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PACPACO

THE chairman of the
House committee on nat-
ural resources has sought
a congressional inquiry
into the status of the clean-
up drive of the heavily
polluted Manila Bay as
ordered by President Ro-
drigo Duterte.

avite Rep. Elpidio
Barzaga fr, who chairs the
panel and whose district is
one of the provinces around
Manila Bay, filed House Res-
olution (HR) No. 247 direct-
ing his committee o conduct
an inquigl', in aid of legisla-
tion, on the status of Manila
Bay rehabilitation and the
cleanup of water tributaries
leading to it, as ordered by
Duterte and by the continu-
ing writ of mandamus of the

" Supreme Court.

A writ of mandamus is
an order from a court to a
government agency or agen-
cies to do something, in this
%ase, to clean up Manila

ay.

X’The continuous pollu-
tion of Manila Bay has im-

acted the health and liveli-
ood of the coastal comrnu-
nities and produced delete-
rious effects on the marine

life and resources in Manila-

Bay and contingent waters
and ftributaries leading to
the bay,” Barzaga pointed
out. &

On December 18, 2008
in the case of MMDA vs
Concerned Residents of
Manila Bay (G.R. Nos.
17147-48), Barzaga said the
5C issued a continuing
mandamus against differ-
ent government agencies to
cleann up, rehabilitate, and
preserve Manila Bay, and to
restore and maintain its
waters to Class B Level that
is fit for swimming, skin-
driving and other forms of
contact recreation.

Barzaga recalled that the
Department of the Interior
and Local Government
(DILG) was ordered by the
5C “to direct all LGUs in
Metro Manila, Rizal, Lagu-
na, Cavite, Bulacan, Pam-
panga and Bataan to in-
spect all factories, commer-
cial establishments and pri-
vate homes along the banks

Solon seeks inquiry into Manila Bay rehab

of the major river systems in
their respective areas of ju-
risdiction.” !

He said the Metropoli-
tan Waterworks and Sewer-
age System (MWSS) was
directed to maintain water
freatment facilities while the
Local Water Utilities Ad-
ministration (LWUA),
through water districts, was
tasked to set up sanitation
facilities and ensure the ef-
ficient and safe collection,
treatment and disposal of
sewage in the provinces of
Laguna, Cavite, Bulacan,
Pampanga and Bataan “at
the earliest possible time.”

On the other hand, he
said the Department of Ag-
riculture (DA), through the
Bureau of Fisheries and
Aquatic Resources (BFAR)
was ordered “to improve
and restore marine [ife of
Manila Bay.”

Other agencies ordered
by the SC 1o help in the

anila Bay cleanup, accord-
ing to him, are the Phﬂé:-
pine Coast Guard (PCG),
the Philippine National Po-
lice Mantime Group (PNP-
MG), the Philippine Ports

Authority (PPA), the Metro
Manila Development Au-
thority (MMDA), the De-
partment of Public Works
and Highways (DPWH),
Housing and Urban Devel-
%pment Coordinating

ouncil (FHUDCC), Depart-
ment of Education (DepEd)
and other agencies.

The Department of
Health (DoH) was likewise
ordered by the 5C, “within
one year from finality of the
decision,” to determine if all
licensed septic and sludge
companies have the proper
facilities for the treatment
and disposal of fecal sludge
and sewage coming from
septic tanks, he said.

Despite the SC decision
in 2008 and Resolution in
2011, Barzaga lamented,
Manila Bay “continued to
be the most polluted in the
country, serving as a giant
“waste dump” for the me-
tropolis and adjacent cities
where domestic sewage tox-
ic industrial effluenis from
factories leachate from gar-
bage dumps and other sub-
stances continue to pollute
its waters”.
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SAKO-SAKONG basura ang naipon
mula sa datampasigan ng Navolas mata-
pos magsagawa ng clean-up drive ang
miyembro ng Pasay City Hosl Lions
Club PCHLC) sa pangunguna ni Presi-
dent Lydia Bueno (inset) katuwang ang
iba't ibang grupo ng motorcycle riders
club. Layunin ng mga ito na mabawasan
at matanggal ang mga basurang palu-
{ang-lutang sa tubig na sumisira at nag-
paparumi ng kapaligiran.
JOJO RABULAN
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N!LA Zoo's lagoon gets a long overdue cleanup.
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GOVERNMENTS, BUSINESSES,

PEOPLE ARE RACING TO CLEAN U
THEIR ACT, WASTE-PROOF THE

By JASPER EMMANUEL
Y. ARCALAS

FUTUR

books. And with that, countries around the world
are teft with just 10 years to fulfill their commit-
ment of providing 2 better future and fife for everyone.

By 2030, at least 17 sustainable development
goals {SDG), which are blueprint to achieve a better
and more sustainable future for all, should be met.

Al of these goalsare talf order. And one of the
gargantuan tasks for countries, aspeially like the
Philippines, is by becoming a nation that is able to
do “more and better withTess.”

The SDG 12, known as Sustainable Consump-
tion and Production, promotes “resource- and
energy-efficient, sustainable infrastructure, and
providing access to basic services, green and decent

jabs and a better quality of ife for all.”

Among the targets of the goal is “to substan-
tiafly reduce waste generation through prevention,
reduction, recycling and reuse,” by 2030.

And achieving such feat entails the coaperation
of every global ditizen up to multibilionaire firms.

“Encourage companies, especially large and
transnational companies, to adopt sustainable prac-
tices and to integrate sustainability information int0

'I' HE end of 2019 means another decade in the

their reporting cycle,” SDG 12.6 reads.

in the Philippines, multinational firms have
been stepping up their game to contribute to the
achteverent of this SDG.

The ‘single-use’ problem

THE Global Alliance for Incinerator Alternatives
{Gaia) released a study this year that sought to pro-
vide a “snapshot of the plastic pollution problem”in
the Philippines, "where a number of cities are trying
toimplement sustainable Zero Waste strategies.”

Gaia is a global network of more than 800
grassroots groups, Hongovernment organizations
that promotes “zero waste as a holistic solution and
an econamic shift towaed justice and sustainability.”

In its study titled “Plastics Exposed How
Waste Assessments and Brand Audits are Helping Phil-
ippine Gities Fight Plastic Pollution,” Gaia pointed to the .
“|ack of extensive data” in the Philippines regarding the
“fegarding the production, consumptian, and disposal
ofsingle-use plastics and plastic packaging.”

“For example, there is no data on the total
sachet production of companies, which make up a
significant portion of throwaway plastics In dumps,
waterways, and beaches,” the group explained in
the study released last March.

The research compifed data from 21 waste as-

sassments conducted in six cities and seven munici-
palities across the Philippines, according to Gaia.

In the study, Gaia pointed out that one of the
biggest chaltenge in demestic waste reduction is the
“the proliferatian of plastic bags, sachets, and other
disposable plastic packaging and products.”

As Gata puts it: Single-use disposable plas-
tic is the greatest obstacle to sound waste and
resource management.

“|nadequate waste management systems and
human negligence are often cited as the main con-
tributors to plastic waste leakage into terrestrial
and marine environments—Abut waste and brand
audit data in many parts of the world ave hetping
reveal that the unfettered preduction of dispos-
able plastic is the actual problem,” the groupsaid in
the reportrefeased in March.

“Aislong as the mass production of throwaway
plastics continues unabated, cities and countries will
find it harder and harder to cope. Put simply, dispos-
able plasticis a pollution problem, and the anly way
to prevent it is to stop it at source,” it added.

164 million cachets a day
THE Gaia study yielded 48,080 pieces of plastic prod-
ucts from the 21 study sites, O which are: 25,147
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pieces of sachets, 15,581 pieces of multilayer, multi-
materiai sachets, 11,526 pieces of plastic labo bags, 7,246
pieces of plastic shopping bags and 4,161 other items.

From these the researchers extrapolated data
to estimate the plastic. residual use per capita per
year and for the entire Phillppines per day.

Based on the data, Gaia sald an average Filipino
uses 59 pieces of sachets peryear or aboirt 1.64 pieces a
day, a“modest figure compared to urban consumption.”

“For example in Quezon City, which can reach
as many as six pieces per person per day, Included
In the sachet count are: shampao, conditioner, de-
tergent, fabric softener, condiments, coffee and
other drinks, processed food, etc,” Gaia said.

" The Gaia study’s findings revealed almost 164
milion pieces of sachets are used dally, equivalent to
about 59.7 billion pieces of sachets annually.

“These sachets represent billicns of pe-
s0s in profits for manufacturing companies.
However, these companies are not mandated
to manage sachet waste once they have sold
these to Filipino consumers. All these sachets
are Unrecyclable and represent waste that has
to be Managed by cities and municipalities us-
ing taxpayers’ money,” it said.

“All these sachets are unrecyclable and rep-
résent waste that has to be managed by cities and
municipalities using taxpayers’ maney,” it added.

Furthermore, Gaia findings showed that the
Philippines uses 48.125 million pieces of plastic
shopping bags and 45.228 million pieces of plastic
fabo bags daity.

The country also uses a little over 3 million
pleces of disposable diapers a day, which is equlva-
lent to 76 pleces of diapers per Filipin per year.

*These figures shaw that that the sheer vol-
ume of residual waste generated daily is beyond
the capatity of barangays, cities and municipali-

®

eSS

e a #E

%

sViirro

-
K
A

I/l Eedd L.d 2]

nree AT TALEIN FRaremal
Wy il
F A rew i
~27- 19
[P BAIr

ties to manage: the problem is the huge amount
of single use plastics being produced, not the way the
waste is managed,” Gaia said.

THE Gaia study afso looked at potertial income of a
household per study site if they would ¢ollect and sell
recyclables. Based on their data gathering, 11 to 23.87
percent of total household waste in the sample sites are
recydables which could be diverted from fandfills by
bringing these tojunkshops orwaste markets.

