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US, PH deplore damage
to coral reefs in West PH Sea

By JOSEPH PEDRAJAS

The Philippines and the United
States have expressed concern over
the harvesting of corals at Rozul
(Iroquios) Reef and Escoda (Sabina)
Shoal in the West Philippine Sea—
believed to have been conducted by
personnel of foreign vessels—as
they said the ljvelihood of the
people is at stake.

The Department of Foreign

Affairs (DFA) also called on everyone
concerned “to act responsibly” and
“cease all activities that can dam-
age our precious maritime environ-
ment” after the Philippine Coast
Guard (PCG) discovered extensive
marine environment damage in the
areas frequented by Chinese militia
vessels.

Marine environment m
the said features
“appeared lifeless, P> 5

US, PH deplore damage to
coral reefs in West PH Sea 1«

with minimal to no signs of life,” PCG
spokesman Jay Tarriela described
the area after the agency conducted
surveys.

Prelude to reclamation?
Defense Secretary Gilberto Teodoro
Jr. wants to investigate the reported

coral meidestrudioninl!ozumeefand.
Escoda Shoal to determine if it is linked

to possible reclamation of artificial
islands in the West Philippine Sea.
Teodoro said the Department of

National Defense (DND) has coordi-
nated with the Department of Foreign
Affairs (DFA) for the filing of appropri-
ate diplomatic protest against the Chi-
nese government as the destruction of
the marine environment in Rozul Reef
and Escoda Shoal was observed by the

Armed Forces ofﬂmphiuppines (AEP)

and Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) amid
‘the swarming of Chinese militia ves-
sels as early as July.

“We have to validate it because

is a violation of an international trea-
ty—the destruction of maritime life,
particularly if the coral destruction is
a cause of, or used for reclamation of
artificial 1slaqu,” Teodemsaid on the
sidelines of the bl of the brand-
new Philippine Air Force (PAF) Cessna
208B (C-208B) Grand Caravan EX ISR
aircraft at Clark Air Base in Mabalacat

City, Pampanga on Tuesday, Sept. 19.

The Philippines “is seriously

“concerned” aheut the development,
.consuleﬁng the affected reefs are part

of the Philippines’ exclusive economic
zone, which China continues to con-
test despite international law and
arbitral award.

A

according to the arbitral award, that China’s embassy in Manila still has
Tio comment on the issue, although a
post on its X (formerly Twitter) ac- ‘Habitat damage
count said people “should be alarmed harms ecosystems’

by the spreading of such disinforma-
tion,” when Japanese Ambassador to
the Philippines Koshikawa Kazuhiko
also expressed concern about the
purported Chinese activities.

“The Philippines has consistently
raised the alarm over ecologically
harmful activities, conducted by for-

eign vessels, in our maritime zones,
an issue extensively discussed in the

2016 Arbitral Award on the South
China Sea,” DFA said.

“The well-being of millions of peo-
ple who depend on the South China Sea
for their livelihood is at stake,” it added.

Meanwhile, US Ambassador to the
Philippines MaryKay Carlson said it
was “troubling” to hear such a report.

“Habitat damage harms ecosys-
tems and negatively affects lives and
livelihoods,” Carlson said.

As the Philippines and the US
beefed up efforts to fight illegal,
unreported and unregulated (IUU)
fishing to protect the fisherfolk’s
livelihood, Carlson said Washington
is also work_ing with its allies to also
protect the country’s natural re-
sources. (With a report from Martin

~ Sadongdong)
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By PIA LEE-BRAGO

The United States —
through its top diplomat
in the Philippines — has
expressed alarm over the
destruction of corals in the
Rozul Shoal near Palawan,
widely believed to have
been perpetrated by the
Chinese.

“Troubling @Coast-
GuardPH and @Team-
WESCOM reports on coral
destruction around Rozul Reef
and Escoda Shoal. Habitat
damage harms ecosystems
and negatively affects lives
and livelihoods,” US Ambas-
sador MaryKay Carlson said
yesterday in a post on social
media platform X.

“We are working with our
#FriendsPartnersAllies to pro-
tect Philippines natural re-
sources,” she said.

On Saturday, the Armed
Forces of the Philippines (AIT)
Western Command 1'1.‘purted
the plunder of corals in Rozul
Reef, with the Chinese sus-
pected to be behind it.

On Monday, the Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs (DFA)
issued a statement express-
ing serious concern over the
destruction of the corals, but
without mentioning China.

“We are seriously concerned
about reports of the destruc-
tion of corals in Rozul Reef,
a maritime feature located
in the Philippines’ exclusive
economic zone,” the DFA said.

The DFA said the Philip-
pines has con:—xistently raised
the alarm over ecologically
harmful activities conducted
by foreign vessels, an issue
extensively discussed in the

Turn to Page 6
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s alarmed by coral
destruction in WPS
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experts to verify
reef damage

By Jerome Aning
and Frances Mangosing
@Team_Inquirer

The Philippine Coast Guard
(PCG) said it has reached out
to marine experts from the
University of the Philippines
to study samples of destroyed
corals. in an area frequented
by Chinese maritime militia
in the West Philippine Sea so
the government can establish
a clearer picture of what hap-
pened there.

Nevertheless Justice Secre-
tary Jesus Crispin Remulla said,
also on Tuesday, that he would
recommend to Malacanang the
filing before the international
tribunals of cases against Chi-
na over alleged harvesting and
destroying coral reefs in the
West Philippine Sea.

In an interview at “Bagong
Pilipinas Ngayon” aired on
state television on Tuesday,
PCG spokesperson Jay Tarriela
said the agency had requested
the assistance of the UP Ma-
rine Science Institute (UP-MSI)
to ascertain the death of corals
at Escoda (Sabina) Shoal and
Rozul (Iroquois) Reef and to
study samples of dead corals
gathered from Escoda.

Video taken by PCG per-
sonnel at Escoda showed that
live corals had disappeared
and were replaced by crushed
and bleached ones.

To be validated

“What is puzzling is that at
Escoda Shoal, the cleaned and
processed corals were dumped
again. [The video] doesn't ex-
plain why they harvested them
and dumped them back again,”
Tarriela said. _

Defense Secretary Gilber-
to Teodoro Jr. also said the
reported coral destruction
needed to be validated if it was
linked to possible reclamation
activities.

“We have to validate be-
cause according to the Arbi-
tral Award, it's a violation of
the international treaty, the
destruction of maritime live-
lihood particularly if the coral

destruction is a cause of, or .

used for reclamation of arti-
ficial islands,” he told report-
ers in Clark Freeport, where
he attended the turnover of a
surveillance aircraft from the
United States to the Philippine
Air Force on Tuesday.

Gathering evidence

The Armed Forces of the
Philippines and the PCG were
still gathering evidence on
whether the presence of' Chi-
nese vessels near Escoda and
Rozul was linked to the de-
struction of coral reefs.

“We have to validate it and
then we'll coordinate with the
Department of Foreign Affairs
so that we can file the appropri-

‘ate action,” Teodoro said.

On fears that the destruc-
tion of the corals at Escoda and
Rozul could be a prelude to
reclamation activities by Chi-
na, as raised by some senators,
Tarriela said: “We don’t want
to speculate. We believe that
we need expertise of our ma-

rine scientists to really explain

what is happening, why [the]
cleaned and processed corals
are dumped once again in Es-
coda Shoal.”

He said the PCG had sub-
mitted its report on the in-
cident to the National Task
Force on the West Philippine
Sea. He added that the Bureau
of Fisheries and Aquatic Re-
sources and the UP-MSI could
assess the cost of damage to
the corals at Escoda and Rozul.

For his part, Remulla said,
“We are recommending the
filing of such cases against the
perpetrators of this evil act,
which is the destruction of the
environment.”

The justice chief said he
would discuss the matter with
Executive Secretary Lucas Ber-
samin.

“With or without a terri-
torial dispute, the destruction
of the environment is a sin
against humanity,” Remulla
added.

He noted that the destruc-
tion of the coral reef in the
West Philippine Sea has been
happening for many years.

“We believe it can be done.

