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‘fake news’ in SEAG

By EDU PUNAY

Speaker Alan Peter Cay-
etano yesterday expressed
support for the plan of his
colieagues in the House of
Representatives to investigate
the spread of fake news on
the country’s hosting of the
30th Southeast Asian Games
(SEAG) following the suc-
cessful opening ceremony last
Saturday night.

Cayetano proposed that
personalities behind several
Facebook pages and websites
where the fake news report-
edly originated, as well as
Eublic relations people who

elped them in spreading the
posts, be summuned by Con-
gress for the legislative probe
set after the conclusion of the
biennial event on Dec. 11.

“We will be digging deeper
into this, but so far we already
found the digital footprint
obviously showing that these

lim athletes, desecration of
flag, the venue in Bifian and
the swimming pool in Nepal.

Cayetano earlier vowed
to address issues involving
the P55-million cauldron and
reported blunders on venues
and reception of athletes after
the closing of the games on
Dec. 11.

: il
“Zero-waste SEAG

The Department of En-
vironment and Natural Re-
sources (DEMR) called on
the organizers of the SEAG
and host local government
units to ensure proper waste
management and implement
“zero-waste-to-landfill” policy
throughout the sports events.

Environment Undersecre-
tary Benny Antiporda said the
target should be no biodegrad-
able or recyclable waste will
be sent to landfills from the
games’ veniies.

The appeal was made in

people were responsible for
inventing and spreading such
fake news,” he said.

“It's a political group that’s
behind those Facebook pages
and websites. So those people
behind as well as their PR man
should prepare because they
will be invited in the investiga-
tion,” he said.

Cayetano, however, did
not identify the personalities
involved so as not to preempt
the investigation.

Last week, Kabayan party-
list Rep. Ron Salo, chair of the
committee on public informa-
tion, pushed for a legislative
inquiry on the spread of such
fake news on the country’s
hosting of the SEAG.

He cited what appeared
to be a “concerted, deliber-
ate, organized and seemingly
malicious disinformation cam-
paign in the media” to dis-
credit the SEAG, its organizers
and the Philippines itseif.

Salo said he found anemerg-
ing “pattern of fake news” on
the Games, including the
kikiam supposedly given to the
Philippine women's football
team for breakfast when in
fact it was chicken sausage,
and the circulating photo of
the Bifian Sports Complex still
being constructed when it was
actually a different picture.

“As a result of these fake
news, the Philippines is paint-
ed as a complete failure in its
hosting, with foreign media
calling it ‘Muddle in Manila,”™
the lawmaker lamented.

Cayetano reiterated his
belief that the spread of fake
news in social media by cer-
tain groups has “political” mo-
tives, particularly to sabotage
the country’s SEAG hosting,.

The Speaker specifically
cited false information that
spread on social media on
kikiam served as breakfast to
athletes, pork served to Mus-

anticipation of the large volume
of waste to be generated at the
venues where food and drinks
are sold.

The DENR expects plastic
food and beverage containers,
aluminum cans and cardboard
as among the wastes to be pro-
duced at the sporting event.

Antiporda said the SEAG
organizers and host LGUs
could tap concerned city and
municipality environment and
natural resources officers and
mobilize volunteers to ensure
that the waste to be gener-
ated during the event will be
properly segregated and sent
to materials recovery facilities.

The DENR is hopeful that
the 12-day event will be an
opportunity to promote waste
segregation and recycling, and
that such practices would “go
beyond the Games.”

Antiporda said the sys-
tems for implementing waste
segregation and recycling

have been in place from the
provincial down to the baran-
gay levels, as laid out in their
approved 10-year Solid Waste
Management Plans (SWMP).

Records showed that 20 out
of 23 cities and towns host-
ing the SEAG have approved
SWMPs, while the remaining
three are under evatuation.

Host LGUs with approved
SWMPs are the cities of Maka-
ti, Mandaluyong, Manila,
Muntinlupa, Pasay, Pasig,
Quezon and San Juan in Metro
Manila; Angeles, Lubao, Ma-
balacat and San Fernando in
Pampanga; Capas and Tarlac
City in Tarlag; San Juan in La
Union; Imus and Tagaytay in
Cavite; and Bifian, Los Bafios
and 5ta. Rosa in Laguna.

Those whose SWMPs are
under evaluation are Calatagan
in Batangas, Bocaue in Bulacan
and Subic in Zambales.

~ With Louise Maureen

Simeon
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‘Zero-waste’ SEA
Games hiling ng DENR

Nanawagan ang De-
partment of Environ-
ment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR) sa mga
orgamizer ng Southeast
Asian (SEA) Games at
sa mga host na local go-
vernment unit (LGU) na
siguraduhin  ang  pro-
per waste [management
at ipatupad ang ‘zero-
waste-to-landfill' policy
sa kabuuan ng pagda-
raos ng dalawang ling-
gong biennial sporsts
event.

Sinabi ni DENR Un-
dersecretary for So-
iid Waste Management
and Local Government
Units Concermns Benny
Antiporda na wala dapat
dadalhin na biodegra-
dable o recyclable na ba-
sura mula sa mga pag-
darausan ng SEA Games
sa mga landfill.

“We call on the SEA
Games organizers to
use the event as a ventle
to showcase our best
practices on solid waste
management,” sabi ni
Antiporda na siya ring
chair ng National So-
lid Waste Management
Commission (NSWMC).

Ang apila ay bunsod
ng inaasahang dami ng
basura na magmumula
sa mga lugar kung saan
magtitinda ng pagkain
at inumin. Kabilang sa
mga magiging basura ng
palaro ay mga plastic at
food beverage container,
aluminum can at card-
board.

Sabi ni Antipor-
da na maaaring hili-
ngin ng mga SEA Games

organizer at host LGU
ang tulong ng mga
kinavukulang city angd
municipality environ-
ment and natural re-
sources officer at mag-
pakilos ng mga vo-
lunteer para masiguro
na ang mga basura ay
naayos ha maipaghiwa-
hiwalay at maipadala sa
mga materials recovery
facility.

Umaasa si Antipot-
da na ang 12 araw na
palaro ay magsisilbing
pagkakataon na maisu-
long ang waste segrega-
tion at recycling, at ang
mga ito ay manatili be-
yond the games'.

Idinagdag pa niya
na ang Imga pamamara-
an sa pagpapatupad ng
waste segregation at re-
cycling ay nakalatag na
mula sa antas ng probin-
sya hanggang sa baran-
gay batay sa kanilang
mga naaprubahang 10-
year Solid Waste Man-
agement Plan (SWMP).

Ang mga SWMP ay
alinsunod sa Republic
Act 9003 o ang Ecolo-
gical Solid Waste Ma-
nagement Act of 2000
na nag-aatas sa mga
LGU bilang panguna-
hing may responsibili-
dad sa waste segrega-
tion at disposal,

Ayon sa tala ng
NSWMC, 20 sa 23 siyu-
dad at bayan na host ng
SEA Games ang may-
roon nang aprubadong
SWME samantalang ang
tatlo ay kasalukuyang si-
pusyti. (Riz Domin-
gues) i
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Sweeping plastics ban
worries QC traders

City gov't says it will soon hold a briefing on details of ordinances

By Matthew Reysio-Cruz

As the Quezon City government
moves forward with a far-reacl-
ing plan to cut plastic waste by
prohibiting single-use materials
at dine-in establishments, some
business owners said the thres-
month transition period was
unfeasible and could devastate
certain rerailers.

On Sunday, Mayor joy Bel-
mente announced two ordinane-
es that were signed in October—
City Ordinances SP-2868 aud
SP-2876—which would impaose
a wider ban on plastic bags and
all single-use plastic and paper
materials for dine-in customers,
respectively.

The plastic bag ban—which
also removes the option of let-
ting shoppers buy a bag for P2-—
will begin in january 2020, while
the prohibition on disposable
materials will start in February.

Jesse Livingston, who co-
runs a small restaurant in the
city, said he was shocked to
find out about the new policy
through the media without pri-
cr notice from city officials.

“Business will suffer, which
will trickle down to the em-
ployee level and into the small
communities,” he said. “There
will be a big pushback from
business on this.”

‘Complete cultural change’

While Livingston lauded
the intent of the ordinance
to reduce the city’s immense
plastic waste, he said it would
ultimately require a “complete
cultural change” to succeed.

This was a sentiment shared
by Miguel Barnes, cwner of a
burger sheop in Barangay Tan-
dang Sora with his wife, Karen.
The transition to nonsingle-use
materials will be difficult be-
canse of “the existing mentality

and practices of the society we
live in nowadays,” he said.

“Customers heavily rely on
these disposable or single-use
materials, riot only for the con-
venience of transporting food
and not having to wash dishes,
but also for personal food hy-
giene and sanitation,” he said.

Because -the public had
come to expect some of these
materials as part of customer
service, (those eating at the cou-
ple’s burger shop, for example,
are provided with grease paper,
plastic gloves and aluminum
foil), taking them away could
lead to their overall brand tak-
ing a big hit, Barnes said.

Alex Adiaz, manager of a
restaurant on Katipunan Ave-
nue, also cited the potentially
high cost of transitioning te
nonsingle-use items as welil as
the durability of certain recy-
clable materials.

“The problem is durability

since we have items that have
sauce that can leak out,” Adiaz
said. “This is why we haven't
fully transitioned to recyclable
materials.”

Contacted by the Inquirer,
Andrea Villaroman, head of the
Quezon City Environmental Pro-
tection and Waste Management
Department, said the local gov-
ernment would meet with busi-
ness owners to “properly brief
themn on the details” of the ordi-
nance “in the next few days.”

Councilor Dorothy Delar-
mente, who introduced the two
ordinances, said on Sunday that
two public hearings were held.
She said the idea of imposing a
total ban on plastic bags came
from business owners them-
selves, around 3c0 of which
attended a committee hearing.

“It was fully accepted by the
business cwners [and] retailers,
because the suggestion came
from them,” she said. ina
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Fxcise tax on single-use plastic may
hurt economy, groups warn

By [ovEE MARIE N. DELa Cruz ¥ Glovesmnarie For his part, Philippine Amal-

TAKEHOLDERS on Monday

appealed to the House Committee

on Ways and Means to consider
the economic impact of the bill
imposing excise tax on single-use
plastic bags produced in the Philippines.

During the hearing on the
proposal imposing excise tax on
single-use plastic bags, Philippine
Plastics Industry Association Ine.
(PPIA) President Willy Go said the
proposalwouldhurt and eventually
kill the industry.

Go said members of the indus-
try are currently facing the nega-

_tive impact of local ordinances

banning the use of plastic bag in
their areas.

Several local gevernment units
have already issued ordinances
against the single-use plastic bags.

“Weareonewith the gavernment
when itcomes to saving theenviron-
ment but the P10 [per kilo] increase

is very detrimental to low-income
earners,’ Go said.

