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BAH SA
'REKLAMASYON
APRUB

ANG pag-ban sa reklamasyon
sa Laguna Bay ay napapana-
hon.

Ang mga reklamasyon ay
kumikitil sa Manila Bay at lu-
malabag sa kautusan ng Kor-
~ te Suprema na nagdeklarang
kinakailangang buhayin ang
parte ng karagatan na ito.

Tunay naman kasing lub-
hang naabuso na ang Manila
Bay at tuluyan na sanang
' namatay ito kung hindi inaksi-
yunan ng administrasyon ang
paglilinis dito.

~ Higit sa isang libong ektar-
ya ang napipintong i-reclaim
sa Manila Bay na kinatataku-
tang maglulubog sa Kamay-
nilaan sa mga mas matinding
pagbaha.
Bukod pa rito, ang nga in-
formal settler na nakapalibot
-sa Manila Bay ay nararapat na
ring ilipat ng tirahan.

)..
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. biodegradable wastes into or-

D TUBA NIGKEL ADOPTS DOST'S INNOVATIVE SOIL CONDITIONING TECHNOLOGY

Rio Tuba Nickel (RTN) is first
in the mining industry to im-
plement the use of DOST'’s
bioreactor  that = converts

ganic fertilizers and soil con-
ditioners.

RTN, a subsidiary of Nick-
el Asia Corp. (NAC), adopts
this innovative soil condi-

tioning technology through
DOST’s technology transfer

program. ;
According to DOST project
Supervisor, Dr. Myra L.

Tansengco, Ph.D., the princi-
ple behind the bioreactor de-
veloped by DOST-ITDI is to
promote efficient solid waste
management practices in the

 communities to comply with

RAgQ003. Ll

DOST’s Bioreactor at the RTN facility can process 500 kilq§ of

waste materials that will produce the same amount of

fertilizers and soil conditioners.

“RTN is the first mining

company to use the fertilizer
and soil conditioner from this
bioreactor for their rehabilita-

, tion programs and for use in

the communities,” says Dr.
Tansengco. Ll

~ The Ecological Solid Waste
Management Act of 2000 or
RA 9003 was signed into law
in 2001. It is the legal frame-
work for a:systematic, com-
prehensive, and ecological
solid waste management pro-
gram in the Philippines.

. Almost 20 years after
RAg9o03 became a law, the
challenge continues to be on

how to enforce proper waste

'segregation in the communi-
ties, :
Engr. David L. Herrera, Se-

‘nior Science Specialist at the
DOST, explains that the chal-

lenge is still for the barangay-

level folks to be able to visual-
ize how solid waste can be

useful, for the individual and
for the community as a whole,

in order for them to be really
serious about waste segrega-

tion. ‘ :
“We are banking on RTN's

community relations compe-

tency. I believe that if the
barangay folks can distinctly

understand how wastes are

converted into useful materi-

als, waste segregation will be’
easy to enforce,” explains En-

gr. Herrera.

“RTN is proud to be first in
the mining industry to run

this bioreactor, it-gives us the

integrity to compel the com-
munity to segregate house-
hold wastes. We are commit-
ted to educate the barangays
on how solid wastes from
their homes and backyards,
when handled properly, can
_contribute to the protection of
the environment and help re-
duce environment degrada-
tion,” explains Wilbern Blitz
Paeste, RTN’s Mining Tech-
. nology and Geosciences Coor-
dinator.

RTN hopes that the people
in the communities can envi-
sion how their daily house-
hold wastes can actually help
grow plants and help make
more productive the soils in
the mine site in preparation
for rehabilitation.

‘”
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PH nickel ore output up 3% in Hl " 4
Firm to develop new mine

ANILA (Reuters)
— Marcventures
Holdings, Inc. said
on Tuesday it plans
to develop and put a new mine
into commerecial operation by
2021, as the Philippine nickel
ore producer seeks to take ad-
vantage of Indonesia’s ban on
exports of the raw material.
Indonesia has decided to
stop nickel ore exports from
Jan. 1, 2020, two years earlier
than initially flagged as it speeds

up efforts to process more of its

resources at home.

The mid-sized miner
is looking to develop its
BrightGreen mining property
adjacent to its active mine in
Surigao del Sur province in
the Philippines’ nickel mining
region of Caraga, according to
Mareventures President Isidro
Alcantara.

“We will develop it next year
and that will probably take a
year to complete,” he said in an
interview on the sidelines of a
Philippine mining conference.
“Hopefully, the Indonesian ban
stays permanently,” Alcantara

- told Reuters.

Philippine nickel miners
are likely to ramp up their ore
production when a new mining
season starts by April next year,

he said, echoing the outlook of
other industry executives.

Last year, the Philippines
was the second-biggest nickel
ore supplier to China, next to
Indonesia. In the first half of 2019,
the Philippines became China’s
top source of the material used
in stainless steel and batteries,
and will likely maintain that
status nextyear.

The Southeast Asian nanons o
nickel ore output rose a modest
3% in the first half of 2019 on
a year-on-year basis, despite
zero production at more than

~ half the country’s nickel mines,

government data showed on
Tuesday.

Alcantara urged the
government to support the
local nickel mining industry’s
expansionbylifting amoratorium
on processing of new mining
permits that has been in place
since 2012.

The government has said
the moratorium will not be
lifted until a new mining tax
legislation is passed, which will
increase state revenues from
mineral resources.

