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, 'l'he September 7 to 12 survey results 49 percent), and Visayas (71 percent to 
8 shoved 55 percent of 1,500 respondents 52 percent). 

~t appceciated the President's work perfor- His approval rating rose s~~ghtly from 

P RESIDENT Ferdinand Marcos Jr. continues to mance a seven-point decline fmm the 62 63 percent m 64 percent in tile ~ i s a y s .  I 'Connected to the leas positive senti- I the 'IUst and the people P e ~ $ r ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ d " ~ ~ w e r  ratings m a t s  o[ Filipino this q u a ,  approval 1 
despite .having "significant" drops in his in ketro Manila (61 percent in second ratings of the top country officials take 

ratings, WBLiCUS Asia IncSrs third quarter survey quaner 10 52 percent in third quarter), a significant blow, hitting lowest in five 
Nonh Central Lumn (GO percent to 56 quanen,' PUBLiCUS said. released on Thursday showed. percent), south Luson (55 percent to >DeclineAZ 

Abalos Jr. (40 percent), Science and Technology Secretary Renato 
Solidum Jr. (39 percent), Health Secretary Teodoro "Ted Herbosa (36 
percent), Tourism Secretary Christina Garcia Frasco (34 percent), Labor 
Secretary Bienvenido Laguesma (33 percent), Transportation Secretary 
Jaime Bautista (32 percent), Foreign Affairs Secretary Enrique Manalo 
(32 percent), Information and Technology Secretary Ivan John Uy (32 4 

percent), National Economic and Development Authority Arsenio 
Balisacan (31 percent), Budget Secretary Amenah Pangandaman (31 
percent), Trade Secretary Alfredo Pascual (31 percent), Executive 
Secretav Lucas Bersa (31 percent), Public Waks Secretary Manuel 
Bonoan (31 percent IF"' Environment Searetary Toni Yulo-Loyzaga (31 
percent), Justice Secretary Jesus Crispin "Boying" Remulla (30 percent), 
Housing Secretary Jose Rizalino Acuzar (29 percent), Agrarian Reform 

"All regions except Mindanao contribute to the overall Secretary Conrado Esrtrella 3rd (29 
weakened approval but in varying extents," it added. Raphael Lotilla (29 percent). 

I The approval ratings of other Cabinet officials: Defense Secretary 
Gilberto "Gibo" Teodoro Jr. (46 percent), the late Migrant Workers 
Secretary Maria Susana "Toots" Ople (45 percent) Social Welfare 
Secretary Rexlon "Rex" Gatchalian (43 percent), Finance Secretary 
Benjamin Diokno (41 percent), Interior Secretary Benjamin "Benhur" 

The President's trust ratings also dropped from 54 percent to 
47 percent. 

Vice President Sara Duterte had a 62-percent approval rating 
and a 55-percent trust rating. 

Senate President Juan Miguel "Migz" Zubiri continues to have 
a steady approval rating of 43 percent and 33 percent trust 
rating, while House Speaker Ferdinand Martin Romualdez 
had a stable approval rating of 37 percent and a 29 percent 
trust ragng. 
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Chief ~jst ice Alexander 6&m$do's*ap$oval (36 percent) 
and trust (29 percent) ratings were unchanged., .- - ' r  

4 - 
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The survey also showed that Duterte - who concurrently 
serves as Education secretary - had the highest approval 
rating among Cabinet members at 52 percent. I?'r? 

t-f--t- 
Duterte was followed hy Marcos, with a 49 percent approval 
rating, for his role as head of the Department of Agriculture 

(DA). 1.7 . - 

Approval of the President's self-appointment as Agriculture secretary 
also dropped to 53 percent in the third quarter from 57 percent in the 
second quarter. IS' 

( 2  U 4 "As secretary, he must address the 'shortage' in rice, sugar and other 
agricultural products, which is likely a contributory factor to  the most ' .$ 

pressing issue on inflation," PUBLiCUS said. E 
4 

Agreement with Duterte's appointment as secretary of the 
Department of Education (DepEd) also "significady weakened," from 
66 percect @ th~second - qua"i-t,;60 . .. - - - .. 54 
The ~15&killio: confidential>nhd mtellig&"ce 

performance," PUBLiCUS said. 
now at the forefront as the most pressing issue hurting her overall 

Duterte has said the proposed CIF was for the agency's anti-insurgency 
efforts. 

