made by i esea
_ from the Philippine Tay
Initiative, and publ_isl}ed.jn

=

Both Begonia species are en-
demic to Aurora Memorial National' . of;
. Park in Luzon, located at he Sierra . as;

- discove

nomic
Vtotaxa,

versity of the Philippines..

_The researchers noted that the

ry emphasizes the importance
area:

The Sierra Madre Mountain Range
acts as a formidable shield against
fropical cyclones from the Pacific |
Ocean toward easternLuzon, =

. Storms Passing this range are
slowed down, extendin g the period of

 tainfall dispersion, Th

of passing stor

organizations the apportunity to
detect and alert regions requiring
evacuation.

. Additionally, this storm-mod-
Erating influence, as well as the
abundant water reserves that comes
from the lush forests of the range,
‘Contributes significantly to the eco-

_Romic prosperity of the covered
i

| Provinces, particularly in terms of
L Agri lﬁuyal__&eve’iopm&fl}t;and_st’able

wat

ubply, giving the country
1 reason and an ethical

responsibility in protecting these spe-
cies along with their habitats. |

This discovery adds to the m_m:e |

than 160 species currently known in
the country, making Begonia the 4th
largest plant genus in the Philippines

and accounting for seven percent of

* the world's total Begonia species.

A thorough review and compari- |
son of all known Philippine Begonia |

species was catried out as part of this

research, and the findings weressub-
mitted to the peer-reviewed journal.

he reduced pace |

] affords meteo-
 rologists and disaster risk reduction
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BATAAN EXPANDS TIES WITH LA UNION
FOR PAWIKAN PRESERVATION

ANOTHER  successful venture to
‘preserve the majestic sea turtle species
in Bataan concluded on August 25,
% 2023, as the Provincial Government of
' Bataan partnered with the Provincial
Government of La Union through the |
sponsorship of GNPower Dinginin Ltd.
Co. (GNPD) to capture La Union PG-
ENRO’s best practices in preserving their
pawikans, including their ordinances
and notable statistics about the species,
The group, consisting of representatives
from Bataan's Provincial Government Envi-
ronmentand Natural Resources Office (PG-
ENRO), Provincial Tourism Office, Provincial
 Veterinary Office, Bataan Peninsula State
University, Sitio Fuerte Sagip Pawikan
Association, and GNPD’s Community Re-
lations Department, were welcomed
* La Union Gov. Rafy Ortega-David.
Gov. Ortega shared how the province is
- keen on putting the environment before
tourism. “Naniniwala kamj nq walang

The partnership between Bataan and
La Union LGUs emphasizes the relevance
of enriching all kinds of lifeform, .

fores.ts of the farm were innovative
practices on how bamboo species that

tourism kung hindi maayos ang ating
environment djto sa La Union.’

|
i

) Arcel Madﬁd,GNPDAVPfOrComrpunit)(
. Relations, said, “We value our commitment
| to our environment and allotted 60
l percent of the departments budget to
- environment-related projects to foster our
|- corporate social responsibility.” .

i To further introduce the Bataenos to
| their pawikan conservation efforts, the
- team proceeded to meet and discuss with
- Carlos Tamayo, President of Coastal Un-
. derwater Resource Management Actions
. (CURMA) for methods in rehabilitating in-
 jured pawikans and inspiring volunteerism
| in the province. CURMA, one of La Union’s
 flagship associations in preserving marine
 life, is currently restoring a malnourished

 ate about saving pawikans and aims to en-
rich all kinds of life, as introduced by Toby
Tamayo of Beekeepers La Union Farm,
Amidst the tall bamboo trees and vivid

 sea turtle in its facility. La Union is passion-

May not survive in Philippine weather
can thrive in the right hands,

After a very productive visit at CUR-
MA, the team was awed by the sprawl-
ing corals of Immuki Island P——
and the mangroves of Bay- *
ang Bakawan Eco-tourism
Park, which furthers the
Province's environmental
ties with GNPD. The group
had a chance to witness the
corals and mangroves in
the area, which are also part
of GNPD's prospects back
home in Bataan. '

The benchmarking
Program conduded with
the message of Bauang Mayor Eulogio
Clarence Martin P. de Guzman |II,
who shared his enthusiasm for the
Parthership between the LGUSs,
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Impact assessment crucial in sustainable development’

fieldofscienceand technology (S&T) as a

key elementin the innovation ecosystem.

