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By JoNATHAN L. MAYUGA
¥ @jonlmayuga

ILLIAM CUNADO, the
[ former Director of the
Environmental Manage-

ment Bureau (EMB) of the Depart-
ment of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR), has not of-
ficially resigned, and neither did
he officially file his retirement, a
source said. '
Cunado’sstatusis “complicated”
and the DENR is at a loss as to his
status for now because the former

EMB chiefhasnot reportedbackto

work since filing aleave of absence.
‘Cunado was among the officials

removed from theirpostsby DENR

Secretary Maria Antonia Yulo-
Loyzaga who issued a series of spe-
cial orders'in January this year.’

' Cunado was replaced by Gilbert

Gonzales as Director of EMB and

who will be performing in a €on- -

current capacity as OIC Assistant
Secretary for Luzon and Visayas.
However, Cunado who is sup-
posed to be on “floating status”
and was assigned to report to the
office of DENR Undersecretary
Miguel Cuna, hasnot reported back
to work since then.
“Heisstillpartof the DENR. But
he is a no-show here in the DENR
since March,” an official of the

. DENR who spoke on condition of

anonymity said.

“Asfarasthe DENRisconcerned,
he is not officially retired or even
resigned,” the official said, adding
that Cunado’s status is currently

“on leave”.

Sought forinterviewbythe BUSL-
‘NESSMIRROR on the issue of land
reclamation, Cunado defended the

rantof environmental compliince
certificates (ECCs) for land recla-
mationprojectsin Manila Bay, say-
ing the proponents of the projacts
complied with the requiremen sof
the law.

The BUSINESSMIRROR learned
that in Manila Bay alone, during
Cunado’s stint as EMBE Director, a
total of eight reclamation proj=cts
were granted ECCs.

Early thismonth, President Ter-
dinand “Bongbong” Marcos Jr. or-
dered thesuspension of allrecla ma-
tion projectsin Manila Bay penling
the conductofacumulative impact
assessment by the DENR.

Subsequently, atthebudgethear-

; ingfor DENRearlythismonth, Y ulo-

Loyzaga bared that she is ordering
an investigation to determire if
there was an irregularity in the is-
suance of ECCs and vowed to im-

pose sanctions if concerned DENR
officials committed infractions,

Sought for comment, Cunado

said it was in his capacity as EMB
Director to approve ECC applica-
tions, adding that the proponents
of the projects applied and went
through the tedious process before
having their projects approved.

None of the three ongoing land
reclamation projects were granted
ECCsduring Cunado’s termas they
were granted area clearances and
ECCs before he assumed the top
EMB postin 2021.

The BUSINESSMIRROR learned
thatatotalof 18 ECCS weregranted
bythe DENR and mostof these were
duringthe pastadministration,un-
dertheleadership ofthen Secretary
Roy A. Cimatu, who resigned his
post due to health reasons before

the last presidential election.
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BY JANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL billion recorded last year, with a grew by 17 percent tc 56,131

E value of metallic mineral production in

the Philippines rose by 8.06 percent during
the first six months of 2023, the Department
“of Environment and Natural Resources-Mines
and Geosaences Bureau (DENR-MGB) said on

Monday

Data froni the DENR-MGB
‘showed 'that LFIE value of domes-
‘tic metallic mmeral production

increased in the first six months of
“the current year to P123.07 billion
from P113.89 billion in the same
penod of 2022 due to the good
“performance of gold and nickel.
Nickel ore, together with its

"nickel products, took the biggest
'share at P57.32 billion, or 46.57

percent of the total value.
“Despite the sluggish nickel
price in|H1 (first half) 2023,
mckel ore, together with its nickel
products, continued to dominate

The price of nickel for the first
half of 2023 fell to $10.98 per
pound from $12.95 per pound,
year on year.

Gold followed with a produc-
tion value of P51.22 billion, or

41,62 percent of total rnelal pro- -

duction.