“The old saying ‘one man’s trash is another
man's treasure’ holds true in the amount of re-
cyclables that can be recovered from household
waste,” the report read.

Based on the extrapolation of data, a Quezon Gty
househotd could eam P11.68 a week from just selling
recyclables tojunk shop, according te the stady.

“The amount might not be significant to a house-
hoid of four geaple, but it could mear additional income
for a waste collector assigned to 200 househslds. The
figure could translate to P9,352 (1150178.81) a month for
that waste collector,” the study said.

On a barangay level, for exampie, Gaja neted that
Brgy. Paraiso, one of the sample sites, which hasa popu-
lation of 3,790 or 816 households, could coflactively gen-
erate nearty PS00,000 annually by selling recydables.

iN the Philippires, multinationais have been step-
ping up their game to meet SDG 12 as the goal ex-
plicitly pointed out their responsibilities in turaing
the werld te a better and more sustainable habitat.

In June of this year, Nesiié Philinpines togeth-
erwith Yalenzuela City, the Department of Education
(DepEd) and Green Antz Builders Inc, launched 2
city-wide residual waste-recovery program in Va-
tenzuela City, known as “plastic city” for hosting a
number of plastic factories in Metro Manila.

Nestlé Philippines’s program called May Balik!

Sa Plastik! promotes proper waste segregation, recy-
¢ling, and disposal—packaging materials that end upin
sanitary engineered landfills or open dumps.

The program targets the recovery of waste lanii-
nates stich as postconsumer sachets and used beverage
cartans, considered residual wastes and comprise the
bulk of acean-plastic pollution. The Philippines is the
third-largest source of ocean plastic pollution.

Under the program, using appropriate technolo-
gies, these so-called residuat wastes may still be used for
recycling, upcyding of coprocessing in cement kilns.

A first-class city, Vatenzuela City is determined
to challenge the perception that plastic is bad. Prop-
erly managed, plastic or even its so-called residual
waste, have its positive impact to livelihood, and
envisanment, Mayor Rexlon Gatchalian said during
the launch at the city’s Amphitheater,

Speaking mostly in Filipino, Gatchalian said
through the program, they hope to encourage proper
use and disposal of piastics as it also has positive effact
to the envirgnment and through the program, to help
improve the living conditicn in Yalenzuela City by con-
verfing these residual wastes inte cash.

Valenzueta City s among the very few citiesin the
National Capital Region (NCR) witheut an ordinance that
bans the use of singie-use plastic or Styrefoam.

“Tackling the problem of plastic waste in the
environment and arriving at sustainable solutions
are of paramount importance to Nestle,” the com-
pany’s Chairman and CEQ Kais Mazouki said.

Marzouki recalled that in April 2018, Nestle
announced a global commitment that 100 percent
of its packaging will be designed for recycling or re-
usable by 2025 as it envisions that none of its waste
would end up in langfill or as litter,

He said this can be achieved through three
focus areas, namely, developing packaging of the
future; helping shape a waste-free future through
collection and recycling and addressing consumer
heliefs and behaviars.
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“At Nestle Philippines, we are accelerating
our efforts to find solutions o the plastic prob-
lem,” he said. He added that whil= the rampany
looks for inngvative packaging selutinns, it is also
imperative to take immediate action to stop leak-
age into waterways and 0caas, ;
recycle its packaging.

Underthepregram andin partnershipwith Green
Antz BuildersInc., the proponents of the pragram will
encoutage school chitdren to turn reey their sachets
and used beverage cartons in desigraled cutlets,

Green Antz Builders Inc., an innoviitive sociil
entergrise which manufacturss altermative construc-
tion materials, will use these residual waste as raw
materials for eco-bricks.

The company will coilect the plastic waste
from the schools and baranzays. The hulk af the
collection will go to Republic Cemnent for to-piro-
cessing in its cement kiins. i

iy ne ...':l"'.:.

Billion-peso facility

ALMOST the same time as Mest'e's Moy Balk sa
Plastic program, Coca-Cala Beverages Fhilippines, Inc.
{CCBPY), the bottling arm of Coca-Cola in the country,
unveiledits P1-billion investment in 4 pioneermg fond-
grade facility to help boost recycling 1 the rountry.

This was Coca-Cola’s first mzjor investiment in
arecycling facility in South Fast Asia and s par? ef the
its commitment to a World Without Wazte.

CCBPI said it has-engagad with potential part-
ners fo "enstire that the positive nagac | ol e facilily
will be total and far-reaching.

These partners include: a reputabie locat com-
pany, as well as an internationally-recognized green
technology partner m szcycling.

(BRI explained that facilily will collect, sort,
clean and wash post-comsumer PET [polyethylene
terephthalate) plastic bottles andl tusn them into
new bottles using advanced technology.

“Coca-Cola has called the Philippines it hame

Business!
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for 107 years and counting, and we want méde our
part in ensuring sustainability within its shores,” said
Gareth McGeown, President and CEO of oga-Cola
Beverages Philippines, Inc.

“Gus Coca-Cola bottles and cans are 16 -per-
cent recyclable and have value as a recycied material.
Qur aspiration with this facility is te dlose the loop on
our packaging by helping turn old bottles into new
ones. This facility is testament to our resolve in mak-
ing our World Without Waste vision a reality across
the country, with real positive impact notjusl_facmss
aur value chain, but alsg in the communities where
we belong,” McGeown added.

Once established, the facility is expetted to
help improve PET cellection and recycling rates in the
Philippines—and, with this, the generation of more
Fifiine jobs, according to the multinational,

“The groject will also help uplift the liveii-
hood of workess across the waste materials vatue
chain, including that of waste-pickers and Waste-
collectors. Through jeb creation and the institu-
tionalization of envirenmentally conscious prac-
tices, this recycting facility will help build stronger
communities,” (CBP said.

The project is an integral part of ”World With-
out Waste” ~ Coca-Cola’s globat comimitment e col-
lect and recycle the equivalent of every bottle and
can that it sells by 2030, it said.

“The company also intends to use an .iverage
of 50-percent recycled content in its packaglng in-
cludingits PET bottles,” CCBPI said. '

“Waorld Without Waste &5 one of Coca-Cola’s .

must ambitious sustainability goafs to date. Over
the years, the company has made strong progress in
the Philippines by integrating sustainabilitylacsass
the busingss and the vafue chain-—from| water
resources {the company has already achieved over
100% water replenishment through an'atray of
community water projects); to energy (58 pfercent
of Coca-Cola's operational energy requireftents in
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the country utilize renewable energy); to sustain-
able packaging (50 percent of volume in retdrn-
able glass bottles),” it added.

Much work, little time

THE Philippines, the recognized center of world ma-
rine biodiversity, stressed at the high-level 4th UN
Environment Assembly in March that countries
must double time to achieve envirgnmental-
related SDGs including SDG 12.

The UN Environment Assembly is the multilaterai’s
highest-dedsion making body o environmental issues.

The Philippines challenged fellow UN mem-
her-states te detail what they have achieved after
decades of negotiations toward a betier and sustain-
able global environment.

The country’s statement during the four-
day high-level March meeting in Nairobi, Kenya
was delivered by Philippine Ambassader to Kenya
Francis Maynard Malean.

“After decades of negotiations resulting in mul-
titateral environmental agreements of every kind, we
should have at least made a dent in the gargantuan ask
of cleaning up the environment, halting and reversing
biodiversity loss and drasticaiy reducing aur emissions.
But, are we succeeding?” Malecn said.

“Now, more than ever is the best time to seri-
ously take stock of what we have accomplished, thus
far, and, building an these efforts, to uneguivocally,
ambitiously, and innovatively move forward, and not
backwards, with concrete actions towards buiiding
sustainable and resilient sacieties,” Maleon added.

Maleon said countries s “as one global com-
munity” must “strive for sustainable consumption and
praduction patterns, using a compiete full-lite cydle ap-
proach, across our global economy, with the peopte and
planet at the forefront, as spelled out in our SDGs.”

“For our part, as a mega-diverse country, the
Philippines 1 ready to do its share - even as on a per
capita, our consymption rate s lower than the global

-
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Boracay, the agency’s centerpiece accomplishment,
in 2018, and Manila Bay this year,” he said.

Maleon said the “Philippines remains cormit-
ted to its roadmap and action plans for biodiversity
conservation, dimate change, foad security, renewahle
and clean energy and the attainment of the SDGs.”

He continued: “Exceflencles, we are running
out of time, As we speak, the cost.cf our procrasting-
tion in addressing our abuses against ouy giobal com-
maons and natural capital is already haunting us.

“Our unsustainable human consumption pat-
terns must be curbed, so we can still leave hehind a
woild where future generations can stilf pursue their
own sustainabie development aspirations, and not
stolen from them.”

What lies ahead?

AS the world chases its goal of meeting a sustainable
future for all, one cannat help but ask: Are plastics
naturally goad or bad?

former United Nations Environment Pro-
gramme (Unep} Head Erik Salheim makes a good case
about this in his foreword to the program’s study titied
“Single-use Plastics: A Roadmap for Sustainability.”

At the get-go, Solheim pointed out that there
is no doubt that plastic is‘'a “miracle material,” that
saved “countless lives,” facilitated growth of energy
sector, and “revolutionized” food storage.

But the characteristics of this ‘miracle materi-
al” such as convenience and affordability, made it one
of the planet’s “greatest environmental challenges,”
Solheim wrote.

“Our oceans have been used as a dumping
ground, choking marine life and transforming some
Marnife afeas into a plastic soup,” he said.

“Indities around the werld, plastic waste clogs
drains, causing floods and breeding disease. Con-
surned by livestock, it also finds its way into the food
chain,” he added. :

And if that's the case, i8 there a way to solve
this “one of the greatest environmental challenges”
known to man? Solheim befieves so.