According to Go, the government
canstillfind ways to manage the en-
vironment without imposing excise
tax on plastic.

“We should instead strengthen
the information, education and
communication campaigns on the
use of plastic bags,” he said.

“But plastics have satisfied all re-
guirements. Itisreusable-recyclable,
nontoxic and biodegradable. Plas-
tic has become a punching bag,” he
added.

Go said plastic is better compared
to paper bags and “the most undesir-
able is paper.”

gamated Supermarkets Association
President Steven Cua, in the same
hearing, said the proposal might hit
the economy.

“We always maintained that it’s
always a problem between dispos-
ableandreusable. How doyouexpect
people to shop during Christnas?
Plastic is irreplaceable, sad to say,”
he pointed out.

“There’s a way, there has to be
somebalance, otherwise how[would]
peopleorconsumers shop?” Cuasaid.

But Cua said big supermarkets
can comply with the proposal but it
wouldbedifficuitinthecaseofsmall
stores, which uses thin single-use
plastic bags.

In House Bill 178, or the Single-
Use Plastic Bag Tax Act, House
Committee on Ways and Means
Vice Chairman Estrellita B. Su-
ansing of Nueva Ecija said her pro-
posal aims to impose excise tax on
plastic bags used in supermarkets,
malls, shops, stores, sales outlets
and similar establishments.

“Ttisaknownfactthatplastichags
contaminate soil and waterways.
Based on available data, 4 trillion
to 5 trillion plastic bags are utilized
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worldwide each yzar, and billions of
these end up as litter,” she said.

“Theseare, likewise, toxictoboth
humans and animals, especially,
when accidentally ingested. Plas-
tic marine debris have been docu-
mented to harm at least 267 species,
amongwhichare seaturtlesanddol-
phins,” Suansing added.

However, House Minority Leader
Bienvenido Abante Jr. pushedforthe
total ban of single-use plastic.

“What if we ban the single-use
plastics and impose a higher tax on
reusable plastics?” he said.

The bill proposes an excise tax
of P10 per kilotobe chargedatthe
point of sale of gnods or products
for every plastic bag provided by
the supermarket, malls, shops,
stores, sales outlets and other
similar establishiments.

The measure said 50 percent of
the revenues from the excise tax
on single-use plastic bags shall be
allocated to the solid waste man-
agement fund provided under the
Ecological Solid Waste Management
Act of 2000.

The same measure was passed on
third and final reading during the
17th Congress.

Malacanang, meanwhile, said
it expects all local governments to
emulate Quezon Cityafteritbanned
the distribution and utilization of
single-use plastics in the city start-
ing February 2020.

Quezon City Mayor Joy Belmonte
on October 15 signed Ordinance SP-
2876, which prohibits the distribu-
tion and utilization of single-use
plastics in hotels, restaurants, and
other similar establishments.

President Duterte earlierraised
the idea of prohibiting the use of
single-use plastics in the country
during a Cabinet meeting early
this month.

While Dutertehasyettocomment
on Quezon City's move, Presidential
Spokesman Salvador Panelo said he
expects alllocal governments to fol-
low Quezon City’s example,

“Wala pang sinasabi si Presidente
[The Presidenthasnotsaidanything
yet]. But I suppose all local govern-
ments would follow suit, since the
President has already made a stand
onthat,” PanelosaidinaPalacebrief-
ing on Monday.

Asked if the President planned
to certify bills on the ban of single-
useplasticsin the countryas urgent,

B

Panelo said he would leave it to the
discretion of Congress.

“Well, that depends on the
members of Congress. The Presi-
dent has already made a stand,
definitive stand en that; all they

‘have to do is to pursue that line,”

Panelo said.

During the 35th Association of
Southeast Asian Nations plenary
summit in Thailand, the President
issuedthe calltothedeveloped coun-
tries to be “more circumspect” with
their trash disposal.

Helamented thatthe Philippines,
Malaysia, and Indonesiahave turned
inte “among those who become
dumping grounds for hazardous
shipments.”

“If we are talking about improv-
ing the ecology of the place, the en-
vironment, then we must take into
account what we dump,” Duterte
said.

“Thisis as good as any other time
and any place to tell the other coun-
tries, the Western countries, to be
more circumspect,” he added.

In May, Duterte ordered a total
ban of waste materials from any for-
eign countries after a waste dispute
with Canada. With PNA
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Single use
plastic tax
mulled

He noted that use of single use plastics
is continuing despite bans by local
government units due to difficulty in
monitoring its use

By Kelth Calayag
@tribnephl_kit

The House Commiitee on Ways and Means yesterday + Tax them please A mountain
began its discussion ori the bill that would impose excise tax of trash, mostly plastic, is seen
on single use plastic bags. as one of the big contributors to

The discussion came a week after the House Committee on
Ecology began tackling bills banning single use plastic following
pronouncements of President Rodrigo Duterte against its use,

House Bill (HB) 17 filed by Sultan Kudarat 2nd District
Rep. Horacio Suansing i, and Nueva Ecija 1st District Rep.
Estrellita Suansing seeks to impose P10 per kilo excise tax
on plastic bags.

In her sponscrship speech, Suansing said higher excise
tax rates on single use plastics is being imposed in other
countries in the Associition of Southeast Asian Nations.

Aecording to her, exrise tax on plastic bags in Hong Kong
is P3.25 per piece, in Indlunesia PI8.07 per piece, in Malaysia
P2.44 per piece and in Cambodia P per piece.

Suansing said HB 175 or the “Single use Plastic Bag Tax
Act” would encourage utilization of environmentfriendly
aiternatives to single use plastic bags.

According to Suansing, 50 percent of the revenues that
will be generated from the taxes shall be allocated to the Solid
Waste Management Fund while the remaining 50 percent will
2o to the general fund.

environmental catasirophy.

Proposals

Philippine Plastics Industry Association president Willy Go

during the hearing proposed that instead of taxing single use

plastics, there should be measures that should set its minimum
thickness.

He noted that use of single use plastics is continuing despite

bans by local governmenit units due to diffieulty in monitoring

“Most of the time, what is penalized is reusable

fine e plastic bags, even if it's thick,

\ _ it is being considered
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Quezon City bans
single-use plastics

QUEZCN CITY will ban single-use plastics and dispos-
abie materials in hetels and restaurants, the local gov-
ernment said in a statement.

Mayor Ma, Josefina G. Belmente signed an
ordinance that prohibits the distribution and use of
singe-use plastics and disposable materials, including
cutlery for dine-in purpoeses in ali hotels and restau-
rants in the city.

Materials covered by the ban for dine-in customers
of hotels and restaurants are plastic spoons, forks and
knives, plastic and paper cups, plates, straws, stirrers
and styrofcam.

Hotels, meanwhile, are prohibited from providing bar
and liguid scaps. sharmpoos ard conditicners, shower gels
and other items in sachets and single-use centainers.

“The local government of Quezon City is taking this
action to prevent and reduce the genaration of waste
rnaterials that are hardiy recovered and recycled, and
to promote sustainable practices, especially in the city's
thriving hote! and restaurant industry,” Ms. Belmonte
said in the statement.

She said she expects & significant drop in the vol-
ume of residual and plastic wastes once the rules that
will implement the ordinance are issued.

“This wilt be beneficial for the environment and the
people as these avoidable wastes are known to add to
the city's huge waste production and to littering and
flooding preklems,” Ms. Belmonte said.

The Envirenmental Protection ang Waste Manage-
ment Department and the Business Permits and Licens-
ing Departiment will monitor compliance.

First-time offenders wili be fined P1,000. A F3,000
fine will be imposed on second offense, and their
environmental permits will be revoked. Third-time of-
fenders will be fined P5,000 and their business permits
wiil he revoked and their establishments will closed.

In aninterview, Steven T. Cua, president of the
Philippine Amaigamate Supermarkets Association, Inc.,
said the ban on plastic bags might affect businesses. He
added that the law should be enforced gradually and
the public should be educated on the use of piastics.

Quezon City's waste study it 2013 said 0.81% of
the 9.64% “recyclable plastic wastes” from the city are
composed of single-use cutlery. The city said this was
equivalent to 2.6 tons a day or about gae truckicad of a
mini-dump fruck.

Meanwhile, Congressman Bienvenide M. Abante,
Jr. proposed at a ways and means committee meet-
ing on Monday to ban single-use plastic bags and
impose higher taxes on reusable piastics, noting that
such measures will be mare effective in “hetping the
environment.”

The parei tackled the proposed Single-Use Plastic
Bag Tax Act, which seeks to tax P10 for every kilo
of single-use plastic bag removed from the place of
production or release from the Customs house.

Willy Go of the Phifippine Piastics Industry Associa-
tion inc. opposed the tax. “A plastic bagis only P1 per
piece and if we calculate P10 per kilo, that will agd up
to around 20% of the cost.” — Vann Marlo M. Villegas

= 3 ‘ and Genshen L. Espedido
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House body tackles tax
bill on single-use plastics

THE House committee
on ways and means on
Monday began delibera-
tions on a proposed law
imposing P10 excise tax
on evety kilo of single-
use plastic bags, which is
being blamed behind se-
vere flooding in the coun-
iry and deaths of marine
animals.

The Couple Nueva Eci-
ia Rep. Estrellita Suansing
and Sultan Kudarat Rep.
Horacio Suansing Jr. filed
House Biil (HB) No. 781
imposing P10 excise tax

for every kilo of single-use
plastic bag removed from
the place of production or
reteased from the customs
house.

Estrellita Suansing un-
derscored the need to solve
the alarming plastic pollu-
Hon in the country, saying
almost 48 million shopping
bags are used throughout
the Philippines every day.

“The mass consumption
of plastic in the Philippines
further magnifies the Hood-
ing problem that Filipinos
experience, especially dur-

ing the tvphoon season. To
reduce ite costly environ-
mental impact, several
countries have already im-
Euscd taxes on plastic

ag,” said Estrellita Su-
ansmg.

But during the hearing,
Estrellita said their new pro-
Eusal would be a measly

1 per kilo of single-use
carrier plastic bag with or
withaut a handle where 50

ercent of the reveniues shall
¢ allocated (o the Solid
Waste Management Fund.

Ryan Ponce Pacpaco
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‘Solons propose tax
on single-use plastic

By Ryan Ponce
Pacpaco

THE House Comnpiittes
en Ways and Means yes-
terday began delibera-
fHons on a proposed layw
imposing P10 excise tax
on every kilo of single-
use plastic bags, which
is being blamed for se-
vere flooding inthe coun-
try and deaths of marine
animals.

Couple Nueva Ecija
Rep. Hstrellita Suansing
and Sultan Kudarat Rep.
Horacio Suansing fr. filed
House Bill (FIB) No. 781
imposing P10 excise tax
forevery kiloofsingle-use
plastic bag removed from
the place of praduction or
released from the customs
house,

Estrellita Suansing un-
derscored theneed tosolve
the alarming plastic pel-
lution in the country, say-
ingalmost48 millicn shop-
ping bags are used
throughoutthe Philippines
every day.