“The price of gold was impres-
sive at $1,933.95 per troy ounce,
in contrast with last year's first-half
average price of $1,874.47 per
troy ounce, up by $59. 48 per troy
ounce,” it said.

Its production volume rose by 3
percent to 15,102 kilograms (kg)

the production scene,” said MGB.  from 14,670 kg posted in the first
* Production volume of nickel ore  half of 2022.

went up by 40 percent to 16.86 mil- Copper came in third with 10.35
hondry‘me:nctqps (DMT) fromthe percent, or P12.74 billion, an
prmous yeal’s 12.01 DMT. increase of 1 percent from P12,63

production volume of 133,072
DMT.

The collective values of silver,
chromite and iron ore accounted
for P1.79 billion, or 1.46 percent
of the total production value.

In terms of producers, the
Taganito Mining Corp. produced
the largest volume of nickel ore at
2.42 million DMT and Rio Tuba
Nickel Mining Corp. with 2.11
million DMT.

The top three provinces for
nickel were Surigao del Sur with
3.71 million DMT; Palawan with
3.28 million DMT; and Surigao
del Norte with 3.19 million DMT.

Top producers of gold were
Philippines Gold Processing and
Refining Corp. in Masbate with
3,010 kg; OceanaGold (Phils) Inc.
in Nueva Vizcaya with 1,828 kg
and FCF Minerals Corp. also in
Nueva Vizcaya with 1,443 kg.

The production of copper,
meanwhile, was attributed to the
17-percent increase in the mine
production of Carmen Copper
Corp. from 65,189 DMT'to 76,399
DMT, year on year.

Iron ore production volume

DMT. For chromite production,
volume went up by 20 percent to
47,449 DMT.

From the metallic mineral min-
ing activities, the nationa govern-
ment during the first hal® of this
year collected P3.25 billicn in ex-
cise taxes while royalties collected
about P932.02 million.

“Currently, we have 21 mining
projects located within the mineral
reservation areas, 20 nicke! mining
projects and a chromite mining
project,” it added.

The DENR-MGB said that min-
eral reservations were established
by the government mainly to
advance wise and efficient dispo-
sition, development, util zation
and conservation of the country's
mineral resources.

“The government may cirectly
utilize the mineral resou:ces or

 indirectly through operating agree-

ments or contracts with qualified
individuals, and royalty shar> from
the minerals/mineral products
produced from mineral reserva-

tion areas exclusive of all other
taxes accrues to the governient,”

DENR-MGB said.
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Phl metalllc productlon up 8% m» H1

By DANESSA RIVERA

Robust gold and nickel
output pushed the value of
the country’s metallic min-

eral production up by eight
3,997,829 DMT from 3,792,676

percent in the first six mon
of the year. ;

Latest data from the Mines
and Geosciences Bureau
(MGB) showed metal pro-
duction in the first semester
increased by 8.06 percent to
P123.07 billion.

Nickel was the top con-
tributor to the total production
value, with P57,32 billion,
equivalent to 46.57 t.

Gold took the ﬁeconpemcfgpot
with P51.22 billion or 41.62
percent, followed by copper
with P12.74 billion or 10.35
percent.

Meanwhile, the consoli-
dated value of silver, chromite,
and iron ore accounted for
about 1.46 percent or P1.79
billion of the total production
value, the MGB data showed.

In terms of prices, gold
prices went up by 3.17 percent
to $1,933.95 per troy ounce
from P1,874.47 per troy ounce.

Silver prices also inched up
>y 1.18 percent to $23.57 per
roy ounce from $23.30 per
‘roy ounce.

On the other hand, nickel
ind copper prices went down
by 15.27 percent and 10.73
vercent, respectively during

the period.

Nickel prices declined to

10.98 per poundﬁ'om $12.95
ile copper fell -

per pound
h$395perpoundﬁ0m$443 _

- 16.87 m),lhon

B

~and value y 11 percent and

per pound
~Nickel ore output saw an
18 percent jm'np in volume to
metnc tons
from 12.01 ;
Ore pkodquoﬁ also rose to

DMT.

