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E Philippines
will file envi-
ronmental cases

gainst China for its
estructive activities

the West Philippine
ea (WPS) before the
ermanent Court. of
rbitration (PCA).
The announcement came just days

a ter the Philippine Coast Guard
( CG) reported the severe damage
i flicted by Chinese operations on
ernarine environment of Rozul Reef

a d Escoda Shoal, both parts of the
P ilippine exclusive economic zone.
"We will pursue these cases against
ina since we' already have a lot of

e idence," said Justice Secretary Jesus
G .spin Rernulla, noting discussions on
ematter were ongoing with Executive

SecretaryLuGlS Bersamin. I I
He said the filing of com laint

has no connection with the Phil-
ippines' territorial dispute with
China, stressing that" destruFtion
of the environment is a sin against
humanity."
Solicitor General Menrrdo

Guevarra confirmed the plan to
file charges against China b fore
the PCA. I

Remulla said the Philippine
government has been gathering
evidence of China's destruttive
activities in the WPS for many
years, adding the documentation
has gained momentum in th~ last
few months.
The PCG said it conducted ex-

tensive underwater surveys of the
seabed in Rozul Reef and Escoda
Shoal, revealing that the marine
ecosystem "appeared lifeless, with
minimal to no signs of life."
The survey revealed potential

dumping of dead corals that were
previously processed and cleaned
before being returned to the seabed.
"The continued swarming for

indiscriminate illegal .and destruc-
tive fishing activities of the Chinese
Maritime Militia in Rozul Reefand
Escoda Shoal may have directly
caused the degradation and destruc-
tion of the marine environment in
theWPSfeatures,"said PCGspokes-
man Commo. JayTarriela.
'The PCGemphasizes the impor-

tance of protecting and preserving
our marine environment, which
plays a crucial role in sustaining
marine life and supporting local
communities," he added.
. A section of the July 12, 2q16
ruling of the Arbitral Tribunal on
environmental issues involving
China in the South China Sea said,
"China had caused severe harm to
the coral reef environment."
The Tribunal was specifically

referring to China's large-scale land
reclamation and construction of
artificial islands in the South China
Sea,which it described as a "marine
paradise" due to the "highlyproduc-
tive fisheries and extensivecoral reef
ecosystems, which are among e
most biodiverse in the world." ,
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The Chinese Foreign Ministry
argued that China's construction
.projects have gone "through years
of scientific assessments and rigor-
ous tests, and are subject to strict -,
standards and requirements of
environmental protection. "
It maintained that "China cares

about proterting the ecological en-
vironment of relevant islands, reefs,
and waters more than any other
country, organization, or people in
the world."

'Just another show'

Herman Tiu Laurel, president of
Manila-balled think tank Asian Cen-
tury Philippines Strategic Studies,
said the in itiative was just a part of
the "United States-inspired China-
threat propaganda series.
"How can an environmenta

case versus China prosper when
even the AlFP(Armed Forces of the
Philippines) and PCG reports ot
coral destruction continue to be
based in their own words on mere
suspicion," Laurel told The Manila
Times on ·Wednesday.
"They cannot present proof be-

cause they have nothing except oral
diarrhea," Laurel added.
He said the coral destruction

in the South'China Sea has been
a "half-century-old problem"
caused by destructive dynamite
and cyanide fishing.
Such illegal fishing practices, he

said, were due to the government's
neglect of the Filipino fishermen's
economic plight, failure of the
policing by the PCG, and in recent
decades due to the warming of the
oceans and rising acidity of the sea.
"Like the fraudulent charge of

Chinese coast guard harassment of
Filipino fishermen that has never
been proven, this 'environmental
case' will ultimately backfire on the
credibility of the Philippine govern-
ment and the PCG," he added.
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:PHto file sultvs China Reparati

It ruled that by undertaking such
activities, China had "violated its
obligation to preserve and protect
fragileecosystemsand the habitat of
depleted, threatened, orendangered
species" and "inflicted irreparable
harm to the marine environment."
Scientists and marine experts

testified before the Tribunal that
the process employed by Chinese
poachers-in carrying out their il-
legal fishing activities destroyed the
coral reefs surrounding the dams
and may have actually caused more
environmental destruction.
Chinese dredging and island-

building activities have damaged
or destroyed at least 55 square kilo-
meters of reef,while the destructive
methods of giant dam fishermen
have destroyed 104 sq km of once-
living coral.
.The Tribunal also determined

that the Chinese government
was responsible for the poaching
that ensured the devastation of
coral reefs.
It noted that Chinese authorities

were aware that their fishermen had
harvested endangered sea turtles,
coral, and giant dams on a substan-
tial scale in the South China Seaus-
ing methods that inflict severedam-
age on the coral reef environment.
The Tribunal accused China

of not fulfilling its obligations
to stop such activities and even
suggested that Chines~ fishermen
were allowed to harvest the clams
on land features in the South
China Sea, where China would
soon,be' building.'
It.saidit had asked China to

provide its environmental assess-
ment studies, which are required
by Article 206 of the United Na-
tions Convention 'on the Law of
the Sea (Undos).
Since it refused to participate in

the arbitration proceedings and did
not recognize the legality of the Tri-
bunal ruling, China did not comply.
Numerous statements issued in

the past by the Chinese government
rejected the notion that China's
island-building activities in the
South China Seawere harming the
environment.

Sen.AnalTheresla "Rista"Hontiveros
said China sho ld pay environmen-
tal damages fo the destruction of
the reefecosyst ms in the WPSaris-
, ing from its re amation activities
in the area,
'We have right to demand

payment," H ntiveros said in a
statement in Pi ipino.
Dr. Deo On a, a scientist from

the University f the Philippines'
Marine Science Institute, estimated
that the Phili pines was losing
around P33.1 b llionannuallyfrom
the damaged eef ecosystems in
Panatag Shoal d Spratlys Islands
due to China' s ~ damation activities
intheWPS. '
Onda said e amount was de-

termined usin a baseline value
of $353,429 r PI8 million per
hectal:e per y ar for coral reefs
based on a st dy by Elsevier, a
Dutch cornpa y specializing in
scientific, tech ical, and medical
information a d analytics.

"We should seek payment for
damages caus d by China in the'
WPS. We cou d obtain billions'
[of pesos] if we can obligate
China to pay [damages]," Hon-
tiveros added.
The senator ed Resolution 804,

condemning C ina's massive coral'
harvesting in e are~as she sought'
an inquiry into the matter.
Hontiveros aid 'that if China

pays ;2111 its deb to the Philippines,
"it would surel help address" the
economic crisi it was facing."
"This will no be the first time for

.us to seek rep ations. Japan paid .
our' country fo her destruction of
Man ila during odd War 2," Hon-
tiveros said.
She added, "And in 'more re-

cent history, e United States of
America also ,~id the Philippines
P8? million a ,er tht, USS Guard-
ian damaged T bbataha Reefin the
Sulu Sea." : ~
The 2016 A ' itraj Award clear-

ly invalidated China's sweeping
and ex.pansivJ~laims in the WPS,
she Said. -II: 'I
"'Thisis a cas,.;.we.~im b~caus~ of

OU], dogged cd mlur1ent to abide
by intematiorji I law and uphold
the truth. It is only right that we
purs,~e.all op~. ~s to ~ake China

.,...!aYi ,Hontiver,.s added.
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Gov't mull'se vironme
cc;tsevsCbina lover co s

By DAP,HNE GALVEZ

The Philippines is con-
sidering filing a new co -
plaint against China befq
an international tribun I
following the reported ha -
vesting and destruction f
corals in the disputed We t
Philippine Sea.·

. Solicitor General Menard
Guevarra said yesterday that
his officeis in the "fact-finding
and data gathering stage"
in studying its legal options
regarding issues on the West
Philippine Sea.

France renews offer to help
build submarine for Phi.

Story on Page 6

"We shall evaluate the mer-
its of each and every legal op-
tion, including the possible fil-
ing of a new complaint against
China before an international
tribunal," he told The STAR
in a text message. "These mat-
ters require a lot of prudence
and circumspection in view of
their potential impact on our
national interests."

The Department of Justice
(DOn has recommended the
filing of cases against China
over the harvest and destruc-
tion of corals in the West Ph\l-
ippineSea.

JusticeSecretaryJesusCrispin
Remulla said he will discuss the
matter with Executive?ecretaty

Turn to Page 4
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ucasBersamin at "the soonestpossible forced to pay. They are rp~bing our
. e." fishermen of their livelihoo ,they are

Be said the case is a "very good" even destroying our natur Iresourc-
ne to file in behalf of the Philippines es. If China can payoff all its debts to

'for the sake of humanity itself." the Philippines, it will definitely help
In 2013, the Philippines filed a in the economic crisis we are facing,"

omplaint against China for its mas- Hontiveros said.
ive claims in the South China Sea Resolution 804 also stated that
nder its nine-dash line claim. . the government cannot tolerate the
, The Permanent Court of Arbitra- continuing harm to the environment,
.on, in 2016, ruled in favor of the economy and security brought about
hilippines, saying the nine-dash line by China's incursions, and must
as no legal basis under international .explore available resources to hold

aw, China, however, refused to rec- China accountable, including a claim
gnize the ruling. for damages to be filed with the Court

The Armed Forces of the Philip- of Arbitration.
ines Western Command (AFP-
ESCOM) earlier reported the

iscovery of missing and destroyed
orals after Chinese militia vessels
eft Rozul Reef.

"Tandaan natin, with or without
territorial dispute, the destruction
f the environment is a sin against
umanity. It's a very ripe case for
djudication," Remulla said at a press
riefing.

The Philippine government, the
OJ chief said, can tap the best legal
xperts to li.elp with the case, add-
ng that the country already has a
ot of evidence for its case against
hina since the destruction of coral

eefs "has been happening for many
ears."

"The matter is ripe for the filing
f a case in international tribunals,"
eadded.
At the Senate, Sen. Risa Hontive-

os filed proposed Senate Resolution
04 condemning the massive coral
arvesting and urging the appropri-
te Senate committee to conduct an
nquiry into the matter, .

"We should seek payment for
amages caused by China in the
PS. We will get billions if China is

Farmers back case
The Philippine Chamber of Ag-

riculture and Food Inc. (PCAFI) on
Wednesday said that the govern-
ment should file a case against those
involved in the destruction of coral
reefs in Rozul Shoal near Palawan,
widely believed to have been perpe-
trated by the Chinese.

At a press conference, PFAO presi-
dent Danilo Fausto said the country's
coral reefs are bigger compared to the
Great Barrier Reef in Australia.

"Nakakaiyak," Fausto said when
asked after the AFP-WESCOM re-
ported the plunder of corals in Ro-
zul Reef, with Chinese as primary
suspects.

The United States - through its
top diplomat in the Philippines - has
expressed alarm over the destruction
of corals in the West Philippine Sea.

"We have more coral reef than the
Great Barrier Reef in Australia, 2,500
(individual reefs) I think in Australia,
we have 3,500.What is worse is that
these are the homes of the fish, the
corals. If you cut the corals, they can
still grow but in this case, even the
roots were removed," Fausto said.

"We would like to strong y en-
courage the government to file case,
an environment case against those
people who did this. The entire orld
should know what they are dcing to
our environment, to our cor 1 reefs,
to the future food of our people They
destroyed the coral reefs, that elow
the belt," he added.

For his part, Pambansang akas
ng Kilusang Mamamalak 'a ng
Pilipinas (Pamalaka -a) n ional
chairman Fernando Hicap s< d the
country should raise the issi to the
United Nations General A. mbly
(UNGA).

"Our call for the M lI'COS < min-
istration is to elevate th iSSUE to the
UN General Assembly so th at the
matter will be discusse .Wh _hina
did was illegal, arbitra -:y aft it en-
tered our jurisdiction and d raged
our resources," Hicap s.ud.