"The good news,” Sotheim pointed out, is that a
growing number of governments are “taking actions
and demonstrating that all nations, whether fichar poor,
can become global environmental leaders.”

urrre
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Solheim v.'ited the case of Rwandla, which e said
“fs now one ofithe dleariest mations on eafth” since ithe-
(amea pionee#* hanning singte-use plastic hags.

Kenya hit followed the footsteps of its fellow Af-
rican country to | help clear its iconic national parks anid
save ifs cows fram an unhealthy diet,” Sothein; said.

“Plastic 't the prablesn. s vt we do
it. And that mesins the anusds owus to e fir sty
in how we use this miracle material," Saltelm /i 1

. ending his foreword,

Thereishope

DURING the dth high-tevel LHER 1| 4al
leaders from more than 70 U itenher states «
sued a declaration saying tha “world reedon i
up moves towards a aew model o develunment 1
order 1o respedt the visian laid out 1 me bl
Development Geals for 2030."

The dedaration is grounded on the suintres
grave concern by the mounting evidene af L
planet is “increasingly palluted, rapidly waring it
dangerousty depletad.”

The ministers “pledged to addre:s
mental challenges through advanicing o
solutions and adopting sustainable cosstin g
production patterns,” according to Unep,

*We neaffirm that poverty esadication, chiariy
Unsustaina nd promoting sustaimahie —po!
terns of consumption and production: aid proti
and managing the natusal 1esource base f oo
and social devbbapment are Thﬁm’il’ﬂll’ﬂllﬂ}hlay' i,
of, and essestial requiremients for, sustainabls
opment,” the ministers sald in a final declaration,

"We wifl Improve matioial reseurce minia
ment strategies with integrated full lifacycle o)
proaches a'nd analysis to achieve (ogauie oo
and Jow-carhion economies,” they said

The world leaders: alin rhwdq (s
nificantly reﬂuce single=ss filastie prod: mls fils
cording te the dactaration.

"W;ﬁll address the dapiage 1 mrrmxsystms
catjsent by nmsustamh'lemzanddfspnsamfplasuc
praducts, induding by significanty reducing wgle
se plastic products by 2030, and wewillwird with e
private sectar to find affordable and environimentily
friendly products,” they said.
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THE TRUTH

ABOUT PL.

By LEONY GARCI1A

LASTIC per se is not the problem.

Mismanagement or improper

disposal of plastic is the culprit of
the world’s plastic waste problem.

Plastic is a unique materijal
with many benefits: it's cheap,
versatile, lightweight, and
resistant. This makes it a valuable
material for many functions. It
can also provide environmental
benefits through certain supply
chains as it plays a critical vole in
maintaining food quality, safety
and preventing waste.

The trade-offs between
plastics and substitutes {or
complete bans) are therefore
complex and could create negative
knock-en enviranmental impacts,

That's why members of the
Philippine Chamber of Food
Manufacturers, Inc. (PCEMI) were
one in saying no to the total ban
of plastics including the cne-
time-use materials.

For the group of local food
manufacturers which uses plastic
packages on their products,
plastic per se is not the prablem.
The mismanagement/improper
disposa) of plastic is the culprit of
the world’s plastic waste problem
according to them as validated
by the studies presented during
the group's annual membership
meeting in September this year.

But being an urgent
environmental issue, PCFMI
Chairman and President
Elizabeth M. De Lean-Lim, called
for collaborative actions toward
the complex and urgent issue of
plastic wastes.

“We believe that collaborative
and collective actions toward
the complex and urgent issue
of plastic wasles are necessary,
requiring the involvement of all
stakeholders in the public and the
private sectors,” she said.

Although the Philippines is

i, ranked third hlghest source;ofs

ocean plastic »ollulion, next Lo
1p! 245

China arid fridoresia; the ccﬂ’rﬁry':"'

has one of the best ordinances
when it comes to abating plastic
waste. Republic Act {RA) 5003
or the Ecelogical Solid Waste
Management Act of 2000 was
crafted in response to the looming
garbage probleins in the country.
It was passed by the Philippine
Congress on December 20, 2000,
and was subsequently approved
by the Office of the President on
January 26, 2001.

RA 9003 declares the
palicy of the state in adopting

s dIne of the Favdrite veruds 18 =

a systematic, comprehensive
and ecological salid waste
management program that
ensures the protection of public
health and the epvironment and
the proper segregation, collection,
transport. storage, treatment
and disposal of solid waste
through the formulation and
adoptian of beslenvironmental
practices. Moreover, it illustrates
the potenLials and benefits of
recycling not only in addressing
wasle management preblems but
also in alleviating poverty.

In relation to orean clean
up drives and rehabilitation,
the country alse holds several
successfu) projects including
the Baracay Island rehab
and the Manila Bay cleanup
program. Private groups and
individuals, together with
government agencies tasked
for these programs, mainly, the
Department of Cnvironment and
Matvral Resotivces (DENR) and
the local goveérfiment units (1.GUs)
repularly condutt coastal cleanups.

coastal cleanujiis the Las Pinas-
Parafiaque Critical Habitat & Eco-
Tourism Area (LPPCHEA), The
Wetland Patle is a 175-hectares
mangrove forest and marine
habitat that serves as a sanctuary
for 84 bird spedies, including
migratory birds from as far as
Siberia. ltis thé Lreeding site of
the vulnerable Philippine Duck
and supports at least 1,000 of the
remaining 100,000 remainiug
Black-Winged Stilts in the world,
Established in 2007,

_items, The DE
i weighing o

LPPCHEA is a nature reserve
af mangroves, ponds, lagoons,
mudf(lats, salt marshes, and mixed
beach furest which has been the
site of many cleanup activities of
various individuais and groups.
According to Joey Patras
who works as farmworker
for LPPCHEA under DENR-
Paranaque, hundreds of sack
of rubbish are collected almost
every week by volunteers. He
said tle garbage in the area used
to be taller than his 5-feet-8-
inch frame when he started as
a farmworker in 2010. Teday,
the DENR has five farm workers
and 17 bakawan warriors for the
upkeepof the area.
A receut cleanup activity
at LLPCHEA by key officers and
employees of AllHome Corporation,
numbering 150, in September
this year, gathered a total of
155 sacks of rubbish which is
equivalent 10 1,421.7 kilos of trash
cemposed mainly of plastic, rubber,
styrofoam, glass and assorted

R Tea eaded Ihe
’@%u%ﬁ*ﬁ?ﬁw‘h

was turned over to Paranague
office. Recyclable items would be
turned over to individuals and
groups who are inte producing
new items {rom the waste
products according to DENR.

Global efforts towards
plasticpollution

[N September 2018, a group

of the world's most influential
business leaders, policymakers,

CoNnTiNuen on Fy

1

AR



N Sigaieone : . ‘/ -
& g Communcation | o @ . im‘w ' A T S Y B
St IR | AV Eﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁ—pgq %3 [ I:r; ey AL A
b o R T IRUTEN . B £ raer Fery
s

Ay !?’ 7 AIR

The truth about plastic

CONTINUED FROM F2

enviranmental experts and civil
society advocates came together at
the World Economic Forum's 2018
Sustainable Development Impact
summit for a frank discussion on
plastic waste and pollution which
had become a global crisis.

Accordingly, everyone in the
forum recognized it was time to
turn promises and platitudes into
concrete and swift action - and
to create a unified platform to
drive and amplify this action at
an unprecedented level. Thus, the
Global Plastic Action Partnership
{GPAP) was born forging
powerful alliances.

Plastic production sky-rocketed
in the early 2000s—including
single-use plastic packaging—
resulting in mismanaged plastic
waste. The world currently
generates 300 million tons of
plastic waste each year, without
the capacity, infrastructure and
collective willpower needed to
sustajnably manage it. That's why
8 million tons of plastic waste flow
into the ocean annually, while
mismanaged waste remaining on
land can trigger public health crises
among vulnerable communities.

Recognizing the extent
to which their products have
contributed to the ballooning
plastic pollution crisis, many of
the world’s leading companies
are pledging to do better. Four
of GPAP’s founding partners —
Coca-Cola, PepsiCo, Dow, and
Nestlé — are pivoting towards
more sustainable ways of doing
business. Coca-Cola has pledged
to adopt 100 percent recyclable
packaging by 2025, for instance,
while Dow is financing waste
management initiatives aiming to
reduce total global plastic leakage
by 45 percent.

Likewise, Marriott
International, the world’s largest
hotel chain, recently announced
it would stop supplying plastic
toiletries to guests by 2020. While
Amazon committed to eliminating
single-use plastic packaging across
its operations in India.

In March this year,

GPAP met a major milestone:
Indonesia became the first
country to officially sign on as
a national partner. The world’s
second-largest contributor to
plastic pollution in oceans,
the government of Indonesia
cominitted to several ambitious

targets including reducing 70 percent
of its marine debris by 2025,

This October, GPAP
will formally launch its first
engagement in Africa: a
partnership with the government
of Ghana. The country’s dizzying
economic growth has come at the
expense of unsustainable plastic
pollution and mismanaged waste,
but it has also shown exceptional
leadership and resolve to catalyze
a new era of plastic management
across West Africa.

And in November 2019,
GPAP will launch its third national
partnership with the government
of Viet Nam, which will assume
chairmanship of ASEAN next year,
through supporting its efforts to
spark plastic action nationally and
across the broader region.

Despite the ongoing global
activities, GPAP provided a
harrowing statistic: “that by 2050,
there will be more plastic in the
ocean than fish.” But the group
also promised on one thing: “We're
close to completing a blueprint
to effectively tackle the plastic
pollution crisis in our ocean and
communities - and we're piloting
the approach in a few locations to
test it and learn from it.”
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Conclusion

The responsibility of businesses

tainability in business, communities, fashion and tourism. The

IAM continuing the topic [ started writing about last week: Sus-

insights come after the Sustainability Summit Manila that was
held on October 5 at Colegio de San Juan de Letran in Intramuros.
Sonia Mendoza, the chairman and foundet of Mother Earth Foun-
dation, was there to talk about the waste management efforts of

her organization.

