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Congress should impose heavy tax on single-use
plastic bags — DENR

By EHARISSA M, LUCI-ATIENZA

As far as the Department of En-
vironment and Natural Resources
(DENIt) is concerned, single-use
plastic bags should be heavily taxed
by Canigress to discourage its use and
help address the alarming plastic
pollution in the country.

DENR Undersecretary for Solid

“1 propose that rather than ban-
ning i, we should tax it. We should
impose heavy tax,” Antiporda said.

He said the P10 excise tax for ev-
ery kila of single-use plastic bag as
proposed under Suansing’s bill is not
enough to deter the use of plastics.

“1t should be higher because
when we impose higher tax, the
cost will be shouldered by Juan dela

Waste Management and Local Gov-
erniment Units Concerns Benny An-
tiporda made the call as the House
Committee on Ways and Mearns is set
to invite the DENR to ask its position
on House Bill 178 which seeks to im-
pose P10 excise tax for every kilo of
single-use plastic bag removed from
the place of production, or released
from the customs house.

Cruz and they will be discouraged
to buy that. They will definitely go
for cheaper products,” Antiporda
said.

The DENR official said they will
come up with a proposal that will not
only discourage the use of single-
use plastics, but even residuais or
garbage or thrash that cannot be
recycled.
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Obligasyon ng mga plastic manufacturers
HALA BIRAY

NI ALLAR
ENCARNACION
NAMALENGKE ako sa
isang supermarket sa
Congressional, QC nito
lang nakaraang araw.
Natuwa tayo dahil totally
ay wala na silang pinag-

bibiling plastic bag.

Ipatutupad na pala ng
OC government ang pag-
babawal sa single used plas-
tic mula sa Janua 024.
Noong nakaraang buwan,
inifiayag ni Panguiong
Duterte ang planong pag-
babawal sa single used plas-
tic sa buong bansa.

May mga traders na
umaangal sa ganitong pl-
aria ng OQC. Para sa ibang
o, maliit na bagay ang
plastic ban. Ang hindi nila
nalalaman, sa bawat isang
plastic na bumabara sa
ating mga waterways, ma
isang iresponsableng Pili-
pino ang gumagala.

Isipin nating mabuti,
kung may 100 milyong Pi-
noy ang gagamit ng plastic

at itatapon lamang kung
saan, baka kailangan na
natin ng 100 na barko ni
Noah para makasakay na-
man ang mga walang ki-
nalaman sa pagkakalat ng
plastic.

Huwa natin
pasasakayin sa barko ang
mga gumagawa ng non-
biodegradable plastic da-
hil sila iyong unang tutol sa
plastic ban para kapag
nagbaha, sila lang ang
malulunod!

Noong una pang lumu-
tang ang isyu sa plastic
ban, umangalagad ang mga
K/}astic manufacturers.

asyado raw mahal ang
puhunan para mak?a§<
produce ng biodegradable
plastic bags.

Iyong biedegrable plas-
tic ay kusang nalulusaw
makalipas ang ilang araw,
lalo na kapag nababad sa
tubig.

Ang totoo, mas gusio
ko sana iyong tac na nalu-
lusaw na lamang bigla
kapag iresponsable sa pag-
tatapon ng mga basura.
Palagay ko marami-ram-
ing malalagas sa popu-
lasyon natin kung totoo
ngang nalulusaw agad ang
mga walanghivang Pilipi-
no na walang malasakit sa
ka.nyan]g kapaligiran.

Naalala ko tuloy nang
matrapik ako minsan sa
isang tulay sa Nueva Ecija.
May humintong isang
mamahaling pickup at
bumaba silang buong

pamilya. Akala ko naman
tatanaw lang sa ilog dahil
traffic, iyon pala, mag-
tatapon ng napakaraming
basural

Hindikolang alam kung
buhay pa ang mag-anak na
iyon kung natulpad ang
Fusto kong 1Ina uge}w Si-
ang mga walanghiya sa
kalﬁ(asgn. Jar
Ang tanong, sa matagal
na panahon ay nakinabang
na nang husto ang mga
plastic makers, ngayong
may aggressive campai
laban sa mga non-biode-
grable plastic, hindi pa ba
sila makagawa ng nalulus-
aw na produkto?

May tinatawag na cor-
porate social responsibili-

—

ties, ito na ang pagkakata-~
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BULOK NA SOFA, REF AT
GULONG INANOD NG BAHA

MAKATI CITY -
INEHAYAG ng Met-
rapolitan Manila De-
velopment Authority
(MMDA) na karami-
lian sa mga basurang
kanilang nakolekta
mula sa Metro Ma-
nila pumping sta-
tlons ay mga sofa,
refrigerator at mga
fulong matapos ang
bagyong “Tisoy”™.

Sa  pahayag ng
MMDA, nasa 304
cubic meters na mga
basura na nakuha mula
sa Vitas pumping sta-
tion na siyang pinaka-
mulaki sa Metro Ma-
nila ay mula lamang

sa dalawang drainage
System.

Sa kasalukuyan ay
may walong truck ang
napuno ng basura na
nakeolekta ng MMDA
mula sa walong pum-
ping stations.

Ayon pa sa MMDA
hindi lamang sa mga

waterways  sila  ku-
mokelakta ng hasura

na nagkalat kundi pati
na rin sa Aurora Boule-
vard dahil sa bagyo.
Sa pahayag ng
MMDA na kung ang
bagyong Tisoy ay mas
falong lumakas at fu-
magal pa ay maar-
ing ang mga basurang

naanod ng baha ay bu-
malik sa mga tao lato
na sa may 379 na ba-
rangay na madalas ba-
hain dahil malapit ito
sa mga river at creeks.

Pahayag pa ng
MMDA na karami-

han sa mga basurang
nakolekta o *di kaya
ay 80% ay mula sa

mga informal scttler
kung kaya  hiniling

ng MMDA sa mga ito
pati na rin sa mga lo-
cal government unit na
magkarcon ng koordi-
nasyon sa pagkolekta
ng mga solid waste.
MARIVIC
FERNANDEZ

nicecalma@gmail.com HUWEBES 12.05.19
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HE problem of accumulating mountains
'} of plastic garbage around the world
| today is the result of years of unthinking
i' human behavior. In the beginning, plastics
| were hailed as new malerial for wrapping,
’ packaging, retailing, and preserving goods

ofall kinds — food, medidne, drinks, commaon
{ household goods. They replaced paper,
cloth, leather, wood, and other natural
materials. They were easily manufactured
and the supply was inexhaustible.

Paper, wood, cloth, and other natural
materials are such that they decay and return
to the earth to become new plants which;, in
turn, become food for animais. In time, the
animals too return to the earth, to become
parts of new plants and animals.

But not plastics. This human invention
does not follow the natural arder of decaying
after certain pericds of time. This makes
them useful for keeping food and drinks,
medicine and other human needs for long
pericds of time. They are so good at this
that, according to scientific studies, they
can last for over 450 years.” Thus the
plastics created decades ago remain as they
are to this day, undiminisfad in substance or
shape. And they are turiing into mountains
of garbage on‘land and sea.

The world’s cceans are said to be filling up
with plastics of all kinds — bottles and bottle
caps, wrappers and bags, plastic spoons
and forks, stirrers and stiaws, sachets for
selling medicine tablets, Cgarette stubs. And
the Philippines is the winld's No. 3 source
of plastic garbage today, next to China and
Indonesia.

|

EDITORIAL

It could be the
start of a solution

The world’s foremost users of plastics to
sell their products — mostly food and medicine
— have awakened to the irresponsibillty
and have pledged to stop using plastics by
a certain year. Restaurants around the world
have stopped the use of singte-use plastics
such as straws, knives, and forks,

Last  week, Quezon City Mayor Joy
Belmonte announced the approval of
Ordinance 2876 banning the use of all kinds
of disposable plastics in the city’s restaurants
and grocery stores. The city government has
decided to do its part to solve the piastics
problem. If all the other local governments in
the country and around the world and all
individuals and famities similarly do their part,
the mountains of plastic garbage around the
world would stop rising.

Scientists could then take over and devise
ways to break down the plastics already
dumped around the world. And they could
invent biodegradable plastics — looking Iike
the same kind of useful wrappers and
bags and knives and forks, but with a big
difference — they would be like wood and
paper and leather that would disintegrate in
time and become part of the natural order
of things.

That may well be off far into the future.
We need more local governments like Quezon
City, more food and medicine producers and
more consumers who will stop now — not
later — the purchass of consumer goods of
all kinds that use plastics. If this rove gains
support around the world, that would be
the start of a solution to this hazard of our
times.
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It could be the
start of a solution

he problem of accumulating mountains

of plastic garbage around the world

today is the result of years of unthink-

ing human behavior. In the beginning,
plastics were hailed as new material for wrap-
ping, packaging, retailing,and pteserving goods
of all kinds - food, medicine, drinks, comrmon
household goods. They replaced paper, cloth,
leather, wood, and other natural materials. They
were easily manufactured and the supply was
inexhaustible.

Paper, wood, cloth, and other natural materials
are such that they decay and return to the earth
to become new plants which, in turn, become
food for animals. In time, the animals too return
to the earth, to become parts of new plants and
animals.

But not plastics. This human invention does
not follow the natural order of decaying after
certain periods of time. This makes them useful
for keeping foad and drinks, medicine and other
human needs for long periods of time. They are
so goad at this that, according to scientific stud-
ies, they can last for over 450 years. Thus the
plastics created decades ago remain as they are
to this day, undiminished in substance or shape.
And they are turning into mountains of garbage
on land and sea,

The world's oceans are said to be filling up
with plastics of all kinds — bottles and bottle caps,
wrappers and bags, plastic spoons and forks,
stirrers and straws, sachets for selling medicine
tablets, cigaretie stubs . And the Philippines is
the world’s No. 3 source of plastic garbage today,

" next to China and Indonesia.