We will pursue these cases
against China because it's no
longer acceptable. We have a
lot of evidence,” he added.

Because of this, the justice
secretary pointed out it's a
very strong case to file on be-
half of the Philippines “for the
sake of humanity itself.”

‘Troubling’
On Monday, US Ambassa-

dor to the Philippines MaryKay
Carlson took to X (formerly
Twitter) to assure its trea-
ty ally that Washington was
working to protect the coun-

_try’s resources.

“Troubling .. reports on
coral destruction around Rozul
Reef and Escoda Shoal. Habi-
tat damage harms ecosystems
and negatively affects lives and
livelihoods,” Carlson said.

While Carlson never men-
tioned China’s supposed in-
volvement in the issue, she
said “we are working with our
[friends, partners and allies] to
protect [the Philippines’] natu-
ral resources.”

Japanese Ambassador to
the Philippines Koshikawa Ka-
zuhiko shared Tokyo’s similar
experience with China from 10
years ago.

“In the territorial waters
[and] EEZ (exclusive econom-
ic zone) around Japan's Oga-

sawara Islands, a large-scale

poaching of precious corals
by forelgn vessels occurred 10
years ago, causing marine en-
vironmental [and] economic
[damage] to Japan, leading to
diplomatic issue and strict JCG
(Japanese Coast Guard) con-
trols,” Kazuhiko said in a post
on X on Monday. .

According to the Japanese
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, at
least 200 Chinese coral vessels
were spotted in the vicinity of
Ogasawara from September
to December in 2014. Many of
these ships were harvesting
corals as well, which led to
the arrest of at least 10 Chi-
nese captains and to the filing
of several diplomatic protests
against Beijing. —wiTH REPORTS
FROM TINA G. SANTOS AND JACOB
LAZARO INQ
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PH boosts WPS watch
with new US aircraft

H AIRCRAFT FROM A1

PH boosts WPS watch with new US

shuated at the southwest edge of Reed
(Reco) Bank,

Ray Powell, Sealight director, said
their imagery partners at Planel Labs
provided “clear visual * of at

BY FRANCIS TUYAY AND FRANCO JOSE C. BARONA

For all operations

The Cessna-208B (C-208B) Grand Cara-
van EX Intelligence, Surveillance, and

least 35 Chinese fishing and maritime
militia vessels operaling at Rozul Reef,

Powell told The Manila Times that
although they cannot determine by
these particular images that those ships
were those of the Chinese maritime
militia, “history, the size of the ves-
sels, and their behavior tell us lhene
are Chinese.”

Historically, he pointed out that Peo-
ple's Republicof China (PRC) vessels have
been monitored "consistently” in that
particular area.

Likewise. Powell noted that neighbor-
ing Southeast Asian countries do not
have fishing ships as large as those in the
satellite image.

The * ingfrafting” behavior of the

i (ISR) Aircraft was turned
over by the US t, represented by
Col. Edward Evans, USAF, chief of the Joint
US Military Assistance Group (Jusmag)-
Philippines 1o Defense Secretary Gilben
Teodoro Ir., at simple rites at the Clark Air
Base In Pampanga.

“It will be used for all operations, all
types of operations.” Teodoro said, indlud-
ing in the West Philippine Sea.

‘The new aircraft will be an addition 10

E United States government on Tuesday handed
over a surveillance aircraft to the Philippines for
monitoring increasing incursions by China in the

West Philippine Sea, particularly its alleged harvesting
of corals in one of the areas that lie within the country’s
exclusive economic zone (EEZ).

concemned,

“Yes definitely, this aircraft will boost
our capability of patrolling our maritime
seas and our ability 1o protect our sov-
ereign rights in our exclusive economic
2one,” Brawner said.

Philippine Air Force Chief, Lt.Gen,
Stephen Parrefio said the Cessna aircraft
will be another asset in gathering infor-
mation and feconnaissance. missions in
law enfe inthe

“This brand new aircraft is a very wel-
mmc addition o our smr.lhgeme surveil-

d pability, itwill-
also boost our apablhly' in mlsﬂom of
law enfs

domai

the Philippine Air Force’s (PAF) i
of air assets, including US-made C130
caige transport plaes, FA-5D jet fight-
ers, and other mobility aircraft while the
acquires sophisticated planes.

"~ Armed Forces Chief of Staff, Gen.
Romeo Brawner Jr., said 1he plane will

ships in the satellite image is also notice-
able, he said, which is a common tactic
employed by Chinese vessels,

surely enh the military’s capability
to increase its air marltime patrol in the
WPS 1o closely deteat real-time activities
by China in so far as sovereign right is

domain awarencss,” Pmm‘m md

Inaquery as 1o the next government ac-
tion against China'’s activities vis-a-vis the
coral destruction, Teodora said he sought
the advice of the Depariment of Foreign
Affairs (DFA).

“We have to validate it because accord-
mglothe arbitral award that unﬂolauon
ofan | treaty, the d
of maritime life, parundady if the coral

destruction is a cause of,
or used for reclamation of
anificial islands, etc. Now
we have 10 validate it and
then we'll coordinate with
the Department of Foreign
Affairs 50 that we can file the
appropriale action,” Teodoro
sald, "
Aside from maritime is-
sucs, Teodoro said the US
alrcnl‘l mll atsr.- pmwde

the marine resources at lioquois Reef is
therefore not only highly destructive of the
miarine ecosystem. but also illegal under
intemational law: " said Powell, who ls also
the Project Lead for Project Myoushu at
Stanford University's Gordian Knot Center
for National Security Innovation.

Over the weekend, Vice Admiral Alben
Carios, commander of the AFT Western
Command (Wescom), reported that the
weekend corals that grow in abundance
in the shallow waters close 10 Rozul Reel
have disappeared, apparently due to mas-
sive coral harvesting,

" Carlos said this was discovered by mili-

. tary divers who were asked to conduct an

underwater survey after Chinese maritime
militia vessels lefit the area,

These Chinese vessels were monitored
by Philippine military air assets on Sep-
tember 6and 7 "swarming” off Rozul Reef
and at least 1wo other areas in the West
Philippine Sea: Escoda (Sabina) Shoal and
Baragatan (Nares) Bank.

“When they left, we sent out our divers
1o do an underwater survey, and ... we saw
that there were no corals left. The corals
were destroyed,” Carlos said in Filipino.

He said the increased presence of
Chinese militia vessels in these areas
faises concerns regarding the potential
implications for the Philippines’ maritl

The turnover of the US aircraft came days after
China's alleged large-scale destruction of corals
and other marine life in the Rozul (Iroquois)
Reef and Escoda Shoal in the West Philippine
Sea caught the world’s attention.

It also comes as a satellite image, which was
released on Tuesday, showed at least suspected

Chinese ships massing once again at Rozul Reef,
which4s 125 nautical miles from Palawan and

»AircraftA8

“Right after they (Chinese maritime mi-
litia) beft, that was the time we conducted
our underwater survey. So, in the past
weeks they were the only ones there, and
when we went there (the corals) were al-
ready destroyed. Their presence in the area
may be a contributing factor.” he added.

Tarriela said they will still coordinate
with marine scientists and experts 10
understand what happened 10 the corals
in the area.

He said PCG Commandant Admiral
Anemio Abu has ordered the deployment
of two patrol ships to return 1o Rozul Reef
and the other areas in the WIS 10 con-
dud another underwater survey 1o have
4 cleater understanding of the extent of
the damage.

Concern

The Depanment of Foreign Affairs {DFA)
on Monday expressed concem about the
reporied destruction of corals in Rozul
Reel.

“The Philippines has consistently raised
thealarm over ecologically harmful activi-
ties, conducied by foreign vessels, in our
maritime zones, an issuc edensively dis-
cussed in the 2006 Arbitral Award on the
South China Sea,” the DFA said.

“We, therefore, call on con-

security, fisheries conservation, territorial
integrity, and preservation of the marine
environment, aside from being a source
of tension in the WPS and instability in
the region.

Powell said SeaLight has aiready docu-
mented the presence of Chinese militia
ships at Rozul Reef and Escoda Shoal
of these West Philippine Sea features
throughout the year via Twitte/X feeds.

