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We will leave it to the discretion 
of the Ombudsman, but I think 

preventive suspension can [apply] 

Benny Antiporda 
Undersecretary for Solid Waste Management and LGU Concerns 

dtt-. 

Local execs charged 
over open dumps 

DENR official vows going after violators in government 

By Patricia Denise M. Chiu 
@PDMChtuINQ  

The Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources (DENA) on 
Monday filed complaints before 
the Office of the Ombudsman 
against the mayor of Tabaco City, 
Albay province, and a former 
mayor of Limay town, Bataan 
province, as well as four others for 
allegedly violating the Ecological 
Solid Waste Management Act of 
z000, or Republic Act No. 9003. 

Undersecretary for Solid 
Waste Management and Local 
Government Unit Concerns 
Benny Antiporda, who led the 
filing, said that while "the 
penalty is light" for violation of 
the Solid Waste Management 
Act, he expressed the hope that 
preventive suspension may be 
applied as penalty to serve as a 
deterrent to future offenders. 

"What is important is that 
local government unit heads are 
aware that if they have a hand in 
destroying our environment, 
we will really go after them, no 
matter how heavy or light the 
sentence," Antiporda said in an 
interview after the filing. 

"We will leave it to the dis-
cretion of the Ombudsman, but 
I think preventive suspension 
can be up to one year," Antipor-
da said of the complaint, which 
came with a prayer seeking the 
suspension of the respondents. 

In a four-page complaint, 
the National Solid Waste Man-
agement Commission (NSWMC) 
of the DENA held that former 
Limay Mayor Lilver Roque as 
well as municipal planning and 
development officer Romario 
Panangui, municipal environ-
ment and natural resources of-
ficer Randy Cacho and General 

Services Office chief engineer 
Danilo Quint°, were liable for 
two counts of violation of Sec-
tion 37 of the said law. 

According to the DENA, 
Roque and the other respon-
dents used a transfer station as 
an open dump at Sitio Mamala, 
Barangay St. Francis I. 

A transfer station is a tem-
porary site for waste until they 
are hauled to the end point of 
disposal. 

Roque has not responded to 
the DENR's repeated requests 
for an explanation on this. 

The respondents also al- 

lowed an open dump at Baran-
gay Alangan. 

"The fact remains, during 
his tenure as mayor, Limay used 
its purported transfer station as 
an open dump site," the four-
page complaint read in part. 

"Worse, after the closure of 
the open dump site at Sitio Ma-
mala, Barangay St. Francis I, Li-
may, Bataan, the municipality 
opened another dumpsite at 
Barangay Alangan, Limay, 
Bataan," the complaint added. 

Meanwhile, the complaint 
against Tabaco City Mayor Cielo 
Krisel Lagman-Luistro and city 
environment and natural re-
sources officer Reynold Martinez 
claimed that Luistro was a repeat 
offender and had a pending com-
plaint before the Office of the 
Ombudsman for a similar offense. 

"This complaint is executed 
to show everyone that the 
NSWMC is serious in its role of 
seeing to it that RA 9003 is strictly 
complied with, especially by the 
local government officials," the 
three-page complaint said. 

The DENA likewise sought 
the preventive suspension of 
both Luistro and Martinez. INQ 
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Bataan, Albay LGU execs 
face raps over dumps 
Criminal and administra-

tive charges have been filed 
before the Office of the Om-
budsman against local gov-
ernment officials of Bataan 
and Albay over the illegal 
operation of dumps. 

The Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources 
(DENR) through the Nation-
al Solid Waste Management 
Commission (NSWMC) filed 
charges for violation of the 
Ecological Solid Waste Man-
agement Act against Lilver 
Roque, former mayor of Limay, 
Bataan; former municipal plan-
ning and development offi-
cer Romario Panangui, former 
municipal environment and 
natural resources officer Randy 
Cacho and Danilo Quinto, gen-
eral services office chief. 

Also charged were Mayor 
Cielo Kristel Lagman-Luistro  

of Tabaco City, Albay, and city 
environment and natural 
resources officer Reynold 
Martirez. 

The NSWMC said the re-
spondents should also be 
held liable for grave miscon-
duct, gross neglect of duty 
and conduct prejudicial to the 
best interest of service. 

The DENA had earlier said 
a solid waste processing facil-
ity in Barartgay St. Francis 1 
in Limay operated as a dump. 
When it was ordered dosed, 
the local government opened 
another dump in Barangay 
Alangan. 

The NSWMC said the Al-
bay city government operates 
a dump in Barangay San Vi-
cente, where two temporary 
residual containment areas 
were also built. 

— Rhodina Villanueva 
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Bataan, Albay mayors face raps 
over open dumpsite operations 

BY PETER TABINGO 

CRIMINAL complaints were filed 
before the Office of the Ombudsman 
yesterday against former Limay. Bataan 
mayor Lilver Roque; Tabaco City, Albay 
mayor Cielo Krisel Lagman-Luistro, 
and other local officials over alleged 
violations of RA No. 9003 or the 
Ecological Solid Waste Management 
Act of 2000. 

The Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources (DENR)-Narional 
Solid Waste Management Commission  

(NSWMC) said the two mayors ignored 
previous recommendations to comply 
with the law governing proper disposal 
of garbage. 

In the case of Limay, DENR-NSWMC 
commissioner Romeo Hidalgo said the 
municipal government did not build 
a waste management facility after the 
closure of its previous open dumpsite 
in Sitio Mamala, Barangay St. Francis I 
but simply opened another dumpsite in 
Baranguy Alangan. 

Aside from Roque, also named re-
spondents were Municipal Planning and 

Development Officer Romario Panangui, 
Municipal Environment and Natural Re-
sources Officer Randy Cacho, and Gen-
eral Services Office chief Danilo Quint°. 

Hidalgo stressed that his office is de-
termined to enforce the law to protect 
public health. 

"This complaint is instituted to show 
to everyone that the NSWMC is seri-
ous in its role of seeing to it that local 
government officials comply with RA 
9003,-  he said. 

On the other hand, the complain-
ant noted that Mayor Liam° has been  

previously named in a complaint filed it 
2017 with the Ombudsman involving th, 
same violation. 

It said DENR personnel verified th 
existence of "temporary residual contain 
merit area-  being used as an open dump 
site in Baranliay San Vicente, Tabaco Gin 

Named Cuistro's co-respondent wa 
City Environment and Natural Resource 
Officer Reynold Martirez. 

Pending resolution of both com 
plaints. Hidalgo asked the Ombudsnnai 
to place respondent public officials uncle 
preventive suspension. 
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IPINAKIKITA ni DENR Usec. Benny Antiporda ang ko-
pya ng kasong isinampa ng kagawaran sa Ombudsman 
laban sa tang opisyal ng Tabaco, Albay at Samal, Bataan 
dahil sa pagpayag ng mga ito sa open dumpsite sa 
kanilang lugar. 	 DANNY OUERUBIN 
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Local officials kinasulian ng DENR 
SINAMPAHAN kahapon ng 	ment officials dahil sa uma- 	Bataan bilang principal respon- 
Department of Environment 	no'y pagpayag ng mga Ito 	dent sa dalawang hiwalay na 
and Natural Resources ng sa operasyon rig open dump- reldamo ng paglabag sa Repub- 
kasong kriminal at adminis- 	site sa kanilang lokalidad. 	tic Act 9003 o Ecological Solid 
tratlbo sa Office of the Om- 	Kabilang sa kinasuhan sina Waste Management Ad 012000. 
budsman any incumbent 	Mayor Kasai Lagman-Luistro rig 	Nakasaad sa Sec. 37 ng 
city mayor, dating town ma- 	Tabaco City, Albay at dating 	RA 9003 any pagbabawal sa 
yor at iba pang local govern- 	Mayor Liver Rogue ng Limay, 	mga establisimyento na mag- 

manfine ng open dumpsites na 
isang banta sa kalikasan at ptb-
lic health. 

Nab& sa ulat na isinarnpa 
nina DENR Undersecretary for 
Solid Waste Management and 
LOU Concerns Benny D. Anti-
porda at NSWMC Commissio-
ner Romeo G. Hidalgo ang rek-
larno sa Ombudsman. 

'We are doing this because 
we want to show to everyone 
that the DENR and the NSWMC 
are serious in their role of seeing 
to it that RA 9003 is strictly corn-
plied.with, especially by local 
government officials,' ani Anti-
WM. 

Diniin pa ni Antiporda na ang 
batas ay tumutukoy sa LGUs 
blangpangunaNngresponsiable 
para sa waste segregation and 
disposal. 

Sa reklarnong ishampa la-
ban kay Luistro, sinabi ng 
DENR na responsable umano 
to sa illegal operation ng open 
dumpsite sa Barangay San Vi-
cente sa Tabaco City at data-
wang temporary residual con-
tainment areas sa lugar any iti-
nayo. 

Eiukod kay Luistro kabilang 
din sa respondent sa reklamo 

any City Environment and Natu-
ral Resources Officer na si Rey-
nold Martirez 

Sa hiwalay na reidamo, si 
Roque at ang iba pang Umay 
local officials ay inakusahan 
umano ng pagigirg responsable 
sa urnano'y operation ng open 
dumpsites S3 Barangay a Fran-
cis 1 at Alangan. 

Nauna rito, ipinag-utos ni 
Antiporda any pagpapasara sa 
dumpsite sa Barangay St. Fran-
cis 1 nocng Mayo 9, subalit ma-
tapos umanong maipasara any 
naturang dumpsite any local 
government ng Umay na pina-
mumunuan umano ni Roque ay 
nagbukas rig bang dumpsite sa 
Barangay Alangan. 

Kabilang sa co-respondents 
ni Roque any kanyang Planning 
and Development officer na si 
Romario Panangui at Municipal 
Environment and Natural Re-
sources Officer Randy Cacho, 
at incumbent Limay General 
Services Office head Danilo 
Quinto. 	• 

Nahaharap din sa kasong 
Adminishatibo any mga respon-
dent Mid sa twang grave mis-
conduct, gross neglect of duty 
and conduct prejudicial to the 
bast interest of the service. 

SANTI CELARIO 
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House committee approves bills creating 2 departments 
By CHARISSA L. ATIENZA 

The House Committee on Ways 
and Means unanimously approved 
on Monday, Nov. 25, the House 
leadership -backed bills creating  

the Department of Water Resources 
(DWR) and Department of Disaster 
Resilience (DDR). 

After more than 30 minutes of de-
liberations, the House panel, chaired 
by Albay Rep. Joey Salceda approved  

the tax provisions of the unnumbered 
substitute measures, which are Presi-
dent Duterte's priority measures. 

Batangas Rep. Mario Vittorio 
Mariiio, chairman of the 
House Committee on Gov- IWO 
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ernment Reorganization, asked the 
Salceda panel to favorably consider 
the tax provisions of the proposed 
National Water Act, and the proposed 
Disaster Resilience Act. 

He assured that the tax provisions 
of the DWR and DDR bills were "care-
fully scrutinized and reviewed." 

It was Nueva Ecija Rep. Estrel-
lita Suansing, vice chairperson of the 
panel, who moved for the approval of 
both bills. 

Responding to a query from Deputy 
Speaker and Surigao del Sur Rep. Pros-
pero Pichay Jr., Salceda stressed that 
under the bill, no taxes will be imposed 
on water consumers. 

