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Matter (PM) 2.5 or finer particle§
that are 2.5 micrometers or less in
diameter.
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" DENR

- By Joel dela torre

ENVIRONMENT Secretary Roy Cimatu has assured
that the country’s bodies of water are protected
pursuant to the provisions of the law or the Philip-
pine Clean Water Act of 2004.

One of the important provisions of the law is the
designation of Water Quality Management Areas

(WQMAs) using appropriate physiographic units

‘such as watersheds and river basins to effectively
eniforce the law and improve the quality of water

bodies. .

“1f we can rehabilitate Boracay and Manila Bay, we
can give the same protection to all water bodies in the
country by strictly adhering to our annual target and
even going beyond it,” Cimatu explained.

As of October this year, Cimatu said the DENR was
able tomonitor 45 Eriority water bodies and 39 priority
recreational water bodies; both representing 100 percent

chief bares protection
_efforts on PH bodies of water

of the annual targets.

This year, the DENR formulated, updated and mon-
itored 36actionplans related tothe operationof WQMASs.

“We hope that through these action lans, we willbe
able to come up with new WQMAs in the future for the
greater protectionand regulationon the developmentof
river systems nationwide,” Cimatu said.

In line with the implementation of RA 8749 or the
Philippine Clean Air Act of 1999, Cimatu said a totalof
101 air quality monitoring stations (AQMS)are already
operational nationwide. el '

These stations measure pollutants such as total
suspended particulates, sulfur dioxide, nitrogen diox-
ide and carbon monoxide. ]

Cimatu said the DENR also monitored the emissions
of 14,538 firms out of the annual target of 15,989. The
agency also achieved its 2019 t of updating and
imgh:imenting 22 Airshed Action Plans nationwide, he
added. =
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' ng Department of Environment and Natural Resources

| ‘Manita Bay at Boracay, finiyak ng ahensya na nabibigyan ng

; 3 aon ay N
‘nakapag-monitor na-‘gqngENR ng 36 action plans na may

s buong bansa.

| impiementasyon ng 22 Airshed Action Plans. SANTL

Paghuti ng water, air

PARA maproftekiahan ang kalikasan higit pang pinaigting

ang pag-monitor sa water at air quality sa Iba’t ibang
lugar sa bansa ngayong taong 2019, -
Ayon kay DENR Secretary Roy A. Cimatu, bukod sa

aogrmﬁcmihldiahg'na ang walersheds at river basins
mmmmhmmmmmm
ng water bodies. . =

‘Ngayong taon ay nakapagbalangkas, nakapag-update at

kaugnayan sa operasyon ng WQMAs. :
* Samantala, sa implementasyon naman ng RA 8749 o ang '
Philippine Clean Air Act of 1999, sinabi ni Cimatu na 101 air
quality mhmﬁﬁmm gumagana na sa ipa't ibang lugar
Nakapag-monitor na rin umano ang DENR ng emissions ng
14,538 na kompanya mula sa target nitong 15,989 kompanya.
Nakamit din ng ahensya ang 2019 target.nitong updating at
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Boracay’s
stakeholders
hope to boost
20 bookings

By MA. STELLA E ARNALDO
¥ @akosistellath
Special to the BUSINESSMIRROR

TAKEHOLDERS in Boracay
Island will be preparing a

marketing plan, with the
help of the Department of Fourism
(DOT), to help promote the island
to key markets abroad. -

Their pitch could get some
boost from this latest develop-
ment: Condé Nast Traveler has just
included Boracay in its list of “30
Best Winter Vacations to Take This
Season.” The prestigious travel
publication noted: “[This] itty-
bitty speck [just under 4 square
miles] in the Western Philippines

SEE “BORACAY,” A2

Boracay. . .

CONTINUED FROM A1

isasclosetoatropicalidyllasyou'll find
in Southeast Asia, with gentle coast-
lines and Instagram-woerthy sunsets.
Fold in a thriving nightlife scene, and

you have one of the top tourist spots

in the region.”

