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Ed@afnendly alternatlves urged for New Year
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£ .
Imﬁead of using pymbachmcs amiﬁrecrackers,

the Department of Environment and Natural

Resources (DENR) urged the pubhc to switch to
eco-friendly alternatives to ring in 2020,
In a'ﬂtatement on Sunday, Environment

SecretWRoy ‘A. Cimatu appealed to Filipinos

to help build a fresh tradition of welcoming the

'New Year without the pollution and danger from

‘and fireworks,
“Letﬁ;emﬂturechmgeweseekmcream
in the Boracay and Manila Bay rehabilitations

likewise give birth to a New Year celebration that

'is safe and environment-friendly,” Cimatu said.

~ “There are some good alternatives to usher in ’
the New Year with a bang, such as street parties,
musical concerts, playing loud music, blowing {

horns and banging pots,” he said.

To make this possible, the environment chief

said the public must shun firecrackers and

fireworks as these traditional ways of welcoming
the change of the calendar “cause pollution pose

serious safety and health risks.”

- “I believe that every single one of us can‘ :
‘contribute to fighting air pollution by simply

not using firecrackers and pyrotechnics that can
cause inuqediate a.nd extensive au- pollution,”

‘he said,




Y
nmnseoRdn  INITIATIVES
—

"

STRATEG

COMMUNICATION

SERVICF,

TITLE: :

‘Meralco

F.“\(l’l

STORY STORY

ol by

IUHHP

'3:?*
it A

urged to push

clean energy initiative

By DANESSA RIVERA

muq—nmw AN

A green energy group. is pushing
for clean energy sources in the latest
competitive selection process of Manila
Electric Co. (Meralco).

‘The Power for People Coalition
(P4P) said Meralco should take the
1,200-megawatt (MW) CSP‘as an oppor-
tunify to expand its renewable energy
portfolio.’

“We welcome the changes that Meral-
co made in their terms of reference for
this second bidding after the Department
of Energy’ prod, but we have not forgot-
ten how intent Meralco is on making
sure their customers are burdened by
costly and dirty electricity from coal,”
P4P convenor Gerry Arances said.

This as the group cited Meralco’s
plans — announced in October — to
develop at least 1,000 MW of renew-
able energy in five to seven years, even
creating its own renewable energy
subsidiary, MGen Renewable Energy
I_nc IMGreen)

“We challenge Meralco to take on a
new year’s resolution of securing clean
and affordable electricity for its power
requirements. This is how Meralco
can prove that they have the consum-
ers’ interest, not their own, at heart,”
Arances said.

“As a private company respons1b1e
for erafting and executing its own bid-
ding rules, Meralco has all the means to
make the playing field level for renew-
able energy sources whose costs have
been rapidly decreasing in the past
decade,” he said.

The 1,200 MW bid is the third that
Meralco is conducting following the
Supreme Court’s decision to require all
power contracts to undergo the CSP.

Last September, Meralco con-
ducted the CSP for the 1,200-MW
greenfield capacity, but was declared
a failed bidding after only Atimonan
One Energy Inc., a unit of Meralco
Powergen Corp. (MGen) submitted
its offer.

For the second round of the 1,200-
MW CSP, Meralco first vice president

“and head of regulatory management

Jose Ronald Valles said the power
distributor “continues to work with

pursuant to the DOE Circular.

the Department of Energy (DOE) and
the Energy Regulatory Commission
(ERC) to ensure the complehon of the
succeeding biddings.” -
“Meralco is confident that the next
round of bidding will be successful once
again, as this will contribute to adding
much-needed capacity to the Luzon

grid, as well as bring power rates further

down for the benefit of our consumers,”
he said.

Meralco has relaxed the rules in the
second round of CSP. For one, ower play-
ers can offer contract capacity at 600 MW
blocks, and can bid using multiple units
with a minimum capacity of 150 MW per
unit and the same fuel type. ‘

Also, bidders can offer fuel source
“from a technology that complies with
the prevailing emission standards
under pertinent (Department of En-

Vi ent and Natural Resources)
/glglznﬁnilssuances on emission and other

environmental standards for power
plants.”

The first round called for bidders
to contract the whole capacity of 1,200
MW and power plants should utilize
high efficiency, low emission (HELE)
technology.

“We assure the public that Meralco s
Terms of Reference (TOR) for the sec-
ond invitation to bid are pro-consumer,
transparent, and will result in least
cost, as prescribed in the Electric Power
Industry Reform Act (EPIRA).

We wish to thank the DOE and DOE
Secretary Cusi for the leadership and
guidance in the conduct of the recent
successful, historic CSP last September,
and we hope to successfully complete
the succeeding CSPs for 2020,” Valles
said.

Meralco remains committed to sign-
ing partnerships that can deliver com-

~ petitive electricity for its customers.

~ Similar to the first 1,200 MW and 500
MW CSPs, the upcoming CSP bidding
will be done in accordance with the
DQOE Circular requiring distribution
utilities to procure power through a
€30 i
The CSP will be adm1mstered by the
Third-Party Bids and Awards Com-
mittee (TPBAC) that was constituted
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SMC must add-ressthcaiy bri‘“dgé iséues—\li llar

By LORENZ S. MARASIGAN
v @lorenzmarosigan

IVERSIFIED cong‘lomerate San
Miguel Corp. has to address all
e

of the concerns of locals—in- -

cludmg environmental issues—before
its unsolicited proposqt to develop a

as concerns from locals continue to
pile up, now including environmental
ones. A

“There are environmental concerns
as to how thevehicles will travel to Bo-
racay,” he said.

Through San Miguel Holdings Corp.
(SMHC), the. cqmpany proposed to

serveasall-weatheraccessforvehicles
and pedestrians going toand fram the
premiet tourist destination.

