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TOYOTA'S IMPOSSIBLE' TAKES ROOT A
THE GOASTLIN

‘Text and photos by
TessaR. Salazar

For Toyota Motor Philippines,
Toyota's global "Start-Your Ima-
possible" {SYI) campaign begins
where the land meets the sea.

Last Sept. 21, TMP spearhead-
ed the "National Coastal Clean Up
and Mangrove Planting Day” in
support of its SYI Hero Ermnie
Gawilan's advocacy for cleaner
waters. The coastal activities, held
in 35 locations nationwide, were
participated in by 1900 volun-
teers who planted 40,000 propag-
ules (stem cuttings of mangrove
trees) and collected 1,200 sacks of
garbage. The participants includ-
ed TMP officers and employees
led by its president Satoru Suzuki,
local government units, media
partmers, paralympic athletes Ed-
win Villanueva and Gawilan, staff
of the Philippine Paralympic
Committee, and representatives
of Toyota dealerships. Ground ze-
ro was at the Lian Mangrove Park
in Sitio Kay Reyna, Brgy. Lumani-
ag in Lian, Batangas.

In a staternent, TMP said it
supports the Philippine Para-
lympic Committee’s and Ernie
Gawilan's personal and athletic
journey, which perfectly em-
bodies the philosophy of the SYI
campaign. “With his accom-
plishments in national and in-
ternational swimming competi-
tions, we believe Ernie is a per-
fect example of defying chal-
lenges, believing in one's self
and working hard to achieve
great things. In addition to that,
we also admire his efforts in
pushing for an advocacy that af-
fects many.”

Gawilan started his athletic
journey through his love for the

Young employees of the Toyota Motor Philippines during the Sept. 21 Natio

Day and Mangrove planting

TMP president Satoru Suzuki during the Sept

ocean, and TMP aims to help
him spread awareness and en-
courage positive action among
more Filipinos.

Planting ‘the Toyota Way'

TMP environment engineer
Mark Marcelo told Inquirer Mo-
toring that the team applied the
Toyota production system to
plant more propagules more ef-
ficiently.

“In the manufacturing plant,
every person has a specific role.
In mangrove planting, we tried
to apply that, as well. We divid-
ed ourselves into transporters
(the ones that conveyed the
plants), then the diggers, and
lastly, the planters. This system
minimizes unnecessary move-
ments and increases the surviv-
ability of the mangroves, be-
cause there will be less chances
for volunteers to inadvertently
step on the propagules when
they move to different direc-
tions,” explained Marcelo.

The system significantly in-

creased

volunteer effective-

ness. Marfelo added that when
TMP first started planting man-

groves in

the Lian site last year,

they werelonly able to plant 300
propagulgs for about 45 min-

utes with

the new

team was

60 volunteers. Using
tystem last April, the
able to plant 1,000

propagules with 80 velunteers
for one hour. This September,
he said that the team planted
3,700 propagules with 100 vol-

unteers d

iring just an hour.

“We imqproved that system by
incorporating tools. We didn't use
shovels before. Now we also use

crates (to
fore we

carry propagules). Be-
could only carry two

propagules per transporter. Now

each tran:
12,” reveal

Sporter can Carty 10 to
ed Marcelo,

Explaining the significance
of deleopmg mangroves,
Marcelo gaid:

“As part of the Toyota Envi-
ronmentdl Challenge 2050 that
promofes reforestation and bio-
diversity

conservation, man-
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nal Coastal Cleanup

P1 Natsonat Coastal Cleanup and Mangrove plantmg day

groves are very important as
they may be a source of liveli-
hood for the local community,
for one. Second, it protects the
‘community from storm surges.
Third, since we are producing
vehicles which emit COz, man-
groves have more carbon se-
questration capacity than nor-
mal trees."

Dr. Augustus Rex Montebon,
Conservation International
Philippines’ marine program di-
rector, said that Conservation
Interpational’s aim has been to
help in the biodiversity conser-
vation of the Verde Island Pas-
sage, the narrow seaway be-
tween the southern coastline of
Batangas and northern Min-
dero.

“We Have this project with
the Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resdurces
(DENR called the SMARTSeas.
The aim essentially is to in-
crease the management effec-
tiveness of protected areas and
the marine protected area net-
work in the executive order that
specifies biodiversity conserva-
tion should be implemented in
the entire country, not just in
the Verde Island Passage,” said
Montebon.

Allow sea life to re-grow

The event also brought to
the fore this writer's meatless
advocacy, as TessDrive.com ini-
tiated its own SYI campaign for
the event, with food partners
Quorn, an environmentally sus-
tainable source of high-quality
meat-free protein food, and
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Makati-based! vegan restaurant
Greenery Kitchen. The food
providers served 100-percent
plant-based dishes to the volun-
teers.

The vegan food campaign’s
slogan is: “Keep the oceans
clean and alive, go meatless for
the animals and the sea crea-
tures. Go meatless for the envi-
ronment.”

“We believe that the efforts
to preserve and protect the bod-
ies of water all over the world
would only be effective if all
creatures who live above, on,
and under water are likewise
protected,” said one of the
team’s ¢rew members.