Sealight is 2 web poﬂ.al mucd bya

cerned to act responsibly and cease all
activities that can damage our precious
marine environment,” the Foreign Af-
fairs department said in a staiement on
M h

The DFA added. “The well-being of mil-
lions of people who depend on the South
China Sea for their livelihood is a1 stake.”

Senate President Juan Miguel "Migz"
Zubiri expressed obtrage aver the destruc-
tsnnol'thmmnzmm:tmfnﬂwwI’Sm

and
disaster responsc.

“The aircraft will also be
useful, panicularly in the af-
termathof di § Rapid

team of vg aLs

Gordian Knot Center for Nauunai Sccumy
Innovation, whith uses entrepreneurial
methods 10 solve difficull defense and

hall

Damage and Needs Assess-
ment (RDNA) so that we
could assess the damage dur-
ing calamities,” Teodoro said.

Known for its rugged util-
ity and flexibility, which can
operate up to 912 nautical
miles and stay airborne for
5 hours and 30 minutes, the
C-208B Aircraft, with an ad-
vanced ISR capability, will be
operated by the 300th Air In-
telligence and Security Wing
(AISW) headed by BCen.
Edgar C. Torres PAF

S0 far, the PAF has three
similar planes in its inven-
tory, acquired as grants from
the US government.

llegal

Under the Unised Nations
Convention on the Law of
the 5ea (Unclos) and the
2016 Permanent Court of
Arbitration ruling, a coastal
state granted an exclusive
cconomic zone enjovs the
rights 1o the resources within
that zone, Powell said.
"Chiny’s exploitation of

SeCurily ¢

Likewise, the Asia Maritime Transpar-
ency [nitiative (AMT1) documented how
up to 30 Chinese vessels were spotted at
Iroquots Reel throughout much of 2021,

The AMTI s an interactive, regulasly
updated source for information, analysis,
and policy exchange on marilime security
issues in Asia,

“Sealight has posted evidence of similar
rumbers throughout 2023, said Powell,
22021 Fellow at Stanford’s Distinguished
Careers [nstitute.

No clear praof

The Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) ad-
mitted on Tuesday, however, that it does
not have clear proof 1o directly pinpoint
Chinese maritime militla vessels as the
ones responsible for the “harvesting” and
destruction of the corals in Rozul Reef.

Commaodore Jay Tarricla, PCT spokes-
man on the WPS, said the allegations are
based only on crcumstantial evidence
since Chinese ships were monitored in
the area before the disappearance of the
corals was discovered.

*But what s cenain is that from August
910 Seprember 11, we were able to moni-
tor Chinese maritime militia vessels that
were there in that paricular ared” said
Tarriela during 2 public bricfing

the conti ion of Chinese vessels
into the Philippines’ EEZ threatens global
food security.

He said the coral reefs belong to the
“whole world because the species of fish
that breed there are not affly being har-
vested by Filipino fishermen but also har-
vested by Malaysian ﬁshmm \"lzu:am-

fishermen, even Chincse fi

“Soit is for the good of the world ifour
coral reefs are protected. That's why I'm
really very mad,” Zubiri added.

He said the Senate is working closely
with the Depantment of the Environment
and Natural Resources in setting up ma-
rine ranger stations in key coastal areas
nationwide 1o safeguard the country’s
marine resources in the WPS.

Zubiri said he has spoken with Sen. Juan
Edgardo Angara, chairman of the Senate
Committee on Finance, 1o earmark PG00
million for the initiative.

He also vowed to fight for bigger al-
lotments for the PCG and the Philippine
Navy in the national budget for 2024 10
help them in purchasing additional parial
boats and other equipment.

Under the proposed 1'5.768-trillion
2024 national budger, the PCG has been
allocated P24.014 hillion. an increase of
neatly 10 percent from its allotment of
121.92 billion this vear.

On the othet hand. '40.97 billion has
been set aside for the Navy. up from its
current budget of 34,98 billion.

WITH A REPORT FROM
BEANADETTE E.TAMAYOQ
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‘Arbitral ruling also stresses marine protection’

By Rey 'E,'Requejo and
Macon Ramos-Araneta

THE Philippines emphasized before the
International Tribunal for the Law of the
Sea (ITLOS) in Hamburg, Germany that
the 2016 ruling of thePermanent Court of
Arbitration that denied China’s expansive
claims tc the South China Sea also cites
the “obligation to protect and preserve the

marine environment.”

The statement came as reports indicat-
ed widespread damage done by Chinese
fishing boats in the Rozul (Iroquois) Reef
and Escoda (Sabina) Shoal in the West

- Philippine Sea.

Foreign Affairs Assistant Secretary
Maria Angela Ponce, who posted about
the Philippine statement before the IT-
LOS on the X social media platform,
said the 2016 arbitration ruling “is legally

binding international law

“Jt pronounced legal doctrines that
could help determine the outcome of
these proceedings. It is legally binding
international law. Its validity cannot be
assailed,” she said.

The Department of* Foreign Affairs
(DFA) has called .on all concerned to act
responsibly and stop all activities that
damage the maritime environment.

Next page

‘Arbitral...

From Al

The Phlhppme Coast Guard earlier
said the marine environment in the Rozul
Reef and Escoda Shoal showed “mini-

-mal to no signs of life” when it surveyed

the area.

The DFA said the Philippines "is se-
riously concerned" about the develop-
ment, considering the affected reefs are
part of the Philippines' exclusive eco-
nomic zone, which China continues to
contest despite international law and the

- arbitral award.

China’s embassy in Manila had no
comment on the issue.

“The: Philippines has consistently
raised the alarm over ecologically arm-
ful activities, conducted by foreign ves-
sels, in our maritime zones, an issue ex-
tensively discussed in the 2016 Arbitral
Award on the South China Sea," DFA
said, in a statement.

"The well-being of millions of people
who depend on the South China Sea for
their livelihood is at stake," it added.

Foreign Affairs Secretary Enrique
Manalo earlier asserted that the award al-
ready "settled the status of historic rights

and maritime entitlements in the South

China Sea." r

The award also "declared without le-
gal effect claims that exceed entitlements
geographical and substantive limits set"
by the United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), Manalo
added,

The arbitral ruling issued by the Per-
manent Court of Arbitration (PCA) on
July 12, 2016 rejected China's claim,
on the basis of its historic "nine-dash
line," over the West Philippine Sea, and
affirmed the Philippines' position over
the water that is part of its exclusive eco-
nomic zone (EEZ) based on UNCLOS.

"The award has since facilitated the

plotting of new paths and trajectories,
reflecting the rich maritime heritage
of our country and our people, firm in
the conviction that our rights over our
maritime jurisdictions are indisput-
able," Manalo said.

Manalo said the Philippines is hon-
ored that the award is now standing "as
a beacon whose guiding llght serves all
nations." He also took pride in the "path
of principle" that the country took-when
it decided to file a case for arbitration
against China to peacefully settle the dis-
pute.

"It is a settled landmark and a defini-
tive contribution to the prog:esswe de-
velopment of international law. It is ours
as much as it is the world's;," he said.

"Just as lighthouses aid vessels in navi-

gating the seas, the award will continue’

to illuminate the path for all who strive
towards not just the peaceful resolution
of disputes- but also the maintenance of a
rules-based intemational order,” he added.
Manalo said the Philippines "will
continue to translate" the positive out-
comes of the award into positive gains
for the sake of the Filipino people as well
as.to secure legitimate *interests in the
maritime domain, and to promote peace,
security, and prosperity in the region.
Manalo also welcomed the growing
number of countries backing the

Philippines' position on the West Phil- I
ippine Sea as Manila commemorated on

July 12, the 7th anniversary of the 2016
Arbitral Award on the South China Sea.

