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DENR eyes review of LGU garbage deals

By JonaTHAN L. MAYUGA
¥ @jonlmayuga

HE Department of Environ-

I mentand Natural Resources

(DENR) is eyeing to review
the garbage contracts entered into
by local government units (LGUs)
with private contractors to ensure
efficient garbage collection, espe-
cially in Metro Manila.

At the year-end Assessment with
Media Partners of the DENR on
Tuesday, Undersecretary for Local
Government Unit and Solid Waste
Management Benny D. Antiporda
saidthe review of garbage contracts,
in particular, would focus on the
hauling aspect of garbage.

“We want to know why gar-
bage collectors haul the garbage
in commercial and residential ar-
eas, but neglect...informal settler

areas,” said Antiporda.

The official said this is one of
the problems why garbage some-
times find their way in vacant
lots, or worse, clogging water-
ways that cause severe flooding.

He said the DENR has already
asked the Department of the Inte-
rior and Local Government {DILG)
for copies of the LGU contracts with
their private garbage contractors.

“Unfortunately, what we were
provided with by the DILG are
plans. That is why we are coordinat-
ing again with the DILG, this time,
to get the copies of the garbage con-
tracts,” he said.

According to Antiporda, in
2019, the DENR focused on ad-
dressing the garbage shortly after
launching the <Battle for Manila
Bay” in January 26, 2018.

In reviewing the garbage con-

tracts, he said, the DENR will en-
sure that collection covers all areas
within a city, whether rich or poor.

“For instance, if Quezon City, if
you collect garbage, it should be col-
lecting garbage in all areas, whether
you are rich or poor,” he said. -

The DENR official who lis also
the concurrent executive direc-
tor of the National Solid Waste
Management Commission said
the DENR will continue to work
with LGUs to come up with their
10-year salid waste management
plans while threatening to file
charges against erring officials
who continue to ignore their man-
dates as stated under Republic Act
9003 or the Ecological Solid Waste
Management Act of 2000.

Garbage has been identified as
a major cause of water pollution
in Manila Bay.
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Manila Bay mapaliliguanna
$a susunod na taon—DENR

KUMPIYANSA si Department of Environment and Natural
Resources Undersecretary Benny Antiporda na maaari
nang paliguan ng publiko ang Manifa Bay sa susunod na
taon matapos ang Isinasagawany rehabiltasyon ng DENR
sa naturang baybayin.

Ayon kay Usec. Antiporda ng Solid Waste Management
and Local Govemment Unit Concerns umaasa ang DENR na
mapaliliguan na ng publiko ang makasaysayang Marita Bay
makaraan ang pagsusumikap ng pamahalaan na malinis fto.

Sa year-end report ng DENR sa mga mamamahayag ka-
hapon, sinabi ni Antiporda na umaasa ang pamahalaan na ma-
liinis n& ang mga fiog at estero na dumadaloy patungo sa Manila
Bay bunsod ng mga inilulunsad na kamparya ng pamahalazn
para maiwasan ang pagtatapon ng basura rito.

Sinabi pa ng opisyal na naisip ng ahensya ang pagtiinis sa
mga ilog af estero sa Central Luzon, Calabarzon at Metro Manila
area 13 dumadaioy ang mga fubig sa Maniia Bay bilang bahagi
ng rehabilitasyon sa baybayin.

Nauna rito, nitong nakalipas na Enero, inilunsad ng DENR
ang Battle of Manila Bay matapos lumahok ang may 10,000
katao sa Unity Walk para sa clean-up sa makasaysayang
Manila Bay na pinangunahan ni DENR Sec, Roy Cimatu.

Kaugnay rito iginiit ni Antiporda na dapat magkaroon ng
segregation ang lokal na pamahalaan ng iungsod at muisipa-
fidad sa bansa upang matugunan ang lumalalang problema ng
basura sz bansa,

Ibinigay na halimbawa ni Antiporda ang pafuloy ra paggamit
ng plastic na siyang nagiging dahilan ng pagbara sa mga ilog at
estero.

Idinagdag pa rito na dapat rebyuhin ang mga kontrata ng
rnga local govemment unit kung nasusunod ba ang pagkoiekta
ng mga basura ng mga informal settier na nagiging dattlan ng
problema ng basura,

Nauna nang sinabi ni Cimatu, na hangarin ng DENA na
mababa ang fecal coliform ievel ng tubig sa Manila Bay sa 100
most prebable number per 100 milliiters (MPN/AGOmI) na sivang
tamang antas para mapaliguan ng tao at ligtas ang baybayin.
SANTI CELARIO
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DENRkoﬁ)ose"s
taxing plastic
bags by weight

THE Department of Enviren-
ment and Natural Resources
(DENR) said it supports taxing
single-use plastic shopping bags
on a per-piece basis, saying that
taxing by weight would worsen
the plastic pollution problem.
“We would like to ask for the
understanding of the House of

Representatives that if theyreally

want to tax (it should not be) by

kilo, but by piece because that

will only promote the use of sin-
gle-use plastics,” Environment
Undersecretary for Solid Waste
Management and Local Gov-
ernment Unit Concerns Benny
D. Antiperda said at the depart-
ment’s year-end news conference
Tuesday in Quezon City.

House Bill (HB) No. 178, or the
bill imposing a P20 per kilogram
tax on single-use plastic bags, was
approved by the House Commit-
tee on Ways and Means on Dec,
10. If signed into law, this will be
the Single-Use Plastic Bag Tax
Act.

