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30 clalmants occupy
‘watershed; their structures

‘cause Metro floods

t least 30 individuals and groups
claim ownership of swathes of
Upper Marikina Watershed. Their

claims contravene two laws that declare
the area off limits.

The 30 have no land titles. Claims hang

' &nlyoﬂlot surveys issued by Department
~ of Environment and Natural Resources.

officers.
The claims cover 1,774.71 hectares —

; @682 basketball courts. Nearly half of

'~ Using the surveys, vclaunants
- lease out plots. Two mansions have

erected, _plus a dozen picnic r resorts t
divert river flow into swimmir
AL have no bmldmg or occupancy per—

Fomsts%ere S
paved, decades-old trees chai
eﬂnstrucﬁon materials, s
Eﬁd burnt for chara

. Killer floods result from watershedj 5
denudatmn. Every year heavy rains and

mud cascade down to Antxpolcgal;{anﬂ :

teo, Cainta, Taytay, juan,
sﬁuyong, Pas:g, Pateros, ui

Quezon City.

lines; s e homes, shops, |
hespltals, chu.tches, destroy vehi
furniture, appliances, clothing, pes

yrabilia. Dozens dro C
2009's Superstorm Yolanda and 2020’5

Typhoon Ulysses.

Certam DENR geodetic engmeexs car-
“technicians and lawyers is-

. lotsurveys to the claimants between
: El;g.ggandm Some are p

resenﬂybe’ihg

. updated. Forhow much, only they know.

(_

Purported legality is E*‘erdmand E.
Marcos’ Premdent1a1Decree324 October

1973, The edict excluded from Marikina

Watershed mountainside portions of Bar-
rios Pinugay and K&yﬂmbay of ‘Ibreaa
and Baras towns, Rizal i cé -

oe: 1728?,460 square m

Fic; Gazetie) Wrongly the PD. con-
verted one hectare into ten square meters.
- But-a hectare equals 10,000 square

5. The stated covaage shatdqltlws

be 1,728.746 hectares.
' Two subsequent decrees repeal P.D.
: 324, moreover. The Forestry Code, PD

?DS, May 1975, declared:

lg'\d of the public domain 18 p
iaent [10 degrees] in slope or over
be classified as alienable and dlsposable,
nor any forest land 50 percent [26.57 de-

grees] in slope or over, as grazing land.

' “Lands. 18 percent in slope or over
which have already been declared as
alienable and disposable shall be reverted

to the classification of forest lands by the

ng pools..

- Park, Wildlife Sanct
spoiled, roads llieBaIlY ' serve” 146, 310 hectaret of mountains in

Deluges collapse bridges and p@wg;_ﬁ o bf
ols, = of the

. PD. 324 is defective. ts"'.,_,_..__ d is ,_
‘ , “or 1728;746113&5@" »# niore :

Department Head, to form part of the
forest reserves, unless they are already

‘covered by existing titles or approved

public land application, or actually oc-

© cupied openly, continuously, adversely

and publicly for a period of not less than
30 years as of the effectivity of this Code.”
The Forestry Code invalidates P.D.
324 due to: (1) 18-percent topographic
limit, and (2) reversion as forest land.
The 1,728.746 hectares are on steep slopes.
No title, approved public land applica-
tion or occupant existed. for more than

- 30yearsbecause P.D. 324 was only ayear

and a half prior.

There’s also Pmsﬂsleﬂt:al'l’roclamation
1636, Aprlll977 It declg:ed as “National
and Game Pre-

PP.1636 lmludesMankaaﬁexshed
“Destruction of any vegetation or aﬁy act
eausmg dxsturbances wﬂ)e {*at of
proi'ubxted 481 &y

as ung: Georeserve ‘Foun&aﬁoh
3 F at the Jan. 27 heanng
‘Ho 'e o Representat:ves com-

e on natural resources. But some

" congressmen cut off MGF founder Ben

Dumaliang, te].lmg him to just submit a
position paper. congressmen initi-
ated the hearing. -

'I'hen DENR Sec. Gina Lopez had as-

‘Masungi in 2017 to rewild 3,000
theﬂ*atershed s 26,126 hectares. It has
completed 2,000 hectares.

Goons of the claimants, including two
police generals, harass i park rang-
ers. Thugs maul and fire at the unarmed
reforesters. Latest was on Aug. 26 and 27.

Four-fifths of watershed is bald. But in
Ma ngj, opark Project monkeys, wild
‘boa 5, rare birds and insects have
" Over a hundred thousand na-

an 500 species of flora and fauna.
Masungi Tws reaped global and na-
tional awards for environment protec-
tion. Officers Ann and Billie Dumalian
frequently are invited to address iﬁé
national forums on protecting limestone
karst. Dumagat tribesmen in adjoining
Kaliwa Watershed Forest hail their work.

But the 30 claimants, bag by fﬁgr(;lltl—
cos, want Masungi out. DENR o no
help to the earth savers, nor care for the.

yearly ruinous ﬂuods
* *

recorded

Catch Sapol radio show, Saturdays, 8

t0 10 a.m., DWIZ (882-AM).

Follow me on Facebook: https://tinyurl.
com/Jarius-Bondoc
*
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. Dredging up the |
. threat of sand mining

AND is as ple_ntlful as the stars, one popular adage goes. The
sy world will never run out of it.
¥ Scientists today beg to disagree. Next to water, sandandgmvel
are the second largest resource extracted and traded by volume.

Our supply of sand is limited. And we are not replenishing
the sand we use.

Bécause regulations covering sand mining vary from coun-
try to country, it is difficult to curb the illegal extraction of
sand around the world.