Foreign Affairs Secre ary E ..rique
Manalo, Environment Se tary
Maria Antonia Yulo-Loyzag and
Health Secretary Ted Herbo lead
the Philippine delegati m to 78th
session ofthe UNGA at he U ead-
quarters in New YorkC ty frcr Sept.
18 to 26, 2023.

At the same time, Hicap acked
the statement of the Pre dent at the
government will imple nent c hing
ban to address overfi ng an ecure
fish stocks.

"We are not against tile fisl gban
as it is being implemented eady
during the breeding se on (11 •sh in
specific areas, not the entire f hing
grounds," he added.

He stressed the need to rictly
implement the Fisheries C r' e of
1998 to ban foreign fishing essels
from encroaching on e cc try's
fisheries resources.

"At least 80 percent of 0 r im-
ported fish comes from Chi a but
the Chinese sourced t ese i West
Philippine Sea.That's the reaso why
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there is a 70 percent drop in the fish
of our local fisherfolk" since ,2020,
Hicap added. '

Further decline is expected amid
reports ofmassive poaching of corals
by the Chinese, he said.

, Fishers group Tugon Kabuhayan
convenor Norberto Chingcuanco
said that various fisherfolk organiza-
tions support the government cam-
paign to make China accountable for
the destruction of coral reefs in West
Philippine Sea. '
, "We are fish farmers, we are not

fish hunters, nonetheless, we join
the West Philippine Sea alliance, a
loose group by,private sector aimed
to help develop our towns along the
coast and to create more activities in
the West Philippine Sea. Weare very
glad that the government is currently
pursuing many activities ... Wehave
to allow them to take the lead," Ch-
ingcuanco said.

No harm
At the Philippine Mission to the

United Nations in Geneva, the coun-
try highlighted the "no harm rule"
obligation of states not to harm or
pollute marine environment and
ensure this is carried out.

The mission took part Tuesday
in the proceedings on the request
submitted by the Commission of
Small Island States (COSIS) to the
International Tribunal for the Law of
the Sea for advisory opinion that has
potential to impact how the United
Nations Convention on the Law of
the Sea (UNCLOS) is interpreted in
the future. .
, The request is unprecedented for

the law of the sea, and is the first such
opinion sought on specific issues
associated with sea level rise and
climate change in general.

Ambassador Maria Angela Ponce,
,assistant secretary for maritime and
oceans affairs of 'the Department of

.Foreign Affairs, said the South China
Seaarbitration - cited by many states
particip~ting in these proceedings
- provides determination on the ob-
ligation to protect and preserve the
marine environment.

"The South China Seaarbitration is
legallybinding intemationallaw, with
itsproceedings faithfullycarried out in
accordancewith UNCLOS.Ithas been
cited by this Tribunal itself in its Mau-
ritius v.Maldives decision.Its validity
cannot be assailed," Ponce said.

She said the Philippines considers
the South China Sea arbitration as
"part of customary international law
which covers areas within national
jurisdiction as well as areas beyond
national jurisdiction."
, Ponce said this requires states

to take active measures to prevent
harm, to "conserve marine living re-
sources" and "preserve the ecological
balance of the oceans as a whole."

She discussed the "no-harm" rule
as a customary norm and the obliga-
tion ofdue diligence as an imperative
duty.

Carlos Sorreta, Philippine per-
manent representative to the UN in
Geneva, said vulnerability is evident '
in Philippine coastal and marine
ecosystems now deteriorating at
alarming rates.

"Studies and reports reveal coastal
erosion, bleaching of coral reefs,
loss of sea grass and conversion of
mangrove areas which, in tum, affect
marine resources and the livelihood
of our coastal communities," Sorreta
said.

Assistant SolicitorGeneral Gilbert
Medrano said the questions posed
by COSISare legal in nature as they
require the tribunal to interpret spe-
cificprovisions ofUNCLOS"without
implicating any dispute between or
among States Parties."

-With Bella Cariaso, Cecille
Suede Feli e, Pia Lee-Brago
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Hontiveros wants China to pay fore::~=~:~ro~~::~dC:O~~rt>so that .
Hontiveros, on Wednesday, September China wouldfootthe billofthe country's
20, renewed her callforChinato indem - COVID-19response.
nify the Philippine government for the This was after a scientist from the
environmental damages it caused in the University of the Philippines' (UP)
West Philippine Sea (WPS). Marine Science Institute Dr. Deo Onda

Hontiveros made the push after the estimated that the Philippines was los-
Philippine Coast Guard (PCG)recently ing around P33.1billion annually from
confirmed the destruction ofcoral reefs the damaged reefecosystems in Panatag
in RozulReefand EscodaShoalthatwas Shoal and Spratlys Islands due to Chi-
most likelycaused byChinesemaritime na's reclamation activities in the area.
militia vessels. According to Onda, the amount was

In response to this, the senator filed determined using a baseline value of
SenateResolutionNo.804, condemning $353,429 or P18-million per hectare
the massive coral harvesting, and urg- per year for coral reefs based on a study
ing the appropriate Senate committee conductedbyElsevier,aDutchcompany
to conduct an inquiry into the matter. specializing in scientific, technical, and

((Weshould seek payment for dam - medical information and analytics.
ages caused by China in the WPS.Aabot "This will not be the first time for
ng bilyon-bilyon ang makukuha natin us to seek reparations. Japan paid our
kungmaoobligangmagbayadangTsina country for her destruction of Manila
(Chinawillbe obligated to pay us in bil- during WorldWar II, and in more recent
lions ifwe do so)," Hontiveros said. history, the United States of America

"Ninanakawan na nga nila ng also paid the Philippines P87-million,
hanapbuhayangatingmgamangingis:- after the USSGuardian damaged Tub-
da, winawasak pa nila ang ating likas- bataha Reefin the SuluSea," Hontiveros
yaman. Kung mabayaran ng Tsina ang recalled.
lahat ng utang niya sa Pilipinas, sigura - «May karapatan tayong maningil
dong makakatulong ito sa kinakaharap (we have the right to charge them for
natingkrisissaekonomiya(Notonlyar~ it), "Hontiveros explained.
they stealing from the livelihood of our In the explanatory note ofher reso-
fishermen, they are also destroying our lution, Hontiveros reiterated that the
natural resources. IfChinawillpayus for protection of the country's marine life
all thattheyoweus, I'm certain this will requires effectively' securing its terri-
help us solve the economic crisis we are torial integrity. Thus, the government
facing)," she further said. cannot tolerate the continuing harms

During the height of the pandemic, done to its environment, economy and
Hontiveros also filed Senate Resolution securitybrought aboutbyChina's incur-
No.369, calling on the Executiveto ex- sions. (Hannah Torregoza)

TITlE ,
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makatao iyan," he added.
(It is okay to dispute territo-

ries politically and diplomati-
cally. But to destroy the corals,
which house the fish, that's in-
humane.)

Earlier this week, defense
officials confirmed that coral
reefs in Rozul Reef and Escoda
Shoal in the West Philippine
Sea were destroyed by Chinese
Maritime Militia. (Related
story: https:IIBUSINBSSMIR-
ROR.com.phI2023109/1BI
pcg-confirms-sepere-reef-
damage-in-2-wps-featuresl)

Diovanie De Jesus of Oceana
said it might take decades for
coral reefs in the area to recover
since they weretotallydestroyed.

DeJesus also noted that pay-
ment for damages may not be
enough to cover the rehabilita-
tion of the area but would still
be better than zero.

"Atleast we can ask for some-
thing. We can use these pay-
ments for other projects like
establishing marine protected
areas in the West Philippine Sea
and protect existing reefs other
than these destroyed reefs," he
said in a television interview on
Wednesday.

CONTINUED ON As

By JASPER EMMANUEL Y. ARCALAS

>I @jearcalas

THE Philippine Chamber
of Agriculture and Food
Inc. (PCAFI) urged the

Marcos Jr. administration to
pursue the filing of an environ-
mental case against China over
the destruction of coral reefs in
the West Philippine Sea.

PCAFI President Danilo V.
Fausto said they are "strongly
encouraging" the government
to file an environmental case
against the people behind the
destruction of the country's
coral reefs in the West Philip-
pine Sea.

In doing so, Fausto pointed
out, the world would be aware of
what is happening to the future
food sources of the Filipinos.

"Nakakaiyak. Iyong sinira
ang coral reefs, below the
belt na iyon [That's so heart-
breaking. Destroying the
coral reefs, that's below the
belt]," PCAFI President Dani-
10 V. Fausto said during his
troup's forum on Wednesday.

"Iyong political, territorial,
okay yon pag-awayan politically,
diplomatically. Peroiyongcorals
eh bahay ng mga isda, hindi na
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PCAFI, RISA: UE CHINA FOR CORALS D
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Philippines is losing at least $6475 million (P33.67
billion) annually from the marine resources-within
the country's exclusive economic zone (EEl)-that
were destroyed by China.

Senate push
MEANWHilE., senators are stepping up a clamor

. for China to pay for environmental damages it
caused in the West Philippine Sea.

Deputy Minority leader Risa Hontiveros led
the push after the Philippine Coast Guard recently
confirmed that the destruction of coral reefs in Ro-
zul Reef and Escoda Shoal was most likely caused
by Chinese maritime militia vessels.

The senator then filed Proposed Senate
Resolution No. 804, condemning the massive (oral
harvesting and urging' the appropriate Senate
Committee to conduct an inquiry into the matter.

"We should seek paymentfor damages caused
by China in the WPS. Aabot ng bilyon-bilyon ang
makukuhanatin kung mao-obligang magbayad
ang Tsina. Ninanakawan na nga nila ng hanapbu-
hay ang ating mga mangingisda, winawasak pa

Vly

De Jesus pointed out that this is not the "only
case" where the country's coral reefs in the West
Philippine Sea were destroyed.

Justice Secretary Jesus Crispin Remulla earlier
said the Department of Justice (DOJ)will recommend
to Malacanang the filing of casesagainst China for the
destruction of coral reefs and harvesting of corals in
the West Philippine Sea. (Related story: https://
businessmirror.com.phI1023/09/19/doj-to-rec-
ommend-filing-of-case-vs-china-over-destruc-
tion-of-maritime-environment-in-wp~

In 2019, the BuslNEssMIRRQRreported that
China's increasing demand for food will deplete
marine resources in the West Philippine Sea and
wreak havoc on the country's fish supply in the
near future. (Related story: https://businessm/r-
ror.com.ph/2019/01/04/china-fast-outstripping-
phl-fish-catch-in-eez-maritime-experts-waml)

The loss is not just on account of China's rapid
devouring of Philippine fish. Its massive reclamation
and artificial island building has destroyed vital
coral reefs that provide habitat to marine resources.
According to estimates by marine experts, the

specializing in scientific, technical, and medical in-
formation and analytics.

"This will not be the first time for us to
seek reparations. Japan paid our country for her
destruction of Manila during World War II, and in
more recent history, the United States of America
also paid the Philippines P87 million, after the
USSGuardian damaged Tubbataha Reef in the Sulu
Sea. May karapatan tayong maningil [We have the
right to demand payment]," Hontiveros explained.

The resolution also states that the government
cannot tolerate the continuing harms to the
environment, economy, and security brought about by
China'sincursions,and must explore available recources
to hold China accountable, incfuding a daim for dam-
agesto befiled with the Pennanent of CourtArbitration.

"Our 2016 Arbitral Award clearly invalidated
China's sweeping and expansive claims in the
WPS. This is a case we won because of our dogged
commitment to abide by international law and
uphold the truth. It is only right that we pursue all
options to make China pay," Hontiveros concluded.

With a report by Butch Fernandez

MAGE
nila ang ating likas-yaman. Kung mabayaran ng
Tsina ang lahat ng utang niya sa Pilipinas, siqu-
radong makakatulong ita sa kinakaharap nating
krisis sa ekonomiya. [We can get billions of com-
pensation if China is obliged to pay up. They have
not just deprived our people of livelihood; they
have stolen our natural riches. If China is made to
pay up all it owes the Philippines, that can help us
deal with the economic cris~l." Hontiveros said.