The world’s foremost users of plastics to sell
their products - mostly food and medicine -
have awakened to the irresponsibillty and have
pledged to stop using plastics by a certain year .
Restaurants around the world have stopped the
use of single-use plastics such as straws, knives,
and forks.

Last week, Quezon City Mayor Joy Belmonte
announced the approval of Ordinance 2876 ban-
ning the use of all kinds of disposable plastics in
the city’s restaurants and grocery stores. The city
government has decided to do its part to solve
the plastics problem. If all the other local govern-
ments in the country and around the world and
all individuals and families similarly do their pazt,
the mountains of plastic garbage around the world
waould stop rising.

Scientists could then take over and devise ways
to break down the plastics already dumped around
the world. And they could invent biodegradable
plastics — looking like the same kind of useful
wrappers and bags and knives and forks, but with a
big difference - they would be like wood and paper
and leather that would disintegrate in time and
become part of the natural order of things.

That may well be off far into the future. We
need more local governments like Quezon City,
more food and medicine producers and more
consumers who will stop now — not later - the
purchase of consumer goods of all kinds that use
plastics. If this move gains support around the
world, that would the start of a solution to this
hazard of our times.
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Navoteno
families gain
land titles

By Jun David

MAYOR Toby Tiangco recently led
the distribution of land titles to resi-
dents of Brgv. North Bay Boulevard
North.

PAGE

Some 190) members of Samahan ng.

Mamamayang Nagkakaisa ng NBBN
Inc. received land titles from the De-
partment of Environment and Natural
Resources.

“I'm happy that after 23 years, you
now hold in your hands the title to
your property. You may now sleep
soundly, assured in the knowledge
that you have legal ownership of your
land,” Tiangco said.

“I trust that you will take care of
your property and you will be respon-
s;ble in paying your real property

ax,” he added.

'I'hc mayor noted that the process-

g of the land titles started when he

was still vice mayor.

“Back then, this area was classified
for industrial use. We had to convert
it to residential so the DENR could
proceed with the processing of land
titles,” he explained.

The Navotas Revised Comprehen-
sive Land Use Plan, which contained

the reclassification or conversion of

land use, was approved in 2018,
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OWER

PAGE 1 BANNER  EDITORIAL CARTOOM

STORY STORY .
12-05-19
DATE




o STRATEGIC
COMMUNICATION
e [NITIATIVES
— S
e SERVICE
e __

TT(E:

i ’E UPPE?
PAGE OWER

B Fltspommpcn s e P AMETRALNS T AGAL OO BA ELaims

PAGE 1/

N I

PAGE BANNER  EDITORIAL  CARSOON
STORY S10RY

F-05-19

DATE

190 indibidwal, tumanggap

ng land title

Eksaktong 20 araw bago sumapit
ang I"asko, labis ang kasiyahan ng
may 190 indibiduwal, matapos
na mabigyan ng titulo ng lupa ng
Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) at ng
pamahalaang lungsod ng Navotas.

Isa-isang tinanggap ng mga
kasapi ng Samahan ng Mamamayang
Nagkakaisa ng Inc. (SAMANA)
sa Barangay North Bay Boulevard
{NBBN) ang titulo ng lupa mula sa
Office of the Mayor ng lungsod, at sa
DENR National Capital Region (NCR)

na kinakatawan ni regional executive
director Jacqueline Caancan.

Ayon kas sa [okal na pamahalaan
ng lungsed, 23 taon din ang hinintay
bago napasakamay ng mga residente
ng nabanggit na barangay ang
kanilang land title.

Dating industrial area ang
nasabing lugar kaya kinailangan
pa itong bagukin ng DENR upang
maging residential para ma-proseso
ang mga titulo.

Orly L. Barcala
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~ Pamilyang Navoteiios

PINANGUNAHAN i
Mayor Toby Tiangco
noong Lunes ang pamii-
mahagi ng titulo ng lupa
58 mga residente n§ Brgy.
North Bay Boulevard
North (NBBN).

Nasa 190 kasapi ng
Samahan RE ama-
mayang Nagkakaisa n

N%nc. (SAMANA
ang nakatanggap ng mga
titulo ng lupa mula sa
Department of
Environment and Natural
Resources.

“Natutuwa po tayo
ha pagkatapos ng 23
taon, napasakamay n'yo
na ang titulo sa inyong

ag-aari. Makatutulog na
aKo nang mahimbin
dahil alam ninyong lega
na kayong may-ari ng
inyon}\gI lupa,” ani Tiangco.

“Nagtitiwala po aka
na pangangalagaan ninyo
ang inyong pag-aari at
magiging responsable
kayo sa pagbabayad ng
inyong amilyar,” paalala

niya.

alkalde, sinimulan ang
Froseso ng mga titulo ng
upa noong siva ay vice
mayor pa amang.
“Dati, industrial pa

ang gamit ng lugar na jto, |
Kinailanganiton baguhin |
para maging residential at -

maituloy ang Fa,g -
prosesc ng-mga titulo,”
paliwanaﬁ ni Tiangea.
Ang Navotas Revised
Comprehensive Land Use
Plan, na naglalaman ng
mga reclassification o
conversion of land use, a
naaprobahan noong 2018,

abilang sa dumalo

5a pamamaha&i ng titulo
sina  DENKR-National
Capital Region Regional
Executive Director Jac-
gueline Caancan, NBBN
unong Barangay Melvin
Manalo, atmga opisyal ng
SAMANA " Inc.,” na
Finangu.nahan ng kani-
ang pangulong si Amalia
Igot. N DAVID)

Binanggit dinh ng
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LEGACY Residents of Bolinao credit the late National Scientist Edgardo Gomez (left) for putting

BANNER
STORT

12-05-19
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this coastal town in Pangasinan province on the world’s marine conservation and tourism maps
through his work at the University of the Philippines Marine Science [nstitute. —pHoTOS BY NING
JESUS ORBET A AND WILLIE LOMIBAQ

By Yolanda Sotelo
@yzsotelolNQ

DAGUPAN CITY—He may be
gone but a legacy of National
Scientist Edgarde Gomez in the
once sleepy coastal town of
Bolinao in Pangasinan province,
will transcend generations.

It was in 1985 when Gomez,
the founding director of the Uni-
versity of the Philippines Ma-
rine Science Institute {UPMSL),
put up the UPMSI-Bolinao Ma-
rine Laboratory on Silaki Island
in Bolinao for clam research pro-
grams and conservation.

The laboratory maintains a
hatchery for gilant clams (Tri-
dacna gigas), locally known as
“takiobo,” that began to breed
clams from Sclomon Island
more than three decades ago.

Gornez’s initiative was a
success and even earned for
Bolinac the moniker “Giant
Clams Capital of the Philip-
pines,” former Mayor Jesus Ce-
leste said.

Before his death on Sunday at
81, Gomez’s taklobo project has
already cultured 35,000 aduit and
11,000 juvenile giant clamns, saving
these from impending extinction.

“It was because of Dr. Gomez
that Bolinao was opened to the
scientific world, and it was be-
cause of him that the communi-
ty learned about the importance
of the marine environment to
their lives,” environmental ac-
tivist Margaret Celeste told the
Ingquirer on Wednesday.

Fight vs cement plant

Celeste and other residents
of Bolinao are crediting Gomez
not only for bringing back the
giant clam population in the
country but also for helping lo-
cal tourism grow.

“First, it was the local and in-
termational scientists who came
here [in Bolinao]. They may have
informed others of the town’s
beauty, encouraging mere tou-
rists to pay a visit. So the town
earned a spot in fourism because
of him {Gomez),” Margaret said.

The UPMS], through Gomez,
quietly supported the protract-
ed war against an international
consortium of companies that
wanted to establish a cement
plant in the town in the 1ggos.

The UPMSI issued science-
based statements on how the
multimillion dollar cement

EOITCRIAL  CARIOOH
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plant would have torn apart the
town’s pristine land and marine
environment. .

“Because of the support of
the UPMSI, that help from differ-
ent national and intemational
organizations poured into the
town. We owe it to Gomez's lead-
ership that Bolinao reached the
environmental consciousness it
hasnow, the former mayor said.

The tuwn is the source of giant
clams reseeded in over 50 reefs in

Atk

different coastal provinces, secur-
ing its survival for at least a gener-
ation, according to World Wide
Fund for Nature-Philippines:

Coral reef regeneration

It was also Gomez who started
the coral reef regeneration pro-
jects in the town and othey areas.

Ronaldi Torres, president of
Belinao Business Tourism Asso-
ciation, said it was from Gomez
that they learned how tourism

[’J'F'l-l‘* ASJ

“He was an internationally ac-
claimed seientist but he never
showed he was superior even to
the marginal fishermen. He was
an intellectual person but he was
very humble and knew how to
deal with everyone. He listened to
what everyone had to say. And he
was always smiling,” Torres said.

‘People person’

“He was a people person,” he
added.

At the UPMSI, Gomez's col-
leagues described him & “a vi-
sionary academic leader, a great
mentor and an honest and dedi-
cated public servant.”

Accerding to the National
Academy of Science and Tech-
nelogy, Gomez was a known re-
searcher, scientist, conserva-
tion advocate, and mentor jn in-
vertebrate biology and ecciogy,
giant ¢lam culture and restora-
tion, and coral reef assessment
and conservation.

