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DENR bullish on meeting
biodiversity goals

THE Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR)
said it is optimistic in hitting all
its 2019 targets of protecting the
country's rich biological diversity,
despite being preoccupied with the
rehabilitation works in Manila Bay
and Boracay.

In a statement on Thursday, En-
vironment Secretary Roy Cimatu
said that the DENR's Biodiversity
Management Bureau (BMB) is
expected to surpassits 2019 targets
in the areas of cave assessment
and issuance of wildlife permits
as early as last October.

“This is palpable evidence that
the DENR is not only focused in
the rehabilitation of Manila Bay
and Boracay, but also in the con-
servation of the country's flora and
fauna,” Cimatu said.

He said the DENR never missed
out in fully enforcing Republic Act

- 9147 or the “Wildlife Resources

Conservation and Protection Act
of 2001,” which aims to conserve
and protect wildlife species and

~ their habitats to promote ecologi-

cal balance and enhance biological
diversity, and regulate the collec-

' tion and trade of wildlife species.

As of October this year, the BMB
has assessed 52 caves or equivalent to

137 percentof the annual target of 38.

The BMB, through the Philip-
pine Operations Group on Ivory
and Illegal Wildlife or Task Force
POGI, also confiscated a total
of 72 heads of different wildlife
species, and 15.6 kilograms of
agarwood (Aquilaria spp.) in dif-
ferent operations in the country.

Task Force POGI is a composite
team of wildlife' enforcers from
various agencies including the
BMB, the National Bureau of

Investigation, and the Philippine

National Police.

The bureau has issued a total
of 7,926 wildlife permits, greatly
surpassing the target of 4,026 by
197 percent. Examples of the per-
mits issued are gratuitous, wildlife
farm, wildlife local transport,
wildlife collector, import, export
and re-export permits, as well as
certificates of-wildlife registration.

The high accomplishment was
due to the fact that the issuance
of permits was demand-driven,
the BMB explained.

In 2019, the BMB maintained
42 wildlife rescue centers and 384

“ecotourism facilities nationwide,

accomplishing 89 percent and 98
percent, respectively, of the targets.
EIREENE JAIREE GOMEZ
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DENR maabot

Positibo ang Department
of Environment and Natu-

ang 2019 biodiversity conservation target

- Management Bureau (BMB) the country’s flora and fau- tubre, ang BMB ay nakapag-
ay maaabot ng DENR ang la- na,” sabi ni Cimatu. - suri ng 52 kuweba o mas

ral Resources (DENR) na
maabot nito ang 2019 bio-
diversity conservation tar-
get para mabigyan ng pro-
teksiyon ang mayamang bio-
lo%ical diversity n% bansa sa
kabila ng sabay-sabay na isi-
nasagawang rehabilitasyon
sa Manila Bay at Boracay Is-
land. '

Sinabi ni Environment
Secretary Roy Cimatu na sa

pamamagitan ng Biodiversity

nin nito sa 2019 partiku-
ar na sa biodiversity conser-
vation kung saan ay nalam-
pasan nito ang target sa la-
rangan ng “cave assessment”
at pagpapalabas ng wildlife
permit sa buwan pa lang ng
Oktubre.

“This is palpable evidence
that the DENR is not only fo-
cused in the rehabilitation of

Manila Bay and Boracay, but

also in the conservation of

Aniya, hindi tumitigil ang
DENR sa pagpapatupad ng -

‘Wildlife Resources Conser-

vation and Protection Act of
2001. \

Layunin ng batas na ito
na mapangalagaan at mapro-
tektahan ang wildlife species
at ang kanilang tirahan para
magkaroon ng ‘ecological
balance’ at mapalakas ang
biological diversity.

Nitong nakalipas na Ok-

mataas ng 137% sa taunang
target na 38. :

Sa pamamagitan naman
ng Philippine Operation
Group on Ivory and Illegal
Wildlife o Task Force POGI
ay nakakumpiska ang ahen-
siya ng 72 na iba’t ibang uri
ng wildlife species at 15.6 ki-
lograms ng agarwood (Aqui-
laria spp.) sa magkakahiwa-
lay na operasyon sa bansa.
(Riz Dominguez)
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" DENR nalagpasan ang target
sa cave assessment at wildlife permits

~

NALAGPASAN ng Department of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR) ang mga target nito sa larangan ng cave assessment atissuanceng
wildlife permits, Oktubre pa lamang.

“This is palpable evidence that the DENR is not only focused in the
rehabilitation of Manila Bay and Boracay, but also in the conservation of the
country’s flora and fauna,” sinabi ni DENR Secretary Roy Cimatu.

Sinabi niya na patuloy ang pagpapatupad ng DENR ng Republic Act 9147, 0
mas kilala bilang Wildlife Resources Conservation and Protection Act of 2001.

Nilalayon ng batas na i-conserve at protektahan ang wildlife species atang |
kanilang habitats para maitaguyod ang ecological balance at mapabutiang |
biological diversity, at ma-regulate ang pangongolektaat pagkakalakal sa wﬂdhfe ,
species. -
Sa tala nitong Oktubre, in-assess ng BMB ang 52 kuweba o katumbas ng 137

por. ﬂ;yento ngannual targetna38.

