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DENR: 33 air
monitoring
stations in MM
need upgrade

‘The 33 air monitoring stations in Metro
Manila need upgrading to ensure accu-
rate data, an official of the Department
of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR) said over the weekend, after.
pollution-related smog smothered Metro
Manila residents on Friday, forcing local
government units to suspend classes due
to poor air quality and visibility. ;

In a radio interview, DENR Envi-
ronmental Management Bureau (EMB)

National Capital Region Environment

Turn to Page 3

DENR ron s

Monitoring Enforcement Division
officer-in-charge Linel Manayang
added that the air has improved in
Metro Manila after some parts were
deemed “acutely unhealthy” for
residents on Friday.

“So far, we have 33 air quality
monitoring stations in Metro Manila
situated in all the cities, including
the municipality of Pateros. So far,
all the air quality monitoring equip-
ment is properly maintained and
operational, but some need to be
upgraded for better catchment and
good result of air quality data, so that
our readings will be more accurate,”
Manayang said.

He said that the EMB plans to
increase the monitoring screens in
' Metro Manila to inform the public of
the actual air quality in their respec-
tive areas.

“We have a data center, wherein
all the results of the air quality mon-

itoring stations are being captured
in real time, and we flash in certain
public places like in Ortigas. We
have identified possible additional
sites like Paranaque, Common-
wealth Ave. to install additional
screens where the public can have
air quality real time monitoring,”
Manayang added.

According to him, the air quality
in Metro Manila ranged from good to
fair in the last days, but deteriorated
on Friday due to the volume of ve-
hicles in the streets.

“Our normal (air quality) was
only 35 (micrograms per normal
cubic meter or pg/Ncm), but on
Friday the air quality in some areas
reached 128,141 ug/Nem,” Manay-
ang explained.

The DENR classifies air quality
of 101 to 150 pg/Nem as unhealthy
as people with respiratory disease
such as asthma are advised to limit
outdoor exposure; while air quality
of 151 to 200 ug/Nem is considered

as very unhealthy as pedestrians are

advised to avoid heavy tratfic areas;
and 201 to 300 pug/Ncm as 1cutely
unhealthy as pedestrians should
limit outdoor exposure

Based on the monitoring of the
EMB on Sept. 22, the air qualily index
(AQI), which monitors six criteria
pollutants to determine how clean
or polluted the airis, reached as high
as 217 points in Parafiaque C ity, 141
points in Pateros and 128 points in
Makati.

“The high air quality level which
resulted in smog, was due to exces-
sive emission of heavy traffic, espe-
cially during rush hour,” Manayang
added.

Based on latest data trom the
DENR, the air quality in Manda-
luyong City and Antipolo City in
Rizal ranged between 51 and 100
ug/Nem or classified as fair; and
between one and 50 ug/Nem or
good in Caloocan City, Makati
City, Paranaque City, Pateros, San
Juan City, Taguig City, Pateros and
Batangas.
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The Philippine At-

mospheric, Geophysi-

cal and Astronomical

- Services Administra-

tion (PAGASA) stated

. on Sunday, Sept. 24,

that it has not observed
any noticeable smog
in the National Capi-
tal Region (NCR) and
neighboring areas as
of 8 a.m.

In a phone inter-
view with Manila Bul-

_letin, PAGASA weather

specialist Benison Es-
tareja said there was
"no current threat"
from the smog.

“For now, based
on our ohservatiaas
it's [smog] really nota
threat,” Estareja said.

r eports

‘é'!'emi*er’ air in Metro
Manila, nearby area

On Sept. 22, smog cioakeﬂ Metro
Manila and other areas. PAGASA said
the smog was due to "thermal inver-
sion", which occurs when "cool air,
typically found at higher altitudes,

‘remains closer to the earth's surface
than warm air."

Meanwhile, Estareja explained
that the air condition in the National
Capital Region (NCR) and other near-
by areas was much ''clearer", and the
environment was "safer" compared
to the conditions in the past few days.

Despite this, PAGASA is not ruling
out the threat of smog, and urged the
‘public to exercise caution by carrying
face masks when outdoors.

“Pwede namang magtanggal ng
mask, but make sure na mayroon
kayong dala (You can remove your

- mask, but make sure you have one

‘withyou),” Estareja explained. (Lizst
Torres Abello)
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Vog, smog, haze worsen quality of air;
public awareness on pollution heightened

etro Manilans and those in the Calabar-
zon region received a generous dose of
- science education last Friday, Sept. 22,
=#=when the hazy atmosphere prompted
the suspension of classes. Alerts were also given
to those proximately affected by Taal Volcano's
continuing activity.
The Philippine Institute of Volcanology and Seis-
mology (Phwolcs) retracted its initial declaration

‘that volcanic smog, or vog, was the cause of the

haze, noting the west-southwest direction of the
emissions from Taal Volcano toward other Batangas
towns, and not toward Metro Manila.

Another agency, the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources’ Environmental Management
Bureau (DENR-EMB) stated that “hazy skies in Met-
ro Manila...may be attributed to ground-level and
suspended Particulate Matter (PM) concentration.
Then, another termmn — thermal inversion — was
injected into the briefing. Thermal inversion occurs
when the layers of the atmosphere do not mix,
causing aerosols to get trapped.