1 - 12-z. 
"Education is intertwined with national security. It's important for us y 
to mold children who are patriotic, who will love our country and 3 
defend our country," said Duterte, who is also the co-vice chairman of 4 

the government's anti-communist insurgency task force, the National 
. 

Task Force to End Local Communist Armed Conflict. - - 
i 

The noncommissioned survey was conducted from September 7 to ." 
September 12. Its respondents were randomly drawn from the market 

*' 

research panel of over 200,000 Filipinos maintained by the Singapore 
office of Purespectrum, a US-based panel marketplace. 

: 4 
1 ; 

The respondents were spread across five geographical areas - 
National Capital Region, North Central Luzon, South Luzon, Visayas, 
and Mindanao. 
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By PIA LEE-BRAG0 1982 UN Convention on tl 

- , Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). 
The Philippines signed on "Honored to sign toda 

Wednesday the landmark the historic Agreement undt 

i United Nations High Seas #1982UNCLOS on the Cor 
Treaty that seeks to deliver servation and Sustainable Uz 
stronger protection for oceans of Marine Biological Diversit 

cess. The High Seas'Treaty comes into 
force after 60 countries have ratified it. 

The Philippine Mission to the UN 
of Areas be ond National Jurisdiction in New York said the BBN Agreement, 
Agreement; Foreign Affairs Seuetary which imposes rules aimed at protecting 
Enrique h a l o  said in a post on social the environment and heading off disputes 
media platform X, formerly Twitter. over natural resources, shi ping and 

''The Philippines is proud to take this &er matters in waw beyoh !i anjr co* 
step to p&ed. the world'p. oceans for try's national pmdction, was adopted 
present & fnture generatiam," he said. by consensus, with dele ates '!erupting 

Manalo is in New YorkCity to lead the into ap lause following &e adoption." 
Philippine delegation to the 78th Session The $ hili pines pvtiapated for 'two 
)f the United Nations General Aksemb1y decades in i e  process leading up to the 
li -Level Week from Sept. 18 to 26. ado tion of the agreement. 

g e  UN oceans treaty protecting 'l!ehighseas~defjnedas&eav.n 
narine biodiversity, commonly known area starting beyond countries' exdusive 
1s the Biodiversity Beyond National economic zones, or 200 nautical miles off 
urisdiction' (BBN J) treaty or High Seas coastlines - coverin nearly half the lanet. 
rreaty was a@ u on in June follcy- A key tool in  tfe treaty will 8. the 
ng nearly two decak-of negotiations ability to create pretected marine areas 
md is the first ever treaty to protect the . in international waters- only around one 
vorld's high seas. percent of which are now-protected by 

As of Sept. 21, nearly 70 countries have any sort of conservation measures. 
Jgned the UN High Seas Treaty, which The treaty alsointmducesrequirements 
llso seeks to strengthen the legal regime to cany out envhmmental hn act studies 
n the conservation and sustainable use for pro osed activities on'the Egh seas. 
)f marine biodiversity in over two-thirds 5u activities, while not listed in the 
)f the world's oceans. 

f: 
text, would include anytlung from fishing 

The UN's 193 member-slates, inelud- and maritime trans rt to more contro- 
ng the Phili pines, in June ratified the versial pu r su i t s~~G deep-sea mining 
egally bin&ng marine biodiversity or evengewmpkehng programs s i b d  
~greernent under its own domestic pro- at fighting global warming. - With 'AH' 

u 
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Pacific Ocean. The United 
Nations earlier this year 
adopted the High Seas 
,Treaty on the conservation 
and sustainable use of 
marine blodlversity of . 
areas beyond national 
jurisdiction of countries, 
recognizing the need to 
address biological diversity 
loss and degradation of 
ecosystems of the ocean in 
a coherent and cooperative 
manner. Foreign Affairs 
Secretary Enrique Manalo 
of (inset) was among those 
who signed the other day 
the landmark treaty, which 
he said was 'a step to 

r rotect the world's oceans 
or present bnd future 

generations.' AP 



PH signs 
historic High 
Sea's ~ r e a t v  
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PAGE DATE 

Foreign Affairs Secretary 
Enrique Manalo signed the first- 
ever international treaty on ocean 
protection as the Philippines joined 
the world in efforts toXprbt& ma- 
rine biodiversity. 