R —

One of the powerful things that
she shared on that day had to do
with the waste and brand audit
that Mother Earth conducted with
GAIA (Global Alliance for Incin-
arator Alternatives) from 2017 o
2018. GAIA and Mother Earth are
part of the worldwide movement
#breakfreefromplastic which calls
on corporations to reduce their

R —

production of single-use plastic
packaging. The study, conducted
in five cities nationwide, revealed
that multinational brands are the
top plastic polluters. Their trash
comprise almost 75 percent of
all collected nonrecyclable and
noncompostable waste.

Aside from chokiag our seas

and kiiling marine life, plastic

ends up in our bodies after we eat
seafood that ingested plastic par-
ticles. Althoygh coastal cleanups
are a great display of cooperation
and concern for the environment,
Mendoza believes that it does not
address the root cause of the prob-
lem. Millions of people buy and use
single-use pfastic every day and
it will never stop as long as there
are huge carporations producing
them. Thisisthe plastic packaging
for our noodies. coffee, shampoo,
ready-to-drink juice, and other
similar products.

Businesses need to shift to new
and environment-friendly ways to
distribute their goods. Additionally,
there needs to be a policy change
implemented by the governmenr as
mandatory regulation for corpora-
tions. Mationalplasticbansandplas-
tic packaging reduction policies will
help in the implementation of Re-
public Act 3003, or the Philippines's
Ecological Solid Waste Management
Act of 2000.

The government, for its part,
shouldalsop!romote zero~waste pro-
grams because this has been proven
to address the problem. Mendoza

| oA
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shared that Mother Barth's model
communities all over the Fhilip-
pines have shown that zero-waste
programsresultin significant reduc-
ticnof wastemanasementcosss, im-
provedlivelihtod for waste workers.
and of course, cleaner and greener
environment.

After the brand audit, M
Earth and GAIA wrow ro ©
cerned businesses to encourige
them to implement new solutions
However, theresponsetheyrec
was less than satisfactory

tion for the creation of env
tal policies like the EPR {Ex:
Broducer Responsibility).
ing to Mendoza, this is 2 g
wherein macufacturers bacoie e
spensible for the paclaging
productsuptotheend il 7,
It will enconrage thern to look foral-
ternative delivery systams for their
products. In other counriss wirh
EPRregulations, thereha
nificant reduction in the consu
tion of single-use plastic pac
Advocates believe that if we
thathere, too, itwill pusitively
us and cur envirenment in ar
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PDA PRESIDENT'S FEATS
IN 15T 100 DAYS CITED

The first 100 days of the Presi-
dency of Dr. Stephen B. Almonte
of the Philippine Dental Associ-
atien (PDA) were packed with
challenges and trials which he
addressed with dispatch and ef-
ficiency.

In a report submitted by Dr.
Christine T. Valerio, PDA PRO
and Information Committee
Chairman, it disclosed that Dr.
Almonte attended the induc-
tions of the different chapters
and affiliates throughout the
couniry in June and August, en-
couraging organizers to be aus-
tere and minimize bureaucracy
by doing away with leis, gar-
lands, buttoners and presiden-
rial table, tokens or plague of
apptreciation.

In PDA's oral awareness
campaign, “Sugar away, walang
tooth decay,” Dr. Almonte ral-
lied all chapters for no sugar
sweetened beverage served
during all inductions and other
chapter activities. He alse called
far Reduce, Reuse, Recycle and

‘Rethink.

As part of collaboration, the
main thrust of this year's
therne, Dr. Almonte held sit-
down meetings with local gov-
ernment leaders to discuss con-
cerns of government dentists
on salary grade increase, the
need for a denfist in every
health center, and the accredi-
tation of the PDA local chapters
as Civil Society Organization.

As early as June, the Presi-
dent in his “Go Beyond the
Smiles” advecacy, challenged all
the chapters to focus on sus-
tainable projects -- programs
that will make a great impact on
overall health and living condi
tions like education on proper
diet to have better. oral health,
adoption or ownership of health
centers and toothbrushing and
hand wash facilities.

President’Almonte attended
Public Consultation on the Uni-
versal Health Care Implement-
ing Rules and Regulation forma-
tion. PDA also participated in
the Professional Regulation
Cominission Social Responsibil-
ity Program, Caliraya Lake Tree
Planting Activity, “Sibol Para sa
Kalikasan”, Exploratory meet-
ing on Dental Tourism and

ALMONTE

meeting with PDA legal adviser
for plans on public health is-
sues, '

Under Dr. Almonte's 1st
100 days watch, the public
health program “Tahanang
Sentrong Pangkalusugan” to
align with the Universal
Health Care Law was launched
inJuly, the first PDA -- Bayani-
han ni Juan Summit Capacity
building semindr was held last
July 29-30 threugh a partner-
ship with Dok Juan tooth-
paste, a call for mass enroll-
ment, enlistment of active
PDA members to HMI health
card, for further membership
benefit was approved in the
second board meeting and
Testimonial LuJ]cheon for the
Top 10 Dentisis was held at
the PDA St. Apolonia Hall ard
the campaign against illegal
dentists was irtensified with
the enfrapment operations
from July to September. -

In August, the President fin-
ished the last | 'g of the induc-
tions during which he exercised
shared leadership or empower-
ment wherein he delegates and
trusts the different committee
chairmen to perform what is
needed for the members. Fur-
thermore, he macro-manages
the preparatiye.s for the differ-
ent incoming agtivities such as
DENR PCO trdinings in PDA,
partnership with NB1 for the pa-
tient record keeping, NDHM ac-
rivities, the launch of the first
PDA Webinar, Area and Region-
al Conferences and made sure
thatall checks for the Life mem-
pership awardees and chapter
rebates have been prepared and
signed for distribution,
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High level of lead found

Environmental group EcoWaste
Coalition prodded concerned gov-
ernment authorities to clamp down
on firms manufacturing and selling
hazardous playground equipment
to ensure public safety.

The call was made after the
Quezon City based group reported
that high levels of lead, a potent
neurctoxin, has been discovered
on public playground equipment in
several cities across the couniry.

EcoWaste Coalition Chemical
Safety campaigner Thony Dizon
noted the painted play equipment
containing dangerous amounts of
lead pose a serious lead poisoning
risk for young children and adults
alike.

He insisted there should be an
effective enforcement of the ban
on lead in all paints, especially for
applications that can expose chil-
dren to lead contamination.

lon playground equipment

The EcoWaste Coalition sound-
ed the alarm over lead painted
play equipment as the UN-backed
International Lead Poisoning Pre-
vention Week of Action is ob-
served from October 20-26.

Dizon said the celebration fo-
cuses on eliminating lead paint.

To mark the eceasion, the group
assembled Sunday at the Caloocan
City People’s Park to press for a
lead-safe play environment for all
Filipino children.

According to the report “Lead in
Playground Equipment in the Phil-
ippines,” 50 out of 55 play equip-
ment analyzed by the group had
total lead concentrations above 90
parts per million (ppm).

In addition, 42 of such lead-
coated playground equipment
have dangerously high lead lev-
els above 10,000 ppm. (Chito
Chavez)
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Play equipment sa mga park
mataas ang lead content

Ibinulgar kahapon
ng EcoWaste Coalition
(EWC) na nagtataglay
ng mataas na level ng
lead ang imga outdoor
play equipment na ini-
lalagay sa mga play-
ground at iba pang
lugar.

Avon sa EWC, kinaki-
taan ng mataas na level
ng lead ang mga play
equipment pa inilala-
gay sa mga playground
sa bansa na mapanganib
umano sa mga bata.

Kasabay nito,

nanawagan ang EWC sa
lahat ng mga environ-
mental health advocate
na ipa-ban ang lead sa
mga pintura partikular
na sa mga bagay na mai-
expose ang mga bata.
Ayon sa ulat ng
United Nations, 50 sa
may 55 playground
equipment sa Pilipinas
ang may lead concen-
tration na mas mata-
as sa 90 parts per mil-
lion (ppm), ang limita-
dong lead content na
itinakda ng DENR A.O.

2013-24 at inulit pa sa
inilabas na EMB M.C.
2016-010.

Sa isinagawang
pagsusuri ng EWC sa
may 42 lead-coated
playground equipment,
aabot sa mas mataas
10,000 ppm ang nadis-
kubreng lead level.

Ang multi-layered
lead painted na nasuri
ay ang pinakamapan-
ganib kung saan uma-
bot sa 662,863 ppm.

Gumamit uma-
bo ang EWC sa pang-

detect ng lead level sa
mga playground equip-
ment ng handheld
X-Ray Fluorescence
{XRF) chemicals ana-
lyzer sa 12 public pla-
grounds na nasa Luzon
(Baguio City), Visayas
(Cebu, Lapu-Lapu and
Mandaue Cities, and
Consolacion, Cebu),
Mindanao (Davao City)
at sa National Capital
Region (Caloocan, Ma-
labon, Manila, Navotas
at Quezon City).

“The high levels of
lead detected on the
paint of outdoor play-
ground equipment are
very worrisome and un-
acceptable. The paint
will deteriorate with re-
peated use and expo-
sure to sun and rain.
This will cause the paint
to peel and get into the
dust and soil, which
can be ingested by chil-
dren through common
hand-to-mouth  beha-
vioy,” ayon kay Thony
Dizon, Chemical Safety
Campaigner ng EWC.
(Juliet de Loza-Cu-
dia)
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ILOCOS NORTE VILLAGERS HELP
CONSERVE MARINE TURTLES

Barangay Naglicuan, Pasuguin, are taking

turnsin monitoring and guarding thestretch
of the shoreline which is becoming a favorite
nesting place of sea turtles.