The tax is expected to gener-
ate P4.8 billion, which will fund
solid waste management and
the implementation of Republic
Act 9003, or the Ecological Solid
Waste Management Act of 2000,

Mr. Antiporda said taxing by
weight will only drive plastics
manufacturers to produce thin-
ner bags that are of lower quality,
raising the risk they will be easily
discarded.

“Pag numipis iyon, automatic
pag binuhol hindi nila mabubuk-
san, pupunitin nila tyon (Thinner
bags will discourage reuse) and
they will just be thrown away, so
what will happen it will just end
up in our landfill, worst case in
our waterways,” he said.

“Nananawagan tayo at nakiki-
usap na kung maart ay i-recon-
sider yung taxing by kilo. We have
nothing against taxation... but
taxing by kilo {yon ay very danger-
ous (We are asking that the House

| reconsider taxing by weight. We

have nothing against taxation...
but taxing by kilo is very danger-
ous),” he said.

President Rodrigo R. Duterte
expressed his support for a single-
use plastics ban via legislative ac-
tion at a Cabinet meeting on Nov.
6. — Vincent Mariel P. Galang
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DENR wants single-use plastics taxed per piece

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources on Tuesday
has called on lawmakers to tax single-use plastic bags by piece, and
not by kilogram, saying the earlier approved proposal might only
push manufacturer to produce thinner bags that would be discard-
ed after one use. Environment Undersecretary Benny Antiporda
said the department supports the proposal to tax plastic bags, but
appealed to the Congress to fethink its understanding of plastic,
some of which can be recycled and reused. “Taxing by the kilo would
be very dangerous, since it may promote the manufacturing of
thinner bags,” he told a press priefing on Tuesday. Last week, the
House committee on ways and means approved a bill that would
impose a P20 tax per kilo of single-use plastic bags beginning next
year. Lawmakers estimate that the proposed tax would generate
some P4.8 billion on its first year of implementation and boost the
government’s solid waste management Programs. —JHESSET 0.ENANO
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* Buwis sa bawat pirasong p_lastic bag, giit ng DENR

Hinimok kahapon ng mga opisyal
ng Department of Environment and
Natural Resources {DENR) ang Kongreso
na ikonsidera ang pagbubuwis sa bawat
piraso ng plastic bags para matugunan
ang plastic pollution sa bansa.

Hiniling ni DENR Undersecretary
for Solid Waste Managernent and Local
Government Units (LGU) Concerns Benny
Antiporda sa Kongreso na muling pag-
isipan ang approval ng House Committee
on Ways and Means na magpataw ng
P20 excise tax sa bawat kilo ng single-use
plastic bags simula sa 2020.

“We'dliketoaskfor theunderstanding
of the House of Representatives that if
indeed they really want to tax the use of
sando bags, yung taxing nila not by the kilo
but by piece,” ani Antiporda, namumuno
rin sa National Solic Waste Management

 Commission (NSWMC}.

Ipinunto niya na patuloy na
pinagsisikapan ng DENR na matuguran
an aggami at tamang pagtatapon
plagsgc “labo” na madaljngggnag:ira ;Jthmcﬁ
na muling nagagamit.

“But the sando bag na makapal hindi
siya single-use, it is reusable. Ito dapat
nating i-consider. Himayin muna nang
maayos bago gumawa ng batas,” andya.

“We got nothing against taxation of
sando bags but taxing by the kil, yun ay
very dangerous, [t will promote literally
the single-use of mas manipis na plastic,”

- dagdag niva.

Malaking problema parin ng bansa
ang solid waste dahil sa non-segregation,
talamak na paggamit ng single-use
plastic products at hindi tamang waste
disposal.

Ipinakita sa datos ng DENR na sa
first quarter ng 2019, ang Melro Manila
ay nakapag-prodyus ng 34,574.77 cubic
metersng basura. Ito ay 59.45 porsiyento
ng total target 58,112.31 cubic meters para
sa 20119.

Sinabi ni Antiporda na ang mga
pagsisikap ng DENR na matuguinan ang
single-use plastic ay para himukin ang
mga ahensiya ng pamahalaan at local
govemnmentunits na umiwassa paggamikt
ng single-use plastics, gaya ng stirrer, cup,
spoonand fork, at plastic “labo.”

“We will be asking them to cooperate
para tigil muna and Eaggamit ng plastic
since we are still looking for alternative
for some important single-use plastics.
At the moment, yun muna ang inuuna
namin,” aniya.

Ellalyn De Vera-Ruiz
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By JonATHAN 1. MAYUGA
W @jonlmayuga

OP executives of major com-
Tpanies have committed to

support the Department of
Environment and Natural Resourc-
es’ (DENR) call for a collaboration
between the government and the
private sectortoaddress the garbage
crisis in Metro Manila.

In the recent Pilipinas Confer-
ence hosted by the Stratbase Group
in Bonifacio Global City, leadersfrom
the government, the private sector,
the academe and environmental ad-
vocacy groups pushed for abalanced
approach and harmonized solutions
to the waste problem.

This came as Environment Sec-
retary Roy A. Cimatu convened a
high-level meetingof so-called “man-
damus agencies” to discuss ways to
“clean and green” the Pasig River.

Repeatedly, the DENR chief has
sought the cooperation of various
stakeholders, particularly the private
sector, to address the garbage crisis,
saying the DENR cannot de it alone.

His appeal to the private sector
yielded positive results, with top
company officials affirming their
support. '

"A smarter approach other than
the traditional regulatory tools im-
posing bans or taxes is to focus on
instilling discipline for consumersto
responsiblydisposeoftrashinparal-
lelwith enablingpolicies thatencour-
age new innovations for packaging
materials and waste management
systems," Prof. Dindo Manhit, man-
aging director and CEO of Stratbase
Group said in a statement.