The MGB said the top two
producers during the period
were Taganito Mi Corp.

with 2.43 million DMT and

Rio Tuba Nickel Mining Corp.
with 2.12 million DMT.

In terms of location, -tl"\etop
nickel producing provinces

‘were Surigao del Sur with
3.72 million DMT, Palawan
with 3.28 million DMT and

Surigao del Norte with 3.2
mﬂhon DMT.

For gold, productlon vol- |
‘ume increased by three

per-
cent to 15,102 kilograms from
14,670 kilograms.

Philippines Gold Process-
ing and Refining Corp. in

Masbate was the top gold

producer during the quarter
with 3,010 kilograms valued
at P10.35 billion followed by
OceanaGold Phils Inc. (OGPI)
with 1,828 kg valued at P6.22
billion.

The MGB said better gold
prices mainly drove the yellow
metal’s performance this year.

“Another positive develo
ment was the increase in
Sentral Ng Plhph\.as
1d ases volume

21percentmspectwel,&em

estimated value of P13.99 bil-
horcll, year-on-year,” the bureau

White metals saw a lack-
luster performance as volume
fell by
kilograms from 26,635 kg.

‘Government data showed
the Balabag Gold-Silver Proj-
ect of TVI Resource Develop-
ment (Phils) Inc. in Zamboan-

Benguet - saw lower output
_ by nine percent @
cent, respectively.

Phl From B

yem'(m yeal:. IGB sald

. The other top copper min-
ers - OneamGald IﬂC
(OGPI) in Nueva Vizcaya

Philex Mining Corp. (PMC)in

12 percent to 23,316

gadel Sutr grew its productton,
but its output fell 24 percent to
8,940 kilograms.

On the other hand copn
per output creased by six
percent to 133,072 DMT fzﬁ:m
125,852 DMT, mainly on
‘ermine ﬁmddchon Friot Gl
‘men Copper Corp. (CCC) in
Cebu.

Tilmtﬂﬂ‘l

1d four per--

Iron ore t _uction grew
17 percent to 56,131 DMT
from 47,797 DMT, solely from
the Bulacan aine of Ore Asia
;& Devel ent Corp.
Chromite praduction rose
20 percent to 7,449 DMT

_ from 39,52 t;;th the
ood perfo ce of Tagani-
Ea HPAL Nﬁcke],\(:orp
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| AI.ITIIIN BLOGKS MOVES T0 REDUCE MINING ROYALTY OF LGS

@InqNatmnal

DAVAD CI Y—-Several groups
have oppost d the move at the

House of Representatives to re--

duce the royalty fee imposed on
mining con#panies and grant-
ed to local government units
(LGUs) hosting their operations.

coordinator of Bantay Kita, a coa-
lition of civil Society organizations
advocating for transparency and
accountability in the extractive

Beverly giesmanos, national

industry, said the lowering of the

royalty from 5 percent to 3 per-
cent would have adverse impact
on the royalty share of LGUs.
House Bill No. 8937, or An
Act Enhancing the Fiscal Re-

gime for th¢ Mining Industry,

proposed to Ilower to 3 percent
the royalty on gross output for
large-scale metallic mining op-
erationg W'ltlill mineral reser-
vatmns, It hz}r:l been approved at
the committee level in a hear-
ing on Aug. 22, said Albay Rep.
Joey Salceda, committee chair.
Bermano;s, in a phone in-
terview on Sundag, said the re-
duced royalty rate would likely
result to rise in mining activities
but would also a cause a drop in

the income of host localities.

She noted that under Section
13 of the Implementing Rules and
Regulations (IRR) of Republic Act

-No.7942 or the Philippine Mining
~ Act of 1995, the royalty should

not have been less than 5 percent
of the market value of the gross
output for mining companies
operating in mineral reserva-
tions, exclusive of all other taxes.
The same rate was also originally
contained in the 2022 committee
report of the House ways and
means committee.