DENR-EMB explained further: “Normally, air

_temperature decreases w1t&'mcma&mg alt;ltude,;,l '
but during an. inversion, warmer air is held below

the cooler air. An inversion can alaowgpress con-
vection which is the ability of pe ita
vertically, causing visibly trapiiéd pax'timlatemtter
closer to the ground.”

The main cause of the phenomenon, thaeﬁore

. _was the presence of significant amounts of Particu-
late Matter — in simple terms, air Imlluﬁan — that

hovered closer to the groumi, ins!!!ad o:l" drifting
into the skies.

The Philippine Atmosphuic Gmm@l and

Astronomlcal Services (PAGASA), our good old

1t(s) to move

electric vehicles maidalsp ont

mation for the citizenry’s guidance.

weather bureau, chimed in to explain the rathe
unusual “meteorological conditions” last Friday it
Metro Manila, Calabarzon and some Central Luzor
provinces. It cited “the presence of very small parti-
cles...trapped close to the surface (or nearer grournc
level) due to the presence of a thermal inversion
high humidity, and calm wind conditions.” Usually
“the inversion disappears later in the day as hea
from the sun allows the mixing of the air, allowing
the aerosols to disappear.” But the haze persists
when cloudy conditions prevail.

Meanwhile, residents in the immediate vicinity
of Taal Volcano, have been warned of the persisten
and rising amount of vog whose chemical compo-
nent is sulfur dioxide, which can irritate the eyes
throat, and respiratory system.

To recap, the smog that blanketed Metro Manilz
last Friday and through Saturday, was caused by
heavy traffic emissions and thermal inversion, not
by Taal Volcano’s continuing smoke emission.

This drives home anew the imperative need to
curb air pollution to ensure that the air we breathe

; susfam their mpﬂgn ﬁl_:- - 8

vehicles. More effectiv
such as the EDSA Bus
sustained and further enh

to the miti of air pollut
pollution persists or worsens, com
constrained to wear anew‘ face m

~ protection. i 5 17 .
~ Concerned 'w"’:a.'-- af st do what
is needed to give accurate and : blic infor-
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- Smog is not vog

ookmg out the window from the sixth
floor of a high-rise on a busy Thursday
afternoon brought a momentary sense
. of relief. This was largely brought on by
the sight of trees that managed to block the
streets below. Imagine waking up the next
day to see a less-than-clear view. Upon step-

ping out of the building, there was a distinct.

but indescribable scent and the air felt dense.

My éhest.felt% a little heavy and the act of
e a conscious effort. Check-

breathing bec.
ing for other signs that would prompt even a
hard-headed physician to go for a consulta-
tion and finding none, I went on to face a full
day of work but not without having intermit-
tent thoughts of how we have not only con-
tributed but continuously added to the pos-
sible threat of eventually putting a price on
something that is for free: the air we breathe.

According to the World Health Organiza-
tion website, ingcua, ‘ambient (outdoor) air
pollution was estimated to have caused 4.2 mil-
lion premature deaths worldwide. From that
number, 88 percent occurred in low- and mid-
dle-income countries, with the greatest num-
ber in the WHO Southeast Asia and Western
Pacific regions.” Having written about other
public health concerns in the past, it is without
a doubt that we are strong contenders to win-
mngaraceﬂlatnobodywantsormshesmm

SmogvsVog. Smag isa term derived from the
union of two words, smoke and fog. If you have

heard the term “London fog,” it was a crisis in the
1gth century brought on as a result of the bumn-
ing of fossil fuels, from coal. The resulting
air pollution not reduced visibility but was a
cause of respiratory ailments namely pneumonia

and bronchitis and worse, death. Today, what we
are experiencing and seeing is more of a photo-
chemical smog which is described as a complex
chemical reaction from sunlight, nitrogen oxides,
and volatile o
daily human acti ‘l'es

e ETTY

compounds generated from
(use of fuel, paints, etc) that |

FATIMA IGNACIO GIMENEZ

are present in the atmosphere. Volcanic sinog or
vog on the other hand, as lifted from the recent
infographic released by our colleagues from the
Philippine Academy of Pediatric Pulmonologists,
“is a visible haze which often smells like fireworks

and contains highly acidic aerosols comprising of

sulfur dioxide (SO2) and other pollutants emitted
by the volcano. It is an irritant to the skin, eyes,
nose, throat, and is known to aggravate preexist-
ing abnormal lung conditions.” ;

[From that same document, in line with in-
creasing the level of awareness that may hope-
fully promote better health-seeking behavior,
adherence to preventive measures, and self-
care, it stated the different symptoms that can
manifest from vog exposure namely, shortness
of breath, cough, headache, low energy level, in-
creased phlegm production, watery, or red eyes
and subsequent recommendations in verbatim:

1. Avoid outdoor activities that cause
heavy breathing.

2. Drink plenty of fluids, maintain ade-
quate hydration.

3. Avoid tobacco/vape use and exposure.

4. Stay indoors. Keep windows and doors
closed to prevent entry of vog.

5. Set air conditioner to recirculate mode
when in use at home or in vehicles.

6. Atways keep emergency and ma ntenance
medications on hand and readily avail ble.

7. Make outdoor trips quick and wear a
high particulate filtration guality fice mask
like Ng5 for protection.

8. Seek medical consultation if yo Ldevelqp

; symptoms of vog exposure.

