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DENR seeks 2020
budget augmentation

The proposed budget increase would bankroll some
of the agency’s new initiatives such as the creation of

Enforcement Bureau

The Department of Environument
and Natural Resources (DENR} is
requesting an additional budget of
P3.036 billion to fund the programs
it intends to implement next year,

“We are hopeful the budget
augmentation will be included
in the final version of the 2020
General Appropriations Bill (GAB)
to be passed by Congress — the
House of Representatives and the
Senate — and signed into law by

President Rodrigo Roa Duterte,”
DENR Secretary Roy A. Cimatu
said.

The proposed budget increase
would bankroll some of the
agency's new initiatives such
as the creation of Enforcement
Bureau, the full implementation
of the Republic Act 11088 or the
Expanded National Integrated
Protected Areas System (E-NIPAS)
Act of 2018; and land titling.

The environment chief made
the appeal days after Bienvenido
Veguilla Jr., 2 DENR forest ranger,
was killed by suspected illegal
loggers in El Nido, Palawan.

Cimatu stressed that with its
own Enforcement Bureau, the
DENR could effectively enforce
environmental laws and protect its
workers from violent encounters
with illegal loggers.

DENR —through Undersecretary
for Policy, Planning and International
Affairs Jonas Leones — submitted
the proposed augmentation budget
of the agency last 16 September 2013
fo the House.

In a letter addressed to House

Deputy Speaker Luis Raymund
Villafuerte, Leones said DENR
would need P1.2 billion for the
establishment and initial operation
of the proposed Enforcement
Bureau in 2020.

Leones said the agency would
also need PL8 billion for the full
implementation of E-NIPAS law,
and P36 million to fast track the
issuance of titles for alienable and
disposable public lands.

According to Leones, the -
ereation of an Enforcement
Bureau within the DENR is in line
with the Duterte administration’s
10-point socioeconomic agenda,
particularly peace and order. It
would enable the department
to “fully implement and enforce
laws on environment and natural
resources (ENR) with full
authority to police illegal loggers
and ENR violators.”

The DENR official also cited
the nead for “full logistie support”
for the implementation of the
E-NIPAS Iaw and the acceleration
of public land distribution.
“Still, under the 10-point agenda

B

areas safeguarded under the law.
<%

of the president, to be specific
is to ‘ensure the security of land
tenure’ to encourage investments
and address bottlenecks in land
management and titling,” Leones
peinted out. Maria Romero

. 5 E L

DENR would need a bigger budget to manage a broader range of protected
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Cimatu: No one is above the law

By CORY
MARTINEZ

“l HAVE made it clear
from Day 1 that ne
one is above the law!™

This was stressed by
Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR) Secre-
tary Roy Cimatu follow-
ing the issuance of an
interim Cease and De-
sist Order (CDQO) against
the Beoracay Tubi Sys-
tems, Inc. (BTSI) for dis-
charging wastewater in
the waters of Boracay
Island.

Atty. Ramar Niel Pas-
cua, DENR-Environ-
mental Management
Bureau (EMB) Western
Visayas regional direc-
tor, issued the CDO af-
ter the wastewater dis-
charged by the BTSI was
tested positive for fecal
coliform.

The CDO shall be
effective for seven days
unless confirmed by the
Pollution Adjudication
Board in such case it

- shall become a regular

CDO.

Cimatu said all envi-
ronmental laws have to
be strictly enforced be-
cause their primary pur-
pose iz to protect our
environment and natu-
ral resources.

“We will appropriate-
ly deal with the people
respongible for this vio-
lation,” stressed Cimatu
who is chair of the Bora-
cay Inter-agency Task
Force created by Presi-
dent Rodrigo Roa Du-
terte through Executive
Order 53 to reverse the
degradation of Boracay
Island.

In an inspection con-
ducted by personnel of
EMB, an outfall pipe was
seen to be discharging a
large volume of yellow-
ish water.