Bruce Monger, oceanogra-
phy professor at Cornell Uni-
versity, has pointed out, “We
have.maxed out the ocean. Up to
go million metric tons of fish
are pulled from the ocean every
year, and that hasn’t increased
since the late 1990s. We can't
get any more fish out of the
ocean.”

A study from the University
of Exeter found out that myco-
protein, the protein-rich food
source that is unique to Quorn
products, stimulates post-exer-
cise muscle building to a greater
extent than milk protein. The
Science Daily article revealed
that the British Nutrition Foun-
dation already recommends
mycoprotein as a good source of
dietary protein, both for every

life and for sport and exercise.

Reduce carbon emissions

Toyota's environment ini-
tiative is aligned with several of
its programs dedicated to re-
ducing carbon emissions by

Toyota’s Start Your Impossible hero
red) with fellow paralympic athlete E
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iplans and to promote sus-
able mobility in the country.

awareness on vehicle
ification and its impact on
environmeng, TMP has
partnered with several univer-
sitiesiin the country for the Hy-
brid |Electric Vehicle (HEV)
Campus Tour.

Just recently, TMP made a
huge leap to make Hybrid Elec-
tric Technology more accessible
to mare Filipinos by introduc-
ing a hybrid variant of one of its
mainstream, big-volume mod-
els — the Corolla Altis Hybrid.

S8Y] was launched in the
Philippines during the Toyota
Classigs - a benefit classical
concernt in November 2018, The
proceeds of the concert was do-
nated |to the country’s para-
lympidathletes through the PPC
for thejir training requirements
such ay sports wheelchairs.

Just this May, TMP starteda
10-day swim clinic that aims to
encourfge aspiring swimmers
aged 6 1o 14 to take the first step,
or that [first stroke, in their ath-
letic journey, and pursue their
interes{ in swimming. The Start
Your \Impossible campaign
marks |ts first anniversary at
the Tokyo Motor Show this Oc-
tober 2pig. Toyota, being the
global partner of the Tokyo
2020 Olympics and Para-
lympics| will also be exhibiting
mobility  technologies, solu-
tions, ahd logistics under the
SYI cam, raign.
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EMB CITES CATBALOGAN GOVT

By Joey Gabieta

@joeygabietalNQ _ i
TACLOBAN CITY—The Envi-
ronmental Management Bureau
(EMB) affirmed a notice of viola-

tion it issued in June against the -

city government of Catbalogan
in Samar province for allegedly
dumping dirty water and solid
waste into the Maqueda Bay.

In its Sept. 13 decision, the
EMB in Eastern Visayas region
said the city government violated

Republic Act No. 9275 (Philippine

Clean Water Act of 2004) and the
Department of Environment and
Natural Resources’ (DENR) water
quality guidelines and general ef-
fluent standards after discharg-
ing *“untreated effluent” and

m
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dumping “sewage sludge or sclid
waste” into the bay.

“After a careful evaluation
of the investigation report, the
office records, and such all oth-

er records relevant to the case,
this office finds respondent li-
able for both of the violations
on the ground of respondent’s
implied admjission during the
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technical conference and there
being substantial evidence to
support the conclusion that a
prima facie case exists against
respondent,” the EMB said in a
decision signed by Letecia
Maceda, the agency’s Eastern
Visayas director.

Direct to sea

The wastewater and sludge
came from the public market on
San Roque Street. The market,
which hosts 300 venders, is a
temporary facility since the
original site, located in Baran-
gay 13, is under construction.

The issue stemmed from a
May 27 complaint filed by
lawyer Plaridel Oscar Bohol, a
Catbalogan resident. ‘

‘On june 3,an EMB investiga-
tion team found that waste wa-
ter coming from the different
stalls went into the drainage
system and drained directly to
the sea.

No treatment facility

“The public market has no
proper, adequate drainage and
sewerage system installed to
ensure cleanliness and sanita-
tion,” the EMB said.

Edgardo Guya, city environ-
ment and natural resources of-
ficer, however, questioned the
EMB findings. .

Guya, in a telephone nter-
view, said city officials were
surprised by the EMB decision
since the city had put in place

measures to prevent the pollu-
tion of Magueda Bay.

Reconsideration

For one, he said, the city
had installed “holding tanks”
where wastewater coming
from vendors’ stalls were being
deposited. He said the wastew-
ater was being treated using
bio-enzymes so these could be
reused.

He said Mayor Dexter Uy had
ordered a clearing operation and
cleanup in the market area.

Guya said city officials
would ask the EMB to reconsid-
er its findings before its adjudi-
cation beard imposed penalties
against the local government.
INQ
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waste

TACLOBAN CITY - Of-
ficials of the city govern-
ment in Catbalogan, Samar
should be penalized for
violating tﬁe Philippine
Clean Water Act, according
to the regional office of the
Environmental Management
Bureau (EMB).

In a decision dated Sept.
13, EMB regional director
Leticia Maceda said investi-
gation showed that sewage
sludge and untreated waste
water from a pubhc market
were discharged in Maque-
da Bay.