“We need to reverse some
of the old policies. We need to
expand in anticipation of the
Indonesian ban,” % ‘Alcantara

said.

1 1 SEDPME?[HQ



~ .

e——
—
e

TITLE :

STRATEGIC
COMMUNICATION
INITIATIVES
SERVICE

BusinessWord

i

PAGE 1/

PAGE

UPPER PAGE 1 BANNER  EDITORIAL CARTOON
STORY STORY

LOWER

11 SEP 219

DATE




AP it T .

A

m._ﬂ"""" INITIATIVES
,__,'—-r SERVICE

STRATEGIC

TITLE

COMMUNICATION

Busmeslerror

el L L L

PAGE 1
STORY

IJFPER

B5

PAGE WER

NANMER
STORY

EDITORIAL  CARTOON

SEP 2013

FAGE 1/

DATE

Foe

’

Elusive pot of gold: Small-;cale mining sans Minahang Bayan faces bleak future

BY JONATHAN L. MayuGa
¥ @jonlmayuga

continue to face a bleak future without
“Minahang Bayan.”

Assmall-scale mining operations outside
MinahangBayanareillegal, the Department
of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR) is stepping up the processing of
Minahang Bayan applications to legalize
their operation.

Therearearound 300,000 to0 500,000
small-scale minersin the countrybased
on estimates provided by various sourc-
es, including the DENR, which remain
vastly unregulated.

In 2015, the DENR, then under Secre-
tary Ramon J. P. Paje, signed Department
Administrative Order (DAO) 2015-3, which
revises theimplementingrulesand regula-
tions of Republic Act 7076, or the People's
Small-Scale Mining Act of 1991, which will
allow the government to improve the reg-
ulation of small-scale mining, including
the sale of gold to the Bangko Sentral ng
Pilipinas (BSP).

Theguideline for small-scalemininglimits
activities to theextraction of mineralsmainly
gold, within a declared Minahang Bayan and
centralizes processing in a minerals process-
ingzone withina Minahang Bayan area. This
way, the government will be able to better
monitor gold production by small-scale min-
ers, who have been suspected of selling their
gold to theblack market to avoid paying taxes
to the government. The practice reportedly
resulted in the steep drop in the annual BSP
gold purchases.

S MALL-SCALE miningin the Philippines

Small-scale mining contributes around 70
percent to the country's total gold output.

From its 2010 total gold output of 40,847
kilograms, the country’s annual production
dropped to only 18,423 kg in 2014, with only
633 kg coming from small-scale mining, or
3.43 percent, of the total.

The BSP purchases gold from small-scale
miners in accordance with the small-scale
mining law.

The BSP only has five existing buying sta-
tions located in Quezon City Baguio City,
Davao City, Zamboanga City and Naga City.

However, the lack of Minahang Bayan
continues to trouble small-scale miners.

According to DENR Undersecretary
Analiza R. Teh, the DENR, through the
Mines and Geosciences Bureau (MGB) is
processing applications submitted by the
provinces. There are also applications for
Minahang Bayan at DENR Regional Offices.

So far, MGB records reveal that from

just three declared Minahang Bayan in -

2015, there are now a total of 29 DENR-
approved Minahang Bayan, 21 of which
arelocated in Mindanao. Eleven of these
Minahang Bayan were approved under
Environment Secretary Roy A. Cimatu.

Because oflack of Minahang Bayan where
small-scalemining, including the processing
of minerals are supposed to be conducted,
miners continue to conduct “kamote min-
ing,” or mineral ore digging in previously
condemned mine tunnels.

In the Caraga region alone, there are 465
illegal small-scale mining operations and
87 illegal mineral processing plants. This is
because of the fact that there are only three
declared Minahang Bayan and only one

approved mineral processing plant in the
region. There are also 19 Minahang Bayan
applications pending for approval, while so
far, 25 applications have been denied.

The processing of gold by small-scale
miners is also causing serious environ-
mental problems as many of them con-
tinue to use cyanide and mercury which
are prohibited by law.

Small-scale miners make use of their
backyard to process gold. Aside from mer-
cury being emitted into the atmosphere, the
mine wastes are indiscriminately dumped in
makeshift mine tailings, finding their wayin
nearby water bodies.

The Department of Science and Technol-
ogy (DOST), through the Philippine Council
forIndustry, Energy, and Emerging Technol-
ogy Research and Development (PCIEERD)
under its Engineering Research and De-
velopment program, in partnership with
the University of the Philippines College
of Engineering—Department of Mining,
Metallurgical and Materials Engineering
(DMME) led by Dr. Herman D. Mendoza,
has developed an environmentally friendly
gold-processing technologyand constructed
so far four facilities as early as 2016.

However, these facilities, which are
ready for technology transfer, have no
takers until now.

Inan earlierinterview, PCIEERD Executive
Director Enrico C. Paringit said this could be
because of budget constraint or lack of finan-
cial capacity to buy or lease the facilities.

The facilities called Community-Led In-
tegrated Non-Mercury Non-Cyanide Gold
Extraction Method designed to be a sustain-
able and practical extraction alternative to

L

amalgamation and cyanidation.

Aside from improving the efficiency of
gold production throughout the field test-
ing, the technology also addresses proper
waste treatment.

Field testing is ongoing but Paringit
said the facilities are ready for transfer
to users. These facilities are in Benguet,
Camarines Norte, Compostela Valley and
Caraga region.

Thefacilityin Itogon, Benguet, already has
a processing capacity of up to 10 metric tons
of ore per batch.