In a post on X (formerly 
'I'wittei), Manalo said Wednesday 
night he was honored to sign the 
historic agreement under the 
United Nations Convention 

the Law of the Sea bll , 



IPH, 60 countries sign treaty protecting high seas 
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' By Rey E. Requejo threatened ecosystems vital to the planet. Foreign Affairs Secretary Enrique 
The treaty, officially known as the Manalo, in a post on X (formerly Twitter) 

THE Philippines joined over 60 other treaty on "Biodiversity Beyond fiom New Ysrk where he was attending 
countries at the united  ti^^^ in sign- National Jurisdiction," or BBNJ, also the UN General Assembly, said he was 
ing the first-ever treaty on protecting the introduces requirements to carry out en- "honored" to sign the historic agreement. 
international high seas, raising hopes that vironmental impact studies for proposed "The Philippines is proud to take this 
it will come into force soon and ~rotect activities on the high seas. Next- 

stp to p r o w  the world's oqxm f& 
'w &h generations: the coun- 
&s top diplomat said in his peat. 
' , , S,ixq-sevm countries signed the trrea- 

the first day, including fbe Uni& 

i mas, Australia, Britahi, P&&X, 
G m a n y  and Mexico as well as the Eu- 
ropean Union as a whole, according to the 
UN. 

: But each country must still ratifl the 
rtreaty under its own domestic process. 
The treaty will- into f m  120 days 

LA. A,.. 

I !art the 

apd a *d F I ~ ~ U ~ ~ S  h t y  
~ ~ , V i t v a n Q u i C k e r i ~  

W-@ion, "it's game over," M said. 
After 15 years of discussion, the Unit- 

ed Nations sealed the first Waty on the 
high seas in June by cmsensus, although 
Russia,Said it had reservations. 
.. Thp start of signatures marks "a new 
&ape?' of "establishing meaningfbl 
@o11s" for the o&ans, said Nichola 
Clark of the Ocean @overname Project at 
The Pew Charitable Trusts. 

nored in discussions on tde avimnmed 
A key tool in the treaty will be the ab 

ity to create protected marine areas in i 
brnational.waters - only around one p 
cent of which are now protected by ru 
sort of ummwtion measures. 

Thetreatyisseeaascmcialtoanagre 
m n t  to protect 30 percent of the worlc 
oceans and lands by 2030, as agreed 1 
governments in a separate ~s to r i c  m r a  
on biodiversity reached in Montreal in 
December. 

I 
Mads Christensen, interim executive 

direEtoP of Greenpace Intematiorial, 
voiced hope that the treaty would m e  
into force in 2025, when the next W 
oceans conference takes place in F-. 

"We have less than wven v r m  tn nrn- I 
tect 30 percent of the oceans. There is no 
time to waste," he said. 

'The race to ratification has begun a d  
we urge codries  to be ambitious, ratify 
the peaty atid make sure it enters into 
fa in 2025." 

But even if the treaty draws the 60 
ratifications needed to come intoforce,, it 
would still be well below the u n i v d  
support'for action sought by e n v h m n -  
tal d e W & .  

Dceaas aie critical for th6 M t h '  of 
the whole planet, protecting offen-mi- I croscopic biodiversity tliat su&rts half 
of the oxygen breathed by land life. The 
oceans are also critical,to limiting climate 
change by helping absorb grkdouse gas 
emissions. With AFP 

4 
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It will take years or even decad 

aged area and once we determine the 
"We need a source of corals for it to damage, we can compute how much 

In an interview with ANC, UP recover, like semilla in the area or in the value of the damaged area is," 

Affected countries 

- 
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destruction of coral reefs, I .  
I 
R ex-Justice Jardeleza savs , 

d 
By JEFFREY DAMICOG general and retired Supreme Court case. This time, the OSG should 

(SC) Justice Francis H. Jardeleza said handle the case," he stressed. 