Maceda said the viola-
tions would be raised before
the pollution adjudication
board of the Department of
Environment and Natural
Resources,

The EMB said the city-
government should “make
good its comm1tmen to
stop discharging waste
water from public market

operations in the absence of
a waste water treatment fa-
cility as well as from dump-

The probe was based on
a complaint filed by lawyer
Plaridel Ospar Bohol in May.

governme did not refute its
findings when it issued a no-
tice of violation on ]une 28

Guya of the ¢ity environment
and natural resources office

cleanup demolition
drive,” including the remov-
al of illegal vendors, were
initiated. He said ambulant
vendors and commercial

nts were also ad-
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House submits 2020 bl*dget to Senate

The House of Representa-
tives yesterday made good its
commitment to transmit the
proposed P4.1-trillion national
budget for next year to the Sen-
ate for its consideration and
approval.

“Upon the instruction of
Speaker Alan Peter Cayetano,
we met our self-imposed dead-
line to send the budget to the
Senate,” appropriations com-
mittee chairman Rep. Isidro
Ungab of Davao City told re-

porters,

He said early transmittal
of the proposed 2020 outlay
would give senators enough
time to consider and pass it.

“We want the expenditure pro-
gram tobe approved and enacted
before the end of the year to avoid
a repeat of what we experienced
early this year, when the govern-
ment had to run on a reenacted
budget,” he said.

Before printing the budget
and sending it to the Senate,
the House introduced a few
changes in the outlay.

At a news conference, Cay-
etano detailed the changes,
which are augmentations giv-
en fo 12 agencies.

The realignments are P3.5
billion for the Department of
Agriculture’s palay procure-
ment fund, increasing it to
F10.5 billion; P1 billion each
for the Armed Forces of the
Philippines and the Philippine
National Police; P800 million
for the Department of Educa-
tior; and P500 million each for
the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources, Philip-
pine General Hospital, National
Electrification Administration,

Metropolitan Manila Develop-
ment Authority and Philippine
Sports Commission.

The Department of Trans-
portation received an addition-
al P275 million for the Davao
International Airport, while
the Dangerous Drugs Board
was given P250 million for the
improvement of community-
based drug rehab centers.

Some P200 million was
added to the Department of
Health, which could use part
of the allocation to combat the
polio outbreak and the con-

tinuing threat of dengue.

“As'you can see, there is no|
pork in those augmentations.
If the critics claim otherwise,
they should point to us where
the pork is; otherwise, their
accusations are just rumors.
And my mother taught me not
to respond to rumors or I will

‘be another rumormonger,”
Cayetano told reporters.

Deputy Speaker Neptali
Gonzales said contrary to the
allegation of some senators,
the budget as approved by the
House is “pork-free.”

“We strictly followed the decision of
the Supreme Court declaring the Priority
Development Assistance Fund (the previ-
ous name of the congressional pork barrel)
and prohibiting post-budget enactment
identification of projects (by la
Now, senators can finally see the pudget
for themselves,” he said.

Deputy Speaker Mikee Romero of 1-Pac-
man said the House approved the 20p0 bud-
get early “to avoid the kind of costly delay
we had this year, which cost the economy
about P500 billion and slowed do
nomic growth.

“This really took its toll on the ecpnomy.
It meant fewer jobs created and legser in-
come for our people. It meant scaled down
government services,” he said.

He said Cayetano wanted the Hpuse to

delay early
Romera noted that President
signed the budget bill only in Apri
an appropriations law should have
place before the end of last year.
“We have to achieve higher e
growth with early releases of fundd for in-
frastructure projects, social services like cash
assistance to the poor and other prggrams
and activities,” he said.
House sources told reporters that early
House approval of the budget wis also
requested by several senators, who are

eco-

scheduled to celebrate some occasions or
miilestones abroad, and attend international
conferences starting next weekend.

Such conferences, which some House
members are attending as well, are usually
considered as junkets and vacations at the
expense of taxpayers,

Wrangling between senators and con-
gressmen on billions in alleged pork barrel
insertions delayed this year’s enactment of
the budget.

President Duterte signed the budget bill
in April after vetoing P95 billion in last-min-
ute realignments made by House leaders.

Congressmen whose districts lost funds
due to the Duterte
veto wanted to
recoup the appro-
priations by add-
ing them to the pro-
posed 2020 outlay,
but Cayetano told
them it was not pos-
sible.

The Senate has
received the House
of Representatives-
approved General
Appropriations Bill
(GAB) for 2020, Sen.

Sonny Angara said
yesterday.

Angara, chair-
man of the Senate
committee on fi-
nance, vowed that

the Senate will do its part to approve the
GAB, the most importgnt piecepgf legisla-~
tion, before the year ends.

_ "Our finance subcommittees are complet-
ing the hearings on the proposed budgets
of the last few agencies. During the break,
we will be consolidating all of the submis.

sions into the committee report and once we
resume sessions, we

will beready to spon-
sor the bill ins%(;e- [
nary,” Angara said. '
~ Jess Diaz, Cecille
Suerte Felipe, Paolo
Romero, Edu Punay



i

TITLE :

STRATEGIC
COMMUNICATION
INITIATIVES
SERVICE

MANILAZBULLETIN

UPFER

LOWER

THE NATION'S LEADING NEWSPAPER

PAGE I/

FAGE
STORY

BANNER
S10RY

EDITORIAL  CARTOQN

70-02- 44

DATE

190 farmers in Negros
town given land titles

| ByGLAZYLMASCULINO
BACOLOD CITY — The
Community Environment
and Natural Resources Cffice
(CENROQ) distributed land
titles to 190 farmer's from two
villages in Moises Padilla, Ne-
gros Occidental, last week.
Moises Padilla Mayor Ella
Celestina Garcia¥ulo and Vice
Mayor Ian Villaflor led the

. titie distribution at Barangays

Macagahay and Quintin Remo
on September 24 and 26.