Several nations—including the United
States, United Kingdom, India, Japan,
Australia, New Zealand, Belgium, Czech
Republic, Denmark, Germany, Ireland,
Greece, Spain, France, Italy, the Nether-
lands, Poland, Austria, Romania, Slovakia,
Finland, and Sweden—have openly sup-
ported the Philippines' territorial integrity
‘over the water that is being unilaterally and
illegally claimed by China. (See full sto-
ry online at manilastandard.net)
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Protectlng ourr marine environment

LARMING, to say the Ieast that fishing banks
in the West Philippine Sea w111 “collapse” and
greatly nnpact the country’s food security.

This is the. distressing precis
raised by experts, which coincided
with what Philippine Coast Guard

spokesperson Comn:odore Jay
Tarriela described as ‘“severe
damage” inflicted on the marine

environment and coral reef in the
seabed of Rozul Reef (also known as
Iroquois Reef) and Escoda Shoal.

If indeed the area, |
contributes between 27 -percen"t and
30 percent of the country’s fish
catch, is damaged the sustainability

of nearby areas, like the inter-island

waters of the Philippines to which the
WPS is ecologically and biologically
connected, will also suffer.

In a statement, Tarriela said “The
surveys in Escoda Shoal revealed
visible discoloration of its seabed,
strongly indicating that deliberate
activities may have been undertaken
to modify the natural topography of
its underwater terrain.”

Earlier on, BRP Sindangan and

which

—
%

dead corals that were previously
processed and cleaned before being
returned to the seabed,” he said.

If indeed, as Tarriela said, the

' marine ecosystem in the two WPS

k6 we cannot
over-emphasize

the importance

of protecting and
preserving our marine
environmentj3

BRP CABRA held maritime patrols

after 33 and 15 Chinese maritime
militia vessels were spotted in
Rozul Reef and Escoda Shoal,

respectively, from August 9 to

September 11.
According to Tarriela, the corals

appeared  possibly  harvested,
processed, and returned to the
seabed.

“The presence of crushed corals
strongly suggests a potential act of
dumping, possibly involving the same

features appeared lifeless, with

- m;mmal to no signs of llfe, then

there is need for the government to
gear up and protect the area.

We need to listen to Tarriela who
said the continued swarming of
Chinese maritime militia vessels for
allegedillegal and destructive fishing
activities “may have directly caused
the degradat:on and destruction of
the marine env:ronment in tlie WPS
features.”

We cannot over-emphasize the
importance of protecting and
preserving our marine environment,
‘which _plays a critical role in
sustaining marine life and supporting
local communities.

Then we hear the Armed Forces of
the Philippines.’ Western Command
saymg there have been cases of
massive coral harvestmg along
Rozul - Reef, which is within the
country’s exclusive economic zone.

Something must be done at full
tilt. ; !
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Pascual urges equitable mining;
additional ECC process seen

By JAMES A. LOYOLA

ade and
industry
Secretary
Alfredo E.
Pascual invited in-
vestors to explore
‘and manufacture
the country’s min-
eral resources, but
also equally em-
phasized the need
to ensure that the
benefits from this
sector are shared
equitably among
investors, commu-
nities and shareholders in a keynote speech
at the Mining Philippines International
Conference and Exhibition on Tuesday,
Sept. 19.
At the same event, the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR)

SEC. ALFREDO E. PASCUAL

" said an additional process in the envi-

ronmental compliance certificate maybe
imposed on mining firms while the Cham-
ber of Mines of the Philippines expressed
satisfaction at the government support for
the industry.

“ie will actively engage our mining
companies, communities and stakeholders
to ensure that the benefits of mining are
shared equitably,” said Pascual.

“There are several opportunities in
mining and mineral processing, not just
an exploration of mineral resources and
their extraction, but also green metals
processing and other value added down-
stream mineral activities,” he said.

In particular, Pascual cited the abun-
dance of mineral resources for the manu-
facture of copper, which plays a pivotal
role in essential components of electric

. vehicles likf.' wire harnesses for their

strength.

Copper manufacturing, he said, would
advance value added activities, and increase
the country’s participation in the regional
and global value chains of electric vehicles,
battery technologies and renewable energy
equipment. :

“The holistic approach demonstrates a
genuine commitment to a more environ-
mentally responsible and sustainable future
for mining in our government also recog-
nizes the importance of partnerships,” he
said as he invited foreign investors present
at the international mining forum.

“Our country boasts an abundance of
natural resources that all from both eco-
nomic development and sustainable prog-
ress. There is a tremendous opportunity to
use extractive industries potential prepare
to propel long term economic growth,” he
said. -

pascual further cited the incentives
available for preferred activities, which
are listed in the Investment Priorities
Plan of the Board of Investments of the
DTI. Incentives include tax free importa-
tion of capital equipment, among others.

~ He then urged to use these metals
wisely and responsibly for the genera-
tions to come. He expressed that through
collaboration, the mining sector can be
transformed into a strategic economic pillar
and in the achievement of social develop-
ment goals. %

DENR additional ECC process
Meantime, a new process on top of
existing requirements for mining firms
securing their environment
compliance c!emﬁcabes (ECC) ’B"‘i
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Pascual urges equitable mining... B-1

may be implemented by the DENR
while pursuing the digitalization
of all mining-related information
and the processing of applxcauons
and permits.

This is according to Depart-
ment of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) Undersecretary
for Environment and Integrated
‘Science Carlos Primo David during
~ the kick-off ceremony of Min-
ing Philippines 2023 International
Exhibition and Conference, which
gathers the country’s mining firms,
particularly those listed with the
Philippine Stock Exchange.

“We've pilot-tested a new pro-
cess called Negotiated Sustainability
and Resilience Agreement or NSRA
and will work towards its imple-
mentation next year,” he'said.

While itting: “I’sanadd
on to the ECC process,” he noted
that, “but before you complain, let
me tell you that it takes 90 minutes
to complete.”

This process involves a dialogue
between the DENR and the mining
company to identify and negoti-
ate shared goals such as reduced
environmental impacts, renewable
energy adoption, community resil-
ience for the overall improvement
of their quality of life.

“The NSRA goes beyond com-
pliance. It is a partnership based
on agreed values, princxples and
specific milestones When in full
- swing, the agreed goals will be the
- hallmark of the evolution of a green

mine,” David said.

In an interview, David noted that
nowhere in the ECC process does it

mandates mining firms to shift to
the use of renewable energy and
they want these firms to include
RE in their roadmap for mine de-
velopment.

To date, two mines have un-
dergone this process -- a new gold
nnneumeahngaandoneofme
largest copper mines in the Visayas.

Meanwhile, David said, “the
DENR is mvestmg in the cbgitlzatmn
of all mmmg—telated information
and the processing of applications
and permits.”

“We have .substantially com-
pleted migrating all data onto a
single platform, with the exception
of data from one last division in
the MGB (

 Bureau),” he also said, aaduigﬂiat

“digitization shouldaddxessmak—
ing our procedures more efficient,
leading to shorter and more trans-
parent processing permits and ap-
plications.”

The DENR has engaged the ex-
pertise of PWC Philippines which will
be supporting the department-wide
process “as we ensure that the bureaus
and their people and technologies are
fit for purpose,” said David.

“All-in-all we commit to deliver a
more efficient and transparent system
in MGB next year as an integral part
of our mining governance efforts. All
of these are for the expressed purpose
of establishing a more professional,
responsible and globally competitive
mining industry,” he added.

Inhis speech, David said the Philip-
pines can be in a unique position to be
an important player in the global clean
energy market and provide sustainable

solutions to the climate crisis.

David underscored the links be-
tween climate change, environment,
biodiversity, inclusive resilience and
sustainable development and mineral
resource development.

He said today’s climate emergency
is driving the global clean energy tran-
sition, which involves the generation of
renewable energy, the need for energy
storage and other new technologies
such as those related to the support-
ing infrastructure and manufacture
of electric vehicles.

“These projects are highly min-
eral-intensive and their accelerated
adoption of will significantly in-
crease the demand for critical and
strategic minerals. These include:
copper, chromium, and nickel,” said

‘David, a geologlst‘and an expert in

enmmulnental science.

He noted that, “what this means
is that the Philippines can be in a
unique position to be an important
player in the global clean energy mar-
ket and provide sustainable solutions
to the climate crisis. This demand for
minerals comes at a time when the
mining sector is expected to help gen-
erate government income to bolster
our economic recovery.”