“The mass consump-
tion of plasticin the Philip-
pines further magnifies the
flopding problem that Fil-

ipines experience, espe-
cially during the typhoon
seas0n. 1o reduceiiscost-
Iy environmental impact,
several eountries have al-
ready imposed laxes on
plastic bag,” she said.

Butduringthe hearing,
Estrellita said their new
proposal would be a mea-
sly P10 per kilo of single-
use carrier plasticbag with
or withouta handleand 50
percent of the revenues
shall be allocated to the
Solid Waste Management
Fund.

“By imposing thislevy,
this bill endeavors to en-
courage the exploration
and utilization of environ-
ment-friendly alternatives
to single-use plastic
bags,” Estrellita said.

“Furthermore, this pro-
posed measure aims to
generate additional reve-
nues for the government
which could e used to
finance programs and
projects to counter the
harmful effects of plastic
pollution in the Philip-
pines,” said Estrellita Su-
ansing.

Willy Go, president of
the Philippine Plastics In-

dustry Association
(PPIA), told the panel
chaired by Albay Rep. foey
Sarte Salceda that plastic
production has been re-
duced by 20 percent after
some iocal government
units (LGUs) banned its
se,

“Probably the plastic
bag industry will just dis-
appear. So we think no
need tolegislate thisbill as
wearealready dying,"” said
Go in opposing the pro-
posal as he appealed to
lawmakers to carefully
study the measure.

“The cost will be
higher. The root cause is
thilack of discipline:, What
happenedis weare penal-
izing the product and the
consummer bears the im-
pact,” Go added.

Steven Cua, president
of the Philippine Amal-
gamated Supermarkets
Association (FPACASA),
appealed to Congress to
ensure a balancing act in
deliberating the measure.

“There has to be some
balance. How would pec-
ple shop?” said Cua who
maintained that plastics
are useful.
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PALASYO UMAASA
NA IBABAWAL NA
SA IBANG LUGAR ANG
SINGLE-USE PLASTICS

UMAASA ang Mala-
cafiang na ipaghabawal
na rin ng iba pang lokal
na pamahalaan ang
paggamit ng single-use
plastics.

lto ay matapos apru-
tiahan ng lokal na pama-
fialaan ng Quezon City
ang ban sa single-use
plastics sa kanilang lung-
sud para sa susunod na
taon.

Ayon kay Presiden-
tial Spokesman Salvador
Panelo, matagal nang
nais ni Pangulong Rod-
rigo Duterte na ipatupad
ang ban sa single-use
plastics sa buong bansa
dahil sa masarmang epek-
to nito sa kalikasan.

Matatandaang, una
nang sinabi ni Panelo
na posibieng sertipika-
han bilang urgent bili

ni Papgulong Duterte
ang panukala na mag-
babawal sa paggamit
ng single-use plastics sa
bansa.

Sa  ngayon, naka-
binbin pa rin sa Senado
ang Senate bill 333 na
naglalayong = i-regulaie
ang manufacturing, im-
portation. at paggamil
ng single-use plastics sa
bansa. DWIZBE2
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Ban sa plastik sa QC suportado
ng environmental group

SUPORTADO isang
environmental group
ang hakbang ng Quezon
City government na nag-
babawat sa paggamit ng
singie-use utensils at ban
sa paggamit ng single-use
plastic sa mga retail store.
Simula sa Enero 1, 2020
ay ipagbabawal ng Ordi-
nance 2868 ang pagbe-
benta ng plastic bag ng
mga retailer sa mga kus-
tomer nite. Sa kasalukuyan
ay pinagbabayad ng P2
kada plastic bag ang mga
retailer gaya ng supermmar-
ket at department store.
The promuigation
of these twin pollution

ng

prevention ordinances
against plastic and paper
disposables is as a step
in the right direction,” ani
Afleen Lucero, National
Coordinator ng EcoWaste
Coalition.

Inanunsyo ni QC Mayar
Joy Belmonte ang promul-
gasyon ng Ordinance 2876
at 2868 na akda ni QC
Councilor Dorothy Delar-
mente.

Sa ilalirn naman ng Ordi-
nance 2876, ang mga sin-
gle-use at disposabie uten-
sils gaya ng plastic spoon,
forks at knives; plastic/
paper cups, plates, straws,
stirrers; at Styrofoam ay

ipagbabawal na sa mga
dine-in customers ng mga
hotel at restaurant.

Pagbabawalan na rin
ang hotel sa pamimigay
ng naka-sachet o na na-
ka-single use plastic na
sabon, shampeo, condi-
tioner at shower gels.

Ang mga lalabag sa da-
fawang ordinansa ay pag-
mumuitahin ng P1,000 sa
unang paglabag, P3,000
at kanselasyon ng Envi-
ronmental Clearance sa
ikalawa at P5,000 multa at
kanselasyon ng Business
Permit at pagpapasara ng
tindahan © restaurant sa
ikatlo.—Leibilly Begas
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Gu—mulong nasa Kamara

ENCISE TAN
SA SINGLE-USE

PLASTICS

INALAKAY na sa
House Commit-
tee on Ways and

Means ang panukala na
nagpapataw ng huwis sa
single-use plastics.

Sa ilalim ng House
Bill 178 na inihain nina
Nueva Ecija Rep. Estrel-
lita Suansing at Sultan
Kudarat Rep. Horacio
Suansing, papatawan ng
P10 excise tax ang bawat
kilo ng single-use plastics
simula sa Encro 1, 2020.

Ayon kay Suansing,
layunin ng panokala na
makalikom ng dagdag
na kita sa pamahalaan na
gdgamitin naman sa mga
proyekto at programa para

sa solid waste manage-

ment,
Pero iginiit ni House
Minority Leader Benny

Abante na sa halip na pag-_

papataw ng excise tax sa
single-used plastic bag ay
dapat na magkaroon ng to-
tal ban dite.

Inirekomenda naman

ni Philippine Plastic In-
(dustry Association Presi-
dent Willy Go na pag-

aralan munang mabuti ang
panukala dahil sa econo-
mic impact nito.

Naniniwalz si Go na
kapag natuloy ang pag-
papataw ng buwis sa
single-used plastics ay
ipapasa ang ginastos ng
mga manufacturer sa mga
consumer.

Aniya, hindi na
kakailanganin ang pag-
bubuwis sa single-used
plastics kapag naapruba-
han ang mga panukala na
magpatupad ng total ban
sa plastics.

Giit nila, kahit anong
pagbubuwis ang gawin ng
pamahalaan 2y kailangang
palakasin ang information
and education campaign
sa publiko sa nepatibeng
epekto ng plastics sa tao at
sa kapaligiran.

CONDE BATAC
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Single-use plastics
ibabawal na sa OC

ang lungsod sa Metro Manila na nag-

ﬁ:i)ﬁw?al §H singgsle-use plastics. K::_lya naman
patuloy ang prohilema sa basurang plastics. [to :imsg%
dahilan kaya may pagbaha. Bumabara ang mga pla :
tics sa daluyan ng tubig. Hindi nabu!?ulok angdmt%n
ito kaya forever ang problema. Kahit n:cx sundu 3
nang sundutin ng MMDA ang mga upburnal, w;a-a_ag:s
sapagkat patuloy ang paggamit ng single-use p asC if !
Pero sa susunoid na taon, bawal na sa Quezon 3 ly
ang single-use plastics. Sabi ni QC Mayor Joy . «lal ’
meonte, mahigpit nang ipagbabawal ang pag-gta'm:: 2
utensils na gawa 54 plastic at maging ang ;?la:, icl aags a.
Ayon kay Belmonte, dalawang ordinansa ang ipin: o
noong pakaraang Dktubre na nagbabawal sa ;l‘l}lzgoe
use plastics. Magsisimnla ang ban sa Pebrero .

Bapat ipagbawal
ang plastic...

Napakamakabuluhan
monte. Dito magsisimul

plastics.

a an
5a paggamit ng plastic na

kapaligiran. Nararapat gaya
ang sisimulang pakikipagla

DISYEMBRE 3, 2019

ang hakbang na ito ni Bel-
g paglaya ng lungsod
banta sa pagkasira ng
hin ng iba pang lungsod
ban ng QC sa single-use

Karaniwang sachets ng shampoo, hair conditioner,
| 3in1 coffee, catsup, toothpaste at kasama rin ang mga
Plastic straws na ginagamit sa softdrinks, milktea at

mga plastic sachets. Mas matiba
kaysa karaniwang plastic bag. Ay
8roups tinatayang 59,7 bilyong s

il?a Pa ang makikitang iniwan ng baha, Namulaklak

Y ang mga sachets
0nsa environmental
achets ang umaapaw

52 mga estero sa Metro Manila. Maluluncd ang mga
residente sa basurang plastic sachets.

Hindi lamang pagbaha
surang plastic kundi bant

ang duolot ng mga ba-
a rin sa buhay ng mga

lamandagat. Dahit sa maling pagtatapon ng basu-
rang plastic, humahantong sa dagat at nakakain
ng mga balyena.

Magkaroon ng ordinansa ang bawat lungsod na
nagbabawal sa plastic. Sundan ang QC sa kanilang
bakbang. Dito magsisimula ang Paglaya sa plastics.
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Single-use plastics
hansa (C, sana’y
‘dipapoyilang

HINDI ko alam kung matatawa taye sa bagong
inaprobahang ordinansa ng Quezon City
government hinggil sa ban ng single-use plastics
sa mga restaurant at hotel sa lungsod.

“Ordinance No. 287 ... prohibiting the
distribution and use of single-use plastics
including cutlery for dine-in purposes.”

Malimbawa ng single-use plastics ay throw-
away plates, spoons, farks at cups.

Pero ba't natin nasebing nakatatawa ang
ordinansa? Una’y hanggang simula o masasabing
purong papogi lang ang lahat. Bakit?

Saan na ba umabotang naunang ordinansa
ng lungsod hinggil sa pag-ban ng paggamit ng
plastik na supot — sa palengke at groceries/
supermarkets?

“Quezan City Ordinance No. SP-2140 or the
Plastic Bag Reduction Ordinance.” Inumpisahan
ang impiementasyon sa ordinansa noong 1
Oktubre 2012. Ano ma ang narating ng
ordinansang ito QC Mayor Joy Belmonte?

Mayar Joy, oo nga L hindi kayo ang alkalde
nang maaprcbahan ang kampanya laban sa
plastic bag pero kayo &ng bise po noon, ibig
sabihin dumaan din sa kamay ninyo ang ordinansa
bilang presiding officer ng City Council. Tama po
bamadame?