There are several things that |
to point out.

First, before we are subspecia ists and
pediatricians, we are genera! physicians and
these aforementioned recommendations
are not specific to the pediatric population,
though children are more vulnerabl -

Second, whether vog or smog, both are
capable of causing major health -oncerns
that can initiate and precipitate both com-
municable and noncommunicable diseases,
and exacerbate preexisting health cc nditions.

Third, number seven was writtrn in thfg
context of vog exposure. Nevertheless, the

w ould like

“pandemic has taught everyone the value of

wearing a face mask as one of the preven-
tive measures in helping prevent th e risk of
transmitting respiratory diseases, not only
the COVID-19 virus but influenza and oth-
er viruses that can cause the comn.on cold.
Though generally self-limiting, thes> viruses
may be exceptionally dangerous for the vul-
nerable and the immunocompromisd.

In the past weeks, the majority of the con-
sults in the clinic have been respiracc ryin na-
ture which has caused children to [.e absent
from school. Colleagues have cone down
from it as well. Yes, it is that season Stay up
to date on your needed immunizzat ons and
adhere to basic hygienic practices.

Last but not least, looking at the v hole sit-
uation, we have to be more conscious about
doing our share in curbing pollution, and [ am
not just speaking of the environment %k{nd

"

timgim 67@yahoo com
7
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ode

| amAng,whowasappohhedpremdmtofSMSmatthy

Infrastructure and Corp. in November last year,

toldmelastwmkﬁ\at&mwmﬂdbemSMmall :

inths plarmdnewredamahmmea,alﬂwughﬁmﬂmﬂmds
ld of course be connected to SM’s Mall of Asia complex.

ersities, providing and maintaining

the new reclaimed area for extensions of their schools, research

15 and medical facilities.

As far back as 2012, Ang said the Sy clan — the country’s

ichest according to Forbes — was already considering a lega
'_ a way of giving back for their immense blessings

posal of thePasay Clty government pmwd?.

bete reclaimed islands in Manila Bay that SM will
maintain, at no cost to the government or the public, since
izatio mnot&wprhmqrob]ecuve,.ﬁngsmd,

and wi beallncatedcerhmamaa“mmeusewmmmﬁﬁ:
iscretion. Whether the two government agencies will limit
ialization of their allocated spaces will be up to
TS,
mllbetwolqlmnehemof‘mvmgskmelnw”tomm
Libert o Bad&topofﬂxg Duhdltedmubgym
inPasay and in Parafiaque.
baqm\glappedto prevent the project from causing f
in the two cities, and a wavewaﬂ”isdesagnedtobﬁakﬂle
imy] ofsummrgé& :
not trust allruzstlcdamrsofﬂ\ecmmﬁy’s
hﬂ:eer ﬁ;lﬂ:mﬁﬁﬂﬂesaf:nﬂy&itdnmybeablebopawade
pyblic t being on me ea:ndwanhngto
back, it will bethe Sys. he e
r nately for the family; their legacy project is currently
boggeddownmﬂlepm\bleofemmmolvmg
ati ad:mhesm&xebay

.-

other physical scientists, the

‘private partnership, which drew an offer from

'IheDeparhnem.of EnwmnmtandNatm'al Resources is
an assessment of 22 reclamation projects in Manilz
Bay. The DENR assessment will involve “trans-disciplinary

. work,” according to a statement from the Presidential

Communications Office, with “inputs from sodial scientists,
communities, and academicians.”

- Apart from the social scientists, the DENR will tap the
expertise of oceanographers,climate scientists, geologists and
statement declared.

All 22 projects were approved between 2019 and 2021
by the administration of Rodrigo Duterte, who in 2018 had
ordered Boracay shut down at the height of the summer
travel Seasonbecausehe:imdtl'l.ewatermneﬂedhke s**¢"and
the island had turned into a “cesspool.”

'Il'ueDENRsmdon@&n'eeofﬂ'neZZMa:ﬁhBay projects
are ongoing; the rest are ; - through various stages of the
approval process. Fisherfolk, on the otherhand, say reclamation
work has started in other projects, dmn.rptmgtimrhwhhocﬁb

-and causing flooding in affected communities. Did proponents

of these projects get dlearance to proceed from the PRA?
All reclamation activities in the bay are supposed to be
mspended,butaTVmportsknwedworkmnmunngmone

Envm)mnem advocates sumly welcome the suspension
order and the thorough review being carried out by the DENR.
But in countries with coherent policies, the process is reversed:

the multidisciplinary assessment comes first, not of each project
application, but of the long-term policy on bay reclamation.