The wastewater dis-
charge was traced from
BTSPs cne (1) kilometer
outfall pipe from Lugu-
tan area in Bgy. Manoc-
Manoc in the island to
Sibuyan Sea. Sinkers
were placed on the out-
fall pipe to secure it and
prevent it from floating.

It was found to be al-
mosat 13 kilometers be-
low the water surface.

Laboratory Analysis
results revealed that fe-
cal coliform and phos-
phate from the water
sample and residue tak-
en have exceeded the
General Effluent Stan-
dards maximum allow-
able limit for Class SC
marine water body per
DENR Administrative
Order No. 2016-08 or the
Water Quality Guidelines
and Effluent Standards
of 20186. -

The sample collected
had a fecal coliform of
3,500 mest probable
number per 100 ml
{(MPN/100ml) against an
effluent standard for
Class SC water of 400
MPN/100ml, On the oth-
er hand, Phosphate was
at 2.250 mg P/L against
the standard of one (1)
mg P/L level.

Earlier, a video of a
pawikan or sea turtle
sticking its head inte the
pipe outlet was posted in
social media by a Korean
diving instructor.

Cimatu

On Aug. 14, 2019,
Cimatu ordered the cor-
doning of the beachfront
area 1n Station 1 after
two female foreign na-
tionals-- one allowing
child to defecate in Bo-
racay’'s waters and the
other burying a used di-
aper in the white sand--
also circulated on social
media.

President Reodrigo
Duterte ordered the clo-
sure of Boracay Island in
April 2018 after he de-
scribed its water as a
cesspool. The famous is-
land reopened in Octo-
ber 2018 after a six-
month rehabilitation.
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Cimatu seeks higger budget
to fund three vital programs

By Joel dela Torre
ENVIRONMENT Secretary Roy Cimatu
has expressed hope that the Depari-
ment will receive the P3.036 billion
additional funding it needed to bank-
roll three crucial programs the agency
will start to implement next year.

The proposed funding increase in-
cludes P1.2 billion for the creation of an
Enforcement Bureau, and the full imple-
mentation of Republic Act 11038 or the
Expanded National Integrated Protected
Areas System (E-NIPAS) Actof 2018 and
the P36 million for land titling.

“We are hopeful the budget augmen-
tationwill be included in the final version
of the 2020 General Appropriations Bill
(GAB) to be passed by Congress—the
House of Representatives and the Sen-
ate—and signed into law by President
Rodrigo Roa Duterte,” Cimatu said.

Both the Majority and Minority blocs
of the House threw their support behind
Cimatu’s plans to create an enforcement
bureau during the budget dehberahon
last September 6.

Cimatu explained that with its own
Enforcement Bureau, the DENR could

effectively enforce environmental laws
and protectitsworkerswhohavebeenthe
vicioustargetsofillegal loggersand other
environmental criminals.

He made the appeal a few days after
Bienvenide Veguilla Jr., a DENKR forest
ranger, was brutally killed by suspected
ﬂleggal loggers in Elledo, Pa’l’awan.

The deliberation likewise tackled the
need for the additional funds for the full
implementation of and the acceleration
of land titling and distribution of public
lands.

Last Sept. 20, the House approved on
third and final reading the P4.1-trillion
national budget for 2020, including the
P25.5 bitlion allocation for the DENR

whichis 16 percent higher than the P21.96.

billion it got for this year.

The Senate had already started its
ownreviewof the government’s g
planfornextyearand isexpected tocome
up with its own version of the GAB.

“Wearehoping that the DENRwould
get the same extent of support from the
senatorsjustlike their counterpartsinthe
House when they meet at the bicameral
conference committee,” Cimatu said.
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Senators eye removing housing
component from Pasig River body

he Senate is considering

to cut by more than half

the Pasig River Rehabilita-

tion Commission's (PRRC)
P261.2-million 2020 budget. so it
could focus on cleaning up the Pasig
River.-

The Senate finance subcom-
mittee B on Friday discussed the
PRRC's proposed budget for next
yvear wherein Senator Cynthia Villaz,
finance committee vice chair, decided
to remove the £9.2 million allocated
to the commission for 'housing and
resettlement.