Besmanos said that whlle
the government aimed to gener-

_ate more revenue from mining,

the committee-level approval
of HB 8937 failed to secure in-
creased financial gains from the
mining industry and instead
“protects the financial risks of

mining companies rather than

the impacted communities.”

Negative implication

A tax advocacy expert, who
requested not to be named, ex-
plained in a separate interview
the negative implication of a re-
duced royalty rate to host LGUs.

In the case of Claver town in
Surigao del Norte province, low-
ering the rovaltv to 3 nercent

means reducing the share of the
municipality from P137.7 million
to P82.6 million, a reduction of
P55 million or 40 percent.

He said the amount was
equivalent to 76 percent of the
town’s P72. 63- -million spending
for social services and soaql
welfare in 2022.

As of 2022, almost half of

Claver, a second- class town

witha populatmn of 36,033, had
been covered by mining tene-
ments. These mining tenements
covered 15, 6 hectares within
mineral reservations and 688 ha
outside mineral reservations.

Mindanao hosts at least eight
operating. metallic mines wn:hm
mineral reservation areas.

These are in Loreto, Libjo,
Basilisa and San Jose, and Tuba-
jonin Dmag&t Islands; Claver
Tagana-an in Surigao del Norte;
Carrascal in Surigao del Sur; and
Rosario in Agusan del Sur.

These localities would defi-
nitely all face reduced incomes
should HB 8937 gets enacted
into law. - :

Margin-based royalty

HB 8937 also seeks a mar-
gin-based royalty from 1 per-
centto 5 nercent fm' large- qcale

metallic mmmg operations out-
side mineral reservations. For
instance, . a 1-percent royalty
will be collected from a min-
ing firm if the profit margin is
between 1 and 10 percent, 1.50
percent from above 10 percent

‘up ta 20 percent, and sc on.

" On the other hand small-
scale metallic mining opera-
tions will be levied a royalty
rate of one-tenth of 1 percent of
gross output.

.Under the IRR for [ A 7942,
mining firms need to nay an-
other royalty of not less than 1
percent of their gross output to
indigenous cultural cornmuni-
ties if the operation is within an
ancestral domain.

HB 8937 also introrluces a
profit-based windfall ax de-
sign, which levies metal ic min-
ing companies 1 percert if the
profit margin from its opera-
tion would reach 35 to 40 per-
cent, 2 percent if more than 40
percent to 45 percent, with the
tax increasing up to 10 percent
as the margin increases.

HB 8937, a substitute bill for
House bills 373, 2014, 226, 3888
and 8050, was included in the
calendar of business of th : House
of Representatives on Aus . 30. o
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Govt urged to keep tighter\;atch
on ‘toxic’ Christmas decors, lights

LOCAL toxic waste advocacy group on
L& Monday urged concerned government

agencies to conduct post-market
surveillance of Christmas lights and
decorations being sold in the market to
ensure that the products pass the quality

- and safety standard regulations.

The call was made as public markets
started to sell Christmas lights and decors
forearly shopping, prompting the group BAN
Toxics toraise the alarm to the publicagainst

* poor quality and substandard products.

TBT Patrollers of BAN Toxics noticed
the early selling of Christmas lights and
decorations in stores in Pasay City over the
weekend and started documenting the
varieties of holiday products.

The team found out that the decors had
no proper labeling, while the Christmas
lights have no Philippine Standard (PS)
mark or Import Commodity Clearance
(ICQ) sticker indicating its product safety
and quality.

“The sale of improperly labeled and/or
unregistered holiday decorations can be a
potential source of toxic chemical exposure
such as lead and cadmium that may cause
unreasonable risk to public health,” Thony
Dizon, Toxics Campaigner of BAN Toxics said
in a statement.

“We call the attention of our regulatory

agencies to conduct post-marketing
surveillance in public markets and eventual
confiscation of the products if they do not
comply with the requlation in the country,”
he added.