Kaya, bago ninya sana inaprobahan o
pinirmahan ang ordinanza na lumusot sa City
Council — ang Ordinance No. 287 sana man lang
ay binuhay n’yo muna a astriktong inimplementa
ang naunang ordinanss faban sa mga plastik

plastik na 'yan. Ang nangyayari tuloy kaplastikan
na lamang ang ordinansa.

Pero sana Madame Joy, hindi maging
‘kaplastixan’ ang bagong crdinansa at sa halip,
estriktong maipatupad hindi fang hanggang simula
kung hindi, talagang giyera ang pagpapailpad.

Ngayon, alam n'yo na kung bakit nasabi natin
kung bakit maaaring magiging katawatawa ang
ordinansa?

Teka, hindi ba mas maganda na hindi lang sa
resto at hotel ipatupad ang giyera laban sa
single-use piastics, sa halip ay sa [ahat na — sa
mamamayan. |pagbawal na rin ang pagbebenta
nito sa palengke at supermarket para talagang
wala nang lumusot o tuluyan nang wala ng
gagamit nito.

At sa pagbabawal ng pagbebenta, malaking
kontribusyaon ito sa problema sa basura, maging
sa pagbabara sa mga kanal na nagdudulot ng
pagbaha.

Katunayan, noong unang panahon naman,
{alagang mga tunay na kutsara at tinidor na gawa
sa metal ang gamit. Hindi lamang sa handaan kung
hind maging sa cutings. Talagang nagdadala ang
mga magulang namin noon ng babasaging plato
atiba pa, walang plastik plastic noon.

Hindi naman taye tutol sa datawang ordinansa
ng QC kung hindi suportado natin itc pero, ang
nangyayari kasi hindi kayang panindigan ng
pamahalaan ang kanitang batas. Hanggang simula
lang.

lyon ngang ordinansa laban sa plastic bag,
katunayan may butas ang batas. Sa supermarkets
at groceries kapag walang dalang eco bag ang
kanilang mga kustomer, ito ay kanilang bine-
bentahan ng plastic bag ng P4.00 bawat isa. Ang
dapat walang ganitong uring alok. Totally ang
nararapat ay talagang walang plastic bag -
walang ibebentang plastic bag kung mayroon
man, ecobag ang dapat na inaalok ng groceries/
supermarket,

Sana Madame Joy, hindi magiging katawa-
tawa ang cily government sa bagong ordinansa
laban sa single-use plastic tulad ng unang
ordinansa na may butas.

Teka hindi ba mas maganda rin isama sa
ordinansa ang tuluyang pababawai ng pagbe-
benta nitc sa palengke, groceries at super-
market...c ang paggawa nito?
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Dagdag-buwis sa paggamit ng plastic,
may pondo na, bawas-basura pa

INALUBONG ng bagyo ang Disyembre.

Kung hahataw si ‘Tisoy', tivak na lulubog na naman ang
ilang lugar. At tulad ng dati, isa sa mga dahilan ay basura.
Tone-toneladang basura ang bumabara sa mga estero at
waterways. Kaya sa halip na tuluy-tuloy ang tubig ay naiipon

at nagiging mabagal ang pagdaloy papunta sa mga ilog.

Kung susuriin kung anong uri ng mga basura ang sanhi ng pagbaha ay
mga plastik — muia sa malalaki hanggang sa maliliit. Kung hindi mga
sirang ¢amitf ay mga pinagbalatan ng iba't ibang produkto. Bagama't. na-
paRatagal na itong problema. hanggang ngayon ay hindi pa rin nasosolb
nang tuluyan. Sadyang marami pa rin ang pasaway

Kaya ngayon ay sinusubukan nang daanin sa batas ang problema.

Isang panukala ang isinusulong upang mapatawan ng buwis ang mga
produktong disposable o single-use plastic. Layon nitong mahikayat ang
mga Pinoy na tigilan na ang paggamit ng single-use plastics na labis na
umanong nakasisira sa Rapaligiran.

Sa ilalim ng panukala, madaragdagan ng 10-sentimong buwis ang bawat
sando plastic bag. Ang nakikita natin ditong problema ay tiyak na papalag
ang industriva na apektado nito. Nauunawaan natin na may mga mang-
gagawa na talagang matatamaan. Kaya malaking hamon sa ating gobyerno
kung paano mapapangalagaan ang ating kRapaligiran nang hindi malalagay
sa alanganin ang ibang bagay

Siguro. puwedeng magpatupad ng total ban sa single-use plastics. Ito
‘yung mga sachet ng shampoo, toothpaste, creams, soaps, crackers, nuts at
iba pang foodstuifs. Habang buwisan naman ang mga reusable plastic at
ang pondong malilikom ay gamitin naman sa pagsalba sa ating Ralikasan.
Bumue rin ng mga programa na magpapaigting ng mga kampanya Rontra
plastik. Patunayan natin na nagpapataw tayo ng buwis hindi para may
maibulsa kundi upang may maganiit para sa ikabubuti ng lahat.

Samantala, puwede namang ituloy ang ‘tingi culture’ sa buhay nating
mga Pinoy lalo na at may mga mamimili na hindi kayang bumili nang
maramihan, pero gawin natin ito sa ibang paraan. Alisin ang mda plastic
sachei at gumamit ng mga lagayan na puwedeng magamit nang
pangmatagalan at paulfit-ulit.

Kung hindi natin ito gagawin ngayon, pare-pareho tayong malulunod
sa baha at basura.
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TACKLING PLASTIC WASTES:
NESTLE, VALENZUELA CITY PROGRAM
MAY BALIK SA PLASTIK AT 100 DAYS

Plastic wastes come in differant
formns, shapes and sizes. These wastes [12-
clude vsed sachets and beverage cartons,
candy wrappers, and sando bags — resid-
ual wastes — which are difficult to callect
and often end up as litter. While local gov-
ernment units (LGUS) may have salid
waste management programs in plice
that collect and recycle larger plastics and
other discarded items, more often thaa
not, these rypes of residuai wastes are not
adequately accounted for, and they adid
up te asignificant problem.

Assigning value to soft plastics
and used beverage cartons

Given this realfzation, Neszle Phllip-
pines and Valenzuela Ciry recently
formed a parmership called May Balik 5a
Plastik that aims to reduce the amount of
residual wastes in the clry’'s wansfer sta-
tion and landfill by incentivizing thelh
collection per kilogram, sarting them (o
recycling nr upcycling, or <o-processing
in cement kins.

The program also segks to change e
behavier of residents toward resicisl
plastic wastes by putung a value to them
that did not previcusly exist, giving a =2
son to coliect rather than discard thed
haphazardly.

The inidative is the country's firsn
citvwide residual waste collecton pro
gram that recovers used laminates and
beverage cartons,

Driving theright behavior
toward plastic waste

As Moy Beiik Sa Plastk marked lt2
woth day from the start of the first collie-
don, the program has diverred from the
landfilf a substandal armount of heusehaic
plastic wastes. Collections have incremssd
by close to 400 percent since the flyst roe
“This is in line with our goal of achieving
plastic neutrality at the earliest possilie
time, that is, recovering the equivalent
amount of plastic packaging we uge for our
products.” Nesté Philippines Chairmun
and CEQ Kais Marzould said.

Currently, the top three burangays o1
residual waste ollection are [fgong, gy
and Gen, T, de Leon. while the wp three
schools are Reberta de Jesus Elementary

Schoal, Disiplina Village Bignay Elementry
Scheol, and Lingunan High School

Barangay Ugong, notably, gathered
less than 10 kg on the inttial collection
day, but with the combined efforts of
community leaders and residents. in a
short span of time collecdons had in-
creased exponentially to 2,000 kg. The ex-
perience of Ugong demonstrates that the
campaign is effecting positive change.

“Through this program we are proving
thal we can acrually retooi and reuse
these plastic sachets. What we're showing
is that we can offer an alternative to a to-
tal ban,” Valenzuela Mayor Rexlon
Gatchalian emnphasized.

“Even my childven are learning to pick
up plastic on the streets, at school, to
avoid litter in our surroundings. We have
learned to collect plastic from our neigh-
bors and community. Now there is [ess
trash collected by the garbagze wruck
where we hive," sald Barangay Usong resi-
dent Merlinda Genates, 47.

Jairabbai Eugenio, a tivh school science
teacher in Valenzuela, observed that chil-
dren are participating in May Baiik Sa Plas-
dk. "They bring plastic wastes to school.
And during break e, you'll norice that
whereas in the past you would see plastc
prdaging from snacks filling up tash re-
cepticles, now students wke these wastes
and are colfecting them,” he said.

Ensuring sustainability

As For making May Balik Sa Plastx sus-
tainable, the Local Solid Waste Manage-
ment Boxrd has submitted ta the City
Councii a proposal to mandate waste 5eg-
regation at source through a city ordi-
nance. “We will instirutionalize the pro-
gram through an ordinance, hopefully be-
fore the end of the year,” explained Em-
manuel Detesmo, vice chairman of the
board and head ¢of the Public Sanitation
and Cleanliness Group.

“Wa are actively seeking collaboration
with different stakehoiders such as the
aty government and the residents of
Valenzuela, As we learn from May Balik Sa
Plastik, we are gearing up to expand it Lo
other parts of the country, bringing us
cleser to the vision of a waste-fTee fu-
ture,” sccording to Mr. Marzouki.

Aay Balik Sa Plascik, an
environmental partnership
batween Nestlé Phifippines
and Valenzuela City, seeks
toreduce residual plastic |
wastes in the city’s
transfer station and
landfifl. In phota are MNest/g
Philippines and Valenzueia
City LGGU rapresentatives
during a cellection day.

Barangay Ugong staffer

Mercedes Balangui, 52, at

the barangay materials

i r=covery fachity
Inspecting collected

plastic wastes under

May Balike 5z Plastcik.
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UN GHIEF: ‘POINT GF NO RETURN NEARS AMID DISMAL
CLINATE ACTION

MADRID—The world’s efforts
to stop climate change have been
“utterly inadequate” so far and
there is a danger global warming
could pass the “point of no re-
turn,” UN Secretary General An-
tonio Guterres said on Sunday.

Speaking before the start on
Monday of a two-week interii-
tional climate conference in
Madrid, the UN chief said the
impact of rising tempera-
tures——including more extreme
weather—was already being
felt around the world, with dra-
matic consequences for humans
and other species.

Over the last decade, more
than 20 million people have
been driven from their homes
by fiercer weather and worsen-
ing wildfires—a problem set o
worsen unless leaders act swifl-
ly to head off surging climate

threats, antipoverty charity Ox- ~

fam said on Monday.

Much of the displacement
caused by cyclones, floods and
fires appeared temporary and, in
some cases, due to better efforts
to evacuate people ahead of dan-
ger, Oxfam researchers said.

But its “sheer scale” was a
surprise, said Tim Gore, Ox-
fam’s climate policy leader,
with island nations like Cuba,
Dominica and Tuvalu seeing on
average close to 5 percent of
their people out of their homes
in any given year.

