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Marcos rat

BY CATHERINE S. VALENTE

RESIDENT Ferdinand Marcos Jr. continues to

enjoy the trust and approval of the people,

despite having “significant” drops in his
ratings, PUBLiCUS Asia Inc's third quarter survey
released on Thursday showed.

ings show
‘significant’ decline

. 'The September 7 to 12 survey results
showed 55 percent of 1,500 respondents
appreciated the President's work perfor-
mance, a seven-point decline from the 62
percent in the second quarter.

The President recorded lower ratings
in Metro Manila (61 percent in second
quarter 1o 52 percent in third quarter),
Narth Central Luzon (60 percent to 56
percznt), South Luzon (55 percent to

49 percent), and Visayas (71 percent to
52 percent). '
His approval rating rose sughtly from
63 percent to 64 percent in the Visayas.
“Connected to the less positive senti-
ments of Filipinos this quarter, approval
ratings of the top country officials take
a significant blow, hitting lowest in five
quarters,” PLIBLICUS said.
»DeclineA2

"All regions except Mindanao contribute to the overall
weakened approval but in varying extents," it added.

The President's trust ratings also dropped from 54 percent to
47 percent.

Vice President 5ara Duterte had a 62-percent approval rating
and a 55-percent trust rating.

Senate President Juan Miguel "Migz" Zubiri continues to have
a steady approval rating of 43 percent and 33 percent trust
rating, while House Speaker Ferdinand Martin Romualdez
had a stable approval rating of 37 percent and a 29 percent
trust rating.

Chief Justice Alexander Gesmundo's approval (36 percent)
and trust (29 percent) ratings were unchanged.

The survey zlso showed that Duterte — who concurrently
serves as Education secretary — had the highest approval
rating among Cabinet members at 52 percent.

Duterte was followed by Marcos, with a 49 percent approval
rating, for his role as head of the Department of Agriculture
(DA).

The approval ratings of other Cabinet officials: Defense Secretary
Gilberto "Gibo" Teodoro Jr. (46 percent), the late Migrant Workers
Secretary Maria Susana "Toots" Ople (45 percent) Social Welfare
Secretary Rexlon "Rex" Gatchalian (43 percent), Finance Secretary
Benjamin Diokno (41 percent), Interior Secretary Benjamin "Benhur"
Abalos Jr. (40 percent), Science and Technology Secretary Renato
Solidum Jr. (39 percent), Health Secretary Teodoro "Ted" Herbosa (36
percent), Tourism Secretary Christina Garcia Frasco (34 percent), Labor
Secretary Bienvenido Laguesma (33 percent), Transportation Secretary
Jaime Bautista (32 percent), Foreign Affairs Secretary Enrique Manalo
(32 percent), Information and Technology Secretary Ivan John Uy (32
percent), National Economic and Development Authority Arsenio
Balisacan (31 percent), Budget Secretary Amenah Pangandaman (31
percent), Trade Secretary Alfredo Pascual (31 percent), Executive
Secretary Lucas Bersamin (31 percent), Public Works Secretary Manuel
Bonoan (31 percent}/*Environment Secretary Toni Yulo-Loyzaga (31
percent), Justice Secretary Jesus Crispin "Boying" Remulla (30 percent),
Housing Secretary Jose Rizalino Acuzar {29 percent), Agrarian Reform
Secretary Conrado Esrtrella 3rd (29 percent), and Energy Secretary
Raphael Lotilla (29 percent).

Approval of the President's self-appointment as Agriculture secretary
also dropped to 53 percent in the third quarter from 57 percent in the
second quarter.

"As secretary, he must address the 'shortage' in rice, sugar and other
agricultural products, which is likely a contributory factor to the most
pressing issue on inflation," PUBLICUS said.

Agreement with Duterte's appointment as secretary of the
Departmant of Education (DepEd) also "significantly weakened," from
66 percent in the second quarter to 60 percent in the third quarter.

The P150-million confidential and intelligence fund (CIF) for DepEd "is
now at the forefront as the most pressing issue hurting her overall
performance," PUBLICUS said.