The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) recently
developed a global data platform on sand and other sediment ex-
traction. UNEP's Marine Sand Watch tracks sand-dredging activi-
ties ﬂuough a dredging vessel’s automatic identification system.

Data gathered by the Marine Sand Watch reveals that the

'sand-extracting industry is digging up 6 billion tons of sand.

and other sediment annually, the equivalent of more than T
million dump trucks a day, the UNEP said.

“The world is approaching the natural replenishment rate of 10
to 16 billion tons per year, which is needed by rivers to maintain
coastal and marine ecosystem structure and function,” it said.

“We are spending our sand ‘budget’ faster than we can
produce it responsibly,” one UNEP official warned in 2019,
The data presented by Marine Sand Watch indicates that the
warning has gone largely unheeded.

Sand is the primary raw material for construction and land
reclamation, but it has myriad other uses, including as the
basic ingredient in making glass, paint and even microchips.

The rising demand for sand in construction has spawned a
billion-dollar international trade that grows at a projected rate
of 5.5 percent a year. Monitoring the shipments of mined sand
is the first step in the UNEP’s efforts to initiate a productive
global conversation on sand extraction.

‘Because of the wide disparity in rules and practices govern-
ing sand mining, the sand industry has managed to skirt legal
roadblocks that could otherwise undermine its operation.
Some large-scale sand-extracting operations have become
powerful enough to challenge local authorities.

In India, a “sand mafia” is said to have been illegally
harvesting sand from a village. Those who resist are killed.

In Indonesia, sand from 24 islands have been dug up since 2005
and exported to Singapore to feed that country’s construction frenzy.

In the Philippines, a special kind of sand has stirred a
controversy that continues to hound communities facing the
ngayegl Gulf in Pangasman

Magnetite is an iron ore that is a key component in manu-
factunnrsteel Itis also a catalyst in the process for rnakl_ g
ammonia. It has properties that act as mltro"‘ \agr
high-te tech mdustria‘faﬁpﬁcanons

Itis magnetite that makes some beaches along the Ljngayemﬂd_t

In 2020, Malacafiang was Teported to have issued a permit
to the Iron Ore, Gold and Vanadium Resources (Phils.) Inc. to
dredgé 10,000 hectares of the gulf for magnetite. The project
allows the company to extract 25 million metric tons of black
sand yearly from the gulf.

The sand extractor was given 25 years to haul away a total
of 625 million MT of black sand.

Local communities and environmental watchdogs o pposed the
project, saying the disturbed seabed will stir up sed_lme nt .that will
eventually kill marine life and devastate Lingayen's fishin g industry.

The project’s critics also claim that it ignores the fact that
Lingayen Gulf had been classified as an environmentally
critical area (ECA) in 1993 by then-president Fide! Ramos.

As the debate rages over the Lingayen dredging project,
massive sand mining continues along the Luzon coasﬂme
and as far south as Leyte.

There were reports the Chinese dredgers were “stealing” black sand

in the Ilocos region and loading it onto barges bound for China.

Dredging sand to reclaim land from the sea also threatens
several towns in Cavite, as Manila Bay, their fishing ground,
continues to shrink.

The UNEP has proposed the creation of lega! frameworks for
sand extraction. More importantly, however, there should be a
vigorous campaign to give sand the same prominence a; clean air
and clean water as a major resource that needs to be su: itainable.
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DAVID KATZ.

Founder .11u! Chaivinan

BY LEAH C. SALTERIO

DAVID Katy has been campaigning to get rid af plastics
since he wis in his teens in the 1980s.

The 1 of plastic rubbish has become a distur-
bitnce for Bim which led him to establish the Plastic
Bink and become the “ambassador of sodal recycling ™

Katz was recently in Manila — his sixth time in the
couniry —to furnther push his advocacy.

“Manila has a very strong part in the story of the
foundation of Plastic Bank,” Katz said.

“Plastic is money for the world, If | can reveal itasa
currency, that can change society’s thinking. That can
be something that I gave mysell into that thinking,

and it began using me.
“I tried to creaie currency out of plastic. It was a kind
of quiet yetitwasaj . | didn't need

10 be anything, but 1 could become it
"The j joumey of Plastic Bank has changed the way

“I've always been i dasan to seek
seludons. ['ve always been looking for an answer for
eyery opportunity.

o [ i hrough all the occ in my life,
I've been able 1o train myself to look, to see and find
the good in things. What's beautiful [about) that? Even
when others may see tragedy or injustice. | can train
niyselfl 1o lpak for what may be good, what may be

tie opportyuniry in it.

“As our life is a gift, everything that occurs inside of
it/ then is ay well a gifi. So, I've been trained 1o look,
10/ look 10 look.”

Katz grew up in Vicroria on Vancouver Island, West
Coast of CAnada and surrounded by the Pacific Ocean.

the ial. If every sachet, bottle or every
pie(t of packaging we saw is easily exchangeable for
P100, how many pieces of packaging do we sex flowing
in the ocean or littered in the environment? None.”
Middle of August this year, Plastic Bank cossed the 1
billion mark for plastic bottles in the Philippines slone.
“The equivalent of 1 billion bottles collected,
transacted, the value transferred into the hands of
humble Filipinos providing a space for people to have
resilience and hope,” Katz said. "Around the world, we
collected over 5 billion botiles.

“We started in Haili, then we came 10 the Philip- .

pines, and we opened in Brazil. Wewent 1o Indonesia,
opened in Cameroon (Africa). Egypt and Thailand.

“I'would ride my bike or play on the beach, witness-
ing trash from the ocean pilingup on the beach. So, it
hias always been in my space. | would see plastic piling
up more, and more and more.”