In 2020, at the height of the pandemic, the
senator filed PSRNo. 369, calling on the Executive to
exert legal and diplomatic efforts so that Chinawould
foot the bill for our Covid-19 response. This call came
after Dr. Deo Onda, a scientist from the University of
the Philippines' Marine Sdence Institute, estimated
that the Philippines was losing around P33.1 billion
annually from the damaged reef ecosystems in Pana-
tag Shoal and Spratlys Islandsdue to China's redama-
tion activities in the area.

Onda then explained that the amount was de-
termined using a baseline value of $353,429 or P18
million per hectare per year for coral reefs based
on a study conducted by Elsevier, a Dutch company
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ohol exec seeks halt to construction activ.ties near natural attractio
in 6 towns as resorts, tourism establishments rise

r
r

By Leo Udtohan
@leoudto anINQ

TAGBILA AN CITY-A Bohol
official har> asked the Depart-
ment of Environment and Nat-
ural Resources (DENR) to stop
the construction of structures
within the vicinity of the Choc-
olate Hills 'to help preserve the
province's major tourist attrac-
tion spanning at least sixtowns.

Board Member Jamie Au-
mentado vlllamor, a lawyer and
the ch~ir o~ the provin~ial board
committee on environment,
said there should be no room
for .ambiguity in the guidelines
set by DE~R's Protected Area
Management Board (PAMB).

"The DtNR-PAMB, in con-
sultation with stakeholders,
must address the ambiguity of
the rules and guidelines in the
development and management
of our protected areas to en-
sure long-term protection and
conservation," she said.

PAMB, which oversees the
Chocolate Hills, is led by the
DENR regi~nal director with
the 'provinc al governor, may-
ors and ba angay captains in
the towns o~ Carmen, Bilar, Ba-
tuan, Sagbayan, Sierra Bullones
and Valencia as members.

Villamor asked the PAMB
to stop the applications for any
construction activity in areas
near the Chocolate Hills while
the provincial board is discussing
amendments~ Resolution NO.5,
Series 2012, w, ich guides the ec-
otourism dev lopment and man-
agement of the Chocolate Hills.

The latest attractions-Cap-

TOO CLOSE Guests at Captain's Peak Garden and Resort
in Sagbayan, Bohol, get to see the world-famous Chocolate
Hills up close. -LEO UDTOHAN

tain's Peak Garden and Resort in
Sagbayan town and Bud Agta in
Carmen town-became contro-
versial due to the construction of
"illegal and informal" structures,
including swimming pools,
slides and cottages that were too
close to the mounds.

Under the guidelines, how-
ever. private property owners
near the Chocolate Hills are al-
lowed to develop their land.

First geopark
The Chocolate Hills was

declared as the country's first
geopark by the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cul-
tural Organization (Unesco). The
attraction is composed of 1,776
limestone mounds, which look
like chocolates during dry Season
and which create an otherworldly
backdrop. The biggest concentra-
tions of hills are in the towns of
Carmen, Batuan and Sagbayan.

Some structures were built
near the Chocolate Hills to
accommodate tourists. The

Chocolate Hills complex was
constructed in Barangay Bue-
nos Aires in Carmen town in
the 1970S. The development
of the Sagbayan Peak and the
Chocolate Hills Adventure Park
(CHAP) followed later.

These structures, however,
were developed even before
the Chocolate Hills had been
proclaimed as a protected area.

Recently, Gov. Aris Aumenta-
do ordered an investigation into
the defacement of the Chocolate
Hills due to illegal structures.

"All these Chocolate Hills
must be accounted for. We can't
afford to lose [even) one:' he said.

On Sept. 8, Villamor's com-
mittee conducted an investi-
gation on the construction of
structures at Captain's Peak
Garden and Resort in Barangay
Canmano in Sagbayan.

During the inspection, Vil-
lamor and other board mem-
bers found out that the resort
built cottages and water. slides
for a swimming pool at the foot

to
or sides of at east th ee hills.

Villamor said the Bfailed
to explain fully why i llowed the
resort to use at least o-percent
portion of the hoco e Hills.

FolIo gr s
But in a Fac iok post,

Captain's Peal Gan e and Re-
sort said the establi: ment fol-
lowed all la and r gulations
set by the governmei

"Captain's Peak G rden and
Resort manag ment ill take
care of the Chocola:e ills that
surround the area:' said its
owner, Edgar utton.

Another r ort, B d Agta,
in Barangay "amboa in Car-
men was also ited b environ;
mentalists for illegal ructures
built near the -::hocol Hills.

Villamor aid th t while
development ras ess ntial for
growth and progres it was
equally important at this
would be done in acordance
with the policy of the ate.

"My hope i for lea ers, dif-
ferent govern nent gencies,
and all stakeho ders t vork on
policies that truly pre' rve and
conserve our natural eritage,
especially so t at th s i a pro-
tected area under the ational
Integrated Prot cted Ar as Sys
tern Act of 1992, ' she sal .

"Even befo .e Bol ol was
declared as the only Unesco
geopark in the P . ippir Choc-
olate Hills (alre, dy) si ify the
natural abundar e of prov-
ince. While deve opme is im-
portant, it must trike. alance
with environmental and ltural
preservation, " Villamor s d. [NQ
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UNtTfD NATIONS: Dozens of nations are
set Wednesday to sign a historic treaty
on protecting the high seas, seeking
the quick entry into force of an accord
designed to protect ecosystems vital
to the planet.

The United Nations in July sealed
the first treaty on the high seas after
'15 ~ears of discussion.

The start of signatures, during the
I

annual UN General Assembly, "rf,pre-
sents an important step to establi~hing
meaningful protections," said Ni~ola
Clark of the Ocean Governance Project
of The Pew Charitable Trusts.

"We begin a new chapter where
the global community must take
bold action in order to realize those
protections, and ensure the ocean's
enormous reservoirs of biodiversity

continue to provide benefits for ocean
health and the communities across
the globe that depend on it," she said.

The text of the treaty was formally
adopted by consensus even though
Russia said that parts of it were un-
acceptable.

The high seas start beyond coun-
tries' exclusive economic zones, or

>RealityA8

<. ,I

• RE~LlT. FROM-A 1 .;

H ig seas treaty moves clos
200 nal~cal hiles (370 kilorne- in December. . "We have 1 s than seven years
ters) o~f coa dines - covering, to protect 30 p rcent of the oceans.
nearlyhalfth planet. , 'Race.to ratlflcatlon', There is no ti e to waste.t he said,

Non the I s, theyhave long : , . _'i';. ,""" "The raee 0 ratification lias
been i ored,ndiscussionsonthe The treaty will come into force.120 begun and w urge countries to
environ ent days after 60 countries ratify it. be ambitious atify the treaty and

A ke 'tool n the treaty wiWbe, According'to the United .Na~'~ make sure' it' nt~s into force. in
the abil ty to eate protected ma- tions, more than -60 governments 2025~" But ev p if'the treaty draws
riiie are s in nternational waters plan to initial the treaty-starting the 60 ratifications needed to come
- only ~rou d 1 percent of which Wednesday. But formal ratification into force, it would still be well
are noY{prot cted by any sort of depends on each country's own below the universal support for
conservation ~easures. domestic process, 'action sought by environmental

The 1J;eaty s seen as crucial to Mads Christensen, interim ex- defenders.
an agreementjo protect 30 percent ecutive director of Creenpeace Oceans are criticalforthe health
of the world's oceans and lands by International, voiced hope that of the ·whole planet, protecting
2030, as agrjed by governments the treaty would come into force often microscopic biodiversity
in a se arat historic accord on in 2025, when the next UN Oceans that supports half of the oxygen
biodive sity ached in Montreal conference takes place in France. breathed by I nd life. The oceans

r·to rea 1ity
are also critical to limiting climate
change by helping absor green-
house gas emissions.

The treaty, officially k town as
the treaty on "Biodiversity Beyond
National Jurisdiction" cr ~BNJ,
also introduces requirements to
carry out environmenta impact
studies for proposed activities on
the high seas.

Such activities, while n t listed
in the text, would include .mything
from fishing and maritime trans-
port to more controversial pursuits
such as deep-sea mining or even
geo-engineering program S aimed
at fighting global warming. .

AFP



STRATEGIC

~~;MUNICATlON Busm' I1I.nnl"!-"or--=---- INITIATIVES ~'I.U"'I'
SERVICE - __

~
~ r;;fl

TITlE: Can Jblue economy~helpraise
PHL to middle-class status?

DIPLOMATIC DISPATCH
Malou Talosig-Bartolome

MANYFilipinos are probably
unaware that their national
government has a grand vi-

sion of eliminating poverty by 2040.
Recently, the National Economic

and Development Authority (Neda)
and the National Security Council
(NSC) released two interesting docu-
ments that spelled out the plans of the
Marcos Jr. administration: the Philip-
pine Development Plan (PDP) 2023-
2028, and the Philippine National Se-
curity Policy (NSP) 2023-2028.

"By 2040, the Philippines shall be
a prosperous, predominantly middle-
class society where no one is poor; our
peoples shalllive long and healthy lives,
be smart and innovative, and shalllive
in a high-trust society where families
thrive in vibrant, culturally diverse,
and resilient communities," Neda wrote
about the PDP.

The NSC, on one hand, incorporated
for the first time its vision for the Phil-
ippines as an archipelagic country: "A
free, resilient, peaceful, and prosperous
archipelagic and maritime nation, at
peace with itself and its neighbors, en-
abled and protected by reliable defense
and public safety systems."

The policy-making body on the
overall security of the country finally
declared that the core of Philippine
existence and consciousness lies in its
being a group of islands.

"We are a maritime nation. [We
stand for what we are.] This is a big
shift ofhowwe see ourselves," Assistant
Secretary Jonathan Malayaofthe NSC
said in a seminar by Waypoints Project
to the media last September 8.

Can this new realization of national
identity as a maritime nation steer the
economy toward the middle-income
bracket?

The blue economy
THE maritime spa4e is bigger than the
"land space" in the Philippines. But
most of the country's laws, policies and
economic activities r,re focused on land,
lamented Dr. Julio Amador who is the
founder of Amador Research Services.

No wonder, des~ite our vast natu-
ral marine resour~es, the fisherfolk
sector is the poore~t among the poor
in our nation.

Based on the 2022 survey of the
Philippine Statistics Authority, the
poverty incidence lmong fisherfolks
is at 30.6 percent. Dr. Rosalie Hall,
University of the Philippines-Visayas
professor, saidalmost Zmillion ofthese
small-scale fishermen are engaged in
capture fishing as li~.lelihood.They use
non-motorized boaFs and with that
limitation, they ca~ only fish in mu-
nicipal waters, and npt in the exclusive
economic zone-including the Kalay-
aan Island Group.

The solution? Develop the country
into a "blue economy."

The terms means the country will
employ the sustainable use of ocean
resources for economic growth. The
key word is "sustainable," as simple
exploitation ofmarine resources would
also deprivethenextgeneration of such
in the future. Blue economy consists
of fisheries and aquaculture on one
hand, and maritime transport such
as ports, containers, ships and tank-
ers on the other.

To achieve a state of blue economy,
the departments of Agriculture, Trade
and Industry, Bnvironment and Natu-
ral Resources, Science and Technology,
as well as other "relevant agencies,"
must "allocate the needed resources to
harness the full potential of the blue
economy."

By how much? It didn't say.
Dr. John Paolo Rivera, who is Oiko-

nomia Advisory and Research's presi-
dent and chief economist, acknowl-
edged that these plans are "good," but
said "there are policy challenges remi-
niscent of what we have experienced
in the 'green economy.'''

He thinks the public has to be,
first and foremost, aware of the need
to save the oceans and seas to bring
food to the table: "Conservation and
preservation efforts should be part of
our system. Sustainability must be a
part of our economy, politics, society,
way of living."