“Stewardship of the environment
should be everybody’s concern. The
tasktoprotectand preserve theenvi-
ronmentis notjustthegovernment’s
business, it’s everybody’s business”,
Manhit added.

Coca-Cola Philippines General
Manager and President Winn Ever-
hart presented the beverage com-
pany’s “World Without Waste” global
initiative during the conference.

Undertheinitiative, the company
aims “to collect and recycle every
bottle or can sold by 2030.” It also
committed to build a P1-billion PET
bottlerecycling facility—the firstin
Southeast Asia that would substan-
tially reduce the wasteleakagein the
Mega Manila area. ‘

Everhart said Coca-Cola Philip-
pines also teamed up with nongov-

ernment organizations through the
Blastik project—a full circle collec-
tion and recycling programin 13 ar-
eas, including Bataan, Cavite, Albay,
Baler, Palawan, Siargao, Davao, Bo-
racay, La union, Negros Occidental,
Marinduque, Sarangani and Metro
Manila.

Unilever Philippines Chairman
Benjie Yap, onhispart, discussed the
company’s "Zero Waste to Nature"
programandits “ambitious new corm-
mitments tocollectand process more
than it sells and halve use of virgin
plastic.” The initiative comrmits to
produce 100-percent reusable, re-
cyclable and compostable packag-
ing by 2025 and invest in technical
solution to recycle sachets produced
by the industry.

Unilever also presented ongo-
ing environment programs, such
as the “Misis Walastik,” which col-
lects sachet waste in more than 300
communities in Metro Manila; the
“Kolek, Kilo, Kita, parasaWalastikna
Maynila,” which incentivizes plastic
waste collectionunder the “May Pera
sa Basura” project of Manila Mayor
Isko Moreno Domagose; and other
innovations in sustainable packag-
ingandalternativedeliverysystems.

Maynilad President and CEO
Ramoncito Fernandez stressed the
importance of having sustainabil-
itystrategies. Hesaid the west zone
water concessionaireinvested some
P40.7billion in the nonrevenue wa-
ter program, where 360,000 leaks
were repaired in 2,300 kilometers
of old pipes, resulting in the re-
covery of 700 million liters in the
last 12 years.

Fernandez also discussed the
award-winning “SiningIpo” program
forthe Dumagat Tribe; the “Plantfor
Life” project, where 800,000 trees
and mangroves were planted in the
Ipol Laguna Lake, and Malabon Wa-
tershedsand Manila Bay coastalarea;
and the “Daloy Dunong” education
program that educates children and
parentsaboutenvironmental protec-
tion and water sanitation.

Philippine Business for Envi-
ronmental Stewardship Convenor
Carmelo Bayarcal welcomed the
initiatives of the big manufacturing
brands toworkwith the government
"as they realign operations and in-
vest heavily in proactive initiatives
to perform their critical role in the
circular ecosystem to rmitigate pol-
lution and integrate waste manage-
ment at all levels.”
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Ma]or firms commit
to help resolve
‘garbage crisis’

TOP executives of tnajor companies have committed 1o support
Envitonment Secretary Roy A. Cimatu’s call for collaboration
between the government and the private sector to address what
he called 2 “garbage crisis™ in Metro Manila.

In the recent Pilipinas Conference hosted by the Strathase
Group in Bonifacio Global City, leaders from the government,
the private sector, and the academe, and environmental advocacy
groups pushed for a balanced approach and harmonized solutions
to the waste problem.

“A smarter approach other than the traditional regulatory tools
imposing bans or tazes is to focus on instilling discipline for con-
sumers to responsibly dispose of trash in parallel with enabling
policies that encourage new innovations for packaging materials
and waste management systems,” said professor Dindo Manbhit,
managing director and CEO of Strathase Group.

“Stewardship of the environment should be everybody’s con-
cern. The task to protect and preserve the environment is not just
the government’s business, it’s everybody’s business”, Manhit said.

Winn Everhart, general manager and president of Coca-Cola
Philippines, presented the beverage company’s “World Without
Waste™ global initiative during the conference.

Under the initiative, the company aims “to collect and recycle
every bottle or can sold by 2030.” It also committed to build a
P1l-billion PET bottle recycling facility -- the first in Southeast
Asia that would substantially reduce waste leakage in the Mega-
Manila area.
| Everhart said Coca-Cola Philippines also teamed up with non-
government organizations through the Blastik project, a full circle
collection and recycling program in 13 areas --- Bataan, Cavite,
Albay, Baler, Palawan, Siargao, Davao, Boracay, La Union, Negros
Occidental, Marinduque, Sarangani and Metro Manila,

Unilever Philippines chairman Benjie Yap discussed the com-
pany’s “Zero Waste to Nature” program and its “ambitious new
| commitments to collect and process more than it sells and halve
use of virgin plastic.” The initiative commits to praduce 100
percent reusable, recyclable and compostable packaging by 2025
and to invest in technical solution to recycle sachets produced
by the industry.

Unilever also presented ongoing environment programs such as
the “Misis Walastik” which collects sachet waste in more than 300
communities in Metro Manila; the “Kole Kilo Kita para sa Walastik na
Maynila” which incentivizes plastic waste collection under the “May
Pera sa Basura” project of Manila Mayor Isko Moreno Domagoso;
and other innovations in sustainable packaging and alternative de-
livery systems,

Maynilad president and CEO Ramoncito Fernandez stressed
the importance of having sustainability strategies. He said the
west zone water concessionaire invested some P40.7 billion in the
non-revenue water program where 360,000 leaks were repaired
in 2,300 kilometets of old pipes, resulting in the recovery of 700
million liters in the last 12 years.