Duterte has said the proposed CIF was for the agency's anti-insurgency
efforts.

"Education is intertwined with national security. It's important for us
to mold children who are patriotic, who will love our country and
defend our country," said Duterte, who is also the co-vice chairman of
the government's anti-communist insurgency task force, the National
Task Force to End Local Communist Armed Conflict.

The noncommissioned survey was conducted from September 7 to

September 12. Its respondents were randomly drawn from the market |

research panel of over 200,000 Filipinos maintained by the Singapore
office of PureSpectrum, a US-based panel marketplace.

The respondents were spread across five geographical areas —
National Capital Region, North Central Luzon, South Luzon, Visayas,
and Mindanao.
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- A humpback whale and calf

swim in the waters in the

| Pacific Ocean. The United

Nations earlier this year

= | adopted the High Seas

| Treaty on the conservation

.~ and sustainable use of

marine biodiversity of

areas beyond national

jurisdiction of countries,

| recognizing the need to

| address biological diversity

loss and degradation of

| ecosystems of the ocean in

| a coherent and cooperative

manner. Foreign Affairs

Secretary Enrique Manalo

| of (inset) was among those

_ who signed the other day

the landmark treaty, which

he said was ‘a step to
rotect the world’s oceans
or present and future

generations.’ a
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By BELLA CARIASO

i i e

It will take years or even decades

for the coral reefs destroyed by

the Chinese in Rozul (Iroquious)
Reef and Escoda Shoal in the West
Philippine Sea to return to life or get

restored with human intervention,

a marine science expert from the
University of the Philippines said
yesterday.

In an interview with ANC, UP
Marine Science Institute (UPMSI)
associate professor Vanessa Baria-Ro-
driguez made the assessment based
on initial findings of the Philippine
Coast Guard (PCG)_on the extent of
the destruction of the corals.

Rodriguez, who is also the deputy
director of the Bolinao Marine Labo-
ratory, said a panel of experts that she
heads would make a trip to affected
areas to make its own assessment,
with the help of the PCG. .

“The whole team in the UPMSI
will be 'oining,ﬂt;qgethen-.with (mem-
bers) of the Philippine Coast Guard.
We will have a meeting to finalize
what we will do,” Rodriguez said.

“We still have to check what are

the species there because... differ-
ent species of corals have different
growth (rates) so basically it will
take long years for you to recover,”
she said. 2 _ .

A “totally dead reef” would
achieve natural recovery after “sev-
eral decades,” but restoration efforts
would shorten the recovery time, she
added.

“We need a source of corals forit to
recover, like semilla in the area or in
the nearby reefs in Iroquois Reef and
active transplantation will be done,”
Rodriguez added.

Rodriguez said the coral reefs
are very important as they serve as
breeding ground for fish,

“The coral reefs are the home of
fish. If the coral reefs are gone, there
will be no breeding ground for small

fish and eventually will result in the

disappearance of fish,” she pointed
Ol Nt T o ' ] by,

Rodriguez added that results of
their evaluation would also deter-
mine the value of the damage to the
coral reefs, which can be used as
basis for filing anemmanmeﬁglmse '

‘Solicitor General Menardo Gue-
varra on Wednesday said the Philip-
‘pines is considering filing a case be-
China accountable for environmental
depredation. -

- “That (total value of damaged
coral reefs) can be looked into as we
will determine the extent of the dam-
aged areaand once we determine the
damage, we can compute how much
the value of the damaged area is,”
Rodriguez said. _

She stressed the government
sion. “(We will need) funding as it
is an offshore (assessment) and it is
far, around 300 kilometers actually
from the mainland of Palawan, It is
costly to sail as we need to stay there
to monitor,” she said.

~ Affected countries
"been affected by the destruction of
coral reefs in the West Philippine Sea.
“We will have problem in the food
supply as the West Philip ea
“in general, is called ecologically as

a recipient of fish in nearby islands,
source meaning it provides fish for
the nearby islands or nearby coun-
tries, in fact among the countries that
can be affected are Philippines, Bru-
nei, Malaysia, Viemam and China,
Rodriguez added. .
She said that a full assessment
may be completed in one to two
" weeks.
~ “We are now finalizing our sched-

_ ule with the Philippine Coast Guard. -

It may take one week but for more
deta:]i_ ails, it will take two weeks,” she
said.

