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The Supreme Court has ordered
concerned government agen-
cies to submit a report over its
directive to clean up, rehabili-
tate and preserve Manila Bay.

The report, which should be'

submitted by Sept. 30, should
include information about the
‘ongoing reclamations and their
.environmental Impact assess-
ments, especially their effect on
pollution, the Supreme Court
public information office said.
Itadded that the justices de-
cided to hold oral arguments on
the Manila Bay pollution case,
but they have yet to set the spe-
cific date for the hearings.
In 2008, the high: court
granted a'petition by a group of
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Maria Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga
—PHOTO FROM NATIONAL
RESILIENCE COUNCIL

residents concerned about the
polluted bay and issued a writ
of continuing mandamus direct-
ing the government agencies to
clean up, rehabilitate and even-
tually preserve Manila Bay.

In 201, the high court ordered
the party government agencies to

execute directives in order to im-
plement the 2008 decision,

These government agencies
were also required by the high
court to submit a report regard-
ing actions taken to uphold -its
ruling, including measurement
benchmarks of the pollution in
Manila Bay,

‘Realistic targets’

They were also’ asked to in-
form the high court about the
current government strategies
being implemented to comply
with their mandate to clean up,
rehabilitate and preserve Manila
Bay, and restore and maintain its
waters to levels fit for swimming,
skin-diving and other forms of

. contact recreation.

The court also wants ‘to
know from these agencies their
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“realistic targets” for the next
five years.

_ Eatlier this month, Environ.-
Ment Secretary Maria Antonis
Yulo-Loyzaga announced that
all 22 reclamation Projects in
Manila Bay were suspended.

Yulo-Loyzaga also said in 3
Previous statement that the high
court mandamus ruling on Ma.
nila Bay must be taken into ac-
count in all reclamation Projects
within the historic water body.

According to her, the legal
and regulatory context of recla-
mation activities “must also be
paramount in consideration »
aside from the environmenta]
aspects.

“The most important and
relevant [legal and regulatory
context] ... is the Manila Bay
mandamus ruling,” she said. g
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 Oral arguments
on Manila Bay
pollution case set

By

DL S A

The Supreme Court (SC)
will conduct oral arguments
nearly two decades after
ruling in favor of residents
living near Manila Bay who
filed a case against 13 govern-
ment agencies, calling for the

" cleanup and rehabilitation of

the harbor.

In 2008, the SC issued a
writ of continuing manda-
mus, ordering the govern-
ment to clean up, rehabilitate

" and preserve Manila Bay after

residents filed a complaint

' in 1999.

" Government agencies
named in the case are re-
quired to present to the high
court by Sept. 30 their strate-
gies to comply with the man-
date to make Manila Bay. “fit
for swimming, diving and
other recreational activities.”

“They must present their

NEIL JAYSON SERVA_I_.L_OS_ |

measurement benchmarks
of the pollution in Manila
Bay. Their realistic targets for
the next five years, ongoing
reclamations and their effect
on pollution,” the SC stated
in an advisory issued on
Wednesday.

Parties to the action in-
clude the Metropolitan
Manila Development Au-
thority; Departments of
Environment and Natu-
ral Resources, Education,
Health, Agriculture, Public
Works and Highways, and
Budget; Philippine Coast
Guard; Philippine National
Police Maritime Group; De-
partment of the Interior and
Local Government; Bureau
of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources and the Metro-
politan Waterworks and
Sewerage System.
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Rising sea level and Manila

Bay reclamation projects

he rise in sea level in Metro Manila’s
coastlines is much higher than the global
average. :

The National Mapping and Resource
Information Authority (NAMRIA) revealed this
in a coastal engineering summit held recently in
Batac, Ilocos Norte.

Based on NAMRIA's findings, sea level in Metro
Manila has risen by an average of 8.4 millimeters a
year from 1901 until 2022, almost three times the
global average of 3.4 mm/year in the same period.

Namria attributed this in part to the “coupling
effect” of sea level rise and land subsidence — the
gradual sinking of the earth’s surface.

Even the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration (NASA) has attributed the rise in sea
level around the world to the warming atmosphere
and ocean, causing ice sheets and mountain gla-
ciers to melt; and land water storage — through
ground water extraction and dam building.