Before this, Sen. Francis Tolen-

tino questioned the competence of
the PRRC over housing matters,
especially that the Department of
Human Setflements and Urban
Development (DHSUD) has already
been created.

Tolentino, who chairs the Senate
committee on housing, urban devel-
opment and resetftlement, earlier
called for the consolidation of hous-
ing funds lodged in various agencies
to the DHSUD's 2020 budget.

"I believe, madam chair, that the
Pasig [River] Rehabilitation Com-
mission has no core competency in
s0 far as housing is concerned. We

" have a newly-created department of

housing under General [Eduardo] del

Rosario, and it is but approprlate to
lodge all housing budget in one de-
partment for purposes of efficiency,"
Tolentino told Villar. a

"I propose you relieve them of the
responsibility of having a housing
component kung di naman nila kaya
at di nila dapat gawin (if they cannot
perform and should nof be doing it),"
he appealed, saying the PRRC's man-
date is to clean the Pasig River.

PRRC officials said the agency
does not distribute housing units, but
is only conducting "social prepara-
tions" before the transfer of informal
settler families living along the Pasig
River.

But Villar, agreeing with Tolen-
tino, found the "social preparations”

unnecesary.

"Ang gusto lang ng mga squatter 'yong

lilipatan doon sa NHA (National Housing
Authority). Iyon lang ang gusto nila. And
then bibigyan mo ng pera to cover yong
kanilang mawawalan sila ng trabaho...
Wala na yan social preparation nako
naman, (Squatters' are only after the
houses where they will be transferred by
the NHA. That's what they only want. And
then we will give them money to cover
their expenses since they would be losing
jobs when they move), " Villar, who will
sponsor the PRRC's 2020 budget, said.
Aside from the P9.2 million housing
funds, Villar also moved for the deletion
of the P136.3-million allocation for the
"design/riverbanks development and
fiood control program” of the PRRC.

The item, she said, falls under the

mandate of the Department of Public
Works and Highways (DPWH).

This way, Villar said the PRRC will

focus on its public information, advocacy
and tourism program, and more impor-
tantly, rehabilitating the Pasig River.

Villar has requested for a meeting with

PRRC officials to specify its programs for
rehabilitating the Pasig River.

Should the two items be deleted in

their budget, the PRRC will be left with
same P116 million in the 2020 budget.

Tolentino, for his part, said the

DPWH, Department of Interior and Local
Government, Department of Transporta-
tion, among other agencies, have agreed
to realign their 2020 housing funds to the
DHSUD.
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554 families now
landowners - DEN

BY LEANDER C. DOMINGO

provinces, highlighting the Lands
Anniversary in September of
this year. There were 31 patents
awarded earlier this year.

Earlier, Environment Secretary
Roy Cimatu ordered all DENR
regional offices and the Land
Management Bureau to conduct
a nationwide HTP in September
in partnership with local govern-
ment units {LGUSs).

Abawag said 337 free patents
were distributéd in Nueva Viz-

¥ B AYOMBONG, Nueva Vizcaya: At least 523
% land titles were distributed, entitling a
k. total of 554 beneficiaries in Cagayan Valley
(Reglon 2) as absolute owners of the land they
have been occupying, according to the Department
of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR).

Lawyer Antonio Abawag,
DENR Region 2 executive direc-
tor, said the land titles under the

DENR’s Handog Titulo Program
{HTP) were distributed on sepa-
rate occasions in the different

cava province, 80 land titles in
Isabela province, 43 in Quirino
province and 55 in Batanes is-
land province.

He said the DENR will con-
tinue the partnership with the
LGUs in the region to facilitate
the processing of land titles.

“We commit to strengthen the
DENR-LGU partnership in pro-
viding secure property rights for
every landowner,” Abawag said.