Naglicuan village chief Oliver Baclagan
Valite confirmed this on Wednesday as a huge
pawlkan, or marine sea turtle, was found
laying eggs, prompting villagers to repart it
to village officials.

In fact, a video and photo of the marine
turtle covering her eggs with sand was posted
on Facebook when this was spotted by a grade-
schooler Emerson Menor of the same barangay.

When reached for comment, Arthur
Valente, Provincial Fishery Regulatory officer
of lfocos Norte, said they are thankful that
villagers, particularly those living in coastal
areas, are now doing theirshare in conserving
and protecting endangerad species such as
marine turtles.

In previous years, Valente said there had
been reports from concerned citizens that some
locals are gathering sea turtle eggs despite
the presence of a national law and the local

L ADAGQITY, llocos Norte—Same villagersin

governmentunits'efforts to conserve and protect
this endangered species.

With this, a massive information angd
education drive was launched in the province
through social media and in various media
outlets, discouraging residents to stop selling
and consuming marine turtle eqgs.

Anyone found passessing and consuming
sea turtles and their eggs shall be fined P600
ar imprisonment of not mare than six manths,
or both, under MNR Administrative Order 12,
Series of 1979.

“Matine sea turtles often lay their eggs
from dusk till dawn and the pedk season is
from November to March. There had been
reports from the ground that egg sales and
consgmptich still continue and this must
be stopped immediataly,” Valente said as he
enjeined all concerned authorities to help in
the strict implementation of the law.

Intiocos Norte, Valente reported there are at
least three types of sea turtles often spotted in
the llocos stioreline. These are the olive ridiey,
hawksbill and green sea turtles.

Leilanie Adriana/PNA
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ASEAN ENVIRONMENT CHIEF CALLS
FOR COOPERATION FOR BIODIVERSITY

Cambodia urged environment heads of
Aseanto intensify zegional copperationin
preventing and responding to ervironmental
challenges in the now disaster-prone Asean.
“Climate change and environment-related
issues are net a responsibility of a single
country. itis our problem. Our responsibility,”
said Deputy Prime Minister Aun Pornmoniroth
inhis speech at 15th Asean Ministerial Meeting
on the Environment (15th AMME) early this
month in this Cambedia capital.

The meeting discussed the most pressing
environmental issues in the region, including
the alarming rate of biodiversity lass due
to climate change, plastic pollution and
transhoundary haze. ‘

The meetingkicked off with atree-plantin
ceremony in front of the world-renewned
Angkor Wat. It marked the soft launch of the
Asean Green Initiative, a testament to the
group’s commitment to promote biodiversity
conservation and sustainable use, and to
ensure thatits regional policies and strategies
aresupported by a broad base of stakeholders,
including the youth, and traditional and local
commnities.

SIE-M REAP, Cambodia—A leader of

One Asean for biodiversity

THE ministers recognized the efforts of
the Asean Centre for Biodiversity (ACB) in
facilitating regicnal coordination among
the Asean member-states {AMS), dialogue
and development partners, and other
relevant international organizations, for
the conservation and sustainable use of
biodiversity in the regien.

The meeting also discussed the Third
Asean Conference on Biodiversity (ACB2020)
which will be held in Putrajaya, Malaysia,
on March 16 te 19, 2020, to prepare for the
15th Meeting of the Conference of the Parties
to the Convention on Biological Diversity
{COP15) in China.

The ACB2020 will be organized by the
ACB in cooperation with the government
of Malaysia.

Malaysia lauded the efforts of the ACB

in supporting the Asean Working Group on
Nature Conservation and Biodiversity, and
encouraged all AMS to actively participate in
the ACB2020 to consolidate Asean’s efforts in
biodiversity conservation and to enhance its
presence as a strong regional strong bloc in
the upcoming COP15.

Declaration of new Asean
Heritage Parks

ONE of the highlights of the T5th AMME was
the declaration of five protected areas from
Myanmar, Thailandand Vietnam as new Asean
Hesitage Parks (AHPs).

They were: Hat Chao Mai National Park and
Mu Ko Libong Non-hunting Area and Mu Ko
AngThong National Park, both in Thailand; Le
Go-Xa Mat National Park and Ngoc Linh Nature
Reserve in Vietnam; and Htamanthi Wildlife
Sanctuary in Myanmar,

Asean Secretary-General Dato Lim Jock
Hoi said Asean has listed 44 protected areas
as AHPs through the ACB, the secrefariat of
the AHP Programme. Thus, the network has
49 declared AHPs to date.

“The AHP Programme is a flagship
pregram of the Asean that was established to
recognize natienal parks and nature reserves
with outstanding wilderness and biodiversity
values. It offers oppartunities to strengthen
regional connectivily and cooperation, as
ecasystems and their services transcend
national borders,” said Dr. Theresa Mundita
Lim, executive director of the ACB.

The five new AHPs will be part of the
Sixth AHP Conferenite which be held in Pakse,
Lao PDR, on October 21 to 24. This is also
a celebration of the! 35th vear of the AHP
Programme. [

Three related meetings were held
back-to-back with the 15th AMME. These
included: the 15th Meeting of the Conference
of the Parties to the Asean Agreement on
Transhoundary Haze Pollution; the 16th
Asean+3 (China, Ja'pan and South Korea)
Environment Ministers Meeting; and the
Asean-lapan Ministerial Dialogue on the
Environmental Cooperation,
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‘Biodiversity helps address
food security challenge

HE Asean Centre for

Biodiversity (ACB) reiterated

its call to mainstream
biodiversity into the food production
systems, underscoring the benefits of
biodiversity-rich approaches to the
food security agenda.

“It’s high time to rethink and
innovate the way we produce our
food. Diverse food production
systems can betrter nourish and
improve the health of both rural
andurban population, not to men-
tion biodiversity's role in building
resilience to climate change,” said
ACB Executive Director Theresa
Mundita Lim on the occasion of
the World Food Day.

Waorld Food Day is celebrat-
ed oo October 16 every year to
honor the founding of the Food
and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations. It is a day
of action dedicated to tackling
global hunger.

Limsaidthisyear'stheme, “"Our
Actionsareour Future,” highlights
the nezd to transform food sys-
tems by mainstreaming bindiver-

sity conservation into agriculture

and fisheries.

Food security remains a chal-
lenge across the world as over 820
millien people—or 1 in avery 9
people globally—are suffering
from hunger according to the lat-
est United Narions report.

Accordingtoa 2017 reportof
the World Health Organization,
United Nations Children's Fund
and the World Bank Group, a

quarter of the chuldren urnder

five are stunted znd 3.4 per-

cent of them are wa

having low heigh: fo :
o &

Both condirions are assouiated

with food insecurity.
“"We = farmc never increas
ingdemand for food, onone hand

and dwmd mg natural resources

rapid urbani
change,” Li 1531d
Agrobiodiversity, a var
variability ol anlmais, plants, and
microorganisms that
rec.tlyormcl wcthy h)w 0
culture, hasbeenhilgh oot
foad security ac
efforts of count
tions to achisve &
agriculture and biod
Past declarations under the
Convention on Biological D £
demonstrate the rJlm,a] cominit-
menttounder
on the conservation and sustain-
able use of ,agt‘obioci:'-
“Agricultureand bi
have always baen mserarauw
Through the bisdiversizy of
plants, animais, ani T
ganisms, and the servicers that

o Apad cificactions

ACB Executive Director Theresa Mundita Lim says some of the effectlve agmblodlverslty
practices heing done in Asean member-states are worthy of replication. a5

Farm Urban Barn project in Thai-
land's central Bangkok. which
transiormed a former textile fac-
toryand abandoned farmland into
agricultural production and outlet.
In recognition of the cru-
cial importance of biodiversity
in the region's goal of sustain-
akle aconcinic development, the
Asean Ministers on Agriculture
and Forestry adopted the Asean
Guidelines for Agroforestry De-
velopment in Hanoi, Vietnam,
an Qctober 11, 2018,
Meanwhile, the ACB and
Searca under a memorandum of
understanding signed on July
1, 2016, has been enhancing
capacities of the AMS in bicdi-
versity conservation in reiation
te agriculture and food through
a sevies of regional workshops.
“These are important steps to-
ward a strengthened Asean multi-
sectoral cooperation in line with
our food security and biodiversity
conservation goals,” Lim said.

provide, humans’
sustenpgnce becomes
vle,” Li said.
The ACB head, lilewise, noted
thve agrobio-
baing done in
$Tares are worthy

13 paper of Dr.
.Ld by the ACB
iian Regional
sduare Study and
feulture (Searca),
2 and multi-species
ind dgquaculture are
e erfactive biodiversity-
Wy as oroaciasinagriculure.
le, coro-peanurinter-
‘itectively reduces corn
tacion, as peanut is a
spiders, which are
predators of the corn borer
1farms, she added, arza]
oopular for their role in
greening spaces and augmenting
ies’ and even narional food
'ni example is the Urban
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US agencies host 1st Environmental Law
Enforcement Summit in Palawan

THE Calamianes Resilience Net-
work, with the support from
the US Agency for International
Development (USAid) and the
Calamianes Marine Protected
Area Network, hosted the first
envircnmental law enforcement
summit in Coron, Palawan from
October 10 to 11.

The summit drew more than
100 representatives {rom the
national and local governments,
civil society organizations and
local communities who gathered
to find solutions to improving
local government authorities,
E[lfOFCEI‘HEHt agencies, ﬂﬂd COImn-
munities’ cooperation to address
illegal fishing, mining, quarrying,
logging, and wildlife trafficking.