At the same time, Rodriguez said
that the Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines should make sure no other ac-
tivity takes place in Rozul Reef while
the assessment work is ongoing.

“Ideally, there should be no activ-
ity in the affected reefs. We will glg
there basically to assess t!
area, the extent of the damaged
reefs,” Rodriguez said. ;

She said harassment from Chinese

ossible, hence the need

nese militia can be prevented, hope-

against the perpetrators. -

- ducted by the PCG confirme

the whole
o . Commodore

* source and sink, ‘sink’ meaning it is

fully we will not experience it so we
are praying in case we will sail in the
area,” she pointed out.

. Earlier underwater surveys con-
the mili agdml-
ous reports by the military regardi
signi Emtloyé-s of marine life arourr:g
Rozul Reef and Escoda Shoal.

“The results of these surveys
showed that the marine ecosystem in
the subject West Philippine Sea fea-
tures appeared lifeless, with minimal
to no signs of life,” the PCG said in
a statement. '

Crushed corals found indicated
a potential act of dumping, possi-
bly involving the same dead corals
that were previously processed and
cleaned before being returned to the
seabed, the PCG said. :

While ship grounding could have
%ﬁ%aused:gtedey%éﬁm l?eccond
ing to Rodriguez, PC esman
e - ayg%ﬁ'rﬂalgsmd thatun-
derwater survey activities in Escoda
Shoal showed “visible discoloration
of its seabed,” indicating “deliberate

m the AFP. activities” intended to modify the
of Chi- - natural underwater topography.

- With Rudy Santos

-
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SolGen should file case on

By JEFFREY DAMICOG

longer hire local or foreign
lawyers to handle the filing
of a case against China on the
destruction of coral reefs in the West
Philippine Sea (WPS), former solicitor

he Philippines should no

general and retired Supreme Court
(SC) Justice Francis H. Jardeleza said
on Thursday, Sept. 21.

Jardeleza said the filing of the case *
should be handled by the Office of the

Solicitor General (0SG), the govern-
ment's chief lawyer.
“I proposed that we should file a

»-_..._-lz

destruction of coral reefs,
ex-Justice Jardeleza says

case. This time, the 08G should
handle the case,” he stressed.
Jardeleza was the solicitor gen-
eral when the Philippines filed in
2013 an arbitration case against
China before the Permanent Court
of Arbitration which issued the
landmark 2016 ruling in favor of the
Philippines’ claims over the WPS.

He said that based on what
he learned from then solicitor
general Estelito P, Mendoza,
who also served as justice min-
ister, there “should be political
accountability.”

“1f you’re the lawyer, then you
should be held liable. More impor-
tant than the money is political
accountability,” he pointed out.

Jardeleza lauded the initia-
tive taken by Solicitor General
Menardo 1. Guevarra to study the
legal options that the Philippines
should take against China over the
destruction of coral reefs.

“I'm so glad that Solicitor
General Menardo Guevarra, him-
self, said he is now studying what
actions to take,” he said.

At the moment, Iardeleza said
it n‘m@taet clear before which in-
ternational court the Philippines
would file a case.

&N ij;e the filing of a case

~cost millions of pesos, the

lippines has a strong case in
;new of the 2016 ruling of the
Fermanent Court of Arbitration.
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AN OFFICIAL TAKES measurements of the blooming Raffiesia Arnoldi flower at the Rafflesia Arnoldi
flower conservation center, in Pematang Kota Agung Utara, on Nov. 1, 2022, (AFP)

Most species of ‘world’s largest |

flower’ risk extinction — study

By AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

ANGKOK, Thailand — Most

species ¢ of the famously large

Rafflesia flower, which has

long captured the imagination

with its enormous apecklecl red petals,

are now at risk of extinction, new re-
search warned Wednesday.