Nueva Ecija Rep. Estrellita Su - 
ansing, vice chairperson of the panel, 
moved for the approval of both bills. 

Salceda said under the bill, which 
is a consolidation of 35 bills, the new 
department shall be the primary 
national agency responsible for the 
comprehensive and integrated plan-
ning, policy formulation and man-
agement of water resources in the 
Philippines. 

Under the substitute bill, the func-
tions of the following keywater agen-
cies will be transferred to the DWR: 
River Basin Control Office, Manila Bay 
Coordinating Office of the Department 
of Environment and Natural Resources 
(DENR), Flood Management Planning 
and Sediment Functions of the DPWH, 
Water Supply and Sanitation Unit of 
the Department of the Interior and 
Local Government (DILG), and Wa-
ter Quality Management Section of 
Environmental Management Bureau 
(EMB)-DENR. 

Under the bill, the following agen-
cies shall be attached to the new de-
partment: 

Metro Manila Waterworks and 
Sewerage System (IVIWSS), Local Wa-
ter Utilities Administration (LWUA), 
Laguna Lake Development Authority 
(LLDA), Pasig River Rehabilitation 
Commission (PARC) and National Ir-
rigation Administration (NIA) as an 
infrastructure arm. 

Department of Disaster Resilience 
The Salceda panel also approved 

Section 68 of the substitute bill which 
provides that the Bureau of Customs 
(BOC) shall create rules which would 
among others hasten the processing, 
release of donated goods and equip-
ment to disaster victims and/or af-
fected areas. 

It also passed Sections 54, 64, 69 
and 88 of the proposed DDR Act. 

Under Section 54, "the declaration 
of a state of calamity shall allow the 
immediate implementation of any or 
all of the following remedial measures: 
[c] grant of tax credits or exemptions 
by the BIR, upon the recommendation 
of the President or the Department." 

While, Section 64 authorizes the 
DDR to receive and manage donations 
from any persons or entity, whether 
from local or international sources. 

Section 69 of the bill provides that 
the DDR must consult the Board of 
Investments under the Department 
of Trade and Industry (DTI), which 
formulates the Investment Priorities 
Plan (IPP). The IPP lists the areas for 
investments eligible for tax incen-
tives, it said. 

Section 88 provides the creation 
of special courts on disaster resilience 
matters. 

Under unnumbered substitute bill, 
the DDR is tasked to serve as the pri-
mary government agency responsible 
for leading, organizing and managing 
the national effort to reduce disas-
ter risk, prepare for and respond to 
disasters, recover and rehabilitate, 
and build after the occurrence of di-
sasters. 

The DDR is mandated "to over-
see and coordinate the preparation, 
implementation, monitoring and 
evaluation of disaster and climate 
resilience plans, programs, projects 
and activities; and provide leadership 
in the continuous development of 
strategic and systematic approaches 
to disaster prevention, mitigation, 
preparedness, response, recovery and 
rehabilitation." 
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House panel OKs DWR, DRR bills 
The House Committee on Ways 

and Means unanimously approved 
yesterday the House-leadership 
backed bills creating the Depart-
ment of Water Resources and De-
partment of Disaster Resilience 
that would prevent water crisis, 
and strengthen the country's 
disaster preparedness, respec-
tively. 

After more than 30 minutes of 
deliberations, the House panel, 
chaired by Albay Rep, Joey Sal-
ceda, approved the tax provisions 
of the unnumbered substitute 
measures, which are President 
Duterte's priority measures. 

During his fourth State-of-
the-Nation Address last July 22, 
Duterte asked Congress to pass  

measures creating the two new 
departments. 

Batangas Rep. Mario Vittorio 
"Marvey" Marino, chairman of 
the House Committee on' Gov-
ernment Reorganization, asked 
the Salceda panel to favorably 
consider the tax provisions of 
the proposed National Water Act 
and the proposed Disaster Resil-
ience Ad. 

He assured that the tax provi-
sions of the DWR and DDR bills 
are "carefully scrutinized and re-
viewed." 

Nueva Ecija Rep. Estrellita Su-
ansing, vice chairperson of the 
panel, who moved for the ap-
proval of both bills. 

Salceda clarified that under the  

bill, no taxes will be imposed af-
ter House Deputy Speaker and 
Surigao del Sur Rep. Prospero 
"Butch" Pichay Jr. asked if the bill 
would "tax" the water consum-
ers. 

Under Section 8 of the pro-
posed National Water Act, the 
DWR shall impose fees or charg-
es, as may be deemed necessary, 
for water resources conservation 
and protections. These include 
polluter's fee, which shall be 
based on the net waste load de-
pending in on wastewater charge 
formula pursuant to Republic Act 
9275, and raw water price, which 
shall take into account, among 
others, the scarcity of water. 
(Charissa L. Atienza) 
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New Bulk Water Supply 
to Boost Water Security 
With water shortage in Metro Manila again looming 

in the horizon, AMA Water assured the MWSS that its 
commitment to deliver the first water by summer of 
2021 under its 50mId bulk water supply project with 
Manila Water is still on track. 

Pagasa has recently reported that water levels at 
both Angat and Ipo Dams have been dipping low lately 
despite the rains which have not substantially replen-
ished both dams to their usual highs of 210 m. and 101 
m. respectively. Angat's level stood at 187.49 m. and 
lpo's at 100.89 which don't sound comforting to both 
water concessionaires. 

AMA Water COO Charles D. Sullivan said their pro-
posal is now under assessment by the MWSS-R0 
consultant after it was initially approved by the MWSS 
Board in July. 

Along with MWCI 's East Bay project, the AMA Wa-
ter project is the only bulk water supply project that can 
deliver new water to Metro Manila within 18 months to 
avert another shortfall in the summer of 2021. Angat 
Dam has supplied some 90 percent of Metro Manila 
is water requirements for many decades now without 
recourse to other equally big sources. Sullivan said 
AMA WATER will "pull all the stops" to get this project 
on stream by summer of 2021. He was confident that 
Issues raised on the water quality of Laguna Lake can 
be addressed effectively by using a combination of re-
verse osmosis and membrane technologies. 

The AMA GROUP Holdings holds a 300mId water 
rights at Laguna Lake as granted by The LLDA. Lagu-
na Lake Is the country's biggest freshwater resource 
at 92,000 hectares spanning the provinces of Rizal, 
Laguna and Cavite as well as parts of Metro Manila. 
President Duterte has underlined the urgent need for 
water security as the Philippine population continues 
to grow especially in Metro Manila. Other new sources 
in the pipeline include Kahwa and Wawa dams with the-
former still embroiled in some issues that could poten- 
tially derail its imrfiOdiate implementation. . 	. 
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Pagtatayo ng kaliwa Dam, hirit ng mga magsasaka 
BUSTOS, Bina- 	Ipi n al w an ag ni hin, 600 milyong litro rin 

can - [sang resolusyon Sec. Galvez na kung ng tubig araw-araw ang 
ang pinagtibay rig mga maitatayo ang Kaliwa maliwan sa Angat Dam 
magsasaka ng palay Dam, mas ialaki ang na magagamit nang 
sa Angat-Bustos-Pandi alokaSyong tubig para husto hindi lamang bi-
(Anbuspa) na humihiling sa irigasyon ng mga lang inuming tubig ng 
kay Pangulong Rodrigo magsasaka mula sa mga Bulakenyo, kundi 
Dutede na agad nang Angat Dam. 	 para sa mga sakahan 
pasimulan ang pagta- 	Positibo ang tugon ng Bulacan. 
tayo ng Kaliwa Dam. 	dito ni Severino Santos, 	Nagkakahalaga ang 

Tugon ito ng mga bagong chairman ng proyekto ng P12.2 bit-
magsasaka sa Ming ni Anbuspa dahil aniya yon kung saan P10.2 bil-
Presidential Adviser on sa mahabang panahon yon dito ay popondohan 
Peace Process Sec- hanggang sa kasalu- ng Official Development 
retary Carlito Galvez kuyan, 97% ng panga- Assistance (ODA) mula 
at tumatayong Cabinet ngailangan sa tubig rig saChina habang ang P2 
Officer for Regional De- Metro Manila ay nag- bilyon ay magmumula 
velopment and Security mumula sa Angat Dam. sa Metropolitan Water- 
(CORDS) ng gitnang Lu- 	Pero kung maitatayo works and Sewerage 
ion, na suportahan ang ang Kaliwa Dam, ani pa System (MWSS). 
proyektong Kaliwa Dam ni Santos, doon na ku- 	Sa Bustos Dam iniim- 
sa idinaos na asemble- kuha ng suplay na 600 bak ang rnga sobrang 
ya rig mga magsasaka milyong litro kada araw tubig mula saAngat Dam 
ng Anbuspa na ginanap ng tubig ang mga taga- no nasallorzagaray, Bu-
sa gilid ng Bustos Dam. Metro Manila. !big sabi- lacan. (Omar Padilla) 
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Is OGCC lawyering 
for concessionaires? 

WHEN the Office of the Government 
Corporate Counsel (OGCC) was called 
to the Senate to have its budget passed, 

that office lamented the fact that of all the agencies 
under the Department of Justice, theirs is the only 
one left behind in terms of promotions, personnel 
and salary adjustments. The OGCC said when it 
was established decades ago, there were only seven 
government corporations utilizing their services but 
now, there are over 200 government firms. Their legal 
services to these government corporations, given for 
free because it is within their mandate to be lawyers 
for these government firms, could translate into a 
billion pesos in savings for these corporate entities, 
they pointed out in the Senate. 

Because of this situation, we at first sympathized 
and were inclined to support the OGCC's plea for 
a bigger budget, more lawyers in its employ, and 
operational and logistical needs. But recent devel-
opments in one particular case left us checking our 
sympathetic bent. 

Last Aug. 6, 2019, the Supreme Court declared 
that Maynilad, Manila Water and the Metropolitan 
Waterworks and Sewerage System (MWSS) lost 
their case against the DENR Pollution Adjudication 
Board and so the three corporations have to pay 
jointly and severally P921,464,184 in fines covering 
the period May 7, 2009 to August 6, 2019. 

'Our concern is that the OGCC, 
which uses the people's taxes and 
should work for the people, is also 

defending the interests of the private 
companies whom the highest court 
in the land had established by final 
judgment as having committed a 
transgression of the law, thus the 

imposition of millions of pesos in fines.' 

Thereafter, from the finality of the decision until 
Maynila and Manila Water have fully paid the P921 
million, they shall be fined the initial amount of 
P322,102 a day, subject to further 10% increase every 
two years as provided under Section 28 of the Philip-
pine Clean Water Act, until full compliance with Sec-
tion 8 of the same law The total fines shall likewise 
earn legal interest of 6 percent a year from finality 
until full satisfaction of the decision. _. . 

he huge businesses that they are, Manila Water 
and Maynilad are expected to exhaust all the legal 
recourse such as motions for reconsideration in their 
desire to at least lessen the fines imposed by the High 
Tribunal. What is extraordinary--anomalous even-- is 
the motion for reconsideration filed by the OGCC on 
behalf of the MWSS, a government corporation. In 
its MR, the OGCC took the cudgels not only for the 
MV/SS, but also for the two water concessionaires: a 
clear case of lawyering for the private sector. 