Gomer was also recognized
for his outstanding contribu-
tions and researches on raarine
ecosystams, which became the
bases for management of and the
conservation programs ror the
country’s marine resources. INQ
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.
was tied with the environment.
“He told us, 'Without envi-
ronment, there is no tourism,’
and now that is the mantra that
we live by. Business, without
considering the environment, is
bound o fail, so we take care of
our environment, which is the
core of the town’s tourism pro-
grams and projects,” Torres said.
But what most residents re-
member is the way Gomez min-
gled with them.
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Mangrove keeps 15,000 residents in

Surigao del Sur safer from storm surges

i

R—

Photo shows officials and personnet of Bislig City CENRO planting man

By MIKE U. CRISMUNDO

About 15,000 residents along
the 162 -kilometer stretch of coasts
in the three towns at the northwest
seaboard of Bislig City in Mind-
anao will stand to survive the on-
slaught of strong seawater surges
from powerful typhoons due to
the fully-developed mangrove
plantations initiated by the Bislig
City Commurnity Environment and
Natural Resources Office (CENRO)
of the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR) in
Surigao del Sur.

This was the assessment made
by CENR officer Victar B. Sabornido
and other government forest-
ers and environmentalists when
they inspected the wast plantation
of mangrove under the National
Greening Program (NGP)} along
the coastal waters of Bislig Ciry,
Hinatuan, and Lingig in Surigao

del Sur.

“I felt happy of the accomplish-
ment made by the four people’s
organization that participated in
the NGP since 2011 to present,”
Sabornido said.

“It’s really amazing to see
these organizations put their best
efforts to develop the mangrove
plantation.”

The organizations engaged in
the NGP are the Mangrove and
Beach Forest Development Project
(MBFDP), the Yolanda Reconstruc-
tion and Rehabilitation Program
{MBFDP-YRRP), the Coastal and
Marine Ecosystem Managemnent
Program (CMEMP), and the Bam-
boo and Mangrove Development
Program (BMDP) with more than
100 members involved in the mon-
itoring of the 1,387.89 hectares
mangrove plantation.

Mangroves protect shorelines
from damaging storm and hur-

T 7

grove propagules afong a coastal stretch in a town facing the Pacific Gcean

ricane winds, waves, and floods.
Mangroves also help prevent ero-
sion by stabilizing sediments with
their tangled root systems. They
maintain water quality and clarity,
filtering pellutants, and trapping
sediments originating from land.

Sabornido said there are
more than 2,985,225 mangrove
propagules that act as strong
barriers from strong waves and
seawater surges in 30 coastal ba-
rangays.

“These mangroves serve as
defense from destructive waves
like walls that protect the resi-
dents along the 162.57 kilometers
stretch of coast lines from Bislig to
Lingig,” he said.

He said the people are assured of
safety from strong calamities and
storms and could cushion a worst
impact similar to what the people
in Tacloban had experienced at the

height of Yolanda Typhoon.
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Bagulo prop@sest ee-
in landslide areas

By Aldwin uqtasol.

pianting

planning of the City Environment and Parks

Management Office to ensure appropriate

BAGUIO CITY — Members of the City
Council approved the development of an
ordinance to push for tree-planting programs
in identified landslide-prone areas in the city.

According to Baguio City Councilor Arthur
Allad-iw who authored the proposal, public
lands which are prone to landslides can be
planted with trees or other appropriate species
to hold the soil and mitigate landslide effects.

These areas then can be lmge.t.ed for

-ITi g :
, ‘E ; : 51e&pl‘1uﬂ1gpmgrams also as a contribution
N to increase the city's forest cover that had
' 1::' s been declining for years.
o A “It is also our contribution to contain
o i ~ climate change,” he added.

' Alladiw said that the City Engineers Office
will identify landstide-prone areas of the city

from the map of the Mines ahq_q.et)ﬁnem?.ﬁ

- Bureau (MGB) of those locations that
feasible for tree planting,
The identified areas will be added in the

f Ty

ﬁl ANTIN paaven teana in

—

TSR R T RS phan =R R MR

{ree species availability for planting in the
area by capable tree planters,

The City Planning Office and the Cl{:y
Disaster Risk Reduction and Management
Office were also tapped to be part of the
project.

Allad-iw said that Baguio was identified
as & geo-hazard prone arez in z study by
the MGB, adding that landslides or erosions
are peelrrences in the city caused by either
earthquakes or rainfall.

‘He furthered that the study showed that
fault lines are located within and near the
city, hence tremors induce many of these
landslides pa.rlﬁc.\llmlv those in the unstable
slopes.

The country, too, is visited by more
than 20 typhoons yearly, wherein the city
usually experiences long and heavy rains
which usually weaken the grounds causing
landslides.

.
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TISOY IMPROVES WATER LEVEL
AT ANGAT DAM RESERVOIR

By Jhesset O, Enano
@JhessetEnanoINQ

After months of receding ele-
vation, the water level at the
Angat watershed in Bulacan
improved significantly after
the onslaught of Typhoon
“Tisoy” {international name:
Kammuri).

The Philippine Atmo-
spheric, Geophysical and As-
tronomical Services Admin-
istration said the reservoir’s
water ' level increased to
193.47 meters above sea level
{masl) on Tuesday morning,

It was up by 4.5 m from
the previous day, following
the onslaught of Tisoy, the
agency added.

But it's still far from the
normal high water level at
210 masl, although it was
better thant the operating

level at 180 masl.

Angat supplies most of
the water needs of Metro
Manila and nearby provinces.

Ipo Dam, too

Water level in Ipo Dam,
also in Bulacan province,
similarly increased to 1012
mast on Tuesday, up by 1.05
m from the past day.

Elevations in Ambuklao
Dam in Benguet province and
La Mesa Dam in Quezon City
also rose by less than a meter
with ievels recorded at 741.72
masl and 77.55 masl, respec-
tively, compared to 74157
masl and 77.42 masl the pre-
vicus day.

Tisoy has weakened to a
severe tropical storm and is
expected to leave Philippine
territory on Wednesday or
Thursday. INQ
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By RAMON EFREN LAZARCO

MALOLOS - As expected, the water level in Angat Dam has in-
creased due to rains spawned by Typhoon Tisoy.

Monitoring by the Bulacan provin-
cial disaster risk reduction and man-
agement office (PDRRMO) showed
that from 189.97 meters on Tuesday, the
dam’s water level rose by more than
three meters or 193.64 meters as of 8
a.m. yesterday.

However, the water level is still below
its normal operating mark of 205 meters.

Rains dumped by Tisoy also raised

the water level in Bustos Dam. Two of
the dam's sluice gates were opened at
around 5 p.m. on Tuesday after the wa-
ter level increased to 17.61 meters or .21
meters higher than its spilling level.
The dam's gates were closed yes-

- terday morning when the water level

receded to 17.53 meters.
Rains due to the typhoon also filled
Ipo Dam. Water from one of the dam’s

Angat Dam’s water
level up by 3 meters

radial gates was opened at 8 p.m. on
Tuesday. The gate was closed at 6 a.m.
yesterday.

Sevillo David Jr., executive director
of the National Water Resources Board,
assured the public that water supply
from Angat Dam for Metro Manila
residents remains a priority. The dam
provides 97 percent of Metro Manila’s
water needs.

Early this year, the NWRB reduced
the allocation for Metro Manila when
the water level breached its critical
mark of 160 meters. The move led to
rotational water service interruptions.
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By JUN 1.
LEGASPI
TUMAAS ang level ng
tubig sa Argat Dam

makaraang magbuhos ng
malalakas na pagulan
ang bagyong Tisoy, ayon
s5a ma authorities.
Avon kay Philippine
Atmospheric Geophysical
and Astronomical Servie-
es Administration (PA-
GASAJ hydrologist Dani-
lo Flores halos umangat
ng 4.5 meters ang water
level sa Angat Dam, na

Level ng tubig ¢
Angat Dam tumaas

nagsisilbing pangunaiung
50Urce ng tubig sa Metro
Manila.

Napag-alamang
bagama’t umakyat na sa
193.37 meters ang tubig
52 naturang dam, malayo
pa rin ito ayen kay Flores
sa ideal na 210-meter lev-
el.

, Bukod pa rito, sinabi rin
n Flores na sa susunod na
da]awang araw, inaasah-
an ng PAGASA na marami
pang tubig ang dadaloy sa
reservoir sa Bulacan mula
sa mga kalapit na bu-

Sd

lubundukin.

Bagama’t inaasahan ng
PAGASA na may isa pang
bagyong tatamz sa bansa
ngayong Disyembre, wala
naman aniyang kativakan
na dadaan ito sa Angat
watershed.

Inaabisuhan ane mga

- residente sa Metro ?Aanda

at mga kalapit na lugar na
kumukuha ng sepply ng
tubig sa Angat Dam na
huwag magsayang ng tu-
big. Ang lahat ng tad ay
kallangang tumu ong na
mag-conserve ng tubig.

— -
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PAGLIKHA NG DEPARTMENT
OF WATER RESOURCES
ISASALANG NA

NAKATAKDANG
isalang sa pagdinig
sa Senado ang panu-
kalang paglikha ng
Department of Water
Resources Manage-
ment at Water Regula-
tory Commission.
Isasagawa ang pag-
dinig sa Martes, Dis-
yvembre 10 sa pamumu-
no ni Scnadess Grace
Poe bilang Chairman ng
Senate Committee on
Public Servicces.
Layunin ng pag-
dinig na imbestigahan

ang magiging benepisyo
ng sambayanan sakaling
magkaroon ng sariling
departamento na sivang
tutntok  sa supply ng
tubig sa bunsa.

Muging si Senador
Francis Tolentino ay pa-
bar at naniniwalang na-
papanahon na para mag-
likha ng departamento
na sivang mamamahala
sa supply ng tubig.