Sa pamamagitan ng Philippine Operatlons Group on Ivory and Illegal W]ldhfe

(T ask!Force POGI), nakumpiska rin ng BMB ang kabuuang 72 ulo ng iba't ibang
QLlfe species, at 15.6 kilo ng agarwood (Aquilaria spp.) sa magkakaibang
operasyon sa bansa. :

Apg Task Force POGI ay isang composite team ng wildlife enforcers mula

sa iba't ibang ahensiya kabilang na ang BMB, National Bu:reau of Investigation -
NB;;) at Philippine National Police.
Nag—lsyu ang BMB ng kabuuang 7,926 wildlife permits, gaya ng gratuitous,
wﬂ&hfe farm, wildlife local transport, wildlife collector, import, export at re-
 export permits, gayundin ng certificates of wildlife registration, nalagpasan ang
targe*( na 4,026 ng 197 porsiyento.
- Ang mataas naaccomplishment ay iniugnay sa paglabs ng permits batay sa
demand, paliwanag ng BMB.
I\igayong 2019, pinanindigan ng BMB ng 42 wildlife rescue centers at 384
ecotourism facilities nationwide, natamo ang 89 por51yento at 98 pors1yento,
'ayonsa pagkakasunod ng mga target.

Ellalyn De Vera-Rmz
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THIS a rejoinder to “Practice
5 Rs to help the environment”
(Letters. 12/17/19) by Pamela ¥
Claveﬁa, MD.
During an evening walk—
athon from my house in San
Francisco del Monte Quezon
City to the Roxas Boulevard
Service Road in late Decem-

ber two years ago, I passed.

by the Luneta Park in Manila.
Upon reaching the wide open
space directly in front of Jose
Rizal's monument, my heart
sank. There was trash every-
where—empty water bottles
and tetra packs, plastic cups,

candy wrappers, paper and
plastic bags, plastic forks and
spoons, barbecue sticks, used
tissue paper, food contain-
ers and boxes, etc.. Obvious-
ly, these were throw or left
behind by the park’s visitors

that day. The mere sight was

disheartening,  diminishing
whatever holiday cheer I was

 feeling at that time.

I suggest to local govern-
ment units and park manag-
ers that they set up public ad-
dress systems in public parks
and places (like Luneta, the

Quezon Memorlal Circle, etc.)
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REMIND GTZENS O DISPOSEOF TRASH PROPERLY

to blare out a brief but clear
recorded announcement ev-
ery 15 or 20 minutes urging ev-
eryone to pick up after them-
selves. Perhaps this is what a
lot of holiday park-goers need
to be reminded of—that they
also have a responsibility to
maintain the cleanliness of
the premises, whether they
are there to have a picnic or
just to stroll around.

CLAUDE LUCAS DE CASTRO
DESPABILADERAS,
claudelucasdespa@gmail.
com
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AN environment advo-
cate yesterday said irre-
sponsible littering acts
should not be repeated
on New Year's eve and
during the upcoming vig=
il of the Translacion of
the Black Nazarene on

January 9 after truck-
loads of garbage wereleft
by thousands of merry-
makers in Rizal Park on
Christmas Eve.
According to EcoW-
aste Coaltion, like in the
previous celebrations,
these persistentlittering by

park visitors had again

~ shown no respect for the

iconicplaceand toMother
Nature.

“While we thank the
park maintenance work-
ersfordili
up after
despise the brazen litter-
ing by some uncaring peo-
ple because this is not an
OK thing to do,” said Jove
Benosa, campaigner for
Zero Wasteand EcoWaste
Coalition.

Hestressed thatthe Rizal
Parkwasapictureof dump-
ing place with plasticbags,
bottles, cups and cutlery,

tly sweeping
e visitors, we

after Christmas

paper and Styrofoam food
containers,and picnicwere
all aver the place after the
Christmasrevelry.
“Litter is not only un-
sightly, butalsounhygien-
icand polluting. Litter at-
tracts flies and rats and
causes the spread of dis-
eases, while creating rot-
tingsmell fromfood waste.
Litter, especially single-use
plastic bags, can be blown
orwashed intowaterways
and the oceans, harming
aquatic life,” he said.
Hecited RA 9003 or the
Ecological Solid Waste

collected at nlzal Park

ManagementActthatbans
littering and violators can
be fined from P300 to
P1,000 or asked to render
one to 15-day community
service or be required to
pay the fine.

Manila City Ordinance
7866 prohibits and penal-
izesillegal disposal of gar-
bage with a fine of P3,000
and/or imprisonment of
30 days or both upon the
order of the court.

The EcoWaste Coali-
tion is hopeful Filipinos
who will go to Rizal Park
to celebrate the New Year

or participate in the over-
night vigil for the Black
Nazarene, will be more
considerate and responsi-
bleand inleaving the park
with trash.