Years later when he became an entrepreneur, Katz
became more impassioned on not seeing plastics
around him. Plastic Bank is an intemationally recog-
nized solution 10 arrest ocean plastic.

“In April 2013, an u-:gamzatlﬂn 1belongto, the En-
| t here in Manila.
We all mewl |L'hei Fairmont Hotel in Makati. That was
my first tinge in Manila, 10 years ago.

“One of the special events that we did was do a little
bit of a divi at Manila Ocean Park. We did a dive with
the sharks, [In the scene of the blue water of Manila,
1 saw what was lying on top of the sea but also what
wis in the bottom.

"There was so much [more] material in the bottom
than what we saw floating at Ihz top. I camne to leam
that most Is were b Most
plastics sink, sowhat we seevﬂshmgup on the shore,
what we see floating is only a fraction of what lies in
the bottom of the sea ™

Katz was 50 inspired and so moved knowing that
something needed to be done. "Before people were
talking abolt the ocean, before they recognized that
there was a solution.

"When [ first started, people didn't believe me that
there were |plastics in l.he OCean. vaenung ocean
plastic could be k ’s richest opp We
mpallbm sant of the solution and not the poliution.”

When Katz anend.eﬂ an event at Silicon Valley, Sin-
gularity U ty, held by famous ﬁ.ltumtofGnoglﬁ

i 1 w:th Peter Di dis, avery [
scientific thinker, they prompted the people who at-
tended into thinking what's called the global grand
challenges, things facing humanity.

“They brought in thought leaders for a week, maybe
50 different thinkers from around the world, futurists
bringing technology and science to business so we can
solve the problems of the world,” Katz recalled.

'What).ml lhmknwhatyonstr_hlmtmw

in this global

grand cha]ler@e Everything that] waslmklngau]m
daes that sobve the problem about marine debris?

“Maybe it's not just changing the shape of the bottle
but the way [ look at the bottle. How might [ then
change the way we look at the material? That is the
work of Plastic Bank.

“How might | have society look at it differenty?
Flow might it now not look like 3 botile but access 1o
eduication?| Wihat might have louokfed) like insuramnce
What might have lookfed] like money?

1iow might [it] look like banking? What might have

lookjed| like hope. Inside of all that lies a solution, How
might it change the thinking of the material itself"

Since Katzstarted Plastic Bank on May 9, 2013, it has
been 10 years since he had that realization.

10 grow as a multinational loday. We
are in seven countries at the moment, continuing to

“a4 dhat feme 35 yeats g0, | alveady dgar-  We
bage washing up on the beach where | walk every day
on my way 1 school,” he shared. expand and grow.

“Hillions of boles, tens of thousands of peaple are
registered in the collection ecosystem, perhaps affect-
ing hundreds of thousands of the humble [people|
around the world.”

Last year, (he Philippine government enacied an
extended producer responsibility law admini

PA.GE 1
STORY

!AHNER
STORY

EDITORIAL CARTOON

‘ ‘ When I

first started, people
didn’t believe me that
there were plastics in
the ocean. Preventing

ocean plastic could

be humanity’s richest
opporitunity. We can

all be a part of the
soluton and not the
pollution.”

+ It doesn't have to be your full-time life. Some people

live off gig|s}, right?
*Every household can look at ll the materials inside
their house like it's money and realize they can hold

through the National Ecology Center. “There is now

4 law for companies with assets over P100 million to

be accountable for their production,” Katz granted.
'\'ﬂmmmdmrgmdwhowe are in the world is the

the EPR {Extended Producer’s
prom.lbnhty] Law globally, We provide a space to ad-
minister EPR schemes. That's how menLs around

the world help us by enacting laws to benefi sodieny.”
Plastic Bank, which started in the Philippines in
2016, isa gig eronomy model, where everyone gets an
ability to create an exira sotrce of income. “1tcan bea
side gig or a full-time gig.” Katz informed.
“That's really what we are. It's a gig economy model,

the ials and [them]. Every household
can join. Everybody has an opportunity to lift, Every-
one can lock at their material like it's money. That's
where we're going,”

Katz has three children from a previous marriage
MNoah, wha's 75, Eliana who's 17 and Ella would have
been 23 this September, but they lost hex five years ago,

End of August, Plastic Bank launched its credit
worthiness. The ambition is to give zero interest loans
to the world's poor,

In his recent visit 1o the Philippines, Katz and his
wife, Taylor, who ig also an executive of Plastic Bank,
awarded one of their colleciors from Baseco, Tondo,
Manila a fish ball can so he can start his own business.

WASTE
David Katz's business model
allaws people living in
poverty to collect plnllk

and trade itin for

Entrepreneur uses social recycling to stop the proliferation of plastic
waste, and at the same time help alleviate poverty
ESTIONS

iEE
WHﬁT ISYOUR BIGGEST FEAR?
There’s actually nothing to fear. I'm not fearing
what is not yet occurring. But even if something
oceurs, | can be with it.

WHAT REALLY MAKES YOU ANGRY?
My own trauma. When something from my past
is back.

WHAT MOTIVATES YOU TO WORK HARD?
The gift of transformation in peaple. To witness
lives change.

WHAT MAKES YOU LAUGH THE MOST?
likiok. Dad jokes. | love laughing so much,

WHAT WAS THE LAST BOOK YOU READ?
Right now, I'm finishing "One Click: Jeff Bezos and
the Rise of Amazon,.com,” by Richard Brandt. 've
read more than 600 books so far.

WHAT CELEBRITY WOULD YOU LIKETO
MEET FOR A CUP OF COFFEE?