Rafflesia is actually a parasite, and

lives on tropical vines across parts of

Southeast Asia, producing blooms that

aare among the largest in the world.

It is something of an enigma, with
its flowers emerging unpredictably,
and botanists have had limited suc-
cess propagating it outside its natural
environment.

One species of the flower is current-
ly classed as “critically endangered,”
according to the International Union
for Conservation of Nature.

To better understand the plant and
its conservation status, an international
group of botanists eaammed 42known
Rafflesia species and their habitats —
primarily Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia,
the Philippines and Thailand.

Based on the rapid disappearance
of its forest habitats, as well as insuf-
ficient conservation strategies and pro-
tection plans, the plant is at far greater
risk than previously known, they said.

“We estimate that 60 percent of

Rafflesia species face a severe risk of

extinction,” the researchers wrote in
the study, published ‘Wednesday in the
peer-reviewed Plants, People, Planet
journal.

Some species risk going extinct
before they are even known to science,
the study said, urging more research
into the unusual plant. -

“We urgently need a joined-up,
cross-regional approach to save some
of the world's most remarkable flow-
ers, most of which are now on the brink
of being lost,” said Chris Thorogood,
deputy director of Oxford University's
Botanical Garden and a study author.

‘The research points out that the
plant is believed to grow in fairly
limited areas, making it particularly
vulnerable to habitat destruction.

It also highlights several bright
spots in conservation efforts, including
successful propagation at a botanical
garden in Indonesia's West Java, and
sustainable ecotourism around the

plant in West Sumatra.

Last year, nations pledged to pro-
tect 30 percent of the world's land and
seas by 2030 in a landmark deal to

slow the disappearance of species and

ecosystems.

Repeated studies have warned that
the twin threats of climate change and
environmental destruction caused by
humans are dramatically reducing
biodiversity worldwide.
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Road clearing in Aeta
edby CDC
MABALAQATC;TY-—maa:k Development Corp.

GDC has thedlggmgand ‘other earth-mov-
( } stapped : § ‘domalninsm_leme.

€CDC stops digging, road
clearing in Aeta land

State firm managing Clark says earth-moving aétivities
in ancestral domain within ecozone lack permits

By Jun A. Malig
@IrgNational

MABALACAT CITY—The

Clark Development Corp. (CDC)
has issued a cease-ar.d-desist
order against tke digging and
other earth-moving zctivities
being done in ar: Aeta zommu-
nity inside the Clark Special
Economic Zone kere.

In a statement on Thurs-
day, the CDC said it halted the
road clearing operations at Sitio
Monicayo and Sitio Calzpi, both
locared in Calumbang village in
this city and situated inside the

“ 32,0c0-hectare special econom-
ic zone,

According to the CDC, the
area is covered by Cectificate
of Ancestral Dorrain Title 025-
A and is jointly managed by the
CDC, the local ind genous group
Tribong Ayta and the Nation-
al Commission an Indigenous
Peoples (NCIP).

Engineer Leoncio Tan,
CDC’s acting bu lding official
and manager, issmed the order
on Sept 12 against Rolando
Capiz, who allegedly has been
renting heavy ecuipment for
the tnauthorized activities in
Calurmapang.

“The order was prcmpted
by th= lack of the required en-
vironmental and construction
permits, as mancated by the
CDC,” the state-owned ccrpora-
tion said, adding that th= issu-
ance of the order was based on
the provisions of the National
Building Code requiring per-
mits for construct.on activities
and similar works.

TRIBALPROPERTY This undated aerial image of a portion of Barangay Calumpang in Mabala-
cat City shows th= extent cf land clearing in an Aeta ancestral domain within the Clark Special
Economic Zone. The digging and other earth-moving activities in the area were stopped by the
Clark Development Corp. (CDC) due to lack of permits. —pHOTOS cOURTESY OF cDC

In a chat message to the
Inquirer on Thursday, Capiz,
however, said he was hired by
leaders of Tribong Ayta to clzar
the road in the area.

Hired by tribe

“As far as I kncw, that rcad
is being cleared of obstructicns
to help members >f that Aeta
community to conveniently
bring their goods to the city
[center]. No develooment is be-
ing done here,” Cariz said.