Around 63 farmers from
Macagahay, and 127 from Quin-
tin Remo benefitted from the
government’s program.

“The land titles given to
them are ecovered by govern-
ment agricultural land that was

being tilled by the farmers for
decades,” (zarcia-Yulo said.

onth, 66 farmers
Santos-Santos in

GarcialYulo said she de-
cided to pefrsonally visit the vil-
lages to also hear the concerns
of the residents.

“We have to let them feel
that the government is going to
help them,/make them feel the
presence
their area, she added.

GarciafYulo also told the
beneficiaries to plant fruit
trees and wegetables instead
of sugarcane which entails high
production and labor costs.

the government in °
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397 titulo sa Sultan Kudarat,
‘ipinamahagi ng DENR

PINAMAHAGI na ng Department of Environment and Natural Resources-Region 12 (DENR- . -
12) ang 397 titulo ng lupa sa Isulan, Sultan Kudarat bilang parte ng programang “Handog

Titulo” ng ahensya.
“The land title distribution was in partnership with the local government pf Sultan Kudarat
and the Land Registration Authority (LRA),” pahayag ni DENR-12 Assistant Director for
Technical Services Ma. Socorro Lanto na inilabas nito noong Sabado.
Ibinigay nina Lanto at Sultan Kudarat Governor Suharto Mangudadatyang mga titulo sa
mga benepisyatyo sa provincial gymnasium ng Isulan nitong Biyernes.
Dumale rin ang mga opisyal ng pamahalaang lokal at ng agrikultrua, na silang tumulong

sa pamamahagi ng mga agricultur.] at special patents sa mga makikinabang, muta sa iba’t
ibang mga barangay at paaralan sa probinsya.
Sa kanyang pahayag, inilahad ni Mangudadatu na ginagawa ng pamahalaan ang lahat
upang masigure ang kapakanan ng publiko 4t ang “Handog Titulo” program ay isa sa mga
halimbawa na nagpapakita kung paanc alagaan ng gobyerno ang karapatan kabutihan ng
publiko.
Bagoe ang mismong pamamahagi, ipinahayag ni Lanto na ang programg ay isa sa 10-point
socio-economic agenda ni President Rodrigo Duterte na magbibigay ng kapanatagan dahil sa
pinatibay na security of kand tenure, at ang pagsusulong ng pamumuhunah at kikilala sa mga
sumasakal sa pamamahala sa lupa at mga ahensiyang nagbibigay ng titule.
“The very essence of this program is to uplift the socio-economic status gf the beneficiaries,”
pahayag ni Lanto.

“Based on DENR's mandate, we are in charge of the management and disposal of public

lands,” dagdag pa nito.

Upang mapabilis ang proseso at pamimigayu ng mga public lad
kwalipikadong benepisyaryo, nagpalabas ng kautusan si DENR Secretary]
Agosto 1, 2019, ang DENR Memorandum Circular No. 2019-04 na nag-uu

id patents sa mga
Roy Cimatu nitong
03 NG pagsasagawa

ng isang Handog Titulo program bawat Setyembre sa buong bansa bilang parte ng pagdiriwang

ng Lands Anniversary.

Nitong nakaraang linggo lang, ibinigay na ng DENR-12 at Registry of| Deeds ang nasa 300

titulo ng lupa sa mga kwalipikadong benebisyaryo sa Matalam, North C

tabato.

Nagpaalala si Mangudadatu sa inga nakatanggap na alagaan ang kanildng lupain at gamitin
ang buong potensyal nito, at binanggit paang tradisyon ng mga Pilipinong pagpapamanang
pagmamay-ari ng lupa sa kanilang mga anak o pinakamalapit na kamagfanak.

“Your children and future generations will inherit these lands, so yo
those titles,” ani Mangudadatu.

should take care of

PNA
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mance in terms of land distribu-

tion, the first three years of the
Duterte administration will get the
“E” mark,

According to the group Task
Force Mapalad {TEM), despite Presi-
dent Duterte’s “unwavering” pro-
Comprehensive Agrarian Reform
Program proncuncements, a close
look at the Department of Agrarian
Reform’s (DAR) own datawill reveal
thatofthe six administrations that
implemented agrarian reform since
1988, the Duterte administration
had the lowest accomplishment in
CARP history,

On Tuesday, thousands of farm-
ers held a picket in front of the DAR
office in Bacolod City to call on the
President to fulfill his promises.

“You've never changed your
promises, Mr. President. Before
and after you won the 2016 elec-
tions, you never stopped assuring
and ingpiring us that you would
implement CARP and complete the
program’s land distribution phase,
Teresita Tarlac, president of the
Negros-Panay Chapter of TEM said
in a news statement.

“But what also didn't change or

]:F it was to be rated for its perfor-

even got worse, despite your pro-

peasant vows, was the DAR’s land
acquisition and distribution perfor-
mance. The agency’s dismal LAD re-

that implemented the CARP for the
last three decades,” she stressed.