Political will lacking

"This is the warming world
we have long been warning
about. Now we're seeing it play
out before our eyes,” Gore said.

Guterres noted that the
world had the scientific knowl-
edge and the technical means to
limit global warming, but “what

most vulnerable to climate
change—had pledged to stop
emitting more greenhouse gas-
es by 2050.

“But we also see clearly that
the world’s largest emitters are
not pulling their weight. And
without them, our goal is un-
reachable,” he said.

The UN chief said he hoped
the meeting in Madrid would
see governments make more
ambitious pledges ahead of a
deadline to do so next year.

Market for emissions

He also said that creating a
worldwide market for emissions,
which is a key element of the
sixth article of the Paris accord,
remained one of the most con-
tentious issues for negotiators.

The Oxfam study, released
as the UN climate negotiations
start in Madrid, examined the

is lacking is political will.”

“The point of no return is no
longer cover the horizon,” he
told reporters in the Spanish
capital. “It is in sight and
hurtling toward us.”

Stop war on nature
Delegates from almost 200
countries will try to put the finish-
ing touches on the rules govern-
ing the 2015 Paris climate accord
at the Dec. 2-13 meeting, These in-
cluded how to create functioning

international emissions trading

systems and compensate poor
countries for losses they suffer
from rising sea levels and other
conseguences of climate change.
Guterres cited mounting sci-
entific evidence for the impact
that man-made emissions of
greenhouse gases were already
having on the planet, including
record temperatures and melt-

numbers of people displaced in-
side their home countries by cli-
mate-fueled disasters between
2008 and 2018, based on govern-
ment and international agency
data, as well as media reports.
Seven of the top 10 countries
with the highest displacement
by proportion of their popula-
tion were developing island
states, largely in the Pacific and
the Caribbean, the report found.
But arcund 8o percent of all
people forced from their homes
by weather disasters over the
last decade were in Asia, where
large populations in countries
from the Phitippines to Sri Lan-
ka live in areas threatened by
cyclones or flooding, it said.
Overall, the number of
weather disasters considered
extreme grew fivefoid over the
last decade, researchers said.
—REPORTS FROM AP AND RELUTERS

ing polar ice.

But he insisted that his mes-
sage was "one of hope, not of
despair. Our war against nature
must stop and we know that
that is possible.”

Countries agreed in Paris
four years ago to limit global
warming to well below 2 de-
grees Celsius, ideally 1.5 C by the
end of the century compared
with preindustriat times.

Already, average tempera-
tures have increased by about1C,
leaving little room for the more
ambitious target to be met.

Growing demands from citi-
zens, particularly young people,
have shown that there Iis
widespread desire for climate
action, according to Guterres.
“What is still lacking is poiitical
will,” he said.

He noted that some 70 coun-
tries—many of them among the
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UN: Climate ‘point
of no return’ nears

UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres says on
the eve of 2 two-week international climate con-
ference in Madrid that efforts to stop climate
change have been “utterly inadequate” so far.
Growing demands from citizens, particularly
young people, have shown that there is
widespread desire for climate action, but what is
lacking is “political will,” says the UN =%
chief. —sTORY BY AP AND REUTERS “
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Climate crisis has reached
‘point of no return’ — UN chief

MADRID (AFP) — The
devastating impacts of glob-
al warming that threaten
humanity are a pushback
from Nature under assault,
UN chief Antonio Guterres
warned Sunday ahead of a key
climate conference.

"For many decades the
human species has been at
war with the planet, and now
the planet is fighting back,"
he said, decrying "utterly

inadequate" efforts of the
world's major economies to
curb carbon pollution.

"We are confronted with a
global climate crisis and the
poitt of no return is no longer
over the horizon, it is in sight
and hurtling towards us.”

Guterres flagged a UN
report to be released Tues-
day confirming the last five
years are the warmest
on record, with 2019 ’8

|
|
|
|
|

Climate crisis has reached...

likely to be the second hottest ever,

"Climate-related disasters are
becoming more freguent, more
deadly, more destructive," he said
on the eve of the 196-nation COP25
climate change talks in Madrid.

Human health and food security
are at risk, he added, noting that air
pollution associated with climate
change accounts for seven million
premature deaths every year.

The Paris Agreement calls for
capping global warming at under
two degrees Celsius, bt recent sci~
ence has made clear that the treaty's
aspiration goal.of 1.5C is a far safer
threshold.

A UN Environment Programme
report last week concluded that CO2
emissions would need to drop by a
vertiginously steep 7.6 percent per
year over the next decade to stay
within that limit.

But Guterres insisted that the 1.5C
goal is doable. All that is missing, he
said, is political will.

"Let's be clear -~ up to now, our
efforts to reach this target have been
utterly inadequate," he =aid.

- : . LIPS
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"The world's largest emitters are
not pulling their weight."

Current national pledges -- if
carried out ~- would see global
temperatures rise by at least 3C, a
recipe for human misery, according
to scientists.

Pelosi in Madrid

The UN chief's comments were
clearly aimed at the handful of coun-
tries responsible for more than half
of global greenhouse gas emissions,
though he did not call them out by
name.

President Donald Trump has set
in motion the process that will see
the United States withdraw from the
Paris deal by year's end.

At the same time, a US Congres-
sional delegation going to Madrid
will be headed by House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi, listed by the Spanish
government among heads of state
and VIPs.

"We want to give every opportu-
nity to the US to remain within the
commitments in the fight against
climate change," a spokesperson for

= o na s e N A

the Spanish prime minister's office
told AFP.

Other major emitfers -- China,
India, Russia and Brazil -- have
given scant indication that they will
deepen their commitments in the:
near term.

Guterres did single out the Euro-
pean Union as playing a constructive
role.

"Europe has an absolutely es—
sential role to play, and must be a
cornerstone in the global negotia-
tions leading to carbon neutrality,"
he said.

The European Commission's new
president Ursula Von der Leyen is
trying to steer the bloc towards a tar-
get of "zero net emission" by 2050,
but continues to face resistance from
some members, including Poland and
Hungary.

To help speed the transition of
the financial sector, which continues
to invest heavily in the fossil fuels
driving global warming, Guterres
announced the appointment of cur-
rent Bank of England governor Mark
Carney as special envoy on climate
action and finance, effective Janu-
ary. (With a report from Thomson
Reuters Foundation)
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Climate change petition

E Alipinos are among the most vul-

' nerable to the impacts of climate

emergency. They are, hawever, also
leading the fight to attain climate justice
and solutions.

The good news is that Filipinos are
awaiting the Resolution to a four-year
National Inquiry on Climate Change
(NICC), triggered by a Petition filed
at the Commission on Human Rights
(CHR). The Petition was filed in 2015 by
a group of Filipinos and civil society or-
ganizations, including Greenpeace. They
all seek CHR to conductinvestigation on
how the world’s investor-owned fossil
fuel companies significantly contributed
to climate change and its human rights
impacts.

According to a Greenpeace report,
this is significant for two reasons.

First, it is “a first-of-its-kind effort — in-
vestigating the responsibility of fossil fuel
companies for human rights violations
stemming from climate change. Among
the tasks in the Petition are finding com-
panies’ responsibility, recommending that
policymakers develop and adopt clear and
implementable objective standards for
corporate reporting of human rights issues
in relation to the environment. as well as
monitoring vulnerable communities to the
impacts of climate change.

“Second, some of the Petitioners and re-
source persons for this effort ane typhoon
survivors and representatives from vul-
nerable populations. These brave Filipinos
are using their experiences and stories
to call on major companies to relax their
“business-as-usual” stance and to consider
the welfare of communities.

CHR is expected to release the Resolu-
tion before the year ends in time for the
International Human Rights Day and
United Nations Climate Change Confer-
ence in Madrid.

Last Nov. 8 to 10, a group of media
practitioners went to Panglao island in
Bohol for a weekend respite and to write
about the various developmenits in that
province especially about its booming
tourism industry. They were received
well by the management and officials of
the Bohol sites that they visited — Bluewa-
ter Panglao accommodations capped by
a tree-planting activity within the hotel
compound, the delphin-watching trip,
sightseeing at Isola de Francesco island,
looking for fireflies in the dark along the
Abatan River in Cortes, a trip to the Bohol
- Museum in Loay and the exciting river
cruise with dinner on the boat in Loboc,
with Mayor Leon Calipusan.

This particular trip was so blissful and
relaxing, thanks to the hospitality and
forward-looking preparations of Pete

TREEEEE e I BRT H el et

in tourism who knows his job and does
it well.

Here's Pete’s report: “We reached the
check-in counter of Air Asia in Panglao
International Airport some 45 minutes be-
fore closing time. We were just in time for
Z2 355, a 13:25 flight Sunday Nov. 10, 2019.

“We had a group ticket for Flight Z2
355 from Tagbilaran to Manila, with
these names -- Pedro “Boo” Chanco, The-
resa Chanco, Diego Cagahastian, Corazon
Cagahastian, Pete Dacuycuy (all senior
dtizens) and Benjamin Layug, Via Marie
Claire Baroma, Grace Louise Santiano,
Kristelle Bechayda, and Leica Dacuycuy.

“The Air Asia counter in-charge in Pan-
glao Airport said due to a glitch in their
computer system only FOUR passengers
could be accommodated - Via Marie
Claire Baroma, Grace Louise Santiago,
Kristelle Bechayda and Leica Dacuycuy.
The seniors and Layug had to wait for the
next flight some 2 hours Jater.”

“The irregular thing here,” writes
Pete Dacuycuy is that being the host dur-
ing the trip “I was made to pay at least
P10,000 for a rebooking fee for the six
passengers not accommodated or shall
we say off-loaded by Air Asia. They
were at the airport ready to board but
were not accepted, then charged again
with rebooking fee to be able to make it
on the next flight to Manila.

“While seated for almost one hour in
this succeeding flight, Diego Cagahas-
tian on Seat No. 4 was even challenged
to produce his boarding pass which he
did, presumably because there is another

passenger with the same seat number,
‘Double seating,” he heard the steward-

ess tell her colleague. Does this mean
that in these 2 flights of Air Asia from
Panglao to Manila, the management or
ground staff are selling seats for favored
passengers, thus off-loading other un-
suspecting customers?”

Pete’s report ends with: “Requesting
for'a refund but no reply.”

Calling, callir:g Air Aiia management.

It's an impossible task - stopping teen-
aged girls from getting pregnant. First
thing is that they are too young to be mar-
ried lawfully. But the itch to get hitched is
extrernely strong.