This was recognized by local and
international research and development
communities during the first Science and
Technology Impact Assessment Conference
in Pasay City.

I MPACTassessmenthasacriticalroleinthe

Participants agreed that it allows

S&T interventions to be more effective in
stimulating national socioeconomic growth
and development.

Dr. ReynaldoV. Ebora, executive director
of the Philippine Council for Agriculture,
Aquaticand Natural Resources Research and
Development of the Department of Science
and Technology (DOST-PCAARRD), said in
his message that as one of the pioneers
of impact assessment in the government,
DOST-PCAARRD attributes it in creating
Jasting changes in agriculture, aquatic, and
natural resources (AANR) sectors.

According to Ebora, impact assessment
altows institutions to make the most out of

DR. Ernesto 0. Brown, director of DOST-
PCAARRD's SERD, talks about the Council’s
history and various initiatives on impact
assessment for the agriculture, aquaticand
natural resources sector. D0ST-PCAARRD

played a crucial role in accounting for S&T
investments, program conceptualization
and development, resource allocation, and
direction setting.

With the goal of socioeconomic
development, DOST-PCAARRD's initiative
has brought a deeper understanding of the
role of R&D in nation-building. As such, the
Council ensures that generated knowledge

limited resources through smarter decision
making.

He shared thatinformation from impact
assessments helpin prioritizing publicfunds
for programs and projects that generate
optimum benefits for Filipinos.

For his part, Science Secretary Renato
U. Solidum Jr., in his keynote speech,
highlighted the role of impact assessment
in ensuring that government investments
in R&D initiatives contribute to pragress
and innovation,

With increasingly scarce resources,
Solidum expressed the significance of
impactassessments in ensuring the returns
on investment on R&D to the government.

“It is our duty to ensure that results
fromscientificand technological efforts are
geared and utilized in areas of maximum
economicandsocial benefits for the people,”
Solidum pointed out.

Going beyond institutional R&D
DR. Ernesto 0. Brown, DOST-PCAARRD's Socio

DOST-PCAARRD Executive Director Reynaldo
V. Ebora points out in his message at the first
Science and Technology Impact Assessment
Conference the importance of doingimpact
assessment in research and development

in order to optimize the benefits of R&D to
stakeholders. DosT-PcAARRD

is shared with the public,
Currently, the Council has released

‘multiple publications on the impact

assessment of various DOST-PCAARRD-
funded projects through the Impact
“Assessment Bulletin.” All of which are
available at the DOST-PCAARRD eLibrary.

Economic Research Division (SERD) director,
discussed the Council’s impact assessment
initiative.

Brown said, “PCAARRD’s impact
assessment efforts for R&D and technology
transfer in AANR were established to
determine and quantify the socioeconomic
contribution of the funded programs and
projects to the growth and development
of the sector”

Impactassessment has beenanintegral
part of DOST-PCAARRD’s banner programs,

Upon recognizing the need for ap
intensive monitoringand evaluation system,
SERD reinvented the Council’s approach to
conducting impact assessment to cater to
different perspectives of development,

Since the 1980s, it has been the Council’s
practiceto enactimpact assessment studies
in forecasting and evaluating major S&T
initiatives of DOST-PCAARRD on R&D,
technology transfer, capacity building, and
policy making.

The outcomes of such initiatives then

Science Secretary Renato U, Solidum, Jy,
recognizes the role of impact assessment ji,
governance and accountability. DOST-PCAARRD

Moving forward, DOST-PCAARRD aims
towiden thereach of its impactassessmeny
initiatives.

The Coundil is also open 1o provigip
assistance to other institutions in sety
theirown impact assessment activities. Itis
within the Council’s vision toinstitutiong)j,
the initiative in order to help create long-
lasting change for the country.