This developed as hotels and resorts
on the island have reported lower guest
bookings even toward New Year’s Eve,
which is considered a “super peak” sea-
son, said Tourism Congress of the Phil-
ippines (TCP) Jose C. Clemente II]. “The
resorts were saying that they have lower
arrivalsfor Christmas and even for New
Year, for December 31, they are down
from previous years,” he told the Busi-
NESSMIRROR, after meeting with stake-

holders from theisland on December10.

Theresortsfailed to submit, however,
data and figures to back up their claim

_ of decreased bookings.

Clementesaid manyfactorsarebehind
the lower arrivals on Boracay toward
the Christmas-New Year period. Among
theseare “less flights [to Kaliboand Cati-
clan], airfares have gone up...like there
were cancellations of charters earlier
this year, so the Chinese tourists were
put off by this.” (See, “C.A.B. changes
mind, allows charter flights anew to
Boracay gateways,” in the BUSINESS-
MIRROR, July 17, 20189.)

Data from the DOT-Region 6 (West-
ern Visayas) showed total tourist arriv-
alsreached 1.6 million, of which 729,415
were foreigners, in the nine months to
September 2019. Total arrivals were 4.6
percent higher than the 1.53 million in
thesameperiodin 2017, of which 730,511
were foreigners.

Total tourism receipts (from foreign
and domestic travelers) reached some
P46 billion from January to September
2019, up 8.223 percent over the P42.5-
billion recéipts in the same period in
2017. No data was made available for
just inbound receipts.

Meanwhile, on Clemente’s prodding,
the stakehold-
ers agreed in
a meeting on
December 18,
this time with
DOT officials,
togoona “desti-
nation-specific
road show,” to
push just Bo-

NOTICE OF DEED EXTRA-
JUDICIAL PARTITION
WITH WAIVER OF RIGHTS

Notice: of Deed of Extra-
Judicial Partition with Waiver
of Rights and Special Power
of Attomey in favor of MARY
ANN PAZ TURINGAN
executed by the Heirs of
FELICISIMO MAPAGU
TURINGAN dated December
6, 2018 notarized by Atty.
Bienvenido N. Quifiones,
notary public for and in the City
of Manila and entered into his
Notanal Registry as'Doc. No.

479; Page No. 96; Book No. YLD ISland'

XLIll; Series of 2019 starting next

s nomeieee]  year. Ifthe DOT

agrees to support such aroad show, “The
stakeholders said they were willing to
kickin some funding to match whatever
DOT is contributing.”

He said the stakeholders hope to fin-
ish gathering theinputs and suggestions,
which TCP will consolidate for submis-
sion to Tourism Secretary Bernadette
Romulo Puyat. “We hope we can submit
this [proposed marketing plan] by Janu-
ary,” he asserted. |

Clemente also said the stakeholders
arenow considering expanding the mar-
kets to be tapped instead of focusing on
the Chinese market, which has driven
the arrival numbers on the island.

“They can tap Japan again; the Phil-
ippines just received the Excellent Part-
ner Award from the Japanese, We can
leverage on that,” he noted. The award
was given to the DOT during the Japan
Tourism Expoin October, in recognition
of the agency’s role in rehabilitating Bo-
racay Island. :

Clemente, who is also ptesident of-
Rajah Tours Philippines, said Europe is

stillaviablemarket. “Europeanswere the
firsttodiscover Boracayinthe1980s,but
look where they are now? The Germans
areranked 10th among Boracay’s source
markets.”

He added, “We never took Boracay
off our offerings”—tour operators
always sell the island when they join
travel fairs abroad. But he noted the
resorts have not adjusted their prices,
and exceptforahandful, nolongerjoin
the travel fairs.

For one, Boracay resorts still impose
surcharges during the so-called peakand
super peak seasons. “They were saying
they received cancellations also from
the Chinese market for the Chinese New
Year. So why are they still imposing a
surcharge?” he asked.

“Hopefully they've seenwhathappens
when they put all their eggs in one bas-
ket,” Clemente pointed out, referring to
Boracay’sreliance on the Chinese market.
Published reports noted that mainland
Chinese tourists are traveling less to
Southeast Asian countries, with China
Travel News: saying trips to Thailand
fell by 4.31ipércent, and to Vietnam by
0.82 percent in the first five months of
2019. It was a complete reversal from
the strong growths of 27.38 percent and
37 percent in the same period last year,
respectively.