Last year, the group issued a warning
over the sale of holiday lights that contain
high levels of lead and cadmium ranging
from 25,500 parts per million (ppm) to
224,000 ppm, way above the 1,000 parts
per million (ppm) limit for lead. The lights
also had cadmium ranging from 265 ppm
to 506 ppm, which is above the 100 ppm
limit for cadmium under the European
Union Directive on Restriction of Hazardous
Substances (RoHS).

Lead exposure can have serious
consequences for the health of children.
At high levels of exposure to lead, the brain
and central nervous system can be severely
damaged causing coma, convulsions and

- even death, while cadmium exerts toxic

effects on the kidneys as well as the skeletal
and respiratory systems. It is classified as a
human carcinogen.

“BAN Toxics will continue to conduct
market monitoring toraise awareness against
toxic chemicals in consumer products to
protect the public against hazards to health
and safety,” the group lamented.

JonattanL. Moy

e
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extraction of 15,148 liters of
marine diesel oil from the fuel tank
of a cargo vessel that ran aground
in Occidental Mindoro will be
monitored by the Philippine Coast
Guard (PCG{

In a statement released yesterday,
the PCG said it would ensure the
safety of the il extraction from motor
vessel Joegie 5.

The }oeg: 5 was sailing toward
Sablayan, Occidental Mindoro from
Bauan, Batangas when it hit shallow
wateirs near Barangay Harrison in

Paluan town on Friday.
Aside from diesel oil, the vessel was
loaded with 28,020 bags of cement.
The PCG-Southern Tagalog district
said the extraction has yet to start as
of 3 pm. yesterday as officials were
still waiting for a barge that would be
sent by the Preeminent Shipping and
nagement Corp.,, owner of Joegie 5.
PCG-Southern Tagalog district
chief Commodore Geronimo Tuvilla
directed the shipping company to hire
an accredited salvage company for the
safe removal of the vessel.

~ PCG to monitor fuel extraction from beached vesse!

No oil spill has been reported in the
area, authoritjes said.

The vessel’s skipper, Capt. Amie
Alberto, said that big waves and
strong winds battered the Jogie 5.

He said seawater had entered the
ship, which can cause the vessel to
sink if it continues to sail.

Alberto and his 13 crewmembers
were rescued by village residents.

Eight of them were allowed to
go home while the rest stayed for
investigation.

~ Meanwhile, in Cebu, spill booms

and absorbent pads were Jaid out at
an anchorage area where a motor
tugboat sank on Sunday.

The booms and pads were in-
tended to stop the spread of the
bilge coming from the M/T" Sugbo 2,
according to PCG-Central Cebu sta-
tion acting chief Commodore Mark
Larsen Mariano.

The Sugho 2, which sank at the
Naga Anchorage Area in Naga City at

around 5 p.m,, had 10 crewmembers |

on board.
‘- Euel_)m Magairan, Ed Amoroso _
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By HENRY J. SCHUMACHER

understand how sustainability

requirements filter down throughout
companies and government operations.
Please allow me to highlight a few areas for
your considerations. :

The quality of the environment.

| A sustainable community sees itself as
existing within a physical environment and
natural ecosystem and tries to find ways to
co-exist with that environment, It does its
partby avoiding unnecessary degradation of
the air, oceans, freshwater, and other natural
systems. It tries to replace detrimental
practices with those that allow ecosystems
to continuously renew themselves.

I was shocked to read that water wasted
annually is equivalent to half of Angat Dam
capacity. Around 488 million cubic meters
of water a year are lost to waste, mainly in
water districts outside Metro Manila, says the
Local Water Utilities Administration (LWUA).
Of course, the recent and present flooding in
many parts of the country cannot be seen as
reasons to neglect the water management.
It is trusted that the LWUA finds partners in
governmentand the private sectortosee water
management as part of disaster resilience.

BUSINESS and government must

Disasterresilienceandmitigation
WE must understand that a community must
be resilient in the face of inevitable natural
disasters like typhoons, earthquakes, floods,
and drought. The community must take steps
to ensure that such events cause as little
damageas possible, that productivityisonly -
minimally interrupted, and that the quality
‘of life remains at (or quickly returns to)
high levels. A disaster-resilient community
further takes responsibility for the risks it
faces and tries to be self-refiant. Ensuring

Let’s build a Sustainable Future

food sustainability and security remains a

‘big task in the Philippines. It is a daunting

endeavor, but not impossible.