Karl Vincent 5. Mendez/S&T Media Service
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Cagayan de Oro City Rep.
Rufus Rodriguez is pushing for
a law that would identify all the
maritime features of the West
Philippine Sea that the country
is claiming to be within its sover-
eignty and jurisdiction.

In filing House Bill £§934, Rodri-
guez underscored the importance
of identifying the features “spe-
cifically by law and by baselines
of their territorial seas (TS) and
contiguous zone (CZ) pursuant to
the rules of the UN Convention on
the Law of the Sea.” =

The CZ covers that part of the
sea extending for 12 nautical miles

" from the limits of the TS, or 24
nautical miles from the baseline.
Within this zone, a state may ex-

ercise protective jurisdiction like
customs enforcement as well as
fiscal, immigration and sanitary
rules.

“Without clearly established
baselines, we cannot ensure full
enjoyment of sovereign rights in
the waters within our maritime

domains. The rule is that the .

CZ is automatically made part
of the EEZ when the latter zone
is claimed and established by a

coastal state,” the measure reads. -

Rodriguez noted in HB 8934
that seven years have “come and
gone since the landmark Arbitral

‘Award” and “yet the country re-

mained unable to translate (these)
gains into an unimpregnable na-
tional reality.” s

He added that the proposed
law seeks to “implement in con-

—

//-House bill Seeks to identify
-~ maritime features in WPS

crete ways the Philippine triumph
over China in the South China Sea
arbitral proceedings.”

“Since there are features in the
Kalayaan Island Group claimed
by the Philippines that are outside
the Philippine EEZ, it is essential
that the TS and CZ of these fea- -
tures lying outside the Philippine
EEZ are immediately and already
drawn using the appropriate base-
points,” the bill also read in part.

HB 8934 listed 54 Philippine
maritime features, along with
their respective coordinates, and
stressed that the “Philippines
must press its sovereign claims
over them by identifying them as
Philippine-claimed or occupied
features and drawing the appro-
priate baselines for the territorial
seas around them.”
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lestery golden egg found on ocean floor

WASHINGTON, DC:A go}den egg, or
an alien, on the bottom o‘f the
Pacific Ocean? :

American scientists have dlS('O-
vered a mysterious dome-shaped
specimen deep on the Alaskan
seafloor, but nobody knows for -

 qure what itis,

‘Ocean researdlers using a re-
motely operated survey vehicle -
were amazed last week when fhe}' i

- gpotted the strangeitem onarock
-'about 3,300 meters (two miles}
deep in the Gulf of Alaska. b
It is over 10 centimeters (4‘- {
inches) in diameter and had s

'atﬁ,chment, to

casing,” the National Ocean
and ALmOSphent:Adm‘ istratic

L ¢ An umdentlf' ed speclmen ona rocky outtroppmg isseen atadepth
es} in the Gulf of Alaska on Aug. 30,2023, NOAA OCEAN EXPLORATION
HANDOUT PHOTO VIA AFP '

duifmg that of it being thatitis biological in origin," the it Sétves 45'a remindet of how
allen egg, scientists extracted  NOAAsaid.  little we know about our owp,

3 dis It remains unclear if the golden  planet and how much is left ¢, |
dome is assamated with a known learn and appreciate abou: our |

ks ”Isnt the«deep sea

. ht ,Iaboralory setting, species, a new species or repre-' ocean,” headded. z
fully strange?” wond m “While we were able to col- sents an unknown life stage of an The dive was part of an expe-
Candlo: a NOAA. chan Eh:plora- lect the ‘golden orb’ and brmg existing one, | dio said. dlthIL in the Gulf of Al kq ¢
ngﬂ coordmator w4 4 it onto the ship, we still are not “While, som what humbling  explore deepw&t_?-.l,]:lﬂbll&ts. ;
As fhwflﬁs Wlfled on stia.i able to identify it beyond the fact (o be stumped by this finding, |  AFP
Irl,f '.-“'-:\I il D
F} = A\ __/;;"I i\
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Invasive species’ damage to economies, food supply,

ORE than 3,500 harm-
ful invasive alien spe-
ciesareseriously threat-

and Prof. Peter Stoett (Canada).
The authors of the report em-

phasized that not all alien species

b i ive. I ive alien

ening nature’s contributi to
people, becoming a significant
challenge in all regions and in ev-
ery country, that mainly caused
the extinction of 60 percent of
plants and animals globally.