Throughout its 23-page MR, the OGCC defended 
the two water concessionaires and pointed an accusing 
finger at the DPWH, Department of Health, DENR 
and local government units for what it considers 
as various hurdles the accused firms had to face in 
order to fulfill their responsibility of delivering the 
needed waste water and sewerage facilities. The MR 
was signed by the three top officials of the OGCC. 

Expensive and top lawyers were employed by 
Mavnilad and Manila Water to argue their case on 
this one, and we do not care how they choose to do 
their work. Our concern is that the OGCC, which 
uses the people's taxes and should work for the people, 
is also defending the interests of the private companies 
whom the highest court in the land had established by 
final judgment as having committed a transgression of 
the law, thus the imposition of millions of pesos in fines. 

There have been many instances when government 
regulators were called out because they behaved like 
they are the ones being regulated by their clientele. 
This is especially true when regulators are given ad-
ditional allowances or incentives by the firms they are 
supposed to regulate, which usually happens in the 
utilities sector such as energy, water, etc. 

When are we gonna learn? 

EDITORIAL 
A member of the 

ppl Philippine 
Press 
Institute 

The National Association of Philippine Newspapers 
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Miners voice concern over 
regulatory climate 

If there's a possible downfall in the future, the mining industry would be at the losing end 
because metal prices are so volatile. A competitive tax regime would be a factor to help 
attract possible investors 

By Marla Romero 
@tribunephl_mbr 

BAGUIO CITY — Mining executives 
recently expressed apprehension over the 
adverse effects that may be prompted by 
the current tide of uncertainties over how 
the mining industry will be managed and 
regulated. 	 • 

Philex Mining Corp. president and 
CEO Eulalio Austin thus urged lawmakers 
to immediately 'resolve the unstable 
fiscal regime and regulatory climate as 
these policy shifts may impede mining 
companies' growth. 

"We support the increase in taxes but it 
should be some sort of equitable because 
the mining industry is so dependent on 
metal prices that's why we are proposing 
tax measures that are linked also to metal 
prices and margins," Austin told reporters 
in a spot interview. 

He explained that the mining tax regime 
should take into account the volatile metal 
prices to at least help companies easily 
recover should there be a future downfall 
in the industry. 

"If there's a possible downfall in the 
future, the mining industry would be at 
the losing end because metal prices are so 
volatile. A competitive tax regime would be 
a factor to help attract possible investors," 
Austin said. 

Despite gaining the full trust of people 
in the area where they operate, Austin said 
the ambiguous regulatory climate currently 
scares off future investors. 

"We are currently having a hard time 
raising the initial money for our Silangan 
Mine project because some issues are 
being raised because of the regulatory 
environment but we are trying to convince 
them that Silangan is a different story," 

Austin said. 
In a separate interview, C.T.P. 

Construction and Mining Corporation 
president Clarence J. Pimentel Jr. also 
admitted that the vague regulatory mining 
climate is among the "biggest risks" his 
company has to hurdle. 

Pimentel, who is also the chairman 
emeritus of the Philippine Nickel Industry 
Association (PNIA), said he remained 
optimistic that the lawmakers will soon 
figure out how they want to manage the 
mining industry. 

"Hopefully once it gets settled, it will 
help the industry a lot more temove 
forward. At this point, we're just waiting 
for it to move to the Senate and once it 
goes there at least we can finally settle a 
lot of things in the industry," Pimentel said. 

Recently, the House of Representatives' 
Committee on Ways and Means approved on 
third and final reading a new fiscal regime 
that will impose a 3 percent tax royalty on 
top of a 4 percent excise tax regardless if a 
mining company operates inside or outside 
a mineral reservation area. 

The new fiscal regime fines lower 
royalty tax for companies operating 
within a mineral reservation area while 
those operating outside declared mineral 
reservation zones will now be fined with 
royalty tax. 

Mining companies currently operate 
under a fiscal regime that imposes a 4 
percent excise tax and a 5 percent royalty 
on mining companies that operated within 
the declared mineral reservation areas. 

The development in the new tax regime 
was announced by Mines and Geosciences 
Bureau director Wilfredo Moncano during 
the kick-off ceremony of the 66th Annual 
National Mine Safety and Environment 
Conference. 
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STAKEHOLDERS have expressed support for the tax increase but asserted that the hikes should be equitable as their industry is highly 

dependent on metal prices. 
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Apex rejoins COMP, PMSEA 
The company said that instead of blaming 
small mining firms, the organization should 
boost policies on mining operations 

BAGUIO CITY — Two years after it resigned over policy 
disagreement, publicly listed Apex Mining Company said it will 
rejoin the Chamber of Mines of the Philippines (COMP) and the 
Philippine Mines Safety and Environment Association (PMSEA). 

This was announced by Apex Mining chairman emeritus 
Walter Brown during his speech at the 66th Annual Mine Safety 
and Environment Conference. 

"We are rejoining the Chamber of Mines. The reason we left 
is something of the past... We will all work together for change. 
There is no stopping us now," Brown said. 

Brown explained that they already settled its past 
disagreement with COMP, which is currently chaired by 

Gerard Brimo. 
With this new development, he said they will work closely with 

other mining groups to champion responsible mining. 
To recall, Apex left COMP in 2017 due to their difference 

in its stance on President Rodrigo Duterte's anti-illegal mining 
campaign where he urged the late environment chief Gina Lopez 
to restore and rehabilitate all areas damaged by all mining 
activities. 

Answering the president's order, COMP blamed the small-
scale mining operations over the destruction of the environment. 

At the time, Apex maintained that large-scale mining should 
not blame pocket mining for the destruction of the environment. 

The company said that instead of blaming small mining firms, 
the organization should boost policies on mining operations. 

For the January to September period, Apex said its 
consolidated income only stood at P227 million amid higher 
production output. This was 31 percent lower than the recorded 
income in its year-ago level. 	 Marla Romero 
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6 mining companies bag 
Presidential Mineral Industry 
Environmental Award 

SIX mining companies were 
recently recognized for out-
standing levels of dedication, 

initiative and innovation in min-
ing. The awards highlight an annual 
mining conference that focuses on 
mine safety and the environment 
in Baguio City. 

Mt. Labo Exploration and De-
velopment Corp. won in the Min-
eral Exploration category while the 
Mindanao Mineral Processing and 
Refining Corp. bagged the award for 
the MineralProcessing category. For 
the Quarry Operation Category, Re-
public Cement & Building Materials, 
Inc.—Bulacan and Holcim Mining 
and Development Corp.—Davao 
bagged the Quarry Operation cat-
egory. 

For the Surface Mining category, 
Agata Mining Ventures Inc. and 
Cagdianao Mining Corp. bagged the 
coveted award. 

Environment Undersecretary for 
Climate Change and Mining Con-
cerns Analiza R. Teh, who repre-
sented Environment Secretary Roy 
A. Cimatu, together with Philippine 

Mine Safety and EnvironmentAsso-
ciation (PMSEA) President WalterW. 
Brown led the awarding during the 
Awards Night and Testimonial Din-
ner at the CAP John Hay Trade and 
Cultural Center in Baguio City Friday 
night. The event cappedthefour-day 
66th Annual National Mine Safety 
and Environment Conference orga-
nized by the PMSEA in partnership 
with Mines and Geosciences Bureau 
of the Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources. 

Presidential Mineral Industry 
Environmental Award recognizes 
outstandinglevels of dedication, ini-
tiative and innovation in the pursuit 
of entities involvedinvariousaspects 
of mineral utilization. 

The scope of the environmental 
management includes among oth-
ers,programs/projects/activitiesbe-
ing implemented for environmental 
protectionandenhancement of min-
ing areas, development of the host 
and neighboring communities, land 
use improvement, exploration, and 
mining site rehabilitation and, final 
decommissioning. Jonathan L. Mayuga 
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PALIBHASA. hindi ako nakapanirahan sa mga komunidad na 
kinaroroonan ng mga nagsisipagmina ay salot sa kapaligiran ang 
aging pananaw ko sa pagmimina dahil na rin sa ipinagsisigawan ng 
mga kontrang 	pero marami palang mga minahan ang 
pawang may pagmamalasakit sa kalikasan na ito ay nadislcubre ko 
sa ginanap na 66th ANNUAL NATIONAL MINE SAFETY AND 
ENVIRONMENT CONFERENCE (ANMSEC) sa BAGUIO CITY 
an pinangasiwaan ng PHILIPPINE MINE SAFETY AND ENVI-
RONMENTASSOCIATION (PMSEA)sa liderato ni DR. WALTER 
W. BROWN. 

Aug event na 4-day idinaos se SUMMER CAPITAL OF THE PHI-
LIPPINES ay aging tandem ng PMSEA ang Mines and Geosciences 
Bureau (MGB) na pinarnumunuan ni DIRECTORATTY. WILFREDO 
MONCANO, na iba't ibang prograrna ang inilunsad kabilang an ang 
ltd panda na nilahukan ng mahigit 150 kompanya ng mga minahan. 

Sa ginattap na pagbibigay parangal sa.mga natatangtng kompan-
ya ng mga nagsisipagmina debit napanatili ng mga Ito ang pangan-
galaga sa kalilcasan at pagpapairal ng ligtas na pagtatrabaho sa mga 
minahan ay hindi nalcadalo si DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT 
AND NATURAL RESOURCES (DENR) SECRETARY ROY CI-
MATU na ang nagrepresenta ng kaniyang posisyon ay si ENVI-
RONMENT UNDERSECRETARY FOR CLIMATE CHANGE AND 
MINING CONCERNS ANALIZA TEH, kung saan ay naging ale-
gante ang gabi nitong nakaraang Biyemes (November 22) sa CAP 
CAMP JOHN HAY na pinagdausen ng mga pagpaparangal. 

Aug MT. LABO EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT COR-
PORATION ang nanalo sa MINERAL EXPLORATION Category 
at ang MINDANAO MINERAL ROCESSING AND REFINING 
CORPORATION ang nakalcopo naman an parangal na MINERAL 
PROCESSING Category 

Sa QUARRY OPERATION CATEGORY ay ang REPUBLIC CE-
MENT AND BUILDINGS MATERIALS INC ng BULACAN at ang 
HOLCIM MINING AND DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION ng 
DAVAO ang nalcakopo amen as nasabing kategoryang parangal. 

Mg parangal naman pain sa SURFACE MINING Category ay 
ang AGATA MINING VENTURES Inc at ang CAGDIANAO 
MINING CORPORATION ang komopo naman. 

MALAKING KAPAKINABANGAN 
ANG PAGTAIMINA SA BANSAI 

Mg lahat ng mga mining company na nag-oottrate ng explora-
tion, active surface o underground operation, quarry operations at 
mineral processing sa buong bansa ay kuwalipikado sa mga mapag-
pipiliang mabibigyan ng award. 

Ngayong taon ay 2 kompanya ang tumanggap ng TITANIUM 
AWARD at 15 ibe pa ang naparangalan tulad sa BEST MINING 
FOREST AWARDS ay ang PHILEX MINING CORPORATION ring 
tinanghal na MINERAL EXPLORATION Category; ang PHILIP-
PINE MINING SERVICE CORR ALCOY PLANT ang pinarangalan 
para an MINERAL PROCESSING Category Mg LAFARGE HOL-
OM AGGREGATES INC naman ang kontapo sa NON-METALLIC 
Category at ang FCF MINERALS CORP. ang tinanghal namang 
METALLIC CATEGORY Award. 