In the Philippines, arrivals from Chi-
na remain strong, having jumped 41.5
percent to 1.5 million from January to
October2019, acceleratingfrom the 30.7-
percent increase to 1.06 million in the
same period in 2018.
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Du30 wants
to revisit
1997 water
agreement

By MJ Blancaflor

PRESIDENT Rodrigo Duterte would
not step out from the presidency without
resolving the onerous provisions in
the 1997 water concession agreement,
Malacafiang said Thursday.

Presidential  Spokesman  Salvador
Panelo said the President, during their
discussion Wednesday night, renewed
his desire to talk with those who were
involved in the crafting of the deal.

“Last night, he repeated that he
still wants to talk with lawyers of the
government, private lawyers. ‘I still
want to hear why they allowed this kind
of treason,”” Panelo told reporters.

The President would make an
announcement on Jan. 6 next year on the
matter, according to Panelo.

Sought for details, Panelo said he
would not want to preempt the President.

“You can be assured that the stand of
the President remains unchanged; I will
not preempt the President,” he said.

President Duterte has repeatedly

lambasted the two water firms over

“onerous provisions” in the 1997 water
concession agreement which he said

were unfair to the govermment and-
* Filipino consumers.

The contract carries a provision that
says the government should pay the water
concessionaires for their losses that result
from the actions of the state regulator
during the effectivity of contract.

The government also cannot interfere
with water rates, as stated in the
agreement.

These provisions allowed the two
companies to take the Philippine
government to a Singapore-based
arbitral tribunal which ruled that the
state had to pay Maynilad P3.4 billion
and Manila Water P7.4 billion for their
respective losses.

On Dec. 10, the two firms sent a letter
to Duterte, stating that they agreed to
revisit and amend the provisions which
eamned the ire of the Chief Executive.

The letters were signed by business
tycoons Manuel Pangilinan - and
Fernando Zobel de Ayala.
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MAYNILAD,
MAY DAGD

INANUNSIYO nitong

Huwebes na daragda-
gan ang alokasyon ng
tubig para sa Mayni-
lad at Manila Water
galing sa Angat dam
para umiksi o mawala
Pansamantala ang ro-
tating water interrup-
tion sa Pasko at Bagong
Taon lalo't kadalasang
tumataas ang demand
sa holidays.

Ayon sa National
Water Resources Board
(NWRB), inaprubahan
nila ang alokasyong 2
cubic meters per second
para sa mga water con-

cessionaire sa Pasko't
Bagong Taon.
Kaunting  dagdag

lang ang kayang pag-

L ———

Pasko at Bagong Taon

MANILA WATER
AG-AI.O_!(ASYO

bigyan ng NWRB dahil
kailangan ding tipirin
ang suplay ng Angat
Dam hanggang summer
ng susunod na taon, lalo
pa nga't malabong uma-
bot sa target na 212 me-
ters ang water level nito
bago matapos ang 2019,
"Hindi naman ga-
noon kalaki ang im-
pact sa  supply pero,
makatutulong this
Christmas season kung
ma-minimize ang wa-
ter interruption,”" ani
NWRB executive direc-
tor Sevillo David, Jr.
Pero paglilinaw ng
Maynilad. kahit may
dagdag alokasyon ay
malayo pa rin ito sa nor-
mal allocation nilang 48

cubic meters per second.

Pero kahit paano,
may positibong epekto
pa rin ito.

"It's either po ma-
shorten po namin 'yung
kasalukuyang nararana-
sang rotating water inter-
ruption ng customers or
hopefully totally mawa-
la sa 4 na holidays na
meron tayo," ani Ronald
Padua, head ng Maynilad
water supply operations.