I'm not insplred by & celebrity, I'm insfired by the
humble people doing beautiful work. | think I'm
more inspired by people. | don't yet know who
hav! done such remarkah!e things in the world.
WHAT IS TI’IE MOST DARING THING
YOU HAVE EVER DONE?

The most courageous thing was | became an
amateur boxer and fighter when | furned 40,
Being inside 2 ring with hundreds of people

watching. t's very vulnerable to go and say

| might fose. But |'won. It was my effort and
triumph that | was proud of.

WHAT IIS THE ONETHING YOU WILL
NEVER DO AGAIN?
Doubt myself.

“What we're doing is 10 teach people how 1o fish
so they can take care of themselves and eventually,
take care of the community around them,” Katz said.
“We empower them slowly, so they can help solve the
poverty around themn.”

“It has been said, ‘A man convinced against his will
is of the same opinion still’ | can't argue with anyone
about anything. [ can’t iy to convinge you thai plastic
isgood. | can't tell you that you should recycle.

_ "Butif1 give you a transformative learning

I can have a bank account, | can have money, 1 can
wranscend poverty, Heold on, then you will get plastic.
It'sso heauuful 1t's crazy.

“So,c advocate for necyclable materials, regen-
erative materials. Look for those producs that are maldng |
the world better. Even if you can’t find them, 2=k the retail
ers for them who will ask the brands. The cons.umer is very
powerful. That's super importnt o recognize”

‘When he was younger, Katz wamted-to become a
psychologisr since he was fascinated by thinking, In
college, however, he didn't pursue a medical course.

Katz had a very solid high school education, and both
his parents were hoteliers. So, he leamed hospitality
huai.nmwlluon, and went all the way to college. He

i the British Columbia Institute of Technol,
“Business is.my creativity. I'm so a!‘:at:v. 1 leamed

goods such as schoo! tuliion,
maedical insurance, medicine,
internet access or cooking
fuel. CONTRIBUTED
PHOTOS

with an el of service, what it was do servg,
;eepﬂopfema‘mﬁrpmpich— continuous learner,
I have like 600 books in my librasy. For a long period
Inr;whfe.lwasnomsducmgha :aslabﬁmu\mek
"l never stopped learning, So, | don't think havinga
formal education, but the desie 1o learr iz irmportant.
Continuous Immmg, continuous leaming, continu-

ous learning.”
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‘ 4 wo decades ago, a popular
tune proclaimed that “plas-
tic is fantastic.” Today,
we find ourselves facing a

risis looms large, often silent but
sr-present, and it’s high time we
ecognize its urgent threat,
| Nearly a year after the gradual
asing of pandemic restrictions,
r authorities seem to be (quietly)
$app]mg with a monumental chal-
nge — how to address the stag-
_gering amount of waste that accu-
- mulated during the long pandemic,
_especially single-use plastics. These
lastics, once our protectors against
invisible virus, are now hurtmg
environment.
.|| Personal protective eqmpmem
(PPE), goggles, face shields, gloves,
cEFveralls head covers, shoe covers,

Mmoot

L e .

e

etc. are all made of plastic. These
items werevital in stopping the virus's
spread and safe-guarding our medical
frontliners. Additionally, during the
yandemic, plastic usage skyrocketed
as nearly every item, from online
d: liveries to fast- food orders, came
‘Wrapped in plastic packaging. The
Juestion now is: “Wherxe did all this
lastic ultimately end up?”
| Environmental advocates I re-
cently spoke to acknowledge that
a complete eradication of plastics,
specifically single-use ones, may
 be too radical given our reliance on

them. But this crisis is not a hope-

ss situation as long as we act now
before it’s too late.

|| According to a report from the
nited Nations Environment Pro-

gramme, we can address plastic

ollution using existing technologies
d solutions. The report suggests
E{at we can reduce plastic pollutron
a staggering 80 percent by 2040
through a systems change scenario
focused on “Re-use, Recycle, and
Reorient and. Diversify *

mate Reality Project Philippines,
emphasmes the need to reduce waste
at the source, eliminating single -use
plastics and adoptmg reuse schemes.
This approach, complemented by
‘pricing policies like levies and Ex-
tended Producer Responsibility
(I.PR) schemes, is key to turning
t} e tide.

‘able bottles, bulk dlspensert

ery different reality. The plastic

|| Local environment group, Cli-

-_lastlc is not fantastlc

" Re-use scherﬂes such as refill-
and
packaging take~back programs, hold
promise in reducing plastic waste
Governments and mdustrles must
collaborate on establishing design
standards that facilitate recycling
while improving waste co]]ectlon
and sorting systems in communities.

Removing subsidies for fossﬁ fu-
els that make virgin plastics c.heaper
than recycled materials would level
the playing field for recyclmgl Plas-

tic wrappers, sachets, and takeaway

items must also be replaced with
alternative materials like paper,
compostables, and recycled plastics.

Yet, even with these meastires in
place, we will still need to contend
with an estimated 100 million met-
ric tons of plastics from short-lived
products. To manage this crisis, the
UN Environment has further recom-

mendations, which are supported by

the Climate Reality Project,

The report suggests
that we can reduce |
plastic pollution by a
staggering 8o percent by
2040 through a systems

‘change scenario focused
on ‘Re-use, Recycle, and

Reorient and Diversify.’

-First, we need to prevent micro-
plastics at their source. Private busi-
nesses must improve the design of
garments, ban the use of intention-
ally added microplastics to personal
care products, among others.

Second, governments need to
ensure safe collection and disposal
of non-circular plastics. This in-
cludes assessing disposal facilities
and identifying new capacity needs.