The basic question should have been answered first, based
on multi-stakeholder consultations: do we want further
reclamation in Manila Bay? If yes, what would be the impact
of the policy on different aspects of life? Should decisions on
reclamation be allowed piecemeal, with local government
units authorized to solicit proposals and give the green light
for specific projects? Does the bay belong to any particular
LGU? Since local executives serve foronly three years, with
no certainty of reelection, their decisions can be overtumed
with a change of adnumsuahom

A decade ago,tleasay -decided it wanted to
albwﬁxee:qm‘monofxtsmdammdama,a;ﬂpwﬁpedapublic-
SM Group
The offer was subjected to a Swiss challenge. When rival Ayala
Land failed to submit a counter-proposal, SM became the joint
venture partner of Pasay for a 300-hectare reclamation project
costing P54.5 billion, to'be fully financed by SM and tareted
for completion in seven years.
‘Thiswasbackin2013.SMalsolater areclamation deal
fm‘moﬁ‘m%ﬂhedar&wﬂhthePamﬁaquegovmt The
two projects went through a decade of vetting by over a dozen
'SM got the formal clearance to proceed from Pasay in 2019,
but the ic forced the suspension of all work, and it
turned out that it needed a final green light from the PRA. This
was granted in 2021. By that time, however, other developers
a Davao-based group had jumped into the fray and
wanted, literally, their own pieces of the ba
Aproject near ﬂ‘teUSembassymcludes&xe destruction of
the area behind the Quirino Grandgtand that houses Occan
Park. The project was denounced by the em for the
mvolvement of a state-owned Chinese firm blacklisted by
the US g mZGZOﬁ)utspartlupahonmamhaal
island building in the South China Sea.
* Following the US denunciation, President Marcos
suspmded all reclamation projects in the bay.
This controversy has become a &homme of the many ills
plaswns wéwmry e oy
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Economlc lmpact of reclamation projec ts

MUCH of the hullabaloo over the reclamation projects in

Manila Bay is centered on one particular project that has
drawn the attention of the US embassy and since then, the

work in the others have been stopped while studies are bem]g done

on thexr impact to the environment. This has created an unli

kely im-

passe that begs the question on the impact of a reclamation project.

e reclamation projects per se
ad for us? And here the issue of
the environment crops up. Taken,
however, from an economic lens,
the reclaiming of lands has huge
ecohom:.cbeneﬁts that far outweigh
that of the environment, a fact that
h snot been lost on Rep. Joey Sarte

ceda,chairmanofthe House Ways

Means Committee.

ects to ramp up economic activ-
ity Much analysis, it is said, leads
ralysis and this should not
be e ase. The sooner thatthe
impasse s resolved, the sooner
can the country benefit from lhe

sooner can the country benefit from

thet«remendouseconomlcboomtha‘f 7

the pro]ects will trigger.
Imagine LGUslike Paranaque be-
1ng able to raise enough to fund the

building of more schools, or hiring -
more STEM (suence,techqxgal.gnsj UE e
neering and math) tutors toaddress
%:.idents Ieammgwdi;sab;jines: A

brought by their
gadg ts, or even

entration on

condbxﬁmi« 0

In abudg& hearing of the appro-
priations committee, he surmised

‘that at a conservative estimate of

'P2,500 per square meter, the com-

bined 6,000 hectares of land-will

translate to half of the country’s
gross domestic product: And that is
just the cost of the land, which is ac-

 tuallyafourthofitsprevailingworth.

Add the economic value of business

developmnt such as the building
of a tourist-oriented establishment
thatwillmean morejobscreated, the
taxes that will accrue to the LGUs,
and the increased economic activity
areenoughreasonstonudge the gov-
ernment to green tht'the projects.
" Afterall, itis imperative for the
country to energize the economy
given the gargantuan debts we have
to pay down the road, no thanks to
Covid. And if the environment issue
isplayedonourreclamationprojects,
we can point to the fact that in the
United States, there are 220 operat-
ing coal plants while we have only
22 plants that are now being asked
to be stopped due to environmental
considerations.

The economic impact of a recla-

. mation project should provide the

platform for the DENR to allow the
continuation of the projects to ramp
upeconomicactivity. Muchanalysis,
it is said, leads to paralysis and this
should not be the case. The sooner
that the impasse is resolved, the

s e

ums for rent-to-own schemes for

ighs t] e-pm;ectednsksat—
tached to them, such as the possible
loss of the famed Manila Bay sunset.
Actually, with the reclaimed land
alongManilaBay, the LGUscanband
t@ether to create a tourist des;;.na-
tion that will rival other tourism
sites. Forinstance,aboardwalkcould

be built with different kinds of res- -

taurants offering native delicacies.
/Also, a bike lane can bé designated
in the area, and a place for walking
enthusiastsand even amuseumand
. a bird sanctuary. Aside from these,
severallanes canbe established that
will allow local and foreign tourists
to'enjoy being in the said sites.