Aniya, tama lamang
na ang gobyerno na
mismo ang tututok sa
pagsu-supply ng tlubig

[TAVAG AND CORAZUN 5 TAYAG

§a pamamagitan ng pag-

likha ng Department of

Water Resources Man-
agement at Water Regu-
latory Commission.,
Masa prierity  list
ang pagbuo ng nasa-
bing departamento ma-
karaang thayag ifo ni
Pangulong Rodrigo Du-
terte sa kanyang naging
State of the Nation Ad-
dress (SONA).
VICKY CERVALES

NOTICE 10 THE PUBLIG
EXTRAJUDICIALSETTLENENT
OFTHE ESTATE OF MARIANO 1,
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Manila Water Co. has said it was
more than willing to find a
“workable solution” to the deci
sion of an international arbitra
tion court directing the Philip-
pine government to pay the
company P7.4 billion in com-
pensation for preventing it o
raise rates.

But President Duterte is up-
ping the ante against the firm
and another water distributor
he both accuses of economic
sabotage.

The President has ordered
the filing of criminal, civil and
administrative charges againsi
the parties, including govern-
ment lawyers and agents, in-
volved in crafting what he con-
sidered omerous water conces-

- sion agreements, his spokesper-
son, Salvador Panelo, said on
Wednesday. {See related story
on Page Az.)

, Manila Water and Maynilad
Water Services Inc. have been

~ distributing water in Metro Mani-
la and parts of Cavite and Rizal
provinces since the Ramos ail-

— ministration privatized water dis-
tribution in Metro Manila in 1997.

its officials behind bars for
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_- DUTERTE ORDERS FILING OF CHARGES OVER ‘ONEROUS’ CONCESSION DEALS B

MANILA WATER OPEN TO ‘WORKABLE SOLUTION ON

- P74-B AWARD

MANILA WATER
CARE IN EVERY DROP
| s S

‘Workable soluti_on’
OK with water firm

A day after President Duterte threatened to put

economic sabotage,

Manila Water Co. said it was more than willing to
find a "workable solution” to the ruling of an in-
ternational arbitration court directing the gov-
ernment to pay it P7.4 billion. The publicly listed
company said the award stemmed from actions

committed by officials af the Aquino ad-
ministration. —STORY BY THE INQUIRER STAFF

In a statement, Manila Wa-
ter said the decision of the Pet-
manent Court of Arbitration in
Singapore was in connection
with the “breach of the [conces-
sion| procedure committed by
officials of the previous admin-
istration.”

The publicly listed company
said that before the arbiter’s de-
cision became public, its chair,
Fernando Zobel de Ayala, and
other senior officers met with

Finance Secretary Carlos
Dominguez I1I for guidance.
“We informed him

[Dominguez] that we are willing
to come up with a mutually ac-
ceptable manner of implemen-
tation of the arbitral award con-
sidering that this case was filed
due to a violation incurred not
during this administration,”
Manila Water said.

‘Workable solution’

It added that it “is more than
willing and have started to work
with the incumbent administra-
tion to come up with a workable
solution to the arbitration deci-
sion.”

M

When sought for comment,
Maynilad officials said they
were still preparing a state-
ment.

A day after Mr. Duterte
threatened to put behind bars
officials of Manila Water, its
shares of stock slumped 6 per-
cent.

The President on Tuesday
accused Manila Water and
Maynilad of treating water like
a commodity and not a natural
resource. He also ordered the
drafting of new contracts that
would be favorable to the state.

His outhurst came after the'

Department of Justice (DQOJ}
found 12 provisions in the con-
cession agreements disadvanta-
geous to the government and
the public, including the prohi-
bition against government in-
terference in rate-setting and
indemnity for possible losses in
case of such government inter-
ference.

Because of these provisions,
the government was ordered by
the Singapore arbitration court
to pay Maynilad about P3.6 bil-
lion and, recently, Manila Wa-

ter, P7.4 billion as compensation
for “losses or damages,” Justice
Secretary Menardo Guevarra
said on Tuesday.

Money-making venture

In a statement, Panelo
pointed cut that under the Con-
stitution, the country’'s natural
resources belong to the state,
and it was indisputable that wa-
ter was intended for the use, en-
joyment and welfare of the citi-
Zens.

“Our water concessionaires
in Metro Manila, Rizal and
Cavite, however, have not only
abused the arrangement of de-
livering and distributing the
state-owned water to the citi-
zens but have treated the same
as a commodity and a money-
making venture, instead of con-
sidering it as a public service,”
he said.

Distributing water has been
a highly profitable business for
both Maynilad and Manila Wa-
ter, earning them billions of pe-
508 eVery year.

Maynilad’s net income was
P4.78 billion in 2010, P5.83 bil-
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lion in 2011, P6.38 billion in 2012,
P6.94 billion in 2013, P8.26 bil-
lion in 2014, Pg.55 billion in 2015,
P6.75 billion in 2016, P6.85 bil-
lion in 2017, and P7.37 billion in
2018.

The net income of Manila
Water was Pr.78 billion in 2013,
P5.83 billion in 2014, P6.13 bil-
lion in 2015, P6.19 billion in 2016,
P6.14 billion in 2017, and P56.64
billion in 2018.

Panelo said Mr. Duterte’s di-
rective was part of his constitu-
tional mandate to serve and
protect the Filipino pecple, and
that it would be complied with
regardless of the power or influ-
ence of the groups involved.

He blasted the government
personne] who allowed these
contracts to be drafted and
signed.

“It is apparent that some
members of the government
have not only looked the other
way but have, in fact, purposely
guided the hands of those who
have raped our economy for
their own personal gain,” Pane-
lo said.

DATE

Take-it-or-leave-it basis

But Manila Water said it was
the government that unilateral-
ly determined the terms of the

agreements, which were of-
fered to bidders on a take-it-or-
leave-it basis.

Since winning the conces-
sion that covers the eastern por-
tion of Metro Manila as well as
Rizal, it has spent at least P166
hillion to improve water and
wastewater services, the com-
pany said.

“Because MWSS (Metropoli-
tan Waterworks and Sewerage
System) decided to pay our set-
vices and reimburse our costs
with the water tariff that we
collect, the concession agree-
ment contains a procedure for
the adjustment of water rates in
accordance with the MWSS
Charter,” it said.

. “The [Philippine govern-
ment] undertook to respect the
procedure, which is under the
full control of MWSS from be-
ginning to end,” it added. —re-
PORTS FROM LEILA B. SALAVERRIA,
RONNEL W. DOMINGCO AND INQUIRER
RESEARCH NG

et
b
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Water concession review

By Marlon Ramos
and Melvin Gascon
@Team_Inquirer

Senators and congressiien
voiced bicameral support for
President Duterte’s plan to go
after the country's two major
water firms for taking advan-
tage of “onerous” provisions in
their concessions from the gov-
ernment.

“After hearing his explana-
tion {on Tuesday) night on how
we are being taken for a ride by
these (water) concessionaires, [
told him I'm supporting him
100 percent on the issue,” Sen-
ate President Vicente Sotto lif
said in a Viber message.

Human right to water

Sen. Imee Marcos also
agreed with the President’s po-
sition, arguing that access lo
potable water was “universally
recognized as a human right,
not merely a commodity.”

"I support (the President's)
desire to assail these onerous
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pushed

both bhands”
Maynilad and Manila Water for
“shortchanging” consumers.

contracts that deprived Fil-
ipinos ... their right to (cleamn)
water as well as (the govern-
ment's right to) impose liabili-
ties ... when (their) service and
supply fail,” she said.

Senate President Pro Temt-
pore Ralph Recto said senators
like him had nothing to do with
crafting concessionaire agree-
ments with private firms.

Senatorial assistance?

Recto issued the remarks
after Mr. Duterte claimed Sen-
ate Minority Leader Franklin
Drilon might have been in-
volved in crafting the alleged
onerous contracts awarded to
Maynilad Water Services Inc.
and Manila Water Co. Inc. by
the Ramos administration in
1997.

In the House of Representa-
tives, even opposition lawmak-
ers expressed rare praise of the
President.

Buhay Rep. Lito Atienza, in
a privilege speech, said he
salutes the President “with

in calling out

“Again, [Mr. Duterte] has
proven that he has the political
will to stand up to these oli-
garchs and free the Filipino peo-
ple from their clutches,” he said.

Atienza challenged Speaker
Alan Peter Cayetano and the
members of Congress to follow
the President’s lead in calling
for a review of the concessicn
agreements.

“It is only now that we have
a President who is not afraid to
speak out against these corpo-
rate giants in behalf of the Fil-
ipino people,” Atienza added.

Questioned premises

Citing the firms’ disclosures
at the Philippine Stock
Exchange (PSE), the Buhay
lawmaker disputed conces-
sionaires’ claims that they
have been losing money due to
the refusal of Metropolitan
Waterworks and Sewerage
System (MWSS) to approve

water rate hikes.

The Singapore-based Per-
manent Court of Arbitration re-
cently ordered MWSS to pay
Manila Water P7.4 billion for
unrealized “guaranteed profit”
since 2015.

“According to [PSE] records,
[water concessionaires} have
been declaring billions of prof-
its and giving out dividends to
their shareholders,” Atienza
said, flailing printed sheets of
paper.

Review and revoke

He said it was time for
Congress to review the conces-
sion agreements, and, if neces-
sary, revoke this in light of the
Department of Justice findings
that several provisions in the
agreements were found to be
onerous and disadvantageous

. to the government and to the

public.