L Fernandez also discussed the award winning “Sining Ipo”
program for the Dumagat Tribe; the “Plant for Life” project
wherein 800,000 trees and mangroves were planteéd in the
Ipol Laguna Lake and Malabon Watersheds and Manila Bay
coastal area; and the “Daloy Dunong” education program that
educates children and parents about environmental protection
and water sanitation.
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By IRIS GON]! i:.is , arra ent.
_ - rcity also approved

T nt to ra.isp its authorized capital

) P1.5 billion from P155

increase in authorized
ta,] stock shall enable the
tion to secure proper-
..r T along Roxas Boulevard,
]Faatgmd'a w;ﬂﬁnﬂ'te Reclamation Area of
the Bay City (Boulevard 2000)
deyelopment. in Parafiaque
v which would be a source
of recurring rental income or
fure income from develop-
ent projects,” Supercity said.
Supercity listed with the
¢ hilippine Stock Exchange in
%{‘d 003 to engage in the business
elopment’wm;ks,forarem Df cun'ﬁtructlon and related
and activities,
um,ﬁuperﬂtf sa‘ldits _In February 2008, Supercity
m] Egg::dnr& approved deﬂlﬂﬁd to wind down the
thé Iskn of 99!] milli its . truction business and
‘new ]gg* Wfﬁ its activities into real
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Manila Bay Dev Corp.
drops backdoor listing plan

e ————— e — st

SRDC had planned for the real estate to be a source of recurring rental income or
future income from development projects including resort hotels, tourist-related
attractions, commercial areas with upscale residential and serviced residential

apartments and office buildings

o ——

By AJ Bajo
@tribunephi_A.J

e —

The Manila Bay Development Corp. (MBDC) is
dropping plans for a backdoor listing after notifying listed
developer Supercity Realty Development Corp. (SRDC)
it will not pursue a property-for-share swap agreement.

“In a letter received by the corporation on 16
December, 2019, MBDC and (president) Mr. (George
T.) Chua communicated to the corporation that due to
unfavorable market conditions, they have decided not to
proceed with the Property-for-Share Swap Agreement.
Thus, the backdoor listing will no longer push through,”
SRDC told the stock exchange on Tuesday.

SRDC said it will continue serving its institutional and
corporate clients and focus on constructing horizontal
residential houses and land development works for
residential subdivisions.

In June this year, SRDC announced its bid to increase its
authorized capital stock to P1.5 billion with 1.5 billion shares
with a par value of P1 apiece, from P156 million divided into
155 million shares with a par value of P1 apiece.

The increase will allow it to acquire a premium real
estate along Roxas Boulevard within the reclamation area
of the Bay City development in Parafiaque City, owned by

e

MBDC. This would have been MBDC's key to be listed at

the Philippine Stock Exchange instead of a direct listing.
The value for the issuance of 990 million common

shares was disclosed to be at least P1.386 billion.

MBDC is involved in developing and leasing reclaimed
raw land in the ceniral business part II complex in
Paranaque City. It acquired several parcels of land in
the area over 30 years ago which has increased in ferms
of value, SRDC said.

SRDC had planned for the real estate to be a
source of recurring rental income or future income
from development projects ineluding resort hotels;
tourist-related attractions, commercial areas with
upscale residential and serviced residential apartments
and office buildings. /

“The sites’ proximity to enterfainment and gambling
clusters in the Manila Bay area would be an advantage!
The concentration of hotels and cultural entertainment
activities in the area would create a major attraction
for locals and tourists alike,” SRDC said in an earlier
disclosure. E

Incorporated in 2000 as a real estate development
firm, SRDC primarily engages in construction as well as
related services and activities. It currently caters to the,
mass-, low-cost and middle-scale housing markets.
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Tagum LGU distributes lot titles

TAGUM CITY — Christmas came early as the city
government facilitated the distribution of Original
Certificates of Title to 44 families living in Barangay
Visayan Village who have been fighting for their right
on the land they had been in actual possession of for
more than 30 years.

Anchored on its developmental thrust
toward social services, the LGU, through the
leadership. of Mayor Allan Rellon, has chosen
to finally recognize the 44 families’ claims to
the land.

The Tagum local government unit (LGU) awarded
the titles on a portion of the highly-contested land on
which the Aguinaldo Development Corporation once
proposed to have an airstrip built relating to the
operation of their banana plantation,

To recall, the property in question was part of
the land subject of Department of Environment and
Natural Resources Case 8259, which granted Tagum
City preferential rights to determine the appropriate
mode of disposition of its various lots, which included
the lots of the 44 families,

Anchored on its developmental thrust foward social
services, the LGU, through the leadership of Mayor
Allan ‘Rellon, has chosen to finally recognize the 44
families’ claims to the land.

It also assisted the beneficiaries of the Villegas
Landing Homeowners Association in the processing of
their original certificate of titles under Republic Act
10023, which authorized the issuance of free pafents
to residential lands to any person who had been an

&

actual occupant of a lot that had been zoned as a
residential area.

Along with this, the LGU also caused the appropriate
registration of their homeowners' association to Housing
and Land Use Regulatory Board and concreted portions
of the road and drainage in the area.

Meanwhile, the LGU distributed Transfer Certificates
of Title to 95 families of the Immaculada Concepcion
Homeowners Association in Barangay Cuambogan,
who had been in actual possession of the lots for 16
years, through the City Housing and Land Management
Office (CHLMO).