“Let’s all cooperate in
protecting Rizal Park and
other green spaces from

cEqn;ltovxrtualt.iumps
by sti with the eco-
mantra ‘take nothing but
pictures, leavenothingbut
memon&s,klllnothingbut
time’ and by just simply
being res to fellow
visitors and to Mother
Earth,” Benosa said.
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Zero food waste tinulak ni Lapid

Itinulak ni Senador Lito Lapid ang panukala
para ipatupad ang sistema ng redistribution at re-

ing ng Egkam upang matiyak ang food securi-
ty sa mga pos;]-falad; e, :

Sa Senate Bill No. 1242 na may titulong “Zero
Food Waste Act”, layon nito na itatag ang food
banks, isang non-profit o charitable organization
na mamamahagi agkain sa mga ;

Ayon kay Lapid, ?iapat magkaroon ng pohPsiya
sa food security sa pamamadgitan ng pagtatag at
pagmamantine ng epektibong regulatory system
sa pagkain upang matugunan ang pangangaila-
ngan ngmcﬁ;Pinox lalo na magigu’a p.

Lag:l!(‘to in ng panukala na 1pamkuéliz:: sa publiko
ang ng pagsasayang ng pa -

Sa ilal(i:m{’ ng panﬁkagl:,l.l ang gNation,al Nutri-
tion Council, sa ipagtulungan sa Department
of Environment and Natural R?s%urces (DENR).
Department of Social Welfare and Development
(DSWD), !:;_e t en(ti odedumE]i%}D (DepEd), De-
partment o! e and Indus , Department
of Health (DOH) at iba pa.ngy ahensiya ng gobyer-
no at local government unit ay kailangang mag-
sagawa ng National Zero Waste Campaign
upang mapalawak ang kamalayan sa kahihinatnan
ng food waste. _ {

Inaatasan din ang DepEd na isama sa education

curriculum ang ma es tungkol sa food waste

situation sa loob at labas ng bansa at kung paano
mababawasan ang nasasayang na pagkain.
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_NI RYAN B. SISON

‘ Pasyalan, ‘wag
g malaking
&smahan tuwing
Pasko at Bagong Taon

NAGTNG tradisyon na ng ilang parmlymlg
Pinoy ang magdiwang ng Noche Buena at
salub\mgm ang Pasko kasama ang pamilya sa
mga pasyalan tulad ng Luneta sa Maynila at

Memonal Circle sa Quezon City.

tulad ng inaasahan, sandamakmak na
pamilya ang nagtungo sa mga nabanggit na

pasyalan bitbit ang kanilang mga handa para
pagsalu-saluhan.

Ka)mparahmd:namag—um ng hugasin o
maruruming kagamitan ay styro, plastic spoon
and forks ang kanilang nagiging takbuhan.

“Yun nga lang, pagkatapos ng salu-salo at
kasiyahan, tila nakakalimutan ng ilan ang pa-
nawagan na iuwi rin kung ano ang dinala.

Sa kabila ng mga paulit-ulit na paa]ala, batay
sa mga ulat, nagkalat ang mga styro, plastic
bottle atutens:lnasenyalcsnahmdl pa rin uso.

ang reusable na kagamitan sa pagkain. May
mga basurahan naman sa paligid at may

“nakalagay pang ‘nabubulok’ at “hindi nabu-
* bulok’, pero walang nagse-segregate.

Gayundm, hindi na natapos ang mga park
cleaner sa kalilinis ng mga basurang kinatama-
ran dathin ng mga pumunta sa pasyalan.

Ayon sa MMDA, noong nakaraang taon,
lagpas 10,000 ang nagbisperas ng Pasko sa

Luneta at ngayong taon, lagpas 100 vendors

naman ang pinayagang magbenta ngayong

Kapaskuhan, pemnﬂmawng pinuno ng mga
‘vendor na kaisa sila sa kalinisan.

Sa Quezon Memorial Cuclenaman, baga--

ma’t, naisilid na sa mga garbage bag ang mga

- basura, may ilan pa ring tila tinamad nang

magbitbit ng kanilang kalat kaya iniwan na lang
ang mga ito sa daanan.

ng grupong EcoWaste Coa]mon,
hmdi kadangang palalain ng selebrasyon ang
problema sa basura.

Kung magkukusa sa pagse-segregate, pag-
re-reuse, pagre-recycle at composting, magi-
ging bahagi tayo ng solusyon at hindi ng prob-
lema. ;

~ Halimbawa, ang hindi na pagbalot sa mga
regalo, pagtatabi ng mga balot ng regalo na
natanggap upang makabawas sa mga packa-
gmg material na itinatapon lang, bukod pa sa
iginigiit nilang bawasan na ang paggamit ng
single-use plastics.

Wala namang masamang magsaya kasama
ang pamilya, pero sana, ‘wag nating isantabi
ang mga problema. Kung kaya naman nating
mag-recycle, gawin na natin ito hangga’t may
panahon pa.

Kung gusto n’yong mamasyal kasama ang

inyong pamilya, ‘wag Kalimutang bitbitin ang

disiplina.