Giit ng water con-
cessionaires, tuloy ang
rotational  interruption
nila pero ia-adjust din
nila ang suplay batay sa
pangangailangan  dahil
marami na rin namang
nakabakasyon sa probin-
siya. :
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Firm seeks gov’t nod
- for 2 reclamation projects

400 hectares off Manila Bay, 335 ha for Sangley airport project

By Doris Dumlao-Abadilla
@Philbizwatcher

Integrated property and infra-
structure developer DM Wenc-
eslao & Associates Inc. (DMW)
has proposed two massive rec-
lamation projects, including
a 400-hectare reclamation off
Manila Bay fronting its flag-
ship estate Aseana City and
the neighboring Philippine

Amusement & Gaming Corp.
(Pagcor) Entertainment City.
The other proposal is for

the reclamation of 335 ha of

offshore island in Sangley in
preparation for the develop-
ment of the Sangley Interna-
tional Airport.

Based on proposals submit-
ted to the government through
the Philippine Reclamation Au-
thority, the government is ex-

Parafiaque  City

where the recently opened Ayala

pected to receive 200 ha at zero
cost out of the two reclamation
projects.

The proposal in Paranaque
is seen to serve as an extension
of the previous agreements
that the government had with
DMW, where the latter was
given rights on the frontage
of its completed reclamation
project, DMW disclosed to the
Philippine Stock Exchange.

uw—e

look

“We look forward to con-
tinuing our work with the
government to strengthen the
country’s development activi-
ties,” DMW chair Delfin Wenc-
eslao Jr. said.

“This 4o00-ha reclamation
project is in line with our thrust
to contribute to nation-building.
Today, DMW's complet-
ed reclamation project in
Paranaque City houses nu-

forward to

]

EDITORIAL  CARTOON

(N
F“ﬂ“ B‘ houses numerous en-
tertainment, gaming

and tourism destinations which
have become a key driver of
growth in the country. It is where
Aseana City and Pagcor Enter-
tainment City now stand and

Malls Manila Bay is located.”

The proposed project in
Sangley, Cavite, is undergo-
ing review by the Office of the
President, the departments of
Transportation and of Finance,
the disclosure said.

demonstrate once again our
expertise in land reclamation.
Over the last 50 years, we have
reclaimed more than 2,400,000
square meters of land across
the Philippines. We are pleased

to draw on that experience to

successfully deliver and safely
execute these projects,” added
Wenceslao. ]
DMW is an integrated
property developer with ex-
pertise in land reclamation,
construction and real estate
development. It is the master

developer and primary owner
of Aseana City, a development
project with a total land area
of 107.5 hectares located along
Manila Bay.

Apart from reclaiming
more than 2.4 million sqm
of land since 1965, DMW has

leased or developed 250,000
sqm of land and buildings,
and completed more than 140
construction and infrastruc-
ture projects, including large,
complex government develop-
ments throughout the Philip-
pines. Na
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Stop whale shark feeding
in Bohol, gov’t urged

Environmental groups say tourist activity in Lila town disrupts
sea creatures’ hunting behavior, puts them in harm’s way

By Leo Udtohan
and Jhesset O. Enano
@Team_Inquirer

LILA, BOHOL—Environmen-
tal groups appealed to the De-
partment of Tourism, the Bu-
reau of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources, and the provincial
and local governments in Bo-
hol province to prohibit whale
shark feeding in Lila town, and
instead promote sustainable
tourism practices in the area.

Save Sharks Network Phil-
ippines (SSNP) said photos and
videos of whale shark feeding
circulated online last month.
The activity was reportedly
part of a joint project of a pri-
vate investor and the local gov-
ernment.

In a separate online sig-
nature campaign launched by
Bohol Eco Alliance, it identified
the new tourism attraction as
the “Taug Whale Shark Watch-
ing and Snorkeling” in Barangay
Taug, which reportedly started
soft operations in November.

The campaign, which called
on the Bohol government to
issue an executive order pro-
hibiting ecological trapping of
marine wildlife by the act of
feeding and luring, gathered
nearly 3,500 signatures as of
Thursday.

Free the Whale Sharks Co-
alition-Bohol (FWSCB) said the
practice would not only dimin-

NEWEST ATTRACTION Whale watching and snorkeling, the
newest attraction in Lila, Bohol, has become controversial due
to reports of tourists feeding whale sharks.

ish the whale sharks’ ability to
hunt, but would also put the
“gentle giants,” known here as
“balilan, “ at risk of getting hurt.

SSNP said conditioning
whale sharks to approach boats
might make them susceptible
to injuries and poaching.