CHLMO Housing and Homesite Officer IV Raul
Becerro Jr. said that the beneficiaries had dnce
been unable to cope with the payment of their land
taxes which paved the way for the Office ef then-
Representative Ariel Olano to allocate funds for its
payment,

The congressional office then transferred the rights
for the appropriate disposition of said lots to the Tagum
LGU, which saw the propriety of distributing thelots to
the families who had been living in the site for close
to two decades already.

Both groups of beneficiaries to this recent distribution
of certificates of land title had been tagged and validated
by the CHLMO to ensure that the land beneficiaries,
who are afforded the security of tenure as espoused
in the EAGLE WINGS program, are those that really
deserve it.

To date, the city's housing office has tagged and
validated more than 4000 informal settler families to
be affected by different circumstances that need to
be resettled and/or relocated. TIO @tribunephl_Sna
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PITC foils DENR’s 6-game run

- GamesonJan 5
{Paco Arenia)
3:30 pm — DENR vs PhiHealth
S:OOW-NHacanmagPSCvsAgﬁeque

Judiciary, National Housing Au-
thority and Philippine Internation-
al Trading Corporation (PITC) kept
their hopes for the second outright
semis berths alive by posting con-
trasting wins in the 8th UNTV Cup
held over the weekend at the San
Juan City gym.

Of the three, it was the PITC
Global Traders who produced the
biggest win, stunning the erst-
while unbeaten Department of En-

vironment and Natural Resources
Warriors, 74-64.

With Rod Vasailo doing a little
of everything, the Global Traders
of started to pull away in the sec-
ond quarter and hand the War-
riros their first defeat in seven
matches in the tournament or-
ganized by UNTV president and
CEQ Dr. Daniel Razon for public

~servants.

DENR's defeat pushed idle
and defending champion Armed
Forces of the Philippines to the
top with a 7-1 record.

The Builders of coach Ben-
neth Palad, on the other hand,

S e Lulpy

PITC's Rod Vasallo goes to the basket during

74-64 win over the DENR Warriors in the UNTV

gym.

hiked their record to 6-3 with
a 100-96 win over the also fan
PhilHealth Plus.

Alvin Vitug and Marvin Mercado
formed NHAs 1-2 punch as they
registered 24 and 22 points, re-
spectively. Mercado completed
a double-double by grabbing 13
boards.

The Judiciary Magis, mean-
time, stretched their winning run
to four games by downing the
slumping Department of Agricul-
ture Food Masters, 81-72, to tie
idle Malacafiang-Philippine Sports;
Commission, and PITC for fourth
to sixth places at 5-3.

the team’s stunning
Cup at the San Juan
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Cagayan, Cordillera infra projects completed under P4.3-B JICA-DENR forestland program
INFRASTRUCTURE projects warth P86 million under the 9.244 hillion ven (about P4.3 billion) For-
estland Management Project (FMP) of the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) and the
Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) have been completed, JICA reported
. on Tuesday. In a statement, JICA said the projects that were recently turned over to local govern-
ment units include bridge, roads, and irrigation facilities in Nueva Yizcaya and Quirino provinces in
Cagayan Vatley, and Ifugac in the Cordillera Administrative Region (CAR). The JICA-DENR 10-year
program aims te protect 71,300 hectares of forests in the country’s watershed areas, including
. the Jalaur Watershed in ltoilo, Upper Magat and
Cagayan River Basins, and Pampanga River Basin.
“The agroforestry infrastructure support iike roads
and bridges are meant to support the livelihood
_ activities of the people’s organizations (POs) in the
project areas. Likewise, JICA will continue to sup-
port the training of POs so they can manage their
entarprises and keep their organizations viable,”
CENR - JICA Philippines Senior Representative Yo Ebisawa
THE 3.38-kifometer farm-to-marketroad  said in a statement. Aside from infrastructure, the
In Diffun, Quirino i5 one of the recently FMP. which is scheduled for completian by 2022,
completed infrastructures under the JICA-  also provides training and enterprise deveiopment
DENR Forestland Management Project. support to some 149 POs.
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Philippines-China 2020 ;

I must admit — my ideal image
of a diplomat from China has to
be Zhao Jianhua, the Chinese
Ambassador to the Philippines
from 2014 to 2019, perhaps the most
unpredictable and exciting years in
Philippines and China relations.

The tides that these years brought
were tumultuous and rocky, but led
to the strong ties that we have today.

Ambassador Zhao carried
everything with such ease, having
calm demeanor, forever smiling, his
signature Chinese traditional clothes
always at tip-top shape.

Despite his towering presence,
vou will never feel intimidated
around Ambassador Zhao, who
steered the diplomatic ship away
from the dangercus waves and to
the calinest shores.

That's why it came as a surprise
to me that Ambassador Zhao's
tenure in the Philippines was not
extended, although I am admittedly
unaware of Chinese foreign policy
with their diplomatic officials. But
whatever the reason, I thought
that Ambassador Zhao should have
been granied an exception and
allowed to stay until the end of this
Administration. This was my thinking
until [ met the new Ambassador to
the Philippines, H.E. Huang Xilian.

Ambassador Huang arrived on
- 2 December and he has not rested
since. His blitzkrieg meetings have
brought him to the offices of all the
key government officials.

He has met with President
Rodrigo Duterte, Speaker Alan
Peter Cayetane, and a number of
Cabinet Secretaries. At this rate, he
should be done meeting the entire
topdevel government officials by
Christmas Day.

A seasoned diplomat, Ambassador
Huang is an expert in ASEAN affairs,
having been previously deployed
as China's envoy to the ASEAN in
Jakarta, Indonesia.

He previously served in India,
Brunei, the USA and Pakistan.