In Metro Manila, for instance, more ground-
water extractions are done through deepwells, and
more buildings rise as it becomes more populated.
These factors contribute to land subsidence be-
cause of the extracted water and sheer weight of
the buildings and the population. !

NAMRIA also cited land réclamation and de-
forestation as contributing factors to the rise in

|sea level.

The revelation on the rising sea level should be
a cause for concern considering the 22 reclamation
projects in Manila Bay and the perennial flooding
in Metro Manila and in the neighboring provinces

‘of Cavite, Laguna, Rizal, and Bulacan as well as
| Pampanga farther north.

President Marcos has already suspended the 22
reclamation projects to give way to a cumulative

impact assessment that will be conducted by the
Department of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR). The agency, headed by Secretary Maria
Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga, should look closely and
deeper into the overall effects of these reclama-
tion projects. ;

The DENR should also keep in mind the con-
tinuing mandamus issued by the Supreme Court
in 2008, which directs it and 12 other government
agencies “to clean up, rehabilitate, and preserve
Manila Bay, and restore and maintain its waters
to SB level.” The mandamus issued by the highest
court of the land is clear — there is no room for
misinterpretation. :

And with the rising sea level now a global phe-
nomenon, the DENR needs to look closely on how
these reclamation projects will impact low-lying
areas. As of now, these areas are already vulner-
able to flooding.

Through dump-and-fill, these reclamation_
projects in Manila Bay are certain to contribute
to the rising sea level — that is the Archimedes
principle in which any body completely or par-

. tially submerged in a fluid is acted upon by an

upward force, or what is called a buoyant force.
Under this principle, there is no other way for
water in Manila Bay to go, but up with these
reclamation projects.-

If sea level in Manila Bay rises, this will pose
a threat to coastal and inland communities which
are already vulnerable to flooding.
- How to mitigate this is a responsibility not
solely in the hands of the government, but all
responsible citizens of the country.

We hope everyone will contribute his or her
own share in keeping the rise in sea level to a bare
minimum. Let’s help keep our environment safe.
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' 'The maximurm area (enshere) al-
lowed under mineral agreement is
'8,100 hectares for any province and

'pines, while the maximum area of
| an FTAA is 1,000 meridional blocks

| meridional blocks or 324,000 hect-
! axes:né)jr_acambi;ria_tipnoftheonshore

- and offshore faximumn areas. Both
! thave a term not exceeding 25 years
I'and: renewable for another term not
, exceedmg 25 years. The Mining-Act

- 16,200 hectares in the entire Philip- .

' or 81,000 hectares onshore; 4,000

| also speafledthemmlmumamount '

Perpevma C. Tio

EAGLEWATBH

4

Second of three parts ‘

ARGE SCALE rmnmg cOrporatlons that do busmess inthe
I Philippines enter into any of the following contract agree-
ments as defined in thePhilippine Mining Act.0f 1995:1) = -
' rhineral sharing via mineral production sharing, agreement (MPSA), -
| co-production agreerfient, or joint venture agreement (]VA) and 2)
' ﬁnancml or technlcal assrstanCe agreement, 2 ‘

of $4 mllhon or its Phlhppme peso
* equivalent as capitalization under
an BTAA contract. There are other
governmentcontractsas mentioned
above, but this article will just focus
onMPSAand FTAA.
" Before any project can be imple-
" mented in a locality, all national

. agenciesauthorizingsuchactivityare

.. tasked under sections 2(c), 26, and
27 of theLocal Government Code to
obtain prior approvalfrom the local

. government unit concerned ‘after -

havmg made consultations with the

e e e

}Number of MPSA andfl‘TAA Contracts by Yeat and by Status BRI

|- . Status . al 2020 | ;2021 | 2022

i ApprdvedandReglstered e _"' ‘ o |
'- T I 2
(- FRA |5 [ 6 | 6
|| Application Under Process - | ' R

| (as of Current Year) S |~ o s
P Mpsa | 323 | o249 ', 194
1 " FTAA | 31 | 81 30

residentsabout theproject’simpactto
‘communities and the environment,
with the aim of maintaining ecologi-

cal balance {L.GC, 1991). The same
_provisions also cite the concurrence
of the local sanggunian (legislative
“body) before any project can start.
* The decision to mine from. the
perspective of the national’ govern-

of permits to contractors. For ‘the
LGU, the decision is alteady made
for themby the céntralgovernment,