Aug mga nanalo naman pan sa 2019 SAFEST MINES AWARDS 
ay ang FILIMINERA RESOURCES CORP. ang nakakopo nito pain 
an EXPLORATION A category at sa SAFEST MINERAL EXPLO-
RATION B category ay ang MT. LABO EXPLORATION AND 
DEVELOPMENT CORR ang naparangalan. Mg REPUBLIC CE-
MENT AND BUILDING MATERIALS INC sa BATANGAS ang 
ginawaran ng SAFEST QUARRY OPERATION category. 

Sa kategoryang SAFEST SURFACE MINING OPERATION ay ang 
CAGDIANAO MINING CORP at sa SAFEST UNDERGROUND OP-
ERATION category ay ang APEX MINING COMPANY ang komopo. 

Aug "BEST AMONG THE BESTAWARDS" pan sa BEST SAFE-
TY INSPECTOR -UNDERGROUND category ay si JONATHAN 
HAVANA ng APEX MINING CO. ang pinarangalan at si ARCHIE 
SIERRA ng CAGDIANAO MINING CORP ang pinarangalan bilang 
BEST SAFETY INSPECTOR -SURFACE category. Si NASSER 
SILONGAN ng APEX MINING CO. at JAMES WILJUNS ASIO ng 
HINATUAN MINING CORP naman ang nanalo bilang mga BEST 
MINE SUPERVISOR, UNDERGROUND at SURFACE category. 

Aug BEST MINER -UNDERGROUND category ay nalcopo nina 
MERANTES HELARIO ng APEX MINING CO at ang BEST MINER-
SURFACE category ay si ANGELI CANADA ng HINATUAN MIN-
ING CORP naman ang nalcakuha ng award.., CONGATULATIONS sa 
lahat at dapat ay maipairal ang RESPONSIBLE MINING sa lahat ng 
nasa industriya ng pagmimina pair,  * sa kapakanan ng sambayanan! 

Kung kayo po ay may mga puna o reklamo lath na sa mga naba-
batik.° s ng ARYA ay maaari kayong mag-email sa 
invincorpux22@gmail.com  pain sa inyong panig o kaya ay magtext 
se 09997806557. 
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13ITBIT ang maraming mabibigat na 'buko o co-
conut tree galing Quezon ay nagsagawa ng kilos 

; protesta ang environmental advocates at mga 
Lkinatawan ng komunidad ng lalawigan sa harap 
ng tanggapan rig Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources (DENR) upang hilingin ang 'can-
selasyon ng Environmental Compliance Certificate 
(ECC) na ipinagkaloob sa Atimonan One Energy 
(AlE), makaraang madiskubre ang maraming pag-
labag nito sa 'environmental and community edu-
cation requisites'. 

ICasamang naghain ng petisyon kahapon sa 
DENR sina Monsignor Emmanuel Ma. L. Villareal, 
kinatawan ng Quezon for Environment, Father 
Warren Puno, ng Ministry of Ecology Diocese ng 
Lucena-Quezon; Reynaldo, Upalda, kinatawan ng 
Atimonan Power to the People; Gerard Arances 
ng Center for Energy, Environment and Develop-
ment Inc. (CEED); Bibiano Rivera Jr., ng Philippine 
Movement for Climate Justice (PMCJ) Inc., at Ma-
rie Marguerite Lopez ng Sanlakas para suspendihin 
at kanselahin ang ipinagkaloob na ECC sa Coal-
Fired Power Plant Project ng AlE sa Brgy. Villa, sa 
Atimonan, Quezon. 

"The ECC issued to AlE in 2015 clearly stated 
, specific requirements before they are able to dear 
land, and that an Information, Education and 

'Communication (IEC) program should be conduc-
ted to ensure that all stakeholders, especially local 
residents, fully understand the risks posed by the 
project and what AlE's proposed mitigating mea-
sures are. We are concerned that they have not suc-
ceeded in following through with both," paliwanag 
ni Bernardo Gregorio, legal counsel ng Power for 
People Coalition (P41'). 

Sinabi naman ni Fr Puno, may apat na planta 
na ng coal ang kanilang lalawigan na tinatawag 
nang 'coal capital' kaya hindi na nila hahayaan na 
tayuan pa ito ng isa pang Atimonan One, na pag- 
aari ng Meralco ng kanilang 'dirty source of energy. 

7 

	

	Aniya, maraming pinutol na puno at pinatag na 
ang kabundukan sa kanilang lalawigan par pag-
tayuan ng AIR nang walang ipinalcilcitang permit 
mula sa lokal na pamahalaan at mga kaukulang 
ahensiya ang Meralco. 

p 	"Humihingi kami ng permit sa lokal na painaha- 
laan pero walang maibigay, maging dito sa DENR. 
Ngayong nabuko namin na maraming paglabag 
ang Meralco Gen. sa kanilang Atimonan One kaya 
naghain kami ng petisyon sa DENR na kanselahin 
ang ibinigay sa kanilang ECC," ayon sa Pan. 

Iginiit ng Fr. Puno, na 25 taon ang kontrata ng 
Atimonan One kaya ngayon pa lamang ay puspu-
san ang kanilang pagharang dahil ang coal power 
plant na itatayo sa kanilang lalawigan ay hindi Ia-
mang ang kalikasan ang sisirain, kundi magiging 
malaki riñ ang epekto nito sa 'climate change' sa 
ating planeta. 

Nabatid na mula 2016-2017, ang AlE ay pina-
yagang makapagputol na ng halos 3,500 coconut 
trees, bukod pa sa ibang uri ng mga puno kapalit 
umano ang pangakong milyon-milyong halagang 
kikitaing buwis na ibabayad sa lokal na parnaha-
laan. 

Sinabi naman ni P4P Coalition Convenor at 
CEED Executive Director Arances, ang pagkakalbo 
ng kagubatan at pagputol sa maraming mga puno 
ay isang malalcing kawalan sa mga residente ng 
Atimonan. (Dolly Cabreza) 
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Protest move. Environmental activists join Lumad people in a protest outside the Department of Environment and Natura I Resources for the agency's alleged 
lack of action on critical projects that have spurred human rights violations across Mindanao. 	 PHOTO BY ROL1Y SALVADOR 
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BORACAY REHABILITATION 

DEMOLITION OF BEACH 
STRUCTURES PUSHED 

By Nestor P. Burgos Jr. 
@irtquirervisayas 

ILOILO CITY—The demolition 
of io structures allegedly en-
croaching on the beach ease-
ment on Boracay Island will be 
completed this week, according 
to an official of an interagency 
task force. 

"We do not have enough 
personnel and we are removing 
concrete structures but we ex-
pect the demolition to be com-
pleted within the week," Na-
tividad Bernardino, general 
manager of the Boracay Inter-
Agency Rehabilitation Manage-
ment Group, told the Inquirer. 

Dismantled 
Bernardino said three of 

the io commercial and resi-
dential structures targeted for 
-demolition had already been 
dismantled. 

These include the Freestyle 
Academy Kite Surfing School, 
Lumbung Residences and a 
unit of 7 Stones Boracay Suites. 

The demolition of parts of 
the Aira Hotel, Ventoso Resi-
dences, Kite Center at Banana 
Bay, Wind Riders Inn, Pahu-
wayan Suites, Boracay Gems 
and a unit of 7 Stones Boracay 
Suites is ongoing. 

The commercial and resi-
dential occupants were found 
to have encroached on the 
easement, a no-build area 
since the island was closed to 
tourists for the six-month re-
habilitation set on April 26 to 
Oct. 25 last year. 

A road will also be built 
along Bulabog Beach, at the 
eastern side of the 1,032-hectare 
island parallel to White Beach, 
the island's main attraction. 

Civil complaint 
Owners of the buildings up 

for demolition have filed a civil 
complaint before the Kalibo, 
Aldan, Regional Trial Court to 
have the demolition stopped 
and declared illegal. 

They maintained that they 
were already compliant with 
easement rules after they re-
moved parts of their proper-
ties based on measurements 
conducted by the local govern-
ment of Malay, Aldan, and the 
Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources (DENR). 

They are also questioning 
the new measurements con-
ducted by the DENA in 2018. 

The demolition started on 
Nov. 7 after a 20-day tempo-
rary restraining order lapsed 
on Nov. 4. INQ 
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AFP, DENR stretch UNTV runs 
Games on Sunday (San Juan City gym) 

2 p.m. —Judiciary vs AFP/ 3:30 p.m. — DA vs NHIV 5 p.m.— Malacatiang-PSC vs PITC 

Former Letran star Boyet Bautista fired 
five treys as titlist Armed Forces of the 
Philippines extended its run to six games 
with an 86-84 decision over National 
Housing Authority in the UNTV Cup at 
the San Juan City gym. 

Bautista shot 5-of-6 from the 3-point 
area on the way to scoring 17 points as the 
AFP Cavaliers stayed on top of Group A 
with a perfect 6-0 record. 

Not to be left out was Department  

of Environment and Natural Resources 
which likewise stretched its unbeaten run 
to six games by downing Department of 
Agriculture, 94-85, in Group B action of the 
tournament organized by umni president 
and CEO Daniel Razon. 

The DENA Warriors started slow and 
trailed the Food Masters in the first two 
quarters before outscoring their rivals, 
26-17, in the third to seize momentum 
and prevail. 
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AFP, DENR stay unscathed 
FORMER Letran star 
Boyet Bautista pro-
duced five triples and 
the same number of 
assists as defending 
champion Armed Forc-
es of the Philippines extended its 
winning run to six with an 86-84win 
over National Housing Authority in 
the 8th UNTV Cup at the San Juan 
City gym over the weekend. 

The 5-foot-6 Bautista shot 5-of-
6 from the 3-point area on the way 
to scoring 17 points as the AFP 
Cavaliers stayed on top of Group 
A with a perfect 6-0 record. 

Three other AFP players scored  

in double figures, with 
Jerry Lumongsod lead-
ing the way with 19 
while Rolando Pascual 
and Romeo Almerol 
chipped in 15 and 11 

points, respectively, to help boost 
APP'S bid for an outright semis 
berth in the annual tournament for 
public servants. 

Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources also stretched its 
unbeaten run to six by downing 
Department of Agriculture 94-85 in 
Group B action of the tournament 
organized by UNTV President and 
CEO Daniel Razon. 

GAMES =DM 
(Son Juan Gay gym) 

2 p.m. —Judiciary vs AFP 
3:30 p.m. — 0A vs MA 

5 p.m. —Moloconong-PSC m PITC 
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AFP five 
keeps hot 
run going 

Games Sunday 
(San Juan City gym) 
2 p.m. -Judiciary vs 

AFP 
3:30 p.m. -DA vs NHA 
5 p.m. - Malacaila" ng- 

PSC vs PITC 

FORMER Letran star 
Boyet Bautista produced 
five triples and the same 
number of assists as de-
fending champion Armed 
Forces of the Philippines 
(AFP) extended its win-
ning run to six games with 
an 86-84 win over Nation-
al Housing Authority 
(NHA) in the 8th UNTV 
Cup at the San Juan City 
gym 

The 5-foot-6 Bautista 
shot 5-of-6 from the 3-
point area on the way to 
scoring 17 points as the 
AFP Cavaliers stayed on 
top of Group A with a per-
fect 6-0 record. 