InRegion11,D0OST11,and UP Diliman
have already forged a partnership with
the Provincial Government of Compostela
Valley, Municipality of Nabunturan, Ba-
rangay Katipunan, Nabunturan Integrat-
ed Miners Development Cooperative, and
Compostela Valley State College for the
project, located at Barangay Katipunan,
Nabunturan, CompostelaValley province.

The other facilities are still waiting to be
tapped by potential users.

In an earlier interview, Mendoza said an-
other hurdle is the fact that there are no de-
clared Minahang Bayan where the facilities
are located.

“We have the technology and the facil-
ity. Now it is time for the government to iden-
tify areas where the miners can extract the
minerals,” he said.

Gold production from small-scalemining
constituteabouthalf of the country’sannual
gold output, but the decline of small-scale
mining’s contribution has led authorities
to believe that the drop in BSP gold buy is
due to the fact that small-scale miners are
avoiding taxes.
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- Secrecy hovers over mining audit outcome

Those Who question the contmued opacity of the mmmg sector’s
performance audit ﬁndmgs have to direct their queries to Malacanang

instead

The Department of the Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR) on Tuesday
resisted from making public the results of the
two-year old third-party audit of mining firms
whose assessment of compliance to regulatory
strictures are at various stages of evaluation,
suspension or even cancellation at present.

At the Mining Philippines 2019

International Conference and Exhibition at

Sofitel Philippine Plaza in Pasay City, DENR
Undersecretary Analiza Teh, who steers the
agency's Climate Change Service and Mining
Concerns unit, acknowledged the Mining
Industry Coordinating Council or MICC is
prevented from making full disclosure of the
results of the performance audit due to its
“recommendatory nature.”

“As to why the DENR has not disclosed
the information, we proposed this because
several companies have requested for a copy
of the full report and the MICC, pursuant to
an executive order on the right to information
and state policy on full disclosure, there’s
a pr(msxon there thd.t b ause we have

________

THE mmmg sector‘s contnbu'non to local output growth measured as the gross domestic product amo

submitted the report to the Office of the
President, and it is recommendatory in
nature, we cannot disclose the full report,”
Teh told reporters as she exited the event.

Those who question the continued
opacity of the mining sector’s performance
audit findings have to direct their queries to
Malacafiang instead, she indicated.

But Teh also said the mining companies
covered by the report “may request copies
of the report on case-to-case basis.”

“We are very cautious because the report
of the third party involves confidential
information gathered from the mining
companies,” the official reiterated.

Teh's response bothers stakeholders
who fear that without full disclosure the
continued viability of the mining companies
may be at peril. °

Teh herself noted the performance of
the mining and quarrying sector grew by
only 1.3 percent in 2018 in the wake of a
series of closure or suspension orders by
then Environment Secretary Gina Lopez. The

unted to only P1 07.8 blllion or only 0.6 percent of GDP

sector s contribution to local output growth,
measured as the gross domestic product,
amounted to only P107.8 billion or only 0.6
percent of GDP.

“This is considerably low given the
abundance of mineral resources and potential
to contributed to development,” she said.

She also said some progress have been
achieved just the same given that of the 13

mining firms who appealed for reconsideration,

one suspension order had been lifted, three
mineral production sharing agreement were
ca.nceled, one failed to make the threshold
and nine still have to complete the payment of
fines, penalties and the adoption of corrective
measures.

Teh a.lso acknowledged compliance to,
regulatory strictures could prove lengthy for
the mining firms but claimed this could be
accelerated by “prompt compliance.”

- “Isthis bureaucratic?” she asked rhetonca]ly

Teh sajd the government hired technical
people to conduct the audit: “We rely on them.”

Still, stakeholders complain that as long

 as the audit results are not made public, the

truth about the continued effective closure
of mmmg companies, official claims to the
cantra.ry notmthstandmg, could not be

: _ Jun Vallecera
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PH to gain from Indonesia export ban

BY JED MACAPAGAL

THE Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources
(DENR) said the Philippines will
not follow Indonesia’s plan to
ban expott of nickel ore and sees
Jakarta’s move as an opportunity
for local ore.

“Right now, there is no plan
(to copy that regulation.) If
Indonesia bans its exports, that
will be an opportunity for the
Philippines to be the primary
source (of metal ores),” said
Analiza Teh, DENR undersec-
retary.

Teh told reporters at the side-
lines Mining Philippines 2019
conference in Pasay City yesterday
the DENR’s main concern is to
ensure mining companies comply
with the environmental and social
safeguards.

“We would like to strengthen
the monitoring and enforcement
capabilities so that we can really
make sure mining companies will
be able to comply with the provi-
sions,” she added.

View of a nickel mine site in Sta. Cruz, Zambales. (Reuters file photo)

Indonesia will stop exporting
nickel ore starting next year and
will process more locally.

Local nickel mines are poised
to increase ote production next

year. The Philippines currently has
29 active nickel miners and two
processing plants.

Nickel is used to produce stain-
less steel and batteries. '
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Nickel
output
up 3%

NICKEL ore output in the Philip-
pines, one of the world’s two big-
gest producers of the matetial for
stainless steel and batteties, rose
3 percent in the first half despite
zeto production at more than half
the country’s mines, government
data showed,

The Philippines, which sells
most of its nickel ore to top buyer
China, produced 11.31 million dry
metric tons of the material be-
tween Januaty and June, compared
with 11.01 million tons in the same
period last year, the Mines and
Geosciences Bureau (MGB) said
on Tuesday.