Third, plastic waste exports must
be eliminated. Disposal of waste in
the country where waste is generated
is always preferred, except for cases
where the better option is exporting
to neighboring countries with better
cayacity. *

Last, we have to deal w1th ex-

isting plastic
pollution. Fi-
nancing in-
struments are
needed to im-
prove waste
management
systems.
Plastic credit

EDITORS DESK

* JOHANNES L. CHUA

systems must be implemented with

environmental and social safeguard
systems.
Considering all these recommer -

. dations, it is worthy to note that the

government has taken initial steps
to address the plastic crisis. For onz,
there is already House Bill 9147,
which passed in July 2021, aiming
to regulate and eventually phase out
single-use plastics in the country. A
counterpart bill was already filed in
the Senate; last I checked, it was still
pending at a committee level. Let's
see what will happen soon.

What’s also encouraging while

1 was doing research for this piece

is the fact that there are a lot of lo-

‘cal government units (LGUs) who

have enacted their own ordinances
to reduce reliance on single-use

plastics. But, it is not enough to just-

rely on the national government or
the LGUs. Each one of us has to do
our role for the planet..

As responsible citizens, we have
a duty to ask the tough questions -
Do our local groceries or markets
encourage us to use ecobags? Is
there a community recycling or up-
cycling facility in our neighborhood?

- How about consumer incentives

programs, such as trash-to-cash
or plastic waste in exchange for in-
centives? After the questions, there

-should be an appropriate action.

We have toalways remember that
information is power. And we have

all the data and information pointing

to the reality that single-use plastic
can become the next tragic crisis that
we may face. There is nothing fan-
tastic about all this plastic trash now
clogging our waterways or destroy -
ing our marine environment. It’s
not too late to change, but change
has to start with us, within our own
households.

(Johannes L. Chuais the editor of the

Environment & Sustainability section )
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on Thursday appealedto online shopping
giants Shopee and Lazada to ensure a
mercury-free “9.9 mega sale” this coming
September 9, .
_ The group made the call after the group
monitored listings for hanned mercury-

THE toxics watchdog EcoWaste Coalition

‘added cosmetics and medical devices, as

well as posting for mercury for dental use
and gold refining.

According to the monitoring conducted
by the EcoWaste Coalition on September 7
ahead of the 9.9 sale event, skin-lightening
products banned by the Food and Drug

“Administration (FDA) for containing

mercury above the trace amount limit of
one part per million (ppm) continue to
proliferate in online shopping platforms.
Among those illegally sold online are
cosmetics covered by FDA Advisory Nos, 2022-
1347 and 2018-106 (Temulawak Day & Night
Cream), 2021-3060 (Golden Pearl Beauty
Cream), 2021-3043 (Parley Goldie Advance
Beauty Cream}, 2021-1187 (88 Total White
Underarm Cream), 2021-0646 and 2017-314
(Collagen PlusVit EDay & Night Cream), 2017-
289 (Goree Beauty Cream with Lycopene and

‘Goree Day & Night Beauty Cream), 2015-025

(S'Zitang 7 Days Specific Whitening & Spot

AB Setand S'Zitang 10-Day Whitening & Spot

Day Night Set}, 2013-053-A (Feique Herbal
Extract Chinesa Herbal Formula Whitening
Anti-Freckle Set), 2010-004 (Jiacli 7-Day
Eliminating Freckle AB Set), and 2010-02
(Jiaoli Miraculous Cream).

* Alsosoldonling are otherskincare cosmetics
reported to the FDA by the EcoWaste Coalition
for containing high levels of mercury, including
Armena Gold Beauty Cream, 4K Plus Whitening
Night Cream, 88 Whitening Cream, Lady Gold
Seaweed Gluta/Super Gluta Brightening,
Meyyong Seaweeds SuperWhitening, PollaGold
Super White, and several variants of Dr. Yanhee,
Dr. Wittisak, and Feique facial creams.

The group’s monitoring also revealed
the continuing trade in mercury-containing
medical devices, such as mercurial

~ sphygmomanometers and thermometers,

which the Department of Health (DOH)
phased out in 2010 in accordance with DOH

Administrative Order No, 2008-0021.

online despite ban—groups

The group also spotted several postings
for mercury p_rijducts used to repair broken
or decayed teeth. FDA Circular No. 2022-003

_banned the importation, distribution, and

sale of liquid mercury and dental amalgam
capsules for use|n dental restorative purposes.

The group also saw listings for “Hg for
gold refining” (Hg is the chemical symbal for
mercury). Executive Order No. 79 issued in

2012banned the use of mercuryinsmall-scale -

mining and mineral processing.

“We again appeal to Shopee, Lazada '

and other e-commerce sites to keep their
customers safe from health-damaging
mercury and mercury-containing preducts
as the 9.9 online shopping promos begin,”
Aileen Lucero, National Coordinator,
EcoWaste Coalition said.

“To make online shopping mercury-free,
they should direct their compliance staff to
quickly take down postings for sale of banned
mercury-added products such as mercury-
containing' cosmetics and medical devices,
as well as the sale of mercury for dental use
and for gold refining.”

Lee Bell, Mercury Policy Advisor to the
International Pollutants Elimination Network
(IPEN) said: “Online sales of mercury and
mercury products need to be eliminated.
Ilfegal mercury-based cosmetics sold online
are causing unnecessary and harmful
exposurs to marcury compounds, aspecially
among women of childbearing age who are
highly vulnerable to the neurotoxic effects of
mercury, as are their unborn children.”

- TheMinamata Convention hasnow phased
outnearlyallindustrial processesand products
containing mercury so there is no excuse for
online salesof elemental mercury to continue.