Three other AFP play-
ers scored in double fig-
ures with Jerry Lumong-
sod leading the way with 
19 while Rolando Pascual 
and Romeo Almerol 
chipped in 15 and 11 
points, respectively, to 
help boost AFP's bid for 
an outright semis berth in 
the annual tournament for 
public servants. 

/Not to be left out was 
Department of Environ- 
ment and Natural Re-
sources which likewise 
stretched its unbeaten run 
to six games by downing 

Department of Agricul-
ture, 94-85, in Group B 
action of the tournament 
organized by UNTV Pres-
ident and CEO Daniel Ra-
ZOn. 

The DENE Warriarg 
started slow and trailed 
the Food Masters in the 
first two quarters before 
outscoring their rivals, 26-
17, in the third to seize 
momentum and prevail. 

Meantime, Mala-
cal-mug-Philippine Sports 
Commission drew big 
games from Erick dela 
Cuesta, Martin Antonio 
and Visnu Das Javier to 
turn back Philtlealth, 98-
81, for a 5-1 mark. 

Dela Cuesta paced the 
Kamao with 20 points but 
its Javier who shone 
brightly as he posted 15 
points, six assists, three 
rebounds and a steal. An-
tonio contributed 16 
points. 

First Game 
Malacanang-PSC ( 98) - 

Dela Cuesta 20, Antonio 
16, Javier 15, Besa 11, 
Jimenez 11, Roque 8, Jav-
ier 6, Punzalan 4, Gadong 
3, Garrido 2, Ignario 2. 

Philhealth (91) - Aldave 
34, Mazo 20, Emata 17, 
Hernandez 13, Armojal-
las 6, Pacheco 1. 

Quarterscores: 24-26, 
47-47, 75-68, 98-91. 

Second Game 
DENR (94) - Abanes 

23, Ayson 18, Rivera 16, 
Bangal, 13, Farrell° 11, 

Mamac 8, Atablanco 2, 
Calungcagin 2, Baluyot I. 

DA (85) - Manigo 23, 
Fernandez 15, Mastelero 
11, Casaysayan 11, Greta 
7, Silva 6, Dematera 6, 
Mayrith 3, Hassan 1, Com-
erciase 1. 

Quarterscores: 14-27, 
39-41, 65-58, 94-85. 

Third Game 
AFP (86) - Lumongsod 

19, Baustista 17, Pascual 
15, Ahnero111, Cordero 7, 
Rosopa 6, Casulla 6, Tan 
3, Fernandez 2. 

NHA (84) - Vitug 33, 
Dizon 14, Mercado 10, 
Lustestica 6, Alastoy 6, 
Dizon 6, W. 'Tibay 3, Pra-
do 3, Sumayang 3. 

Quarterscores: 12-19, 
37- 37, 64-58, 86-84. 
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Cavaliers, Warriors stay hot in UNTV Cup 
Games Sunday 

(San Juan City gym) 
2 p.m. -Judiciary vs AFP 

3:30 p.m. - DA vs NHA 
5 p.m. - Malacafiang-PSC vs PITC 

Former Letran star Boyet Bau-
tista produced five triples and 
the same number of assists as 
defending champion Armed 

f 	Forces of the Philippines (AFP) 
extended its winning run to six 

games with an 86-84 win over 
National Housing Authority (NHA) 
in the 8th UNTV Cup at the San 
Juan City gym. 

The 5-foot-6 Bautista shot 
5-of-6 from the 3-point area on 
the way to scoring 17 points as 
the AFP Cavaliers stayed on top 
of Group A with a perfect 6-0 re- 

cord. 
Three other AFP players scored 

in double figures with Jerry Lu-
mongsod leading the way with 
19 while Rolando Pascual and 
Romeo Almerol chipped in 15 
and 11 points, respectively, to 
help boost AFP's bid for an out-
right semis berth in the annual 
tournament for public servants. 

Not to be left out was Depart-
ment of Environment and Natu-
ral Resources which likewise 
stretched its unbeaten run to six 
games by downing Department 
of Agriculture, 94-85, in Group 
B action of the tournament or-
ganized by UNTV President and 
CEO Daniel Razon. 

The DENR Warriors started  

slow and trailed the Food Masters 
in the first two quarters before 
outscoring their rivals, 26-17, in 
the third to seize momentum and 
prevail. 

Meantime, Malacafiang-Philip-
pine Sports Commission drew big 
games from Erick dela Cuesta, 
Martin Antonio and Visnu Das 
Javier to turn back PhilHealth, 
98-81, for a 5-1 mark. 

FIRST GAME 
MALACAFIANG-P5C 98-Dela Diet 

20, Antonio 16, Javier 15, Besa 11, Jimenez 
11, Roque 8, Javier 6, Punzalan 4, Gadong 
3, Garrido 2, Ignacio 2. 

PHILHEALTH 91 - Aldave 34, Mazo 
20, Ernat3 17, Hernandez 13, Armojallas 
6, Pacheco 1, 

Quarters: 2426, 4747, 75-68, 98-
91. 

SECOND GAME 
DENR 94 -Abanes 23, Ayson 18, Ri-

vera 16, Banga113, Pant-lb 11, Mamac 8, 
Atablanco 2, Calungcagin 2, Baluyot 1. 

DA 85- Manigo 23, Fernandez 15, 
Mastelero 11, Casaysayan 11, Oreta 7, 
Silva 6, Dematera 6, Mayan 3, Hassan 
1, thrnerdase 1. 

Quarters: 14-27, 39-41, 65-58, 94-85. 
THIRD GAME 

AFP 86- Lumongsod 19, Baustisla 17, 
Pascuar 15, Almerol 11, Ca 	dew 7, Rosopa 
6, Castilla 6, Tan 3, Fernandez 2. 

NHA84-flug 33, Dbon 14, Mertado 
10, Lustestica 6, Alastoy 6, Dizon 6, W. 
may 3, Prado 3, Sumayang 3. , 

QuarterS: .12-19, 37- 37, 64-58, 86-
84. 

DIMINUTIVE Boyet Bautista 
once again stood tall in the AFP 
Cavaliers' 86-84 win over the 
NHA Builders. 



IIP 11111111 
Pia an — U as 

PAGE 

I=1 	 CI CI 
UPPE 	PAGE 1 	BANNER EDITORIAL CARTOON 

STORY 	STORY 

WEE  

11- 26 - 1. 9 

STRATEGIC 
COMMUNICATION 
INITIATIVES 

- SERVICE `11111.11.r ...••••• 

TITLE: RILE: PAGE If DATE 

AR, DOR matinag sa UNTII Cup 
LARO SA LINGO° 
(San Juan City gym) 

2 p.m. — Judiciary 
vs APP 

3:30 p.m. — DA 
vs NHA 

5 p.m. —Malaca fiang- 
PSC vs PITC 

Nagsaslpalc si dating 
Letran star Boyet Bau-
tista ng limang triples 
para akayin ang nagde-
depensang Armed For-, 
ces of the Philippines sa 
86-84 paggupo sa Natio-

inal Housing Authority 
'ta 8th UNTV Cup sa 
,aan Juan City gym. 

Ito ang ikaanim na 
sunod na pananalasa rig 

valiers. 
Tumipa ang 5-foot-6 
si Bautista ng 5-of-6 

*shooting sa 3-point area 
para tumapos na may 17 
points sa 6-0 record ng 
AFP sa Group A. 

Pinamunuan Iii Jerry 
Lumongsod ang Cava-
liers sa kanyang 19 
points, habang may 15 
at 11 markers nina Ro-
lando Pascual at Romeo 
Almerol, ayon sa pagka- 

kasunod. 
Pinalakas ng AFP 

ang kanilang tsansa pan 
sa isang outright semifi-
nals berth sa annual 
tournament para sa mga 
public servants. 

Pinatumba naman ng 
Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Re-
sources ang Department 
of Agriculture, 94-85, 
sa Group B sa tomeong 
inorgarusa ni UNTV 
President at CEO Da-
niel Razon. 

Dumiretso ang DE-
NA Wants sa kanilang 
- -  

ikaanim na dikit na rat-
sada sa Group B. 

Samantala, humugot 
naman ang Malacafiang-
Philippine Sports Com-
mission ng produksyon 
mula kina Erick dela 
Cuesta, Martin Antonio 
at Visnu Das Javier para 
talunin ang PhilHealth, 
98-81, at ifista ang 5-1 
marka. 

Umiskor si Dela 
Cuesta rig 20 points para 
sa Karnao at nagdagdag 
sina Antonio at Javier 
ng 16 at 15 markers, 
ayon sa pagIcakasunod. 
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House panel okays bill on swift 
reversion of abandoned fishponds 
By BEN ROSARIO 

House of Representatives 
committee has approved a 
bill proposing to cut short 
the waiting period for re- 

version to forestlands of unutilized 
and abandoned fishponds, saying 
that the move would help address 
the devastating effects of climate 
change. 

The House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources, chaired by Cavite 
Rep. Elpidio Barzaga, unanimously 
voted to endorse the enactment of 
House Bill 4119 which will cause the 
reversion of thousands of hectares 
of unused fishponds into forest-
lands. 

HB 4119 seeks to amend Presi-
dential Decree No. 705, otherwise 
known as "The Revised Forestry 

Reform Code of the Philippines" 
that provides the rules for the re-
version of fishponds with Fisheries 
Lease Agreements into forest land. 

Bulacan Rep. Henry R. Villarica, 
principal author of the bill, said 
that under current environmen-
tal laws, fishponds with Fisheries 
Lease Agreements with government 
may only be reverted to forestlands 
after the lapse of five years of non-
utilization. 

Both Barzaga and Villarica 
agreed that the five-year wait is 
"too long" for a particular fishpond 
to be used for purposes other than 
it was intended. 

"This period is deemed too long 
for such fishponds to be utilized 
for purposes other than that it was 
intended, such as using it for man-
grove propagation to address the 

devastat-
ing effects 
brought 
about by 
climate 
change," 
Said Vil-
larica. 

The 
admin-
istration 
lawmaker 
stressed 
that 

quicker reversion of fishponds into 
forest lands will also promote eco-
tourism activities "to jumpstart the 
economy of communities wanting 
socio-economic development." 

HB 5799 proposes to shorten the 
required period of abandonment 
and non-utilization from five to 
three years before a fishpond can 
be classified as forest land. 

Villarica said she re-filed the bill 
after failing to get approval during 
the 16th Congress because of the 
importance of making environmen-
tal laws "attuned to the demands of 
climate change". 

By reducing the waiting period 
to just three years, government 
will be able to convert abandoned 
fishponds into mangrove areas "to 
address the devastating effects" of 
climate change. 

Villarica re-filed the bill after it 
failed to get the approval of the Sen-
ate during the 17th Congress. 

It was approved on third and 
final reading during the said Con-
gress. 