According to a new report by
the Intergovernmental Platform
on Biodiversity and Ecosystem
Services (IPBES) that was re-
leased a few days ago, the global
economic cost of invasive alien
species exceeded $423 billion an-
nually in 2019, with costs having
at least quadrupled every decade
since 1970.

The IPBES report, “Assessment
Report on Invasive Alien Species
and their Control,” finds that
alongside dramatic changes to

species are the subset of alien
species that become established
and spread, which cause negative
impacts on nature and often also
on people. *
The3,500invasivealienspecies
are among the more than 37,000
alien species that have been in-
troduced by many human activi-
ties to regions and biomes around
the world.
“About 6 percent of alienplants;

Atleast 218 invasive alien spe-

ciesh Llafe

ponsi more
than 1,200 local extinctions. In
fact, 85 percent of the impacts of
biologicalinvasionsonnative spe-
cies are negative, he added.
IPBESadded that nearly 80 per-
centofthed di of

Business-as-usual is unlikely

“37 percent of the 37,000 alien
speciesknown today havebeen re-
portedsince 1970—largely caused
byrising levels of global trade and
human travel. Under ‘business-as-
usual’ conditions, we project that
total bers of alien species will

invasive alien species on nature’s
contributions to people—espe-
cially through damage to food
supplies.

Similarly, 85 percent of impacts
on people’s health, including dis-
eases, such as malaria, Zika and
West Nile fever, were spread by

22 percent of alien invertet
14 percentofalienvertebrates; and
11 percent of alien microbes are
known to be invasive, posing ma-
jor risks to nature and to people,”
the report said.

Indigenous peoples and local

biodiversity and y in-
vasive alien species are one of the
fivemostimportantdirectdrivers
of biodiversity loss—alongside
changes in land- and sea-use, di-
rect exploitation of species, cli-
mate change and pollution. «
Thereport, a copy of which was
obtained by the BUSINESSMIRROR,
was produced by 86 experts from
49 countries, working for more
than four and a half years. It was
based on more than 13,000 ref-
erences, including contributions
from Indj andlocal

ities, or the people with

i alien quito species
like Aedes albopictus and Aedes
aegyptii.

Livelihoods were damaged,
such as in Lake Victoria .where
fisheries, due to the depletion of
tilapia as a result of the spread
of water hyacinth (Pontederia

the g direct depend

on nature, are found to be at even
greater risk.

More than 2,300 invasive alien
species are found on lands under
the stewardship of Indigenous
peoples, threatening their quality
oflifeand even cultural identities,
IPBES said.

Negativesurpasspositiveimpacts
While many alien species were
“historicallyintroduced... for their

communities.
“Invasive alien species are a

perceived benefits to people,”
the report finds that the negative
impacts of those that do become

major threat to biodiversity and
can cause irreversible damage to
nature, including local and glob-
al species extinctions, and also
threaten human wellbeing,” said
Professor Helen Roy (United King-

dom), co-chair of the assessment

with Prof. Anibal Pauchard (Chile)

are enormous for nature
and people.

“Invasive alien species have
been a major factor in 60 percent
and the only driver in 16 percent
of global animal and plant ex-
tinctions that we have recorded,”
Pachard said.

c ipes), which is the world's
most widespread terrestrial inva-
sive alien species.

The report shows that 34
percent of the impacts of bio-
logical invasions'were report-
ed from the Americas, 31 per-
cent from Europe and Central
Asia, 25 percent from Asia and
the Pacific,and about 7 percent
from Africa.