T he Philippines should no onThursday, Sept. 21. Jardeleza was the solicitor gen- 
longer hire local or foreign Jardeleza said the filing of the case . era1 when the Philippines filed in 
lawyers to handle the filing should be handled by the Office of the 2013 an arbitration case against 
of a case against China on the Solicitor General (OSG), the govern- China before the Permanent Court 

destruction of coral reefs in the West ment's chief lawyer. of Arbitration which issued the 
landmark 2016 ruling in favor of the 
Philippines' claims over the WPS. 

He said that based on what 
he learned from then solicitor 
general Estelito P. Mendoza, 
who also served as justice min- 
ister, there "should be political 
accountability." 

"If you're the lawyer, then you 
should be held liable. More impor- 
tant than the money is political 
accountability," he pointed out. 

Jardeleza lauded the initia- 
tive taken by Solicitor General 
Menardo I. Guevarra to study the 
legal options that the Philippines 
should take against China over the 
destruction of coral reefs. 

"I 'm so glad that Solicitor 

self, said he is now studying wha 
actions to take," he said. 

At the moment, Jardeleza sai 
it is not yet clear before which in- 

Philippines has a strong case 
view of the 2016 ruling of the 
Permanent Court of Arbitration. 
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We need to preserve our coral reefs 

H ow important are coral reefs? 
According to the National Oceanic 

and Atmospheric Administration, "cor- 
al reefs are some of the most diverse 

and valuable ecosystems on Earth. Coral reefs 
support more species per unit area than any other 
marine environment, includingabout 4,000 species 
of fish, 800 species of hard corals and hundreds of 
other species. Scientists estimate that there may be 
millions of undiscovered specks of organisms living 
in and around reefs. This biodiversity is considered 
key to finding new medicines for the 21st century. 
Many drugs are now being developed from coral 
reef animals and plants as possible cures for cancer, 
arthritis, human bacterial infections, viruses, and 
other diseases." 

That is how valuable coral reefs are to man- 
kind. Therefore, it is incumbent upon everyone 
- Filipino or otherwise - to preserve them for, 
our existence. 

The subject is brought to the fore in the wake 
of the destruction of corals and coral reefs at 
Rozul (~roquios) Reef and Escoda (Sabina) Shoal, 
both located in the West Philippine Sea and 
within the exclusive economic zone (EEZ) of the 
Philippines. 

Rozul Reef, located at  the southern end of 
Recto (Reed) Bank in the northeastern portion 
of Kalayaan Island Group (Spratly Islands) in 
Palawan, is known as a haven for different spe- 
cies of fish and other marine life because of the 
natural coral reef growing around it which serves 
as their shelter. 

Based on a recent survey conducted by the 
Palawan-based Western Command (WesCom) of 

the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP), there 
was nothing left of the corals at Rozul Reef and 
Escoda Shoal. 

"There's nothing left,, [hey are destroyed and 
only debris was there," Vice Admiral Alberto 
Carlos,. WesCom commander, said in a recent 
news forum. 

The WesCom said the destruction of corals and 
coral reefs were discovered after Chinese vessels 
swarmed the areas. 

In view of this, the Office of the Solicitor 
General (OSG) has begun studying the best legal 
course of action to take. 

"The OSG is in the fact-finding and data 
gathering stage of its study on legal options re- 
garding WPS issues," Solicitor General Menardo 
I. Guevarra said on Wednesday, Sept. 20. "These 
matters require a lot of prudence and circumspec- 
tion in view of their potential long-term impact 
on our national interests." 

Japan and the United States have joined the 
Philippines in deploring the massive destruc- 
tion of corals and coral reefs in areas within the 
Philippines' EEZ. 

We call on all responsible nations to join the 
Philippines in denouncing this deplorable act as 
this impacts global food security considering that 
millions of people depend on the vast South China 
Sea, where the West Philippine Sea is located, for 
their food and livelihood. They should also help 
in the preservation of marine habitats to ensure 
that we have food on the table everyday. 

This is not-a matter of territorial dispute, this 
concerns food security for all. 