Codetohelp facilitate theprocessby

informed decision on the- sea@l ac

' ént comes waybefore thegranting

- And here, government agencies are
tasked undeér the Local Government -

which the community shall reachan

ceptability of a mining project as a
reqmmementofthecompanymsemr-

mg an Envnonmental Comphance

" Certificate (ECC). No: mining opera-

. only for protection;. e

_ tion can proceed without the ECC.
Large orsmall-scaleminingbyits
natureisariskyindustry. It extends.
its risk to the. environment, people,
_ and other communities. There is
* also loss w’hén tthere is mimng ac-
tivity. This comes in the form of
loss of homes or displacement, loss
' farms, loss of livelihoods, and loss,
- of vegetation. Tomitigate disastrous
‘damages. that may happen dunng
, extraction activities itself, min-
ihg “ompanies are obligated under
_ the ] lippine Mining Act (PMA)
of 1995 to éarmark. ﬁmds spemﬁc

. -and rehabilitation r,’éhe di _mrbed.
"SER “EAGLB WaTcH,” A1g -
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enwronment 1ncludmg funds set

" aside for committees formed for

‘regular monitoring of the erivifon-
ment. These serve as safety-netsfor
. envn'onmental damnage.

Mining companies doing extrac-

tive activities are alsg bound by

; ‘the same Act to; create, fund, and

1mp1ement programs and projects
under the Social Development and
Management Plan { (SDMP)thathll

‘ beneﬁtcommmhes dnectlyhost- :
 ingand theneighboringareas(PMA,

. 1995). The social projects package

is to help increase aq:eptabjlitfy of

mimng .

: Wlth the éuarantee of addltlonal ‘

; for 1ncreased protect:lon 10, the en-
. vironment, the people, altmg with

the social projects and services are
: fupded by the companies,: mining
. still remainsa «contentious.issue. -

- The province. of. South Catabato

‘ has.passedan ordlnanqelerOJ.O that

. tried to prevent mining by passing

‘an. envlronmemal -oxdmgn

e bah-
ning open-pit mmmg (Tplavera,

0"

. fectoftheCovid- 19pandem1c‘ Ifthis

12023). Local groups. have formed

Wy g

alliances with other advocates who

have resisted the development of a
copper and: ‘gold mining projéctun-
- til the'mining contrictor. -retreated
"not because of the resistance but. -
" because of the ‘sudden drop in ‘the

_ pnces,ofcopper(Nléderbqueretal

2019) .The cutrent plan is to make
! themining industryareliable addi-
_tional séurce of incomenot only for
th national économy bt also for
th 6cél governments, which have
to recover after t.he devastatmg ef-

plaﬁ translates to the approval of

* mining apphcatlons pending since
N 2012 it"is'but fair that people in’

,m‘uniues arealsoreadyto accept

" méreased mcornes for .the LGUs. At
 thenationallevel, fiscal policies that

-maximize revenue colleétion from
' _the ‘extractive mdustry should be
enacted’ Tt 'is ected that after
apphcatlgns have been approved,
. there w111be anmcrease intheshare

. of revenues ‘at; the national level,
. whnchazlso translates toan mcrease
i vof re‘{*enues for the LGUs '

7770150 9mdlia@studentat
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PH rejects 10-dash China ma