“Where have you seen a
business contract where the
concessionaires cannot lose
and always end up making hun-

dreds of billions of pesos at the
expense of the people? Any
business contract can make
money for the principal or you
can lose money at the same
time,” Atienza said.

He expressed disgust that
under its agreement, Maynilad
and Manila Water can raise wa-
ter rates even without the gov-
ernment’s permission.

“{sn’t that onerous?” Atien-
za asked, adding that the Presi-
dent’s complaints against the
two water firms highlights that
privatization can be a bane for
Filipinos.

In a statement, ACT Teach-
ers Rep. France Castro backed
the call of the President to in-
vestigate the water supply
agreements, which, she said,.
has caused misery of millions
of their consumers.

“If the President is really se-
rious about his statements, [the
review of the agreements]
should start now, and should
not end with some heads

rolling,” she said. IN
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POSTSCRIPT

FEDERICO D. PASCUAL Jr.

-
Why pay for water,
a free gift of nature?

ATER is a free gift of God
W(or of Nature if you don’t
believe in Him} so why
should we pay for it? Will the ime
also come when we have to pay for |
the air we breathe? o e ]

We tested these questions years ol
ago on an official of the Metro- B |
politan Waterworks and Sewerage
System before Metro Manila was
splitbetween private concessionaires Manila Water and
Maynilad Water Services.

His answer: We don't pay for the water, but for the cost
of processing and bringing it to consumers. To simplify
billing, we use as basis the volume of water delivered. But
untreated or raw water is still free to those who can draw
it themselves from springs, aquifers, and such natural
sources. As forair, the oxygen and other elements extracted
from it are sold tu those needing them.

Aside from the cost of processing and distribution,
the value-added items in the water business include
taxes, operating expenses, foreign exchange differentials
for loans, profits, dividends and other expenses that
make costly this supposedly free gift of God.

May the exclusive concessionaires force anyone in
their franchise areas to get (buy) water only from them?
No. In this free miarket, there are some people who still
purchase processed water in plastic containers and
those who draw il from deep weils.

Not a few analysts have predicted that the next world
war could be over water, tﬁe global supply of which is
said to be dwindling and unevenly distributed or whose
sources are being controlled by states favorably situated
on the face of the globe.

Another kind GE; war erupts now and thenin this coun-
try where greed motivates those whose wealth and influ-
ence have placed them in a vantage to exploit their fellows
over something basic that God intended for everyone.

On Tuesday, President Duterte threatened to file
charges of economic sabotage against the private con-
cessionaires that he accused of milking captive consuim-
ers of billions over the years.

Duterte said the contracts of Manila Water and
Maynilad Water Services Inc. are disadvantageous to
the public because they prevent the government from
adjusting water rates.

Speaking in Malacafiang during the signing of two
laws, Duterte said: “I will file economic sabotage and I
will arrest them, all of them... I will let them experience
how it’s like to go tojail. If they drag me, I'will join them
in prison. There’s no problem.”

Duterte said he has ordered Solicitor General Jose
Calida and Finance Secretary Carlos Dominguex to
draft a new concession contract that is favorable to the
public and the government.

He was reacting to the order of a Singapore-based
arbitration court for the Philippine government to pay
P7.39 billion to Ayala-led Manila Water for the firm’s
losses incurred with the rejection of its water rate in-
creases since 2015.

Duterte claimed Manila Water won the case because
the company is “part of the ctub,” without explaining
what he meant. He added: “We cannot raise or lower
the rates. They are the only ones who can do it.”

He also adverted to the concessionaires” collecting
sewerage fees without doing their obligation to conrect
sewage lines of their 14 million consumers to asewerage
systern. Despite this failure, the firms have raised the

crmarton Ak hindasc o e

The concessionaires have been raking in billions in
profits, partly from the 20-percent environmental charge
and 30-percent sewer charge that they have been col-
lecting from customers wiﬁ'\out connecting them to a
sewerage system.

The Supreme Court upheld in August a 2009 Depart-
ment of Environment and Natural Resources order
genalizing the two suppliers and the MWSS with P1.84

illion in combined fines for violating Section 8 of the
Clean Water Act,
* Lessons offered by Argentine polis

A FILIPINO would be amazed by the display of
magnanimity in victory and graciousness in defeat in
the recent Argentine presidential elections that was a
study in class and decency, something seldom seen in
Phjli%pme politics.

When the trend becamne clear hours after the polls
closed showing the slightest of margins, conservative
Mauricio Macri, the incumbent, immediately conceded
to his center-left challenger Alberto Fernandez, who
then accepted the concession big-heartedly.

Macri even invited Fernandez for a breakfast chat at
the Pink Presidential Palace, vowing an orderly transi-
ton that shifts Latin America’s No. 3 economy back
toward the left after it was battered by economic crisis.

Fernandez promised that he would collaborate,
saying he would focus on “stopping the suffering of

Argentinians.”

The post-election congeniality and show of states-
manship were a departure from the great amount
of muck raked, a lot of names called, and not & few
skeletons dragged out of closets during the campaign.

Their elechion system may have helped ensure an
early orderly turnover. The lightning-fast speed with
which results were transmitted and published gave the
elections credibility and helped create a climate where
even mortal rivals can accept the results.

The Argentine election commission showed itself to
be dead-serious in modernizing the country’s polls. Its
technology provider is the same Smartmatic that has
helped our Commission on Elections since 2010.

The Comelec used 92,509 vote counting machines
in 2016 leased from Smartmatic. In 2019, around 97,000
VCMs were bought for P2.1 billion; over a quarter of
the Comelec’s P§ billion budget for that time.

The vote counting in Argentina was way faster
than that in the Philippines because its system is not
a hodge-podge of suppliers. Points of failure/delay
were minimized.

The Argentinian experience makes a sick joke the
observation that in the Philippines, no politico loses an
election but is only cheated.

NOTA BENE: All Postscripts can be accessed at ma-
nilamail.com. Follow author on Twitter as @FDPascual.
Email feedback to fdp333@yahoo.com
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Romualdez Marcos declared that the Philippines is “a rich

YEARS ago, 1o justify her ostentatious lifestyle, Imelda

country pretending to be poor”

Sarcastically, [ say, yes. Just take
abrief historical review on how pre-
vious and the present governments
had squandered taxpayers’ money
due to legal ineptitude,

Consider these:

Bataan Nuclear Plant-—After
the collapse of the Marcos dictator-
ship, the $2.3-billion, 621-megawatt
Bataan Nuclear Pawer Plant was
mothballed in 1986 by the govern-
ment of the late Corazon Cojuangco
Agquino due to safetyand corruption
concerns, In October 1995, Aquine’s
successor, President Fidel Ramos,
agreed to a $100-million settlement
with Westinghousewhich mandated
the Philippines to pay the US compa-
ny $300,000 in daily interest alone.
Ramosin1993lostthebribery, fraud
and racketeering suits his govern-
ment filed against Westinghouse
Electric Co. and Mew Jersey com-
pany Burns and Roe for conniving
with former strongran President
Ferdinand Marcos and his crony
Herminio Disiniin the construction
of the power plant. Affer spendinga
totalof P64.7 billion-—P43.5 billion
forprincipalamortizationand P27.2
billion in interest-—for 21 years, the
power plant has not generated asin-
gle watt of electricity.

LagunaLakeRehabilitation—
The International Centre for Settle-
mentof nvestment Disputes (ICSID)
ordered the Philippine government
topay P800 million to Baggerwerken
Decloedt En Zoon (BDC) for scrap-
ping the P18.7-billion Laguna Lake
Rehabilitation Project (LLRP) in
2011 Theaward wiisissued onJanu-
ary 23, 2017, six years after former
President Benigno S. Aquine [II

junked the deal that was twice de-
claredbythen-Justice Secretary Lei-
la M. de Lima as “legal and binding.”
The project was originally crafted to
dredge the 94,900 -hectare Laguna
de Bay and deepen its average depth
of 2.5 meters, and called for the cre-
ation ofnavigationalchannelsinthe
waterway, which has Class C water
quality deemed to be inappropriate
for human consumption.
Piatco—In November 2018, the
government lost its bid before the
Courtof Appealstocompel the Philip-
pine [nternational Air Terminals Co.
Inc. (Piatco) to pay the amount of $6
million, or more than P300 million,
representing the cost of the arbitra-
tion proceedings before the Interna-
tional Chamber of Commerce (ICC)
International Court of Arbitration.
In a three-page resolution penned
by Assaciate Justice Ramon M. Bato
Jr., the CA’s former Special Eleventh
Division held that the government,
through the Office of the Salicitor
General (OSG), failed to raise new
arguments that would warrant the
reversal of its June 4, 2018, amended
decision. The appellate court, in its
amended decision, reversed its order
for Piatco to pay the government $6
million in arbitration.
Malampaya—In March this
yeat, with a unanimous vote of 3-Q,
the operator of the multibillion
Malampaya gas field project led by
Shell Philippines Exploration BV
won its landmark $1.1 billion (ap-
proximately P53 billion) tax case
before the ICC in Singapore. Voting
in favor of the Malampaya consor-
tium had heen designated arbitra-
tion Chairman Yves Fortier, SPEx-led
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consortium arbitrator David Wil-
liams, and Philippine arbitrator and
formerSupreme Court Chisf Justice
Reynato S. Puno.

I could go on and on. Consider
how the aggravating dismissal of
nearly ali the graft and corruption
charges against the Marcoses and
their cronies meansaloss of billions
of peses forthe country, represented
by both previously recovered and
still-to-be-claimediil-gotten wealth.
It would take probably more than
six full pages of this paper to docu-
ment all of the government's legal
mortifications.