We have to say goodbye to plastic waste.

According to environmental experts, the
total clean-up of plastic pollution in seven
majorrivers across Southeast Asia will cost $297
million. In addition, plastic pollution is costing
these countries $23,100t0 $270,000 per square
kilometerofcoral reef. The propermanagement
of plastic wastes must include plastic bags,
sachets, labels, laminates, and both rigid and
flexible plastic used for such products.

There is no question that we must get rid
of single-use plastic!

Degradable plastic is anather option that
needs to be taken seriously. That's why Matter
makes all sorts of goods with plant-based
biopolymer and fiber. Think trash bags, food
storage containers, tableware, plates, and
bowls. They're like sustainable superheroes of
the real world.

All of their products:

® Return valuable nutrients to the soil

m Reuse crop waste

m Are certified compostable.

Beyond all that, creating Matter
products uses less energy than conventional
manufacturing.

Check out Matter and replace your
(garbage) plastic items with something a lot
better. | suggest you look at Matter products
to buy or to develop your own.

ASustainable Suture can be created by
integrating sustainable consumption and
production principles into policymaking,

" business practices, and consumer

behavior. Furthermore, investing in new

- technologies is crucial.

There is hope that government, non-
government jorganizations, the private
sector, and sustainability advocates will
do their share to attain the dream of a
Sustainable Future. The nation’s commitment
to maintain a delicate equilibrium between
growth and sustainability on one side, and
environmental stewardship on the other, isa
holistic approach that encompasses people,
planet, and prosperity!

In this context, | thoroughly enjoyed
Lazarda’s annual environment, social and
governance (ESG) impact report, highlighting

four pillars under its ESG commitment:
-empowering communities, a future-ready

workforce, environmental stewardship, and
effective governance,

I look forward to your comments. Please
email me at hjschumachers9@gmail.com/.
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By PIA LEE_-BRAGG ¢

B

_Climate change is exacting a heavy toll on
Filipino lives, properties and livelihoods, the
United Nations said, warning that it could
hamper the Philippines’ ambition of becoming
an upper middle-income country by 2040 if left

Muluglem&tces rank the Philippines as
among those most affected by extreme climate
events. Over the past decade, highly destruc-
tive typhoons have hit almost every year, with
related annual losses estimated at 1.2 percent
of overall gross domestic product. :

In July, Typhoon Egay (Doksuri) brought
widespread flooding and landslides to the Phil-
ippines, killing at least 39 people and forcing .
12,000 from their homes. Edhg ik

The UN cited the mountainous province of

' Phl’s income goals

Bukidnon in the southern Philippines where
“local indigenous groups are being forced
to adapt to the alarming impacts of climate
change.”

With UN support, communities are making
significant strides, using centuries-old knowl-
edge to forge sustainable solutions.

Local tribal leader Jemuel Perino discussed
the success of local initiatives, supported by the
UN Development Program’s Adaptation Fund
Climate Change Innovation Accelerator (AF-
CIA), in educating his community on effective
prevention and mitigation techniques to deal
with the growing impacts of climate change.

“The indigenous cultural communities have
their own centuries-old knowledge, systems
and practices and have kept them alive,” Perino
said. “In the Philippines, the government is
promoting their use in environmental protec-

tion and conservation.” “Ee S :
As chairman of the Council of Elders of the
Bukidnon Umayamnon community, Perino
‘has seen the impact of climate change up close.
Erosion, deforestation and biodiversity loss .
have emerged as key threats with devastating
implications for the culture, youth and liveli-
hood of his people. At ,
“In the Philippines, most of our forest
lands and headwaters fall within the ancestral
domains of the various indigenous cultural
communities,” he said. “There is a real need

for the world to fully recognize their important

contributions in conserving the environment
that benefits the entire population.” - '