Most negative impacts were
reported on land (about 75 per-
cent)—especiallyin forests, wood-
lands and cultivated areas—with
considerably fewer reported in
freshwater (14 percent) and ma-
rine (10 percent) habitats.

Meanwhile, invasive alien spe-

ciesare most damagingonislands, .

with numbers of alien plants now
exceeding the number of native
plants on more than 25 percent
of all islands.

continue to increase in this way.”
“But business-as-usual is actu-
ally unlikely,” Roy continued.
She explained that with many
major drivers of change predicted
to worsen, it is expected that the
increase of invasive alien species
and their negative impacts, are
likely to be significantly greater.
Shenotedtheaccelerating glob-
al economy, intensified and ex-
panded land- and sea-use change,
as well as demographic changes
are likely to lead to increases in
invasive alien species worldwide.

Climate change

ROYexplained: “Even without the
introduction of new alien species,
already established alien species
will continue to expand theirrang-
esand spread to new countriesand
regions. Climate change willmake
the situation even worse.”

The report underscored that
interactions between invasive
alien species and other drivers of
change will be likely to amplify

- their impacts.

It pointed out that invasive
alien plants can interact with
climate change, often resulting
in more intense and frequent
fires, such as some of the dev-
astating wildfires experienced
recently around the world, re-
leasing even more carbon diox-
ide into the atmosphere.

The IPBES experts point to the
generally insufficient measures

health cost $423B yearly

in pl;ce to tackle the challenges.
While 80 percent of countries

._ ()
havetarge -
PSR Y

sig
hei sonal

biodiversity ;Ians. only 17 percent

When eradication is not pos-
sible for different reasons, inva-
sivealien species can often becon-
tainedand controlled—especially
in land-based and closed water

have national laws of regulati ystems, aswellasin lture.
26 alls A4 3. N . £01 . iy
pecifically g 3 ¢ canbe
and 45 percent of all countries do physical, chemical or biol gical—
not invest in the g of Ithough the appropriatenessand
biological invasions. effectiveness of each option is de-
. pendent on local context.
Prevention One of the most important

ONapositive note, theréport high-
lighted that in future biological

messages from the report is.that
biti in tacklingin-

invasions, invasive alien species

and theirimpacts can be prevented
throuoh effect d

g! g
more integrated approaches.

“The good news is that, for
almost every context and situ-
ation, there are management
tools, governance options and
targeted actions that really
work,” Pauchard said.

“Prevention is absolutely the
best, most cost-effective option—
but eradication, containment and
controlarealso effectivein specific
contexts,” he said.

Prevention measures—such
as border biosecurity and strictly

vasivealienspeciesis achievazle.'
Stoett said.

“What is needed is a context-
specific integrated approach,

* across and within countries and

. the various sectors involved in
providing biosecurity, including
tradeand transportation; human
andplanthealth; economic devel-
opment and more. This will have
far-reaching benefits for nature
and people,” she added.

The options explored in the
report, include considering coher-
ent policies and codes of conduct
across sectors and scales; com-
mitment and resourcing; public

enforced import control T
identified as having worked in
many instances.

Also mentioned was that pre-
paredness, early detection and
rapid response were shown to
be effective at reducing rates
of alien species establishment,
and to be especially critical for
marine and connected water
systems.

Eradication has been success-

ful and cost-effective for some -

invasive alien species, especially
when their populations are small
and slow-spreading, in isolated
ecosystems such as islands.

and eng , such
as citizen science campaigns like
those promoting “check, clean and
dry;” openandinteroperableinfor-
mation systems; fillingknowledge
gaps; as well as inclusive and fair
governance.

IPBES Executive Secretary Dr.
Anne Larigauderie pointed out
that world governments agreed
in December last year, as part of
thenewKunming-Montreal Global
Biodiversity Framework, toreduce
the introduction and establish-
ment of priority invasive alien
species by at least 50 percent by
2030. Lyn Resurreccion
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Manila archdiocese divests from

fossil fuels, the largest contributor to
climate change, and what it called

“other destructive businesses.”
e e e e e

In his message for the ongo-
ing “Season of Creation,” Cardi-

nal Jose Advincula said the move '
was made “years ago” in response,

to the calls of Pope Francis' 2015

encyclical “Laudato Si."”
“This is to inform everyone
- that the Archdiocese of Manila
has divested all our investments
from coal and other destruc-
tive businesses since years ago,”

' Advincula said.