Organized by the Chamber of
Mines of the Philippines (COMP),
the event gathered together a diverse
assembly of participants, including
government officials, private sector
representatives, academics, indig-
enous communities, and mining host

Conference participants are ex-
pected to chart a path toward maxi-
mizing the potential of the mining
sector while addressing market
dynamics, industry trends, internal
capabilities, environmental concerns,
and economic impacts.
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“Mining which was treated for
years like a pariah because of its en-
vironmental impact is now an indis-
pensable part in the fight against cli-
mate change and energy transition,”
COMP Chairman Mike Toledo said.’

However, he noted that change
has come. Among the notable positive
changes are the lifting of the morato-
rium on new mining projects and of
the ban on open pit mining.

“It took a global contagion before
these decade-long policy roadblocks
m:re removed and the importance of

mining was recognized,” Toledo said.

He added that, “while most oth-
er industries were staggering and
downsmngatﬂwhelghtoﬂ:wxd-lg,
only a few large-scale mining op-
erations experienced temporary
closure, and these were due mainly
to local government directives. This
explains why mineral exports were
largely unaffected and employment
in mining was generally stable
throughout the pandemic.”

“With the roadblocks to mining
finally removed, three large copper-
gold projects that were stymied by
the policy roadblocks — Tampakan,
Silangan, and King King — are now
in a better position to proceed to
development,” he said.

Government support
Meanwhile; the Philippine min-
ing. mdustry is lauding the govern-
ment’s “clearly expressed” suppoz:t
and its acknowledgement of min-

r

J-’

ing as a priority sector with a high
growth potential that will help the |
Philippine economy recover.

The Chamber of Mines of the
Philippines (COMP) welcomes this
positive change as it kicked off the
2023 Mining Philippines Interna-
tional Conference and Exhibition.

“The industry’s potential will
grow even more over time. And
the Chamber of Mines is extremely
hopeful that stability is just around -
the bend,” said COMP Chairman
Mike Toledo

Meanwhile, he said “we have
been laying the groundwork — us-
ing a deliberately phased approach
— to further improve our members’ l
ESG performance by way of the
Towards Sustainable Mminbg‘ inir (T%Iq
initiative.”

TSM is a set of tools and‘mdlca-
tors to drive performance and gn—-
sure that key mining risks are man-
aged responsibly, and best practices
are used at members’ facilities.

It was established by the Min-
ing Association of Canada (MAC)
in 2004 and adopted by COMP in
2017, making the Philippines the
firstinAsiatosubscribetothisself—
assessment system that is rapidly
evolving into the global standard
for best practices in sustainable
mining. COMP has made compli-
ance with TSM mandatory to all its

.. members.

‘“Consequently, we are on track
to meet our target of making avail-

"1 | able to the public the 2023 and 2024

A

externally verified self-assessment
reports of our operating members,"”
he said. -

Finally, Toledo welcomed the
government’s move to rejoin the
Extractives Industry Transparency
Initiative. “We in the Chamber are
open to any undertaking that en-
courages good governance. After
all, we cherish our position at the
forefront of transparency reporting
in the extractives sector,” he said.

“As the world advances toward
a wider energy transition to meet
global carbon reduction objectives
in response to climate change,
mining’s relevance has grown

- and become even more crucial,”

he added.

As minerals are an essential
part of clean renewable energy
technologies and the demand for
minerals to produce these tech-
nologies is increasing, Toledo said
the Philippines must take advan-

tage of opportunities in the energy -

transition.

To do that, he said mining
companies must be able to ad-
dress the divided public opinion
on mining.

Moreover, Toledo underscored
the need to resolve other issues
affecting the investment climate in
the industry, including conflicting
local and pational laws, our coun-
try’s high power costs, a protracted
pemuthng process, and a fiscal
regime that will not only enhance
our country’s competitiveness as a
mining investment destination, but
equally important, reflective of the
government’s designation of min-
ing from being merely a “beneficial”
industry to one that is “essential”
and “critical.” (Ma. Joselie C. Garcia)
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TOWARD A JUST MINERALS TRANSITION LAW THAT BBIEFITSTHEPMH

N m!fumm T

DOESN'T EXHAUST ECOSYSTEMS

THE threats posed by the cli-
mate crisis are well established,
and the need to shift from dirty
energy to renewable energy, or
energy transition, is no longer
up for debate. But materials and
infrastructure for renewable en-
ergy will drive demand for en-
ergy transition minerals (ETMs)
by 500 percent, according to the
World Bank. If coal mining (the
principal culprit behind global
warming) is disastrous for the
planet, the negative footprint of
metallic minerals mining is the
stuff of lore.

Minerals are considered the
building blocks of modern soci-
ety, no less; they are responsible
for many of the systems that
hold commerce, transportation,

of the ETMs can be found in in-

" digenous and peasant lands in

the global South. The production
of ETMs, therefore, will foster
energy colonialism.

To manage the market de-
mand for transition minerals in
the Philippines, and for minerals
in general, the government can
no longer rely on the present
mining law. The 1995 Philippine
Mining Act liberalized the min-
ing industry—to disastrous re-
sults. Many a complaint lobbed
at the industry stems from the
weak environmental and social
safeguards in the law.

We offer instead the Alter-
native Minerals Management
bill (AMMB). The AMMB is a
measure that has been gath-

. infrastructure, energy, among
otihers, in place. But mining
comes with a long laundry list
of impacts on biodiversity, wa-
ter supply, agriculture, liveli-
hood, health, and so on. Mining
is, thus, a necessary evil.
However, the majority of
the mining today flows out of
the logic of extractivism, which
exploits natural resources pri-
marily for export. As such, it in-
cludes the mining of gold, which
is largely for ornamentation.
Eduardo Gudynas proposes a
better framework for mining:
indispensable extraction, which
allows mining only what is abso-
lutely needed for social well-be-
ing. This proposal requires the
reimagining of the development

ering dust in Congress, but
whose latest version contains
provisions that support a just
minerals transition. This re-
fers to the handling of minerals
production based on the princi-
ples of justice and equity. A just
minerals transition is anchored
on the abovementioned idea
of indispensable extraction. It

must also support the transfor-

mation of the economy itself as

so that it benefits all, especially
the poor. It must observe strin-
gent protocols in the sourcing
of minerals, as well as adhering
to circular economy'(or closing
the loop between the produc-
tion of materials and waste).
Finally, a just minerals tran-
sition provides communities

~try. The catchy

model governments use to plan
economies, one that doesn’t ex-
haust ecosystems.

Energy transition certainly
falls under the idea of indispens-
able extraction. But the urgent
need for the transition does
not give corporations an access
pass to all areas with minerals,
of which Phﬂipp‘ines has
abundant resﬁmes' in a third
of its land area, purportedly to
the tune of $1 trillion. The fifth
most mineralized country in
the world, the Philippines has at
least five ETMs. This makes the
country an attractive destination
for large corporations and coun-
tries with an eye to cash in on so-
called green investments. Based
ona recent spatial analysis, most

with decision-making roles.
benefits sharing, and access to
remedies in cases of violations
of regulatory laws. The AMMB
is the only viable policy for
managing minerals in the coun-
“responsible
mining” slogan still falls short
of the safeguards and princi-
ples that must underpin an eco-
logical}y invasive pursuit, such

as mining. Absent a compre-
hensive policy, the Philippines
will fall prey to investments
that will no doubt fuel econom-
ic growth or the shift to clean
energy, but which will also up-
set the ecological balance that
sustains people and the planet.

MAYA QUIRINO
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EPR moratorium needed to give
businesses, consumers a breather
Isn'tit ironic that a garbage prob-
lem that the govemment failed
tosolve in decades is now being
¢ Dr. Jesus Lim Arranza szssedto u:t priv{:t:he sectg; I:uw
MAKE SENSE sex:‘tzxgoitiﬁsthmo‘r’fuw
years when solving this problem
is not really a part of our main

f2022 and its im lernentm rules issued in January, com-

U’NDER the Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) Law
O

panies categoriz

under ob

enterprises now have to

account for their plastic footprint and show proof of a minimum
20-percent recovery rate for the year 2023 or face stiff penalties.