A series of government-initiated
audits on the industry’s compliance

with environmental regulations

disrupted the miners’ operations,
with some of them suspended from
operations until corrective measures
have been made.

Sixteen of the Philippines’ 31
nickel mines reported zero output
due to either maintenance shutdown
or suspension of operations for envi-
ronmental and other offences, it said.

The operating mines also pro-
duced 43,363 tons of mixed nickel-
cobalt sulfide during the six-month
period, up 2 percent from the Janu-
ary-June 2018 volume, the MGB said
in its quarterly industry performance
report.

The Philippines is 2018’ second-
biggest nickel ore producer, next to

Indonesia, the MGB said, citing data
from the United States Geological
Survey. ; :

i The Philippines is now the world’s
top nickel ore producer, according
to Fitch Solutions Macro Research.

The MGB said the country’s
operating nickel mines managed to
modestly increase ore output despite

lackluster prices in the first half.
Prices of nickel in both the Lon-
don Metal Exchange and Shanghai
Futures Exchange had rallied before
and after Indonesia’s announcement,
and the MGB and local miners be-
lieve prices will remain supported
in the coming years due to supply
constraints. — Reuters ‘
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ALOKASYON N,

SIMIBHS 30CMS
HMII'II.ISMIIIEISWH

IBINALIK ng } Nénonaj Water
Resources Board (NWRB)
ang kanilang dating alokas-
yon na 4OCMS 53 unang
araw ng Setyembre 2019 sa
Metropolitan Wa)elworksand

sa maa ki

Manila Water at Maynilad :

ngunit mananatili sa 36cms

metro kubiko bawat segundo

aokasjonang paltupadpe-

Base sa ulat, ang antas
ngtubigsa Damaylmar

18372metm

Sep-
tember 9, 2019, (8 00am),
dahll sa malqlgs ang buhos

Kdiapon tSqatenbeﬂO)

nmaasmuhangantasngm-'

big ng Angat Dam ng halos

isang metro, mula sa 183.72
naging184.64. -

Samantala.aanglebelng

. DAM LEV

tubig sa Ipo Dam at La Mesa
sa loob ng dalawang araw.
Umabot na sa 101.00m spill-
ing level ang Ipo Darm.

IPO DAM LA MESA DAM
September 9, 2019
101.00m .
September 10,2019
101.0lm - 77.37Tm

77.32m

Ayon kay Dr. Sevillo Da-

vid, Jr. Executive Director ng

NWHB Sangayon, ang lebel

ng tubig sa Angat Dam ay
mahigit na sa minimum ope-
rating level na 180 meters,
ngunit, mababa pa rin kung

ikukumpara sa normal high

water level (NHWL) na 210 .

meters, malayo parinsaend
of the year target na 212

“Hinihikayat namin ang
publiko na mag-ipon ng tu-
big sa panahon ng tag-ulan
upang makabawas sa pa-

ANG |

NYONG

LINGKC

‘ngangailangan ng tubigmula.
sa Angat dam af tumulong sa - requi

pagbawi at maitaas muli ang
lebel ng tubig nito para may

mgammayosastmnod na

.kasnaulansamayNomga—'

ray Bulacan, tataas ang lebel
ng tubig hanggang sa mala-

‘pamsan ang 212 NHWL,

upang may sapat na tubig ta-

'yong magagamit para sa ta- ‘
ong 2019 hanggang sapana-
hon ngtag-initbiglang pagha-
~ handasataong2020.

-00000-
LIBRENG PAGLILINIS NG
SEPTIC TANK! HUWAG
SAYANGIN ANG
PAGKAKATAON!
Magbibigay ang West

_Zone concessionaire May-

nilad Water Services, Inc.

pag-

(Maynilad) ng serbisyong
lilinis ng septic tank ngayong
September para sa mga cus-
tomer sa mga piling lugar ng
jang bayad: ' -

Kasama sa mga serbis-

yong binabayaran sa May-
 nilad ang pagpapalinis ng sep-
. fictank. :

Paras&mgag.xdu‘gmag-
pa-schedule ng desludgingng

bas), Kailangan wala ka-
yong outslarﬂ!g balance sa
inyong bill.

; 2.) Dapat ay hindi pa na- -
. lilinis ng Maynilad ang inyong
septic tank sa loob ng 57

years.

3.) Para sa mga custo-
mers samga lugarnanabang-
- git, maaari kayong maki-
pag-coordinate sa

: inyong request.

‘Ang mga interesado nito

" aymaaaring tumawag sa nu-

merong 1626, para magtanong

aﬂf

kung paano at kung ano ang
-mga kailangan. Ang mga
 karagdagang impormasyon
tungkol sa Maynilad at sa ka-
nilang serbisyo ay makiki-
ta sa wwwmaymladwater

I MAGPASTPSIP NG INYONG &
INSERTIC TANK SA MAYNILADY
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contaminants and cli
~the environment. A
Wastewater treatment or management Isa vita
" means of conserving the world's most important

natural resource. With water pollution becoming more

challenging to be mitigated, wastewater treatment

is essential. In fact, the United Nations stated in 2017

that 80% of the world's wastewater, and over 95%

in some least developed countries, is released to the

environment without treatment.