To combat the growing impacts of climate
change in the region, Perino coordinates a lo-
cally organized project under the community-
based organization, Bukidnon Umayamnon

Tribe Kapu-unan To mga Datu. _
Supported by the UN via an AFICIA grant,
the project also seeks to tackle deforestation
and pollution while generating sustainable in-
come for indigenous peoples by promoting the
planting of bamboo and cocoa by local farmers
in Mindanao. That includes training people on
cultivating, harvesting and marketing, = .
~ Perino explained that the initiative is slated
to plant 20 hectares of vegetation along the Pu-

by

i River. He added that bamboo is favored
community tobuild houses that are more
istant to floods and storms. ;

After creating new bamboo and cocoa

" plantations in July 2022, farmers have already

started to benefit. The project is currently pro-
viding income to farmers through temporary
labor opportunities and is supporting families
to buy food and other basicitems. -

limate change may hamper



STRATEGIC

COMMUNICATION

AND
INITIATIVES
SERVICE

Abrvaderiokat o business

BusinessMirror

PAGE 1
STORY

BANNER
STORY

RN

EDITORIAL

CARTOON

PAGE

Study fiscal impact of lower
govt staff’s retirement age’

By BurcH FERNANDEZ ¥ @butchfBM

ian is seeking a rigid actuarial

analysis and the fiscal implica-
tions of lowering the compulsoryand
optional retirement age for govern-
ment personnel. ;

“It seems everyone supports the
reduction of mandatory and com-
pulsoryageretirementand everyone
agrees thatuponretirement, theba-
sisof pension computationshouldbe

S ENATOR Sherwin T. Gatchal-

_ onesalary grade higher,” Gatchalian

noted atarecent publichearing con-
ducted by the Senate Committee on
Civil Service on the proposal.

The hearing also tackled a sepa-

rate measure that calls for the auto-
maticpromotion of government offi-
cialsand employees uponrehrement
f'rom govemment service.

“The sustainability of such a
pension design boils down to the
computation of the life of the fund,”

Gatchalian said during the hearing, -

“Also, if you want to maintain the
life of the fund, I want to know how

~much the government is going to

subsidize in terms of equity as both
proposals call for an early payout or
a bigger payout.”

The senator was referring to the
Government Service Insurance Sys-
tem (GSIS), which provides social
security coverage for employees in
the public sector.

Gatchalian emphasized the need
for the GSIS to be present during the

. hearmg to enhghtenus andprovide

us with the cognputa.tions..”
As chief of the Senate Commit-
tee on Basic Education, he has been

receiving calls for legislation that
. would allow public school teachers

toretire early. Attherecent hearing,

Gatchalian also asked the Civil Ser- |

vice Commission to study the pen-
sion systems in different countries
and determine the best practices.

- Thesenatorsaidlawmakers “need
to find out the best practtces bemg

done in other countries in terms of

civil servant retirement so we will

have an idea of how other jurisdic-
' tions are doing this.

“Some trends are changing such
as life expectancy, which will affect
pension schemes; and we should
study those very carefully,” the law-
maker added.

Gatchalian had earlier filed Sen-
ate Bill 944, which seeks to amend
RepublicAct8291 (Government Ser-
vice Insurance Act of 1997) to lower
the compulsory and optional retire-
ment age of government employees
from 65 years old to 60 years old and
from 60 years old to 55 years old, re-
spectively. The measure has already

‘been approved by the House of Rep-

resentatives in January this year.
“Ifapprovedintolaw, therewillbe
employment opportunities for more

- Filipinos, particularly the younger

generation who are more adept in
new methods and technological ad-
vancementswhicharenowbecoming
essentialin theworkplace,” Gatchal-
ian saLd

DATE
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~ Astronomical Services Admin-
Jistration.