_ Ansl as f_grﬂghe risks linked to

pm‘tﬁhan aiactﬁaaf“fa;m-t offhe"

prOjects in other parts

5.
; ation projects

are now 3p€ndmg money to balance
economy and ecology, and these in-
clude constructing breakwaters and
seawalls that will reinforce coastal
defenses. Ripraps are also put in
placetoensurenon-erosion. All t}cse
developments go with the ongoing
reclamation projects and these re
what the developers are doing.
For Dr. Edgardo Alabastro, Ph.
« D., Chief Executive of Technotrix
Integrated Services Corp, one of
the reclamation project developers,
the impasse created by the contin-
ued suspension “could prejudice the

' ‘attainment of benefits that would

accrue with the full development
of the reclamation project. On full
velog , socio-economic ber-

. eﬁh&awlllﬁleer down to the public

- and communities, especially in t}e
territorial jurisdiction of the recla-

‘mation project. Jobs and livelihood
would be made available.”
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| Habltat presewatlon prepagates more medlcinal trees, plants

| :
|i_ERDB df(ector Maria Lourdes Ferrer

 HABITAT protection will preserve me-
| plants and allow them to multi-
ply and enable experts to maximize the

economic and health values of ths veg-
E%perts su'essed the need to imple-
conservation efforts to protect and
PWT&IE_ te medicinal plants amid cli-
mate change and other threats. :
Tﬂe Department of Environment
Nammi Resources—Ecosystems
R h and Development Bureau
(DE]ﬁR ERDB), the principal research
arm q,nd thlnk tank of the DENR, hosted

- the ASEAN Conference on Medicinal

‘Forest Trees in Pampanga and cited
their huge potentml for the health of

 Filipinos.

Around 117 p@:ﬁclpmm from the

| Philippines, Indonesia, India, Bangla-
" desh, Nepal and Pakistan took part in

the three-day conference. .

ERDB dmmrMam Lourdes Ferrer
said forest species studies had shown
the links between nature and human
health as exploited by indigenous peo-
ple worldwide in treating diseases.

Ferrer stressed the need to gather

- and preserve indigenous knowledge on
‘medicinal plants and forest trees given -
 their benefits and potentlal for econom-

ic actwnty !

“As we embark on this intellectual
journey, let us remember that our dis-
coveries have the potential to touch
lives, alleviate suffering and shape the
course of healthcare and medicinal for-
est trees specles eenservatlon, said
Ferper, 00" J

ERDB assistant director Conra-
do Marquez said habitat protection
- through active management of forests,

governance with the appropriate fund-

ing allocation arg vital for medicinal
forest trees to adopt and become resﬂ-

ient to climate change.

“We are working now on a technol-
ogy called tree fortification. We are try-
ing to fortify trees in a manner that will
make them more resilient to pests anc to
add to the viability and manageability of
particular tree species,” said Marquez.

Tree fortification seeks to protect
threatened tree species and increcse
their population. The ERDB is also co-|
ing other vegetative propagation mea-
sures such as cloning to address scarc ly'
of species.

Dr. Pastor Malabrigo Jr., professor at |
the University of the Philippines Los
Bafios, said based on thé database of
medicinal species in the country, 4.6
tree species have known medicinal vel-
ue. |

“We have 3,500 tree spe(:les. It’s safe
to assume that we are underutilizing our |
plant resources. There are rare, threat- |
ened species, the public is not familiar
with, which are not being used. We have |
to give attention to these,” said Malabri- |
gou oM :

- He encouraged the event poster pre-
senters to publish their researches on
medicinal plants for people to recognize
thwe and increase public awareness.
DENR News ||
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“There is a tendency that it will

_ lBrad Pitt’ attacks owner in Cebu

| CEBU CITY — “Brad Pitt” has been
over to authorities after he at-
a 62-year-old man in Minglanilla
, southern Cebu recently.
|Brad Pitt, a male Philippine long-
iled macaque and namesake of the
. popular American actor, attacked
' Roberto Caday, who had been keep-

ing the monkey as a pet in his home in

ause of the incident, Brad Pitt
was turned over to the Wildlife Rescue
Center of the Department of Natural
Jurces-Central Visayas (DENR-7)
ekeeping.
monlmyescapedﬁomhmcage
' and attacked Caday, who was bitten in
. d:ffetrntpartsofhmimdy '

unnnum 'Bradﬂu,'ammesakeofm
American actor, is locked up after attacking its
owner. (MyTV Cebu)

Carlo Babiera, DENR-? Wildlife and

- Rescue Center in-charge, said it is pro-

hibited to keep Phﬂlppme long-tailed
macaque as it is mnmdered a wildlife
species.

attack a person especially if it gels
provoked. If the enclosure is not se
cured, it can really hurt someone,
said Babiera.

Babiera said it is not only dan-
gerous to keep wildlife animals as
pets but it is also against the law.

Those who will be caught -

_keeping wildlife animals could be
charged for violation of Republic
Act 9147 or an Act Providing for
the Conservation and Protection
of Wildlife Resources and their
habitats.

“You have to have necessary
permits if you are keeping wildlife
animals, A person can be fined or
imprisoned if caught violating such
law,” said Babiera.
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Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) reported on Sunday.
Aquatic Resources (BFAR) personnel  vessel was approaching.
The CCG vessels usually in-
stall floating barriers whenever
a large number of

de Masinloc lies within
the country's exclusive economic  aboard the BRP Datu Bankaw during
zone (EEZ).