DFA cites UNCLOS, arbitral
4 . . L . / ; 4
ruling in nixing ‘attempt
to legitimize sovereignty’
By Rey E. Requejo and Macon Ramos-Araneta oyl
F~I1HE Philippines on Thursday rejected the 2023
! standard map of China, which includes the West
-F_L Philippine Sea as part of its territory, and became
the thll'd nation to assail Beijing's attempt to assert
* sovereignty over disputed maritime territories in the
South China Sea. i
Earlicr, Tndia and Malaysia dis- by the Ministry of Natural Resources of
uugad China's ‘ewly-released map,  the People's Republic of China onAug.
whlch_ﬁ'.ann_ua 10-dash line that sig- 28, 2023, because of its inclusion of
nifies its claim of ownership over the the mine-dashed line (now & 10-dashed
entire South China Seq, encompassing  line) that supposedly shows China's : e
3 ;ﬁfcﬂ:;;nﬂmemmc zones (EEZs)  boundaries in the South Chinia Sea,” the Fumhoo. plesrt D2 -
I . - ey s a1
Wm B&W.; Indonesia, ?wcg-mm of Foreign Affairs (DFA) Py .
The new map also lays claim to the "This latest att timize @
T S S TR o 1 T i g g o
the Aksai Chin Plateay, L risdiction over Philippine features and - et
I "':I'h.e Philippines rejects, the 2023 maritime zones has no basis under 1, S
. version of China's Standard Map issued Next page il ) fr \ i
iy LN - . f
‘:: >
_ LEGEND . 5
* BEMNG (et e
" T I iy
it ::md:-ﬂ::mmt a\'lf
e Sy
--------- i toagey ] A
F—— MUY Aceapathy jan Todin. kg™
1530 (00 (o
. 15
10-DASH LIN ), This Image from China' of Natural Resources shaws the 2023 edition of the
M chaing s i s s Soh s ek oy 1 o v o o oy e
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international law, particularly the 1982
"United Nations Convention on the Law
of the Sea (UNCLOS)," it added.

The Philippines asserted tha the 2016
Arbitral Ruling issued by, thePermanent
Court of Arbitration in The Hague has al-
ready invalidatedChina's dash-line claim,
which was originally a nine-dash Jine,

It categorically stated that 'maritime
areas of the South China Sea encom-
passed by the relevant part of the ‘nine-
dash line' are contraryto the Convention
and without lawful effect to the extent that
they exceed the geographic and substan-

tive limits of China's maritime’ entitle-
ments under the Convention," DFA said:

DFA Assistant Secretary Daniel Es-
piritu said the Philippines is considering
including in its statement about Manila's
position when President Ferdinand Mar-
cos Jr. meets his ASEAN counterparts
during the 43rd ASEAN Summit in Sep-
tember. ;

"Definitely there are external partners

| who support us," Espiritu said, although
he said he could not be sure there would
be consensus support from the regional
blae.

In the face of a strong backlash, China
has asked affected countries to remain
"ealm" and urged them to "refrain from

over-interpreting the issue."

Wang Wenbin, China's Foreign Minis-
try spokesman, said it was only "a routine
practice" for China to release a map signi-
fying the supposed extent of its temitory, -
that was-only its "exercise of sovereignty *
in accordance with law,"

The release of the map comes on the
heels of China's aggression in the South
China Sea, by deploying navy ships and
harassing foreign personnel, including

. Filipinos, patrolling the vast ocean,

The DFA called on China "to act
responsibly” and' abide by its obliga-
tions under UNCLOS and 2016 Arbitral
Award, which Manila considers "final and
binding" but which Beijing rejects.

At the upcoming ASEAN Summit,
Marcos is expected to continue to push
for adherence to a rules-based interna-
tional order to settle disputes, including
the overlapping claims in the SCS,

The Philippines will continue to uphold
and exercise freedom of navigation and
overflight with the South China Sea, in ac-
cordance with international law;” he said,

The UNCLOS, adopted in 1982, lays
down a comprehensive legal framework
governing all activities and’ uses of the
world's seas and oceans. It also establish-
es general obligations for safeguarding
the marine environment and protecting
the freedom of scientific research on the
high seas,

The Philippines, China, and severa|

s Map of China, which Includes the West Phillppine Sea as
attempt to assert soverelgnty over disputed maritime temitories.

other littoral states are locked in a terri-
torial dispute over the resource-rich SCS
where Beijing claims around 80 percent
of the strategic waters.

The Philippines on July 12, 2016 won
its petition filed before the

Hague-based Permanent Court of Ar-
bitration (PCA) after the arbitral tribunal
invalidated Beijing’s claim of supposed
historic rights over almost the entire SCS.

China, however, has repeatedly ig-
nored the PCA ruling,

Senator Risa Hontiveros on Thursday
took a swipe at China for releasing a map
that showed the West Philippine Sea as
part of Chinese territory.