The bill also mandates the De-
partment of Agriculture and the 
Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources to jointly set 
the guidelines for determining and 
rehabilitating abandoned, undevel-
oped and underutilized fishponds 
covered by FLA. 
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'DETRIMENTAL TO PH' 

CLIMATE BODY 
UNDER DISASTER 
DEPT OPPOSED 

By Jhesset O. Enano 
@JhessetEnanoINQ 

Placing the Climate Change 
Commission (CCC) under the 
proposed Department of Dis-
aster Resilience will restrict 
the exercise of its mandate as 
the policymaking body on 
climate adaptation and miti-
gation, according to a rank-
ing official. 

"You cannot limit the work 
of the CCC only within the as-
pect of disasters or disaster re-
silience. That is only a small 
aspect in the climate change 
adaptation and mitigation," 
CCC Secretary Emmanuel de 
Guzman told reporters. 

De Guzman said the pro-
posal would be "detrimental" 
to the country, since other 
aspects of adaptation and 
mitigation would not be ade-
quately addressed in the ab-
sence of a lead agency. 

"Disaster risk reduction is 
just the first step to adaptation. 
With adaptation, we think of 
future risks: what will happen 
in the future in terms of climate 
change scenarios and how we 
will plan now to address those 
future risks," he said. 

De Guzman said the 
year-old CCC also leads the 
implementation of the Na-
tional Climate Change Action 
Plan. 

This roadmap focuses on 
priority areas on climate ac-
tion such as food security, 
water sufficiency, sustain-
able energy and human secu-
rity, among others. 

"Our convergence with the 
proposed department ... is on-
ly with human security, con-
tingency planning and hu-
manitarian response follow-
ing the disaster," he said. INQ 
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BSP, gov't agencies 
ready roadmap for 

sustainable financing 
The Bangko Sentral ng 

Pilpinas (BSP) and key 
government agencies are 
finalizing a roadmap to 
promote sustainable fi-
nance, facilitate investment 
in public infrastructure, 
and mobilize funds to fi-
nance green and sustain-
able projects. 

BSP Governor Benjamin 
Diolcno said in his speech 
during the 2nd Annual 
National Business Climate 
Action Summit that there is 
a need to adopt a "whole-
of-country approach to 
addres's climate change 
and environmental chal-
lenges as well as to scale 
up promotion of green and  

sustainable finance. 
"Aware of the magnitude 

of multi-faceted challenges 
surrounding sustainable fi-
nancing, the BSP is support-
ing the "whole-of-country" 
approach in this important 
undertaking," Diolcrto said. 

Apart from the public sec-
tor, the BSP chief said there is 
a need to increase the aware-
ness of the private sector, 
business enterprises and 
part of the households on 
the impact of climate and 
environment-related risks 
hopefully with the unceasing 
support by the development 
partners and academe. 

According to Diolcrto, the 
Turn to I38 

Dlokno 

BSP... From 137 

Philippine Development Plan of 
2017-2022 outlines the govern-
ment's climate-related and other 
environmental priorities. 

Strategies include promotion 
of green technology innovations; 
institution of appropriate incen-
tives to intensify the use of more 
energy efficient technologies; 
further development and use of 
renewable energy; promotion 
of climate-smart infrastructures 
and designs; promotion of low-
carbon, energy-efficient and 
environment-friendly urban 
transport systems; and promo-
lion of sustainable consumption 
and production. 

Diolcrto pointed out the BSP 
has rolled out a two-pronged 
approach in promoting environ-
mental, social and governance 
(ESG) principles via capacity 

building and awareness cam-
paign as well as by mainstream-
ing ESG principles through the 
issuance of enabling regulations. 

"We deem that this approach 
will increase the BSP and the 
banks' understanding of the 
risks posed by environment 
degradation and climate change 
on the financial sector, enhance 
capacity to manage these risks, 
and increase banks' awareness 
on the investment opportunities 
for green or sustainable projects 
before issuing regulatory expec-
tations on sustainable finance," 
he said. 

He said financial regulation 
could be a useful tool to con-
tribute to the achievement of 
national and international envi-
ronmental and social objectives. 

The ESG-related regulations 
will provide high level principles 
and broad expectations on the  

integration of ESG and sustain-
ability principles in the corporate 
and risk governance frameworks 
as well as in the business strategies 
and operations of banks; provide 
more granular expectations in 
managing climate change and 
other environment-related risks in 
relation to credit, market, liquidity, 
and operational risks; and cover 
potential regulatory incentives. 

Sustainable finance, Diokno 
said, is ultimately a public good 
since it could translate into profit-
able investments and at the same 
time attain environmental and 
social objectives when done right. 

He said Philippine banks are 
getting more involved into green 
finance, issuing green or sustain-
ability bonds in order to fund and 
refinance renewable energy and 
energy efficient projects, green 
buildings, and other green assets. 

— Lawrence Agcaoili 
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Greenhouse gas levels hit new high — UN 
GENEVA: Greenhou e gas levels in the 
atmosphere, them in driver of climate 
change, hit a record high last year, the 
United Nations said Monday, calling for 
action to safeguard "the future welfare 
of mankind." 

"There is no sign of a slowdown, let 
alone a decline, in greenhouse gas concen-
tration in the atmosphere despite all the 
commitments under the Paris Agreement 
on Climate Change,"the head of the World 
Meteorological Organization (WMO) Pet-
teri Taalas said in a statement. 

The WMO's main annual Greenhouse 
Gas Bulletin listed the atmospheric con-
centration of carbon dioxide ((02) in 2018 
at 407.8 parts per million, up from 405.5 
parts per million (ppm) in 2017. 

That increase was just above the annual 
average increase over the past decade. 

CO2 is responsible for roughly two-
thirds of Earth's warming. 

The second most prevalent green-
house gas in the atmosphere is meth-
ane — emitted in part from cattle and  

fermentation from rice paddies — which 
is responsible for 17 percent f warming, 
according to WMO. 

Nitrous oxide, the third major green-
house which is gas caused largely by 
agricultural fertilizers, has caused about 
six percent of warming on Earth, the UN 
agency said. 

Atmospheric concentration levels of 
both methane and nitrous oxide both hit 
record highs last year, the UN said. 

"This continuing long-term trend means 
thpt future generations will be confronted 
with increasingly severe impacts of climate 
change, including rising temperatures, 
more extreme weather, water stress, sea 
level rise and disruption to marine and 
land ecosystems,"WMO said. 

Emissions are the main factor that 
determines the amount of greenhouse 
gas levels but concentration rates are a 
measure of what remains after a series of 
complex interactions between atmo-
sphere, biosphere, lithosphere, cryosphere 
and the oceans. 

Roughly 25 percent of all emissions 
are currently absorbed by the oceans and 
biosphere — a term that accounts for all 
ecosystems on Earth. 

The lithosphere is the solid, outer 
part of the Earth while the cyrosphere 
covers that part of the world covered by 
frozen water. 

The UN's Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change has said that in order to 
keep warming below 1.5 degrees Celsius, 
net CO2 emissions must be at net zero, 
meaning the amount being pumped into 
the atmosphere must equal the amount 
being removed, either though natural 
absorption or technological innovation. 

While Taalas made clear that the 
world was not on track to meet UN 
targets, he did highlight some reasons 
for cautious optimism. 

"The visibility of these issues is the 
highest [it has] ever been; he told report-
ers in Geneva, noting that the private 
sector was increasingly investing in green 
technology. 	 AFP 
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How sick is our planet? 

F
or some time now, scientists and envi 
ronmentalists have sounded the alarm 
that our planet is sick. But do we really 
know how sick it is? One.  way that sci-

entists have been grappling with this puz-
zle is through the budding concept of 
"planetary boundaries." 

Will Steffen and coauthors (2016) postu-
late that a planetary boundary (PB) is a safe 
operating space for human societies to 
thrive as constrained by the underlying bio-
physical process of the Earth System. The 
concept of PB recognizes that the earth can 
only operate in a relatively stable condition 
such as we have today if certain boundaries 
are not breached. To go beyond certain lim-
its could threaten the capacity of the earth 
to sustain life as we know it. In other words, 
keeping within planetary boundaries is to 
be in the "safe zone of development" 

The boundary varies with the specific 
biophysical process as modified by human 
activities. Of these processes, those that 
have surpassed their planetary bound-
aries, or those that are posing increasing 
and high risk, include biosphere integrity 
(e.g., biodiversity), biogeochemical flows 
(nitrogen and phosphorus loading of rivers 
and lakes), climate change and land system 
change (e.g., deforestation). 

To illustrate, according to the Intergov-
ernmental Science-Policy Platform on Bio-
diversity and Ecosystem Services assess-
ment report (2019), three-fourths of the 
planet's land surface has already been modi-
fied by humans. Such modification has led 

COMMENTARY 
RODEL D. LASCO 

to the loss of plants and animal species, loss 
of livelihoods and socioculturally significant 
places, degraded landscapes, and to increas-
ing greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. 

While the science is in its infancy, there 
are clear signs that human activities are 
shaping the state of the planet in ways that 
no one can fully predict What can we do? 
More and more, we will have to act consid-
ering not just local and national impacts, 
but also planetary impacts. 

Scientists are exploring how the concept 
of PB can guide decision-makers. For exam-
ple, Ibrahim Algunaibet and coauthors 
(2019) incorporated PB into energy systems 
models by linking energy generation with 
the Earth's ecological limits, with the United 
States as a test case. They pointed out that 
ignoring PB could lead to energy mixes that 
could negate sustainable development aims. 
For example, the proportion of fossil fuels 
as energy source will have an enormous ef-
fect on the rate of global warming. Another 
sector with significant impact on PB is that 
of agriculture and food systems, which are 
major contributors to nitrogen and phos-
phorus flows as well as greenhouse gas 
emissions (see Bruce Campbell and cowork-
ers 2017). Practices such as chemical fertiliz-
er application, if done improperly, could  

lead to water pollution and climate change. 
Clearly, the way forward is fraught with 

complexity, uncertainty and huge risks. Is-
sues related to equity and social justice, 
even democracy itself, are just some of the 
more contentious issues that need to be ad-
dressed before the concept of PB becomes a 
real force in society. For instance, will im-
posing the concept of PB lead to a top-down 
approach led by so-called experts? Opera-
tionalizing the concept of PB by intergov-
ernmental organizations, government enti-
ties as well as the private sector is still sub-
ject to ongoing inquiry and debate. 

However, the state of knowledge should 
not lead to paralysis. There are enough indi-
cators pointing to a sick planet, the concept 
of PB being just one of them. Fortunately, 
there are numerous multiple-benefit solu-
tions that reduce ecological footprints while 
allowing for economic progress and profits. 
At the local and individual levels each of us 
can do our share to minimize the impacts of 
our actions on the planet we all share. At the 
same time, we must increasingly open our 
minds to planetary perspectives that view 
local action in light of global implications. 

Rodel D. Lasco is an author of several In-
tergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change reports, including the forthcom-
ing sixth assessment report. He is the ex-
ecutive director of The OML Center, a 
foundation devoted to discovering cli-
mate change adaptation solutions 
(http://www.omlopezcenter.org/)  
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Philippines' stakes 
in the UN Climate Summit 

By VINOD THOMAS 

The global climate talks in 
Madrid this December must 
tackle an issue that has for too 
long been tiptoeing in the shad-
ows of responses to the climate 
crisis: accountability. While sci-
entific evidence on the emerging 
catastrophe is more frightening 
than ever, especially for coun-
tries like the Philippines on the front line, carbon 
emissions and global temperatures are heading, 
alarmingly, in the wrong direction. It is imperative 
that the UN's COP25 summit be aligned to the big 
emitters—the top 10% of countries (20 of them) that 
make up 75% of global carbon discharges, led by 
China, the United States, India, Russia and Japan. 