“According to the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP), “Mercury
is a toxic element. Although mercury occurs
naturally, the levels in our air, water, land,
food, and bodies have increased, due in part,

. to use and releases from mercury-containing

products. Once released into the environment,
mercury and its compounds can build up in
fish, wildlife, and humans. Even smallamounts
of mercury and its compounds can impact
human health and the environment.”

: [ Jonathan L. Mayaga
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. Marcos pushe§ ‘loss and damage
. fund for climate act

A KA TA President Marcos has C]imateﬁnanmng,co plem by . mate e, ocean waste and pollution,

pushe a léssngnd damage fund to viable and eﬂ"ﬁ:hve hechnologym , Creation of ‘smart

sup;; easums aimed at mitigating the ~and co ecific capacity-building, gpes, and urban susmmablhty mu:m
climate change, which he de- is needed to_ax edite a just transition to , the partnership of governments

ent economy,” he Jrivate sector to ensure that they are ef-

asbneofthe ‘complex dla]lemges% |

the international landscape. = Marcos also urged his fellow leaders  fec '__yaddiessedmaqustalmbleand
'Sy peaking during the 18th' East Asla toback the development of strategic min- ;mlient ‘way.
Sumnut stenday, ‘Marcos rals ly and value chains that wou | “Looki __'»iahead,wehOpe to see more
that k:om;nes with thue B g efforts to ensure a ianhm ASEAN—In a cooperation in protecting -
and sus pa the environment, addressing climate

foo nntgglspropomonately bear

hea est burden of climate change. .change, and romot;ng biodiwi
d tdurgehtly realize thelass through the AS! ndia Green [
and damage -assistance > President sai the ragio
to addresfclifaté change,” the President  20th ASEZ mmit. _ bloc’s summit with Inc -
sa_lg}l*f e o H ge - : i | wﬁ Alex1s Ram:pn
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DPWH justifies P216-B fund
for flood management in'24

By Jovee MARIE N. peLa Cruz ¥ @jovesmarie

HE Department of Public Works

and Highways on Thursday'

defended the agency’s huge
allq'catlon for the Flood Management
Program worth P215.6 billion next year,
as the Congressional Policy and Budget
Research Department (CPBRD) and
' lawmalkers observed that this program
\is even bigger compared to the budgets
of the four departments: Transportation,

Social Welfare and Development, Health,

and Agriculture.

N | ——

ST | e

—

At a briefing on DPWH's 2024
budget, Public Works and Highways
Secretary Manuel Bonoan said the
agendyis onlyimplementing Presi-
dent Ferdinand Marcos Jrs com-
mitment to address flooding in
different partsof the countrywhile
studying the possible construction
of water impounding facilities and
water reservoirs to help mitigate
the itnpact of climate change, in-
cluding El Nise.

In April, Marcos ordered the
creation of a government team to
focus on mitigating the impact of
the looming El Nifio phenomenon,
expected to hit from July to Sep-
tember this year and to last until
2024. .

“One of the areas we are looking
at is the implementation of flood
control programs, particularly in
18 major river basins. We assure
youthatwe arelookingforaperma-

nent and sustainable river basins

program;” Bonoan toldlawmakers.

“The Presidentwants toempha-
size that this is not anly for flood
control that we are looking at. We
havetocoordinatewithotheragen-
ciessoitwillbe watermanagement
resources. That is our priority pro-
gram,” he said.

The country has more than
4,000 river basins.

“The President himself gave
the specific instruction for the de-
partment tolook into the flooding
problemsinmanyareasof thecoun-
try because of the climate change
phenomenon. We are looking for
immediateactiontoaddressflood-
ingatthe same time we are looking
at the long-term solution to this
problem,” Bonoan said.

Marcos, he added, tasked them
to consider the possibility of con-

structing water impounding facili-

ties, impounding areas near river
basins, and water reservoirs for
water management, not only for

_ flood control, irrigation, and other

purposes.

The DPWH's expenditure pro-
gram is pegged at P822.2 billionin
2024, 8 percent lower compared to
P894.2 billion in 2023. The capital
outlay will suffer a 10.40 percent
decrease to P783.5 billion in 2024.

_mient Program is part

The Flood Managemzant Pro-
gram has a budget of P215.6 bil-
lionfor 965 projectsaimed at flood
mitigation.

According to the CPERD, the
P215.6-billion budget forthe Flood
Management Program is the big-
gest allocation of the DP
erations budget at 29.8 pe

*This is even bigger compared
to the budgets of the Department
of Transportation (P274.3 bil-
lion), Department of Social Wel-
fare and Development (P209.9
billion), Department o Health
(P204.6 billion), and Department
of Agriculture (P108.5billion). The
DPWH should build good-quality
and climate-resilient flood control
projects and facilities so that this
program truly serves its purpose
of protecting lives and pri
especially during di:
lamities,” said the CPERL.

“Proper monit of these
funds is also very critica! because
once these flood control projects
are washed out, evidence of im- |
propricties and wastefulness also
dissipates,” he said.

By major programs, the CPBRD
said the DPWH's Flood Manage-
of new ap-
propriations for next year.

CONTINUED ON AB

I Other DPWH major programs include the
onvergence and Special Support Program (P174.1
}llhun), the Network Development  Program
P148.1 billion), the Asset Preservation Program
P115.6 billin), the Bridge Program (P45.8 billion),
and the Local Program (P25.2 billion).