“China is delusional," Hontiveros said.
"They're just doing anything to pet our
territory.”

“India has already lodged a protest

against China for issuing this ridiculous .

map,” she added, saying the DFA should
follow suit. ' : |

She said the DFA should also coor-
dinate with the National Resource and-
Mapping Authority (NAMRIA) to update
a map that clearly shows thecountry's
exclusive économic zone, continental
shelves, and territorial seas in the West
Philippine Sea,

_ “We know that China is a master ma-
nipulator, willing to bend the truthfor her
OWN gain, at the expense of countries like
ours. China wil continue to spread fake
news, fund pro-Beijing mouthpieces,

part of its terrftory, and bmmmewmnaummmﬂﬂel}lng‘s

anddistribute propaganda materials. We
must push back. We must not rest until
China stops her dbsurdity.” ,

Senator Francis Escudero said China
can issue as'many maps -as {twants, but
this will not affect the PCA ruling in the
Philippines’ favor. He added that any uni-
lateral declaration by a state has no weight
or standing in international law. o ]

Senate Minority Leader Aquilino Pi-
mentel TTT said the Philippines isunder
10 obligation to recognize the teritorial
claims of other countries.

Stratbase ADR Institute, & think tank,
rejected the map as “a desperate attempt
[by China] to legitimize its territorial
claims.” : .

“It is a mockery of the rules-based in-
ternafional order and of basic decency,
the institute said in a statement.

“We reiterate that the arbitral award
issued by the Permanent Court ofArDi-
tration is clear and final-- China’s nnc-
dash; line is baseless and illegal. China’s
claims to sovereign and historic rights in
the maritime area are contrary to the UN-
CLOS."

"The publication of the map ﬁﬂ;sﬁ‘f
dangerous potential of propagating !n.aI-
formation by advancing the Chiniese * 0
rative that the West Philippine Sea IS P
of their territory. No attempt (0 ;.g i
geopolitical boundaries will mqk? ‘:m :
ceptable, as this is a blatant violal
international law;” it added.
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UNDP launches EAS
biodiversity project in Phl

By BELLA CARIASO
The United Nations Devel-
opment Programme (UNDP)
has launched a biodiversity
project in the Philippines, one
of 138 countries authorized to
access the Global Environment
Fund (GEE).

The Global Biodiversity

. Framework Early Action Sup-

port, funded by the GEF, aims
to fast-track readiness and
early actions to implement
the framework by providing
financial and technical sup-
port to eligible parties.

“The protection of biodi-
versity is not only about the
environment's target, they are
also social stakes. There is a
need for the protection of cer-
tain population groups who
are usually at a disadvantage,”
said UNDP deputy resident
representative Edwine Carrie.

Carrie encouraged govern-
ment agencies, biodiversity
experts, academics, policy-

makers and other stakeholders

to take part in the consultation
process.

“Your insights and active
participation will help us in
achieving a holistic approach
in the development of... a plan

that will not only accomplish
our targets under the EAS

project but will also provide a

unifying perspective in report-
ing the Philippine target for the
marine and coastal sector under
the target of 30 by 30,” he said.

The 30 by 30 goal is a global
initiative to designate 30 per-
cent of Earth’s land and ocean
area as protected areas by 2030.

Outer space
security

Meanwhile, the Philippines
and 32 other countries have

" endorsed the continuation of a

diplomatic panel created by the

UN to address threats to outer

space security. - .
“Work on elaborating norms

of responsible behavior in outer
spaceis a useful means towards

addressing threats in outer
space,” the joint statement,

drafted by the Philippine Per-

manent Mission to the United
Nations in Geneva, stated.

The panel, officially called
the Open-Ended Working
Group on reducing space
threats through norms, rules
and principles of responsible
behaviors, conducted its final
meeting recently. '

— Pia Lee-Brago

SEP 01 43
DATE
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What is COP28? And why does
this matter to you and me?

find ourselves already

in the first day of the

“ber” months, and be-

fore long, the year will

come to a close. These months are

set to be filled with a series of events,

deadlines, milestones, etc. For those

in the environmental realm, the up-

coming days and weeks are of utmost

importance due to the arrival of the

28th Conference of Parties, or more
known as COP28.