_ ‘sustained winds of

 weather forecaster

Hanna out, but monsoon rain petrsisis

By BELLA CARIASO

Ty;phaon Haxmahas exited the
Philippine area of responsibility
but ' will continue to enhance the
southwest monsoon and brmg
rains in many areas in the coun-
try, according to the Phili gmd

PAGASA said the egieuk ‘s
1 was

' (international name

located at 360 kilometers northwest

of Itbayat, Batanes with maximum

120 kms, per

hournearthe center and gustiness

of up to 165 kph as it moves north-
tward at 15 kph.

“The southwest monsoon

currently enhanced by Typhoon

‘Hanna will bring rains over the

western on of Luzon in the

'maxt three days,” PAGASA said.

- According to the state weather

“Tt is forecast to make Iandfall
over the coast of Guangdong or

'Fujian, China (’Ihesday) morm::ﬁ

or afhemoon as a severe tro
storm. Rapid weakening wi
sue as the tropical cyclone moves
further inland over Guangdong,
China,” it added.

PAGASA

‘At a press briefing,
Badrina
said the weather bureau 18 cur-

rently monitoring cloud clusters

in Northern Luzon.

“This (cloud clushem) is not yet.
a low—pressure area, but we will
continue to monitor. %arenotdw—

counting the possibghty that it will
mto alow- areain

develop pressure
the next few days,” Badrina said.
He said the enhanced south-
west monsoon will contmue
to bring rains in many areas in
Northern Luzon, particularly the
Tlocos region, as well as Ce:nh‘al
Luzon, Bataan, Zambales, Metro
Manila, certain areas in Calabar-
zon (Cavite, Laguna, Batangas,
Rizai, Quezon) and portions of
Mimaropa (Mindoro, g/lanndu-
que, Romblon, Palawan).
“Strong rains will persist in
Tlocos Region, Zambales, Bataan,
Occidental Mindoro, Metro Ma-
nila, Cordillera Ad istrative
Region, Tarlac, Pampanga, Bula-
can, Rizal, Nueva Ecija, Cavite,

‘Batanes and many parts of Cala-

barzon,” Badrina added.

He said that by Wednesﬂay,
the concentration of
be in the Ilocos, Zam

esand

once Typhoon Hanna m.
fall over !hecoast of Gue
China,” Badrina said.

land-
gdong,

PAGASA said a gale warning

is in effect for the seaboards of
Northern Luzon, wesl;em and
southern seaboards of Luzon and
the western seaboard of Visayas.

Damage to agriculture Wfﬁe

‘tinuous rains, disaster authori

Heavy rainfall due to the
sou&lwestmonsoonenhancedby
:Kg and Hanna over

past sever 1 days has caused
damage to agriculture reachmg

.rentl at P192 6

ins will

T s

in the westem'secl:lon of Luzon, ;

more than P584.7 million.
3 'Ihef:;ﬁ()ﬁa]])lsasber Risk Fe-
uction ent Cour ol
(NDRRMC) said V tn Visayas
was most affected, with damafe
reaching P356. 1 million as of Sept 1
Cagayan Valley also sustain :d
hea losses to agriculture cir-
ion, follow:d
aat P29 6million and
‘entral Luzon with P5.7 millic n.
The NDRRMC said these i1-
clude crop area damage, dama ;e
to infrastructure, machinery ar d
equipment and overall produ -

tion losses.

Heavy rains, fle and othar
related incidents left at least two
~dead in Western Visay.s
and m Cordﬂleras, and one }r -
Bgrted missing also in Westeirn

Tﬁe NDRRMC said a total «f
140,101 families or 514,153 pe -
sons have been affected by the

monsoon rams in _' oht chﬂere: t

,ymgim

cernters
ected Luzon and Visayas
1ces.

The NDRRMC said a totzl
of 1,349 dam,aged houses wer>
ted in the Ilocos, Cagayan
y Central Luzon, Calabar-
a, Western Visaya:
dilleras.
nga, atleast 45 baran
still looded due to con

ties reported yesterday Witt
Mlchapal Pulx tyan, Ramor
¢ Sapnu, Cesa

Ran:urez Rt[dy Santos