Gayundin, wagtayongmagmgmngulo
ng pamahalaan na makikita nating nagsisikap
na maresolba ang problema sa basura.
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“y rsula ” _GRIGC. MONTEGRANDE

HAINS FHIlM IIHSIILA llP

MAJOR WATERSH ED The water Ievel at Angat Dam shghtly
increased on Thursday due to rains dumped by Typhoon 4

ANGAT DAM WATER lEVEI.

CITY OF MALOLok—The‘wa' mas‘l,

ter level at Angat Dam in Bula-

CanptowncehasnsenthImOSt AU

a meter due to rains dumped by
"Pyphoon “Ursula” (international "

‘name: Phanfone) in the area.

But the record of 199.72 me-
ters above sea level at 8 am.
on Thursday was sﬁll short of

the 212-masl targetlthat woqld ;

ensure sufﬁc1ent water supply
to Metro Manila residents and

Central Luzon farmers TR

. Thursday’s mark was slight-
ly higher than the 198. go-masl

level at 5 p.m. on Wednesday‘ 3

data from the proVnciaI disas-

ter risk reduction and manege-

‘ment office (PDRRM_O) sh

Bulacan PDRRMO, said they ex- -
' pected the dam's stock to nse

due to mtermlttenﬂ light rains
spread out over the treservoir

‘Continuous rains mthin .

three to four days ;usually in-

crease the dam leVel by ameter,

e dam’s elevagian di
en to more than 10 meters sin

enyos to implore d1vme :
'vention so that rains would ﬁil

Nov. zg_when 1t Wa.s at 188.82

the dam reservoir and rea,ch its-'

normal elevation at 210 masl.
 The National Water Resouxc-

es Board usually cuts me;mmr

supply to the Natiopal

tion Authont:'y for the i bn'

; requu'emems of farmers 111 Bu-

lacan and Pampanga w_hfn the

dam Ievel goes below 180 masl.

More than go percent of
Metro Manila's water needs are
sourced from. Angat Damf.whﬂe
some 25,000 farmers depend

~ on its water for their in'igatlon.
 —CARMELA REYES-ESTROPEING

=
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“end-of-year water level.

David Sevillo Jr., executive
director of the National Wa-
ter Resources Board (NWRB),
told The STAR that for Janu-
ary, the board approved a
40-cubic meter per second
(cms) allocation — from its
normal 46 cms water alloca-
tion — for the Metropolitan
Waterworks and Sewerage
System (MWSS).

It also allocated 10 cms
for the irrigation supply to
Bulacan and some parts of
Pampanga’s farmlands. The
normal allocation to these
areas is 30 cms.

The NWRB is closely moni-
toring the end-of-year eleva-
tion of Angat Dam and will
modify its water allocations
if water elevation improves,
Sevillo added.

The water coming from An-
gat Dam supplies more than
90 percent of Metro Manila’s

domestic water use and ir-
rigates more than 17,000 hect-

ares of farmlands in Bulacan.

and more than 9,000 hectares
in Pampanga.

Early this year, the dam’s
water level went below its
critical level of 160 meters,
forcing the NWRB to cut the
water allocation for Metro
Manila’s domestic use to only
36 cms from its normal 46 cms
water allocation.

The cut in water allocation
for Metro Manila’s domestic
water use forced MWSS's
two water concessionaires
to enforce rotational water
service interruptions to its
customers.

The NWRB also suspended
the irrigation allocation for Bu-
lacan and some parts of Pam-
panga’s farmlands when its
water elevation dived down
below minimum operation
level of 180 meters.

FINTORIAL - CARTOOH

I
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'Iiﬁblg sa Angat dam umakyat sa 199-meter level

D\ “sa ulan na ib-

uﬁos ng bagyong Ur-
L ‘ay umabot na sa
- eterlevelangantas

‘tubig sa Angat dam, -

a datos ng Hydrology Di-

n ng Pagasa, nasa 199.40

ang water level ng dam
ni-% ng umaga kahapon y

‘Mas mataas ito sa
198.80 metro na antas ng

tubig na naitala kamaka-

lawa, pero malayo pa sa
212 metro na normal
high water level ng dam.
- Tumaas din ang water

Mesa dam na nasa 101.09

metro at 77.60 metro.
Nadagdagan din ang
antas ng tubig sa Binga at
Caliraya dams,
Nabawasan = naman
ang water level ng Am-
buklao, San Roque, Pant-
abangan at Magat dams.
- W I"qu'm e 243
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Cost recovery and
the water contracts

Over the holidays, I have been exchanging notes
with a former official in government who had intimate
knowledge of how the water contracts took form. Being
retired, he prefers to live in simple anonymity. But I want
to share some important points he made.-

First of all, there are two basic ingredients to pricing
PPP projects: “Cost recovery” and “reasonable returns”.
While it is possible these ingredients (the cost and the
returns) may be prone to abuse by unscrupulous busi-
nesses, government is expected to put in the necessary

DEMAND safeguards and preventive mea-

| sures to minimize abuse.
AND Operating on the assumption
SU PPLY that we have those “guardrails” in
place, these basic ingredients must
be clearly defined in a “Terms of
Reference” (TOR), which will be
the basis for the businesses to price
the service.
_ As an aside, to give some clari-
fication to a controversial issue in
the water concessionaire contracts,
the TOR stipulated that the taxes
will be shouldered by government
so thebidders did not include them in their pricing. Not
to favor anybody but probably because in the end, cost
recovery requires that that cost be included in the price
which will result in higher and “unpopular” water rates
which government probably wanted to avoid.