Corie Corpuz, DENR Region 2

information officer, explained the
HT? aims to expedite the process-
ing and issuance of public land
patents to qualified individuals.
She said the DENR's HTP also
seeks to achieve security of ten-
ure for poverty alleviation and
economic development, and
through the land titles, revenue
collection in the form of real
property taxes increases provid-
ing inclusive economic growth.
Citing Republic Act 10023 or

.‘V..*

the “Residential Free Patent Act,”
Corpuz said any Filipino citizen
who has continuously possessed
and occupied land, either by him-
self or through his predecessor-in-
interest for at least 10 years, may
qualify as a beneficiary.

The law provides for the ju-
dicial disposition of untitled
public alienable and disposable
lands through the more effi-
cient and less costly free patent
process, she added. '



STRATEGIC
& COMMUNICATION
—— INITIATIVES
‘— SERVICE

TITLE :

PAGE 1/

UPPER

LOWER

PAGE | BANNER  EDORIAL CARTOON
STORY STORY

09-29-1g

DATE

ﬂHUﬁﬂMmmm nlplu-
ment of Environment and lt&oﬂi‘-hut

mﬁ;mmﬂ mﬁimwﬂhﬂu
sino-sing ang sangkot sa paghuli, pagbenta at pagbili ng
mmmﬂdihwm

w! usiwmmw
MMMMMWﬁmm



= STRATEG u
§ ComMmuniy

UTPER PAGE } DANNER  EDIORIAL  CARIQOM
ATION ’ STORY STORY
_.....—-ﬂﬂ INITIATIVES TACT WER
w SERVICE 09-29-’ 19
- SALAMIN NG KATOTOHANAN -
TITLE : TAGE |/ DAIE
a

NAKATAMBAK pa-rin sa
isang planta sa Misamis
Oriental ang mga basura
muia sa South Korea.

Ayon sa mga awtoridad,
noong Hunyo pa nakatak-
dang ibalik ang mga basura
ngunit kahapon lamang nag-
simula ang paghahakot ng
mga ito.

Aminado naman si Mis-

amis Oriental Second Dis-~
trict Representative Juliette
Uy na napatagal ang pag-
babalik ng mga basura da-
hil kulang ang pondo para
gawin ito.

Mayroon lamang isang
pribadong kompanya na nag-
alok ng libreng serbisyo para
unti-unti itong maibalik sa
SoKor.

Nangako naman ang port
collector ng Mindanao con-
tainer terminal na si John
Simon na sisikapin nilang
maibalik ang mga basura sa
Oktubre.

Matatandaang  nagbalik
na rin ng basura sa Canada at
ilan pang bansa ang Filipinas
matapos itambak ang mga ito
sa ilang pantalan.
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Iba’t- ibang sektor sa Batangas City

lumahok sa International

Ni JOJO C.
MAGSOMBOL

BATANGS City — Naki-
isa ang Batangas City sa
34" International Coast-
al Clean Up (ICC) kama-
kailan, na may temang
“Bayanihan para sa Ma-
linis na Karagatan at
Katubigan.”

Angmalaking koopera-
syon ng lungsod dito ay
bunsod na rin ng imbitasy-
on at panawaganni Mayor
Beverley Dimacuha sa la-
hat ng sektor ng komu-
nidad na bigyang pansinat
maglaan ng personal na
oras para sa pagpapana-
tiling kalinisan ng baybay-
ing dagat.

Sinimulan ang paglili-
nis bandang ala-sais ng

umaga sa mga coastal ar-
eas na pinili ng mga luma-
hok dito kagaya ng Sitio
Itlugan, Bgy. Cutananapil-
ing linising lugar ng city
government employees sa
pangungunang City Envi-
ronment and Natural Re-
sources QOffice (CENRQO).

Nakatulongng mgaem-
pleyado ang barangay at
Sangguniang Kabataan
officials ng Cuta

Pinangunahan ng
barangay officialsng coast-
al barangays ang paglilinis
sa mga dalampasigan at
baybaying kanilang na-
sasakupan. Naglinis na-
man ng mga kanal, estero
atilang pampublikong ka-
lye ang barangay officials
at residente sa urban at
rural barangays.