Concerning wastewater management in the
Philippines, much has been started and yet much
more needs to be done. Notably, it started in 1995,
when the Public Private Partnership center urged
the government to transfer the burden of handiing
water supply and sanitation infrastructure to the
private sector. Also, according to Metropolitan Water
and Sewerage Systems, Inc., there was less than 8%
sewer coverage and minimal septage treatment at
those times.

To address these concerns, concession agreements
that created Manila Water Company, Inc. (MWCI) and
Maynilad Water Services, Inc. (MWSI) were signed
for a 25-year period in 1997, and have since been
extended for an additional 15 years. The agreements
entail ensuring 100% wastewater collection and
treatment for Metro Manila.

Furthermore, the treatment of wastewaters
is also upheld in the Clean Water Act of 2004, It
directs the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) to implement a wastewater
charge system “jn all management areas including
the Laguna Lake Region and Regional Industrial

Exportiﬁg Cuunlrles.

- In terms of h'eirtmeat facliilles, OFID’s report. ncted
that “more than 58 decentralized treatment plants were

constructed (in addition to the existing central
plants), seeking low operation costs and the m :
potential for energy production while ensurmg eﬂlueat
standards were met.”

It also stated that in.Metro Manila, "1596 of
the population is connected to sewer networks
and 85% have access to on-site sanitation (septic
tanks), of which 44% of the fecal sludge and
effluent is safely managed.” Y

Amid these measures and developments, however,
there is still angoing concern about the Iack of
wastewater management,

Christian Walder, an urban development
specialist (water supply and sanitation) at the
Asian Development Bank (ADB), wrote in an article
published in ADB’s website last year that megacities

like Metro Manila still do not have adequate sanitation. -

and wastewater treatment regardless of important
appearances of progress. It is estimated that
more than 11 million of Metro Manila’s population is
using on-site sanitation facilities and that there are
more than two million septic tanks installed in the
Philippines’ capital region,” he added.

The World Bank, meanwhile, stated that Metro

- 65.42% of the loan facility:
- offered by the World Bank.

. of ADB emphasized that -

He cited a treatment plant in Bifian City,

- populated area and has applied a

_requires less energy and produces less

- December 2018 that

November fast year, the MWMP. -
was 73% complete and it absorbed. |

In addition, Mr. Walder

innovative solutions for
wastewater treatment.cities
and communities can leapfrag Y
wastewater management challenges.

Laguna as an‘example.
© “The facility is located in a densely

nature-based technology — comprised ;
of plants, microorganisms, biofilms,and
engirieered media — to break down the
wastewater in a biological process that

sludge compared to a conventional
centralized treatment plant,” he
explained. — Adrlan Paul B. Conoza

Manila generates about two million cubic meters of
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PHOTO FROM PRRC FACEBOCOK PAGE

By Julie M. Aurelio
@]MAureliolNQ

President Duterte on Tuesday
said he had sacked the chief of
the commission tasked with re-
habilitating the Pasig River “for

corruption” and joked that he

would throw the dismissed offi-
cial into its murky waters.

In a speech in Malacanang,
the President confirmed an ear-
lier statement by his spokesper-
son Salvador Panelo that he
fired Jose Antonio Goitia as ex-
ecutive director of the Pasig
River Rehabilitation Commis-
sion (PRRC).

"Thls PRRC [head], IJust dlS-
missed him. He’s a presidential
appointee. When you go out-
side, you will see hlm, Mr
Duterte said.

“I tied an anchor to hm:L I will
dump him into the Pasig River to
fatten the tilapia there,” he said in
a speech at the award ceremony
for the 2019 Outstanding Govern-
ment Workers held in the Palace.

In a statement, the PRRC said
that as of Monday it had already
“abided with the orders of the
Office of the President of the
Philippines in the changes in
leadership of the commission.”

“Interim officials are al-
ready in place,” itadded.

Panelo gave no details re-

garding any alleged wrongdoing
by Goitia, saying only that his dis-
missal was “pursuant to the Pres-
ident's continuing mandate to
eradicate graft and corruption.”
He said sacking Goitia was
meant to “ensure that public of-
ficials and employees conduct
themselves in a manner worthy
of public trust.” y
“We hope that this shall serve
as another example that this ad-
ministration does not—and will
never—tolerate corrupt prac-
tices in the bureaucracy and in
public service,” Panelo added.
Goitia did not immediately

‘respond to the Inquirer’s re-

quest for comment.

sacks Pa5|g Illver

In June, he vowed never to
tolerate any irregular transac-
tions in his agency after he was
chided by some groups that the
PRRC failed to complete some
projects despite its hefty Pio7-
million budget for 2018.

Goitia denied the allegations
and assured the public that the
PRRC was strict in monitoring
the progress of its rehabilitation
projects for Metro Manila's wa-
terways.

Malacanang directed Goitia
to turn over all official docu-
ments, papers and properties in
his possession to the Office of
the Deputy Executive Director

for Finance and Administrative

Services of the PRRC.
His dismissal was the most

recent shakeup in the agency

that was established to lead the
revival of the once biologically
dead river.

Through an adrmmstratwe
order issued by Malacafiang on
Aug. 28 but made public-only
last week, Mr. Duterte ordered
the transfer of the PRRC’s top
post to Environment Secretary
Roy Cimatu. :
~ The post, which was shared
with the general manager of
the Metropolitan Manila De-
velopment Autharity, was pre-
viously held by the secre-
tary of the Department of

Budget and Management.

In his speech, Mr. Duterte
joked that the Pasig River was
teeming with fish and that it’s
not true that Filipinos did not
have anything to eat.

