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By Joel
dela Torre

THE Department of En-
vironment and Natural
Resources (DENR) is all
set for the 3rd Philippine
Environment Summit
(PES) which convenes
mostly college and senior
high school students
aimed at promoting
sound environmental
practices toward sustain-
able development.

To be held in Cagayan
de Oro City next month,
PES 2020 is a three-day
event that gives DENR
“golden opportunity” to
eﬁcourage the youtht%o be-
come powerful agents of
changefortheenvironment.
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UENR sets environment summit

Apartiromthestudents,
the summit organized by
the DENR and Green Con-
vergence Philippines with
the supportofForest Foun-
dationPhilippineand Ener-
gy DevelopmentCorp. will
alsoserveasvenueforlead-
ers from the government,
civil society, business, aca-
demeand the religious sec-
tortopresentprograms and
projects for the environ-
ment,

The DENR delegation
will be led by Undersecre-
tary for Policy, Planning
and International Affairs
JuanMiguel T. Cuna, who
anticipated at least 1,000
participants for the sum-
mit, 40 percent of which
will be college and senior
high school students.

“This means we can
shape the mindset of these
young individuals about
environmental protection,”
Cuna said.

Headded thatthe sum-
mit will also serve as an
avenueto furtherstrength-
en the linkages and collab-
orationamaongenvironmen-
tal stakeholders.

GreenConvergencePhil-
ippinespresident Angelina
Galang said this year's
theme “Paradigm (re) Shift
Heeding Nature” is an-
chored on the premise that
“the technologies, aswellag
the social and economie
systems humankind has
developed throughtheages,
have brought about the
compromised planetary en-
vironment wehavetoday.”
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Gov’t bans single-use plastics

By Rio N. Araja

HE National Solid
. Waste Management
.. *Commission under
'the Office of the President
"hés already approved a
resolution to ban single-use
plastics in all government
ofﬁces

Enwronment Secretary Roy Cimatu
-said the commission passed NSWMC

Resolution 1363 of 2020, which ordered -

the Environment department to “pre-
paré and implement” the ban on the
.use of “unnecessary” single-use plastic
products by national government agen-
‘cies, local government units and all oth-
ét government-controlled offices.

. “The NSWMC resolution is a ma-

Cimatu

jor step to curb the use of single-use
plastic items that pollute our water-
ways, kill marine life and contribute

to our country’s increasing solid waste,”
Cimatu said.
The DENR will come up with specific

. ‘guidelines in the implementation of the

ban that forms part of the government’s

“solid waste avoidance and minimiza-
tion strategy.”

Those covered by the ban are cups
less than 0.2 millimeter in thickness,
drinking straws, coffee stirrers, spoons,
forks, knives, “labo” or thin and translu-

‘cent plastic bags, and thin-filmed sando

bags lower than 15 microns.
Undersecretary for Solid Waste Man-

. agement and LGUs Concerns Benny

Antiporda defended the NSWMC for
initially including only eight single-use
plastic items in the ban.

“It was the decision of the NSWMC
to come up with a balanged judgment on
the use of single-use plastics by taking
into consideration that we can only ban
those that have available alterpatives,”
Antiporda said in a statement.
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Ban on single-use plastics

ingov’t OKd

By Jhesset O, Enano
@]JhessetEnanoING

The National Solid Waste Man-
agement Commission (NSWMC)
has approved a resolution that
mandates the Department of
Environment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR) to prepare and
to implement the banning of
“unnecessary” single-use plas-
tics in all government offices.
Under Resolution No. 1363,

signed by Environment Sec- |

retary Roy Cimatu on Feb. 12
and made public on Monday,
the DENR will come up with
specific guidelines for nation-
al agencies, local governments

- and all other government-con-

trolled offices to prohibit
certain plastic items in their
workplaces.

These include plastic cups
less than o.2 millimeters in
thickness, drinking straws,
coffee stirrers and disposable
forks, spoons and knives.

Plastic “labo” and thin-filmed
sando bags, which are lower than
15 microns, are also identified as
unnecessary plastics.

For and against
Eight member-agencies of
the commission voted in favor
of the resolution: the DENR,
Department of Agriculture, De-
partment of the Interior and
Local Government, Department

of Public Works and Highways,
League of Cities of the Phil-
ippines, Metropolitan Manila
Development Authority, Phil-
ippine Information Agency and
Technical Education and Skills
Development Authority.

Representatives of the' re-
cycling industry and the manu-
facturing and packaging indus-
try voted against the resolution.

The Department of Science
and Technology and the De-
partment of Trade and Industry
abstained. :

Environment Undersecre-
tary Benny Antiporda said the
commission was still consider-
ing imposing penalties on vio-
lations of the ban.

Environment groups, how-
ever, criticized the resolution,
saying it had loopholes that
may lead to the more frequent

.use of plastic packaging.