Making the top emitters accountable makes 
sense because global warming is the result of 
the sheer magnitude of atmospheric pollution. 
Given the dominance of these large economies  

in the crisis, their national policies 
make all the difference. The urgency 
for strong leadership from them has 
become more pressing because the 
United States, China and India are 
increasing their emissions. All coun-
tries, including the Philippines, need 
to participate in a climate solution, 
but fast results hinge on the biggest 
ones making a U-turn. 

Climate change is no longer a dis-
tant phenomenon affecting faraway 
places. Today, the intensity of local 
catastrophes, like the 2013 Super Ty-
phoon Yolanda or the great Kerala 
floods of 2018 or the deadly California 
fires of 2018 or this year's Australian 
fires, can be linked to climate change 
caused by emissions. It is vital that 
the general public appreciate this link. 

Furthermore, policy leaders need 
to recognize that the payoffs from 
switching to a low-carbon growth path 
far outweigh the costs of making the 
transition. India, according to a World 
Bank estimate, could incur damage 
costs of 2.8% of gross domestic product 
(GDP) by 2050 in the current climate 
trajectory. One estimate places the loss 
from climate change from extreme 
weather events for 82 countries at 3% 
of GDP by 2050. 

These estimates of climate losses, 
however, are too low because previous 
projections understated the extent of 
the true threat. Higher temperatures 
are increasing energy consumption 
(for example, in cooling and refrigera-
tion); and global warming is making 
forest fires more destructive, in turn 

contributing to new climatic extremes. Similarly, 
, improved global elevation data show coastal levels, 

including in Southeast Asia, to be much lower and 
the risk of floods much higher than earlier maps 
had suggested. 

If the big carbon-emitting countries reduced their 
I fossil fuel consumption they could count on spillover 

gains from others following them - and, conversely, 
losses caused by others following their bad practices. 
The US administration's anti-environmental stance 
has had a knock-on effect on Brazil's deforestation 
binge in the Amazon, and the obdurate stances of 

Turn to page 12 

Philippines'... From page 9 

Russia and Saudi Arabia. Southeast Asia, including the Phil-
ippines is set to increase coal production, adding fuel to the 
climate fire. 

An encouraging development is the price declines and great-
er competitiveness of renewable sources of energy, especially 
solar and wind, which can help countries achieve low-carbon 
growth. Even so, renewables still account for just 11 percent of 
global energy consumption, compared with 80 percent for fossil 
fuels. Solarand wind need to overcome technical and logistical 
impediments on production, storage and distribution. To coun-
ter this, strong policy support and subsidies, be it in the US or  

the Philippines, could vastly increase their usage. 
The crucial question is how to get the leading carbon-emitters 

to drastically reduce fossil fuel consumption. The answer seems 
to be a sustained wave of public settiiment favoring bold climate 
action. Politicians with strong climate agendas for climate are 
making inroads in Europe and even in the United States, but 
this momentum needs to be kept up. Sadly, there are still too 
few national leaders in Asia championing climate action. 

Setting up a G-5 of the top five emitters to tackle climate 
change in the world's largest economies would be a nonstarter 
until the United States has a climate champion. In the meantime, 
a new G-20 of the top emitters, though more dispersed, would 
include Germany (the 6th largest emitter), which intends to 

phase out coal by 2038 and France (20th), whose president has 
been a leading voice for this cause. 

fi 	COP 25 negotiators at the Dec. 2-13 talks in Madrid will un- 
doubtedly sound the alarm on the imminent danger of climate 

, inaction. It must go further by announcing a new G-20 plan of 
action with2020 as the year that started to change the climate tra-
jectory. COP 25, the 25th session of the Conference of the Parties to 
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, 
should call on the leaders of the top carbon-emitting countries to 
take responsibility fdr reversing the dangerous climatetrend - and 
Southeast Asia, in its own interest, should make its voice heard. 

(Vinod Thomas is visiting professor at Asian Institute of Manage- 
ment, Manila.) 
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Architecture can slow down global warming 

PERSPECTIVE  litical issues of 
the time, it seeks 

ARCH. CELSO to minimize the 

NIEVES  negative envi- 
ronmental im-

pact of buildings by enhancing 
efficiency and moderation 
through the use of materials, 
energy and space development. 
It is a system in the architec-
tural practice of using natural 
energy, forces, materials, de-
sign methods and retrofitting 
within the building, and its 
surroundings for'health, safety 
and economy purposes. 

Energy efficiency is perhaps 
the most important goal of 
architecture. It may also mean 
reducing and eliminating the 
use of fuels that cause the 
greenhouse effect by utilizing 
the energy of the sun, wind, 
gravity and other natural forces, 
which are available and free. 
Architects may use different 
techniques to reduce the energy 
needs of buildings and increase 
their ability to capture or gener-
ate their own energy. 

It is clear that architecture 
endeavors to eliminate high 
energy-consuming mechanical 
equipment and use nature's 
energy whose primary goal 
is function, utility, strength, 
aesthetics; and of course, reduc- 

the environment. Framed by 
the larger discussion of sustain-
ability, and having to do with 

the pressing eco- 

‘ THE ARCHITECT'S nomic and po- 

1 HQ  ETTER architecture and 
D energy savings in build-

ings could do more to fight glob-
al warming 
than all 
curbs on 
greenhouse 
gases." This 
was agreed 
upon un- 
der the United Nations Kyoto 
Protocol. (The Kyoto Protocol 
is an amendment to the iñ 
ternational treaty on climatic 
change, assigning mandatory 
emission and limitation for the 
reduction of greenhouse gas 
emission.) Its main objective is 
the stabilization of greenhouse 
gas concentration in the atmo-
sphere at a level that would pre-
vent dangerous interference in 
the climate. 

"Buildings can play a key role 
in combating climate change," 
according to the United Na-
tions Environment Program 
(UNEP) report in Oslo during 
a conference, architecture has 
a great deal of responsibility 
in reducing greenhouse gases 
that cause climatic cataclysm. It 
is the design and construction 
of buildings that can capture 
the genetic power and forces of 
nature, including its beauty, to 
make the buildings sustainable. 

Architecture, in its basic and 
natural form, is therefore an ap-
proach to designs that empha-
size the placement of buildings 
on both local ecosystems and  

tion of expenses. 
In our tropical climate, the 

need for the better use of con-
crete, metal and other materials 
in construction and less use 
of energy for everything from 
air conditioners to lighting in 
homes and offices could save 
millions of pesos. 

"By some conservative es-
timates, the building sector 
worldwide could deliver emis-
sion reductions of LS billion 
metric tons of carbon dioxide," 
said Achim Steiner, the head of 
UNEP. "Carbon dioxide is the 
main greenhouse gas." 

"A more aggressive energy 
efficiency policy might deliver 
over 2 billion tons, or close to 
three times the amount sched-
uled to be reduced under 
the Kyoto Protocol," contin-
ued Steiner. 

The savings that can be made 
right now are potentially huge 
and the costs to implement 
them are relatively low if gov-
ernment, industries, businesses 
and consumers would act. 

We need to focus on more 
efficient buildings as we 
add thousands of square 
meters of spaces every day. 
Overall, most energies are 
consumed by homes, shops, 
offices and buildings such 
as schools and hospitals. 
Typically, construction costs 
decrease by 3 to 5 percent 
with the introduction of these 
energy-efficient methods. 

The call of the Kyoto Protocol 
is crystal clear — that architects 
everywhere have a momentous 
duty to the reduction of the 
deadly gases constantly hover-
ing over the atmosphere, which 
causes imbalance to the ecosys-
tem, abnormal growth to plants 
and animals, and sundry diseases 
to mankind. 

The Kyoto Protocol specifi-
cally emphasized architecture 
as one of the main agencies that 
could save the world from this 
potential disaster. 

The architectural profession is 
recognized as one of the prime 
movers to act on this calamity. 

Our organization, the United 
Architects of the Philippines, can 
work alongside,government agen-
cies like the Department of Energy, 
the Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources, and other 
private sectors like Japan's ZERO 
Energy Building System, Hari-
bon, Ecological Society of the 
Philippines, etc. It is timely that 
it should also be one of the fun-
damental subjects in the colleges 
of architecture and in the profes-
sional business world. 

Arch. Celso Nieves is a fellow 
of the United Architects of the 
Philippines and has been the past 
chairman of the Specialty Council 
on Climate Change of the UAP An 
advocate of green architecture and 
4architecture for architects, he is 
an active member of the UAP QC 
Central Chapter 
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IPCC contradicts climate emergency 
C EVERAI, times over the past four 

weeks, I have written on the rival 
claims (manifestos) of scientists 
who earnestly believe that mankind 
faces today a climate emergency, 
and the contrary claim of other sci-
entists who contend as passionately 
that there is no climate emergency. 

It seems at one glance like an 
insoluble argument, like a disputa-
tion over the existence of God. 

But now, I have discovered some-
thing that could decisively settle the 
dimate emergency argument once 
and for all. An analyst scholar has 
written a highly persuasive article 
which says that the UN's Inter-
governmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC), the seemingly 
robust originator and champion of 
the entire dogma of climate change, 
may not be sold at all on the current 
alarmist mantra about a climate 
emergency. 

This is the surprising thesis of Da-
vid Wojick, PhD, an independent 
analyst and specialist in the philoso-
phy of science and mathematical 
logic, in an article published on 
November 16 on Climatedepot. 
org, a project of the Committee for 
a Constructive Tomorrow, which 
bore the striking title, "The IPCC 
contradicts the climate emergency." 

The article is iconoclastic; I 
should let it speak for itself. 

Dr. Wojidc wrote: 
"Here is a recent screaming state-

ment of the supposed climate 
change emergency: Trump's greatest 
dereliction of duty — his disgrace-
ful denial of climate change' in the 
Washington Post. 

"This alarmist diatribe says: 'At a 
time when the international scien-
tific community has concluded that 
we have 11 years to avert the worst 
of climate change, Trump and his 
Republican allies are working to 
intensify the threat, not deter it. A 
more egregious dereliction of duty 
is impossible to imagine. Trump's 
denial mirrors the story of Nero fid-
dling while Rome burns. Like Nero, 

Trump is helping set the flames. 
Democrats are raising the alarm. 
The contrast cannot be dearer! 

"Here is the wildly false clairit 
'At a time when the intemational 
scientific community has conclud-
ed that we have 11 years to avert 
the worst of climate change...' 
This claim occurs repeatedly in 
emergency declarations. 

"This false claim refers to the 
IPCC SRI 5 report issued in October 
2018. What the IPCC really said was 
we have the 12 years until 2030 
to prevent the small difference in 
impact between 1.5 degrees Celsius 
(C) of total warming and 2 C. With 
one degree already done. this is just 
the difference between 0.5 C of new 
warming and 1 C. The question only 
came. up because both targets are 
mentioned in the Paris Accord. The 
question thus arises, what difference 
does this difference make? 