“If you say Pinoys don't
have food, it’s not true. The sol-

L R e

diers there, they just fish in the
Pasig ... If it's simply bacteria,
it's delicious,” he said. “If
there’s nothing else left, T will
have a party here. I w111 call it
the Tilapia Festival.”

He admitted that he ap-
pomted those who helped him
win the 2016 premdenual elec-
tions, many of whom were
from Davao City where he was
mayor for over 20 years.

Mr. Duterte lamented that
it was very difficult to look for
honest men to appoint to gov-
ernment posts.

“Ttook in several Davaoenos,
but they messed up. I will re-
move another person, though
not corrupt,” the President said.
The unidentified official is re-
portedly handing an economic
office. —WITH A REPORT FROM JHES-
SET 0.ENANO INQ
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te fires Pasig
iver rehab body hea

BY CATHERINE S. VALENTE

RESIDENT Rodrigo Duterte has
fired Pasig River Rehabilitation

Commission

(PRRC) Executive

Director Jose Antonio Goitia due to
allegations of corruption, Malacanang
announced on Tuesday.

In a statement, Palace spokes-
man Salvador Panelo said the rea-
son for the termination of Goitia's
appointment was in line with the
President’s “continuing mandate
to eradicate graft and corruption.”

“The Palace announces the termi-

nation of the appointment of Mr. Jose

Antonio E. Goitia as the executive di-
rector of the Pasig River Rehabilitation
Commission,” Panelo said.

“The termination is made pur- .

suant to the President’s continuing
mandate to eradicate graft and cor-

ruption, and to ensure that public
officials and employees conduct
themselves in a manner worthy of
public trust,” he added.

Panelo advised Goitia, who
was appointed by the President
in 2017, “to turn over all official
documents, papers and properties
in his possession to the Office of
the Deputy Executive Director for
Finance and Administrative Ser-
vices of the Commission.”

“We hope that this shall serve
as another example that this ad-
ministration does not — and will
never — tolerate corrupt practices
in the bureaucracy and in public
service,” he added.

The termination came days after

Duterte signed Executive Order 90,
transferring the chairmanship of the-
rehabilitation body to the Depart-
ment of Environment and Natural
Resources from the Department of
Budget and Management.

The PRRC was formed through
an executive order signed by for-
mer president Joseph Estrada on
Jan. 6, 1999.

Under the Estrada-era order, the
budget secretary and the Metro-
politan Manila Development Au-
thority (MMDA) general manager
shall exercise co-chairmanship of
the commission.

The MMDA, under Duterte’s
latest order, will retain co-chair-
manship of the PRRC.
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Goitia dahil umano sa

- korapsyon,

Inihayag ito ng pa-
ngulo sa awarding cere-

mony para sa 2019 Out-

and Employees o Dangal
ng Bayan awardees na

ginanap sa Malacafiang

Martes nang gabi.

“I just dismissed

him. Paglabas niyo
ngayon, nandiyan siya
_sa_labas. Tinalian ko
ko itong ptang i*ang
ito sa Pasig River para
tumaba lalo ang tila-

pia,” sabi ng Pangulo, -
(0}

Sinabi ng Pangul
L S—— —

Rehabilitation Commis-  ng,
sion (PRRC) Executive

Director Jose Antonio ngs

FEVERG

ilalagay siya sa Bureay

- of Customs at 1 ghi-

mga taong konektado
sa Aduana.
- “Lahat sila, inuna ko

lang siya. He has been

floating na

ilagay ko sa Cusmmsm;%
Pera sa connected sa
Customs. He is telling
‘people that he will be
~ appointed a5 Customs

collector. Pinapasilip ko
/ur g'.hé‘j;_ t my inten-
ton is to wipe them all.
Top offiefals,” anang
Ping/Prince Golez)

na opisyal na
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Experts say it's the worst
outbreak in years.

Dubbed “breakbone fever,”
dengue is one of the world's
leading mosquito-borne illness-
es and infects tens of millions
across the globe annually.

Around half of the planet's
populatlon live in at-risk'areas,
mainly in Latin America, Afnca
and Asia.

So what is dengue, how does
it spread, and how can it be con-
tained? £«

Dengue is transrmtted mam
ly by ‘the Aedes aegypti
mosquito, which thrives in
densely populated tropical cli-
mates and breed in stagnant
pools of water. :
{ P

Driving factors g!

The mosquitoes pick up the
virus from infected humans,
even asymptomatic ones, and
pass it along to other people
through bites. e

Infections have steadily
climbed across the globe since

the 1970s due to rising tempera-

tures and irregular monsoon
rains linked to climate change,
which allow for 1dea1 mosqmto

.cities
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| SOUTHEAST ASIA RAVAGED

Climate change,
urbanization

spur outbreaks

" HANOI/NHA TRANG, VIETNAM—
Hundreds dead in the Philippines; a
threefold increase of cases in Vietnam;
hospitals overrun in Malaysia, Myanmar

and ' Cambodia—dengue

is ravaging

Southeast Asia this year due in part to
~ 1ising temperatures and low immunity

tornew strams

breeding conditions.

~ Dengue is mostly found in
crowded areas, and breakneck
urbanization across the globe has
helped the virus thrive, especially
in fast-growing megacities like
Manila, Rio de Janeiro, Ho Chi
Minh City and Tegucigalpa.

A massive boom in interna-
tional travel and trade has also
expanded dengue’s footprint,
allowing the virus to be carried
across the globe in a matter of
hours.