Another important element of the TOR is “risk allo-
cation” which also has a significant bearing on the cost.
There is a tendency of government contract administra-
tors with strong protective legal background to assign
all the risks of the contract to the contractor or service
provider. This has resulted in many serious bidders to
avoid bidding for such government contracts.

Risk assessment and proper assignment of risks seems
to be challenging to government contract administrators.
For example, the recent inclination to eliminate the usual
clauses related to the disposition of MAGA conditions.

This bureaucratic tendency is contrary to the proven
WB formula for risk assignment — “The various risks in
a contract should be assigned to the party who can best
manage a particular risk and for those risks which are
not clear-cut, there should be a mechanism for the two
parties to arrive at a mutually advantageous win-win
solution to address the problem.”

Probably because of a reasonably well-designed TOR,
recall that the eventual bids for the two concessions were
initial water rates that were signifantly lower than the
MWSS basic rate of P8/cum at the time.

To address changes in the business environment and
to respond to future investment requirements and water
rates setting, a five year “rate rebasing” scheme was put

BOO CHANC

B R E

in place. This is the responsibility of an internal regula-
tory body within MWSS, but subject to the final decision
of the MWSS Board. ' !

Admittedly, there may have been some issues, not
with the underlying principle of the process, but pos-
sible manipulation of the data and results which escaped
proper supervision, sometimes referred to as “regulatory
capture” :

Note that, as designed in the TOR, the concessionaires
were just “operators” of MWSS who was still the “pub-
lic utility” company subject to the review of the NWRB
which assumed the powers of the defunct Public Service
Commission.

P r L e N

12-27-19

A DATE

Most basic of the requirement was the limitation on
the “returns” of the public utility against its assets, of
MWSS’s total assets, not the assets of the concessionaires.
And because of the large assets of MWSS, the limitation
on the “percent return” was never exceeded.

It was not all roses for the concessionaires (and maybe
proof that the awards were not “lutong macao” or a “give-
away”). While Manila Water was very successful, over
seven years Maynilad was in financial distress as the
Asian financial crisis set in. :

Yes, there were some mismanagement on the part of
Maynilad, but my source believes that part of their error
was their failure to realize that the TOR was also defec-
tive on the matter concerning CERA.

Raffy Alunan mentioned that Maynilad was made re-
sponsible for paying about $700 milfion of MWSS’ s $800
million loans, Manila Water assumed only about $100
million. Soon after the bidding and award in 1997 from
a bid reference value of about P27:$1 exchange rate, in
about four years the exchange rate quickly moved up and
ballooned eventually to about P52:$1. You can imagine -
the impact on their cost.

Unfortunately, the Currency Exchange Rate Adjust-
ment (CERA) formula in place in the contract, as recom-
mended by IFC the financial consultant of MWSS, did
not properly address those cost increase implications.
Maynilad was losing P3 to P4 per cum of water sold,
while Manila Water was actually still GAINING about
P0.10 per cum from the CERA formula.

Under those conditions, former Manila Water execu-

tives looked like geniuses compared to the “bumbling”

of the Maynilad executives. It is to the credit of Ma-

nila Water that those cost advantages were translated

to significant improvements in their water distribu-
tion management resulting in NRW (non-revenue wa-
ter) much less than 10 percent, beating even world class
levels and translating into lower eventual water cost to
the customers. X _ :

Eventually everybody realized that disparity and by
the end of 2004, MWSS granted an increase in the Mayni-
lad water rates so that by the end of 2005, Maynilad had
a partial recovery of the total of about P7 billion lost from
1997-2004. Maynilad made a profit of P 2 billion. -

That helped facilitate that “recovery and turn-around” of

‘Maynilad from a company in the Rehabilitation Court. It

made Maynilad an attractive viable business again.

The Lopez Group stepped out as agreed. The new Group
led by DMCI and Metro Pacific won the bid to take over
with a commitment to inject $500 million into the business.

Today it looks like the principles of “cost recovery and
reasonable returns” are under attack again and the financial
sector and business are reacti-ng with some panic! Hopeful-
ly they will not ban “cost recovery and reasonable returns”
like they wanted to do with “typhoons” in the early days.

Boo Chanco’s email address is behanco@gmail.com.
Follow him on Twitter @hoochanco
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@leoudtohandINQ i

TAGBILARAN CITY—The pro-
vincial government has stopped
all whale watching activities in
Lila town, Bohol province, pend—
ing the passage of an ordmdnce
that would regulate them. _-,‘j.

The drafting of the ordinance

would be dorie in coordination
with the concerned government

agencies such as the Department
of Tourism, the Bureau of Frsh—

i)

' EWATGHING FEEI]INE STOPPEDIN BllHlll T(IWN

eries and Aquatic Resources and
the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources to ensure
that marine species were pro-
tected and the laws followed.