We should all act now before it's too late. 
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AN OFFICIALTAKES measurements of the blooming Rafflesia Arnoldi flower a t  the Rafflesia Arnoldi 
flower consewation center, in  Pematang Kota Agung Utara, on Nov. 1,2022. (AFP) 

Most species of 'world's largest 
flower' risk extinction - study 

r By AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE extinction," the researchers wrote in 
the study, published Wednesday in the 

B ANGKOK, Thailand - Most peer-reviewed Plants, People, Planet 
species of the famously large journal. 
Rafflesia flower, which has Some species risk going extinct 
long captured the imagination before they are even known to science, 

with its enormous speckled red petals, the study said, urging more research 
are now at risk of extinction, new re- into the unusual plant. 
search warned Wednesday. "We urgently need a joined-up, 

Rafflesia is actually a parasite, and cross-regional approach to save some 
lives on tropical vines across parts of of the world's most remarkable flow- 
Southeast Asia, producing blooms that ers, most of which are now on the brink 
are among the largest in the world. of being lost," said Chris Thorogood, 

, It is something of an enigma, with deputy director of Oxford University's 
its flowers emerging unpredictably, Botanical Garden and a study author. 
and botanists have had limited suc- The research points out that the 

I cess propagating it outside its natural plant is believed to grow in fairly 
environment. limited areas, making it particularly 

One species of the flower is current- vulnerable to habitat destruction. 

I 
ly classed as "critically endangered," It also highlights several bright 
according to the International Union spots in conservation efforts, including 
for Conservation of Nature. successful propagation at a botanical 

To better understand the plant and garden in Indonesia's West Java, and 
its comematbnstatus, aninternational sustainable ecotourism around the 
group of botanists examined 42 known plant in West Sumatra. 
Rafflesia species and their habitats - Last year, nations pledged to pro- 
primarily Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, tect 30 percent of the world's land and 
the Philippines and Thailand. seas by 2030 in a landmark deal to 

Based on the rapid disappearance slow the disappearance of species and 
of its forest habitats, as well as insuf- ecosystems. 
ficient conmwtion strategies and pro- Repeated studies have warned that 
t e b  plans, the plant is at far greater the twin threats of climate change and 
risk than previously known, they said. environmental destruction caused by 

"We estimate that 60 percent of humans are dramatically reducing 
I D - F a n r : -  n..nm;nr 4-nn -. r 
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1 Road clearing in Aeta 
land halted by CDC 

I MABALACA~ CITY-The ClarkDevelopment Corp. 
(CDC) has stopped the digging and other earth-mov- 
~g activities in an Aetd ancestral domain inside the 
;lark ecozone due to the lack of environmental and 
onstruction permits. The person overseeing the 
lrojea said he was hired by leaders of ~ribo'ng Ayta 
3 dear the comniunity's r ~ d  in Calumpang % o uibe members could bring their harvests to 
he city center easdy. -STORY w JUN A. MUIG A1 

&cording to the CDC, the C l e  Devetpmeathng.'(CFC) chie to lack ofpermitlr. -~nosos ~ ~ R T ~ Y O F C ' D C  

area p covered by Cerdft~te =,  ='  L I  
a * I  L1 

- I 
r ; .' , 

of &estral ~rlcaln'Htle815- - - -  - .  k '  

I 
A aid is join* rdmgU by the , In it chat m e w  la the utiw offieer, wrote to director sue&by the NCIP *as a preco* 
~~&thelocak$nd&nc@grou~ Inquirer on Thwsday, Capiz, Gilbert Gonzales of the Envi- ation to the grant of permit 
~ri* Ayta and the Yation- however, said he washired by ronmeptal Management Bu- lease, gram, or any other sim- 
al  ion at h i d & e w  le&ilemef T@tmgAy?a to dear reau @MB) on Aug. ix ".urging ilar authority for the disposi- ' ~eo&e8 (NCIP). the roadin t@ Her. r !  = f action on Ule exte@ve$oo-ha tion,. utilization,, man'agement 

I #ngineer -. Leontb Tan, 4 '  5 -r earth-modngactivltles." and 3ppropriation by any pri- 
acting'bnrlding offidal H M b y m b e  Devamderd alq reqqested vate;indiadual, corporate en- 

&%gerairrud the order "As h r  as l knwr. that r i  that r#e EMB h e  ap&koprC t&y 6r any government agen- 
1 on $epept u against Rolando is bdng deared of obstruatlons ate sahctions sincq the f@vity cy, corporatidn or subdivision 