Among the key outcomes of the
summit was a declaration of com-
mitment by the participants — led
by Department of Agriculture’s
Undersecretary for Fisheries and
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Re-
sources Director Eduardo Gongona
and US Embassy Deputy Chief
of Mission John Law — through
which governments and communi-
ties cemented their commitment to
work together for more sustainable
management of natural resources,

“The United Stater government is
honored to work alongside you in

-

B US Emhassy Deputy Chief of Mission John Law (sixth from right), Philippine Department of Agriculture

-

Undersecretary for Fisheries Eduardo Gongona (fourth from left), and USAid Acting Mission Director Patrick
Wesner (fifth from right) together with local government partners.

advancing sustainable fisheries that
provide food, Jivelihoods, and coastal
protection forall Filipinos,” Law said.
“We are partners in building to-
ward a productive blue economy
that will lead to a more prosper-
ous Philippines,” he added.
Annually, the Philippines loses
about P68.5 billion from illegal,
unreported, and unregulated fish-
ing. Through USAid’s P1.3 billion
Fish Right program, the US gov-
ermment improves the sustainable
use of critical coastal and marine

resources, enhances the resilience
of these resources, and strengthens
the capacities of kev actors on an
ecosystem approach to fisheries
managenient. S assistance is ex-
pected to benefit close to a million
people in coastal communities in
the Calamianes.

During his first visit to Coron,
Palawan, Law also participated in
a dialogue on illegal fishing with
local government and municipal
fisherfolk. He also met with com-
munity leaders managing the Siete

:

Pecados marine park and the Tag-
banua leaders in Kayangan Lake.
In 2015, the local government
of Coron and USAid signed an
MOU to implement a comprehen-
sive mastet plan to protect the ma-
1ine biodiversity in Siete Pecados.
Since then, the island has become
a model for sustainable tourism
for other local governments, earn-
ing an annual revenue of up to P2
miilion pesos from tourism user
fees, funding regular patrol and
monitoring operations.
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V GB names 18 areas susceptible
to landslide after Mindanao

quake

By JoNATHAN L. MAYUGA
¥ @jonimayuga

OVERNMENT’S Mines and
GGeosciences Bureau {(MGB)

has alerted local govern-
ment units (LGUs) against the
possibility of landslide and other
geological hazards following the
6.3-magnitude earthquake that hit
Mindanac last Wednesday.

The MGB, a unit under the De-
partmentof Environmentand Natu-
ral Resources (DENR), identified 18
areas that are highly susceptible to
landslide. Aside from communities
in Mindanaohit by the recent earth-

slope areas, but can still be caused
by earthquakes, depending on the
intensity,” Moncano said.

The list of areas that are highly
susceptible tolandslidewas released
by the DENR-MGB based on an as-
sessment of a number of factors,
including altitude and capacity for
debristoflow, according to Moncano,
who is also a lawyer.

The mostrecent quake in Min-
danao caused atleast six deaths—
including three people killed in
landslides—and injuries to at
least 93 people.

The MGB also aired the warning
following the devastating effects of

quake, the MGB said these areas are:
Benguet; Mountain Province; Abra;
Nueva Vizcaya; Davao Oriental;
Ifugao; Aurora; Apayao; Quirino;
Kalinga; Camiguin; Southern Leyte;
Sarangani; Siquijor; Quezon; Bukid-
non; Romblon; and Negros Oriental.
Many of these provinces are part
of the Cordillera Administrative Re-
gion, which hosts six of the 18 prov-
inces tagged by the MGB.
“Earthquakes can loosen the
top layer of soil, causing land-
slides,” DENR’s Mines and Geo-
sciences Bureau Director Wilfredo
G. Moncano said in a statement.
“It is more dangerous in high-

Typhoon Hagibis in Japan,

“The risks of any natural disas-
ter are reduced by preparation and
proper dissemination of informa-
tion,” he emphasized.

“If Japan, a developed country
that is already highly prepared in
times of natural disasters, still suf-
fered severely in the wake of Hagi-
bis, then we must really double our
efforts to prepare in case of a similar
typhoon,” he added,

Moncano said the MGB is ready
to assist local government units in
assessing their communities and
breparing for geohazards, such as
landslides and mudslides.
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Mines bureau urges caution in landslide-prone areas

By Rio N. Araja

THE Mines and Geosciences Bureau
on Sunday urged local government of-
ficials and the public to exercise caution
in landslide-prone areas following the
magnitude 6.3 tremor that hit Mind-
anao last week,

“Barthquakes can loosen the top
layer of soil, causing landslides,” MGB
director Wilfredo Moncano said.

“It is more dangerous in high-slope are-
as, but can still be caused by earthquakes,
i depending on the intensity,” he added.

Apart from the communities in Mind-
anao which experienced the recent strong
quake and its aftershocks, the MGB aiso

tagged 18 areas that have high suscep-
tibility for landslides all over the Phil-
ippines, pamely Benguet, Mountain
Province, Abra, Nueva Vizcaya, Davao
Oriental, Ifugao, Aurora, Apayao, Quiri-
no, Kalinga, Camiguin, Southern Leyte,
Sarangani, Siquijor, Quezon, Bukidnon,
Romblon and Negros Oriental,

Many of these provinces are part of
the Cordillera Administrative Region,
which hosts six of the 18 tagged areas.

“This is based on an assessment of
a number of factors including altitude
and capacity for debris to flow,” Mon-
cano said.

He also issued a warning follow-
ing the devastating effects of Typhoon

“Hagibis” in Japan that took the lives at
least 78 lives and left thousands home-
less due to flooding and landslides.

*“The risks of any natural disaster are
reduced by preparation and proper dis-
semination of information,” he said.

“If Japan, a developed country that
is already highly-prepared in times of
natural disasters, still suffered severely
in the wake of Hagibis, then we must
really double our efforts to prepare in
case of a similar typhoon,” he added.

Moncano said the MGB is ready to
assist local government units in as-
sessipg their communities and pre-
paring for gechazards, such as land-
slides and mudslides.
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Ibinabala ng DENR matapos ang lindol

PAGGUHO NG LUPA SA MINDANAO

NANAWAGAN ang Department of
Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR) sa2 mga lokal na pamahalaan
at kanilang mga residente na mag-i-
ngat, lalo na sa landslide-prone areas,
matapos ang magnitude 6.3 na lindol
na tumama sa Mindanao noong Mi-
yverkoles.

“Earthquakes can loosen the top layer
of soil, causing landslides,” sabi ni DENR’s
Mines and Geosciences Bureau (MGB)
Director Atty. Wilfredo G. Moncano. It is
moere dangerous in high-slope areas, but can
still be caused by ecarthquakes. depending
on the infensity.”

Bukod sa raga kemunidad sa Minda-
nao na nasalanta ng lindol at ng mga after-
shock, tinukoy rin ng MGB ang 18 lugar

sa Filipinas na may mataas na panganib
ng landslide na kinabibilangan ng Ben-
guet, Mountain Province, Abra, Nueva
Vizcaya, Davao Oriental, 1fugao, Aurora,
Apayao, Quirino, Kalinga. Camiguin,
Southern Leyte, Sarangani, Siquijor, Que-
zon, Bukidnon, Romblon, at Negros Ori-
ental.

Karamihan sa mga lugar na ifo ay nasa
kabundukan.

“This is based on an assessment of a
number of factors including altitude and
capacity for debris to flow.” paglilinaw ni
Moncano.

Anim na katao na ang napailat na
namatay dulot ng lindol sa Mindanac ha-
bang 93 naman ang sugatan.

Nagbabala rin ang MGB makaraan ang

pananalasa ng bagyong Hagibis sa Japan
kung saan 78 na ang nasawi at libo-libo ang
nawalan ng tirahan dahil sa baha at pagguho
ng lupa.

“The risks of any natural disaster are re-
duced by preparation and proper dissemina-
tion of information,” aniya.

“If Japan, a developed country that is
already highly-prepared in times of natural
disasters, still suffered severely in the wake
of Hagibis, then we must really double our
efforts to prepare in case of a similar ty-
phoon,” aniya.

Idinagdag pa niya na nakahandang tu-
muleng ang MGB sa [ocal government units
(LGUs) pagdating sa paghahanda para sa
mga geohazard tulad ng landslides at mud-
slides.

-
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DOMINGUEZ OPEN TO

By Ben O.de Vera ’
@bendeveralNQ

The head of the Duterte admin-|
istration’s economic team is!
open to Albay Rep. Joey Salce-|
da’s proposal toslap a sovereign
wealth tax on mining revenues.

“The idea of a sovereign fund

is actually a good idea..Funding
something like this from taxes on
irreplaceable resources, [ think
it's a good idea,” Finance Secre-
tary Carlos G. Dominguez 11 told
reporters recently.

While the Department of Fi-

nance (DOF) has yet to see the
details of Salceda’s proposal on
paper, Dominguez said the DOF
would supportit.

|
Salceda, who chairs the comi-

mittee of ways and means of the
lower House, told reporters last
month that he would propose

new and higher taxes on mining
operations, the proceeds  of
which would be placed in a
sovereign wealth fund that the
current administration couldn’t
touch nor spend. Il

- Among the features of Salce-

da’s proposal is jacking up min-

ing excise taxes (0 5 perncent
from 4 percent.

Another key feature of the
mining fiscal regime that Salceda
envisioned i5 the establishment of
a sovereign wealth fund, which he
said would have tobe accurnulated
during a six-year period and

parked with the Bureau of the
‘Treasury as trust fund. The fund
will come from a new 2-percent
sovereign wealth tax, Salceda said.

Salceda said a sovereign
wealth tax was ideal for| nonre-
newable resources like minerals
and oil. INQ J

PROPOSAL T0 SLAP A
MINING REVENUES

WEALTH TAX ON
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Sovereign tax on
mining
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Dominguez

By CHIND S. LEYCO

inance Secretary Carlos G.

Dominguez I11 is amenable

to the proposal seeking

; to introduce a new tax on

mining to generate funds for fu-

ture generations cailing it a “good
idea.”

President Duterte's chief eco-

gold now and sell it, your grandchild
cannot do it anymore, so if you take
part of that and invest it, in such a
way he benefits, that's a good idea,”
the finance chief explained.