. “We are not after the total
ban of whale shark interaction
but only on the ecological trap-
ping of marine wildlife by provi-
sioning and/or feedx_hg and luring’

and other activities which will

harm these marine mammals and
which are in violation of the law,”
said the executive order (EO) is-

sued on Dec. 23 and directed to
Lila Mayor Arturo PiolloIL.

Move welcomed
The move of the prcmnclal

government was lauded by envi-

ronmental groups that opposed
the whale shark feeding' and
watching as tourism attraction.
“This is an initial victory
for us and the ‘balilan’ (whale
sharks) in Bohol. We will con-
tinue monitoring as we await
the EO’s enforcement by the

Lila government,” said Liza Ma-

~ calandag of the Free the Whale
~ Sharks Coalition-Bohol.

Jesse ‘Vera Acebes of non-
profit group Balyena at Lumba
sa Pilipinas said they hoped
that the Lila town government
would be open to adopt a better
ecotourism activity.

According to Nilo Ahat,

‘provincial legal officer, the Lila

government has not passed an
ordinance that would have laid
down the guidelines and rules

on whale shark interaction.

. Ahat said the private opera-
tor of the whale shark activities
in Lila did not even have a busi-
ness permit but owned several
boats that were used to ferry
tourists who wished to interact
with the mammals. '

Gentle giants
Bohol has been recognized
as one of the places in the world
that is rich in marine resources.
The presence of whale sharks in

i e F AL E

the waters off Lila has enticed
tourists to visit the town to in-
teract with the whale sharks, also
known as the “gentle giants.”

_ But the town’s whale shark
feeding was met with protests
from environmental groups
that called it “an ecological
trap” and “fake ecotourism.”

They said condmomng or
feeding the whale sharks cre-
ated negative effects on the
mammals especially on their
migration pattern. ma
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- umano ito samgas

!.

protekta sa kalikasan . sapa]fg-
Abante‘l‘onite.l(abﬂaﬂgsamgaﬂoay
hinggil sa pagkuha sa mga yamang ka-

g
tubre 2019. Ismagawa;;gng ‘operasyon
matapos makatanggap ang pulisya ng
sumbong hinggil sa tone-toneladang tak-
lobo na nakatambak sa ayon na rin
sa National Bureau of Invpsngauon (NBI)
Davao Region.

;pklobo

Ang nasabing
nibenta umano sa -P5,000 kada

kilo. Ginagawa umano itong alahas ang.
saan isa rin

sa paggawa ng

mga ito tulad ng perlas ki
cosmetic products.

tural Resources (DENM‘ Secretary’ Roy

basura sa Manila Bay
rine loading transfer
operator na Philippine ,Bcology Systems
Corp. (PHILECO) nang unod na bu-
wan ay tuluyang sin e ng kalihim
ang operasyon ng kompanya.

Sinimulan naman no
ang tinaguriang ‘Battle for Manila Bay'.
Simula nito, nakapagl
ng higit 1,500 Notice of Violation sa

galing sa ma-

mga estabhsmyentong sa mga
kautusang nangangal a5 an, at
nakakolekta narinng 1, ong kilo ng

_basura mula sa mga cleanup activity.

gwmﬂﬁﬂﬁ%?fﬁﬁﬁémmﬁ

- ibi-

- container van na dineklarang naglala-

an Department of Enviwnment ancl Na--
Cimatu ang pagtatapon;'ng bu]to-bultoug '
on ng garbage

g Enero 2019 - -
na ang DENR

Inaasahang matat%pos at maapa-.

_panumbalﬂ( a.ng kagandan ng Manila Bay

at magiging isang tourist destination ito
‘bago matapos ang term o panunungkulan

ng Pangulong Rodrigo Duterte.

‘Nagsimula noong Abril 26, 2018 ang
anim na buwang pagsara sa isla ng Bo-
racay para sumailalim sa rehablhtasyou

- makaraang tawagin ito m Pangulong
Duterte na ‘cesspool’.

Natuklasan dito na galmg sa mga ini-
doro ng ilang lumabag na establisimyen-
to ang dumi na dumadaloy diretso sa
kardgatang nilalanguyan ng mga tuns
tang nagbabakasyon sa isla.

forest er sa Palawan sa p
S

*t‘.jgli! gaka.likasan tmutukan

Basura pa more mula sa SoKor
Hindi lamang imported na basura
mula sa Canada ang namerwisyo sa ban-

. sa, nadiskubre din kasi ang nnatayang
1,400 toneladang basura na tinapon sa

pasﬂ.ldad ng Verde Scko Philippines In-
dustrial Corp sa Tagoloan, Misamis Ori-
ental mula sa South Korea noong Hulyo
at Agosto 2018.

Uabo sa

g
“halaga ng mga hayop na inaalagan

sa Avilon Zoo sa Rodriguez, Rizal ang
ninakaw noong Agosto 19, 2018. Ba-
hagi ng conservation program ang mga
ninakaw na kabilang sa tinuturing na
malapit nang maubos na hayop, kabilang

-”_samganmakawayunggoxibonnanasa

mga hawla at hindi umano basta maku-

: kuhaklmghmd:manmongmag -alaga ng
 hayop.