They can compl

in three ways: recover on their own the plastic

dq:Emg that used, join other OEs to form a “Collective’, or en-
gage the services of a Producer Responsibility Organization (PRO).

e

Reporting of the programs initi-
ated by these OEs to recover their
plastics—called the EPR Compliance
AuditReport—for2023willbemade
in July 2024, vetted by a third party.

These OEs will also be made to
reduce their plastic footprint gradu-
| ally through R&D so they can tweak
their product designs and choice of
materials.
Allthesethree—recoveryofplas-
tic wastes, audit with third-party
vetting, and reduction of plastic us-
age through research and develop-
ment—naturally lead to one thing
that businesses and their custom-
ers dread—higher cost. When there
is additional cost, what is the first
stepthatenterprisesnormally take?
You're right, they pass it on to con-

sumers. This is inflationary. Every
Juan will again see their purchasing
- power diminished.

An impeccable timing, albeit in
the negative sense I should say, with
the world just emerging from the
Covid-19 pandemic and the contin-
ued rise in petroleum products and
other goods and services. Fortu-
nately, companies using plastics are
still there, employing people, and
paying taxes.

So, here is my plea to the govern-
ment, how about a moratorium for
atleast ayearin the EPR Law imple-
mentation. We all need a breather,
‘don't we?

This lull in the EPR implementa-
tion will also give OEs more time to
study how they can better comply

competencies?

with the law, perhaps determine

which options will be effective at a

lesser cost.

Remember that garbage collec-
tion as a whole has been'the respon-
sibility of the government, and for
decades it has failed miserably to
effectively implement its Reduce,
Reuse, Recycle (3Rs) programs.

Honestly, after failing for de-
cades to address the problem, the
governmentdoesnothavethe moral
ascendancy to tell or teach the pri-
vate sector the proper collection of
plastic wastes,

Have the concerned government
agencies reviewed why they failed to
solvesolid wasternanagementinthe
past 20 years? Please, let us know.

Isn'titironic that a garbage prob-
lem that the government failed to
solve in decades is now being passed
to the private sector? How do you
expect us in the private sector to do
it in three or four years when solv-
ing this problem is not really a part
of our main competencies?

7
b =
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However you look at it, the gov-
ernment, which has the right ma-
chinery and facilities, training and
know-how down to the municipali-
ties, barangays, and sitios, isstill the
one best suited to do the job.

This is also why we in the private
sector are paying taxes, including
garbage collection fees, so the gov-
ernmentcanrelieveusof thatburden
and allow us to concentrate growing
our business to create employment.

Thefeesand taxesassociatedwith
the EPR Law are already a form of
double taxation.

So, on behalf of my members at
the Federation of Philippine Indus-
tries, may we request PBBM to sus-
pendthe EPR Law'simplementation?
Perhaps we can also review the law
and comeupwithsomethingsimpler
otherthancreatinganotheraprivate
garbage collector on top of the man-
datedgovernmentgarbage collector.

We support the circular economy
concept, but let's do it right.

Let's review every step involved,
fromcollectiontohandlingandrecy-
cling, and studywaysthatwilllessen
theimpact onbusiness and consum-
ers.Wewantaneffectivesystemthat
is not inflationary.

Dr. Jesus Lim Amanza is the chairman of the
federation of Philippine Industries and Fight Micit
Trade; a broad-based, multisectoral movement
intended ta protect consumers, safequard govern-
ment revenues and shield legitimate industries
from the iff effects of smuggling.
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Thousands of Filipino volunteers
join Intl Coastal Cleanup 2023

TENS of thousands of Filipinos joined
volunteers in over 150 countries across the
world for International Coastal Cleanup
(ICC) Day on Saturday, September 16, along
various coastlines in the country,

ICC is a global initiative by the Washing-
ton, D.C.-based Ocean Conservancy that
is dedicated to addressing ocean pollution
through beach and waterway cleanups.

In the Philippines, ICC is implemented
under Presidential Proclamation 470, which
declares ICC to be held every third Saturday
of September, with the Philippines being
recognized as “the cleanup capital of the
world.”

ICC instills a sense of vigilance among

Filipinos in their support of the ongoing
global fight against marine litter,
The Philippines has been partxapahng in

the ICC since 1994.

The theme “Clean Seas for Healthy Fisher-

ies” is carried out by this year's ICC, which-

aligns closely with the objectives of the
United Nations Ocean Decade Challenge
3, which is to “Sustainably Feed the Global
Population.”

This challenge recogmzes the need to
ensure sustainable food production from
the ocean to feed the growing global popu-
lation while safeguarding the health and
productivity of marine ecosystems.

In partnership with numerous organiza-
tions, the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) took the lead
in coordinating cleanups in various water
bodies across the country. An estimated
35,000 volunteers armed with sacks, rakes
and gloves joined forces for the cleanup ef-
fort across the country.

Participants included individuals and
groups from the DENR workforce, national
and local government agencies, academia,
the private sector, youth organizations, civic
groups, and civil society.

Concurrent coastal cleanups led by vari-
ous DENR offices and bureaus were held na-
tionwide, including in key areas such as the
Las Pifias-Paranaque Wetland Park; the Tul-
lahan River along Barangay San Bartolome
in Novaliches, Quezon City; the Baseco
Beach in Manila; the Balanga Wetland and
Nature Park in Bataan; Barangay Butong Taal
in Batangas; the Mactan Channel in Lapu-
Lapu, Cebu; the Abatan River and Panglao in
Bohol; the Banica River in Dumaguete; Bais
City, Negros Oriental; and along the shore of
Pagadian Bay in Zamboanga del Sur.

‘Apart from coastal cleanups mostly led
by the Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) and
its volunteer group the PCG Auxiliary, the
group also conducted underwater cleanups
in the National Capital Region.

Beyond waste retrieval, ICC volunteers
documented the volume of waste collected,
which will be submitted to the Ocean Con-
servancy and the UN Ocean Decade to
contribute to global efforts to combat plastic
pollution.

During the 2022 [CC, findings of the
Global Ocean Trash Index conducted by
Ocean Conservancy showed that the Phil-
ippines collected 249.382 metric tons of
waste, The collected waste encompassed a
spectrum of items, including cigarette butts,
beverage bottles, food wrappers, bottle caps,
grocery bags, food containers, cups and
plates, straws, and stirrers.

YASHIKA F.TORIB
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biggest haul oftrash during the 38th nternatianalcoastal ceanup
| ks M ﬁ“lﬂl"aﬂ |

SM’s Biggest Haul at the 38th International Coastal Clean Up:
100,000 kilos of Trash Collected by over 17,000

Volunteers across SM Malls Natlonmde

S M Cares combimues bo drive aciie

participalion in sctan corservation

by takimg part cnce again I this year’s
Ieterrational Coastal Cleanup Day last
September 16, 3023, Saturday.
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Maynilad hikes
tree-planting target

by 133% in 2023

“West zone concessionaire
Maynilad Water Services
Inc. (Maynilad) aims to plant
around 210,000 native trees
in vital watersheds for its
“Plant for Life” program
implementation in 2023 — a
133 percent increase from last
year's target of 90,000 trees.

For this year’s run of the

Maynilad annual reforesta-
tion initiative, the company
committed to plant 210,000
tree saplings and mangrove
propagules over a land area

“of approximately 525 hect- -

ares at the Ipo watershed in
Bulacan, Kaliwa watershed
in Quezon Province, La Mesa
watershed in Quezon City,

and the Manila Bay coastline .
. in Cavite Province.

“One climate change
mitigation measure that will
have a long-term and major
impact on protecting our
water sources is the plant-
ing of trees. It not only en-
hances carbon sequestration,
it also increases the soil’s

water-retention capacity,

thus preventing erosion in
watersheds that could lead
to high turbidity in the raw
water supply,” said Mayni-
lad’s Quality, Sustainability
and Resiliency head, Roel
Espiritu.