But Dominguez added that Albay
Second District Rep. Clemente Joey
5. Salceda has yet to discuss with
the DOF his planned
sovereign wealth tax. ’B""I‘

I haven't seen the details,
but I thinkit's a good idea. It
answers a question that you
are using a non-renewable
resource and passing on the
benefits to the future genera-
tion,” he said.

In September, Salceda
said that he will propose a
tWwo percent sovereign tax on
miners’ gross revenues as
well as increase the industry’s
current four percent excise
tax rate to five percent.

Salceda also wants to auc-
tion off the mining tene-
ments in the country to raise
additional funds, instead of
the existing first—come, first~
served policy being imple-
mented by the government.

Currently, miners pay
the government the 12 per-
cent value-added tax (VAT)
that they can recover once
the minerals were exported.
Also, there is the 30 percent
corporate income tax, as well
as four percent excise tax and
windfall taxes that include
royalties.

nomic manager cited the plan of
Albay Second District Rep. Clemente |
Joey S. Salceda, chair of the House
ways and means committee, tQ |
impose a two percent sovereign |
wealth fund tax on gross revenues |
generated by mining companies. | |
“First of all, the idea of a sover- |
eign fund is actually a good idea,”
Dominguez told reporters, noting

such proposal will be similar to
the “coco levy fund,” though con-
troversial but had generated up to
P150 billion in assets.

Dominguez added that a sover-
eign wealth tax on mining is an ac-
ceptable proposal as the country’s
minerals are irreplaceable.

""The idea is what they call in-
tergenerational equity. You get the

But the existing taxes and
fees were not enough for the
House ways and means chair—
man, thus he is now Propos-
ing for the establishment of a
trust fund under the Bureau,
of the Treasury fromThe sov-
ereign wealth fund tax.

Salceda proposed “all col -
lections [from the sovereign
wealth fund tax] by one ad-
ministration can’s be used by
them. It can only be used by

the next administration, At
least there's a six-year ac-
cumulation.”

“A trust fund is way of
perpetuating the land... it’s a
self-limiting incentive sys-
tem,” Salceda said, noting
Norway also imposes a sover-
eign wealth fund tax on their
oil reserve,

“They’re not repeating
resources because you have
to wait two million years for
a new induction to produce
the next ounce of gold. There
should be an intertemporal
benefit across generations,”
the lawmaker pointed out.

But Salceda admitted that
he has yet to discuss his
mining tax proposal with
Dominguez, saying “It was
never discussed, they were
like ‘it’s up to you'.”

Aside from the DOF, Sal-
ceda also plans to consult
the mining stakeholders to
determine the costs and po-
tential revenues once his
proposed measure was passed
into law.

The DOF earlier supported
& measure aiming to intro-
duce amendments to the ex-
isting fiscal regime covering
all mining operations in the
country.

The department also
wanted to impose a uniform
royalty rate of five percent
for all mining operations,
whether located inside or
outside a rnineral reserva-
tion.
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- New mining
tax regime
not happening
this year _

By MADELAINE B. MIRAFLOR

The government's desire to get
higher share from mining opera-
tions will not yet happen within
this year, but House of Repre-
sentatives is already planning to
resume next month the discussion
regarding the passage of a new
mining tax.

Fingance Assistant ’B"I

secretary Maria Teresa S.

Habitan said the Depart-

ment of Finance (DOF), the

government agency that
has been pushing for a new
fiscal regitme on mining,
has remained hopeful that

a new mining tax will soon

be passed, but doesn’t nec-

essarily see it happening
within the year.

With ‘less than three
months left for this year
and “given the tightness of
the schedule in the Senate,”
Habitan said this is some-
thing that may actually be
discussed next year.

For his part, Albay Rep-
resentative Joey Salceda
said in a text message that
there will be a congressional
hearing on the recently filed
House Bill (HB) 5022, or an
act establishing a new fiscal
regime for the mining in-
dustry, during the first week
of Novemnber.

Authored by Salceda,
chair of the House ways and
means committee, HB 5022
proposes the imposition of
royalty on mining operations
within and outside mineral
reservation areas.

For large-scale metal-
lic mining operations out-
side mineral reservations,
companies should pay the
government a margin-based
royalty of up to 5 percent,
while those within mineral
reservation areas should pay
3 percent royalty tax.

Small-scale mining oper-
ations shall be exempt from
the payment of royalty.

Habitan said the DOF is
now studying HB 5022 and
is closely monitoring when
it will be taken up in Con-
Bress.

MANILAZBULLETIN
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“[HB 5022} is a mixture
of DOF-industry proposal
wirh a Salceda twist,” Ha-
bitan said. ‘“‘But the royalty
provisions are similar to the
industry’s proposal.”

Though Habitan didn’t
say that DOF opposes HB
5022, she said that what the
DOF would have wanted is a
mining tax regime “that is
simple to administer.”

“So, we really have. to
look at it,” she further said.

Like what Habitan said,
HB 5022 is quite similar
to the amended HB 8400,
which the House of Repre-
sentatives already passed
on third and final reading in
November last year.

HB 8400, which also pro-
posed a margin-based roy-
alty on miners operating
outside mineral reservation
areas, is a “happy compro-
mise” to the mining indus-
try, according to Chamber
of Mines of the Philippines

(COMP) Executive Director
Ronald Recidoro said.

The original HB 8400,
which adopted the proposal
of the DOF, imposes a 5 pér-
cent royalty on all mining
companies. It doesn't mat-
ter whether they are in and
out of mineral reservations
areas.

Unfortunateiy, in the
Senate, no corresponding
bill was: adopted before the
end of the 17th Congress.

“There simply was not
enough time. We are now
into the 18th Congress and
we must face this all over
again,” COMP Chairman
Gerard Brimo said a few
weeks ago.

In January, the Senate
Committee on Ways and
Means conducted a hearing
on the proposed legislative
measures on Fiscal Regime
and Revenue Sharing Ar-
rangement for the Mining
Industry.

Among those deliberated
in the said hearing were HB
8400 and Senate Bill (SB)
225, 927, and 1979.
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SB 225 and 927 both pro-
pose a fiscal regime and rev-
enue sharing arrangement
between the government
and the mining companies
wherein the latter's share
shall be 10 percent of the op-
e;ation's £r0ss revenue or 55
percent of the Adjusted Net
Mining Revenue (ANMR),
whichever is higher.

Habitan said the DOF
hasn’t got a word from the
senate yet when they will
tackle the corresponding biil
on a new mining tax.

Rocky Dimaculangan,
vice president for corporate
communications at COMP,
said the mining industry is
also monitoring the new tax
proposals but “there has not
been any action so far.”

COMP, an organization
of some of the country's
largest mining operations,
is also studying the bill filed
by Salceda.

“We need to have the
moratorium on new mining
projects and the ban on open
pit mining lifted ASAP [as
soon as possible],” Dimacu-
langan said.

To recall, a new fiscal
regime is needed before the
government can lift the ban
on new mining projects,
which was put in place dur-
ing the Aquino administra-
tion.

Under Executive Order 79,
no new mineral agreements
should be approved “until
a legislation rationalizing
existing revenue sharing
schemes and mechanisms
shall have taken effect.”
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" DOF welcomes new mining

The Department of Finance
(DOF) has welcomed the proposal
of Albay Rep. and House ways
and means committee chairman
Joey Salceda to impose a new
tax scheme for the mining sector,
which would be used to create
a sovereign wealth fund for the
benefit of future generations.

In an interview, Finance Sec-
retary Carlos Dominguez said he
supports the proposed creation of
the National Resource Trust Fund,
a sovereign wealth fund which
would be used for development
projects in communities affected
by mining activities,

“First of all, the idea of a sov-

ereign fund is actually a good
idea. In fact, we already have a
sovereign fund, but it's called a
coco levy fund. It's similar to a
sovereign fund. Now, funding
something like this from taxes on
irreplaceable resources, I think
it’s a good idea,” Dominguez told
reporters,

According to Dominguez, the
sovereign wealth fund is an inter-
generational fund which would
benefit future generations.

The finance chief, however,
said Salceda has not discussed his
proposal with the DOF yet.

Earlier, Salceda filed House Bill
5022, which seeks tointroduce a new
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tax regime for the mining industry.

The proposal provides a three-
percent royalty tax on large-scale
mining operations within a min-
eral reservation.

It also seeks to impose a
margin-based royalty tax on
large-scale mining operations
cutside mining reservation ar-
eas, ranging from one percent to
five percent. -

Salceda is also proposing for
the imposition of an additional
two-percent tax on the gross
revenues of mining companies,
which would be used to create
the National Resource Trust Fund.

— Mary Grace Padin
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Sovereign
wealth tax
on mining
pushed

THE proposed creation of a sover-
eign wealth fund for the country
by imposing additional taxes on
the mining industry has gained
the support of the Department of
Finance (DoF).

~ Inarecent interview, Finance Sec-
retary Carlos Dominguez 3rd said
House Bill (11B) 5022 filed by Albay
Rep. Joey Salceda is “a good idea.”

A sovereign wealth fund is defined
as a state-owned investment fund or
entitythat comprises of pools of money
derived from a countsy's reserves. Re-
servesare fundsset aside forinvestment
10 benefit the country's economy and
its titizens. ]

“Funding something like this
from taxes on irreplaceable re-
sources. | think it's a good idea,”
Dominguez said.
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Under the bill, reserves for the sovereign wealth
fund will be raised from the annual payment
of mining contractors to the Bureau of Interal
Revenue for the additional amount of 2 percent
based on gross output for large-scale metallic
mining, which shall be remitted to the Bureau of
Treasury within the first quarter of the succeeding
income year.

The Finance chief explained the proposal is
like the controversial coco levy fund that is an
intergenerational equity.