Setyembre 27 2017 pinanukala n

* Armed Forces of the Philippines at Philip-

pine National Police na sanayin ang mga

-man lamang ng mga recyclable plastic, ¥

ngunit nang buksan ng Bureau of Cus-

toms ay hindi lamang pala ito ang laman
“nito kundi mayroon ding mga diaper at
iba pang household waste.

Noong Abril 2019 nang iutos ni Pa-
ngulong Duterte sa Canada na ibalik
ang basura at nagbanta pa ito na magde-
deklara ng giyera laban sa. naeabmg ban-

- sa kung hindi ito gagawin.

Mayo 31, 2019, anim na taon makalipas
ang pagd.anng ng mga container van, ibina-
lik na ang natenggang basura sa Canada.

: 2017

Ginawa ito matapos barilin at napa-
tay umano ng mga illegal loggers ang
barangay captain at miyembro ng El Ni-
do-Taytay Managed Resource Protected
Area board na si Ruben Arzaga, 49, ng El

z NMmPal;wan. Isa pang forest ranger na
si Lito Eyala, 23, ang napatay din umano

ng mga illegal loggers sa Palawan noong

Corpuz ang napmy dm sa Muifioz, Nue-
va Ecija noong Oktubre 2019.
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Desplte the decline in wo
BPrices, the value of the counq

tl:y's metallic production in t]:{e‘

first nine months of the yeai‘
rose by 6.5 percent to Pag 53

billion from Pg3.48 billion a
ga'.; of nickel mines in Zambales,

year ago.

The Mines and Geosciences‘

Bureau (MGB) said they were

expectmg sustamed grow

ban on‘nickel ore export.

" The robust performan ; ;
of mxxed nickel-cobalt sulfide

(MNCS) drove the posmve in-
dustry-wide results, with yield
“of P47.36 billion during the pe-
riod or 48 percent of the total
value registered by the sector.

cent shp in the average nick-
el price and the continuous
nonproduction of a number

Dinagat Island and Agusan del
. Norte.

The remammg 1 percent was

)

. This despite the 1.24-per-

- Gold retained the second'
S spot with P3g. 60 bilhqn in rev- B
- enue, while copper contribut-
ed 14 percent or P14.40 billion. -

accounted for by sllver and |
chromite.

Except for the precmus yel- |
low metal, prices of nickel, cop-

. per and silver ‘all went down |
 during the period. The nine-
month average of copper and

nickel declined by g9.45 percent
and 1.31 percent, respectively.
However, things began to
look up for nickel in the third |
quarter ‘when mckel prices |
smrted to go up. 2 b

MGB said the mckelore ex- ! ;
sport ban m'mdonesm, whfch f ports go percent of its mck—
was expected to take effect in

January next year, was seen

boostmg pnces f
The new policy would nat-
. urally increase the demand' for
; Philippine nickel ore, given
that the country is the second
" largest nickel-producing coun-
try in the world right after In-
- donesia. '
Both countries rely heavily

on China, since it is the world’s
largest consumer of nickel, ac-
counting for more than half of‘
- global consumption.
%t “Thelt hihppmes

el ore to the Asian econonuc

! powerhouse INQ.
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(SC) declared
Development

" illegal, the House is still
hounded | y allegatlons of
the natlonal

saw Congress

its “power of

ears after the Su-

we’étancevhﬂe’.

se” mandate or its

" House still under‘“’ :

- shadow of ‘pork’

 constitutional duty to de-

cide how the government
will spend its budget for the

_sucr:eedmg year.

After the House éecenﬂy
ratified the P4-trillion budg-

et for 2020, which reflected
e Fund (PDAF) " th

e amount proposed by the
executive department in the
Nahonal Expenditure Pro-
gram, with several realign-

‘ments by both houses and

in the ‘bicameral conference

committee, Speaker Alan
Peter Cayetano and other
House leaders said the out-

lay does not have any pork

the P95.3 billion in appr

barrel or “parked” fnds.

But Sen. Panfilo Lacson
claimed otherwise, insisting
there are pork barrel funds
in the ratlﬁed versmn of the
budget. ’
Lacson has alleged that
House bers realigned
P16 billion to fund their pet
projects under the proposed
2020 budget.

The senator claimed that
the P16 billion was part of

TO-
priations under the 2019
budget of the Department

s Tum to Paga 6
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of Public Works and High-
ways (DPWH), which was
vetoed by President Duterte
when he signed the 2019
budget law in April.

Tﬁe P95.3 billion worth of
projects were “not within the
programmed priorities,” he
insinuated.

The House denied this.

- “There is no pork barrel in

this budget as defined by the
Supreme Court,” Cayetano
declared at a press confer-
ence last Monday.

“Anything can be used
for corruption but Congress
made sure that there will be
no projects that are prone to
corruption like lump sums
at the discretion of lawmak-
ers,” he said.