Once confined mostly to
in tropical climates,
dengue is now found in at least
125 countries across the world,
with around 100 million infect-
ed every year, according to the
journal Nature Microbiology.

Even the widespread use of
plastics has contributed as
things like garden pots and
takeout containers collect wa-
ter, creating perfect breedmg
pools for mosquitoes.

Its grim nickname comes
from dengue’s intense flu-like
symptoms: severe headache,
pain behind the eyes, full-body
aches, high fever, nausea, vom-
iting, swollen glands or rash.

Four strains
~ It's most serious and deadly
in children, especnally young

PROMISING RESULTS A bagof mosqultos is held for
examination by a field worker from the World Mosquito
Program, a nongovernmental orgamzat:on that has pioneered
the Wo!bachia method of flghtmg dengue in Vietnam. —AFp

girls, though scientists don't
know why.

" -Contracting one of dengue’s
 four strains gives immunity on-
ly to that particular one. Picking
up a different strain, called a
serotype, later usually causes a
worse infection than the first.

With no known treatment,

~ doctors can only help to ease

the virus’ brutal symptoms,

which can last weeks and often
renders patients completely

immobile.

The disease is cyclical. Dra-
matic outbreaks occur every
few years, but climate change is
believed to have contributed to
a spike in cases in 2019, with July
clocked as the warmest on

record.

“Extremely warm tempera-

tures we’ve seen this year” like-
ly facilitated its spread, Rachel

Lowe, assistant professor at the
London School of Hygxene &
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- Tropical Medicine, told AFP.

Dengvaxia ban in PH

In Southeast Asia insecticide
fogging is commonly used to
kill mosquitoes, but they usual-
ly return after a few days, and
insects can quickly become re-
sistant to the chemicals.

A controversial vaccine de-
veloped by French pharmaceu-
tical firm Sanofi Pasteur has
been greenlit for use in 21 coun-
tries and the European Union

- butit’s far from perfect.

« globe,

I

The Philippines was one of
the first countries to use the
vaccine, called Dengvaxia, in a
mass immunization program,
but its fumbled rollout in 2016.
has been blamed for the deaths
of dozens of children and led to
its eventual ban.

" Wolbachia method

Several countries are also
trialing the so-called Wolbachia
method. First trialed in north-
ern Australia, it’s been tested in
nine countries around the
including in Vietnam
where early results are promis-

The World Mosquito Pro-
gram (WMP) pioneered the
meth'od where male and female
Aedes aegypti mosquitoes are

?

o band 2 h i

Q[Jwr

Out~br eak

infected with the disease—reéis-

leased into the wild.
In a matter of weeks, baby
mosquitoes are born carrying
Wolbachia, which acts as a dis-
ease buffer for the bugs making
it harder for them to pass on not
only dengue, but Zika, chikun-
gunyaand yellow fever.
Since the trials, dengue cas-
es are down 86 percent in Vinh
a crowded
dengue-prone district in south-

Luong,

ern Vietnam.

mosquitoes

“tant bacteria before being re-

Wolbachia was first discov-
ered by scientists in the 1920s in

living in

the

drainage system beneath the
Harvard University School of

 Public Health,

Found in 60 percent o&all in-

sect species ‘including dragon-

flies, fruit flies and moths, the
bacteria was mostly ignored un-
til the 1970s when resean:hers
discovered it could be used to
prevent the spread of disease by

bugs.

Other groups, %‘dcluding in
Smgapore and Malaysxa, are us-

- ing Wolbachia but only in male

mosquitoes who render female

eggs infertile—a
aims to suppress the

population, which rarel ‘,lasts
—AFP
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T0 ADAPT—GLOBAL REPORT

PARIS—Nations rich and poor
must im{est now to protect
against  destructive climate
change impacts already in the
pipeline or pay an even heavier
price later, a global commission
led by former UN head Ban Ki-
moon warned on Tuesday. '
Spendmg $1.8 trillion across
five key areas over the next
decade would not only help
buffer the worst. impacts of
global warming but could gen-

erat;b more than $7 trillion in net
benefits, the report from the
+"Global Commission on Adapta-
“ion argued

"GlobaL actmns to slow cli-
mate change are promlsmg but
1nsufﬁc1ent. the report con-
cluded. “We must invest in a
massive effort to adapt to con-

- ditions that are now inevitable.”

Investing now in early warning
systems, climate-resistant in-
frastructure, mangrove protec-

AERANC L ARl S Ll e

tion, better agru:ulture and im-
proving fresh water resources
would pay for itself several
times over, it said.
Mangroves—tropical tldal
water forests—protect, for ex-
ample, against storm surges and
act as nurseries for commercial
fisheries, but at least'a third of"
them globally have been uproot-
ed for tourism or aquaculture.
' Without action by 2030, Ban
told Joumahsts “climate change

could push more thani10o million
people in developing countries
below the poverty line.” i
“People everywhere are expe-
riencing the devastating impacts:
of climate change,” said Mi-
crosoft founder Bill Gates, cochair
of the report along with World
Bank CEO Kristalina Georgieva.
In the 25-year history of UN.
climate negotiations, adapta-
tion has trailed far down the
agenda compared with “mitiga-

tion,” or the reduction of carbon
-emissions. '

It was long seen as an issue
only affecting poor and dEVel-
opmg nations.