“You get the gold now and sell it. Your grand-
child cannot do it anymore, so if you take part of
that and invest it in such a way he benefits, that's
a good idea,” Dominguez said.

Earlier, Salceda said all the collections from the
sovereign wealth tax will be accumulated for six
years, which will be automatically appropriated
upor notice by the next administration.

“Under a sovereign wealth fund, all collections by
one administration cannot be used by them. It can
only be used by the next administration,” he noted.

“A trust fund is a way of perpetuating the life.
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The mining industry is extracting non-repeating
resources. It belongs to the Philippines and the
next Filipinos because you have to wait 2 mil-
lion years to at least produce the next ounce of
gold, for example, So there's at least should be
interternporal benefits across generations,” the
congressman said. .

‘The sovereign wealth tax is just one of the fea-
tures of HB 5022 as Salceda also proposed for a
3-percent royalty tax to be imposed on large-scale
mining operations within a mineral reservation.

The bill also seeks a margin-based royalty tax.
to be imposex on large-scale mining operations,
outside mining reservation areas, ranging from 1
percent ta 5 percent.

But it said small-scale mining operations shall
be exempted from the payment of royaty.

At present, mining operations are taxed 4
percent from 2 percent under the Tax Reform for
Acceleration and Inclusion Act. )

A recent study made by the National Tax Re-
search Center revealed the mining industry is a
significant driver of an economy, but its progress
is proceeding at an extremely slow pace.

The think tank said the industry contributed
only an average 0.7 percent to the country’s
gross domestic product from 2008 to 2017.

MAYVELIN U. CARABALLO
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“Ensure Boracay

carrying capacity
compliance’
By Macon Ramos-Araneta

WITH the expected influx of tourists in
Boracay in the coming months, Sena-
tor Nancy Binay called on the Boracay
Inter-Agency Task Force to ensure strict
monitoring and compliance of the car-
rying capacity of the island,

“The BIATF couid perhaps give
us an update about the status of the
framework set in the monitoring of
tourists and their evaluation and rec-
ommendations especially as we're an-
ticipating an influx of tourists in the
coming months,” she said,

When Botacay was reopened in Oc-
tober last year, the government imposed
a limit of 6,405 tourist entries a day.

“We should learn from our mis-
takes-—in the non-implementation of

lowing unli-tourists,” said Binay. -

Only 19,000 tourists will be aliowed |
in Boracay at any given day and work-
ers in the istand must not exceed 15,000
per day to be abie to maintain the 55,000
cartying capacity of the island.

Aside from strictly enforcing the
daily limit on tourist arrivals, Binay
also urged the inter-agency council to
remain vigilant and ensure establish-
ments in Boracay comply with envi-
ronmental laws.

“Sana hindi ito ningas-cogon la-
mang. It would be a shame if we are
not able to continue the reforms that
were put in place,” she added.

One major component in the Bora-
cay rehabilitation is the implementa-
tion of the “25+5-meter” easement
along the beach. This means no struc-
tures are allowed to be put up within
the 30-m area.

Structures that encroached on the
easement along the white beach at the
western side of the island have also
been removed by the owners or de-
molished by the task force.

Boracay Island, which was previ-
ously described as ‘a virtual cesspool,’
was closed to tourists for six months
from April 26 to Oct. 25 last year to
undergo rehabilitation.
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First Gen holds tree I!)lanting
in Masungi Georeserve area

MPLOYEES of Lopez-led
EFirst Gen Corp. recently

conducted a tree planting at
the Masungi Georeservein Baras,
Rizal, as part of efforts to rehabi-
late the reservation area.

Over 50 employees from First
Gen'’s head office in Pasig City and
from the site of the company’s
natural gas-fired power plants in
Batangas City joined a 2-kilome-

‘ter (km) trek from the base to the

summit of the Masungi Geores-
erve. Theyplanted over 300 narra,
bignay and banaba saplings. .

In the past, the Masungi area
suffered not only from the ravages
ofillegallogging and quarryingbut
also from an invading horde of il-
legal treasurehunters, lured by sto-
ries of buried World War [ booties.

However, efforts are now

underway to reforest and turn
the area into an ecotourism
destination,

Masungi is part of the Sierra
Madre, the| country’s longest
mountain ringe that stretches
for almost 700 ki from Quezon
province in the south to Cagayan
province in the north. '

First Genis the country’slead-
ing clean and renewable-energy
company with total installed ca-
pacity of 3,492 megawatts.

Its portfolio of power plants
runs on geothermal, hydro, wind,
solar and natural gas, considered
the cleanest form of fossil fuel.

First Gen is also undertaking
Binhi, a forest restoration and
biodiversity preservation program
that aims to'save endangered pre-
mium Philippine timber trees.
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‘Sustainable’ thinkers

FLORENCE — Of all applica-

tions of sustainable devel-

opment policy, the heirs of
world-renowned Italian shoemak-
er walk the talk, so to speak. The
famous “Salvatore Ferragamo”
chain of stores demonstrated it
through their models who take
the ramps wearing the popular
but quite expensive brand name of shoes to bags and
belt to stylish dresses for men and women.

No, we did not watch a fashion show of Ferragamo
while here at Firenze but we did the walking tour of
their company’s “Sustainable Thinking” museum.

Located at the heart of Florence, the walking tour
of “Sustainable Thinking” museum, of course, ends
up in Ferragamo’s shcuppin%1 galore. Luckily for me, I
don’t have the euros enough to buy even a signature
women's belt.

And before anyone goes around for a tour of this part
of the building here, people must first read the glass-
encased declaration what is “Sustainability Thinking”
fashion-turned-museum is all about: “Sustainability”
defines the human capacity to meet “the needs of the
present time without compromising the ability of the
future generations to meet their own needs.”

It was an eye-opening discovery for me to learn
many new things from Ferragamo’s “Sustainable

inking” museum which opened in April this year.
Coming from one of the world’s most influential style
masters is an admission that “the global fashion indus-
try is one of the most polluting industries.”

According to the studies undertaken by this project,
98 million tons of oil were used to produce synthetic
fibers in 2015. Around 8,000 synthetic chemicals are
utilized to turn raw materials into textiles and these
chemicals are released into freshwater sources.

As far as this famous Italian fashion institution
is concerned, sustainability = -
“is a global challenge that
is not limited to production ;
methods but also implies a watch a fashion
greater focus on the environ- SHOW of Ferragamo
ment overall from energy While here at Fi-
conservation to the volume renze butwe didthe
of waste, from the choice of walking tour of his
raw materials to the workers’ #Spustainable Think-
health and safety.” ing” museum.

No, we did not

- The tour of “Sustainable
Thinking” museum capped :

our attendance to the three-day “Green Energy” and
Expo 2019 Conference held in Rome last week. During
the conference, we listened to various scientists and ex-
perts who shared the latest technologies fo bring about
further reduction in global warming as a take-off point
from the United Nations Climate Change call to action
for sustained cutting down of carbon emissions from
coal power plants and other fossil fuels.

In yet another reiteration of his administration’s
policy, President Rodrigo Duterte impressed upon
captains of Philippine industries that the country’s
environment “is a priority” of the government while
on his watch. Przsident Duterte renewed this policy
commitment after he reportedly figured in amotorcycle
“spill” on a ride around the Malacafiang Golf grounds
Thursday night.
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Speaking before the 45th Philippine Business Confer-
ence and Expo at the Manila Hotel Fiesta Pavilion last
week, President Duterte issued this call: “Business should
not only comply with environmental rules and regulations
but shall alse take part of taking care of the environment.
This is your duty as ditizens of the country.”

With substantial reforms carried out by the administra-
tion in the past three years, President Duterte called upon
private businesses to do their share by pursting more
effective and efficient business strategies that commit to

rotecting the environment and ensuring the welfare of
ost communities. ‘

The President much earlier directed concerned govern-
ment agencies, in particular, the Department of Environ-
mentand Natural Resources (DENR) and the Department
of Energy (DOE) to remain vigilant in monitoring the strict
compliance by power generation companies to existing

environmental laws and regulations in our country. The -

Chief Executive made the gentle reminder during the cer-
emonial switch-on of the 500-megawatt coal-fired power
plant in Mauban, Quezon Province last Oct. 15.

In rites held at the Bonifacio Global City, President
Duterte reassured Filipinos that his administration re-
mains committed to the use of clean energy to drive the
country’s economic growth even while the government
still allows new coal technologies to run power plants
without losing sight of the future of power generation in
the Philippines.

“And always keep in mind that beyond profits, your
primary objective is to provide reliable and affordable
electricity to our people,” the President urged.

In the Philippines, another power generation company
has fully embraced the sustainable way of doing their
business. The Lopez-owned conglomerate First Gen Corp.
is one of the few companies that use clean and renewable
energy (RE) such as natural gas, geothermal, hydro and
wind to run its power plants. Like the other global brands
seeking toJower carbon emissions that threaten our planet
earth,. First Gen continues to find new and innovative
ways in veering away from archaic and polluting methods
suich as coal and other so-called fossil fuels.

Of the total 3,482 megawatts (MW) installed capacity
of 30 power plants run by First Gen, 2,017 MW is pro-
duced from natural gas. The other bulk comes from its
other RE power plants, namely: 1,179 MW is generated
by its geothermal power plants; wind (150 MW); hydro
{134 MW); and, solar (12 MW).

Aside from power generation, the “Green Energy”
Conference experts pointed to transport and mobility
utilities as the future direction on the potentials of RE.
One of the most wonderful discovery here alsois a young
Filipina transport engineer working on “sustainable” train
system in Italy. Requesting not to be identified, she told
us her work entails analysis of project initiatives for the
development of railway networks, upgrade of operational
processes, and innovative projects on sustainability.

Itis indeed quite reassuring to see young Filipinos like
her among the global “sustainable” thinkers who come
up with ways to keep the present environment livable for
the sake of future generations.
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