'According to the IPCC this dif-
ference in impact is very small. Lt is 
certainly not 'the worst of dimate 
change' as the Post and other alarm-
ists repeatedly claim. 

"Proponents of the climate emer-
gency scare often cite last year's 
IPCC SR15 report as their scientific 
basis, but it is no such thing. The 
widely proclaimed 12-year deadline 
is just for holding warming to 1.5 
C, which the IPCC says is almost 
impossible. The IPCC numbers also 
say that exceeding that warming 
is in no way catastrophic. The 
difference between the impact of 
1.5 C of total warming (just 0.5 C 
of new warming) and 2 C is tiny. 
Thus, the IPCC report actually 
contradicts the unfounded claim 
of a climate emergency. 

"Here is an example from the  

SR15 Summary for policymakers: 
Temperature extremes on land are 
projected to warm more than GMST: 
extreme hot days in mid-latitudes 
warm by up to about 3 degtess Cel-
sius (C) at global warming of 1.5 C 
and about 4 C at 2 C, and extreme 
cold nights in high latitudes warm 
by up to about 4.5 C at 1.5 C and 
about 6 C at 2 C! 

"Extreme hot days, which are 
uncommon to begin with, warm 
by up to about just 1 C going from 
1.5 C to 2 C of total warming. This 
is certainly not an emergency. It is 
probably not even detectable due 
to natural variability. 

"Note that the 3 C of hot weath-
er warming at 1.5 C of total global 
warming and the 4 C at 2 C both 
include the 1 C that is supposed to 
have already happened. Presum-
ably, something like half of this 
impact has already occurred, so 
that is not part of the future impact 
emergency issue. 

"In short we are talking about just 
a tiny amount of impact as being the 
difference between 1.5 and 2 C of 
total warming. There is simply no 
basis for declaring an emergency in 
these IPCC numbers. There is noth-
ing catastrophic in going to 2 C of 
warming instead of 1.5 C. 

"Note too that extreme cold 
nights warm even more, which is 
arguably a good thing. Given that 
extreme cold is reportedly more 
dangerous than extreme heat, going 
to 2 C might even be net beneficial. 
Richard Tol's integrated assessment 
model actually says this. 

"The proponents of the scary 
emergency need to be called out on 
this contradiction. No IPCC science 
supports the climate emergency. 
What the proponents of climate 
emergency are calling for is all cost 
with no benefit. 

"The emergency is a fallacy." 

Climate science is a joke 

This reminds me of what Nobel 

laureate Dr. Kary Mullis said in 
May last year about climate science. 

Dr. Mullis, in his assessment 
of the current state of climate sci-
ence, described it as a "joke." He 
said there is no scientific evidence 
whatever that carbon dioxide 
(CO2) is, or can ever "drive" cli-
mate change. 

There is also no published 
empirical scientific evidence that 
any CO2, whether natural or 
man-made, causes warming in the 
troposphere. Mullis earned a Bach-
elor of Science degree in chemistry 
from the Georgia Institute of Tech-
nology in Atlanta in 1966, he then 
received a PhD in biochemistry 
from the University of California, 
Berkeley in 1973. 

Mullis shared the Nobel prize 
in chemistry in 1993 in recognition 
of his invention of the polymerase 
chain reaction technique, which 
became a central technique in bio-
chemistry and molecular biology. 

Mullis' skepticism about climate 
science has been spurred by his 
dismay over the misuse of science 
in the climate controversy. 

He has been quoted as saying that 
"the never-ending quest for more 
grants and staying with established 
dogmas" has hurt science. He be-
lieves that "science is being practiced 
by people who are dependent on 
being paid for what they are going 
to find out," not for what they actu-
ally produce. 

No emergency 
and no science 

What will happen to the climate 
emergency if the IPCC will not 
back the lie? 

And what will happen to the sci-
entific consensus on climate change, 
if the science if just a joke? 

Without the emergency and 
without the science, climate alarm-
ists should just hang up their gloves. 

yenobserver@gmail.com  
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Pangulong Digong si 
Vice President Leni bi-
lang co-chairman ng In-
ter-Agency Committee 
on Anti-Illegal Drugs, 
may mga naiwang usa-
pin na gustong talaka- 
yin ng ating Uzi. 	 i 	

N 
Una, may malalaking 

butas sa karnpanya ni 
VP Leni. 

Kabilang umano rito 
any pagpipilit ni VP Leni 

tay sa giyera sa droga migil sa droga. 
	 Practice Ito laban sa na walang dapat mama- • 

bilang best practice rito. 	
Tanong: Bakit hindi mga sangkot sa droga. 

lkalawa, may VP Leni naiisip ni VP Leni na isu- 	Aba, hindi lang mga I 
man o wala sa ICAD, long any parusang bitay pulis ang nagtutuk-Tok I 
dapat magkaroon ng in- laban sa droga bilang pa- Hangyo sa mga sang-
ternal cleansing o pay- malit sa patayan sa mga kot sa droga sa bara- 

lilinis ng bakuran sa komunidad? 
	 ngay kundi ang mga 

buong pulisya. 	
BEST PFtACTICE PA lokal na opisyal. 

BEST PRACTICE 	
Bago iniupo si VP Leni 	Kita naman ninyo, 

Noong nakaupo pa sa ICAD, meron nang mahigit 1.3 milyon any 
si VP Leni sa ICAD, nag- ibang mga best practice nadiskubreng adik, tulak 
hahanap siya ng best para labanan naman any at druglord nang paira-
practices sa giyera sa pang-aabuso sa kapang- lin ang OpIan Tokhang 

droga at isa sa mga na- yarihan ng mga armadong 
tna pagkatok sa mga 

banggit niya any pagka- pwersa ng pamahalaan. 
	k  ahanan ng mga sang- 

lap ng mga ito sa bang 	
Isa rito an internal 	ot sa droga at pakiu- 

mga bansa. 	
cleansing o paglilinis sa sap sa mga Ito na tumi- 

Bigla nating naala- bakuran ng mga pulls, gil n
pa.  pa pagdOdroga. 

ala any Association of miyembro ng Philippine 	
inagtayo ng 

Southeast Asian Na- Drug Enforcement Agency, 

	De- 
partment of Interior and 

tions. 	
National Bureau of Inves- 	

ocal Government ang 

Alam ba ninyo na sa tigation at iba pa. 	
lahat ng lokal na pama- 
halaan no mga Anti-Drug 

10 bansang bumubuo 	May mga tagumpay Abuse Council upang 
ng ASEAN, any Filipinas naman dito. 	 makatulong any mga 
at Cambodia lamang 	Halimbawa any pag- pulis, militar, N131 at iba 
any walang parusang bubuking ng korapsyon ng pa sa giyera sa droga. 
bitay? 	 mga miyembro ng Bids 	BEST PRACTICE 

	

Any Indonesia, Viet- and Awards Committee 	KAHIT MADUGO 
nam, Malaysia, Brunei sa pagbili ng daan-daang 	Nagkaroon ng napa- 
Darrusalam, Thailand, libong pisong halaga ng kaiaking epekto sa ma-
Laos, Myanmar ay may body camera ng mga pu- laganap  na droga any 
parusang bitay at kasa- lis, 	 best practice na madu- 
ma sa mga binibitay any 	Anak ng tokwa, P5 mil- go. 
mga sangkot sa droga. yon any hinuhuthot ng tat- 	Sa mga buy-bust at 

Paglabas mo na- long pulls na miyembro ng raid sa bisa ng mga 
man sa ASEAN, may bi- BA C sa isang aplikanteng warrant of arrest at 
tay rin sa mga bansang auplayer ng body camera. search warrant, lumala- 
South at North Korea, 	Ngayon, sibak na at ban any mga sangkot 
China at Japan at kasa- nahaharaP  sa mga ad- sa droga. 
ma sa mga binibitay rito ministratibo  at kriminal na 	Natural na ipagtang- 
ang mga sangkot din sa kaso any mga pulis na gol ng mga awtoridad 
droga. 	 may ranggong police ma- any kanilang mga sari- 

Pagpunta mo sa jor. 	 It 
mga Arabong bansa, BEST PRACTICE PA 	Sa Mindanao, mitin- 
binibitay rin any mga 

	

	 di, dahil, kasama any Isa pang best practice 
sangkot sa droga. 
	

any aktibong pagsupil sa mga militar sa mga buy- 

PRACTICE 
NG BEST 	 bust at raid dahil arma- 

PRACTICE 	
mga pasaway na pulls na 
lumalaban sa droga ngu- do ng mga matataas na 

Best practice any bi- 	 uri ng baril any mga 
nit nais lang palang may- 

sa kanila dahil wala 	 sangkot sa droga. 
kapera. 

nang pag-asang maka- 

	

	 Sa bisa ng kamata- 
Bago dumating any 

babalik pa sa paggawa, 	- • 	 yan sa best practice na 
administrasyong Duterte, 

pagpapalaganap, pay- 	
Ito, maraming komu- 

talamak any hulidap ng 
titinda atpagpapayaman 	

nidad, kalsada at taha- 
malalaki at malillit na 

ng mga sangkot sa dro- 	
nan ang lumaya sa dro- 

sangkot sa droga. 
ga. 	

ga. 
Hindi na rin maka- 	

Nagpatuloy ito sa ka- 	Kung noon ay takot 
hahawak pa any mga sagsagan ng giyera sa na takot sa mga sangkot 
sangkot sa droga ng ka- droga ni Pang. Digong at sa droga, na may mga 
pangyarihan sa pama- umabot pa nga any pang- protektor  sa pamaha-
halaan upang mapro- aabuso sa Camp Crame Iaan  any mga mama-
tektahan nila any ka- na roon pinatay any isang mayan, any mga ma- 

nilang droga. 	
Koreano saka sinuno9 mamayan, ngayon, da- 

Mapipigilan din any pero pagkatapos na may- hil sa madugong best 
mga international drug kapera any rnga pulls, 	practice, nagbibigay na 

Umaaksyon ang mga sila ng impormasyon. syndicate na yawing 
transhipment point any pwersang Counter Intelli- 	May iba pa ngang 
Pinas ng mga droga na gence Task Force laban sumasama na sa pag-

ibinibiyahe sa .11)0 ibang sa kanilang kabaro at ma- kuyog sa mga sangkot 

bansa. 	
rami nang scalawag any sa droga na aktong gu- 

Ang mga druglord kanilang nadakma, ikinu- magawa ng krimen. 
na nakakulong at nag- long at kinasuhan. 	 Paano si VP Leni na 

oopereyt kahit nasa Bili- 	BEST PRACTICE 	kontrabida sa ilang best 

bid na sila ay hindi na 	 PA RUN 	 practice rito? 

dapat problema pa. 	Sa kabila ng masa- 	Anomang reaksyon o 
At sapilitang magka- many imahe na gawa ng reklamo, maaaring ipa-

kaleksyon any mga gus- mga iskalawag sa Op- rating sa 0922840-3333 
tong maging adik at at Ian Tokhang, masasabing o i-email sa bantipor-
tulak para umiwas 0 tu- napakaepektibong Best de@ yahoo.com. 

BENNY ANTIPORDA  

BEST PRACTICES VS BROCA 
AT PAGLILINIS NC BAKURAN 
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