He said he did not rent the
heavy equipment or hire work-
ers for the road clearing opera-
tion.

“I'm just a daily wage work-
er of the IPs (indigenous peo-
ples),” Capiz said.

The CDC said lawyer Agnes
Devanadera, the state corpora-
tion's president anc chief exec-

utive officer, wrote to Director
Gilbert Gonzales of the Envi-
ronmental Management Bu-
reau (EMB) on Aug. 11 “urging
action on the extensive 300-ha
earth-moving activities.”
Devanadera also requested
that the EMB issue appropri-
ate sanctions since the activity
lacked the required environ-
mental compliance certificate.
On July 31, CDC Assistant
Vice President for external af-
fairs Rommel Narciso wrote to
NCIP Central Luzon Director
Roland Calde to determine if a
Free and Prior Informed Con-
Sent (FPIC) process, or proper
consultation with IP groups,
was done and if a Certification
Precondition (CP) was issued
for the development activities
being conducted in the area.
The CP is a certification is-

.

sued by the NCIP “as a precon-
dition to the grant of permit,
lease, grant, or any other sim-
ilar authority for the disposi-
tion, utilization, * management
and appropriation by any pri-
vate individual, corporate en-
tity or any government agen-
cy, corporation or subdivision
thereof on any part or portion
of the ancestral domain taking
into consideration the consen-
sus approval of the ICCs (indig-
enous cultural communities)/
IPs concerned.”

Calde, in a Sept. 12 lerter,
informed the CDC that an in-
vestigation had been conducted
on Aug. 29, revealing that the
earth-moving activities had no
FPIC application, the CDC said.

No officials of Tribong Ayta
were immediately available for

comment on Thursday. iva o
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Watsons employees turning over the trash thauhey have picked-up
durfhg the lntemational Coastal Cleanup eventin SM by the Bay

Watsons Philippines continues to help cleaning up the environment
whh its ﬂDoGoodfortheOCeans

Reflall giants partner for cleaner Manila Bay

 WATSONS Philippines, the leadmg brand
in health, wellness, and beauty retail,
continues :o demonstmte its commitmerit
to the enwonment !hrough its annual
coastal clean-up initiative. This endeavor
refiects Watsons’ ongoing efforts to make
a positive impact on both the planet and
the community.

This year, Watsons joined forces.

. with SM for the International Coastal
Cleanup celebration at SM by the Bay,
held on September 16. Recognizing the
potential for a greater impact through
collective action, Watsons, an affiliate of
SM, cellaborated as one of the teams that
successfully contributed and collected
an impressive 66,200 kilograms of trash
during the activity.

The focal point of this year's coastal
clean-up was the iconic Manila
Bay coastline, a heavily
frequented area by the public.
Wazsons, along with “the entire
team, is dedicated to ensuring
the continued cleanliness, beauty,
and safety of this chenshed
destination, .

“As a part of Watsons”
sustainability goals, we are
committed to help clean up the
environment, especially our
waterways. One of the goals -
we've set for ourselves is to
be able to collect 65,000kg of
trash by 2030. It looks like a
big goal to achieve but with
our partnership with SM for
the International Coastal Clean

lhat," says Senior Sustainability Manager,
Lexie Coloma.. _ : :

A total of 12,580 volunteers,
mcluding Watsons employees, suppliers,
partners, media representatives, and

€ven social media influencers, gathered

et dawn to contribute to this meaningful
event and do their part in environmental
Freservation,

During the program, oiﬁcxals from
DENR and the Coastguard conducted
a brief orientation on coastal clean-
up, emphasizing the proper care of our
oceans and the importance of reducing
plastic consumption. Participants were
a so encouraged to adopt the 3Rs - Reuse,
Reduce, and Recycle.