The PCG said a 300-meter-long  Filipino i they
barrier was deployed mﬂ'mmlnm the area said three COG ng-id hull  Filipino fishermen in the area,

BY FRANCO JOSE C. BARONA AND BERNADETTE E. TAMAYO

a routine patrnl on Sam.rdzj'

of the shoal. inflatable boats (RHIBs) and a Chi-  the PCG said.
rier was discovered by:he nese maritime militia service boat

E China Coast Guard (CCG) has installed a ﬂoatmg bar-
er near the Bajo de Masinloc (Scarborough Shoal) in the
| West Philippine Sea to keep out Filipino fishing vessels, the

3

a In a joint statement, the PCG and
PCG and the Bureau of Fisheriesand  put up the barier just as the BFAR  BFAR condemned the deployment of

ﬁ}mﬁonal government agencies in eqsuﬁ,ng tl;g-

~ safety and security of Filipino fishermen. 3

‘Bajo de Masinloc lies about 198 kilometers west of :

Subic Bay, well within the Philippines’ EEZ.
‘The shoal lsalsobemgclanned by China and'l'azwan
Ithad been ac ter byﬂlePhlhppmesaspartof
ﬂle@mﬂnee onambaks until 2012, when China sent
s to drive away Filipino ﬁshmg boats.

eincident prompted the Philippine go?emmemtﬁ

ﬁkmcaaeagm\m(}hma before the Permanent Court of

Arbitration in The Hague, Netherlands in 2013.

~ Manila cnnmstsed the legallty of Béljmg’s nine-dash.
line on which its dmn:i over a vast portion of the South

China Sea is based.

In 2016, the court dedamd Chmas claim as invalid,
at the same time uphuldmg the sovereign rights of the
Phﬂlpmnes in the area. -

The ruling did not stop Chma from building

s:mg:mres on Kagitingan (Fiery Cross), Panganiban

(Subi), Burgos (Gaven), Kennan

:(Ht@m}l Mabini (johnson South) and Calderon (Cu-

artea% Reefs, which are all part of Philippine territory,
__ Several nations support the arbitral  ruling.

remove all these illegal

nese. ma.s:mme furces eventually oc;cup:ed thg:_

/in the Wgst Philippin
would no longer be enjoyed by the next [Filipino

low Chmash_'

the barrier, saying it prevents Filipino
fishing boats from entering the shoal.

The BFAR personnel distributed
grocery items to Filipino fishermen
on 50 boats near the shoal.

They ilso provided fuel subsidies
to the fishermen.

At least four COG vessels with bow
numbers 3065, 3066, 3105 and 3301 at-
tempted to drive away the BFAR vessel,

In their radio challenges, the CCC
crew issued radio wamings to the BEAR
vessel and Filipino fishermen were en-
croaching into Chinese territory. :

The BFAR vessel responded to the

»>BarrierAB

izing esence of mediaperson- * PCG Commandant Admiral A&i&mmAbﬂu»x
Bﬁ@Ruesse] the CCG msels atpaessedhnsmmnntmennosupponBFARand ¥

: Ina statement Sunda Senate President Juan Miguel

PCG “to imm ealﬂely cut and
structures located at our West
Phﬁzppme Sea not just to assert our sovereign rights to
the area but to protect our fishermen from any possﬂ}ie

;afadqnts that may aﬁse from these illegal structures.”

“We, in the Senate, stand ‘by our brave men and
women who risk their lives for the freedoms that we

 enjoy today,” Zubiri said.

- Sen. Ana Theresia “Risa” ‘Hontiveros said in a texi

message China’s “cruelty knows no bounds” as she
urged the government le review its foreign policy

toward China. -

“Filipino ﬁsherfoﬂﬁ are among the poorest in ou
country. They WﬁY’l‘dY{m our seas for their food anc
their livelihood,” Hontiveros said.

Shesmd China had destroyed many coral reef system-
ne Sea. “These natural resource:

gmeflanm, ‘she said in Filipino. -

“I trust that the Philippine Coast Guard can escor-
 and ensure that they pass through th
_dntwems said. “We should no
Iongeraccept actsiike thasgamgunpumshed If we al-
ying to continue, it will cost the lives

of our rown people,:
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The mining sector wishes that
the government will set up a one-

stop shop for the securing of permits
needed to develop mineral resources

 inthe country—similar to the one put

upby the Department of Energy (DOE).

40f course, we’d love to have
streamlined permits. I think DOE is
setting the bar with one-stop shop and
I think if we can replicate that with the
same ideals, I think it will be good (for

the industry),” DMCI Mining Corpora- ¥

tion President Tulsi Das Reyes C. Reyes
said in an interview over the weekend.

He noted that, “right now, we go
to EMB (Environmental Management
Bureau), FMB (Forest Management

'One-stop shop for permits

Bureau), central, regional directors,

you have to have a lot of dealings.
Sometimes there is miscommunica-
tion between the national and local
levels." ! sl I
“So if you have a one-stop shop,
I think it will help clarify some mat-
ters. Who do you follow, LGUs or the
national government? So if we could
speakthe same language, whichIthink
we are doing right now, I thirnk we are
going to see more clarity,” Reyes said.
" He noted that, with government
support for the mining industry, there
are now many nickel miners who are
planning to put up pro- |

cessing plants that require »B-6

Miners’ wish:...

billions of dollars in investments.
“Who would have ever thought that
we would be talking about a $1.5-bil-
lion investment for aprocessing plant? [
have never seen that, | have never heard
that happen. Nickel Asia was the first
one, how many years ago, in the 1970s.