And at Monday's Christmas Party
of the Chinese Embassy for the
Media, I saw that Ambassador Huang

Ay

has all the tools to
bring the diplomatic
relations of Philippines
and China to a higher
level, especially in
2020 — the 4bth year
from the establishment
of China-Philippines
relations.

In his welcoming
remarks, Ambassador °

Huang highlighted the (JUIQ VADIS

figures to show the Dapen M. de Jesus

strong relations our
two countries have been enjoying.
China is a top trading partner
of the Philippines with the
bilateral trade volume reaching
$49.8 billior at year-on-year growih
of 7.2 percent, Bananas were
of special mention, with more
than 1.1 million tons of bananas
exported to China within the first
three quarters of 2019, amounting
to $493 million. Chinese tourists
in the Philippines spiked to 1.5
million as of Qctober 2019, a huge
increase from the previous years.
China's unwavering
support to the ¢§§
Administration’s Despite
“Build, Build, pg -
Build” Program was towering
meptmned, with the presence,
projects and numbers ., iy
};;Spr v c;td %ﬁ"&a never feel
proviaec 1Unas - 4, imidated
for the Chico River il
Pump krigation, New
Centennial Water Ambassador
Source — Kaliwa Dama, 210, who
and the Philippine Steered the
National Railway's d@iplomatic
South Long Haul Ship away
Commuter Rail, not Jfrom the
to mention the total dangerous
of 10 projects already waves
completed. and to the
A total of $388 calmest
million in grants and shores.
$500 million soft
lpans have been given, with a
promise of around $421 million more
in grants.
Incidentally, 20 December will
also be the celebration of the 20th
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Anniversary of Macau's
return to China,

Ambassador Huang
took this opportunity
to remind everyone on
how the “One Country,,
Two Systems” policy
can work, with Macau:
reaping the benefits
, of its geod relations
=% with its mother country,

China.

Ambassador Huang
then bit the bullet, and
went straight to discussing ‘the”
situation in Hong Kong, something
rather controversial, yet important
to the hearts of Filipinos with the
estimated 230,000 overseas Flhpmos
workers there.

Ambassador Huang said that
China’s main concern is restoring
peace and order, and the safety of
all those in Hong Kong, including
Filipinos.

The program went on to entertain
all those in attendance. I was
fortunate enough to sit in the
VIP table close enough to the
Ambassador for him to cheers' my
shot glass with as many mouiai as
I can drink.

Moutai is a highly potent Chinese
hard drink, of the same caliber (or
even higher) than absinthe. Note
that he made sure that both our shot
glasses were filled to the brim when
he and I toasted — an honor I will
always cherish. It didn’t help that
he had a server waiting behind him
ready to refill the shot glass seconds
after being emptied.

Moutai aside, it was certainly
an enjoyable evening. The Chinese
Embassy also awarded winners
of their viogging contest, and had
surprise numbers by El Gamma
Penumbra and KZ Tandigan, who
apparently is very famous in China.
This was a fitting event to end the
vear 2019, and a good preview on
what China will bring in 2020.

Ewmazl: darren.dejesus@abogados.ph
or tweet @darrendefesus.
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HREE mining companies

from the Philippines were

adjudged winners at the
recently concluded second Asean
Mineral Awards (AMA) held in
Bangkok, Thailand.

The awarzds is a biennial event
that recognizes mineral resource
companies for achieving best prac-
tices in environmentally and so-
clally sustainable operations.

The winners, all members of the
Chamber of Mines of the Philip-
pines (COMP), arelarge-scale min-
ers that passed the environmental
standards set by miningregulators.

Coral Bay Nickel Corp., which
operates anickel processingplant
in Rio Tuba, Bataraza, Palawan,
emerged with the best practic-
es award for the Philippines in
the metallic mineral processing
category. Rio Tuba Nickel Min-
ing Corp., also in Bataraza, was
named runner-up in the metallic
mineral mining category while
Agata Mining Ventures Inc. was
also named runner-up in the Me-
tallic mineraldistribution catego-
ry. In the non-metallic category,
Lafargeholcim bagged runner-up
awards in both the mining and

PHL miners bag Aseanaward

processing categories.

The AMA is an initiative of the
Asean mining ministers to recog-
nize best practices in sustainable
mineral mining, processing and
distribution among its various
member-countries.

The Awards, launched in 2017
in Myanmar, saw the Philippines
garnering 2 of the 3 awards hand-
ed out, with Rio Tuba Nickel rec-
ognized for best mining practices
and OceanaGold Philippines Ine.
forbest plant. Since then, the AMA
has been expanded to six catego-
ries, with nonmetallic minerals
separate from metallic minerals.

“We are extremely pleased that
again, Philippine minerals resource
companieswererecognized for best
practicesin thevarious categories,”
Gerard Brimo, COMP chairman,
said in a statement. _

“We hope this recognition will
demonstrate that we have world-
class mineral operations in our
countryevenaswein COMP strive
to raise the bar by subscribing to
new global mining standards of
excellence, such as the Towards
Sustainable Mining initiative.

Jonathan L. Mayuga
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UN more determined after COP2f5‘

By Elmer N. Manuel
@trebunephl_lmer

Negotiations at the COP25 United Nattons (UN) climate
conference in Madrid ended on Sunday, wrapping up an event
which saw much progress made by the private sector, and by
national, regional and local governments,

program and technology — but an overall deal was held up
over disagreement on the larger, and more contentious issues
dealing with loss and damage caused by man-made climate
change, as well as financing for adaptation,

Weary negotiators worked at the request of the Chilean
president of the COP, but a draft version of the cutcome
text released on Saturday morning was reported to have

Buf as progress was achieved, there was Wldesprea,d LN underwhelmed all parties to the negotiations, with

disappointment that no overall consensus was reached on %

increased climate ambition.