My househelp’s family has multiple
teen marriages. Starting with her, the
mother herself got pregnant at age 17, her
daughter at 16, and her granddaughter at
12, all three pregnancies occurring outside
of marriage. Why was this so, I asked the
mother. “It’s fate,” she told me. She also
had three husbands, her daughter also
three, and the granddaughter has just en-

toarnd] imtn 2 eannnd malabinanhie; b aces 14

I’ve heard of many impregnations
taking place in shacks where the families
sleep in cramp spaces, resulting in incest
and pregnandes. So, is it poverty that is
the cause of such ill relationships? '

Not just poverty, reports the Commis-
sion on Population and Development, but
rather, “a complex web of factors (that)
is causing the increase in incidences of
teenage pregnancy around the country,
and thus cannot be attributed to a single
factor alone.”

POPCOM issued the statement after
news articles pointed to moral decadence
as the reason for the rise in the numbers
of girls who have begun to give birth,
particularly those as young as 10 years old.

The lead population management
agency of the country pointed out that
“policy and program interventions which
will address the issue require

interagency and multisectoral col-
laboration.”

Undersecretary Juan Antonio Perez
1}, POPCOM'’s executive director, said
that based on various studies, “the inter-
play of various factors —from personal
to the community level — explains the
incidence of teenage pregnancies.

“All these factors should be consid-
ered in formulating an integrated series
of sirategies and interventions.”

Perez said institutional partners such
as the immediate family, schools and
religious organizations could help ad-
dress the interplay of numerous factors,
including morals and values formation
that influence the decision-making of
adolescents.

According to Philippine civil registra-
tion data in 2017, more than 500 babies
were born every day to adolescents 10
to 19 years old.

According to empirical evidences,
exposure to sexually explicit content
from the Internet, lack of access to
reproductive health information and
services, ineffective parental guidance,
negative peer pressure, engagement in
risky behaviors, as well as the changing
attitudes of adolescents toward their
sexuality are among the crucial factors
attributable to teenage pregnancies.

The role of parents and adult guard-
ians are important in developing posi-
tive values among adolescents.

]
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Perez likewise cited the urgency of a
number of pending legislations on re-
productive ealth to be enacted. “Given
the complexity of the phenomenan of
teenage pregnancy and its life-long
implications, there is a need for a com-
prehensive policy solution.”

As such, POPCOM strongly supports
the signing of bills authored by Senators
Ana Theresia ‘Risa” Hontiveros and
Juan Edgar “Sonny” Angara aimed at
establishing a national policy on the
prevention of adolescent pregnancy
through comprehensive strategies.

While these bills are pending, Perez
said there is a need to implement mul-
tisectoral strategies to drastically arrest
the prevalence of teenage pregnancies.

For this purpose, POPCOM supports
the call to declare this alarming state as
2 “national emergency” to foster more
focused collaborations among stake-
holders.

* ®

Email: dominitorrevillas@gmail.com
*
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Bagyo magpapataas )
‘i ng tubig sa Angat Dum\

Bagyo magpapataas ng tubig sa Angat Dam

MAKATUTULONG ang bagyong
Tisoy para tumaas ang level ng m-
big sa Angat Dam na magagamit sa
darating na summer seasor, ayon
sa National Water Resources Board
(NWRB).

Sa ngayon ay nasa 189 meter ang
water level sa Angat, nasa 16 meter
ang kailangan iparau maabot ang nor-
mal operating level na 205 meter.

Ayon kay NWRB Executive Di-
rector Sevillo David Jr. nasa papa-
sok pa na bagyo bago matapos ang
taon nakasalalay ang seguridad ng
water supply hanggang sa pagpa-
sok ng summer sa susunod na taon,
umaasa umano ang ahensiya na
magkakaroon ng pag-uulan sa Lu-
zon para madagdagan ang antas ng
tubig sa dam.

“Itong bagyong Tisoy, kahit may
pangaiitba sa mga epekto nito sa
mga kababayan natin, sa punto na-

man po ng water supply e makaka-

‘43 Metro Manila, una nang sinabi ng

buti po ito kung saka-sakali,” pali-
wanag i David.

Ang Angat Dam ang siyang
pangunahing nagsu-supply ng tubig

NWRB na ktng hindi madaragda-
gan ang tubig sa dam ay asahan na
ang kakapusa:  ng tubig pagsapit ng
buwan ng Marso hanggang Mayo,
gayunpaman, maganda ang forecast
ng Philippine Atmospherie, Geo-
physical and Asironomical Services
Administration (Pagasa) sa bagyong
Tisoy na magdadala ng pag-uulan
sa Bulacan atr Pampanga kaya posit-
ibo ang ahensiya na makatutulong
ito para maibsan ang problema sa
supply ng tubig.

Ang bagyong Tisoy ang ika-20
bagyo na pumasok sa bansa, sa tala
ng Pagasa ay maaring may isa pa na
bagyo na pumasok sa bansa ngay-
ong buwan ng Disyembre.. (Tina
Mendoza)
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\NGAT Dam's dangerous]y low revels will be hopefuITy doused by the arrival of typhoon "ﬁsoyr,

which is expected to dump ramwatef ﬁld increase the metro's water supply.
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NIGKEL ASIA SHINES IN NATIONAL MINE SAFETY, ENVIRONMENT AWARD

BAGUIO CITY - Nickel Asia
Corporation subsidiaries
took the spotlight in the re-
cently-concluded 66th Annu-
al National Mine Safety and
Environment Conference
(ANMSEC) here, with one af-
filiate taking the most covet-
ed Presidential Mineral In-
dustry Environmental Award
(PMIEA).

Cagdianao Mining Carpo-
ration (CMC), based in Valen-
cia, Dinagat Islands
province, bagged the rop
Presidential award and the 2
highest safety performance
awards — the Safest Surface
Mines and the Overall Safest
Mine Operations. These
awards are given to operat-
ing mines that have shown

exemplary performance in
the area of environment en-
hancement and protection,
safety, health, and social de-
velopment and corporate so-
cial responsibility.

CMC's Archie Sierra also -

won the best surface safety in-
Spector award during the
November 19-22 ANMSEC, the
largest annual gathering of the
country’s minerals sector that
also feature safety competi-
tions, mining equipment ex-
hibits, and a symposium tack-
ling industry issues.

Likewise, other NAC affili-
ated also harvested awards. Hj-
Natuan Mining Corporation
(HMC) based in Tagana-an
town, Surigac del Norte, took
home the Platinum Award in

the surface mining category
and as first runner up in the
Best Forest Award.

Two of HMC's miners,
James Wilkins Asio and Angelo
Canada, were conferred the
Best Mine

Supervisor Award and Best
Miner Award, respectively,

Meanwhile, NAC subsidiary
Rio Tuba Nicke} Mining Corpo-
ration (RTNMC) captured the
championship crown Mine
Safety Field Demonstration
and Field Competiticn on First
Aid held during the last day of
the conference,

It was the second time in a
row for the Bataraza, Palawan-
based RTNC to win the title,
demonstrating the unrivaled
competence of its emergency

response team,

Receiving the major PMIEA
award, CMC resident mine
manager, Engr. Arnilo Milaor,
said the recognitign further
strengthened their resolve to
operate well beyond the regu-
latory standards,

“This Presidential award
only solidifies our zeal, convic-
tion, commitment, courage,
and readiness to face future
challenges and respond to the
ever-evolving regulatory envi-
ronment,” Milaor said.

“More than that, the honor
‘hat has been bestowed to ug
‘his  evening  wii only
‘trengthen our determina tion
0 improve the lives of our
“mmunity stakeholders, pro-
et and preserve the environ-

ment, and make Cagdianao
Mining the healthiest and
safest mine in the entire coun-
try,” he added.

Milaor. echoed the call of
Environment Secretary Roy
Cimatu at the start of the
awarding ceremony for the in-
stitutionalization of the “cul-
ture of care” in all aspects of
mining operations.

“Through various programs
being implemented by mining
companies, which include the
social development and man-
agement program, support and
services have consistently been
provided to ensure sustqir}ed
improvement in the living
standards of host and neigh-
boring communities,” Cimatu
said in a speech delivered by

Environment Undersecretary
Analiza Teh.

The annual mine safety and
environment conference is or-
ganized by the Philippine Mine
Safety and Environment 4sso-
ciation (PMSEA) in coordina-
tion with the Department of
Environment and Natural Re-
sources-Mines and Geo-
sciences Bureau, the Chamber
of Mines of the Philippines, the
Philippine Society of Mining
Engineers (PSEM).

The PMIEA, meanwhile, is
pursuant to Executive Order
No. 399, series -of 1997, which
recognizes outstanding levels
of dedication, initiative and in-
novation in various aspects of
operations in the country’s
minerals sector.
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Foreign chambers nix
add’l taxes on mining

By LOUELLA DESIDERIO

Foreign businessmen in the country
are against a plan to impose additional
taxes on the mining industry, saying this
would be counterproductive to govern-
ment’s aim of increasing its revenue take
from the sector.

The Joint Foreign Chambers (JFC) of
the Philippines said in a position paper
on the additional taxes to be imposed
on the mining industry through House
Bills 00288, 00560, 01867, 02557, 04541,
04874 and 05022 that while it recognizes
government’s aim to increase its share
from revenues of mining operations,
the proposals would be costly to the
mining industry and in the long run
decrease rather than increase govern-
ment’s revenues.

Through the mining bills, govern-
ment is looking to establish various fis-
cal regimes for the mining industry by
imposing several sliding scale royalty
rates on both metallic and non-metallic
mining operations.

In some cases, the proposal involves
sliding scale government share based
on margins with most adding additional
shares on windfall profits.

The Tax Reform for Acceleration and
Inclusion Law or the first package of
the government’s tax reform program
which took effect last year, already in-
creased the excise tax rate on all miner-
als by 100 percent.

In addition, the Philippine Mining
Act requires mining companies to set
aside a minimum of 1.5 percent of their

operating costs to fund and implement
social development and management
programs, and one percent royalty on
gross sales for indigenous cultural com-
munities.

As such, JFC is of the view additional
taxes would be an added burden and in
the long-term, could discourage mining
investments and lead mining firms to go
to other countries with more attractive
regimes.

Without the recent doublmg of the ex-
cise tax, JFC said the country’s existing
mining taxes were already uncompeti-
tive internationally, based on the Inter-
national Monetary Fund’s 2012 report
to the Philippine government.

Citing the calculations of the Cham-
ber of Mines of the Philippines, JFC
said the recent doubling of excise tax
has made the average effective tax rate
or AETR reach over 73 percent, higher
than tax regimes of major mineral
producing countries such as Canada
and Australia.

“JEC believes that extending the
royalty rates of existing mines outside
the mineral reservations by any margin
would make the fiscal regime unattract-
ive for new mining investments and may
cause the shutdown of existing mines
with low profitability,” it said.

As some of the bills treat metallic and
non-metallic mining equally or without
distinction, JFC said it is important to
note the differences.

It said applying uniform taxation may
adversely affect other related industrijes.
For instance, additional taxes on non-

metallic minerals
could have an im-
pact on the cement
industry which has
a role in the gov-
ernment’s flagship
Build Build Build
program for infra-
structure develop-
ment.