According to. the Philippine Atmospheric,
Geophysical, and  Astronomical - Services
Administration (PAGASA}, El Nifo increases the
ikellhuod of below-normal rainfall conditions,
which could have negative impacts (such as dry
pells and droughts) in some areas of the country.
However, in the western part of the country, above-
rmal rainfall conditions during the Southwest

perature anomalies across most of the central and
pastern equatorial Pacific signified that a weak El
Eﬁﬁo is present and may strengthen into moderate

to strong towards the latter part of the year, Most
i1 E

monsoon season (Habagat) may also be expected. -
The warmer-than-average sea surface tem-

climate models predict that this EI Nifio will likely

persist until at least the first quarter of 2024.
PAGASA said the specific impact of El

Nifio on rainfall patterns depends on the

- geographical location.

In some regions, such as the western coast of

South America, El Nifio typically causes decreased

rainfall and drought-like conditions. This is because
the warm waters of the central and eastern Pacific
shift westward, reducing the availability. of mois-
ture for rainfall along the coast.

However, in other parts of the world, such
as the Philippines, the rest of Southeast Asia, and
parts of the southern United States, the El Nifio
phenomenon can result in increased rainfall,

*Inits August 23 outlook release, PAGASA
said a potential drought is possible in several
provinces by the end of February 2024,

These provinces. include: Abra, Benguet,

lfugao, Kalinga, Apayao, Mountain Province,

. Bataan, Bulacan, Zambales,

DPWH justifies P216-B fund for flood managementin ‘24 continuea o 22

llocos Norte, llocos Sur, La Union, Pangasinan,
Cagayan, Isabela, Nueva Viscaya, (luiring,
Aurora, Metro
Manila, Batangas, Cavite, Laguna, Rizal, (uezon,
Marinduque, Occidental Mindoro, Oriental
Mindoro, Romblon, Palawan, Spratly Islands,
Albay, Camarines Sur, Catanduanes, N ashate,
Sorsogon, Northern Samar, and Sarangani.

Earlier, PAGASA reported several provinces
were already experiencing dry conditions
due to El Nifio,

It said there have been seven severe El Nino
events since 1980, with the last one lasting from 2015

to 2016, inflicting $327 million in agricultural losses.

When the Philippines last endured a full-blown
El Nifio event in 2019, vast parts of the country,
including Metro Manila, reeled from a drought that
caused widespread water shortages and farm losses
after dams and lakes that supply potable and irrigation
water experienced a massive dedine in rainfa |.
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CITIZEN
BAROK

LOUIS ‘BAROK'
BIRACGO
EARLIER in July, the Philippines was facing 2
very ser wmsuppdymbm

concessionairss in Metropolitan

{Manila, [the region which apparently uses
Iangtls! volume of water i the country,

Those plans, however, were changed by
em;ltyphmmlhnluﬂdenlymhm

'Ihewherlmlsmlhemy'sdamsm
levels high enough to secure the nation's
ater secprity for the meantime, estimated to

warming,
. So far,the prognosis on the water supply
i m the Philippines is not very
particularly for the agricultural
| dmtry it depends on irrigation,
| Irrigation Administration
s Lhc govement agency tasked 1o, among
pthers, mdnlrcr and develop available water

Did NIAS Antlporda ignore the expected water qiss

resources for imigation purposes, and

address all concems regarding the supply or‘

water for nationwide irrigation throughout the

year,
A certain Benny Antiporda was the Acting
NIA administrator for the substantial part of
2022
News reports available online reveal that

“ Antiporda has been at the center of a number
- of alleped imegularities in government service.

It appears that back in September 2020,
Antiporda, who was then an undersecretary
of the Department of Environmgnt and
Natura] Resources, was questioned about
the costly dolomite beach constructed by
the DENR along a segment of the coast of
Manila Bay.

The dolomite was shigped in from Cebu.

According to the news reports, ex-Kabataan
partylist represeniative Terry Ridon publicly
asked Antiporda o explain why the dolomite
beach was overpriced at P38%-million, with
P360-million remaining unaccourited for.

Scientists from the Univemsity of the
Philippines Marine Science Institute and an
official of the Archdiocese of Manila also
questioned Antiporda about the beach project.

The scientists maintained the project
staunchly defended by Antiporda is bad for the
envirenment.

i1 Observers say
Antiporda did nothing
concrete while he was
at NIA to prepare the
country’s agriculturgl
sector for the
anticipated fong dry
spe L f

In response, Antiporda insisted at P389-
million the dolomite beach project was not
overpriced.

For reasons unknown, Antiporda evenrually
deviated from the issue and criticized Ridon
for the latter’s past travel expenses,

Sarcastically, Antiporda offered to give
Ridon a lecture on basic mathematics.

Impettinently, Antiporda branded the PO

UPMSI scientists “paid hacks” of undisclosed

E interests groups, and, as such, the scientists

- project

ave 10 right to criticize the dolomite beach
Ridon reptied he did not need any math

| lecture from Antiporda because he (Ridon)

took up finence and economics at the
University of the Philippines-and at Harvard
University in the United States.

Thereafter, a group of Filipino scientists
demanded Antiporda’s resignation from the

| DENR for his rude remarks about the UPMSI

scientists,
Actually, Antiporda’s statement that the
UPMSI scientists have no right to question the

. dolomite beach project is baseless, patently

mistaken and leyll;r untenable because P389-
million in taxpayers’ money was involved in
Antiporda’s project.

Being so, the public st larpe had,
undoubtedty, the right to question the cost of
the project.

In June 2022, 2 columnist from another
publication revealed that Antiporda made a
pseudoscientific attemptto justify the dolomite
beach project through 2 supposed aquarium
experiment.

The columnist said Antiporda's experiment
was criticized by many for its lack of scientific
meters.

Later in November 2022, when
was already with the NIA, the Office of the

Ombudsman put Antiporda under preventive
suspension for six month: without pay,
pending the investigation of complaints filed
against him by NIA employees.