UN Secretary General Anténio Guterres expressed his
feelings on Twitter, but refused to see the conference as
a defeat, and wrote that he is “more determined than
ever to work for 2020 to be the year in which all countries
commit to do what science tells us is necessary to reach
carbon neutrality in 20560 and a no more than 1.5 degree
temperature rise.”

By Friday, when the conference had been expected to
end, agreement on some tmportant issues had been reached
by negotiators, for example on capacity building, a gender

g§ representatives of non-government organizations and civil
“8s%" society deseribing it as unacceptable and a betrayal of

the commitinents made under the 2015 Paris Agreement.

By Saturday evening, there was still. no sign of a deal,
prompting acclaimed 16-year-old activist Greta Thunberg, one
of the high-profile speakers at the Climate Action Summit held
at UN Headguarters in September, to announce that “it seems
like COP25 in Madrid is falling apart right now. The science is
clear, but the science is being ignored.”

Despite the disappointment voiced at the contents of the
outcome document, several announcements made during the
two-week conference to indicate progress.

[
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mimaté- groups sa Global leader:
‘Dirty Coal, tuldukan!’ :

Dalawang araw bago
ang gaganaping 25th
Conference of Parties
(COP) sa The United Na-

" tions Framework Conven-

tion on Climate Change
{UNFCCC), nagkaisa ang

climate justice advocates -

sa Pilipinas na magsa-
g%_lwa ng Giobal Climate
ike upang himukin ang
mga nasa gobyerno na
tuidukan at pigilan ang
Baggamit ng ‘coal’ o kar-
on bilang enerhiya sa
bansa.

SaManita, ang Power
for People Coalition (P4P)
ay nagsuot ng costume
ng Spanish-speaking car-
toon character Dora the
Explorer upang himukin

ang giobal leaders na
dadalo sa COP sa Mad-
rid, Spain na sabihin
ang “hasta la vista to
dirty. and costly energy
from coal.”

Sinabi ni P4P Con-
venor Gerry Arances
na, nitong 2018, ang
‘global energy-related
emissions’ ay tumaas
ng 1.7%. At nito lamang
nakaman%dLinggo, iniulat
ng World Meteorological
Organization {WMCO)? na
umabot na sa ‘critical
level’' na 400 parts per
million (ppm) ang carbon
dioxide (CO2) concen-
tration. Gayunpaman,
sa kabila na malaki na
ang epekio sa kiima ng

paggamit ng ‘coal’, ay
may mga bago na pa- |
mang proyekto nito ang
itinatayo sa bansa. At
sa katunayan umano ay
579 gigawatt (GW) ng
bagong planta ng kar-
bon ang nasa ‘pipeline
globally.” .

ANng panawagan
tulduka?n o hadlangan ng.
ang paggamit ng karbon
sa enerhiya ay sinupor-
tahan ng mga grupo sa
komunidad sa bansa,
na kinabibiangan ng La
Union, Quezon, Palawan,
Masbate, Pangasinan,
Cebu, Negros Occidental,
Leyte, Lanap De! Norte,
Davao, at Cagayan De

roe.

-
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Climate group seeks
clean energy policy

CLIMATE and environmental advocates
arid other. non-government organiza-
tions reminded administration officials
Tuesday to pursue more clean energy as
directed by President Rodrigo Duterte
during his state-of-the-nation address,
The Power for People Coalition (P4P),
a broad network of clean energy advocates
from across the Philippines, said the eur-
rent administration must “walk Duterte’s
clean energy talk” by reviewing existing
policies in the energy sector which enabled
the dominance of destructive and expen-

| sive electricity from coal at the cost of con-

sumers’ welfare,

“These past weeks, Filipinos from all
walks of life knocked on different cor-
porate and government bodies to hold
them accountable for enabling coal to
heavily burden Filipinos with its costly
price and the detrimenta] impacts it
brings to the environment and its host
communities,” said Gerry Arances, P4P
convenor. Alena Mae S. Flores

e
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Phoenix supports clean energy
mix with new partnership

The agreement will make the genset units available in the Philippines with the corresponding commissioning,
training, and technical support from the USA

Phoenix Petroleum, the fastest-growing
and leading independent oil company in the
Philippines, reinforces its thrust for cleaner
energy and diversified energy sources through
2 new deal with a manufacturer, distributor,
and operator of generator sets that can run
ont raw welthead gas, LNG, CNG and propane
rich LPG. The partnership was made official
with a memorandum of agreement (MoA)
between Phoenix Pilipinas Gas and Power Inc.,
a wholly-owned subsidiary of Phoenix Petreleum
Philippines, Ine. and Mesa Natural Gas Solutions
LLC, an American company based in Casper,
Wyoming. The MocA was signed by Dennis Uy,
president and CEO of PPPI, and Scott Gromer,
president and CEO of Mesa Natural Gas Solutions
LLC on 11 December at the UDENNA Tower in
BGC, Taguig City.

The agreement will make the genset
units available in the Philippines with the
corresponding commissioning,, training,
and fechnical support from the USA. Both
companies are expecting the deal to promote
the use of gas and broaden the Philippines'
energy mix. The project also aims to contribute
to the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources’ initiatives on Clean Development
Mechanism.