Ang mga guro at mag-
aaralay nakiisa rinsaclean
up sa pamamagitan ng pa-
glilinis sa kanilang mgasil-
id-aralan, bakuran ng
paaralan at pakikilahok sa
paglilinis ng barangay. At
ang mga industriyaatbusi-
ness establishments ay na-
glinis sa kanilang paligid.

Layuninng internation-

Coastal Cleanup

al coastdl cleanup na ma-
panatili ang kalinisan ng
mga dalampasigan at ma-

hikayat ang mga
mamamayan na pangala-
gaan ang karagatan kung '
saan ang isang paraan ay
ang pag-iwas sa pag-
tatapon ng mga basura
dito. WithMarie Lualhati.
Batangas City PIO

EDITORIAL  CARTQON
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Dolr leads
mangrove
cleanup drive

The Department of Transpertation (DoTr) and the Philippine
Coast Guard (PCG) worked together in a massive clean-up of the
mangrove area in Barangay Ubihan in Meycauayan, Bulacan last
27 September.

This is part of the concerted efforts of the Philippine
government in line with the International Coastal Clean-Up
Day, a campaign which aims to care and maintain cleanliness
of shores around the world,

Members of the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources, Department of Public Works and Highways, Philippine
National Police, local government of Bulacan and some other
volunteers from the private sector also joined the activity.

Numerous sacks of trash such as plastie, styrofoam, tarpaulin
and other waste materials were removed from the mangrove area.

The DoTr is one with the goal to care for the shores and
raise awareness and discipline of Filipinos to foster love for the
environment. :
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Phl corruption cost

I agree 100 percent with Yorme Isko Moreno when he said that discretion by
government employees in concluding government transactions ultimately leads to

corruption

It seems that ne amount of threat and saber
rattling by our President Rodrigo Roa Duterte (PRRDY)
has curbed corruption in this present administration.
Corruption goes on as usual in government offices as
if the threats and the frustration of PRRD have not
instilted fear ameng corrupt government officials. Our
antiquated system of running the various government
offices breeds corruption to unprecedented levels. No
wonder, according to Transparency International, the
Philippines ranks 99th out of 175 countries in terms. of
corruption. We are a far ¢ry compared to our ASEAN
neighbor Singapore which ranks third out of 175
countries: Ranked 175 as the most corrupt country in
the world is Syria.

According to the Presidential Anti-Corrupticn
Commission (PACC), the Department of Public
Works and Highways (DPWH) is the most corrupt
government agency in the Philippines. Second most
corrupt are the government-owned and controlled
corporations (GOCC). Followed by the Department
of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR).
Fourth is the Department of Finance composed
of the Bureau of -Internal Revenue (BIR) and the
Bureau of Customs (BoC) and tied for fifth are the
Department of Transportation (DoTr) composed of
the Land Transportation Office (LTO) and the Land
Transportation Franchising and Regulatory Board
(LTFRB), Department of Agriculture and the National
Commission on Indigenous People.

It takes two to tange in order for corruption to take
place. There has to be a facetoface meeting between
the parties involved in this nefarious activify: Bemove
the faceto-face meeting in concluding government

transactions and you will see a significant drhp in -

corruption.
I agree 100 percent with “Yorme” Isko Moreno when

he said that discretion by government employees in
concluding government transactions ultimately leads

By doing so, _you avoid,

to corruption. With the removal of face-
toface transactions and discretions in
concluding government fransactions,
corruption will be greatly minimized.
If our government is dead serious
in eurbing corruption, it should use
tools of modern technology that will
do away with faceto-face transactions
and discretion among government
employees. [t was reported that in 2018
alone, our government lost around $10

billion due to corruption. What ceuld 'I'R ANS_ITIONS

Boying Soriano

have gone to funding infrastructure,
education, health and social services
snded up in the pockets of corrupt
government employees and politicians, $10 billion
translates to P500 billion,

With the removal of face-to-face transaetions
and discretions in concluding government
transactions, corruption will be greatly
minimized.