Now this—In 2013, Manila Wa-
ter lost the case it filed before the
ICC questioning the Metropolitan
Waterworks and Sewerage System
(MWSS) for slashingitsbasiccharge
of P25.07 per cubic meter by 29.47
percent, a reduction of P7.25 per
cubic meter for the rate rebasing pe-
riodof2013t0 2017. The arbitration
panel ruled that Manila Water is a
public utility and, therefore, cannot
pass on its corporate income tax to
consumers. Butfrom thesamecourt,
Maynilad was able to secure a favor-
able ruling. The ICC appeals panel
upheld Maynilad’s alternative rate
rebasing adjustment which would
result to a 9.8-percent increase in
the 2013 average basic water charge
of P31.28 per cubic meter, inclusive
af the P1 currency exchangerate ad-
justment thatthe MWSS incorporat-
ed into the basic charge. What kind
of legal gobbledygook is this? How
could the same court hand conflict-
ingedicts? Coulditbe that Maynilad
zot the “right” lawyer?

Just recently, however, the Sin-
gapore Arbitration Panel ordered
the MWSS to pay Manila Water
P7.4 billion for refusing the conces-
sionaire’s demand to increase water
ratesin 2015. This follows afavorable
July 2017 ruling the Lopez-owned
Maynilad Water Services Inc. got
from the Singapore court that the
government owed it P3.42 billion in
compensation for the delayedimple-
mentation of upward tariff adjust-
mentfor the rebasingperiod of 2013
through 2017 (Note that Maynilad
still elevated its case for arbitration
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despiteitslegalvictoryin2013.Ican
only surmise that it did so to ensure
comphance by the Philippine gov-
ernment). On why the government
failed to raise before the Singapore
Arbitration Panel the 2013 ICC rul-
ing that public utilities cannot pass
on its corputate income tax to con-
sumers is beyond me.

Clearly, thelosers in these recent
legalsetbacksbythegovernmentare
the Filipino consumers. The crux
of the legal victory by both water
concessionaires was the supposed
“guaranteed profit” under the con-
cession agreement it signed with
MWSS. Whatever you sugarcoat it
with, guaranteed profit is plain and
simple “sovereign guarantee” which
this and the previous governments
are supposed to have stricken off in
every contract it entered into with
the private sector. It is a guarantee
given by the state to a private con-
tractor to compensate it if it runs
into some financial straits.

Sovereign guarantee compels all
of us—whether you are a customer
of either Maynilad or Manila Water
tomake up foreach company'slosses
through the taxes we pay. This is
justcrudelyappalling, akickrightin
the gut of Filipino consumers, espe-
cially thaselivinginlarge swathes of
these concessionaire's service areas
still without steady water supply.
Asking Congress to investigate the
matter seems futile, given the way
that branch of government is being
run these days.

A lone voice in the wilderness,
House Deputy Minerity Leader Rep.
Carlos Isagani Zarate, branded the
tribunal’s decision as “a mockery
and an insult to Filipino, consum-
ers and exposes the ‘tragedy and lu-
nacy of privatization.” Lawyer Ner}
Colmenares, Bayan Munachairman,
alsobacked the propesedinquiryand
eventualscrappingof the concession
agreements, But we're a rich nation
pretending to be poor, right? The
government can just gloss over its
legalfaux pas, because vurcoffersare
brimming with cash. Geez!

far comments and suggestions, e-mail me at
mvala v@gmail.com
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Floods predicted
to uproot 50 M

people a year as
climate heats up

. MADRID (Thomson Reuters Founda-
th.l‘l) — The number of people at risk of
bemg forced from their homes by river
ﬂqosimg could surge to as many as 50
milllon a year by the end of the century
if governments do not step up action
to tackle climate change, researchers
warned on Tuesday,

That would be five times the average
of 10 million displaced a year |
from the mid-1970s to 2005, .'7

Floods predicted to uproot...

and would happen as populations
grow and as rainfall intensifies and
ice melts on a warmer planet, causing
more frequent and severe floods, said
study author Justin Ginnetti.

About half the predicted increase
would be caused by the effects of cli-
mate change and the rest by expand-

. ing populations, he foted.

The head of data and analysis for
the Geneva-based Internal Displace-
ment Monitoring Centre (IDMC) said
the forecasts were only a partial pic-
ture but as flooding accounts for more
than half of climate-related displace-
ment, the outlook was "grim.”

The numbers pushed out of their
homes by river floods could be kept
fo 20 million a year if povernments
stepped up efforts ta keep a rise in
temperatures to a globally agreed
lower limit of 1.5 degrees Celsius
above pre-industrial levels, he add-

1<«

ed.

But current plans put the world
on track for warming of at least 3
degrees, scientists say.

“Climate displacement poses a
huge global challenge," Ginnetti said
in a statement.

"We expect even more extreme
weather in the future, so it's impera-
tive that we understand the magni-
tude of future risk, what’s driving it,
and what we can do about it.”

The IDMC will broaden its analy-
sis to predict future displacement b
storms soon, it said. i

On Monday, aid agency Oxfam
said wilder weather and fiercer
wildfires drove more than 20 million
people a year from their homes in the
last decade, and the problem would
worsen unless leaders act swiftly to
head off surging climate threats.

IDMC's Ginnetti said good practic-
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es to prevent people being displaced
by floods include urban planning that
does not allow homes to be built on
river floodplains and more invest-
ment in setting up systems to evacu-
ate people threatened by floods.

Some Asian countries, in par-
ticular India, Bangladesh and China,
have developed the capability to move
millions of people out of harm's way
ahead of storms - and such efforts
need to be replicated in sub-Saharan
Africa, Ginnetti told the Thomson
Reuters Foundation. :

And it is not just poorer states tha
will be hit by river floods, he added.
For exarnple, construction on flood
plains is still occurring in the United
States and other rich countries, in
some cases subsidized by govern-
ment money.

"Those are investments that are
just going to waste and are resulting
in displacement. That's got to stop,"
Ginnetti said on the sidelines of U.N.
climate talks in Madrid.
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Decade 2010-2019

set to be hottest in history |

1989

his decade is set to be the

hottest in history, the Unit-

ed Nations #aid in an an-

nual assessinent outlining
the ways in which climate change
is outpacing humanity’s ability to
adapt to it.

The World Meteralogical Organi-
zation {(WMOQ) said global tempera-
tures so far this year were 1.1 degrees
Celsius above the pre-industrial
average between 1850 to 1900.

That puts 2019 01 course to be
in the top three wanmnest years ever
recorded, and possibly the hottest
non-El Nino year yet

Man-made emissions from
burning fossil fuels, building in-
frastructure, growing crops, and
transporting goods ihean 2019 is set
to break the record for atmospheric
carbon concentrations, locking in
further warming, the WMO said.

Oceans, which absorb go per-
cent of the excess heat produced by
greenhouse gases, aie now at their
highest recorded termperatures.

The world’s seas are now a quar-—

1995

ter more acidic than 150 years ago,
threatening vital marine ecosystems
upon which billions of people rely for
food and jobs.

In October, the global mean sea
level reached its highest on record,
fuelled by the 329 billion tons of ice
lost from the Greenland ice sheet in
12 months.

Up to 22 million displaced
Each of the last four decades has
been hotter than the last.
And far from climate change
heing a phenomenon for future

generations to confront, the effects

of humanity’s insatiable, growth-
at-any cost consumpfion means
millions are already counting the
damage.

The report said more than 10 mil -
lion people were internally displaced
in the first half of 2019 - seven mil-
lion directly due to extreme weather
events such as storms, flooding, and
drought. "

By the end of the year, the WMO
said new displacements due to

Section Editor; JOHANNES L. CHUA

Go Green, send us an emai:
EnvirormentMB@gmail.com

Ditferznee hetween monthly glonal recorded
temperature (Caisius} and the 1981-2010
average foy the carresponding month.
Souree: climate.copernicus.eu {AFP)

2009

‘Each of the last
four decades has
been hotter than the
last. And far from
climate change being
a phenomenon for
future generations to
confront, the effects of
humanity's insatiable,
growth-at-any cost
consumption means
millions are already
counting the damage.’

weather extremes could reach 22
million.

“Once again in 2019, weather and
climate related risks hit hard,” said
WMO secretary - general Petteri Taa-
las. “Heatwaves and floods which
used to be ‘once-in-a-century’
events are becoming more regular

+0.69°C

Oct

|

2019
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occurrences.”

At just1C hotter than pre-indus-
irial times, 2019 has already seen
deadly heatwaves in Europe, Aus-
tralia, and Japan, superstorims dev-
astate southeast Africa, and wildfires
rage out of control in Australia and
California.

Not adapting

Nations are currently in crucial
talks in Madrid aimed at finalizing
rules for the 2015 Paris climate ac-
cord, which enjoins countries to
work to limit global temperature
rises to “well below” 2C.

The Intergovernmerntal Panel on
{limate Change (IPCC) last year out-
lined how vital it was for mankind to
aim for a safer cap of 1.5C — ideally by
slashing greenhouse gas emissions
and retooling the global economy
towards renewable energy.

The UN said last week in its an-
nual “emissions gap’” assessment
that the world needed to cut catbon
emissions by 7.6 percent-each year,
every year, until 2030 to hit 1.5C.

[ ] [7]
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Instead, emissions are rising.

And while governments spend
hundreds of billions of dollars sub-
sidizing fossil fuels, there appears
to be no consensus in Madrid over
how countries already dealing with
climate-retated catastrophe can
fund efforts to adapt to the new
reality.

“Qur economic activities con-
tinue to use the atmosphere as a
waste dump for greenhouse gases,”
said Joeri Rogelj, Grantham Lecturer
in Climate Change at Imperial Col-
lege London.