No feeding

But Philip Quino, one of the
tour operators, denied that the
activity involved feeding.

“What is going on here is just
whale shark watching and snor-
keling. The whales are free to go
and to hunt for food,” he said.

The presence of six to 13
whale sharks in the waters off
Lila has enticed tourists to vis-

it the coastal village of Taug to
interact with the sea creatures.

Foreign tourists pay P1,000
per person while locals shell
out Psoo. Local paddlers ac-
company at least 10 tourists on
a boat and they swim around
a designated interaction area,
which is about 30 meters from
the shoreline. The activity is
open from 6 a.m. to 11 a.m.

At least 130 tourists have
“encountered” the whales in
Lila since the activity started
two weeks ago, reports said.

But lawyer Alma Aparece,
convener of FWSCB, howev-
er, said their reports indicated
that tourists were still feeding
the whale sharks.

NATHAN MANTUA/ CONTRIBUTOR

“There are many things and
contentions that they would
really like us to believe. But we
would still would like to appeal
to authorities to stop the feed-
ing at all costs,” Aparece said.

Exploitation

In its open letter to gov-
ernment agencies, FWSCB said
the practice of feeding whale
sharks should not be encour-
aged and replicated.

“In a country where rules
and regulations are difficult
to implement, we do not want
Bohol to be another example of
what not to do and what not to
be,” the group said.

Marine  conservationists
warned against the tourism
attraction, citing a similar con-

. troversy in Oslob town, Cebu

province. Experts said that as
the whale shark tourism indus- -
try grew, researchers observed|
changes in the sharks’ behav-!
ior and physiology, as well as
the practice’s adverse impact
on the local environment.

“Feeding of whale sharks
for economic purposes is a clear
form of exploitation and harms
ecological balance in Bohol or
anywhere it is practiced,” SSNP
said in its statement.

The largest of all fish species,
whale sharks (Rhincodon typus).
are classified as endangered by
the International Union for Con-|
servation of Nature. ma
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Metal.prBduction nhears

P100 B in 9 months

By LOUISE MAUREEN SIMEON

The value of metallic minerals
produced in the country increased by

seven percent to almost P100 billion

as the Philippines continues to benefit
from the ore export ban in Indonesia.

Latest data from the Mines and
Geosciences Bureau (MGB) showed
that aggregate value of metal produc-
tion rose 6.5 percent to P99.58 billion.

According to the MGB, the nickel
ore export ban in Indonesia is ex-
pected to boost prices which will
be a welcome development for the
country’s nickel producers.

“This will naturally increase the

demand for our nickel ore. Due to
China’s limited nickel resource, most
of their nickel ore requirement comes
from the Philippines and Indonesia,”
the MGB said. '

Indonesia earlier announced an
export ban of nickel ore with nickel
content below 1.7 percent. Indonesia
is currently the world’s largest nick-
el-producing country with 560,000
metric tons followed by the Philip-
pines with 340,000 MT.

Direct shipping nickel ore and mixed
nickel-cobalt sulfides took the spot-
light, accounting for P47.36 billion or
an increase of 12 percent year-on-year
despite the price of nickel declining to

$6.05 per pound from $6.13 per pound.

Gold production accounted for 37
percent of the total production value
with aggregate earnings rising seven
percent to P36.9 billion as output
increased to 16,328 kilograms.

Gold metal price accelerated
to $1,362.99 per troy ounce from
$1,283.27 per troy.

Revenues from copper production,
which comprises 14 percent of total
metal production value, fell eight per-
cent to P14.4 billion despite a 10 per-
cent hike in output to 234,982 dry MT.

The decline was attributed to
lower price of copper.

The production value of silver,

meanwhile, increased by eight percent
to P644 million amid higher produc-

tion at three percent to 24,849 kilos.

The remaining one percent of total
metallic production or P900 million
came from the combined value of other
metals such as iron ore and chromite.

The Philippine Gold Processing
and Refining Corp. was the country’s
major gold producer during the nine-
month period.

For nickel direct shipping ore,
Taganito Mining Corp. in Surigao
del Norte reported the highest output
with 65,694 MT.