Espiritu said that intensi-
fied reforestation activities
this year will focus on im-
proving forest cover at Mt.
Balagbag in Bulacan, which
is now highly denuded and

has to be restored.
Maynilad plants trees
with the help of volunteers
from private and public or-
ganizations — including its
sister companies under the
MVP Group such as PLDT/
Smart — that share in the wa-
ter company’s concern for
environment conservation.
Maynilad also works with
the Mt. Balagbag Farmers,
local communities, indig-
enous people, and Ban-
tay Gubat to sustain high
survival rate of the trees
lanted. More than 1 mil-
Eon trees have already been
planted through “Plant for
Life” since the program’s

inception in 2007.
Maynilad is the largest
private water concessionaire
in the Philippines in terms
of customer base. Its service
area includes the cities of Ma-
nila (all but gor!:ions of San
Andres and Sta. Ana), Que-
zon City (west of San Juan
River, West Avenue, EDSA,
Congressional, Mindanao
Avenue, the northern part
starting from the Districts
of Holy Spirit and Batasan
Hills), Makati (west of South
Super Highway), Caloocan,
Pasay, Paranaque, Las Pifias,
Muntinlupa, Valenzuela,
Navotas, and Malabon, all in
Metro Manila; and the cities
of Cavite, Bacoor, and Imus,

and the towns of Kawit, Nov-

eleta, and Rosario, all in the
province of Cavite.
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THE Maritime Industry Authority (Ma-
rina) has intensified its preparation for
the International Maritime Organization
(IMO) audit in October, including other
government agencies.

Jean Ver Pia, the Philippines’single
point of contact for the IMO Member
State Audit Scheme (Imsas) and Mari-
time Attaché in London, presented the

Working Group (TWG) meeting attended
by representatives from the Depart-
ment of Transportation, Philippine Coast
Guard, Philippine Ports Authority, Subic
Bay Metropolitan Authority, National
Telecommunications Commission, and
National Mapping and Resource Infor-
mation Authority on September 13 via a
hybrid setup.

The groundwork for the audit was
laid with the issuance of Executive Order
84in 2019 to ensure full compliance

Marina prepares other
‘agencies for IMO audit

with the country’s international obliga-
tions and responsibilities as a member
of the IMO.

Chaired by the Transportation assistant
secretary for maritime, Julius Yano, and as-
sisted by the head of the Imsas Secretariat,
Marina Overseas Shipping Service officer
in charge, Precila Jara, the TWG members
discussed updates on the preparations for

government agencies’ audit schedules the mandatory audit. The revised draft's
and the expected actions to be taken detailed audit timetable and program
from their end. were also presented.

Marina convened an Imsas Technical Yano has emphasized the need for a

unified effort to ensure that the Philippine
maritime industry adheres to the highest
standards and complies with international
maritime commitments to sustain an ef-
ficient and robust maritime industry.
The country’s preparedness for this
audit will strengthen its standing in
the global maritime community and
enhance maritime safety, security and
environmental protection within the
Philippines’ waters.
GENIVIVERDEJO
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ACTIVISTS BACK WITH KIN
AFTER BARING ABDUCTION

STORY BY CARMELA REYES-ESTROPE, KRIXIA SUBINGSUBING AND FRAMCES MANGOSING
A press conference in Bulacan held by the anticommunist task force backfires after the two members of environmen l -
groups it presented insist they were abducted by the military. Hours later, they are reunited with their families, A2
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Activists back with kin
after baring abduction

FROMA1

By Carmela Reyes-Estrope,
Krixia Subingsubing

and Frances Mangosing
@Team_Inquirer

The two environmental activ-
ists who went missing on Sept.
2 and were later reported to be

in government custody after

leaving the “leftist movement”
were finally reunited with their
families on Tuesday afternoon.

From Bulacan province
where they were in the custo-
dy of the 7oth Infantry Battal-
ion (IB), Jonila Castro and Jhed
Tamano were brought to the
Commission on Human Rights
(CHR) office in Manila to ensure
that they would be on “neutral
ground” upon their release.
They were accompanied by Ga-
briela Rep. Arlene Brosas.

After a closed-door meeting
with CHR officials, both women
had a tearful reunion with their
respective families who had
been scouring police stations
for weeks to find them.

“While we did not know
what would happen to us while
we were under custody, we
drew strength from the belief
that there were people in the
outside world waiting for us,”
said the 2i-year-old Castro.
“Now, we need to focus on what
our country needs. We need to
continue the fight against rec-
lamation activities for the sake
of the fisherfolk of Manila Bay.”

‘Threatened’

In a press briefing organized
in the morning by the National
Task Force to End Local Commu-
nist Armed Conflict (NTF-Elcac),
she and Tamano confirmed they

CHUCKING THE SCRIPT Environmental activists Jonila Castro
and Jhed Tamano accuse the military of kidnapping them, in a press
conference by the National Task Force to End Local Communist
Armed Conflict which the task force had to scrap. —scREENGRAB

were kidnapped by the military
on Sept. 2. y

“We chose to speak up today
because it's important that the
truth comes out. Were we abduct-
ed or did we voluntarily surren-
der? The truth is we were abduct-
ed by the military,” Castro said at
the briefing held at the Plaridel
municipal hall in Bulacan.

“We were forced to surren-

-der because we were threat-

ened. It's not true that we want-
ed the military to take ‘custody
of us,” she added, debunking
the government's claim that
both women had yielded to au-
thorities for their own protec-
tion after deciding to leave the
communist movement.

“The issue here is the bla-
tant facism of the military that
we want to uncover today. The
truth here is the issue on the
Manila Bay reclamation. Fish-
ermen are losing their source of
livelihood,” Castro said in a firm,
defiant voice that broke at times.

Seated beside her was the
22-year-old Tamano who, ac-

cording to environmental and
rights groups, is a coordinator

 for the Community and Church

Program for Manila Bay of the
Ecumenical Bishops' Forum.
Castro, on the other hand, is a
community organizer for Akap-
Ka Manila Bay, which is op-
posed to reclamation activities.
Flanking the two women
were NTF-Elcac Director Al-
exander Umpar on one side
and Lt. Col. Rommel dela Cruz,
.commanding officer of the 7oth
IB, on the other. Both officials
seemed surprised at the un-
expected turn of events, with
the latter glancing frequent-
ly at NTF-Elcac spokesperson
Undersecretary Joel Egco, who
served as the moderator at the
event. :
Tamano confirmed that she
and Castro were kidnapped and
did not surrender voluntarily
to the military. “We were walk-
ing on the road on Sept. 2 when
a sport utility vehicle (SUV)
stopped in front of us and we
were forced to board it. That is

+ them into the SUV.

the truth. We thought it was a
syndicate,” she said.

At the time of their disap-
pearance in Orion, Bataan prov-
ince, both were preparing for
relief operations in the prov-
ince whose coastal towns are
among the many areas threat-
ened by reclamation projects in
Manila Bay.

Military: They were rescued

Dela Cruz, who as head of
the 7oth IB is in charge of mil-
itary operations in Bulacan and
Pampanga provinces, said that
he and his men rescued Castro
and Tamano after receiving a
report that they were missing.

He insisted that both vol-
untarily surrendered to his unit
and that Tamano had even ad-
mitted to carrying firearms and
being involved in encounters
between the military and com-
munist rebels.

“They (Castro and Tama-
no) signed their affidavits with
their lawyer [that they were
voluntarily yielding to the gov-

ernment]. We were not even

there when they signed their
statements,” Dela Cruz said.
For his part, Umpar assert-
ed that he was “standing by the
report of our military.” “We are
here to take good care of the
welfare of activists who return
to the fold of the law,” he said.
Tamano, however, denied
that they were armed at the
time they were kidnapped.
Before the press briefing
was cut short by NTF-Elcac of-
ficials, Castro disclosed that
she and Tamano had proof that
they were abducted, adding

‘that they lost their belongings

while trying to resist the
men who were forcing
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“We didn't surrender. In
fact, we lost our slippers. What
we are wearing now are not
ours,” she said.