I also could not find specific plans
about research and development; more
so, scientific research on minerals and
marine environment: R&D is the most
important investment that can iden-
tify one's most important asset, ways
to harness such, and how to beat the
competition.

(an PHL beat the deadline?
NEDA targets that the average family
income of farm laborers and fisher folk
would improve by 20 percent to 30 per-
cent by 2025, and the same by 2027
compared with 2015 to 2018 levels.

But what is the 2015-2018 level?
"Baseline and targets will be updated
upon the release of the official 2021
data from the 'Family Income and Ex-
penditure Survey' in the 1st quarter of
2023," the footnote reads. (Now, forgive
me. I can't find data on the FIES that
was supposedly released this year.)

Neda plans are not specific with
timelines and target numbers. Just
generalizations, and they would not
even pass the S.M.A.R.T. (specific,
measurable, achievable, relevant, and
time-bound) method of goal-setting.

Dr. Rivera said beating poverty in
12 years can still be achieved. But we
should have done concrete actions
"yesterday."

"Tomorrow might be too late.
Enough of unnecessary debates in gov-
ernment ifwewant the blue economy to
happen by 2040," he concluded.
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BANGKOK: ost species of the
famously I rge Rafflesia flower,
which has 1 ng captured people's
imaginatio with its enormous
speckled r d petals, are now at
risk of exti ction, new research
warned on ednesday

Rafflesia s actually a parasite,
and lives 0 tropical vines across
parts of Sou east Asia, producing
blooms tha are among the largest
in theworl .

It is som thing of an enigma,
with its flo ers emerging unpre-
dictably, an botanists have had
'limited success propagating it
outside its natural environment.

One species of the flower is
currently classed as "critically,
endangered." according to the
International Union for Conserva-
tion of Natu~e.

To better nderstand the plant
and its con ervation status, an
internation group of botanists
examined 42 own Rafflesia spe-
cies and thei habitats, primarily
Brunei, Indo esia, Malaysia, the
Philippines a d Thailand.

BIG 'BLOSSOM' The Rafflesia flower is pictured at an
unidentified location in this undated photo. AFP FI E PHOTO

Based on the rapid disappear- wrote in the study, published in
ance of its forest habitats, as well as the peer -reviewed "Plants, People,
insufficient conservation strategies Planet" journal on Wednesday.
and protection plans, the plant is Some species risk going extinct
at far greater risk than previously before they are even known to sci-
known, they said. ence, the study said, urging more

"We estimate that 60 percent research into the unusual plant.
of Rafflesia species face a severe ·We urgently need a joined-up,
risk of extinction," the researchers cross-regional approach to save

DATE

st dy
some of the wo .ld's 1'1 st remark-
able flowers, most of which are
now on the brink ofteing lost,"
said Chris Thorogood, deputy
director of Oxford Un versity's Bo-
tanical Garden and a 1dyauthor.

The research poi out that
the plant is b lievec to grow
in fairly limit 1 ar ,making
it particular! vul r.rable to
habitat destru non

It also highlights sevt ral bright
spots in conservatio i efforts,
including successful propagation
at a botanical garden Indone-
sia's West Java and stainable
ecotourism around tl plant in
West Sumatra.

Last year, nations ~I dged to
protect 30 percent of t e world's
land and seas by 2030 ., a land-
mark deal to slow the sappear-
ance of species and ecos terns.

Repeated studies ha warned
that the twin threats 0 climate
change and environmental de-
struction caused by h tans are
dramatically re- ring iodiver-
sity worldwide. AFP
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DENRexec vows push for responsible, globally competitive mining i dustry

AN official of the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR) said the agency is committed

to establishing a responsible and globally
competitive mining industry, which is
faced with yet another mining tax regime
in the offing.

Interviewed at the sideline of the
2023 Mining Philippines International
Conference and Exhibition in Mandaluyong
City on Tuesday, DENR Undersecretary for
Integrated Science Carlos Primo David said
starting next year, the DENRwill push for a
more efficient and transparent system in the
Mines and Geosciences Bureau (MGB), which
regulates mining, as an integral part of the
administration's mining governance efforts.

The event came a day after the House
appropriations committee approved the new
fiscal regime for the mining sector, a measure
that will generate an additional P37.S billion
in revenues for the government in the first full
year of its implementation. The Chamber of
Mines of the Philippines (COMP) had earlier
said the current mining tax regime is already
high and an additional increase in mining tax
will hobble industry growth.

David, who represented DENR Secretary
Maria Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga, deliver~d the

keynote speech during event at the EDSA
Shangri-La in Mandaluyong City on Tuesday.

According to David, to help the industry,
the DENR will introdu~positive changes
in both mining ftljulation and governance
"for the expressed purpose of establishing a
more professionel, responsible and globally
competitive mining industry."

Organized by the Chamber of Mines of
the Philippines COMP,the event, which came
following a four-year hiatus, is expected to
reignite discussions on the future of mining
in the Philippines. With the theme "Seeing
Green: Shaping a Sustainable Minerals
Development Industry; the event brought
together a diverse assembly of participants,
including government officials, private sector
representatives, academics, indigenous
communities, and mining host communities,
with the hope of charting the future of mining
in the Philippines. .

According to David, several initiatives
started by the DENRaim to improve both the
regulation and governance of mining.

A licensed geologist and expert in
environmental science, David said the
DENR pilot-tested a new process called
Negotiated Sustainability and Resilience
Agreem~nr or NSRAand will work towards

its implementation next year.
"It's an add-on to the ECe [Environmental

Clearance fertificate] process: he said.
Itwoulf include a dialogue between the

--DUffi and the mining company to identify
and negotiate shared goals such as reduced
environmental Impacts, renewable energy
adoption, and community resilience for the
overall improvement oftheirquality of life.
"It will take only 90 minutes to complete;
he said, assurinq mining companies that
it will not be a burden or an additional
regulation for miners.

Nevertheless, the official said the NSRA
goes beyond compliance.

"It isa partnership based on agreed values,
principles, and specific milestones; he said.

"To date, two mines have underqone the
process-a new gold mine up in Kalinga
and one of the largest copper mines in the
Visayas; he said.

"When in full swing, the agreed goals will
be the hallmark of the evolution of a green
mine: David added. Meanwhile, the offiCial
said that the i>£NRis now also reviewing the
Social Develdpment Management Program
(SDMP) to link it to the United Nations (UN)
Sustainable Omlopment Goals (SDGs), tQ
build with the assurance th.at it responds to

host community and host ecosystems needs,
and to ensure that any local vulnerability is
transformed into capacity

"We shall soon be calling on .ndustry
partners to review the new program before we
put it into a DAO[Department Adrnmstrative
Order]: he said.

David also stated that DENRIS vesting
in the digitization of all mining related
information and the processing of app «ancns
and permits. "We have substantially completed
migrating all data onto a Single platfor rn, with
the exception of data from one last ivision
in the MGB [Mines and Geosciences Board].
Digitization should address making our
procedures more efficient, leading to shorter
and more transparent processing permits and
applications," he pointed out.

To boost the process, he said the
agency has engaged the expert se of
Pricewaterhou se(oopers Interna nonal
Limited-Philippines, a British multinational
professional servrces brand offirms, operatinq
as partnerships under the PwC brand.

"The pwe will be supportin lour
department-wide process as we ensure that
the bureaus and their pe1lple and techno.oqies
are fit for purpos@;h@ ended.

Jonathan L. Mayuga
........................
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DENR outlines new direction in exploration
I energy transition minerals for REmarket

HE Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) is looking
at a more focused government-led

expl ration of critical metals needed for
rene able energy (RE)transition with the end-
goal f encouraging the private sector to invest
and oost mining prospects in the Philippines,

ENRUndersecretary for Environment and
Inte ated Science Carlos Primo David issued
this atement during a news briefing at the
sideli es of the ongoing Mining Philippines
2023 International Conference and Exhibition
orga ized by the Chamber of Mines of the
Phili pines (COMP)at the Edsa Shangri-la in
Man luyong City on Tuesday.

ith the theme "Seeing Green: Shaping a
Susta nable Minerals Development Industry:
theev ntbroughttogether a diverseassemblyof

participants, including government officials,
private sector representatives, academics,
indigenous communities, and mining host
communities to chart a new path forthe future
of mining in the Philippines.

Representing DENR Secretary Maria
Antonia Yulo-loyzaga, David expressed
DENR's support to the mining industry in
terms of governance and regulation, citing
the potential of the country's minerals
development sector to be an important
player in the global RE transition market

"The government has a budget of P60
million for minerals exploration. But it's like
a 'shotgun exploration: What we want to do
is to focus it on certain areas; he explained.

Davidpointed out such a budget, which is for
the whole country, is divided into 16 for equal

distribution for every region, including Metro
Manila. Such a budget, headded, is not enough
and the DENRnow finds it imperative to focus
the exploration activities for critical minerals,
for instance, because of the increasing global
demand for electric vehicle batteries.

"Wewanted tofocus thatsmall budget and
revive exploration by government Hopefully,
when we do the initial exploration, there is
enough information forthe private sector to
get interested and continue the exploration;
he said.

David said the objective of would-be
government-led exploration is to be able
to identify minerals and declare more
mineralized areas.

"We wanted to help the industry with this
critical step. Before you develop, mining starts
with exploration. It should be government-
initiated: he stressed. Among the targeted
critical mineral deposits are nickel and
chromium, David said.
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Hesaid the government. through the Mines
and Geosciences Bureau (MGBl. will also follow
up on previously explored areas that were
eventually left or discontinued.

He said there's one potentially gold-rich
area that is not known to be a gold district that
such government-led exploration discovered
before. "We want to revive those: he said,

To do this, David said, a Department
Administrative Order or Memorandum Circular
will be needed "all for the purpose of being
able to declare an area a mineral area,
through government-led exploration, for any
mining development in any mineral area goes
additional royalty for government, and jobs,
too: said David, a licensed geologist and an
expert in environmental science,

for gold, he said, it would require a little
more extensive exploration. DaVIdsaid the plan
is to drill one or two holes and see if mere's
enough deposit in the area. for the nickel
deposit, which is at the surface, explorancn
will cover a bigger area, he said,

David said potential nickel deposits that
can be explored by the government are
those in the areas of Zambales, lsabela, and
Antique. lonathan L Mayuga
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j MVP: Amid ris~(s,m~g he s
people, enables green tech

By JONATHAN L. NlAYUGA -- @jonlmayuga

BUSINESSMAN Manuel V.Pangilinan
underscored the need for metals to
enable renewable energy technologies,

not to mention the economic benefits
it brings in terms of jobs and revenues
that translate to better social services
particularly in far-flung areas.

Speaking during the second day
of the 2023 Mining Philippines In-
ternational Conference and Exhi-
bition on Wednesday. Pangilinan
admitted there are inherent risks of
mining accidents such as the Padcal
mine tailings leak in Benguet that
polluted nearby water bodies.

However. he said. mining. done
responsibly. can provide the much-
needed boost to the economy and
enable technology that allows the
world to transition from fossil fuel
to the more sustainable renewable
energy path.

"With the theme "Seeing Green:
Shaping aSustainable Minerals De-
velopment Industry: the mining
event brought together a diverse
assembly of participants. includ-

ing government officials. private
sector representatives, academics,
indigenous communities. and min-
ing host communities.

Mining is important in the pro-
duction ofe-vehiclesand batteries-
which will require nickel, graphite.
aluminum. and copper constitute
their metal bodies and batteries,
Pangilinan said.

Meanwhile. he said solar panel
and wind farms needsteel. arsenic,
gallium. germanium. indium. and
tellurium. Wind turbines, on the
other hand. need aluminum and a
number of rare earth compounds to
make their generators lighter and
more efficient.

In many respects, sustainability
rests on green technology -- and

by extension. reliance on mining
would continue, he said.