Capk who W laen m help d m  &.chat.Aeta lacked - the required environ- tbmofon any part or portion 
rentbig h e a y  equipment -for compunity to convenknrly mental compliance hertifitate. of the ancestral..dornain taking 
tbe.;mwthor(zed acdaies in bring their goods to the aty On July 31, CDC Assistant into consideration the consen- 

[center]. No development is be- Vice President for external af- sus?pprovd of the ICCs (indig- 
fairs Rpmrqel-Narcis? to enous %cultural communities)/ 

die qlCIP Centrg Luzon OIrector IPS cancehed." 
rk- Wand Calde to detenniqe If a W e ,  in a Sept 12 letter, 
ra- Bee and Prior 1 n f o r d  Con. informed the CDC that an in- 

Sent (PPIC) process, or 'proper vestigation had been conducted 
I'm just &dailyprage work- qnsultation with IP @ups, on, Aag. 29, revealhug that the 

was based on _er d the LFS' ind@$ous paDl was done andif a Cert@atioh earth-movlng activities hadno 
She National -:ble " Capiz id. FYecoIuditian '((3) was *sued FPIC application, the CDC said. 

~ q @ t i  ~ o &  *iring PV- ? h e  Cbc% ld$er 4gms for &o officials of Tribong ~ y t a  
mief'kr com%mcQn activities Devanadr e sta cox&o_ra- _beM we~e.imm@iatel~ available for 
a n d W i r  - works. , 3- - - - -  t i ~ & ~ i i & $ & e ~ ~ ~  - is- conuiientoo Up nursday. - a r ~  A 
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w y  n u l b y p  Wmhl werthe tiash that* P~U-~P Watmns P W n e s  continuer to k l p  cleaning up the emkonmen 
du gthe htdrn&4onal Coastal Cleanup eventh SM by the Bay -X ~ t s  8qoG-d 

f - -  $ ., .,p 15 -* I . . .. . ' a. 
, - .  

I y I  

~ + ~ 0 ~ ( i @ l l @ p i n s s j t h ~  leading brapd ihat," &$s ~ ~ i o r ' ~ u s t a ; h a b 1 ~  Mariager, coastal clean-up but also integrate 
in h l t h ,  welGeq, &d beauty retail, Lexie Coloma.. sustainability practices into their dail! 
Pbntinues to demonstrate i ' commitmedt A total of 12,580 volunteers. routines. "Ninety-ei&tpercentofWatsons 
k,.tlis -en& tirot!& its annual iocluding Wahoos employees, suppliers, employees are trained in sustainabiliq 
coastal clean-up initiative. This endeavor partners, media representative* and practiqes. As a company committed tc 
refivcts Watms'  ongoing efforts to make even social media influencers, gathered doing good, our employees are empowera 
B; p$sitiv~ :hpact on .both tip planet and tit dawn to contribute to this meaningful and provided opportunities to incorporate 
the -community. I f event and.do their part iq envimnmental sustainability into their professional ant 

This year, Watsons joined forces pesewation. , personal lives," Coloma added. 
with S A  for the International Coastal During the program, officialsi from 
Cleanup celebration at SM by the Bay, DENR and the Coastguard, conducted 
held on September 16. R&ognizing the a brief orientation on coastal c l e e  
potential for a greater impact through w, emphasizing. the proper care tlq out 
collective action, Watsons, an affiliate of oceans and the importance of reficing 
SM, collaborqted as one, of the teams that plastic consumption. Participants: were 
successfhlly contributed and 
an impressive 66,200 kilograms 
during the activity. 

The- focal PO@ a- this- yea$& 
clepn-up was the iconic ~ a n a a  Be coastline, a , heavily 
W e n t e d  area b j  the. public. 
W@M, alongvwith'the entire 
team, is dedicated to ensuring 
the conth+ed c l ~ e s s ,  beauty, I 
and safety of &a i:herished 
destination. . . 