Davao City Rep. Isidro
Ungab, chairman of the
commltteg on appropria-
tions, expressed support for
the eaker’s position.

he 2020 budget is pork-
free... Attempts to label it
pm-k—ridd'en by constantly
redefining pork is unfair and
misleading,” he said.

Ungab also rebutted
Lacson’s ¢laim, saying the

“process and the product
. observed utmost transpar-
ency” and that senators also
realigned funds “based on
‘national priorities and rec-
ommendatlons of govern-
ment agencies.”

Deputy Speaker and
Mandaluyong City Rep.
Neptali-Gonzales II also

-denied Lacson’s allegation.
“We strictly followed the
dec:lmon of the Supreme Court
aring the PDAF as illegal
and prohibiting post-budget
enactment identification of
projects,” he pointed out. -

Gonzales explained that
they have also been comply-
ing with the prohibition on
post-enactmentinsertions in
the budget.

Another House leader,
‘Deputy Speaker and Cavite

,%dchstmct_ ep. Ji
Remulla, al:

Lacson’s insinuations.
' He said the 2020 budget

- does not have any pork
barrel as defined in the SC
ruling.

- He stressed that law-
makers no longer have dis-
cretionary funds in their
legislative districts — unlike
in the previous congresses
when the pork barrel system
was still allowe{i and the

et TS, S SRR VGl PUA PR

HousSe rrompages

to use funds in lump sums..

“There is no violation of the
2013'Supreme Court ruling be-
cause the funds are now with
the implementing agencies.
We followed the law, the Con-
stitution and ]unsprudence,
Remulla pointed out.

' Lacson earlier claimed that
the House version of the 2020
budget included P20 billion in
parked funds that were actu-
ally lump-sum allocations,
which the high court had also
declared a violation of the 1987
Constitution.

He specifically cited P10.4
billion worth of questionable
projects stashed in the DPWH
and another P4 billion hidden
under the “Other Financial As-
sistance to LGUs (local govern-
ment units)” in the budget of
the Department of the Interior
and Local Government,

It was later clarified, how-
ever, that such allocations
were not lump sums after the
agencies gave detailed items
and projects for such appro-
priations.

Lacson had also accused
House leaders in the 18th Con-
gress of planning to allocate
P1.5 billion each for their dis-
tricts — an allegation he later
took back after failing to prove
it. Cayetano also slammed the
senator for “rumor mongering.”

900 bills processed

Meanwhile, Majority Lead-
er and Leyte Rep. Martin
Romualdez said the House
processed a total of 900 mea-
sures since the 18th Congress
convened on July 22, churning
out an average of 28 bills per
day during the entire 32 ses-
sion days.

“In just 32 session days, we
were able to steer the approval
of 175 legislative measures,”
Romualdez said, noting that
, the chamber received a total of
' 6,562 measures and 186 com-
mittee reports.

Bills approved on third
and final reading were those
amending the Foreign Invest-
ment Act of 1991, the Passive
Income and Financial Inter-
mediary Taxation Act and the
Corporate Income Tax and
Incentive Rationalization Act.

These bills are important
parcels of the Compre Eensive
Tax Reform Program aimed
at helping the Duterte admin-
istration reach the ‘A’ credit
rating goal.

The administration is em-
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structure projects, completion
of which could go beyond
2022.

It was such achlevement
lawmakers believe, that boost-
ed the alzﬁroval and trust
ratings of the House and Cay-
etano, based on the latest Pulse
Asia survey.

Deputy Speaker and Ca-

marines Sur 2nd district Rep.
LRay Villafuerte said the very
high approval rating has in-
spired the House to work even

harder in passing legislative
measures that will benefit the
people.

“It’s an honor to be part of
this 18th Congress. The lglghest
ever trust and approval ratings
inspire us to be more produc-
tive,” he said.

Cayetano’s high ratings
came after the country’s suc-
cessful hosting of the 30th
Southeast Asian Games where
he served as chairman of the
Philippine SEA Games Orga-
nizing Committee.

Looking forward, House
leaders are confident that the
chamber will continue to per-
form well in 2020 and maintain
its very high public satisfaction
rating.

“2020 represents perfect
vision... What we can do is
focus on things that matter —
education, health, peace and
order, defense and sports,”
Villafuerte stressed.

Albay Rep. Joey Salceda,
chairman of the ways and
means committee, vowed to
sustain the House’s commit-
ment to funding the President’s
key infrastructure and human
development priorities.

“As chair of the committee
on ways and means, I have
three goals that we need to
achieve by 2022: A-level credit
rating, eight percent GDP
growth, widespread prosper-
ity. We will work tirelessly to
achieve these,” he said in a
statement last Monday.

[ |
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Salceda said they would .

prioritize measures involving
taxation on Philippine offshore
ﬁammg operations, Motor Ve-
icle Road Users’ Tax, Mining
Fiscal Regime and taxation
on single-use plastics in 2020,
which could raise at least P42
billion for the government.

“The committee also seeks

to improve tax administra-
tion by studying structural
reforms in the Bureau of Inter-
nal Revenue and the Bureau of
Customs. We will likewise try
to raise taxpayer morale by
studying digital transforma-
tion of the revenue collection
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