Present during the signing were Zachary
Soukup, director of international development
of Mesa Natural Gas Solutions LLC based in
Oklahoma City and Henry Albert Fadullon,
COQ of PPPI

“Through this valuable project, we will
be able to further support the Philippine
government’s thrust to broaden our energy mix
and move closer towards cleaner energy. Gas,
heing available in many parts of the world,

-3 1 RRARIN UV

5 ..$_
é.« BOETT GROMEN i
' e

PHOENIX Petroleum Philippines Inc. president and CEQ Dennis Uy shakes hands with Mesa Natural

Gas Soiutions LLC President and CEO Scott Gromer at the signing of a memerandum of agreement

between the two companies.

will allow us to diversify and stabilize our
energy sources as we help the country better
secure its energy requirements. Considering
the innovative properties of this technology,
remote areas of the country that suffer from

- unreliable power supply and quality can

greatly benefit from it, including businesses in
the hospitality and manufacturing industries,”
Fadullon said.

He also said the genset technology will

allow the use of propane rich LPG as a

transition fuel while the availability of LNG is
still being developed. Phoenix LPG Philippines
Inc. will supply propane rich LPG as the

feed-stock to the Mesa gensets.

Often used in upstream operations
providing power for remote locations even
without access to the main grid, Mesa genset
units are compact, mobile, and can be
custom-engineered to fit the requirements of
the clients. The performance of the gensets
can be monitored remotely on a realtime
basis and immediate action can be taken on-site
if needed.

Also present during the MoA signing was
Keenan Ugarte, Director of Primeiro Partners,
the strategic advisor to Mesa Natural Gas
Solutions LLC.
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Republic of the Phllipplnes
Department o! Environmeant and MNatural Kesourcas

——Erw NAT#ONAL WATER RESOURCES BOARD
—..‘i '*‘h::;,":."-"/ Bin Eloor MIA Bldg,, ELSA, Difrsn, Quesnon Clty, Fhiigpinas 1300
GOODHANDS WATER SPECIALISTS, INC.,,
Applicant, Case No, 19-2812

SECOND ‘NIOI‘ICF OF HEARING
This is an applicstion for Certificate of Public Contwvenience 10 operdte and
maintain 8 waterworks system within Ibiza Towshomes snd Clayton Helghts
Subdivisions, Barangays Maly, Guinayang and :Malsnday, mumnicipality of San Mateg,
province of Rizal, with the following proposed rates;
PROPOSED RATES

Residential / Imhluﬂom! { Public Taps Commercial 7 Indnatrial
Consamption, o, m. Peso / cum. Consumption, cu. o, Peso / coum,
i 110_(%&)_ Pzﬂg;zgs@iﬂl_ 025 (min) £ 1,136.80 (i)
s e | en
;i»; Ss% ig:g; Cvez 1000 7728

Motice is hereby given that this application will e initially heard by the Board
on Junuary 13, 2020, hearing will start at 9:00 o’ clock in the morning at the WWRE-
WUD Conference Room, §™ Floor, NIA Building, EDSA, Queron City at which fivwe
applicant sliabl present its evidence.

At least fifteen (15) days prior to the scheduled hcm-ing, appliemt shail
publish this notice once in a daily newspaper of peoeral circulation in the provinee of
Rizal and send by personad delivery or registered mail a copy of (i) the application and
its attechments, and {ii) this'notice, to all affected parties appesying on page 2 hereof.

Parties vpposed to the granting of the application must file their writien
oppusilion Supperted by documentary evidence gn or befbore the above scheduled date
of hearing, furnishing 2 copy of the same 1o the applicant.

Failure on the part of any affected party to file its opposition on time and
sppear zt the heering will be coustrued as a waiver of their right @ be heard and the
Board will proceed to hear and decide Gie application based on the evidence subunitted:

Likewise, failure by the spplicant to appear at the hearing shall amosnt to lack
efinterest on its part aud the instant application shell be dismissed accosdingly.
Wintess the Honorable Execwive Direcior of the National Water Resowrees

vart this % 3 bexr Z019. ;
P ANRSE AET AR P By Authority of the Board:

. SEVI'LLO’E. DAVID, JR. CESO I
Executive Dirvector

Affected Partles:

The Secretary The Homeowners Assa. President
Sangguniang Bayan Ibiza Townbomes & Clayton TTeights Subd,
Ban Mateo, Rizal Barangays Maly, Guinayang & Malanday
The Barangsy Chabmman San Mateo, Rizal

Batangays Mady Gumayang Tha Administrator

& Mulanday, San Metropolitan Watarworks & Sewernge System
MWSS Compound, Katipunan Road

Balara, Quezon City 1105

A \
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£y FeptsTo €3En Pt
~ Depertment of Emiranment and Natural Resourcies
E Tdhwbﬁwl%
—— 9267041 10 43 S20-&25;
T Wabkshe: 1 p ]
Admintsirtive Orgiar BEC 1 12018
No, 20182
SUBECT :  AMEMDMENT OF ITEM OF THE DENA

In the intareat of sarvice and for purposss of providing clarity on i fnencial
- undor DENA Order (DAY No. 2049-13 apued on 24
Ocstobor 20118, Rem i, Section 4{6) of said DAQ b heveby smanded s follows:

b) Fora - oa i I capikal mitst
be at laast sbay por cantam 6056} ownad by citizens of the Phippines. A
minmum suliorized Lol

fowtnly-Live
suhacribed and paki wi in A0 cana shall the pab-up capitsl be keis than
P250,000,000.00, For conpaitiums, one of it members Mus pokwsss thase:
quakfications.

Al othér orders and b nies andd and parts thamol
petent with this -Onder Sng odsby modiSied or A

This Order shall bake 2floct Meen {15) days folowing its complele publication in
2 rowspaper of genacs! circulxtion wnd egishalion with e Offics of the Naione!
Adrrinkdrative Register.

(Bandars - Docamblr 149, 2040}
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