The decision, according to
him, was also “in consonance

with our faith and the earlier:

social teachings of the Church.”

“We commit to relentlessly °

- support all initiatives. that will
| protect, preserve, nurture, and
respect God's creation,” he said.

In 2019, the country's Catho-

lic bishops agreed to divest from
“dirty energy” sources, such as
coal-fired power plants.

While only afew dioceses used

to have investments in coal, the
bishops emphasized the need for

collective action to address the.

climate crisis. .

In its February 2022 pastoral
letter, the Catholic Bishops' Con-
ference of the Philippines (CBCP)

called forunityamong churchesto .

urgently respond to the problem.
The Season of Creation is a
globaland ecumenical celebration
‘that runs from September1 to Oc-
taber4, coinciding with the feast
of Saint Francis of Assisi, .
InthePhilippines, the diaceses

extend:the observance tojthe sec- |

ond Sunday of October, knownas

Indigenous Peoples' Sunda}r
The cardinal added that the

archdiocese is committed ‘to re-

sponding to the goals of Laudato
Si’ “by mobilizing various institu-
tions to become part of the Lau-
dato SiAction Platform to achieve
integral ecology.”
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CARDINAL Jose Advincula, archbishop of
Manila RCAM-ADC

Albay blshop laments
environmental challenges
MEANWHILE, a Catholic bishop

« has used his message for the an-

nual “Seasan of Creation” to criti-
cize environmental issues beset-

ting the province of Albay. |

Bishop Joel Baylon of Legazpi
condemned, among others, irre-
+sponsible quarrying, deforesta-
tion, ever-expanding fish pens
and potential mmlng -related
pollutlon H R

. “Here in our province, we have

' strayed from the path of steward-

ship,” Baylon said in a pastoral
letter, “An Agrangay kan Kapali-
botan asin an Agrangay kan mga
Dukha,” released on September
1, the World Day of Prayer for the

Care of Creation.

coal, other destructive businesses

HE Roman Catholic
Archdiocese of Manila -
announced it has divested from

The bishop called on the faith-
ful to “stand together” and protest
environmentalabuses and “become
genuine stewards of the earth.” . -

“May our actions not be driven
by short-term benefits only, but '
by concern for an environment
where every person—now and in .
the future—can joyfully live and
flourish,” he said.

He also urged the govern-
mentauthorities not tolet greed
rule their actions, decisions and
policies.

“Let not greed, power, or per-

' sonal gain blind us. Instead, con-

sider what legacy we leave behind
forour descendants,” Baylon said.

The pastoral letter discusses
the interconnected issues of en-
vironmental degradation and the
plight of the poor.

Albay province is grappling
with environmental challenges
like irresponsible quarrying, de-
forestation, ever-expanding fish
pens, and potential mining-relat-
ed pollution. "

The "throwaway culture”isalso
criticized, and the community

is called to embrace “ecological

conversion” through sustainable
practices.
Both the general public and

_ those in authority are encour-

aged to be responsible stewards
of creation. (BCP News
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World falllng dangerously short of cllmate

pARIS. A world facing catastrophic
" climate change is perilously off
course in meeting goals for slash-
ing carbon pollution and boosting
finance for the developing world,
according to the UN's first official
progress report out on Fnday'
The 2015 Paris treaty has suc-
-cessfully driven climate action, but
much more is needed now on all
* fronts,” said the teport, which will
underpina crudial dlirhate summit
in Dubai at the énd of the year.
“The world is not on track to
meet the long-term goals of the