MGB said mine output was gen-
erally sluggish during the period as

mostnickel mines reported production
shortfall, while some mining opera-
tions are still under care and mainte-
nance program and suspended status.

Meanwhile, Toledo Copper opera-
tions in Cebu dominated the co per
production with a 65 percent share
of the total output.

To date, the country hosts 50 oper-
ating metallic mines consisting of 31
nickel, 10 gold with silver as co-product,
three copper with gold and silver as co-
products, three chromite, three iron, and
two nickel plant and two gold plants.

These are in addition to the numer-
ous small-scale gold mining operations
across the country.

g &
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Govt expedites small-scale mining regulation

By LOUISE MAUREEN SIMEON

The government is intensify-
ing the regulation of small-scale
mining operations in the coun-
try, particularly in monitoring
undisposed residual stockpiles
outside mining sites as it con-
tinues to revamp the extractive
industry.

The Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources,
through attached agency Mines
and Geosciences Bureau (MGB),
recently issued an administra-
tive order that will speed up the
environmental restoration both
during and after mining opera-
tions by a Minahang Bayan.

A Minahang Bayan is a gov-
ernment-regulated cooperative
of small-scale miners organized
in a certain area or region.

Under the new DAQ, small-
scale mining operations will

now have to meet stricter condi-
tions in the disposal of residual
stockpiles, or ores previously
extracted but not yet disposed
during the mining contract.

The disposal will be imple-
mented under a required envi-
ronmental management plan
which miners must submit
to report their environmental
management objectives and
their commitment to protect
and rehabilitate the disturbed
environment during disposition
of residual stockpiles.

The latest move of MGB
follows a multi-step campaign
to increase the regulation of
small-scale mining, in addition
to stricter policing of the entire
industry.

“We understand the negative
view of mining, but we want
the public to know that mining
is not the same as it was before

the Mining Act of 1995,” MGB
director Wilfredo Moncano said.

“The MGB is working to -

improve the regulations on min-
ing, to safeguard environmental
protection, and protect the com-
munity,” he said.

Among the steps taken to
increase the regulation of small-
scale mining were the provision
of incentives in legalizing small-
scale mining operations and
the fast tracking of application
processes for various licenses.

The excise and income taxes
for small-scale mining opera-
tions were also waived to en-
courage illegal operators to
become legal and adhere to en-
vironment and standards.

The MGB also facilitated a
Global Environment Facility-
funded project valued over
$11.7 million to eradicate the
usage of mercury in small-scale

old mining operations early
is year. i

“The approach really has to
be inclusive. Outright prohibi-
tion and taxation only pushes
small-scale miners into the black
market,” Moncano said.

He said this was part of a
long initiative to improve the
mining industry overall under
the present administration.

Alongside all these steps,
the MGB recently kicked off
an information and education
campaign to promote respon-
sible mining.

Dubbed #MineResponsibility,
the campaign aims to educate the
publicon the regulation of mining
to promote responsible mining
practices, and to show that the
government is committed to the
priority of upholding the safety

of people and the environment
in

e mining industry.
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Nickel
demand

boosts
‘mineral

output

By Maria Romero
@tribunephl_mbr

The country’s metallic mineral
production registered sustained
growth during the first three
quarters of 2019, according to the
Mines and Geosciences Bureau
(MGB).

The agency has attributed this to
increased international demand for
nickel ore and a decreased source
of the commuodity as the result of an
export ban imposed by Indonesia.

Presently, Indonesia remains
the world’s largest nickel-producing
country recording an output of

- 560,000 tons in 2018, This was
followed by the Philippines, which
posted production of 340,000 tons
during the same year

Gold retained the second
spot with 37 percent or
P36.90 billion, while copper
took the third position with
14 percent or P14.40 billion.

MGB also said the country’s
metallic production value posted
a 6.5 percent or P6.09 billion
growth from P93.48 billion during
the first three-quarters last year. It
also attributed the growth to the
country’s continuous nickel ore
export to China, which has limited:
nickel resources.

“Despite the 1.24 percent
slip in the average nickel price,
nickel direct shipping ore with the
aid of its other products (mixed
nickel-cobalt sulfide and scandium
oxalate) again took the spotlight,
accounting for 48 percent or P47.36
billion of the total value during the
period,” the report said.