Watsons not only encourages its 5
‘employees to participate in the yearly

coastal clean-up but also integrates
sustainability practices into their daily
routines. “Nmety-etghtpercentofWatsons
employees are ftrained in sustainability
practices. As a company committed to
doing good, our employees are empowered
and provided opportunities to incorporate
sustainability into their professional and
personal lives,” Coloma added. *

In addition to actively organizing and
pm:pnnng in mastsl clean-ups, Watsons
offers other sustainability programs like
Recycle for Rewards and Trash to Cash.

mmanves incentivize customers (o

.recycle in exchange for special Watsons

deals. Furthermore, Watsons has partnered

-with Plastic Bank with the ambitious goal of

collecting and recycling 40 million plastic
bottles by 2030 .

B N

e

Watsons Em>loyee-Volunteers on thelr #DoGoadforﬂm@eeans tnmaﬂve durlng the Internatlpnal
Up, we are one step closer to Coastal Cleaaup Event held at SM by the Bay '
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RISKS FROM TAAL VOG

The provincial government of
Batangas has expressed alarm
over the presence of volcanic
smog or vog from the contin-
ued sulfur dioxide (SO2) emis-
sion from Taal Volcano, which
has already caused schools in
some areas in the province to
shift to distance learning to
protect their students’ health.

On Wednesday, the Pro-
yincial Disaster Risk Reduc-
tion and Management Office
(PDRRMO) catled for an emer-
gency meeting with represen-
tatives of municipal disaster
response units to address the
situation that threatens the
health and safety of residents
around the lake,

Jocelyn Tangpuz, Balete
disaster management officer,
reported in the meeting held
in Batangas City that at least
six senior high school students
in the town had experienced
skin irritation, difficulty in
breathing and asthma attacks
due to air pollution caused by
Taal’s emission.

“Some schools in the
towns of Agoncillo and Laurel,
as well as the city of Tanauan,
affected by the smog, tempo-
rarily switched to modular
distance learning or an alter-
native delivery - mode,” the
Batangas public information
office said in a report.

Among the Batangas local-
ities surrounding Taal Volcano
are the towns of Balete, Laurel,
Agoncillo, Mataas na Kahoy,
Talisay, Sta. Teresita, San Nico-
las, Alitagtag and Cuenca and
the cities of Tanauan and Lipa.

Vog consists of fine drop-
lets containing volcanic gas
such as SO2 which is acidic
and can cause irritation of the

eyes, throat and respiratory
tract with severities depend-
ing on the gas cohcentrations
and durations of exposure.

Authorities warned that
people who may be particu-
larly sensitive to vog are those
with health conditions such as
asthma, lung disease and heart
disease, the elderly, pregnant
women and children.

Avoiding exposure

The PDRRMO encouraged
residents around Taal Lake
to refrain from unnecessary
outdoor activities to minimize
exposure to vog.

Dr. Amor Calayan, PDRR-
MO chief, reminded residents
to use only standard Ngs face
masks to ensure protection
against smog and its potential
effects.

The Philippine Institute of
Volcanology and Seismology
(Phivolcs) has observed con-
tinued and increased degas-
sing activity from Taal Volca-
no, which remains under alert
level 1 (low level of volcanic
unrest).

A total of 4,322 metric tons
per day of SO2 emissions from
Taal’'s main crater were mea-
sured on Thursday, the agency
said in an advisory.

Steam plumes rose 2,400
meters before drifting in the
south-southwest, north-north-
east and southwest directions.

On Sept. 15, Phivolcs is-
sued a public advisory on the
condition of Taal Volcano.

“Vog has been affecting
the Taal region since the first
week of September 2023 as
degassing activity from Taal
Volcano continues to date,” ii_
said. —DELFIN T. MALLARI JR. INQ
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AIR POLLUTION WOE 'I'uwolcam, shown in this photo taken from Tagaytay City in May, remains under alert Iewl 1or low level of unrest. Voleanic smog or vog from Taal has worried residents
of towns and cities surrounding the volcano in Batangas due to its Irr}p&t on their health, —aem zamora
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Why can’t we?

anny V. Pangilinan aka

MVP recently asked the

question in relation to
mining in the Philippines: “If the
South Africans, Australia, Indone-
sia and China operate their mining
businesses well enough; if others
can conduct their mining operations
responsibly and sustainably, why -
ﬂa“ !t we?.n ) ] v

As the keynote speaker of the 2023 Mining Confer-
ence at the EDSA Shangri-la hotel, MVP raised and
revived several mining-related issues and concerns
that clearly need to be properly addressed based on
research and correct policies.