‘While we ap-
preciate the need
for the adminis-
tration to fund the
many bold and
innovative pro-
grams outlined
in the 10-point
socioeconomic
agenda, we also
believe that ad-
ditional taxes
over and above
the current levels
would not accom-
plish the goals of
raising govern-
ment’s share of
mining revenues
but rather reduce
them. In our view,
the result would
likely be; cur-
tailment of mine

- expansions, clos-

ing of low profit
mines and limited
Or No new min-
ing investments
due to regional
competition. The
result would lead
to falling employ-
ment and income
in remote rural
areas where it is
needed the most,”
JEC said.
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Casting away coal
addiction for survival

By HEHERSON ALVAREZ

Climate Change Consciousness week is held
through the proclamation by President Gloria Maca-
pagal Arroyo every Novembet, through my recom-
mendation as Presidential Adviser on Climate Change
to raise awareness and generate action to respond to
global warming threats. This vear, its observance be-
comes even more significant because an Emergency
Climate Alert for a higher ambition to fulfill the PARIS
ACCORD has been underscored by the Intergovern-
mental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) and other
well-acknowledged Science Research Institutes.

The COP 25 will be held from Dec. 2-13, in Spain
due to certain political disturbances in’ Chile, Spain
with the UNFCCC secretariat has generously provided
the crucial global platform to form together a resilient
and responsive global will to mitigate and adapt to the
deepening climate change catastrophes.

It is imperative that the Climate Change Commis-
sion in defining cur Nationally Determined Contribu-
tion (NDC) provides a doable climate program that
supports the administration’s job-creation, even in-
dustrialization programs. A joint congressional public
hearing is essential for a fully transparent harmonized
process with vital inputs from all concerned agencies
and relevant civil society sectors.

One of the keys to the Philippines’ long-term
industrial growth — sustainable development and
resiliency, is a mix of energy sources which is job-
creating, that become less expensive over time, and
which also has fewer negative impacts on climate and
the environment, that threatens food security, health,
infrastructure, lives and livelihood.

We are entering a new era of grave disruptions
that include increasingly destructive impacts of an
overheating earth with climate change, of super
typhoons, ocean surges and super drought, raging
forest fires, landslides consequently deepening pov-
erty and hunger. Carbon dioxide and fossil polluting
gases have been the culprit of global warming. Fortu-
nately, the rise of alternative clean energy technolo-
gies as solar, wind, hydro waste, and geothermal are
readily accessible. LN Secretary General Guterres
in the recent ASEAN meeting stressed the need to
STOP our Coal Addiction.

It is auspicious that the President underscored
his concern for Climate Change in his speech in
Russia. In ASEAN, the President underscored the
value of protecting biodiversity as we address
climate change. He has also manifested political
will in rehabilitating our polluted water bodies, in
particular, Boracay and Manila bay. The President
also expressed his Upenness to address the plastic
crisis that identifies the Philippines as no. 3 in the
list of the most guilty pelluting countries. COP 25
is particularly directed to the blue planet concerns,
confronting global warming destruction of the cor-
als, acidification of our seas, plastic pollution, sea
level rise and ocearn surges.

The enormous popularity of the President can pro-
vide the opportunity lor him to serve as a caring guru
to protect our highly vulnerable archipelago, and seek
the Senate ratification of a UNESCO covenant for the

underwater heritage protection.

What can be realistically accomplished within the
remaining 2 1/2-year term of the Duterte administra-
tion focused on specific policies, actions and programs
that are doable and achievable?

The twn piuars ot enminanng the scourge ot drugs
and corruption while preventing further environmen-
tal degradation through decarbonization will lift the
nation and its leadership to a rendezvous with destiny.

L The basic problem

1. The Philippines is one of the top three countries
most threatened by climate change. We need to CLI-
MATE PROOF our people against its inevitable im-
pacts and risks, to take full ad vantage of new financing,
technology and other job opportunities that it will cre-
ate and attract green investments, clean technologies
and green building.

2. We also need to manage properly the ongoing
shift in energy technologies to minimize stranded
costs, technology lock-in and other risks as well so as
to take full advantage of the decreasing costs, lower
pollution, more green jobs and businesses, and other
benefits as well as opportunities these newer technolo-
gies will create.

To attain the administration’s “Ambisyon Na-
tin 2040 (Malasakit, Pagbabago at Kaunlaran)” under
this new era, the Philippine energy sector faces a fun-
damental dilemma:

* Should it continue to rely mainly on traditional
sources and ﬂanning methods like coal and baseload
planning, which planners are already familiar and
comfortable with? or

* Should it adopt newer technologies and planning
methods such as new renewables and storage, and
flexible power plant planning which are cleaner, which
create more jobs, and which are becoming increasingly
cheaper over time?

Our energy sector today unfortunately inherited
from the previous Aquino administration a bias for the
first option, despite its disadvantages especially under
the new alternative energy era. The previous adminis-
tration’s Philippine Energy Plan 2012-2030 had energy
efficiency and renewable energy targets that would
have propelled the country toward this transition. Un-
fortunately, it failed to attain the energy efficiency and
renewable energy targets, but overachieved on its coal
targets instead, revealing its hidden bias. We will work
closely with the Department of Energy on a climate-
smart approach to the energy transition and seek to
assist that the Duterte Administration does not repeat
the egregious error of the Aquino Administration.

1. Addressing the problem

Our answer to the problem must be a two-track
energy policy. One that does not disrupt our economic
growth while it builds up national capacity for sustain-
able development through increasing reliance on re-

newable energy. [t allows us to fulfil our commitments
under the Paris Climate Accord based on CLIMATE
JUSTICE and the principle of COMMON BUT DIF-
FERENTIATED RESPONSIBILITIES. It also allows us
the resiliency to chart a low-carbon path according to
our Intended Nationally Determined Contribution of
Priorities (INDC).

This two-track policy will create jobs, pull down elec-
tricity prices, and provide ordinary people with a cleaner,

To page 9
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healthier living environment. It will also avoid locking in
our country for the next 40 years to power plants which
are highly polluting and whose increasing costs can derail
the industrialization efforts of the administration, over
malnutrition and/or poverty reduction.

This can be accomplished by a simultaneous
approach that builds on existing and committed
(Construction on-going) conventional power plants
to make them more dependable, more efficient and
less polluting and builds up new power capacity for
sustainable growth through gains in energy etficiency
and increasing reliance on renewable energy.

I1I. Basic objectives:

1. To promote specific climate actions, policies, and
programs (APPs) to help sustain a strong economy
through job growth and lower electricity prices over
the next five (5) vears.

2. To use these APPs to leverage investment, tech-

nology and capacity-building in order
to capture large-scale mitigation and
adaptation opportunities for the country.

3. To bolster biodiversity conserva-
tion through protection of the forest and
oceans as carbon sinks to help reduce
greenhouse gases.

4. To increase via riverbank solar or
river basins another 1.5 million hectares
from the 6 million existing hectares of ir-
rigable land. Currently, only 1.5 hectares
are irrigated. By irrigating 1 hectare of

land, it is as if you have 3 hectares har-
vesting 3 times a year instead of merely
depending on rainfall.

IV. Proposed response

A. Mitigation initiatives: Reducing
greenhouse gas emissions

The tollowing prototypical mitigation
projects can be prioritized for carbon
capture and reduction to meet our inter-
national climate change commitments.
They, at the same time in adaptation
by creating jobs, alleviating poverty,

enhancing food security, and promoting biodiversity
conservation, confronting vector borne and climate
caused respiratory, gastro-infestinal diseases, cancer
and heart ailments.

1. Expand a forestation and reforestation proj-
ects by another 1.5 million hectares, with improved
monitoring and evaluation component and by stop-
ping deforestation. Forests provide economic, social
and environmental benefits. As a bonus, they also
sequester huge amounts of carbon dioxide. Defores-
tation produces almost twice as much carbon dioxide

Turn to page 12

Casting away... From page 9

as the energy sector.

2. Upscale Jow-carbon farming methods
in irrigation systems nationwide such as
organic farming, which eliminates the use
of fossil fuel-based agro-chemical, and the
systern of rice intensification (SRI) which
reduces agricuttural methane by minimiz-
ing rice field flooding. These systems also
improve farmers’ income and health.

3. Mandate segregation and recycling
projects in municipalities and cities to
control pollution and greenhouse gas
emissions from solid and liquid wastes
while turning them into source of local
jobs and income.

4, Manage the ongoing energy transi-
tion from fossil fuels to new renewables

to reduce carbon emissions and at the
same time maximize flexibility, preserve
Fotentially game-changing options, en-
1ance job creation, and minimize the cost
of electricity to consumers. Pilot proven
energy efficiency and renewable technolo-
gies in government buildings and other
structures, to set the example for the rest
of the country. Solarizing a Malacafiang
building would be a model of inspiring
government offices to follow the lead of
the Palace.

5. Acquire electric vehicles (EVs) for
some government offices, to initiate the
necessary infrastructure of charging sta-
tions that can spur other early adopters
to shift to EVs.

6. Provide a comprehensive cultural, science-based
communications and effective education with inclu-
sive, transformative lifelong learning involving all
disciplines of the arts and forms of media through
a focused program with the support an interagency
cluster of tourism, social welfare and NEDA including
the rehabilitation of climate refugees.

7. Direct DOST, Department of Information and
Communications Technology, Climate Change Com-
mission and the Civil Service Commission to conduct
ajoint study to adopt internet protocol that will permit
at least 35 percent of public and private employees to
work athome, three days a week. This will help reduce
transport traffic, cut pollution and improve efficiency.

8. Tax appropriately and fairly COAL to excise its
hidden and overt subsidy to level the playing field as
one of the incentives for tﬁe entry of renewable energy.

B. Adaptation initiatives:

Preparing ourselves to cope with the risks of
climate change

1. Direct all cities in NCR to propose 20 initiatives
to protect and strengthen their cities, including three
key actions: managing the risk of flooding, increas-
ing areas for parks and vegetation, and improving
water and energy efficiency. Proposals must be based
on identified hazards and assessed risk of climate
change impacts on the most vulnerable areas and
infrastructure within their territories,

2. Implement job-creating agroforestry programs for
enhancing the resilience of farms to climate impacts,
reducing land degradation and improving soil quality
and productivity to ensure diversified and secure food
production in various parts of the country.
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3. Provide special funding to highly vulnerable
LGUs, like Cagayan de Oro and Illagan and local
universities Pagasa and nrrdc for the development
and implementation of adaptation plans based on
multi-hazard scenario-based assessment of risks and
vulnerabilities.

4. For food security, direct the Department of Ag-
riculture to include more resilient crops than rice and
cornin its programs and enhance the adaptive capacity
of small-scale agriculture especially in the Cordillera
Region, the Cagayan valley and parts of Mindanao.

5. Direct the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources to promote and provide support
for the cultivation of mangrove forests by coastal
communities for protection from storm surges and
opportunities for food, income and recreation.