Gold retained the second spot
with 37 percent or P36.90 billion,
while copper took the third position
with 14 percent or P14.40 billion.

MGB said the remaining 1
percent was cornered by silver
and chromite with P900 million.

Metal prices of nickel, copper and
silver all went down. Prices of copper
declined from $3.00 per pound to
$2.72 per pound yearoreyear. Nickel,
likewise, slipped from $6.13 per pound
to $6.05 per pound yearonyear.

“It is important to note,
however, that the price of nickel
has been going up from July to
September 2019. In September
alone, the price was at $8.01 per
pound,” MGB said.

In contrast, prices of yellow
metal rose by as much as $79.72
from $1,283.27 per troy ounce in
2018 to $1,362.99 per troy ounce
in 2019.
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PH mineral rock stars

HOW do you reward industrial excellence?

By granting perks and other preferential treatment to players
who embrace best practices and adhere to, exceed even global
standards of performance, including corporate citizenship. .

The idea is to shame other laggards or efeb rogues who give
industry a bad name.

Consider the star performers in the mining industry whose
corporate initiatives go unnoticed athome but are internation-
ally recognized and celebrated.

For instance, three members of the Chamber of Mines of the
Philippines were adjudged winners at the recently concluded
2nd ASEAN Mineral Awardsheld in Bangkok, abiennial event
that recognizes mineral resource companies for achieving best
practices in environmentally and socially sustainable opera-
tions.

Coral Bay Nickel Corp., which operates a nickel processing
plant in Rio Tuba, Bataraza, Palawan, emerged with the Best
Practices award for the Philippines in the Metallic Mineral
Processing category.

Rio Tuba Nickel Mining Corp, also in Bataraza, was named
runner-up in the Metallic Mineral Mining category, while Agata
Mining Ventures was also named runner-up in the Metallic
Mineral Distribution category.

Inthenon-metallic category, LaFarge Holcim bagged runner-
up awards in both the mining and processing categories.

The AMA is an initiative of the Asean mining ministers to
recognizebest practices insustainable mineral mining, process-
ing, and distribution among its various member countries.

The Awards, launched in 2017 in Myanmar, saw the Philip-
pines garnering two of the three awards handed out, with Rio
Tuba Nickel recognized for best mining practices and Oceana
Gold Philippines, Inc. for the best plant.

Since then, the AMA has beenexpanded tosix categorieswith
non-metallic minerals separate from metallic minerals.

“We are extremely pleased that again, Philippine minerals
resource companies were recognized for best practices in the
various categories,” CoMP chairman Gerard Brimo said.

“We hope this recognition will demonstrate that we have
world-class mineral operations in our country even as we in
COMPstrivetoraise thebarby subscribing tonew global mining
standards of excellence, such as the Towards Sustainable Min-
ing initiative. We thank Environment and Natural Resources
Secretary Roy Cimatu and Mines and Geosciences director
Wilfredo Moncano for encouraging us to aspire to higher stan-
dards and better ways of doing things, which has undoubtedly
raised the performance of the mineral resource development
sector in our country,” Brimo added. ‘

The prestigious award held December 11-13 in Thailand is
given to a mining company of an ASEAN member country,

recognizing its best practices and being an exemplary modelof

environmentally and socially-sustainable mining. ‘
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Dahilan ng mga pagbaha

sa Cagayan Valley
ANO DAW ANG DAHILAN NG BAHA SA CAGAYAN
VALLEY? MALINAW NA DAHILAN YAN SA DE-
KADANG PANGGAGAHASA SA KABUNDUKAN NG
CAGAYAN, GAWANGMGAILLEGALLOGGER. DAPAT
KASUHAN AT PAGBAYARAN SA PINSALAANG MGA
ILLEGAL LOGGER LALO ANG MGA OPISYAL NG
LOKALNAPAMAHALAANAT DENR. I-SEQUESTER
ANG MGA KINITA NILA SA ILLEGAL LOGGING NA
PUMINSALA SA MAMAMAYAN NG LALAWIGAN.
GANYANDINANG MGA ILIGAL AT OPEN PITMINING!
- Concerned citizen
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