What initially caught my attention was the fact that
he started his speech by sgarmg a story from August
2012. :

“Euls Austin, president of Philex Mining, called to
report that due to two weeks of heavy rains, their tailing
pond in Pacdal, south of Baguio; had developed a problem,
resulting in significant amounts of water and mud escaping
to the valley below. :

“We decided — voluntarily, and without government
prompting — to shut down all mining operations imme-
diately and move swiftly to repair the damage and avert
a major environmental crisis. That midnight I messaged
President Noynoy Aquino about the mining accident, and
the timely steps we’ve taken. _ '

“There were no fatalities and PHILEX paid a fine to the
government of more than P1 billion. Yes, for the first time in
my career, [ saw the inherent risks associated with mining.
But more importantly, what responsible mining means in
the face of a consequential crisis.”

Most speech writers, PR specialists and even public
speakers would have advised against opening MVP’s
speech with a negative narrative or a story that could
be used against ilm or the mining industry. You let
sleeping dogs lie, lest they bite you.

But as I read the printed version of MVP’s speech, 1
got the impression that he was driving home not just
lessons but proof that, contrary to the negative hype
against mining, companies like PHILEX were profes-
sionally run, responsive and took responsibility for
“consequential crisis.” By pointing out that the company
paid over P1 billion in fines, not to mention stringent
corrective measures, MVP reminds us that the govern-
ment does its part in regulating as well as penalizing
industry players for their mistakes or short comings.

MVP pointed out that the world has now more
than ever become dependent on metals and miner-
als that are needed in producing technology such as
computers, cellphones and various other electronics
and mining will be a major contributor in providing
the key ingredients for those technology.

“The world is entering an era of sustained resource de-
mand as economies expand and population explodes. The
Philippines missed the economic bus during the manufactur-
ing cycle in the 50's and 605, and the export boom in the
70’s and 80's. This time we cannot miss this bus yet again.
with our available mineral resource base.”

The Philippines was not blessed with oil fields like
the Middle East or some of our neighbors in the region.
Our only income generating export are OFWs and even
that is beginning to shrink due to competition and tech-
nology. President Marcos Jr. has confirmed our over
dependence on importation while the Department of
Finance has no choice but to borrow in the billions in
order to fund the supersized bureaucracy that is the
Philippine government. _

Despite its many imperfections, mining in the Phil-
ippines does offer us options in terms of high value ex-
ports, job generation, a revenue source for the national
and local governments as well as a source of foreign
currency to counterbalance our international debts.

But in front of all this the emphasis of MVP's speech
was on responsible mining, where all stakeholders do
their part with a spirit of cooperation.

“I'd be first to admit that our industry has to level up
when it comes to sustainability practices and standards. But
the mistakes of a few should not lead to the notion that the
whole is wrong. An industry should not be judged based
on its worst members.”

As was expected'of a keynote speaker, MVP es-

sentially set the course of action that the conference

participants and industry players-could undertake to
improve the state of mining in the Philippines.

“First, address health-related and safety concerns, the
exploitation of women and child workers. The lack of clarity
of plans and actionable post-mining rehabilitation, which
can restore mine sites to their original natural state.

“Second, the private sector should help government raise
its supervisory capabilities through funding of scholarships
and training here and abroad, procurement of equipment
and hiring of requisite personnel. '

“Third, separating the functions of regulation and the

- promotion of the mining industry. The Mining and Geosci-

ences Bureau is charged with the promotion, development
and supervision of mining. The Environmental Manage-
ment Bureau's mandate is to enforce environmental laws
on mining. Both fall under the supervision of the DENR.

“These apparently conflicting goals can at times place
the DENR in a policy dilemma. Our suggestion is to spin
off the EMB into a separate and independent body, similar
to the Environmental Protection Agency in the US.