In the migration from fossil fuel
to e-vehicles, for instance. he said
charging stations would have to be
built but it would be impossible to
do so without metals.

"Beyond minerals, mining
means jobs and incomes for our
people, especially since mines are
typically located in rural areas.
where poverty exists and jobs are
scarce: he said.

Atapressbriefing at the sideline.
he then added that in the country-
side and rural areas, mining brings
about economic benefits. helping
people escape poverty through job
generation. and national and local
government taxes paid by mining
companies are translated to proects
and better social services that ben-
efit the people.

The world is nowentering an era
of sustained resource demand as
economies expand and the popula-
tion explodes. he said.

"The Philipines missed the eco-
nomic bus during the manufactur-
ing cyclein the 50s and 60s, and the
export boom in the 70s and 80s.
This time, we cannot miss this bus
yet again, with our available min-
eral resource base," he 'said.

He warned that if the Philip-

pines failed to board the 'us. it
would leave the country no ption
but to import, which means laying
for someone else's cost of m neral
products, and their profits ,p us the
cost ofprotecting the environ -nent.
"This isnotonlyabsurd,it isa sosad
... too lazy to exploit ou nl erent
mineral wealth and an insu to us
when others - the South Arr cans,
Australians. Indonesians, and Chi-
nese - operate and manage their
mining businesses well encugh,"
he stressed.

Pangilinan said that if hese
countries can conduct their min-
ing operations responsibl and
sustainably, so can the P rilip-
pines, adding that the industry
has to further level up wr en it
comes to sustainabihty pra. tices
and standards. The industr y, he
said, should not be judged based
on the performance of its worst
member, bu't rather on how t 1e in-
dustryas a whole practices m ning
responsibly. He cited the case of
Philex which, on its own, st. pped
all operations and addresse . the
tailings pond leak problem even
to the point ofpromptlypavir gthe
PI billion fine imposed by the gov-
ernment for the accident caused by
unprecedented rain volume on its
mining area.
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x plans to v nture
• • •mini

By Othel V. Campos

PHI~EX Mining Corp.
is seeking a partner
to venture into nickel

.mining, a top executive said
Wednesday.

''This is our first time to go into nickel.
We've been in the copper-gold produc-
·tion for a long time. That's why it is im-
perative for us to get a partner who knows
nickel mines," Philex president and chief
executive Eulalio Austin Jr. said at the
Mining Philippines International Confer-
ence and Exhibition at EDSA Shangri-La
Manila in Mandaluyong City.

He also disclosed that Philex was in

talks to acquire the old Dizon mines in
Zambales province. .

Austin said that on its $2-billion cop-
per-gold pr~ject in Mindanao, the com-
pany expe~ to release an updated prefea-
sibility study (PFS) to present a solid offer'
for investorlf. He said the initial findings
of the updated PFS might be released as
early as the fourth quarter of 2023.

"Hopefully with that, we will be able
to see the revised figures based on cur-
rent prices, revenues and cost. We be-
lieve that the financials will definitely be
a lot better than the 2013 PFS," he said.

Austin said this year s.aw a ~arke?
increase in global gold pnces WhIChhit
the $1,900-per-ounce mark, higher than
$1,2S0/0z estimate in the 2013 PFS.
Copper prices are now at $380/0z, also
higher than in the past decade.

. Philex is looking for a strategic partner
for Silangan mine as demand for copper
"increased three-fold, supported by electric
vehicle (EY) and EV battery production.

Meanwhile, Philex chairman Manuel
Pangilinan underscored the contribution
of mining to the economy, saying it en-
ables green technology to flourish, ere-

.ates jobs, brings revenues and provides
additional benefits that uplift the lives
and promote the welfare of the people,
particularly in far-flung areas.

"I would then argue that in many
respects, sustainability rests on green
technology, and by extension, reliance
on mining would continue," he said.

Pangilinan said the migration from
fossil fuel to electric vehicles would
be impossible without metals. "Be-
yond minerals, mining means jobs

and incomes for our people, especially
since mines are typically located in
rural areas, where poverty exists and
jobs are scarce," he said.
. Department of Trade and Industry I

{DTI) Secretary' Fred Pascual also noted
the significant contribution of the min-
ing industry. "Mining is not just an
extraction process that leaves behind a
barren landscape. It is a means of con- .
verting our natural resources into valu-
able assets that can power the engines
of our economy, create jobs and lay the
foundation for infrastructural advance-
ments that will benefit not just our gen-
eration but those to come," Pascual said.

He said the DTI is aggressively pro-
moting the development of the green
metals sector as a major contributor to
the economy.
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Vivant unit
to complete seawater
desalination p oject

By DANESSA RIVERA

The water unit of listed Vi-
vant Corp. is completing the
country's first arid biggest util-
ity-scale seawater desalination
project in Cordova, Cebu by
year-end to meet the potable
water needs of the province.

In a statement, Isla Mactan-
Cordova Corp.' (IMCC) said it
is set to complete its P2-billion
utility-scale seawater' desalina-
tion project in December.
• At 70percent project comple-

tion, the company will begin in-
stalling key components for the
state-of-the-art seawater reverse
osmosis (SWRO)technology.

Reverse osmosis is a globally
utilized technology to remove
salt from the seawater and pro-
duce drinking water.

The project aims to address
the gap between water demand
and supply while allowing se-
verely extracted groundwater
aquifers to replenish naturally.

Once completed, the desalina-
tion plant can generate 20 mil-
lion liters a day of potable water
in the first phase.

IMCCpresident and CEOJess
Anthony Garcia pointed out that
20millionlitersa day isequivalent
to the average daily consumption
of 20,000Filipinohouseholds.

He said that the generation
capacity of the plant, which is
expected to begin commercial
operations early next year, can
be expanded to 50 million liters
a day.

The seawater desalination fa-
cility will be operated and man-
aged by IMCC, a subsidiary of
Vivant Hydrocore Holdings Inc.,
which was awarded a 25-year
contract to supply desalinated
water to the Metropolitan Cebu
Water District (MCWD).

The project is being con-
structed by Watermatic Philip-
pines (WMP), a joint venture
company of Vivant Corporation
and WaterMatic International of
Israel, while the project site was
provided through a partnership
with the municipal government
of Cordova.

Lawmakers have lauded the
project, which is seen as a step
towards a water-secure Philip-
pines, stressing that access to
safe and reliable water is an
inalienable human right .

In his speech in a recent cer-
emonial equipment installation
of the project, Senate President
Juan Miguel Zubiri said that by
ensuring uninterrupted access
to safe and potable water, the
facility will be instrumental in
helping Mactan's continued
growth and development while
addressing insufficient access to
drinking water.

"No household should have
to suffer the indignity of unclean
water, and the risk of illness and
hospital expenses' that comes
with it," he said.

Senate deputy minority floor
leader Risa Hontiveros said the
project would reduce the health
risks among Cebuanos which
are associated with unclean and
inadequate water supply.

"Our communities, and cities,
and municipalities like Cordova
need clean and sufficient water
supplies to ensure that they will
continue to be livable and nur-
turing spaces," she said.

Hontiveros said the Senate
would continue to push legisla-
tive reforms and policies that
will foster investment and use
of environmentally and energy-
efficient technologies towards
water security like desalination

lants and thers.
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Vivant unit to complete ~2- B Mactan

i d:a::~~~:o~~~~ pl:~~e~~i~5~:~~S::Of-the-art~awatme\e",
ration (IMCC), a wholly-owned can generate 20 million liters a day of osmosis (SWRO)technology.
subsidiary of Vivant Hydrocore potable water in the first phase, will Reverse osmosis is a globallyuti-
Holdings Inc., is set to complete .be operated and managed by IMCC lized technology to remove salt rrom
the country's first utility-scale which was awarded a 25-year con- the seawater and produce drin ing

II seawater desalination project in tract to supply desalinated water to water. Theproject aims to addres the
Cordova, Mactan by December the Metropolitan CebuWater District gap between water demand and sup-
this year. (MCWD). ply while allowing severely extra cted

In a statement, parent com- IMCC President and CEO Jess groundwater aquifers to rej le ish
pany Vivant Corporation said the Anthony Garcia pointed out that 20 naturally.

! , million liters a day is Plant construction on the pr ject
equivalent to the av- site which was provided thrr ugh

.erage daily consump- a partnership with the Muni cipal
tion of 20,000 Filipino Government of Cordova,is beinj un-
households. dertaken by Watermatic Philippines

He said that the (WMP), a joint venture company of
genera t ion cap ac - Vivant Corporation and WaterHatic
ity of the plant, which InternationalofIsrael.Isr elis aworld

. is expected to begin leaderin water production, cons! rva-
commercial operations tion, and technology.
early next year, can be The desalination plant is se n as
expanded to 50 million a step towards a water-secure hil-
liters a day. ippines and will be mstrumen.al in

The project, which helping Mactan's continued growth
is now 70 percent com- and development while addre sing
plete,willbegin install- insufficient access to drinking water.
ing keycomponents for (James A.Loyola)

I •
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Vivant unit set to complete
first desalination pi ntin PH

By Alena Mae S. Flores

ISLA Mactan-Cordova Corp. (IMCC)
said Wednesday it expects to complete
the country's first utility-scale seawater
desalination project illMactan, Cebu at a
cost ofP2 billion in December.

IMCe, a subsidiary of Vivant Hy-
drocore Holdings Inc., will operate
and manage the desalination plant in
Cordova town, which can generate 20
million liters a day of potable water in
the first phase.

IMCC was awarded a 25-year contract
to supply desalinated water to the Met-
ropolitan Cebu Water District (MCWD).

IMCC president and chief executive
Jess Anthony Garcia said the plant's
generation capacity is equivalent to the
average daily consumption of 20,000
Filipino households.

He said the plant, which would begin
commercial operations next year after
testing and commissioning, could be ex-
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panded to 50 million liters a day.
The project is already 70-percent

complete, ~ih key components for the
state-of-the-art seawater reverse osmosis
(SWRO) technology set to be installed.

Reverse osmosis is a globally utilized
technology to remove salt from the sea-
water and produce drinking water.

The project aims to address the gap
between water demand and supply while
allowing severely extracted groundwater
aquifers to re~lenish naturally.
. Plant construction is being undertaken
by Watermatic Philippines (WMP), a
joint venture company of Vivant Corp.
and WaterMatic International of Israel.
Israel is a world leader in water produc-
tion, conservation and technology.

The site was provided through a part-
nership with the municipal govemment
of Cordova.

Two senators said the desalination
plant is a step towards a water-secure
Philippines.
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RTA may resolve Bohol_water concern

UREAUCRATIC red tape in most, if not all, government of-
fices remains a chronic problem confronting Filipinos. A good
citizen transacts business with government, pays taxes, seeks

siness or other kinds of permits, cle;/rances, applies for land titles
anything for whatever official need or reasons. Anyway, who can
r escape having to transact business with local government units

national offices?

Applicants wait for days, weeks,
m nths or long~r:m~d~to go from
o e desk to the other; the documents
re uired, instead of being fully list-
e are demanded in batches or on
in tallment. It's typical for govern-
m nt office personnel to freeze the
pr cessing, or dilly-dally in deciding
o the application.

Well, we've got information how
co plaints filed with the Office of
thf Ombudsman takes time to re-
so ve too, although some are acted
wi h expediency. Why they are not
co sistent, we don't know.

Well, the creation of Anti-Red

Tape Authority (RA 11032) in 2018
should be God's blessing, with its
mandate to ensure no red tape and
promote ease of doing business with
government.

Luckily, last Thursday, Septem-
ber 14, 2023, at the Rotary Club of
Manila's regular meeting held at
Manila Polo Club in Makati City,
we had an opportunity to hear from
ARTA Director General Ernesto
V. Perez what they are doing and
the steps, the measures they are
undertaking to minimize red tape
that is prevalent in most govern-
ment offices.