Our national budget for 2019 is P 3.75 trillion.
P500 billion pesos that we lost to corruption in 2018
is equivalent to 13 percent of our 2018 national
budget! If we are to transition from a developing
countryto a developed: counfn; we need to sammsl{
address and 'solve o@r problem of currmﬁnn in
government,

F am almost sure fhat the top ﬂ?e lmmlpt
govbrnmefﬁ agencies are mﬁqumpur.aﬂ These
agencies: should be able.to ﬁuncludé?’govemment ;
I:ranﬂaﬂﬂﬂm via anline ap myé:munﬂ Hind plnffurms

to face Lransactions
and dlsbretiona in providing government services
to the public. You also help decongest the heavy
traffic situation in the metropolis by allewing
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online transactions. No need to travel from your
home to the government office to.transact with
the government.
For example, renewal. of drivers’ licenses and
registration of vehicles can easily be done through
online transactions by the LTQ. This
is one surefire way of getting rid of
fixers in the LTO and the LTFRB.
Same is true for the BIR, businesses
and individuals should be able to
settle their tax ebligations online.
The BoC is z special case.
Face-to-face transactions cannot
be avoided due to the required
visual inspection of goods coming
from abroad.l would like to
take you back to 1986 when our
government engaged the services of
Societe Generale de Surveillance
(8GS) to conduct pre-inspection
of goods being shipped to the
Philippines from the eouniry of origin.
The SGS pre-inspection services involves the
inspection of the goods, measurement of quality

and quantity and most importantly certifying the

actual cost of the goods ahout to be shipped to the
Philippines. This move by our government at that
time professionalized the operations of the BoC.
You cannot import anything from abroad until
you secure a certification from the SGS of the
country of origin that the goods are legal to import
and the right price and quantities ‘are W
Onee the goods arrive in Manila, all you Im'e to
do is to pay the right taxes mmfdmg“ “the
pré—iﬂ$pﬂﬁlun report of the 8G8, .
s transactins with uuat—nms personnel
wergfi vided, the ::i;htaum were collected and
~the shipn

¥ 5 s eaﬁ L time, o
,.the BoC h
Na:?;iuob&ﬂaﬁ?ihumﬂed

tovs i

proposal

“to renew thi Mﬂcas af‘ﬂﬁs t!u;h to 'Irl.uigat'-

consiraints before the House of Represen
What. a flhs:.' reason to reject the proposal to
renew theservices of 8GS! 1t is my belief that the

issioner

F- o

contract of 8GS was not renewed because face-to-
fate transactions in the Bﬂ(} wem eliminated and
taxes to be paid are a.lrauljr predetermmed even
before the shipment arrives in the Philippines,
thus eliminating discretion in the part of customs
examiners.

It will be strong political will, love of country
and the use of modern technology that will
solve our problem of corruption at all levels of
government,

SGS pre-inspection has virtually stopped
smuggling and eorruption in the BoC. And this hurt
smugglers, customs personnel and politicians alike.
SGS pre-inspection of goods bound for the Philippines will
discourage drug smuggling. This is a major bonus
in our fight against illegal drugs.

By engaging SGS to conduct pre-inspection of
all cargoes bound for the Philippines, it will be
its responsibility that illegal drugs bound for the
Philippines are flagged by SGS in its country of
origin. Smuggling in all of its forms is stopped with
the SGS pre-inspection system.

India, through its current prime minister,
Narenda Modi, took a bold step in using modern
technology to curb corruption. Today, all government
transactions in India are done online and payment
of fees emanating from such transactions are
paid via credit or debit card. Cash transactions
are prohibited. By eliminating cash payments
and using the internet to conduct government
transactions, corruption ingovernment has been
greatly minimized.

At the endnfﬂmdag it-will be stmng political will,
love of couniry and the use of modern téchnology that
will golve our problem of corruption at all levels of
wﬁenﬁ. These pomh will amount to nothing

nothing will be done to prevent cormplmn from-
happenlng Political will and love of country go hand-
inhand. We cannot claim that we love our country if
we do niot exercise political will in rinning the affairs
of our country. '
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