Scheduled to take place from Nov.
30 to Dec. 12, 2023, in Dubai, United
Arab Emirates (UAE), this edition
of the conference holds exceptional
significance. The effects of climate
change are not only read on this
paper or online but are now palpable
in the scorching heat and torrential
downpours we experience.

Just this week, a level 4 typhoon
hit the northern parts of the country,
with more such storms projected
to follow, each capable of wreaking
havoc on our fragile landscape. In
instances without typhoons, the land
is scorched by extreme heat, driving
the heat index to a record-breaking
43 degrees — hot enough to fry an
egg under the sun. v

The significance of COP28 be-
comes evident when considering that
it pertains to our shared home. Would
you not want to engage in discussions
about how our own home will survive
in the years to come? We show great
sensitivity toward the architecture,
design, furniture, and other aspects of
our own houses, yet we fail to exhibit

' the same level of care when address-
ing the ground on which our houses
stand — planet earth itself.

What purpose does it serve to
future-proof our houses when the
earth is deteriorating due to human
abuse and neglect?

A fundamental fact to recognize
is that our nation is among the most
climate-vulnerable globally, owing
partly to our Pacific Ocean location,
As such, the outcomes of COP28 will
inevitably impact us directly,

According to the UN, COP is an
“annual meeting where United Na-
tions member states convene to as-
sess progress in dealing with climate
change and formulate a climate action
plan within the guidelines of the UN-
FCCC (the formal name for the meet-

: Conferénce of the Parties

of the UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change or the United Nations
Climate Change Conference).” The
inaugural COP was held in Berlin in

1995, with last year's COP27 taking
place in Sharm El Sheikh, Egypt.
According to McKinsey, the sig-

PAGE

nificance of COP can be summarized

as follows: “COP decisions can have
global authority; in the UN system,
powerful nations such as the US
and Russia possess equal voting
rights as tiny island nations like
Vanuatu or Sdo Tomé and Principe.
Plus, decisions can be made only by
consensus. UN member states send
representatives to participate in the
negotiations, (while) observer orga-
nizations, industry representatives,
and lobbyists also attend.”

What happened at the last COP?
There were “significant road-
blocks” that remained on the path to
achieving net zero. Specifically, a 1.5°C
pathway is not yet achievable, accord-
ing to McKinsey. To reduce emissions
to the extent required, leaders and
their organizations will need to take
additional, urgent action toward
emissions reductions and removals.

What will happen this year?

COP28 UAE is an opportunity for
the world to come together, course
correct, and drive progress.

“We need everyone to be more
ambitious in the fight against cli-
mate change to meet the goals and
ambition of the Paris Agreement.
COP28 will emphasize a ‘leave no
one behind’ approach to climate ac-
tion, Underscoring all efforts are the
principles of transformation, solidar-
ity, pragmatism, and inclusivity. The
world needs a COP of action and a
COP for all.”

By hosting COP28, the UAE is
“focusing on practical and positive
solutions that drive progress for the
climate and the economy, as well as
provide relief and support to vulner-
able communities.”

The COP28 UAE Presidency be-
lieves that governments and the pri-
vate sector must work closely together
in order to address climate change.

Why is COP28 important
for the Philippines?
According to the Climate Reality
Project Philippines, one of the criti-

cal policy points in this year's COP is

the “operationalization of a loss and
damiage fund to finance the needs of

communities disproportionately af-
fected by the climate crisis.”

“The most contentious issues
that would have to be settled are
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be the basis
for access, reporting, and financing
mechanisms.”

“At its core, the envisioned loss
and damage facility requires high-
emitting countries to acknowledge
their historical role in the climate
crisis and take responsibility for it.
Ideally, the facility is to be governed
by rules and modalities that leverage
the best available science and risk
data and lift the burden of proof from
vulnerable communities.”

Another focal point in COP28 is
the progress of the Climate Finance
Delivery Plan, outlining how the de-
veloped world will fulfill its promise
to mobilize $100 billion annually

. from 2020 onwards to address the

adaptation and mitigation needs of
developing nations,

Superficially, it might seem that
vulnerable countries like the Philip-
pines are driven by financial motives,
However, this is far more deeper —
an appeal for climate justice that has
long been denied.