It was reassuring to hear directly
from Director yeneral Perez himself.
And we mentioned ARTA because
Boholanos' quest for a steady supply
of potable water is at risk. The fact
is that the water rights application
filed by Bohol-based Richli Corp.
has been pending with the National
Water Resources Board (NWRB) for
a couple of years,

Many concerned individuals, no-
tably Mr. Willy Ramasola,a Boholano
joumo and blogger, Mr. Gregorio
Madanguit IV, among many others,
are so worried, which led them to
unite under the group Bohol Clean
Water Alliance (BCWA). Now, this
group is at the forefront, advocating
the expeditious resolution of this
life-threatening issue.

It is sad to note that due to the
pendency, Madanguit IV, along with
two others, filed on August 9, 2023
a complaint against several high
officials of the DENR and NWRB
before the Ombudsman, tor alleged
violation of the Anti-graft and Cor-
rupt Practices Act arising, in part,
on the water rights application per-
mit pending for a source located in
Lourdes, Cortes, Bohol.

We don't want to discuss the mer-
its of the complaint due to the rule
on subjudice. We opted to check the
applicant's documents, which show
that all permits and fees required
have been submitted or complied
well. That's aside from the fact that
Richli Corp. has a good track record
as utility provider for over a decade;

Lately, they even invested another
PIOO million in Trinidad, Bohol
water supply project. With that, we
wonder what reason there is in the
delay of either extending or approv-
ing the water rights permit applies- :
tion of the said water utility entit f

in sourcing water from Uhan Spring
in Cortes, Bohol.

Presently, Richli Corp. is the
only water supplier to Tagbilaran
City, Dauis, Badayon, Cortes ant,
Trinidad as well as the Panglao In-
ternational Airport and almost all
the resorts and hotels in the famous
tourist area. Now, the operation
of the new P9 billion Cortes Hos
pital is in jeopardy, scary at that,
since it has no source for its wate -
requirement.

Well, we really understand th<
anxiety of Boholanos. Like all Fili
pinos, they all deserve to have dear'
and steady potable water supply. So
we pleaded with the ARTA official to
act and call the attention of NWRB,
DENR to resolve the issue and gran
the water permit applied for wit].
urgency.

All the provincial and local of
ficials are called upon too, to unite
support and set aside, if there be any
the politics that hinder the grantin!
of water rights to Richli Corp. f01
the greater interests of Boholanos
Remember that all of you took ar
oath to serve the people.

Forcomments, tweet@bilfyandalare-mail
@andalbilly@yahoo.com
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'PBBM certifie .as
urgent 2024 budget
billafter Leda .~et

"Those pending will become
law within the next few weeks, and
hopefully the President will be able
to sign it," Zubiri told the President
in Filipino during the meeting.

The 20 bills identified as priority
measures include the National Em-
ployment Action Plan, LGUIncome
Classification:lnternetTransaction
Act, BOT/PPP Act,Salt Development
Industry Act, Ease of Paying Taxes,
Real Property Evaluation and As-
sessment Reform Act, Magna Carta
for Seafarers, and Anti-Agriculture
Smuggling Act.

Also included in the list are the
ItWaste-to-Energy Bill, National

Disease Prevention Management
Authority, Amendments to the
Banking Act or the Fund Secrecy
Law,Medical Reserve Corps, Virol-
ogy Institute of the Philippines,
E-Governance Act, New Philippine
Passport Act, the National Govern-
ment Rightsizing Act, the National
Scamming Act, the National Citi-
zens Service Training Program Act,
and the Military and Uniformed
Personnel Pension System Act.

Zubiri gave his assurance the
Senate will pass the pending bills
by December. For his part, House
Speaker Ferdinand Martin G. Ro-
mualdez said 18 of the 20 priority
legislation have been passed by the
House of Representatives.

"Before we go on break, we will
finish all of the 20 priority Ledac
measures. At the end of September
or three months in advance of the
prescribeddeadlinewemadeanagree-
ment with the Senate President and
the President," Romualdez said.

As for the two remaining Ledac
measures, Romualdez said HB8969,
or the Military and Uniformed Per-
sonnel Pension System Act, was ap-
proved on second reading during the
plenary session Tuesday and slated
for approval on third and final read-
ing next week.

He added that the House Com-
mittee on Agriculture and Food also
approved on Wednesday the substi-
tute bill consolidating all measures
seeking amendments to the Anti-
Agricultural Smuggling Act, paving
the way for its scheduled approval
in plenary by next week.

By SAMUEL P. MEDENILLA

>I @sam_medenilla
By JOVEE MARIE N; DELA CRUZ

.>I @joveemarie

WTH Congress already
scheduled to take its break
next week, President Fer-

dinand R. Marcos Jr. on Wednesday
certified as urgent House Bill (HB)
No. 8980 or the 2024 General Ap-
propriations Act (GAA).

In his message addressed to lead-
ers of both houses of Congress, the
chief executive said he made the
decision to ensure the continuous
government operations following
the end of the current fiscal year.

He also said it will help expedite
the funding of various government
programs.

The President made the decision
despite the commitment by Senate
President Juan Miguel "Migz"F.Zu-
biri and House Speaker Ferdinand
Martin G. Romualdez during Third
Legislative-Executive Develop-
ment Advisory Council (LEDAC)to
pass the 2024 GAA by December.

Following the certification ofHB
8980, Congress can approve it on
second reading and third reading

. during the same day.
Currently, the bill is still under

periodofinterpellation at the House
of Representatives.

It will still undergo the period of
amendments before being approved
for second reading and third and fi-
nal reading.

Congress is scheduled to close
its session on September 29 and
adjourn from September 30 to No-
vember 5, 2023 for the Barangay and
Sangguniang Kabataan Elections
next month.

It will resume its session on No-
vember 6, 2023.

Malacaftang said the Marcos ad-
ministration is on track of achiev-
ing its 20 priority legislation goals,
which include the 2024 GAA,before
the end of the year.

Duringthe LEDACmeeting, Sen-
ate President Juan Miguel "Migz"

~' Zubiri informed the chief execu-
tive that Senate already "completed"
almost half of the legislative wish
list of the Executive Department.
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Over 17,000volunteers across 15 SM malls in 1210ca
tionwide helped create waves of positive change wit
gest haul of trash collected at 100,432.50kilos durin e 38th
International Coastal Cleanup on Sept. 16. Lea ing t activity
at SM by the Bay at the MOA complex are (from left) Glronimo
Reyes, ICC Philippines project head; Orliber Paule, SM Estates
SAVP;Joaquin SanAgustin, SMSupermalls SVPfor ma keting;
Michael Drake Matias, DENR-NCR officer-in-c arge r glonal
executive d reotor; Jessica Bianca Sy,SM Prime oldi s Inc.'s
project director AVP;PasayMayor Emi Rublan lixto natius
Loyola R riguez, DENR undersecretary for sial cerns
and legislative affairs, and Perkin Bentley So, SM Su rmalls
SAVPfor mau operations.
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ill r leads celebra of Ice a
renews call to protect our se s

UR commitment to
safeguard our seas
today for the benefit
of everyone must be

cI a r, said Sen. Cynthia A.
Vi lar.

puring the International
'Cqastal Clean-up Day or ICC
celebra"led at the Las Pinas-
Paeanaque Wetland Park, the
chairperson of the Senate
committees on Environment
ana Natural Resources, said
w must strongly adhere to
pr tecting our environment
an our seas because WI! and
ou fisherfolks all depend
on the bounties of the seas.

'This year's ICC theme,
'C ea n Seas For Healthy
Fis er ie s," emphasizes the
cru ia l connection between
DC a n health and the
ab ndanco of our fisheries.
CI an waters arc essential
for the we ll-betng of marine
lif~and a vibrant fishing
see or.

1 eld annually on the third
Sat rday of September, the
IC represents the world's
lar est volunteer effort for

ocel~U~:~~~ from around
the lobe gather on beaches,
coasts, rivers, other
wat rWRYs, and dive sites to
rem ve trash and document
the olume and type of trash
coil cted.
. hilc our fishermen
stri'fe to provide us w i th
the pcean's bounty, Villar
lamIted that they are often
the nes most impacted
by t e worsening state of
the eas, fish habitats, anp
clim te events such as EI
Nift and frequent storms.

"5 diy, our seas face threats
from habitat degradation
and ollutants like plastics,
whic not only reduce the fish
popu ation but also affects the
liveli ood.of our fisherfolks,"
also aid the chairperson of
the. enate Cnmmittee on

International Costal Cleanup. Senator Cynthia A. Villar leads the opening celebration of the International Coasta Cleanup Day at Las
Pilias-Paraliaque Wetland (LPPWP) on Saturday. Held annually on the third Saturday of September, this year's ICC theme "Clean Seas
For Healthy Fisheries", emphasizes the crucial connection between ocean health and the abundance of our fishenes. Senator Villar
remains optimistic that our continuous efforts will soon reflect In cleaner waters and a thrilling' marine life.

Agriculture and Food.
"We are fortunate to have

our ICC here in Las Pi fi as -
Pai ariaque Wetland Park, a place
where we can immerse ourselves
in nature while participating in
the clean-up." she added.

She noted that our wetland
park is protected under RA No ..

11038 or the Expanded NIPAS
Act of 2018, which she pus~,!d
in the Senate.

Aside from this, LPPWP was
recognized as the sixth Wetland of
Intern-ational Importance under
the International Convention (or
the Conservation of Wetlands 0
Rarnsar Convention.

As member of the Ramsar
Convention, it is the duty of our
government to protect Ramsar
sites, including LPPWP for long
term protection of OUT natural
resouess.

Bey<,>n<;1Its ecological ing
significance, the LPPWP offers
crucial benefits to the local

r o s id e n t s of L 18 Pinas,
Paranaque, and Baco or. It
safeguards agains flooding,
high tides, and sic rm surges.
In tune with our Ie theme •.it
also serves as a vita livelihood
source for numerou fisher folk
and the urban poo who rely
on it daily
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Pinoys may be underutlllzlnq valuable
medicinal plant resources-experts
THE Philippines may be underutilizing its

plant resources, including rare trees that
have medicinal values, underscoring the

need for protection and conservation amid
climate change threats,

At the recently held Asean Conference
on Medicinal Forest Trees in Pampanga,
the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources-Ecosystems Research and
Development Bureau (ERDB)said the country
has yet to maximize the economic benefits of
medicinal plants despite their huge potential
for health and wellness.

The event gathered some 117 participants
from the Philippines, Indonesia, India,
Bangladesh, Nepal, and Pakistan who took
part in the three-day conference.

According to ERDBDirector Maria Lourdes
G. ferrer, forest species studies reveal

interconnected relationships between nature
and human health used by indigenous people
worldwide for disease treatment.

Ferrer added there is a need to gather and
preserve indigenous knowledge on medicinal
plants and medicinal forest trees given their
benefits and potential for economic activity.

"Aswe embark on this intellectual journey,
let us remember that our discoveries have the
potential to touch lives, alleviate suffering, and
shape the course of health care and medicinal
forest tree species conservation," said Ferrer.

For his part, ERDB Assistant Director
Conrado B. Marquez said habitat protection
through active management of forests, and
governance with the appropriate funding
allocation are vital for medicinal foresttrees to
adapt and become resilient to climate change.

Jonathan L. Mayuga

DATE
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E abling political
iolence against

nvironmental
defenders

ONTHE
CONTRARY
ANTONIO

e sa - (10NTRERAS
dene
by th fact that for the 10th year, the

f
hili pines has been the deadliest
lace in Asia for environmental de-
ende s. Out of the 16 reported deadly
tta in 2022, 11 happened in the

rhili pines. Since 1012, 281 envi-
ronrn ntal activists have been killed.

>ContrerasAS

And these numbers do not even
include harassment and attempted
killings, such as those experienced
by two forest rangers in the Ma-
sungi Georeserve who survived
after being shot at by unknown
assailants while resting in their
stations last July 24, 2021.