“Fourth, PHILEX is open to a profit-based fiscal regime
as proposed by House Bill No. 8937 providing for a Royalty
Rate against margins realized by mining companies, as well
as a windfall profits tax.

“Finally, the mining benefits between host LGUs and the
national government should be shared more equitably. The
national government must ensure the timely remittance of
taxes due to LGUs. After all, mining is location specific and
LGUs naturally desire to realize the fruits of the resources
situated in their communities.”

Given how President Bongbong Marcos has ex-
pressed support for the development of mining in the
Philippines, perhaps it would be best for all concerned
to also invest time, money, resources and expertise in
developing the “handbook” for Philippine mining so
we can stop asking: ’?Vhy*_can’i we?”

E-mail: utalk2ctalk@gmail.com
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Climate crisis has
opened the gates
to hell’—= UN chief

UNITED NATIONS, United States: UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres on Wednesday (Thursday in Manila) told world
leaders the climate crisis had “opened the gates to hell” dur-
‘ing a summit where leading polluters China and the linited
States were conspicuously absent.

‘The talks were partly overshadowed by an announcement
from Britain — also not present — that it was rolling back
policies that would help it achieve its net-zero goal.

Despite i lncreasmg extreme weather events and record-
shattering global temperatures, greenhouse gas emissions
continue to rise and fossil fuels remain subsidized to the tune
of $7 trillion annually. »GatesA8
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Zero-tariff for construction items OKd

By Samuer P. MEDENILLA ¥ @sam_medenilla

HE National Economic Devel-

opment Board (Neda) Board

approved the reduction to zero
the tariff for gypsum and anhydrite,
which are used for cement and plaster
board production. Currently, the tariff
for both construction materials is 3

percent.

“With the reduction in tariffs,
we anticipate a decrease in produ-
tion costandan improvementin the
industry's competitiveness as we
ramp up our infrastructure drive,”

NedaSecretaryArsenioM. Balisacan
saidinanewsbriefingat Malacaan
Palace.

According to Balisacan, the Neda
Board chaired by President Ferdi-

nand R: Marcos Jr. made the en-
dorsement during its meeting last
Thursday.

The measure, Balisacan said, is '

part of the administration's “ag-
gressive advance in infrastructure
developmentinordertoenablesocial

and economic transformation and .

supporttheattainment of ourdevel-
opment goals in the medium term.”

Also part of the said initiative
was the Board's confirmation of the
proposed executive order (EO) that
will enable the expeditious process-
ing of licenses, clearances, permits,
certifications and authorizations
for the government’s infrastructure
flagship projects (IFPs).

“The primary goal of this pro-
posed EQistominimize, ifnot, elimi-
natedelaysintheimplementationof
IFPs,” Balisacan said.

“Thesimplified requirementswill .

be applicable to both pending and
new applications within the NEDA
Board approved list of IFPs as well
asany additions to the updated IFP
list," he added.

Balisacansaidthedraft EQisnow -
being finalized and will soon be is- -

swed. He added the Neda and the
Anti-Red Tape Authority (Arta) will

establisha reporting framework for

the implementation of the EO.

The Neda chief added that the

Board also decided to reconstitute
its Committee on Infrastructure to
include the Department of Enwviron-
ment and Natural Resources and
the Department of Informationand
Comminication Technology.

The NEDA Board also confirmed
the proposed national government-
local government unit (LGU) co-
sharing schemes for financing in-
frastructure projects.

“This aims to delineate the roles
of the national government [and]
the LGUs particularly in resourceful
areasor forresources maybe needed
to carry out the devolved functions
andsharedbetweenthenationalgov-
ernment and LGUs," Balisacan szid.

Inanothermatter, the Nedachief
said the proposal of the government
economic managers to reduce’ the
tariffforrice from 35 percent tozero
percent has yet to reach the level of
the President.

Thegovernment'schiefsocio-eco-
nomic planner said the Neda Board
will “have a meeting soon on that
where we will present the options.”

The proposed measure aims
to help stabilize the price of rice,
however, it was heavily opposed by
some lawmakers and groups since
it can negatively affect the income
of farmers. '
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