Tartac was among those who led
TFM'’s march to the DAR Provincial
Officein Dawis, San Sebastian Street,
Bacolod, on Tuesday.

The mobilization, whic
held during the opening of the
MassKara Festival in Bacolod, cul-
minated in the shaving of heads
of the children of peasants,| who
feared fortheir futurewithoutlland.

According to TEM, from 2016 to
2018, or the first three yearg that
the current administration imple-
mented agrarian reform, the|DAR
was onlyable todistributetofarmer-
beneficiaries a total of 91,776 hect-
ares of agricultural landholdings
nationwide, or an annual average of
30,592 hectares.

The Duterte administrajion’s
three-year LAD} performancd was
just8percentoftheaccomplishment
of the Ramos administration in its
first three years in office.

From 1992 to 1994, the
under President Fidel Ramos’s
watch, recorded the highest LAD
accomplishment, distributingja to-
tal of 1,113,019 hectares of lapd to
CARP beneficiaries, or an average of
371,006 hectares yearly.

The administration with the sec-
ond highest LAD accomplishiment
was that of late former President
Corazon Aquino. In its first three

was -’

years of implementing Republic Act
6657, or the Comprehensive Agrar-
ian Reform Law of 1988, her admin-
istrationwas able todistributeatotal
of 452,074 hectares from 1988 to
1990, or 150,691 hectares annually.

Third was the Estrada admin-
istration that distributed to CARP
beneficiariesatotal of 379,905 hect-
ares from 1998 to 2000, or 126,635
hectares yearly.

It was followed by the second
Aquino administration with LAD
accomplishment of 320,916 hect-
ares from 2010 to 2012, or 106,972
hectares annually, and by the Ar-
royoadministration thatdistributed
313,778 hectaresfrom 2001 to 2003,
or 104,593 hectares yearly.

Meanwhile, TEM said Negros
Qccidental still has biggest CARP
backlog in history with a LAD bal-
ance of 103,373 hectares as of end
of June 2019.

This is equivalent to 20 percent
of the 521,006-hectare LAD balance
nationwide.

Other provinces with big LAD
balance, or undistributed land, that
are covered by the CARP are Leyte,
with 36,161 hectares or 6.9 percent
of the total national LAD balance,
followed by Isabela with 32,631
hectares undistributed land or 6.3
percent of the total LAD balance na-
tionwide. Camarines Sur, Masbate,
lloilo, Sorsogon, Albay, Capiz and
Sultan Kudarat are also in the list
of provinces with high LAD.
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ANG INYONG

MISS EARTH
CANDIDATES TUMULONG
SA PANGONGOLEKTA
NG MGA BASURA
SA MANILA BAY

LINGI{_OD

pR. NILDA €. ONG

T

rasyan ng river ferry service

SINAMAHAN ng mga kand- tamina:ang Maniia Bay. Dapat na hind] lamang nagsisiing
data ng Miss Earth 2019 ang na maging 'environment cons- alternatibong transportas-
mga kagawad ng Metropo- clous’ ang mga 10" saad i tes. : yon ng mga commutess para
litan Manila Development  Maria Regina Barco, kina- Bago umalls, nakmpag- was-trapik, pero nae-enjoy din
Authority (WMDA) sa pango-  tEwanng GuaternaiasaMiss  seifle pa ang mga bemuty  ngmga tumatangidiik nto ang
ngolekia ng mga basura sa  Earth 2019, ¥asabay ng Ang a  view ng Pasig Aiver.
Baywak sa RloxasBovievard  panawagan Tiya s publiko Bliang bahaging karilang
sa lungsod ng Mayrila. na makibahagi sa rehabili- pra-pagea:: aclwhles,lg?;
Bitbit ang maa gloves at  tasyon g Manda Bay sa pa- mmmugvm(}m
thongs, nakilsa ang labing-  mamagitan ng famang pag- ang maa f':m - e
tationg kandidata sa isang  tataponng basura. River sakay ng 4 il s
maka-kalikasang aktibidad PiuinamanriMatanna %o L o nd fe mm&’;ma?g&,m
kaluwang ang mga miyern- Fuerites, linatawan-ng Pana- oy poie LaS\'MOﬂ o4 L/ msimag Esa mga CCTV cameras
bro ngMetro Parkways Clear-  ma, ang mga MPGCG person- na nakakabit sa ilang bahagi
ing Group (MPCG) sa lay- el dahil sa pagiging passion- ~a Makati ng Metro Mania,
ning maisalba ang kapaligiran. ate sa irabaho. ilang opisyal ng MM Maliban dito, nasubukan
"Umaasa ako na titigilan *Nakahahawa ang Ma-  panqunguna ni Fred Andres, din nila ang mobile earthquake
nangmgataoangpagiatapon  gagandangngiingmga PP pinuno ng MMDA Co mand  Simulator na siyang ginaganmit
ng basura na siyang nakasi-  no. Bagarnat hlnda gusto g Center for Manila Ba Reha- ngahensyasakampanyanfio
sira sa kapaligivan, Kahit na  flan ang paglilinis, pero gind-  bilitation, upang mapalakas ang disas-
patuloy ang pagliinis, hindipa  gawa pa rin ng MMDA ang ter awareness and prepared-

tin nito mapipigilan na makon-

kaniiang trabaho ng may pag-

Ly LA

ness sa Metro Manila.
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Plastik bawal na sa Cotahato City

NORTH COTABATO - Bawal na simula [kahapon sa
Cotabato City paggamit ng plastic bilany secondary
paciaging sa mga bibilhing produkto alinsunod|sa inapruba-
hang ordinansa ng fungsod.