 Just them. Now you are getting PGMC,

CNC, all these second, third, fourth,

fifth, sixth miners in the country, who

now have options to process ore,” Reyes
added. ey
He said the Philippines can be com-

| B=-1a

‘petitive and meet demand for resources

in the global market and a $1.5-billion
processing plant can also provide many
jobs for Filipinos.

“You can do world-class environ-
‘mental procedures following all these
international companies because the
need is there, EV vehicles, in a big, big
way,” Reyes added. b

He pointed out that the past “two-

" and-a-half administrations” havebeen

very progressive in its support for the
rmining sector. (James A. Loyola) -
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MINING FIIIMS BAT FOR HEE“MTURY REFORMS

By Jordeene B. Lagare
@jordeenelagare

Mining executives are batting

for additional reforms to un-
lock additional investments in
thePhlhppme mining sector.

In particular, tycoon Manuel
Pangilinan, who serves as chair

of listed mining company Philex

Mining Corp called for separat-

ing the functions of regulating

and promoting the industry.
Pangilinan said the Mines and
Geosciences Bureau (MGB) and
the Environmental Management
Bureau (EMB), both under the
Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR), have

“conflicting goals” as it places the

' Pangilinan said in his’ spepcb

DENRma“pohcydi’temma.

“Our suggestion is to spm
off the EMB into a separate and’
independent body, similar to
the Environmental Protection
Agency in the US. We don’t
need to create a new depart-
ment with a separate budget,”

during the Mining Philippines
2023 International Conference
and Exhibition held earlier.
Pangilinan said the MGB is re-
sponsible for promoting, develop-
ing and supervising mining while
the EMB is tasked with enforcing
emriromnenta_l laws on mining,
The businessman also

raised health—related and safety

concerns and the explmtatlon

of women and child workers.
The sector, he added, lacks
“clarity of plans and action-
able postmining rehabilitation,
which can restore mine sites to
their original natural state.”
Meanwhile, Tulsi Das Reyes,
president of DMCI Mining Corp.,

., the mining business of Consun-

ji-owned DMCI Holdings Inc.,
said while the current adminis-

tration is “very much support-
ive” of the mining sector, the
permitting process is something
the government can improve.
“The Department of Energy
is setting the bar with one-stop
shop and if we can replicate

“that, I think that’s great,” Reyes

said in a press briefing. g
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‘Miners urge govtto

streamline permits

By VG CaBuag
. - @wﬂygc

HE mmlng sectnr isagking the
government .to set up a one-

stop shop for permitstohasten
thedevelopment of mineral resources
in the country. 0
“Of course, we'd ‘love to have
streamlined permits. [ think DOE [De-

partment of Energylissettingthebar

with one-stop shop and I think if we
can replicate that with the same ide-
als, I think it will be good [for the in-
dustry},"DMCIMfmngPreﬂdent Tulsi
Das C. Reyes said over the weekend.
“Right now, we go to EMB [Envi-
mnmentalManage:hentBunau},FM,B
[Forest Management Bureau] central,
regional directors, you have to have
‘alot of dealings. Sometimes there is
miscommunication between the na-
tional and local 1eiréls
... -Reyessaida oneqtop shopwill hﬁp
cl:mfy laws for miners. | :
" “Who do you follow, LGUs [local
. government units] or the national
government? So if we could speak the

- same language, which I think we are

doing right now; I think we are going
‘to see more clarity.”

He said with government support
for the mining industry, a number of

- nickel miners are now planning to put
- up processing plants that require bil-
“lions of dollars in investments.

“Whowouldhave everthought that
we would be talking about a $1.5-bil-
lzon investmentforaprocessing plant"‘
‘I have never seen that, I have never
heard that happen,” Reyes said.

“Nickel Asia [Corp.] was the first
-one,howmanyyearsago,inthe1970s.

Justthem. Now youare getting PGMC

- [Platinum Group Metals Corp.], CNC
- [Carrascal Nickel Corp.], all these sec-
ond, third, fourth, fifth, sixth miners

in the country, who nqw have options
“to process ore.”

He said the Philippines can be
competltwe and meet demand for re-
“‘sources in the global market,

“You can do world-class environ-
mental procedures followingall these
. international companies because the
need is there.”

DATE
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I Mlnlng urges

BY JANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL -

E

_ mmg subsidiary of llsted DMCI
'Holdings Inc. is supporting a mining
industry proposal to streamline the approval

process for mineral development projects.

DMCI Mmmg Corp Presuient
Tulsi Das Reyes told reporters over
the weekend that a one-stop shop
for permits would be a big boost.

“I'think [the] IPOE (Department

- of Energy) is setting the bar with
one-stop shop, and I think if we
can repllcate that [with regard to
mining and] mt#} the same ideals,

1 thinkits good,” he added.

Reyes said the process currently

has to go through agencies such as
the Environmental Management
Bureau, Forest Management Bu-
reau, and the central and regional

offices of the Department of Envi-

ronment and National Resources.
“Sometimes there is miscom-

" munication ... so if you have a
'one-stop shop, [ think that will
help clarify some matters, he
added.