Even if all Paris pledges were
honored, Earth is still on course to
be more than 3C warmer by the end
of the century.

“There is no indication of a fade
out of the warming,” Taalas said.
“The numbers will be higher if we
continue our current behavior.”

Part of the discussions in Ma-
drid is aimed at getting countries to
increase their climate action ambi-
tien ahead of a deadline next year.
(AFP)
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UN’s climate agenda is so

extreme its experts can’t defend it

First word
'1’-[—113 Mises Institute, (short
name for Ludwig von Mises
Institute for Austrian Econom-
ics), a nonprofit organization of
econonlic education and think
tank based in Auburn, Alabama,
published last September a com-
mentary on the climate policy
goals of the United Nations that
pulls the rug from under its goal of
limiting global warming to either
2 degrees Celsius (C) or the even
more stringent ceiling of 1.5 C.
Amazingly, Mises contends
that the peer-reviewed economics
literature does not support the
UN's climate policy goals.
Its full commentary reads:
“Advocates of aggressive gover-
ment intervention in the name of
fighting climate change have posed
as the defenders of ‘consensus
science, labeling any who dissent
from their agenda as ‘deniers” with
all of the baggage that term entails.
“And vet, the peer-reviewed
economics literature does nuit
support the popular United MNa-
tions policy goals of limiting

idly became involved in policy-
relevant research, a purpose Lo
which she remains committed
today. She has assisted in nation-
al, European and international
policy development relating to
combating stratospheric ozone
depletion, acid deposition, eu-
trophication, and (since 2002)
climate change. In particular, ler
former work at the NOAA Envi-
ronmental Research Laboratoiies
provided evidence on the envi-
ronmental acceptability of CFC
substitutes, leading to inclusion
of fluorocarbons in the Kyaito
Protocol, winning the NOAA Aer-
onomy Laboratories Outstanding
Scientific Paper Award.

“As the above description
makes clear, we are not dealing
with a ‘denier’ or a ‘stooge for
Big Qil’ here. Warren is a leader
among scientists who are advis-
ing governments on varigus
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global warming to either 2 C or
the even more stringent ceiling
of 1.5 C. Back in 2014, 1 used
the latest issue of the UN's own
authoritative report — the Inter-
governmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) — to make my
case, and last fall T explained that
the new Nobel Jaureate, William
Nordhaus, had a career in climate
modeling that did not come
anywhere close to supporting the
aggressive LIN goals.

“In the present post, [ will show
that one of the lead authors from
the UN’s ‘Special Report’ on the
1.5-C target is a co-author of a
2018 paper that admits the geal
is difficult to justify. This should
be shocking to naive citizens and
those who assumed that ‘the sci-
ence’ must all support the UN's
temperature goals. Yet as this ex-

policies through which they can
intervene in the market to reduce
emissions from businesses.

“Given her background, it is
extremely revealing to see that
Warren [and co-authors| have a
2018 paper titled, "The Econom-
ics of 1.5 © Climate Change’
Now because I know just how
Judicrous (given standard model-
ing assumptions) this latest UN
target is, | was curious to see how
Warren and her co-authors couid
possibly try to justify it.

“The reader can hopefully ap-
preciate my shock when I read
the first two sentences from the
abstract of their paper: ‘The eco-
nomic case for limiting warming
to 1.5 C is unciear, due to mani-
fold uncertainties. However, it
cannot be ruled out that the 1.5
C target passes a cost-benefit test!

“Believe it or not, the authors
— including a lead author on the

ample demonstrates, the UN's new
goal is so extreme that it’s difficult
for even sympathizers to come up
with a way to try justifying it using
conventional economic analysis.
“Last fall, the United Nation's
[PCC released a special report
telling policymakers various ways
to {attempt to] hit the goal of
limiting cumulative global warm-
ing to 1.5 C. The third chapter
of the report summarized the
recent economic research that
had been published since the
previous 1PCC report (the Fifth
Assessment Report or ARS). Ra-
chel Warren of the Tyndall Centre
for Climate Change Research
{located at the University of East
Anglia in the UK) is one of the
lead authors of the chapter. Fur-
thermore, Warren was author or
co-author on at least four of the
publications cited in the chapter.
Here is an excerpt from her bio:
“Rachel Warren is professor of
global change and environmen-
tal biology at the Tyndall Centre
for Climate Change Research,
University of Last Anglia, UK.

UN special report which advises
governments on how to hit the
1.5 C limit — are arguing that
because we understand this area
so poorly, for all we know the
UN target makes economic sense.

“Is that the slam-dunk ‘con-
sensus science' that citizens have
been assured undergirds the sug-
gested power grabs? Hardly.

“This is profoundly disturbing.
If the lead author of the IPCC's
report on 1.5 C warming cannot
justify the policy goal, why is the
UN led by the secretary general
forcing it down the throat of
the whole world with talk of a
climate apocalypse?

“Where are the scientists who
will defend the UN's climate agen-
da against scientists who believe
the contrary. And why wen't Sec-
retary General Antonio Guteryes
conyene a meeting (summit?) of
scientists, both pro or contra its

Her research focuses on the pro-
duction of policy-relevant science
related to climate change and
sustainability. A particular recent
focus has been the quantification
of the climate change impacts
that can be avoided by timely
mitigation of greenhouse gas
emissions, in particular in rela-
tion to risks to biodivessity. She
was a cootdinating lead author
of the 5th (2014) assessment
of the Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change (IPCC), and
lead author of the 4th assess-
ment, which was awarded the
Nobel Peace Prize in 2007. Pres-
ently she is a lead author of the
IPCC's ‘Special Report on 1.5 C
warmiing. She has produced over
70 peer-reviewed publications
and over 40 scientific reports to
government departments...

“Her academic background
and training is in physics and the
natural sciences at Cambridge
University. After completion of
her PhD she pursued an interest
in atmospheric sciences and rap-

»MakabentaA7

climate agenda, to discuss conclu-
sively the facts and myths behind
the climate controversy?”

Goal is to destroy
capitalism

Thisis notall, UN officials are now
also on record saying that the real
goal of the climate agenda is not
to save the world from ecological
calamity, but to destroy capitalism.
The government leaders and activ-
ists who are attending COP 25 in
Madrid this Decernber do so under
the illusion that they are workingto
save the world or the environment.
‘This is the standard natrative.
Critics contend that the UN
climate agenda is really about
power and wealth. More pre-
cisely, it is about getting the
power to redistribute global
wealth — through carbon taxes,
carbon pricing, carbon frading,
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and carbon regulation, etc. UN
officials have said so themselves.

At a news conference in Brus-
sels, Christiana Figueres, executive
secretary of the UN's Frameéwork
Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC), admitted that the
UNFCCC has a goal not to save
the world from ecological ca-
lamity, but to destroy capital-
ism. She said very casually;

“This is the first time in the
history of mankind that we are
setting ourselves the task of
intentionally, within a defined
period of time, to change the
economic development model
that has been reigning for at
least 150 years, since the In-
dustrial Revolution.”

She is not alone. Dr. Ottmar
Edenhofer, a big namein climate
policy circles, says frankly, “We
redistribute de facto the world's
wealth by climate policy.”

merv &y

From 2008 to 2015 Dr. Eden-
hofer was co-chairman of the TIN
Intergovernmental Panel on Cli-
mate Change working group on
“Mitigation of Climate Change.”

In an interview in 2010, Dr.
Edenhofer candidly declared,
“One has to free oneself from the
illusion that international climate
policy is environmental policy.
This has almost nothing to do
with the environmental policy
anymore, with problems such as
deforestation or the ozone hole...
We redistribute de facto the world’s
wealth by climate policy.”

All this makes plain that all
the talk about man-made global
warming and climate change is
about politics — socialist, col-
lectivist politics — masquerading
under the false labels of science
and environmental concern.

venobserver@gmail.com
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2010-2019 hottest
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decade ever - UN

UNITED NATIONS: This de-
cade is set to ba the hottest
in history, the United Nations
said on Tuesday [Wednes-
day)} in an annual assessment

~ outlining the ways in which

climate change is outpacing
humanity’s ability to adapt
toit.

The World Meterological
Organization (WMO) said
global temperatures so far
this year were 1.1 degrees
Celsius {2 degrees Faren-
heit) above the pre-indus-
trial average between 1850
to 1900.

That puts 20192 on course
to be in the top 3 warmest
years ever recorded, and
possibly the hottest non-El
Nifio year yet.

Man-made emissions
from burning fossil fuels,
building infrastructure,
growing crops and trans-
porting goods mean 2019
is set to break the record
for atmospheric carbon
concentrations, locking
in further warming, the
WMO said.

Oceans, which absorb 90
percent of the excess heat
produced by greenhouse
gases, are now at their high-
est recorded temiperatures,

The world’s seas are now
a quarter more acidic than
150 years ago, threatening

-vital marine ecosystems

upon which billions of peo-
ple rely for food and jobs.

in October, the global
mean sea level reached its
highest on record, fuelled
by the 329 billion tonnes of
ice lost from the Greenland
ice sheet in 12 months. Each
of the last four decades has
been hotter than the last.

And far from climate
change being a phenomenon
for future generations to
confront, the effects of hu-
manity’s insatiable, growth-
at-any cost consumption
means mitlions are already
counting the damage.

The report said more than
10 million people were in-
ternally displaced in the first
half of 2019 — 7 million di-

rectly due to extreme weath-
er events such as storms,
flooding and drought.

By the end of the year,
the WMO said new dis-
placements due to weath-
er extremes could reach
22 million.

“Once again in 2019
weather and climate related
risks hit hard,” said WMQ
Secretary-General Petteri
Taalas.

“Heatwaves and floods
which used to be ‘once
in a century’ events are
becoming more regular
occurrences.”