Yo ayon kay Cotabato City-Community Environment and
Natural Resources Officer Boyet Saavedra na simula bukas
ay maglilibot na $a buong lungsod ang 20 traingd personnel
para tiyaking ipinatutupad ang City Ordinance|4203.

Sa kabila nito, nilinaw ni Saavedra na ginapayagan
lamang ang paggemit ng plastic bags bilang primary
packaging ng mga bibilhing produkio sa palengke gaya ng
mga kame at gulay. Pero aniya, hindi na ito maaari pang

Sa unang taon hg implementasyon ng ordinknsa, tationg
araw sa foob ng isang inggo ay maaart pang |gumamit ng
piastic habang sa ika-2 taon, isang araw na lamang maaaring
gumanmit at sa ikatlong taon ay “total ban” o buon linggo nang
pagbabawal ang paggarmit ng plastic. (Rhodh Benez}
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Boracay Tubi System Inc. (BTSD,
one of the two major water conces-
sionaires operating in the world famous
island Boraecay, said it is compliant of
the government’s effluent standards fol-
lowing the video that surfaced in social
media showing yellowish liquid flowing
out of the company’s submerged pipe.

This was after the company con-
ducted joint water sampling with the
Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR)in one of
its interceptors and the water outfall
located in Sitio Lugotan.

Owned by the family of businessman
Lucio Tan, BTSI is one of the two water
concessionaires operating in Boracay,
the other one being the Ayala-led Bora-
cay Island Water Company (BIWC).

In a statement, BTSI said since
it was informed of a video showing
yellowish liquid flowing out of its sub-
merged pipe one kilometer away from
the island’s shoreline, it immediately
coordinated with the local officials of the
DENR’s Environmental Management
Bureau (EMB). “In less than 48 hours,
BTSI conducted joint sampling with the
DENR-EMB at both its interceptor and

_outfall which showed compliance to ef-

fluent standards,” BTSI said.

“We take this incident seriously and
wish to reassure the public that there
is no direct discharging of untreated
wastewater into the open sea. All

by the DENR-EMB, and by third-party

designatign of the island as a Water
Quality Management Area, among
others.
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3 hills to save rainwater

saved from last

HEN the rains started falling last

June, everyone welcomed them,

especially the residents of eastern

Metro Manila who had been through
several waterless weeks after the level at Angat
Dam fell below normal and the Metropolitan
Waterworks and Sewerage System (MWSS)
reduced the supply to Manila Water.

We hoped then that the many plans to save rain- .

water for use in the hot summer seasoen would not
be forgotten. For while we have this annual problem
of water shortage, we also have the annual deluge
that follows it, causing floods, destroying harvests,
jamming city traffic, and damaging infrastructures

of all kinds. The same rains causing the damage

could very well be saved for use when summer is
upon us and many household faucets run dry.

Last week, we welcomed the news that those
plans developed at the height of the dry season have
not all been forgotten. Three bills to save rainwater
were approved Wednesday by the House Committee
on Metro Manila Development, headed by Manila
Rep. Manny Lopez.

The three bills - filed by Lopez, fellow Manila
Rep. Servo Nieto, Quezon City Reps, Allan Reyes
and Kit Belmonte -- had actually been approved by
the IHouse in the last -- the 17th - Congress but failed

Congress

to get enapted into law. They have now been saved
and await] counterpart measures from the Senate
in this 18th Congress.

The three House bills require every new insti-
tutional, commercial, and residential development
project injthe National Capital Region to establish
arainwater harvesting facility, to save water for use
in househplds during times of drought.

The three House bills, however, will start help-
ing the situation only after the construction of new
projects, which may take months and years. There
are other| projects that will take longer, such as
harnessing the Wawa Dam to add its resources to
the current water supply system for Metro Manila.
There is also the proposed Kaliwa Dam, but that
may take|even longer due to standing opposition
to its construction.

We need more immediate action plans, which
must be In place before the next drought season
which will come in March next year. That will be a
real challenge for our government agencies, par-
ticularly the MWSS.

In thejmeantime, we welcome the efforts of our
congressmen who were able to save House bills
4111, 4124, and 4698 from being lost among the
many measures that failed to make it in the last
Congress,

[ ] ]
orreR % EANNER E%\l c%ﬂ
[ ]
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FOR CLIMATE CHANGE INACTION

Youth hol

world

leaders accountable

Change needs to happen now if we are to avoid the worst
consequences. The climate crisis is not just the weather

By Elmer N. Manuel

The failure of
governments to act
on the climate crisis
constitutes a violation
of children’s
rights, according
to a2 landmark
"complaint
presented by 16
youth activists to the
United Nations (UN)
Committee on the
Rights of the Child.