The complaints accused Antiporda of grave
misconduct, haressment and oppression.-

According to the compleints, Antiporda
threatened NIA employees, bullied them
doring the weckly flagraiiing ceremony,
maligned them through the medis, misled
President Ferdinand Marcos [r, about certain
public-private partnership deals, and required
NIA techniciars o repair the air-conditioners
at the Antiporda resicence,

Tt was also alleged that when Antiporda was
still acting NIA administrator, he repeatedly |
demanded that the word “acting” be dropped
from his official title.

In December 2022, Presicent Ferdinand
Marcos Jr. finally fired Antiporia,

* When he was still the acting chief of the
NIA, what did Antiporda do to prepare for the
dry times predicted for agricultural imigation
nationwide?

Observers sy Autiporda did nothing
concrete while be was a1 NIA 10 prepare the |
country's agricultural sector for the anticipated

longeiyspel.

That’s bad news for the agricultural secior

and the general public as well,
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tlus agreement, MPIF coxmmts Mabnuﬁut alsoin other local govmment
to allocate P1.5 million over three years - units and national g overnment agencies.
to mver’“h-mmng, allowances, uniforms, = Nestled along tk pristine shores of.
eqtupment and logistical support to Batangas, Mabini baasts a hidden gem
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ensunn integrity of these protected : : i
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OVER 5K EVAGUEES ON WAY HOME
AS THREAT OF MAYON BLAST EASES

By Ma. April Miar;-Madar-s
@MaAprilMierINQ

LEGAZPI CITY—More than
5,000 pebple, who took shelter
in makeshift huts in Sto. Do-
mingo, Albay, after they were
forced to leave their commu-
nities in June due to Mayon
Volcano’s ‘unrest, would 'be
sent home on Friday now that
the possibility of an explosive
eruption had been assessed to
be “very low.”

But Sto. Domingo Mayor Jo-
seling Aguas Jr. said 1,588 fam-
ilies in the villages of Lidong,
Fidel Surtida, Sta. Misericordia
and San Fernando, were still
advised to refrain from enter-

ing the 6-kilometer radius per-

manent danger zone due to the
threats of ashfall, lava flow and
pyroclasuc - currents
(PDCs or ash and debris ﬂow;

along the slopes of the volcano.

“Still, residents are advised
to always be prepared in case
the situation worsens,” Aguas
said in an advisory.

These residents, who are
living inside the 7-km danger
zone of the volcano, built huts
made of bamboo, nipa leaves.
and light materials since they
were evacuated on June 12 to
the villages of Salvacion and
San Andres. 4

: Lat i

Edgar Balidoy, head of Sto.
Domingo municipal disaster
risk reduction and manage-
ment office, said the families
would be given relief goods
before they return home while
the 80 farmers who were till-
ing farmlands inside the per-
manent danger zones of the
volcano would still be given

* livelihood assistance by the

Department of Agriculture.
“The village officials will

monitor the residents, espe-
cially the farmers, to make sure
that no one will enter the dan-
ger zones,” Balidoy said in a
phone interview on Thursday.
More than 300 families were
also sent home in the last week
of August in the villages of Tan-
darora and Muladbucad Grande,

- while at least 533 families from
Barangay Maninila would re-

main in evacuation centers due
to threat of lahar flow.

After the decarnpment in the
two towns, only 3,922 families, or
13,872 people, will be left in evac-
Uation centers from 19 villages,
records from the Albay Public
Safety and Emergency Manage-
ment Office (Apsemo) showed.

Cedric Daep, Apsemo chief,
said families living inside the
6-km permanent danger zone
- would stay in shelters until the
Ph:h pine Institute of Volca-

“nology and Seismology (Phi-

volcs) downgrades the current
alert level 3 on Mayon.

“We will decamp the [res-
idents living inside] the 6-km
danger zone once it is lowered
_to alert level 2,” Daep said ina
text message on Thursday.

Most of families in the cit-
ies of Tabaco and Ligao, and
the towns of Sto. Domingo,
Guinobatan, Camalig, Mali-
lipot and Daraga were evac-
uated on June 9, a day after
Phivolcs raised Mayon's alert
level to 3, meaning there was
an “increased tendqm:y to-
ward a hazardous eruption.”

Paul Karson Alanis, resi-

dent volcanologist of Phivolcs

in Legazpi City, said the ef-
fusive eruption was still on-
going, where lava flow is ob-
served, but the chance of an
explaswe eruption would be
“very low” based on the pa-
rameters monitored since last

‘month. ma
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‘ADAPT NOW AS HOTTER HEAT WAVES HIT’

PARIS: | Conservationists and the
fishing and tourism industries
K2 pre-emplive measures
1o prorect wildlife and livelthoods
Nifio phenomenon am-
marine heat waves already
made more intense and frequent
by climate change, scientists said
on Wednesday,

The naturally occurring weather
pattern originates in the Pacific
Ocean and drives inceased heat
worldwide, bringing drought 10
some areas and heavy rains else-
where.

The central and eastern Pacific,
parts of the western Unitad
Ecuador, Peru and
Ocean are most li
hardest by
heat waves.

Historical data show these 72-
glons to be vulnerabie 1o mass dis-
offs of marine habimars
coral reefs and kelp forests nine
experis wrote in a commant in the
journal *Nature.”

Preparing for the heat waves in
the months ahead would stave
off or soften their consequences,

Cigd ndus-

A combin f climate
varming and exirzme events

cult for spe-

ing close

1o their mazximum tolerance,”

These ca
weather f¢

projections that ke inw ac
manmade greenhouse
sions.