At just 1 C hotter than
pre-industrial times, 2019
has already seen dead-
ly heatwaves in Europe,
Australia and Japan, super-
storms devastate southeast
Africa, and wildfires rage
out of control in Australia
and California.

Nations are currently
in crucial talks in Madrid
aimed at {inalizing rules
for the 2015 Paris climate
accord, which er./oins
countries to work to timit
global temperature rises
to “well below” 2 C.

The Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) iast year outlined
how vital it was for man-
kind to aim for a safer
cap of 1.5 C — ideally by
slashing greenhouse gas
emissions and retooling the
global economy towards
renewable energy.

The UN said last week in
its annual “emissions gap”
assessment that the world
needed to cut carbon emis-
sions by 7.6 percent each
year, every year, until 2030
to hit 1.5 C,

Instead, emissions are
rising.

And while governments
spend hundreds of billions
of doltars subsidising fossil
fueis, there appears to be no
consensus in Madrid over how
countries already dealing with
climate-related catastrophe

_ €an fund efforts to adapt to

the new reality. AFP
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Government employees will
be getting an incentive of up to
P10,000 on top of their 13th month
pay and Christmas bonuses.

President Duterte recently
signed Administrative Order 19,
which authorizes the grant of ser-
vice recognition incentive to gov-
ernment employ#es for this year.

The move aims to “recognize
and further encourage the unwav-
ering commitment and dedica-
tion of government employees in
performing their work, their con-
tinued e.uppurt and collaborative
efforts in the ¢ ery of services
to the public,” he said in his order.

The President's move came
after he announced on Monday

that employees from the executive

as Christmas bonus.
He said government bmployees
deserve to be rewarded 1o recog-

nize their collective and unceasing  m

participation in and invaluable
contribution to the administra-
tion's contmumg ‘efforts towarﬁ
the establishment of streamline

governmerit processes and a more
responsive delivery of pubI_"Ic

Under the Service Rr! gmﬁun
Incentive (SRI) for Emp'{ An
the executive dep‘.!rm'u‘mt uterte
directed the grant of a one-time
SRI at a uniform amount not ex-
ceeding P10,000.

The grant covers civilian per-
sonnel in natmnal
agendﬂ,s, inclu fﬁate
universities and c:&flegea aﬁﬁ

" service.

corpﬂ:afﬁgns occupying regular,
EmCaSual positions.

A ﬁpa&ﬁﬂm civilian employees,
sonnel of the Armed

Forces of the Philippines under
the Department nf ational De-
fense and uniformed personnel
of the Philippine National Police,
Bureau of Fire Protection and
Bureau of Jail ement and
Penology under the D artment
of the Interior and Local va-
ernment, Bureau of Corrections
under the Department of Justice,
Philippine Coast Guard under the
Department of Transportation and
National Mapping and Resource
Information Authority under the

ﬂvermnant ‘Department of Environment and

‘Natural Resources will also receive
the addititnal cash incentives.
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g 'maging host
%:lﬂ:ﬂ taon rmt
Nagmula ang ha- :

I'Iﬁ:n mula mismo sa
pic Councll of Asla.

llMA

DATE

- Makita kasi ni OCA
Vice Prasident Wej Jiz-
hong ang world class

na pasilidad na pang-
sﬁorm na ltinaya ng ating
pamahalaang Duterte

ra sa idinaracs na

NIBENNY/A

kilalang Eports Industry

mo at iba pa_

MS%AG o South Easl  Awards Asia (SPIA) fmg I Saan t?a tayo kung
n Games. g parangal sa isama natin ang mo—
 Nakita nito sa par- nﬁs@%& na 80 porsyen-  song HOSPITAL
hkular ang athletics at tong binubuo ng mga 1a- mga Filipino?

aquatic facilities na iti- ong pamahalaan. ANG KALAMIDAD

‘0 sa Clark City na sa- Ang SPIA an? naghi- Sinasabing may na-

ng bayan ng Capas, bigay ng parangal sa mga  sawing 13 katao mula

b e Best Sporlsman, Besi sa apat na rehiyon ng

PARTISIPASYON atibapasa ating bansa na dinaa-
NG MGA FILIPINO  mga palarong gbﬂganap nan ng bagyong Tisoy.

Ang isa pang maha- para sa Asian Games na Matindi talaga ang

lagaparasa OCAayang higlt na mas malaki sa bangis ni Tisoy na uma-
masidhing partisipas- SEAG bot sa super bagyo ang

yorn ng mga mamama- Mizsmong s SPIAGEO  bugso nito na 230 k!lu-

yan sa palaro at maa- Eric Go Ik ang per- matro kada oras.

yos na pamamahala ng
pﬁlnahalaan at priba-

dang organisasyon dito.

Al nakita niya [lo sa

ic nd mga mama-
mayan sa iba't ibang

!ug.lfn flj gdarausan’

Ea partikuiar, dinu-
mog ng libo-libon Flil-
Elnu ang opening

alos magiba sa h ya-
'.'.I'El'i nila ang 55,000

pins Arena na ipi-

ang pagsisindi ng caul-
tﬁ‘m ni Senador Manny
acquiaoc, 8-division bo-
xlnq champion, baga-
maagang ginawa

sonal na nagbl?aa 8
award kina PHISGO
Chairman Alan Peter Ca-
etano at PHISGOC Chief
ting Officer Raman
Suzara.

Simula narng tatag

ang Aslan Games; 1i-
mang bansa lamang ang

naging host dﬂn aHya ng:

Japan, China, Thailand,
Indonesia at Riliplnas.
Naging ASIAD host

taya pero_mirsan Ian%m.

pangkatahatang kam-
peon.

Naganap ang pangka-
lahatang kampeon natin
noong isinagawa ang

Bukod sa mga na-
sawi, nawalan din ng
Huryants al nasiraan ng
ar-arian ang libo-libong
nating mamamayan.

Sana, magtulong-tu-
long Aang mga mama-
mayan para maayuda-
han ang mga biktima ng
kalamidad.

Siyampra, obl‘-igas—
yon una ngﬁpa E
n

biktima su Iagaaiﬂ hﬁ

ngigiesani C on noong 1 ‘masama na maghalid
lu a &Hﬂn&Eduamn taoyna ang naka- Bnyﬂngmlungsaahﬂtng
Mm}o ‘fale na nang raraan, ng m
-mahﬁa na ang maa SALUDO SA PAG-A
ano at kampiyong ATLETA!IG PINOY Kung paana tayo
naun na sinarmna- Hindl pa patatapos Frumllns hat para mag-
har: ndg ating mga aw- ang kabuuang SEAG ‘matagumpay ang
sa pangun Pero Iumafaha.-l na G, higit dapat ang
miimn nl Pangu nng maaarlng asungkit muli kilos natin sa pagi-
Rodrgo Duterte. ng Pilipinas ang ikala- long sa n;?a biktima ng
Dinumog din ng tao wang pa ikakataon na kalamida

Hindi madali ang
makalamidad gava ng
mawalan ng tahanan,
mamatayan ng miyem-
bro ng pamilya, maw&—

ltcn ra hindi matamaan = SEAG sa Manila noong lan ng trabaho't hanap-
dgyong Tisoy. 2005. buhay.
F'«aro kabilang sa Pagkatapos nito, na- Ang talagang mabi-

mga susi ng partisipas-
yon (g mga tao ang ini-
utos mismo ni Pangu-
lorig Digong na libreng
tikei para sa Philippine
Arena na noong una ay
Ibinebenta para kumita
namgan sana ang mga
organisador, pribado at
pampamahalaan, na

ging malamya na ang
ating ran na nasa ika-
anim na ng.

Dala ito umano ng

‘mga korapsyon at kapa-

bayaan ng mga pamaha-
laan at sports officials sa
mga nagdaang adminis-
trasyon.

ana naman, ang Ipi-

gat ay kung pangmata-
alan ang pi’nfgaé'?ng
namo ng maa biktima
at hindl makukuha sa
isang araw o linggo la-
mang kundi maraming
buwan o taon kaya.
Ang mamatayan
lang ng isang ama o ina
n-g tahanan o la

gumastos nang malaki nakitang galing ng mga IYm ng pamilya ay napa-
para magawaatmaayos atleta ay tutugunan, lalo Cgat na isipin,

ang |lahat ng pasilidad, na ang pamahalaan, sa ayundm ang mga
transportasyon, pagsa- usapin ng pinansya, pasi- nasiraan ng maa puhu-

luboriy sa mga dayu-
hang atleta at turista at
iba pa, kasama na ang
upa sa coliseum.
PARANGAL

Umani rin ng para-
ngal mismo ang Phifip-
pine Sea Games Orga-
nizational Committee

{PHISIGOC) sa kakaya- nomiya 3 bansa, halaga.

han nitong maghandaal Buked sa dangal na Anomang reaksyon o
mamahala ng “E ting makakamtan sa mata raklamn maaaring i;ga—
SpOrs avant na waorl (‘IF mundo, magkakaroan rating sa 0922840-3333
class. din ng kita ang lahat sa glr_amail. sa bantinar-

Bl cmmomie e 1222

lidad, uniporme, pagkain,
tramlng at maraming iba
a.

Kung tuloy-tuloy na
maipakita natin 2ng ating
kakayahan sa pagdaos
ng mga international na
palaro, magbubunga rin
itc ng maganda sa eko-

nan sa pagsasaka, sa
pangingisda, negosyo,
nawasakan ng bahay at
maraming iba pa.
O tara na, mga Bro.
Ang maliit na ma-
laambag natin, kung
ﬁagsam&samaﬂfn, ay
indi masusukat ang