Swedish
teenager Greta
Thunberg — who
hit out at global
inaction during
last week's

Climate Action
Summit — and
cAmerican

T

Alexandria Villaseiior, who has |been
sperding her Fridays on climate strike
outside UN Headquarters in New(York,
have been joined by others aged lei
to 17, from a dozen different co
including Brazil, India, Nigeria,
and South Africa, in signing the
complaint,

The group alleges that upder
the UN Convention on the Rjghts
of the Child, the Committee should
order Member States to take aption
to protect all children from| the
devastating impacts of climate change.

“Change needs to happen nowiif we
are to aveid the worst consequences.
The climate crisis is not just the
weather. It means also, lack of lfood
and lack of water, places tha
unlivable and refugees because of
it. It is scary,” said Thunberg
press conference hosted by th
Children's Fund (UNICEF) at th
Headguarters.

Althpough it supports their
complaint, the agency is not a party
to it and will not play any part in the
Committee’s decision,

“Thirty years ago, world leaders
made a historic commitment to the
world's children by adopting the
Convention on the Rights of the
Child. Today, the world's children
are holding the world accountable
to that commitment,” said UNICEF
Deputy Executive Director Charlotte
Petri Gornitzka.

“We fully support children
exercising their rights and taking a
stand. Climate change will impact
every single one of them. It’s no
wonder they are uniting to fight back.”

The complaint was filed through
the Third Optional Pretocol to the
Convention on the Rights of the
Child, a voluntary mechanism which
allows children, or adults on their
behalf, to appeal directly to the
United Nations for help if a country
that has ratified the Protocol ¥
fails to provide a remedy for g ‘fﬂg
a rights violation. S
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Manila faces
climate threat

MANILA and five other areas have
been identified as facing the most se-
vere consequences of climate change, a
Time magazine report showed.
“Climate change is expected to affect
every country in the world, but its impact
will not be felt equally across all regions
and some will be worse hit than others
because of a range of different threats.
Developing countries, places with
widespread poverty, and countries with

ineffective  govertiments

sometimes

face the gravest risks from the chang-
ing climate, and are usually poorly
equipped to find ways to prepare for
and prevent environmental threats,” the
report said.

+ Kiribati, which is at risk of be-
ing wiped off the map entirely in the
coming decades amid rising sea lev-
‘els; and

» United Arab Emirates, which
is facing an “extreme risk” of water
stress and will need to spend a lot more
energy on cooling. ‘

But according to Christina Chan, the
director of the World Reésources Insti-
tute’s climate resilience practice, the
Philippines is in fact on the “forefront
of climate change adaptation.”

She cited the Flood Management
“Master Plan for Metro Ma*lila launched
in 2012 as well as the eredtion of a Cli-
mate Change Comimission.

President Rodrigo Duterte, who la-
mented that climate change affects the
“poorest of the poor” in developing
countries such as the Philippines, has
been very vocal in questioning inter-
national policies on the issue.

“Vulnerabilities are not equally
shared by all natiomg. Developing
countries that have contributed the
least of global warming, like my
country, the Philippines, suffers the
most from this horrendous conse-

anila’s dense population, in par-

tichlar, makes it “more difficult to
evacuate, requires more social ser-
vides and makes it more challenging to

reliuild after a disaster.”

Poor infrastructure, including in-

effective drainage and sanitation sys-
tems, has been blamed for the toll of
flgods in the city, including a 2009
flgod (Typhoon Ondoy) that sub-

meérged 80 percent of the city.”

side from Manila, the other areas
ed in the report are as follows:
+ Lagos, Nigeria, which has been

mhrked as at “extreme” risk on Ma-

ity Index;

plecroft’s Climate Change Vulnerabil-

» Haiti, an island nation that is lo-

cdted in the so-called “Atlantic Hurri-

cdne Basin,”

hn, and lack of clean water;

quences,’] he said in his keynote ad-
dress in Mlay at the 25th International
Conferenge on the Future of Asia
held in Takyo.

in, year out, we suffer double
when typhoons strike. The poorest of
our poor Bear the brunt of damage, be-
coming eyen poorer in the aftermath.
Government with limited resources
and capahilities have to contend with a
spiral of suffering on top of the urgent
developmpnt priorities,” he added.

Despite] having a very small carbon
footprint,|the Philippines, which deals
with an ayerage of at least 20 typhoons
annually, |is among the nations most
vulnerablp to climate change.

Duterte questioned the Paris Agree-
ment on Climate Change, saying it fa-
vored indpstrialized countries with its
aim of slashing greenhouse gases and
keeping global temperature increase to
well below 2 degrees Celsius.

*What |is the system? What is this
conferende of climate change for? Is
it just talk? Because there is no body,
no entity o enforce the laws governing
climate. There is not even a sanction,”
the President said.

« Yemen, where hundreds of thou-
sdnds of people have been killed as a
jsuh of an ongoing civil war and due
the subsequent famine, poor sanita-
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By PIA LEE-BRAGO

i L AR T g T A

The Phlhppmes and In-
donesia have jointly submit-
ted to the United Nations
certified copies of their 2014

agreement establishing the

boundary between their over-
lapping exclusive economic
zones (EEZs).

Also submitted by the two
countries — represented by
foreign affairs chiefs Teodoro
Locsin Jr. for the Philippines
and Retno Marﬁudl for Indo-
nesia — were mstz;uments of
ratification of the agreement.

UN Undersecretary-General
for legal affairs and legal counsel
Miguel de Serpa Soare received
the documents on Sept. 27 at UN
headquarters in N York.