“We were abducted. We
were blindfolded. Our arms
were tied. We and our families
were threatened. We were in-
terrogated. I denied what we
have signed in that affidavit.
They are the ones who made up
the stories in that affidavit,” she
added.

Outside the municipal hall,
their supporters from the “Sur-
face Jonila and Jhed Network”
called on the military and the
local government to immedi-
ately release them.

‘We felt betrayed’

The NTF-Elcac in a state-
ment Tuesday said it stood by
Dela Cruz's account, noting
that it was backed up by the
activists’ respective affidavits
narrating their whereabouts
from the time they decided to
leave the underground move-
ment until their arrival at the
7oth IB headquarters in Bula-
can “with the help of a friend.”

“We are appalled as we are
deeply saddened by the unfor-
tunate turn of events during
this morning’'s press confer-
ence... We felt betrayed,” it said,
adding that it was also standing

by the report of Bataan police-_

men.

“Whatever caused their

£

We are appalled as we are
deeply saddened by the unfortunate
turn of events during this morning’s
press conference ... We felt betrayed

National Task Force to End
Local Communist Armed Conflict

sudden change of heart is be-
yond us. Earlier engagements
by task force officials with the
two students regarding the
veracity and truthfulness of
their affidavits were convinc-
ing enough to merit their pub-
lic appearance. We were hood-
winked,” the NTE-Elcac stated.

It said that if the two wom-
en’s intention was to humiliate
the task force, “we shall remain
unfazed and committed to
fulfilling our mandate for the
greater good of the people and
of the country.”

In a press briefing on Fri-
day, National Security Council
Assistant Director General Jon-
athan Malaya said that Castro
and Tamano surrendered to the
7oth IB on Sept. 12, then execut-
ed sworn affidavits in front of
lawyers from the Public Attor-
ney’s Office and CHR.

Malaya also threatened
to file charges against groups
which claimed the two were

kidnapped by authorities.

This is not the first time,
however, that activists who had
been reported missing were
presented by military officials
or policemen.

On June 2, Patricia Cierva
and Cedric Casanio sudden-
ly surfaced alongside 18 other
“confessed rebels” who surren-
dered to Cagayan Gov. Manuel
Mamba. The mass surrender
was facilitated by the local mil-
itary unit and the Cagayan Pro-
vincial Task Force to End Local
Communist Armed Conflict.

At a press briefing, youth
organizer Cierva and Casano,
the Kabataan Partylist coordi-
nator in Isabela province, be-
lied reports they were taken by
the military, contrary to rights
group Karapatan's claim that
they were abducted by mem-
bers of the so1st IB during a
supposed encounter on May 18.
—WITH REPORTS FROM JANE BAUTIS-
TA AND INQUIRER RESEARCH INQ
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Scientists:

“Tree of
life’ nears

extinction

WASHINGTON, D.C:: Humans are driving
the loss of entire branches of the “Tree
of Life," according to a new study
published on Monday, which warns
of the threat of a sixth mass extinction.
“The extinction crisis is as bad as.
the climate change crisis. It is not rec-
ognized,” said Gerardo Ceballos, pro-
fessor at the National Autonomous
University of Mexico, and co-author
of the study published in Proceedings
of the National Academy of Sciences

(PNAS).

“»ExtinctionA2

“What is at stake is the future of
mankind,” he told AFP.

The study is unique because
instead of merely examining the
loss of a species, it examines the
extinction of entire genera.

In the classification of living
beings, the genus lies between the
rank of species and that of family.
For example, dogs are a species
belonging to the genus canis —
itself in the canid family.

“It is a really significant con-
tribution, I think the first time
anyone has attempted to assess’
modern extinction rates at a level -
above the species,” Robert Cowie, '
a biologist at the University of*
Hawaii who was not involved in "
the study, told AFP,

“As such it really demonstrates 2
the loss of entire branches of the '
Tree of Life,” a representation of '
living things first developed by
Charles Darwin.

The study shows that “we aren’t
just trimming terminal twigs, but
rather are taking a chainsaw to
get rid of big branches,” agreed ,
Anthony Barnosky, professor,
emeritus at the University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley.

1

1
1
]

73 extinct genera

1
The researchers relied largely on
species listed as extinct by the
International Union for Conser- !
vation of Nature (IUCN). They '
focused on vertebrate species '
(excluding fish), for which more
data are available.

Of some 5,400 genera (com- ;

prising 34,600 species), they con- '
cluded that 73 had become extinct ‘
in the last 500 years — most of
them in the last two centuries.
The researchers then compared
this with the extinction rate esti-
mated from the fossil record over
the very long term,
“Based on the extinction rate
in the previous million years, we
would have expected to lose two

genera. But we lost 73," explained |

Ceballos.

That should have taken 18,000
years, not 500, the study estimated
— though such estimates remain
uncertain, as not all species are
known and the fossil record re-
mains incomplete.

‘ The cause?

Human activities, such as the de-
struction of habitats for crops or
infrastructure, as well as overfish-
ing, hunting and so on.

The loss of one genus can have
consequences for an entire ecosys-
tem, argued Ceballos.

“If you take one brick, the wall
‘won't collapse, he said. “You take
many more, eventually the wall
will collapse.

the collapse of civilization.” AFP

“Our worry is that ... we're losing -
things so fast, that for us it signals
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waters, notably eorals. (AFP)

MARINE HE&TWAIS can decimate species that cannot migrate to escape into ercbly warm

Marine heatwaves last longer
in deeper water — study

By AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

ARIS, France — Marine heat-
waves may last longer and be
more izitense in deeper water,
potentally threatening sensi-
tive species as climate change makes
the extreme events more frequent,
researchers said on Monday.

Oceans have absorbed 90 percent of
the excess heat produced by the carbon
pollution from human activity since
the dawn of the industrial age.

Marine heatwaves — episodes of
abnormally high water temperatures
— have become more frequent and
intense.

These can have a particularly se-
vere impact on species that cannot
migrate to escape intolerably warm
waters, like corals in the Great Bar-
rier Reef and kelp forests off southern
Australia and the northeastern Pacific.

In a new study published in the
journal Nature Climate Change, re-
searchers looked at impacts of tem-
perature spikes in deeper waters,
which lead author Eliza Fragkopoulou
said was “the first attempt to look into
marine heatwaves below the surface.”

“Marine heztwaves and their ef-
fects have been studied mostly at the
ocean surface and we did not know
much about their characteristics in the
deep ocean,” shz told AFP.

Using on-site observations and
modelling, researchers examined
global marine heatwaves from 1993
to 2019, including data up to 2,000
meters (6,562 feet) below the surface.

They found the intensity was
highest at 50 to 200 meters below the
surface, occasionally up to 19 percent
szronger than the surface heatwave,

The duration also increased with
depth, with warming persisting up
to two years after temperatures re-
turned to normal on the surface the
study sa:d.

The scientists looked at 1 o-oxy
measure of thermal stzess krewn as
cumulative intensity and mapped that
against distribution of biociver=ity at
the edge of their maximum ezt imits
to see areas where marine creztires
are potentially more vulnera=l= to
changes.

These high stress conditions over-
lapped in up to 22 percent of th= global
oceans, taey found.

Regicnal variabilizy of marine
heatwaves makes measuring biodiver-
sity exposure complex, and their dira-

ticn varied by location d.e to dift=rent.

oczanic conditions.

In general, Fragkopoulou, of the
Centre of Marine Sciences at 2ortcgal’s
University of Algarve, seid tae impact

on biodiversity was likely greatest.
from the surface to a depth of 250.

meters. :
The largest portions of the oceans
categarizad as highly exposed were

found in tae North Atlancic and Irdian.
oceans, ar depths between 1,000 and.

2,000 meters.
Better monitoring ‘urgent’
A separate study published last
month in the journal Nature suggzs:ed
that some marine creatu-es can with-

stand the heat better than others, with.

a finding that ocean fish can eriure

marine heatwaves with no majer im-_

pact on thair numbers.

Fragkopoulou told AFP that more

research was needed on heatwaves in
the deeper oceans to unpick the poren-
tial impacts on tourism and fisk eries.
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