“But recent massive inland

' flooding and a string of record-
' breaking hurricanes in the Unit-
ed States, along with ferocious
heat waves in Europe and Japan,
have shown that wealth is not

an adequate shield.
- “Thisismotjustin the devel-

oping world but the developed
world, too,” said Dominic Mol-
loy, a co-author of the report
from Britain's Department for
International Development.
. Butanew focus on adapting

| should not detract from the

' need to slash. carbon pollutlon.
headded.

“We absolutely need to do
both, reduce emissions and
adapt,” Molloy told Agence
France-Presse (AFP). —arp

5.‘
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Electric Vehicle
- program at the
SPMJ Forum

GAS, diesel, or electric.
J Those features will be among
_ the choices that buyers will
| soon consider when making

a decision on their next car.

‘ That may not be too far
away. At the 4™ Society
of Philippine Motoring
Journalists (SPM]J) Forum,
Dr. Rafaela “Fita” Aldaba,
undersecretary for Innovation
and Competitiveness of
&2_ il the 'DTI, clisglussedf %e
o E overnment’s roadmap for the
By RAY BUTC g'evelopment ofthe aut}:)motive
GAMBOA industry. She said “EV is
 among the top priorities of
the Philippines new Inclusive Innovation Industrial

Strategy (I35).” : : ‘

The SPMJ Forum was co-presented by the
Association of Vehicle Importers and Distributors
(AVID), led by its president, Ma. Fe Agudo, who
is also the President and CEO of Hyundai Asia
Resources Inc. (HARI). < A

The forum is also part of AVID's Landscape
series of talks, a semi-annual political and economic
briefing which aims to provide a full assessment of
the current environment for the automotive business.

The major factor that is driving this move is
pollution. Vehicle emission contributes 69 percent
to the air pollution problem in the country. And 90
percent of that pollution comes from Metro Manila,
according to a recent study by the DPepartment of
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR).

The comprehensive plan for the EV market which
was discussed by Dr. Aldaba was an eye-opener.
Most of us only see the limited presence of EVs
through public transportation but not very much
in the form of private vehicles. There’s only the
Toyota Corolla Altis, a hybrid EV, that was launched
recently in the local market.

As of December 2018, the Department of Trade
and Industry (DTI) said there are only 4,362
registered EVs in the Philippines; and only 83
companies are in manufacturing or importing EVs,
parts, or selling EV cars. g ol
- The Filipinos are eager to buy an EV. According
of a survey of Frost and Sullivan in Southeast Asia,
which showed that 46 percent of Filipinos are
“eager” to buy an EV. : '

N el ALY

In that survey, the Fhilippine market took the top
spot, followed by Thailand, 44 percent; Indonesia,

37 percent; Malaysia, 33 percent; Vietnam, 33

percent; and Singapore with only 23 percent.

-+ Many may not be aware of the progress of the EV

program. At the SPMJ Forum, Dr. Aldaba mapped
out the many bills, incentives, and projects whici are
now in place to provide support for the EVs when
more those these vehicles will enter the Philippine
market. ' :

~ Dr. Aldaba calls it “developing an EV ecosystem”
which includes the promotion of EV manufacturing
and the building of charging infrastructure around
the country.

Incidentally, a survey among motorists around the
ASEAN region revealed the the biggest factor that -
worries them if they should buy an EV is the range
of the battery, or the distance that one fully charged
battery would, take them. This anxiety would be
solved if there are more charging stations accessible
to the motorists. s

Dr. Aldaba’s presentation showed that from the
present 19 charging stations, it targets to open 200
charging stations by 2022.

- That will definitely expand the EV market
which today is only being defined by the public
transportation network composed of e-buses,
e-tricycles, e-jeepneys, and e-cars. Meanwhile, the
E-trike project will deploy 100,000 units nationwide
to replace traditional gasoline-fed tricycles.

Giving incentives to car buyers and manufacturers
is part of the government program.

‘Dr. Aldaba acknowledged that “incentives are
crucial to change the behavior of market players and
promote demand for xEV and private investment across
the value chain.” :

For manufacturers, among the incentives that are
in the planning board are the removal or reduction
of tariffs; incentives for parts and components; excise
duty or vat exemption for equipment and parts.

For car buyers, the basket of incentives include
priority inregistration and issuance of plate numbers;
exemption from the “coding” scheme; free parking
in commercial establishments; provision of space
for charging stations; annual vehicle registration

‘exemption and three year registration interval.

Meanwhile, bills to support the EV program have
Dbeen filed, some of them passed into law. Among
these are the Clean Air Act that will phase out Euro
2 and Euro 4 vehicles; an executive order on zero
tariffs for EV components and parts for assembly
of hybrid, electric, flexible fuel and CNG motor
vehiglesiy i~ o0 ;

There was an interesting discussion on the

‘development of the EV battery, the tariff and duty

packages, and the direction of the EV programs.

As part of AVID's Landscape series of talks, the
SPM] Forum was graced by the presence of VIPs in
the automotive industry who are members of AVID
— Suzuki president Keiichi Suzuki, HARI officials
led by Edward Go and Conrad Marty, Ford executive
Josie Gonzalez. The event was ably organized by Raffy
Ledesma, Hyundai’s Corp. Comm. Head.

- SPM] is an organization composed of motoring
journalists in print, broadcast, and digital media.

'The SPM]J Forum is held quarterly and focuses on

issues affecting the automotive industry and the
mobile lifestyle. '

~ Happy Motoring!!!
* For comments & inquiries email sunshine.television@

yahoo.com or visit www.motoringtoday.ph.
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