The Departmener:)f Foreign
Affairs said the }omt submis-
sion was a commitment made
by the two foreign affairs
chiefs after their ceremonial
exchange of ratification in-
struments at the 52nd ASEAN
Foreign Ministers’ Meeting in

sia

firmed by edelegauon heads
of both cquntries at the 10th

ent in February
2017, followed shortly by
Senate corjcurrence. The Indo-

April of the same year.
Both cduntries are parties
to the 1982 United Nations

rights to explore
t, arid conserve and
manage hatural resources
within thejr EEZs.

The Phjlippines and Indo-
nesia have overlapping EEZs
in the Mindanao and Celebes
Seas, and in the southern sec-
tion of the Philippine Sea in the
Pacific Ocean.
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Repulitic of the Phiippines
ﬁ Dupartment of Envi ana MNaturab
—— ‘MATIONAL CAFITAL REGION
'—_,."""._—"" Nationsl Etology Center East Avenue, Diiman. Quezon Cry

SALE_OF PUBLIC LANDS

Deeds Division, Nationa! Ecology Center, Easl
through sealed bldding to the highest blddar ot 10:00 A.M. on DEC 47_2019
tract of land situated in itap (Pinagsama), Jesulg Clty whicl
specifically described below to wit

Nolice |5 hereby given Lhat the Depanment of Environment and Nalural Resources,
National Capital Region, Patents and Deeds Section, In pursuance 1o Admintstlative
Order No. 38 dated 19 April 1990, wil sell at DENRNCR, Licenses, Patenid and

Ci . Epsl_Avenue, Diipan, Queren [Cily.

the
are)

LOT KO./ [anea] J
APFUCATION| NAME OF APPRAISED| TOTAL | TOTAL
NUMBER | APPLICANY Egn“‘gbf‘ N VALUED VALUE OF VALUE D

i

| 5'1-"'| PER | LAND |IMPRE

" [tot 8, Brogk | 80
IGPSA N(?. ERNEST 48 Psd-0D.
QO7BOT JOHN D, 136894
2079 TALAMAYAN G

before the hour and date tisted above and piainly marketi -Bid for Land Descl

is determined, the coresponbding deposil therefore shall be farferled tol
Eovemment. No bid shall ke fess than the appraised value of the iand, The i
s reserved 10 reject any ot all His,

Quezon City, Phiippives____ | W

ATTY.ALVIN .‘65. H G. CONSTANTING

i

P2 - Sept. 13, 25 Ocl 2, 9,16 & 23, 2015

y ‘| Php Piip £ihp
SAN.| 14000 |8,400.00( 250,000|00

All bids must be sealed @ Subrm 10 the abo Loned Diviston gn or
In MSA/SA/IGPSA No. QUFGDT-2079" Bids must be accompanied with cash, mbney

order, treasury warrant, celified ¢neck, cashier's check or manager's check for a
swm eQuivalent to 10% of the bid; Then 3 bid is withdrawn after the highest bidder

Chief, Licenses; Palents and Deeds Divisfon
‘MSG/ICRAIBE"

bed

the
ight

Q Republic of the PhHippines

& Department of Environment and Natural Resources
sk NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION ]
=====" National Ecology Centér Easl Avenue, Ditimar, Quezon City

SALE OF PUBLC LANDS

National Capita! Reglon, Paterits and Deeds Section, in pursuance 10 Adminisirg
Order No. 38 dated 19 Aprii 1990, will sell a1 DENA-NCR, ticenses, P
| n b

Deegs Division (l¥i] ter, 514 L )
through sealed bldding Lo 1he highest bidder at 10:ﬂ$ A.M. on 28 JAN 2020. the
stom Blcutan (Plnagsama). Taguig City

of lend situated in Wes which are specifi
described below to wit: N

LOT NO./ . AREA |APPRAISED| TOTAL TOTAY

APPLGATION|  NAME | BI MO/ | IN | VALUED | VALUE | VALUE
NUMBER | PLAN NO. | sq.m PRO!
APPLIGANT - | 54 PER OF Ml
‘ SQM | LAND

Notlce is hereby given that the Department of Environment and Natural Resourtes,
e

m

1GPSA NO. [RODOLFD L[St 3. BIock|103.201 £140.00 |p14,448.00 P100,000]
7, Psd00- | sq.m.
007607- 5

894

Al Bids moust be sealed and submitted to the above-mentioned Dlvision of
pefore the hour and date stated above and plainly marked "Bid for Land Descy
in MSA/SA/IGPSA No. QO7607-1B86" Bids must be accompanied wilh sash,
order, treasury warrant, cenified check, cashier's check or mansger's check r_
sum equivalent to 10% of the bid. Then a bid is withdrawn after the highest bj
is determined, the currespnndlng deposit thargfure shall be fordeited to
govemment. No bld shall be less than the appraised value of the land. The
is reserved to felect any of al ks,

Quezon Cily, Philippines _____ ) &7/’}/
1 ATTY,ALVIN JO! P/H @. CONSTANTING

Chief, Licenses, Palenls and Deeds Dlvisio

o
joed
ney
@
Haer
the
ight

PJ - Sopt. 18, 28 Dot 2, 5,18 & 23, 2003
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