Expeditious permit issuances,
Reyes claimed, would open up
competition and help mining
firms meet global demand.

“You need competition, you need
the resource for global demand and
supply, and there's no joke [that the]
Philippines can provide supply for
global dernand,” he added

During a business conference
last month, Philippine Nickel
Industry Association President
Dante Bravo said they were dis-

cussing theidea of a one-stor shop
with the government.
He called the current process

“tedious,” sometimes taking iveto
10 years. This could be shor ened
1o a year or even six month: with

a one-stop shop, Bravo claimed.

*[1}f we can sort of streanline
and identify, really, that this is a
priority program, it's a lot ea: ier to
convince investors,” he contiued.
. ‘Bravo also noted that in( ustry
development efforts shou d in-
clude exploration and extriction
aside from the government's focus
on attracting investors in ‘alue-
added processing.
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Climate mactlon slows down fi

NSUFFICIENT
yrogress towards

climate goals is
slowing down the
global fight against
poverty, hunger and
deadly diseases,
according toa report
released by the UN
World Meteorological |
Organization (WMO)..

UN Secretary-General Anténio
Guterred cchoed that message, warns=
ing that record temperatures and ex-
treme weather were “cousing havoc”™
around the world.

The global response has fallen “far
short,” Gulerres recently said, just as
latest UN data indicates that the Sus-
tainable Development Goals (SDGs)
are only' |5 percent on track ai the
midway point of the 2030 Agenda.

According to ' WMO, current poli-
cies will lead to global warming of at
least 2.8 /degrees Celsius above
industrial levels over the course of this
century==well above the Paris Agree-
ment target of 1.5°C.

This year's northern hemisphere
summer has been the hottest on re-
cord, prompting the UN chief last
week to reiterate his call for a “surge
inaction. |

Guterres underscored in his fore-
word to the report that weather, cli-
mate and 'water-related sciences can
“supe e progress on the SDGs
across the board.”

‘The United in Science report, which
combines expertise from 18 UN organi-
zations and partners, shows how climate

and carly ings can save
lives and livelihoods, advance food and
water security, clean enctmr and better
health.

After recent ﬂﬂdlﬂ% in Libya that has
claimed thousands of W\es. WMO Sec-
I Petteri T

Climate change protesters take to the sireets of London, United Kingdom. news.un.org

S THEEARTHIS I A
} CRITiCAL CONDITION

¥

GOVERNMENT

IRACTION 15 KILLING

crippled the agency’s capacity to fore-
cast hazards.

The head of the country’s meteoro-
lnginalmviumld Inmlh-lmstnl’her

and

THE EARTH

i g
TR

The report’s authars explore the link
between life-saving food production
and nutrition, and investments in weath-

er sciences and services which enable

weu unable to “run Iheur business In a
normal way,” he said.
“They are not able to fo this

f: to make on crops and
planting.
E.aﬂy wlrnmsa are nlso crucial to

kind of hish-impam weather events

retary-Cenera! it
that a lack of ad ca-

B

Fmﬂy can have Ifnd'ly consequences
or & country when faced with extreme
weather events. ; i

He highlighted the risky situation de-
wveloping in Sudan, where conflict has

eather events are also a key
factor in the spread of global hunger and
the new seeks (o inform urgent
action on this front as the UN estimates
that nearly 670 million people may be
food insecure in 2030,

inl areas ofcmp
failure that may ‘lead to emergencios.”
“United in Science™ includes analysis
from the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC), which wamed
that climate change apd exireme events
such as heatwaves are set to “signifi-
cantly incrense ill health and premature
deaths.”

‘The report’s findings show! that inte-
grating epidemiology ard climate in-
formation makes it possile to forecast
and prepare for o eals of climate-
sensitive discases, & i
dengue.

Early-waming systeris ¢an also
help to reduce poverty by giving peo-
plc the chance to anki cip: e and “limit

impact” of

‘l'ha WMO-led r
between 1970 and there were
nearly 12,000 reporied d sasters from
weather, climate and waler &xtremes,
causing $4.3 willion in economic logs-
es—ithe majority of them in develop-
ing countries.

WMO deplored the fac: that so far,
there has been “very limit=d progress™
in reducing the gap between promises
that countries mads to reduce greens
house gas emissions and the level
of emissions cuts really needed to
achieve the temperature zoal of the
Paris Agreement.

To limit global warming to 1.5°C,
global greenhouse gas emissions must
be reduced by 45 percen: by 2030,
with carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions
falling close to net zero by 2050,

The report”s authars wrot= thut while
mﬁmnchungcs;rcmmmm
avoidable, “every faction of a degree
and ton of ©O2 matters 1o | imit global
warming and schieve the SCOs."

WMO has also underscored the im-
portance of the UN's “*Early Wamings
for All” initiative giming 1o :nsure that
“everyone on Earth is protccied from
hazardous weather, water, or climate
events through life-saving sarly wam-
ing systems by the ¢nd of 2027,

Currently, only half of the countries
worldwide report having adequate
multi-hazard early waming :ystems,

UN News
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