"As ' a pait ,. of ' watsonsd 
sustainability . goals, . wr;. a : 
committed to $elp crgdn up the*. 
environment, eepeEially ow;' 
waterways. One of the goals - 
we've set for ourselves is fo 

1 be able tb collect 65,MJkg of 
trash by 2030. M lsoks like a  
big goal to achieve but with 
our partneckhip with SM for 
the hotmtional b s t a l  C l m  Watsons ~ ~ ~ l ~ - ~ o l u n t c e r s  on their i<iat!w during the lni+$ipnl i Up, we are one step closer to Coastal Oea-iup Event hgd at SM by the Bay ?, if 

J i'" 
* . . e & 

. - I 
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; ' 4  education under 1; 
4 DepEd's 'Matatag' / +  

NVIRONMENTALgroup BANToxicscalled 
for an improved basic education that 
considers theenvironment in  enhancing 

job-ready, active, and responsible citizens; 

care of learners by promoting learner well- 

"AsDepEd seestheneedtorevisethe basic 

'. . . i . . 
$.% 

"As MATATAG seeks t o  revise the K 

isnot giving studentssufficient knowledgeto 

resilient, better able to cope wi th the impact, 
and meet their own needs." 
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h e  provincial government of 
Batangas has expressed alarm 
over the presence of volcanic 
smog or vog from the contin- 
ued sulfur dioxide (SO2) emis- 
sion from Tad Volcano, which 
has already caused schools in 
some areas in the province to 
shift to distance learning to 
protect their students' health. 
. On Wednesday, the Pro- 
vincial Disaster Risk Reduc- 
tion and Management Office 
(PDRRMO) cdled for an emer- 
gency meeting with represen- 
tatives of municipal disaster 
response units to address the 
situatidn that threatens the 
health and safety of residents 
around the lake. 

Jocelyn Tangpuz. Balete 
disaster management officer, 
reported in the meeting held 
in Batangas City that at least 
six senior high school students 
in the town, had experienced 
skin irritation, difficulty in 
breathing and asthma attacks 
due to air'pollution caused by 
Taal's emission 

"Some schools in the 
towns of Agoncillo and Laurel, 
as well as the city of Tanauan, 
affected by the smog, tempo- 
rarily switched to modular 
distance learning or an alter- 
native delivery, mode," the 
Batangas public information 
office said in a report. 

Among the Batangas local- 
1 ities surrounding Taal Volcano 
are the towns of Balete, Laurel, 
AgoncUo, Mataas na Kahoy, 
Talisay, Sta. Teresita, San Nico- 
las, Alitagtag and Cuenca and 
the cities of Tanauan and Lipa. 

Vog consists of fine drop- 
lets containing volcanic gas 
such as SO2 which is acidic 
and can cause irritation of the 

,. ., . s < .., : 1 
eyes, throat and resiiratchy 
tract with severities depend- 
ing on the gas cohcentrations 
and durations of exposure. 

.Authorities warned that 
people who may be particu- 
larly sensitive to vog are those 
with health conditions such 
asthma, lung disease and heart 
disease, the elderly, pregnant 
women and children. 

1 

Avoiding exposure 
The PDRRMO encouraged 

residents around Taal Lake 
to refrain from unnecessary 
outdoor activities to minimize 
exposure to vog. 

Dr. Amor Calayan, PDRR- 
MO chief, reminded residents 
to use only standard Ng5 face 
masks to ensure protection 
against smog and its potential 
effects. 

The Philippine Institute of 
Volcanology and Seismology 
(Phivolcs) has observed con- 
tinued and increased degas- 
sing activity from Taal Volca- 
no, which remains under alert 
level 1 (low level of volcanic 
unrest). 

A total of 4,322 metric tons 
per day of SO2 emissions from 
Taal's main crater were mea- 
sured on Thursday, the agency 
said in an advisory. 

Steam plumes rose 2,400 
meters before drifting in the 
south-southwest, norrh-north- 
east and southwest directions. 

On Sept. 15, Phivolcs is- 
sued a public advisory on the 
condition of Taal Volcano: 

"Vog has been affecting 
the Taal region since the first 
week of September 2023 as 
degassing activity from Taal 
Volcano continues to date, 
said. -DEWIN T. MALLARI JR INQ 
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TEXTILE EXHIBIT AT MANllA HOTEL - Senate Committee on Environment, Natural Resources, 
and Cl imte Change Chairperson Sen. Cynthia Villar, accompanied by Oepartment of Science 
and Technology (DOST) Assistant Secretary Dr. Napole~n K. Juanillo Jr., looks at a bamboo 
textile exhibit at 'MWAYARN: The Bamboo Textiles PH' at the Manila Hotel on Thursday, 1 Pant n ?o2s.fioe, malate)  
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