Paris ‘Agreement,” includirig cap-
ping global warming at 1.5 degrees

. Celsius above mid-19th century
levels; the’ réport said. "
" Global ‘greenhouse: gas, emis-
- sions must peak by 2025 and drop
sha:plythereaﬁetto keépthe 1.5C
target in View, the so-called stock-
take' said, drawing from a ‘major
saenﬂﬁc assessment by the UN's
- IPCC sciente advisory panel.
Achlevmg net zero carbon
emissions by 2050 — ariother
Paris goal — will also require
hasing out the butning of all
"foSsil fuels whose emissioris can-
not be captured or ¢ompensated.
. How quickly to purge the
obal economy of oil, gas and

. coal will be hotly contested

in December at the'two-week

‘COP28 talks in Dubai startirig in -

, late November, with niearly 200

nations taking: part. :
“We need to triple ‘ténéivable

energy by 2030, commetcialize

other zero catbon solutions like

. hydrogen, and scale up thie energy
‘system free of all unabated fos-

sil ‘fuels,” said COP28 President
Sultan al-Jaber; head of the United
Arab Emirates’ nattonal‘ 011 com-
panyAdnoc )

" The stocktake report also says

that clean power must bé dramati-

cally ramped up, accordmg tothe

first UN scorecard of the world's
progress'in meeting Paris Agree-
ment climate goals. .

- “Scalirig up renewable energy
and phasing out all unabated fossi]

 fuels areindispensable: ¢lemients of

)ust energy transitions to fiet : zero
emxsstons, itsaid. " '«

- “Unabated” refers tq the absence ‘
- of any technology that rémoves
.carbon’ emissions; éither: at the
* soutce or from thie atmosphere. -

- Emissions have already peaked
in developed and a feiy develop-

ing countries but dre contintiing:
to Ffise in many of the wor]d'

largest economles o
'sz's burdeh

W’th the excephonfof a dtp in 2020

———
B e—
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.when the global economy slowed
due to the Covid pandemic, CO2
 emissions have hovered at about
40 billion tons a year since 2019,

“We know that the burden of ..
response sits with 20.countries,”

"UN-climate chief.Simon Stiell
said, réferring to the G20 nations

— holding a summit this weekend

in Delhi — that account forabout

+ 80 percent of global emissions, .

“The [G20] communiques ‘are
-woefully inadequate,” he added. -

China, the United States,

the European Union and India
"alone tontribute more than half
‘of total emissions. -

“The global stocktake: report isa-
"call for radical and immediate ac-
.tion to meet the goals of the Paris

“Agreement,” commented Tom
;Evans; a pohcy analyst at chmate
“think tanks E3G, .

Thestocktake also highlights the

- need to rapidly and radically scale-
up financial support to develop-
[ing nations so they can adapt to-
iclimate-amplified weather disag- -

ters. that are already eating away
‘at their economies, . -

; Many African nations, ‘alreddy -
‘mired in debt, are sttuggling to ”
- transition away from fossil fuels ha};
‘even.as théir coffers are drained by
"worsening droughts, floods, heat

‘Waves and stormis.

goals

The report said the globa] tran-

sition to an emission-free world
would-require trillions of dollarg
and the “need to transform the
financial system” to align with

climate priorities.

- But it warned that curre, l
hundreds of biilions of dollarg are
still pouring in to prop up poliut.
ing activities, -

Itsaid some $892 bllhon was in.

- vested in fossil fuels: annually from,

2019 to 2020, with a further $450
billion in fossil fuel subsidieg.
- Meanwhile, finance for cljm,,

actxon reached $803 billioy i,

the same period, which the Teport
said was around a third of What jg
needed to curh warming in hne
W1th the Paris goals. -

~ The report larids amid grow.
"ing calls for the World Bank ap,

International Monetary Funq to'

dramaucally redesigfi their. ‘ac:
‘tivities to meet the challenges of a

‘ -Warmmg world.
* The first-ever global StOthake

is the moment that all COUntrigg

séyto themselves, ‘We will miap

our own homework;” said Evang,
“The decisions and policies we
take mow will dictate whether we

basmally closed ! AFP

L

ve emissions this decade,” he '
-added. “Any later than this year of
- Mextmeans the window for 1.5 Cis
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World falling dangerously short
of climate goals — UN .