Currently, boat services connect
Boracay and Panay. The bridge, how-
ever, will not catertovehicularthrough
traffic, In‘ut will provideloading/unload-
ing areas to facilitate the movement

of commuters, solid waste, goods and
supplies.

build a' 1.2-kilometer limited-access
bridge between Boracay Island and
Panay.When completed, thefacility will

bridge to Boracay advances
Public Works Secretary Mark A.Vil-
lar said the proposal 1s'st|II pendlng -

SEE “SMC,” A2

SMC...

CONTINUED FROM A1

Villar said this development puts Boracay
bridge down the non-priority list, especially
since the department is gunning to help
address traffic congestion in different parts of
the Philippines through new roads.

“There's no definite time [as to when it will
be prioritized], but we continue to bet on the
project,” he said.

The diversified conglomerate, Villar said,
has to convince the locals that the bridge is
a necessary addition to further develop the «
island. “It will really depend on the locals i
[whether] this proposal will be acceptable to
them. But we are still open to it,” he said.

Asidefrom tourism groupsandlocal boating
players, the local government of Aklan has
opposed this proposal.

The Boracay bridge aims to“free up Boracay
Island from pressures due to overcrowding and
overuse of existing facilities, which ultimately
produces adverse environmental impact,”
proponents had said.
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Ways to make New Year

By CHITO CHAVEZ

As the New Year’s Day celebra-
tion nears, an environmental group
has pleaded to the public for a safe
and pollution-free revelry.

With this, EcoWaste Coalition
has identified acts that should be
avoided during the New Year’s Eve
countdown to prevent environ-
mental pollution.

For a nature- and climate-friend-
ly celebration of the upcoming New

Year, the Quezon City-based group -

asked the public and private sec-
tors against lighting firecrackers
and fireworks, releasing balloons,
setting off sky lanterns, burning
trash and used tires, and littering
during the revelry,

*We advise all sectors to keep
the 2020 countdown activities as
ecological as possible. Event or-
ganizers should refrain from doing

things that tend to contaminate
the air, land and water with wastes
and toxins that can harm humans
and other living things,” said Thony
Dizon, chemical safety campaigner
of EcoWaste Coalition.

“Local governments, media
outfits, shopping malls, hotels, re-
sorts, and households should put

the protection of the natural envi-

ronment a top priority in the many
exciting events being planned to
ring in the New Year” he added.
Dizon said it should come as a
natural act for everyone to ensure
“that planned events will cause no

- harm to the environment and the

climate”,

He said this is necessary to pro-
tect “the right of the people to a
balanced and healthful ecology as
enshrined in the nation’s Constitu-
tion”,

EcoWaste Coalition also pointed -

out that “the ostentatious use of
firecrackers and fireworks on New
Year's Eve blankets Metro Manila
and other highly urbanized places
with health-damaging toxic smog
and should be totally avoided”.
“Money intended for firecrack-
ers and fireworks, which also end
up as hazardous litter, should be
used instead to support relief and
reconstruction efforts in disaster-
stricken communities such as
those devastated by earthquakes
and typhoons Tisoy and Ursula,
the group said. '
EcoWaste Coalition has also
spurned the release of balloons at
the stroke of midnight as these will
subsequently pop and fall to earth
as dangerous marine litter causing
harm to aquatic animals that mis-
takenly eat the balloon pieces or
get tangled up in balloon strings.
“Like balloons, sky lanterns can

cause injury and death to animals
by the ingestion, entanglement
and entrapment in the fallen lan-
tern frames.
also cause structural fires as well
as wildfires, particularly when a
lantern lands while the flame is still
burning, the group said.

The EcoWaste Coalition also
urged revelers not to set rubbish
and used tires on fire, warning
that open burning creates a toxic
cocktail of fine particulates, heavy
metals and persistent organic pol-
lutants or POPs like dioxins.

Finally, the group further remind-
ed merrymakers, especially those

" who plan to greet the New Year

in public parks, not to leave food
waste and other trash behind.
“Let's keep our parks clean, tidy
and safe by not littering, smok-
ing and vaping there at all times,”

- EcoWaste concludes.

Sky lanterns may.
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YROM chmate change to

omnipresent plastic waste, 2019

delivered a lot of discouraging
environmental news. Several
special reports this year from the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change documented how global
warming is altering the planet’s lands,
forests, oceans and frozen regions.

Another UN report warned
that the Earth is losing spe-
cies at an alarming rate, with
around 1 million animal and
plant species facing extinction.

Key causes include changes
in land use, such as clearing
forests for agriculture; unsus-
tainable fishing rates; climate
change; pollution; and the
spread of invasive species.

Governments may seem un-.

able or unwilling to confront
these challenges, but scholars
are proposing innovative solu-
tions. Here are three articles
that we published this year that
put forth responses to urgent
environmental challenges.

Cooling the planet
and saving species

CLIMATE-CHANGE and biodi-
versity loss are interconnected

problems that together can seem

overwhelming. But in a study
published in April, 18 scientists
proposed a “Global Deal for Na-
ture” that can help avert both
catastrophic climate change and
mass extinction.

The plan identifies about a
thousand “eco-regions” on land
and sea that each contain unique
ensembles of species and ecosys-
tems, and also help curb climate
change by storing carbon. -

“Our plan would require a 2 bud
get of some $100 billion per year.
This may sound like a lot, but for
comparison, Silicon Valley com-
panies earned nearly $60 billion
in 2017 just from selling apps,”
Arizona State University conser-
vation scientist Greg Asner, a co-
author of the report, wrote for The
Conversation. “Today, however,
our global societyis spending less
thanatenth of thatamount tosave
Earth’s biodiversity.”