Being at the top of the list in
Asia is an embarrassing place
to be in, considering how the
Philippines projects itself as a
democracy. It is easy to deploy
as justification the usual narra-
tive that most of the casualties
are leftist troublemakers, or are
in fact involved in the guerrilla
movement. This rationalization
is to be expected in a country
where the dominant narra-
tive embraced by many is that
communism and terrorism are
synonyms, and where a huge
majority seem to have accepted
the mantra popularized by the
previous Duterte administra-
tion that killing communists is
justified to save the Republic.

However, what happened to
the forest rangers of the Masun-
gi Georeserve is far from being
a case of Marxist rebels threat-
ening state security. In fact,
these rangers were simply do-
ing their jobs of protecting the

- I
georeserve from encroachment
by land speculators, developers
and other commercial interests.
Playing the communist card
does not also apply to the cases
of foresters and forestry workers
who have been harassed and
attacked, some of whom even
died simply because they were
performing their duties to pro-
tect our count's forests.

This is what is happening in !
the Masungi Georeserve, where
it is the DENR which is now at
the forefront in delegitimizing
the Masungi Georeserve Founda-
tion Inc. (MGFI), a private entity
with whom, ironically, the DENR,
through its former secretary, the
late Gina Lopez, signed a memo-
randum of agreement (MoA) for
the protection of the georeserve in
2017. MGFI delivered its part, ef-
fectively reforesting a large swath
of formerly degraded areas, and
protecting the georeserve, enough
for it to win accolades and awards,
both locally and internationally.
In fact, it is the DENR that failed
to deliver its obligation under the
agreement, by failing to appoint
a project manager and to seat the
oversight committee.

After Lopez's departure from
the Environment department, it
is apparent that some of its top
officials have either ignored the
MoA, or even openly worked
against it. Allegations of viola- ,
tions of the law, even of the'
Constitution, were raised by
DENR officials against MGFI
during the open congressio-
nal hearings. Granted that the
agreement was infirm, all the
DENR could have done was to
convene the oversight commit-
tee to cure the agreement. That
was the most prudent and ra- :
tional thing to do, considering I

that MGFI was doing its job in
helping the DENR protect and:

I
rehabili~ate the georeserve. :
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Ena bl ing pol ltlcal
violence against

vironmental defenderse
It is the duty of the state to pro-

tect those who are tasked to protect
the environment. Obviously, be-
ing at the top in terms of having
the highest number of' casualties
in the war to defend the environ-
ment in Asia,with the Philippines
accounting for nearly 70 percent of
the casualties reported in 2022, is
clear and indisputable evidence
that the state has failed.

It is one thing when the failure
is because of the inability of the
responsible government agen-
cies to deploy their police and
quasi-police powers, perhaps
because of lack of resources or
capacity. It is here that it becomes
problematic when intelligence
funds apportioned for govern-
ment agencies that are involved
in surveillance activities pursuant
to their work, in order to further
national security, are given more
to agencies that need them the
least. Certainly. environmental
destruction is a national security
threat, in the same light that the
recruitment of students by leftists
is. It becomes dubious when we
find justification to allot P500
million in intelligence funds to
the vice president who, by the na-
ture of her mandate as defined by
the 1987 Constitution, does not
have national security responsi-
bilities, while the Department
of Environment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR) would be given
less, or none at all.

However, what is even worse
is when the state, through its ac-
tions, is unknowingly enabling
the audacity of unscrupulous en-
vironmental stakeholders, from
illegal squatter syndicates to
quarry operators, to resort own-
ers and other business interests.
What is worse is when the state
itself is the one that officially
undermines the legitimacy of
environmental defenders.
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owever, instead of improv-
ing the MoA, the DENR led the
assault on MGFI. Its agents took;
part in the propagation of the
narrative that many of the land
speculators and private parties
had in fact legal property rights
within the protected area by ;
virtue of Presidential Decree I
(PD) 324 issued by then Presi- :
dent Ferdinand E. Marcos which:
earlier declared some portions
as alienable and disposable.

The DENR appears to be
enabling the use by watershed
syndicates of PD 324. It fails
to cite the succession of laws
and issuances that effectively
repealed PD 324, namely Presi-
dential Proclamation 1636, PD :
705 and the succession of laws:
on protected areas, namely RA I

7586 and its amendment, RA :
11038. The DENR failed to tell I
the claimants that they have the 1

burden of proving that they are
exempted from the limitation on
private ownership within pro- ;
t~fted areas that are imposed by ~
this succession oflaws. It doesn't:
help that some DENR function- I
aries were even complicit in '
documents that awarded rights :
to private claimants, or in the
approval of quarrying permits \
within critical watersheds. i

Environment Secretary Maria :
Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga appears'
to be one with her own people
in their assault at MGFl. She
boldly refused to grant MGFI an
audience simply because of her
perception that MGFlwas ad-
versarial to DENR. The DENR '
has openly called the MGFI as a :
violator oflaws and procedures,
and of the Constitution.

This behavior, of DENR to-
ward MGFI is problematic.

ENR is unknowingly enabling
forces against MGFI to become
bplder. Every time DENR of-
ficials delegitimize MGFI, they
become complicit in the harass-
ment, even political violence,
t*at are unleashed against it. '
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@Team_Inquirer

With both accuser and accused
sticking to their respective sto-
ries, the filing of charges and
countercharges could be the
next development in the case of
environmental" activists Ionila
Castro and Jhed Tamano who
claimed they were abducted
by the military and then forced
into signing affidavits of sur-
render after supposedly leaving
the communist movement.

Dino de Leon, the lawyer
of Castro and Tamano, told the
Inquirer on Wednesday that
they were "prepared to protect"
the two activists amid the De-
partment of National Defense's
(DND) threat to charge them
with perjury. He added that they
would "hold to account those
who [would) file false charges
against them."

At a press briefing organized
by the National Task Force to
End Local Communist Armed
Conflict (NTF-E1cac) on Tues-
day, hours before they were re-
united with their families, -
both women accused the
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military of kidnapping them in
Orion, Bataan province, on Sept. 2.

"The DND should not be ped-
dling lies and tolerating those
among its ranks who are ruin-
.ing the reputation of the Armed
Forces of the Philippines," De
Leon said. "Neither should the
department be engaged in cov-
er-ups, and it should not stick
with the contrived stories of its
erring members."

According to the lawyer,
they were considering charges
·against the NTF-Elcac for its
role in his clients' forced disap-
pearance and for coercing them
to sign affidavits under duress.

"You've seen the resolve of
[our] clients, their courage," he
said. "We leave it up to them
to decide what course of action
they want to take from here on."

While De Leon refused to say
what happened to Castro and Ta-
mano while they were in military
custody, he pointed out that their
stories confirmed the findings of
an initial fact-finding mission by
rights group Karapatan which
said the activists may have been
abducted by state forces .

House floor tussle
During plenary debates on

the DND's proposed 2024 bud-
get at the House of Represen-
tatives on Wednesday, Negros
Occidental Rep. Mercedez Alva-
rez said the AFP was consider-
ing suing Castro and Tamano.

But Alvarez, the sponsor for
the department's budget, did
not give other details, prompt-

. ing Kabataan Rep. Raoul M,\nu-
el to interpellate her.

"Mr. Speaker, we are so
shocked with that kind of re-
spons~ from the AFP.What is the

basis for them to file cases against
the two brave women whom they
abducted and illegally detained in
a military camp?" he asked.

Manuel said that Castro
and Tamano were "coerced
and forced to sign the affidavits
which claimed they "volunta
ly surrendered" to authorities.

Alvarez insisted that there
were witnesses during the sign-
ing, saying, "The PAO [Public
Attorney's Office] lawyers were
there, the stepfather of one 0
the ladies were there, and they
were even asked if they wer
coerced into signing by her
stepfather, and she denied be-
ing coerced, Mr. Speaker."

"Again, there are witnesses,
Mr. Speaker. They made a sworn
statement, which of course if
you made a sworn statemen
and [if] you recant it, you will be
submitted to perjury charges 'f
needed," she added.

This was also the position
of National Security Council
Assistant Director General and
spokesperson Jonathan Malaya
who announced last week that
Castro and Tamano were "safe'
and sound" in government cus-
tody after yielding to authorities.

"If it is proven that they
executed this [affidavit] false-
ly, that what they were saying
is correct, they can be open to
perjury charges," he said in an
interview- with ABS-CBN News
Channel on Wednesday.

'Good faith'
Malaya reiterated that they

were standing by the military
and police accounts that both
women gave themselves up vol-
untarily to the 70th Infantry Bat-
talion (IB) in Bulacan province
after they were reported missing.

"The 70th IB in good faith
accepted them because we have

a program for rebel surrender-
ees," he said.

According to Malaya, they
would "slowly expose all of the
information we have" on the two
.activists. "Why would the mil-
itary abduct them and present
them to the media? It doesn't
make sense. But we are unfazed.
We will continue to fight for the
truth," he said.

The Philippine Army's 7th
Infantry Division (ID) said lin
a statement that it was also
considering filing "appropriate
criminal charges" against Castro
and Tamano. The military unit
based in Palayan City, Nueva
Ecija province, conducts anti-
communist operations in Central
Luzon and is under the 70th IB
based in Dona Remedios Trini-
dad, Bulacan, which took custo-
dy of the two women after their
supposed surrender.

The 7th ID said that it was

sticking to its report that the ac
tivists voluntarily turned them
selves in.

It stressed that Tamano cate-
gorically said in her affidavit tha
she was a member of Kabataan
Makabayan, an undergrounc.
youth organization of the Com
munist Party of the Philippines.

Environmental and rights
group, however, said the
zz-year-old Tamano is a co-
ordinator for the Ecumenical
Bishops' Forum's Community
and Church Program for Manil
Bay, while zi-year-old Castro
is a community organizer fo
Akap-Ka Manila Bay.

At the time of their disap
pearance, both were preparing
for relief operations in Bataan
where coastal towns are threat-
ened by' reclamation projects.
-WITH' REPORTS FROM CARMELA

REYES-ESTROPE, JANE BAUTISTA AND

TINA G. SANTOS INQ

, I
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Rising sea
levels could
shift maritime
boundaries,
PH says

The Philippines has expressed
alarm over the rising levels of
waters caused by climate change
as this could adversely, affect the
stability of [nterriational territorial
boundaries,

In its submission for the ad-
visory proceedings before the
International Tribunal on the Law
of the Sea (ITLOS), the Philibpincs
pushed the tribunal to define the
obligations of small island 1_
states in protecting the ~

Rising sea levels could shift
maritime boundaries, - PH 1~

By JOSEPH PEDRAJAS

marine environment in relation to
climate change.

This came as the Philippines said
it was concerned about the "grave
consequence of sea level rise to
peace and security" as currently, it
also faces territorial challenges in
the South China Sea.

"The rising levels of the oceans
will inundate islands of low-lying
coastal states, which could poten-
tially shift maritime boundaries,"
the Philippines said in a 33-page
submissi n alternately delivered
by Philip .ne Permanent Represen-
tative t the United Nations Carlos
Sorreca, Department of Foreign
Affairs (DFA) Assistant Secretary
Maria Angela Ponce and Assistant
Solicitor General Gilbert Medrano.

"The potential loss of maritime
boundaries as a result of sea level
rise will inevitably lead to conflicts
in fisheries and other marine re-
sources but more importantly could
impact the stability of boundaries,"
it added.

Such could "trigger conflict"
among concerned nations, accord-
ing to the Philippines.

The country also noted an arbitral
tribunal's concern when it settled
a maritime dispute between India
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and Ban ladesh after raising that
maritiffir would be jeopardized if
climate ..•~elatedchanges were allowed
to influence the delimitation process.

"The Philippines believes that
internatibnal courts and tribunals,
and the world itself, would not nec-
essarily have to face this dilemma if
we are able to stay a step ahead of
climate change," it said. "Staying a
step ahead, is the existential chal-
lenge for us all, as emphasized by
President Marcos at the UN Genera]
Assembly last year: (There is no
other problem so global in nature
that it reeuires a unified effort.!"