The United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) sums this issue
very clearly: “The impacts of climate
change and the resources needed to
address climate change impacts are
distributed unequally around the
world. Low-income countries, and
vulnerable populations within those
countries, are more susceptible to
climate-induced loss and damage.
Globally, the 10 percent of households
with the highest per capita emissions
contribute 34 to 45 percent of global
household greenhouse gas emissions,
while the bottom 50 percent contrib-
ute 13 to 15 percent,”

Armed with this understanding,
it becomes clear why the Philippines'
voice — and your voice — must be

~ heard at COP28. More issues will

upfold in the days ahead, and the En-
vironment and Sustainability section
of this paper is committed to provid-

- Ing our readers with comprehensive

insight into COP28 and its related
subjects.

You have to be aware of what's

habpening before it's ton lata, since,
i @&%{]&e’ old adage says, “knowl-

edge is power,”

" Uohannes I, Chya is the editor of the
Wironmentang Sustainability section.)
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FLOODWATERS swamped most of Metro
Manila and parts of Rizal following tor-
rential rains on Thursday.

Classes were called off and government
offices suspended work as rains induced
by the southwest monsoon or habagat
poured almost without letup,

As of 4 p.m. on Thursday, several areas
were still under gutter- or knee-deep wa-
ters, according to the Metropolitan Manila
Development Authority (MMDA).
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The areas include parts of Manila, Pasay
City and Quezon City,

The MMDA also announced that the
Pasig Ferry cancelled trips because of the
swollen river.

' The Philippine Atmospheric Geophysi-
cal Astronomical Services Administration
(Pagasa) said the monsoon rains were
enhanced by Super Typhoon “Goring,”
which has left the country, and the ap-
proaching Storm “Hanna.”

The areas around the Marikina River
were also on fist alarm after its waters rose
to 15.7 meters on Thursday noon.

Marikina City advised residents near the
river to move their cars from the Marikina
River Park to a safer place.

A first alarm was also raised in the
areas surrounding the Batasan Bridge
in San Mateo, Rizal, afier the water level
there reached 18.76 meters as-of 4 p.m.
Thursday.

Floods swamp Metro Manila
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- NOWHERE
~ TO PASS
Floodwaters and heavy
traffic greet motorists
along Espafia Boulevard in
_ Manila as heavy monsopn -
rains enhanced by Super
Typhoon ‘Goring” and
Severe Tropical Storm
‘Hanna’ swamp Metro
Maniia on Thursday
moming, Aug. 31, 2023.
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A second alarm will be declared when
the level reaches 19 meters. As of Thursday
afternoon, 717 San Mateo residents were
evacuaied to iemporary shelters,

The Manila Disaster Risk Reduction
Management Office reported knee-deep
floading along Espana corner M, Delas
Fuente Street, Thursday morning,

Among other areas in the city in gutter-
deep floods were: P. Noval St Padre

P SwampAg

Faura corner Taft Avenue, Ayala
Blvd., Quezon Blvd. corner P.
‘Campa St., sections of Taft Avenue,
and Magsaysay Blvd. corner M.
Dela Fuente St.

~Malacanang ordered classes in
all levels and government offices
in Metro Manila suspended due
to heavy rains. )

Only government agencies involved
in the delivery of basic and health
services, preparedness and response
to disasters and calamities, and the
performance of other vital-serv?ces,
“shall continue with their opera'uong
and render the necessary services,
according to the circular signed by

Executive Secretary Lucas Bersamin.

The Commission on Elections
(Comelec) was the first to suspend
work in all its offices in the Na-

_tional Capital Region (NCR).

The Comelec also announced
that the filing and reception of
certificates of candidacy in NCR
is likewise suspended.

The National Disaster Risk Re-
ductio®and Management Council
said 85,395 families, or 305,481
persons, in seven regions in the
country, have been affected by the
MONSoon rains.

Quezon City, Caloocan City.
Malabon City, Navotas City and

Valenzuela City also announced
suspension of classes in all public
and private schools.

The Supreme Court has declared
that work in its offices on Thursday
will only be until 12 noon.

All courts in Mariveles, Bataan,
have also suspended work, as well
as in regional trial courts in Mala-
bon, where work was suspended
from noon onwards.
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