6. Allocate appropriate fund and direct the Com-
mission on Higher Education, the Department of
Education and the Technical Education and Skills

Development Authority (TESDA) to implement
nationwide roll out, information dissemination
and training of teachers and students in integrating
climate change and disaster risk issues in the K to
12 and other curricula, This-can spark a nationwide
trend for innovation and promotion of science-based
solutions in commurnities and LGUs.

7. Require and assist DepEd and DOH to pro-
vide schools and clinics in distant barangays with
supplementary power from local renewable energy
sources. Incentives for installing and operating back-
up RE power sources by government agencies and
units, medical facilities and schools should also be
provided.

8. Declare the 175-hectare Las Pifias-Paranaque
Critical Habitat and Ecotourism Area of NCR and
similar critical areas as Climate Change Adaptation
Projects and commit PAGCOR funding for their plan-
ning, beautification, and clean-up.

9. Support the call of LGUs for the reform of the
People’s Survival Fund. The PSF was created in 2012
but remains generally dormant due to weak organi-
zational mechanisms.

President Rodrigo Roa Duterte supported the
recent global strike on Climate Justice, Peace and
Clean up kicked off in the Philippines by the Earth-
savers UNESCO Dream Center, Climate Institute and
its partners that created the unique Gallery of the Sea
that was applauded by him in his message.

“This administration recognizes that armed con-
flict and climate change are among the greatest chal-
lenges our society faces today. I thus commend your
organization for being our reliable partnerin uphold-
ing our peace-building efforts and environmental
conservation programs. I also hope that you will
encourage others to take concrete steps in preserving
our natural resources and leading a more sustainable
and responsible lifestyle.”

The President therefore is in a unique position
to initiate a cultural revolution Lo bring about a
regime of plenty by protecting the nation from the
ravages of inevitable, intensified extreme weather
occurrence that will submerge our coastal towns,
threatening the survival of our nation.

(Heherson T. Alvarez is former Senator and Isabela
Congressman who served as Secretary of Environ-
ment as well as Climate Change Secrelury. He is
the founder of Earthsavers honored as a UNESCO
Dream Center and is currently Chairman of the Ad-
visory Board of Climate Institute, among the oldest
International NGO bused in Washingfon D.C. tel.
09158883947 or 09178711161)
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Judiciary ends AFP
run in UNTV Cup

Games Sunday (San Juan City gym)
2 p.m. = PhilHeatth vs Judiclary
3:30 p.m. — NHA vs PITC

§ p.m. - AFP vs Malacanang-PSC

Upsets marred the eighth
UNTV Cup last Sunday as
defending champion and
erstwhile unbeaten Armed
Forces of the Philippines (AFP)
and two other frontrunners
suffered heartbreaking defeats
at the San Juan City gym.

First to fall were the AFP
Cavaliers who lost to the
Judiciary Magis, 78-72, in Group
A elims of the event organized
by UNTV president Dr. Daniel
Razon for public servants.

Former Ginebra player
Chester Tolomia and Jearomel
Serrano waxed hot from afar,
scoring 17 and 15 points,
respectively, as the Magis
snapped AFP’s six-game
winning streak dating back to
the elims.

The two-time champions
Magis evened their record at 3-3
while leaving the Department

of Environiment and MNatural
Resources as the only unbeaten
team in the eight-team second
round with a 6-0 mark.

Also falling by the wayside
were Malacafiang-Philippine
Sports Commission and
Department of Agriculture.

The Kamao dropped to 5-2
in Group B after losing to the
Philippine International Trading
Corporation Giobal Traders, 68
58, while the DA Food Masters
lost for the second straight
game after being nipped by the
National Housing Authority
Builders, 74-72.

The win improved PITC's
record to 4-2 while the Builders
likewise enhanced their bid for
a quarterfinal berth with a 4-3
mark ~ the same record of the
Food Masters in Group A.

The top two finishers after the
second will advance outright to
the semis while the third to sixth
placers play another round in
the quarters where the bottom -
two will be eliminated.
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ang Remate bilang

ng correspondent

nﬂuia Mindanao,

Hindi nakayanan ni
~kapatid na Benjie ang
grabeng sugat sa dibdib
al baga nang bumagn .
" dito ang dalawang bala
kallbre .45 na ginamit ng
mga kitler.

Mamatay si Benjie,
stalion manager ng
Radyo ni Juan sa Tacu-
rong City, sa umaga ni-
tong nagdaang Linggo
sa Southern Philippines
Medical Center sa Da-
vag City.

Una siyang itinakbo

sa Sl Louie Hospital sa
Tacurong City ngunit
nang lumala ang kan-
yang kalagayan ay inili-
pat siya sa SPMO.
 SA HARAP
NG BAHAY
Mapangahas ang
mga killer ni Benjie da-

hil pinagbabaril siya

mismo sa harapan ng
kanilang bahay sa Sam-

paguita Street Tacurong

City noong Oklubre 30,

Maghihintay noan ito
ng lraysikel papasok =a
kanyang trabaho sa
Radyo ni Juan.

Hindi pa alam hang-
gang ngayon kung ano
and motibc sa pagpatay
sa Kanya.

Subalit masidhi ang
pagkapit niya sa pagi-
ging 'sang brodkaster at
mamamahayag maka-
raang makaligtas siya
sa Ampatuan massacre
nang ma-delay ito sa
pachbiyahe kasama ang
mas biktima.

Al upang matigll ito
sa pagiging mamama-
hayag, masasabing pi-
natay siya ng riding-in-
tandem o kaya'y pina-
patay siya ng sinomang
kanyang nasagasaan
sa frabaho.

SUSPEK
ARESTADO

Lumalabas namang
may naaresto na sa mga
suspsk al sinasabing ito
ang gunman.

alalaman natin sa
mga susunod na araw
kung totoong suspek
ang nadakip na ng pulis-

¥a.

Dapat ilabas ng pulis-
ya ang ngalan at mukha
sa media ng suspek
para malaman ng mga
posibleng testigo kung
totod o hindi fall guy lto.

Al sana, bukod sa
kasama ng nadakip na
RIT, maisasama rin ang
utak ng pagpatay, kung
meran man.

At panagutin sifa la-
hat ‘5a batas anaman
angmga lulﬂbaa na mo-
qu, -

'Ni|BENNY/ANTIPORDA!
PAALAM, BENJIE CABALLERO
AT AMPATUAN MASSACRE

Ang mahalaga, kinitil
-ang buhay ni Caballero at
nararapal lang na maka-
mit ng kaqyang pamilya
ang katarungan

Mami-misg ng mga
-taga-Remate ang pamin-
sang-minsang pagtulog
nito sa opisina tuwing lu-
muluwas siya mula sa
‘Mindanao.

Paalam, kapatid na Da-
tu Benjie Abdu!— Caballe-

ro.
DESISYON
SA AMPATUAN
MASSACRE

Sinasabing llalabas
na ni Quezon City Hegio-
nal Tral Court Judge Ja-
celyn Solis-Heyes ang de-
sisyon nito =a Kasong Am-
patuan massacre sa da-
rating na Disyembre 19.

Gagawin ang pagiala-
bas ng desisyon sa ga-
nap na 8:00 ng umaga sa
Quezan City Jail Annex,
Camp Bagoeng Diwa, Bicu-
tan, Taguig City.

lto'y makaraan ang 10
tacng paglilitis sa 58 pi-
natay, kabilang na ang 32
mamamahayag; nasa
mabhigit sa 100 akusado
at nasa 200 testigo kontra
at pabar sa mga blkdima.

‘Pangunahing akusa-
do sina ex-Maguindanao
Governor Andai Ampatuan
Sr; ex-Dalu Unsay, Ma-
guindanac Mayor Andal
Ampatuan Jr.; ex-Autono-
meous Region. in Muslim
Mindanac Zaldy Ampatu-
an; at Datu Sahid Islam
Ampatuan,

Kabilang naman sa
mga naging pangunahing
saksi sina Vice Mayor
Sukarno Badal at isang
Lakmeodin Sallac na nag-
sabing ang tatlong mag-
kakapatid, kasama ang
yumac na nilang ama na
si Andal Sr. ang umano'y
nagplano para sa masa-
Ker. : J

Si Datu Sajid Islam
Ampatuan pansamanta-
lang nakalalaya sa piyan-
sang P11.6 million.

UMAASA NG

KATARUNGAN

Siyempre pa, umaasa
ang lahat ng mga biktima
na magkaroon ng kata-
rungan at sa anyo ito ng
deklarasyong gullty ng
mga akusado, lalo na ang
maa pangunahing akusa-
do, nag-checkpoint sa
mga biktima, kumalablt
ng mga gatllyo ng baril at

nagbaon ng bangkay ng
biktima sa pamamagi-
tan ng backhoe.

Mgunit wala tala-
gang nakaaalam kung
may idedeklarang guilty
o pagpapawalang-sala
dahil normal 5a mga de-
sisyen ng hukuman na
hindi dapat pakialaman
0 pangunahan ng kahit
5ino.

Maaari ring may ha-
hatulang guilty habang
ang iba ay hindi,

Maakasgayunman,
mga Bro, malayo pa
bago talaga makamit
ang tunay na kalaru-
ngén dahil daraan pa sa
Court of Appeals, [alo na
sa Korte Suprema ang
kaso... Kung aapela ang
mga akusado na mai-
dedeklarang guilty...
Kung migron man.

_ Kung inabot ng ma-
higit 10 taon si Judge
‘Solis sa paglilitis at pag-
lalabas ng desisyon,

Eqanu Kalagal naman

aya kdraming taon ang
uubusin ng Court of
Appeals. lalo na ang
Supreme Court; sa pag-
dedesisyon?

Ang Vizoonde mas-
sacre ay inabol ng ma-
higit 20 laon habang ang
double murder case na

Qlalia-Alay-ay ay 30 taon |

mula sa RTC hanggang
5C, ang Ampaluan mas-
sacre kaya?
MAMNGUDADATU
MAGBIBITIW
Inlhayag Kamakailan
ni Maguindanao Cong-
ressman Esmael Toio'
Mangudadatu na mag-
bibitiw siva bilang kong-
resman kung mapawa-
lang-sala ang mga Am-
patuan sa kaso.
Kasama kasi sa
mga biktima ang kan-
yang pamilya sa mga
namatay, kabilang ang
ilan niyang abogada, at
nadamay rin ang iba pa
na dumaraan at nasa-
ma sa checkpoint.
Kung ano ang kahi-
hinatnan ng lahat kaug-
nay ng panayag ni Cong.
Tote, walang nakaaa-
lam ngunit maaaring
ipagdasal na wala sa-
nang masamang maga-

nap.

Anomang reaksyon o
reklamo, maaaring ipa-
rating sa 0922840-3333
o i-emall sa bantipor-

da@ yahoo. com.
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