Advi~~ry proceedings at the
ITLOS, which started on Sep. 11,
are being held until Sep. 25 after
the Commission of Small Island
States on Climate Change and In-
ternational Law (COSIS) requested
the tribunal last year to issue an
advisory opinion with regards to the
members' obligation in protecting
the marine environment.

The Philippines said ITLOS has
jurisdiction to and must provide
advice as its decision "could and
should ~e a crucial and pivotal
part" of fighting negative effects of
marine environment degradation
caused by climate change.

!
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US, China absent from major UN climate meet
UNITED NATIONS, United States

(AFP) - China and the United
States, the world's top two emit-
ters, will be absent from speakers
at a UN climate summit'Wednesday
after promises only to include the
most ambitious.

Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres, announcing the summit
in December, said he would make
the summit "no nonsense" and in-
clude only leaders of countries with
concrete plans to achieve net-zero
greenhouse gas emissions.

A list released by the United
Nations showed 41 speakers that
did not include China or the United
States.

US President Joe Biden is in New
York for the United Nations and has

launched sweeping leg- Union. Speakers i clu
islation to reduce carbon London Mayor Sad
emissions. Khan but not the Unit

He has set a goal of a Kingdom as a wl-ole.
net-zero emissions econ- Gut err e s , a c
omy by 2050 but critics dressing the G ner
say the United States has Assembly on Tuesdz
not yet taken enough ac- pointed to r e co n
tion to reach the goal, breaking climate cha
especially with political and said he did nc t wa
opposition on climate the "same old brok
from the rival Republican record" of countri
Party. waiting for others

The "Climate Ambition go first.
Summit," however, will Secretary-General "To all those wor
include California, repre- Antonio Guterres(AFP) ing, marching a
sented by Governor Gavin Newsom. championing real climate action

Countries invited to partici- want you to know that you are
pate include Brazil, Canada and the right side of history and tha
France as well as the uropean am with you," he said.
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85.95% of LGUs c

climate change plans
tended for LGUsand accred ted
local or community or anizati ns'
implementation of cli at ( ge
adaptation projects that vould oet-
ter equip vulnerable c mmur ies
against climate change.

The CCC, Borje sa d, cond cts
training workshops on enhai ed
local climate change a tion Ian
or eLCCAP, which provid a
comprehensive unders andr of
the key components of tel C AP
and knowledge about eve, ng
science-based and risk-infer ed

B HELEN FLORES Palawan achieved a 100 percent
compliance rate, with all its 25LGUs
having submitted their LCCAPs,
Borjesaid in a statement released on
Tuesday.

"We recognize the vital role of
LGUs in adaptation and climate re-
silience," he said.

The CCC has been conducting
capacity-building activities and as-
sisting LGUsin different parts of the
country access and utilize e Peo-
pIe's Survival Fund. (PSF).

The PSF is an annual fund in-

~

Almost 90 percent of local gON"-
er ment units (LGUs).have com-
pl ted their Local Climate Change
Action plan (LCCAP), which aims
to increase climate and disaster risk
re ilience of communities, according
to the Climate Change Commission.

CCC vice chair and executive
di~ctor Robert Borje said 85.95per-
cent or 1,474of the 1,715LGUshave
supmitted their LCCAPs to the CCC
::fAUgust.

plans.
He said the CCC would continue

working closely with LGUs to en-
sure the successful implementation
of the eLCCAP and further enhance
resilience against climate change
impact. .

The LCCAP serves as a roadmap
for local-levelclimate change mitiga-
tion and adaptation efforts, outlin-
ing specific actions and measures
tailored to the unique needs and
vulnerabilities of each locality.

The submission of the LCCAP is

mandated under Republic Act 9729
or the Climate Change Act and De-
partmentif the Interior and Local
Governme t Memorandum Circular
No. 2021- 8.

In an interview in Zamboanga
City on Tuesday, President Mar-
cos,who chairs the CCC,said climate
change is already taking its toll on
communities as those who do not
usually experience flooding in the
past could now be easily inundated
as a result of the changing weather
patterns.. I
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OP28's biggest conflicts are on display at the UN General Assembly

By ZAHRA HIRJl

Sworld leaders gathered at the United Nations General As-
sembly in New York City this week, everyone seemed to
agree on one thing: Climate change is among the biggest

oblems facing the planet. US President Joe Biden walked through
a laundry list of climate calamities in his UN speech on Tuesday, and

olombian President Gustavo Petro said climate change "has shown
teeth like never before." In passionate opening remarks, UN Secre-

ry-General Antonio Guterres noted that the world has just sur-
v ved its hottest summer on record.

But in hours of back-to-back
s eeches, UN officials and world
I ders also offered a preview of
b ttles to come-over the responsi-
b lity rich countries have to reduce
e issions,overthefinancingneeded
f rclimate adaptation and over what
e actly it means to move away from
f ssil fuels. When many of the same
Ie ders gather in Dubai for the UN's
C P28 climate conference in No-
v~mber. those disconnects are sure
t be front and center.

"Record-breaking heat waves in
t e United States and China. Wild-
fi es ravaging North America and
s uthern Europe. A fifth year of
d loughtin the Horn ofAfrica. Tragic,
trrgic flooding in Libya," Biden said
o the UN stage. "Together these
s apshots tell an urgent story of

what awaits us if we fail to reduce
our dependence on fossil fuels and
begin to climate-proof the world."

Tuesday's bluntest message came
from Guterres, who opened the
UNGA proceedings by saying that
current climate action is "falling
abysmally short." Guterres specifi-
calJyzeroedin on the obligation high-
emitting countries have to address a
crisis they helped create.

"G-20 countries are responsible
for 80 percent of greenhouse emis-
sions. Theymustlead,"hesaid. "They
must break their addiction to fossil
fuels, stop new coal." Guterres went
on to say that "the fossil fuel age has
failed" and called for a global phase-
out of oil and gas.

The exact nature of a fossil fuel
"phase-out" will be a major topic

of conversation in Dubai. Biden's
"reduce our dependence" phrasing
on Tuesday was more muted than.
Guterres, and COP28 President Sul-
tan AI Jaber has said climate diplo-
macy should focus on phasing out
emissions from oil and gas, leaving
the door open for the continued use
of fossil fuels alongside technologies
to capture the carbon pollution pro-
duced by burning them. This is also
known as phasing out "unabated"
fossil fuels; on Tuesday, US Climate
Envoy John Kerry co-authored a
Washington Post editorial that
called for the end of new unabated
coal plants.

Moneyis sure to be another source
of tension at COP28. Multiple UNGA
speakers noted that wealthy coun-
tries are not providing enough aid to
help developing countries cope with
climate disasters, adapt to warming
that's already locked in and decarbon-
ize their economies. The developed
world has yet to meet a commitment
to provide $100 billion in annual cli-
mate finance to developing countries,
and while COP27 last year concluded
with alast-minute deal to create a"loss
and damage" fund to aid poor coun-
triesstrugglingwithclimateimpacts,
little progress has been made.

"Rich countries grew based on a

model of high rates of climate dam-
agtnggasemissions," Brazilian Presi-
dent Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva said on
Tuesday. "We,developing nations, do
not want to repeat this model."

That sentiment was echoed in a
speech by South African President
Cyril Ramaphosa. "Centuries after
the end of the slave trade, decades
after the end ofthe colonial exploita-
tion ofAfrican resources, the people
of our continent are once again bear-
ing the cost of the industrialization
of the north and the development c f
the wealthy nations of the world; he
said. "This is a price that the people
ofAfrica are no longer willing to pay ,

Determining emissions account-
ability, boosting climate finance an:!
agreeing on a fossil fuel phase-out is
a tall order for the UN climate con-
ference. But events on the UNGA
sidelines this week offered aglimps
of the solutions world leaders wii I
be looking for. On Tuesday, the U •
Treasury released new principle'
for financial institutions making
voluntary net-zero commitment,
and the Glasgow Financial AlIianc
for Net Zero announced that 50 U.
financial institutions will publisl
net-zero transition plans over th,
next year. With assistance from Laura Mil-
Ian and Eric Roston / Bloomberg
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Bell110nte join
summit in N

clima e
wYor

Quezon City Mayor Joy Belmonte was
among the leaders from around the world
who took part in the United Nations
Climate Ambition Summit (UNCAS) con-
vened by UN Secretary General Antonio
Guterres in ew York.

During a press conference organized by
the C40 Cities, a global network of mayors
taking action against the climate crisis,
Belmonte shared the different initiatives
adopted by the local government in line
with QC Enhanced Local Climate Change
Action Plan.

According to the city government,
among the programs she discussed were
the city's urban farms as well as decar-
bonization strategies such as by installing
solar panels in city-owned buildings and
facilities and adopting an energy-efficient
transportation fleet.

Belmonte also discussed the city's plan to
pass an enhanced green building ordinance,
as well as highlighted the importance of cli-
mate financing lito fully accelerate a green.
sustainable and fossil-fuel-free future."

She was joined in the press conference
by Mayors Eric Adams of New York City,
Giuseppe Sala of Milan in Italy and Yvonne
Aki-Sawyerr of Freetown in Sierra Leone as
well as C40 Cities executive director Mark
Watts.

The Quezon City government was
among the six cities that will receive fund-
ing of up to $60,000 under the Inclusive
Oimate Action Cities Fund of C40 Cities.

It will use the budget to develop a story-
book that will feature a children's version
of the city's climate action plan.

Belmonte was joined by Quezon City
Councilor Joseph Juico and QC Climate
Change and Environmental Sustainability
Department head Andrea Villaroman in
New York to attend the UNCAS.

In May, Belmonte attended the Inter-
national Forum to end Plastic Pollution in
Cities, organized by the United Nations
Environfnent Program in Paris, France,
where she joined a panel discussion on local
innovations to beat the global plastic crisis.

- Janvic Mateo
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outh I(orea empowers P il.
£itiesvs.climarechallenge~,

OUTH KOREA'Sgovernment
will boost some Philippine cities'
climate resilience by enhancing

t eir capacity to understand and use
climate-adaptation technology.

1signing event formalized the
launch of the "Philippine Climate
Re ilient Cities (PCRC)" project
thrpugh the Korea International
Cooperation Agency (Koica) and
the city governments of Batangas,
Le1zPi,Iloilo, Borongan, Cotabato
an Zamboanga.

he South Korean Embassy
explained the primary intent as
strengthening the localgovernment
uni~' understanding of climate-ad-
apt~tion technologies and facilitate
theitPraCtiCalapPlication.Toachieve
this Koica will also organize local
cap ity-building workshops, con-
duct invitational training sessions

in its country, and dispatch Korean
experts who will provide technical
guidance to the LGUs.

Koicasignedagrantarrangement
with the United States Agency for
International Development (USAID)
Phils.forthe saidprojectworth $1.25
million to improve the cities' resil-
ienceby strengthening their capaci-
ties in adapting to, mitigating, and
managing impacts ofclimate change
and disasters.

For the Korean Embassy, the
arrangement served as a tangible
realization of the objectives out-
lined in the memorandum of un-
derstanding between USAID Phils.

OFFICIALSfrom the Korea International (ooperation Agency and beneficiary-lGUs will lead the
implementation ofthe ·Philippine Climate Resilient Gties" project. EMBASSY Of SOUIH KOREA

and KoicaPhils. back inApril2021.
It set the groundwork for strategic
cooperation, particularly in prior-
ity sectors such as climate change,
with the shared goal of propelling
the host-nation's growth and de-
velopment.

Along with qhe arrangement
fumework established between

both agencies, Koicawill provide an
additional $750,000 in grant fund-
ing through the PCRC project to
deliver vital technical assistance in
promoting the use of climate-adap-
tation technologies. Comprehensive
guidelines will be developed for the
six deSignated cities based on their
local circumstances.