“ ARIS, France (AFP) — A world
/facing catastrophic climate
change is perilously off course
%= In meeting goals for slashing
carbon pollution and boosting finance
for the developing world, according to
the UN's first official progress report
out Friday.

The 2015 Paris treaty has success-
fully driven climate action, but "much
more is needed now on all fronts,"
said the report, which will underpin a
crucial climate summit in Dubai at the
end of the year.

"The world is not on track to meet
the long-term goals of the Paris Agree-
ment," including capping global warm-
ing at 1.5 degrees Celsius above mid-
19th century levels, the report said.

Global greenhouse gas emissions
must peak by 2025 and drop sharply
thereafter to keep the 1.5C target in
view, the so-called stocktake said,
drawing from a major scientific as-
sessment by the UN's IPCC science
advisory panel. '

China, the United States, the Euro-
pean Union and India alone contribute

Achieving net zero carbon emis-
sions by 2050 -~ another Paris goal --
will also require phasing out the burn-
ing of all fossil fuels whose emissions
cannot be captured or compensated.

How quickly to purge the global

economy of oil, gas and coal will be
hotly contested in December at the
two-week COP28 talks in Dubai start-
ing in late November, with nearly 200
nations taking part.

"We need to triple renewable en-
ergy by 2030, commercialize other
Zero carbon solutions like hydrogen,
and scale up the energy system free of
all unabated fossil fuels," said COP28
president Sultan al-Jaber, head of the
United Arab Emirates' national oil
company ADNOC.

The stocktake report also says that
clean power must be dramatically
ramped up, according to the first UN
Scorecard of the world's progress in
meeting Paris Agreement climate goals.

"Scaling up renewable energy and
phasing out all unabated fossil fuels are

more than half of total emissions. ties.

"The global stocktake report is a
call for radical and immediate action to
meet the goals of the Paris Agreement, "
commented Tom Evans, a policy analyst
at climate think tanks E3G.

The stocktake also highlights the
need to rapidly and radically scale up
financial support to developing nations
so they can adapt to climate amplified
weather disasters that are already eat-
ing away at their economies.

Mapy African nations, already
mired in debt, are struggling to tran-
sition away from fossil fuels even as
their coffers are drained by worsen-
ing droughts, floods, heatwaves and

storms.

The report said the global transi-
tion to an emissjon-free world would
require trillions of dollars and the "need
to transform the financial system" to
align with climate priorities.

But it warned that currently hun-

fossil fuel subsidies.

indispensable elements of just energy
transitions to net zero emissions," it
said.

“Unabated" refers to the absence
of any technology that removes carbon
emissions, either at the source or from
the atmosphere.

Emissions have already peaked in
developed and a few developing coun -
tries, but are continuing to rise in many
of the world's largest economies.

G20's burden

With the exception of a dip in 2020
when the global economy slowed dye
to the Covid pandemic, CO2 emissiong
have hovered at about 40 billion tons a
year since 2019.

"We know that the burden of re_
sponse sits with 20 countries," UN clj—
mate chief Simon Stiell, referring to the
G20 'nations — holding a summit thig
weekend in Delhi — that account for
about 80 percent of global emissions,

"The (G20) communiques are woe--
fully inadequate," he added.

dreds of billions of dollars are Stil]
pouring into prop up polluting activi-

It said some $892 billion was in-
vested in fossil fuels annually in 2019
to 2020, with a further $450 billion i,

Meanwhile, finance for climate ac-
tion reached $803 billion in the same
period, which the report said wag
around a third of what is needed to curh
warming in line with the Paris goals,

The report lands amid growing callg
for the World Bank and Internationa]
Monetary Fund to dramatically rede_
sign their activities to meet the cha]-
lenges of a warming world.

The first-ever global stocktake "ig
the moment that all countries say to

themselves, 'We will mark our owp

homework,'" said Evans.

"The decisions and policies we
take now will dictate whether we halye
emissions this decade," he added. "Any
later than this year or next means the
window for 1.5Cs basically closed. "