Von Hernandez, global coordi-
nator of the Break Free from Plas-.
tic (BFFP) Movement, said the ban
did not cover single-use plastic
bottles and styrcfoam cups, which
were among the top polluting
iterns found by green groups.

“[t is also] practically unim-
plementable, as who will measure
the thickness of bags and cups?”
he said. “Experience in other coun-
tries have shown that this type of
policy approach has resulted in
the production and proliferation
of more plastic bags in commerce

and the environment.” _

Hernandez also tock issue
with the term, unnecessary
plastics, saying that the process
had been rather arbitrary.

‘Balanced judgment’

But Antiporda, who over-

sees solid waste management
and local government units,
said the eight plastic products
identified were done so with

“balanced judgment.”

“It was the decision of the
NSWMC to come. up with a
balanced judgment single-use
plastics by taking into consid-
eration that we can only ban
those that have available alter-
natives,” he said. ;

EcoWaste Coalition said the
DENR and the NSWMC should
release a list of “nonenviron-
mentally acceptable packaging
and products (NEAP),” which
EcoWaste said is the responsi-
bility of those agencies under the
Ecological Solid Waste Manage-
ment Act.

“It has been 19 years since the
law has been adopted ... [but] ungl
now, they just keep on studying it,”
Aileen Lucero, EcoWaste national

_coordinator, said in an interview.

“The NEAP list, once released,
will benefit all, not just govern-
ment offices, and will push man-
ufacturers to opt for alternative
packaging and delivery systems,”
she said. wo
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Single-use plastics bannéd“

in all government offices

By ELLALYN DE VERA-RUIZ

The single use of plastics will
now be banned in all government
offices all over the country.

This was after the National Solid
Waste Management Commission
{NSWMC), chaired by Department

sources (DENR) Secretary Roy Ci-
matu, signed last Feb. 12 the NSWMC
Resolution No. 1363, Series of 2020,
directing the DENR to “prepare and
implement” the ban on the use of
“unnecessary” single-use plastic
products by national government

DALINER
KL

TOINIRIR

of Environment and Natural Re- -

government-controlled offices.

The plastic products covered by the
ban are cups less than 0.2 millimeter
in thickness, drinking straws, coffee
stirrers, spoons, forks, knives, “labo”
or thin and translucent plastic bags,
and thin-filmed sando bags lower
than 15 microns.

“The NSWMC resolution is a major
step to curb the use of single-use plas-
tic items that pollute our waterways,
kill marine life and contribute to our
country’s increasing solid waste,”
Cimatu pointed out.

He said the DENR is expected to

craft specific guidelines for the imple-
mentation of the plastics ban, which
forms part of the government’s “solid
waste avoidance and minimization
strategy.” ‘

Citing a United Nations {(UN) re-
port, Cimatu earlier said the Philip-
pines is one of top five contributors
of plastic waste in the world’s oceans,
accounting for about half of the total
plastic leakage.

“We produce 2.7 metric tons of
plastic waste every year,” Cimatu said.
“Following this trajectory of plastic
production and mismanagement, UN

agencies, local government
units (LGUs), and all other

»6

reports predicted that by 2050, there
will be more plastic in the oceans than
there are fish.”

Under the Republic Act 9003 or the
Solid Waste Management Act of 2000,
the DENR has the function to recom-
mend policies to eliminate barriers to
waste reduction programs.

Created by RA 9003, NSWMC is an
inter-agency body under the Office of
the President mandated to oversee the
implementation of solid waste man-
agement plans and prescribe policies
to achieve the law’s objectives.

Aside from the DENR, the NSWMC
is also composed of the Department of
Agriculture, Department of the Inte-
rior and Local Government, Depart-
ment of Public Works and Highways,
Department of Science and Technol-
ogy, and Department of Trade and
Industry. ]

Other members include the League
of Cities of the Philippines, Metropoli-
tan Manila Development Authority,
Philippine Information Agency, Tech-
nical Education and Skilis Develop-
ment Authority, and representatives
from the recycling and manufactur-
ing/packaging sectors.

)
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Waste agency
bans single-use
plastics in gov’t

offices

By RHODINA VILLANUEVA

The National Solid Waste Manage-
ment Commission (NSWMC) has ap-
proved a resclution imposing a ban on
single-use plastics in all government
offices nationwide.

The NSWMC issued Resolution No.
1363, Series of 2020, recently signed by
the commission’s chairman Environ-
ment Secretary Roy Cimatu, which
imposed the ban on plastic cups less
than 0.2 millimeter in thickness, drink-
ing straws, coffee stirrers, spoons, forks,
knives, thin and translucent plastic bags
and thin-filmed sando bags lower than
15 microns.

The resolution also directed the De-
partment of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) to prepare and imple-
ment the ban on the use of unnecessary
single-use plastic products by national
government agencies, local government
units (LGUs) and all other government-
controlled offices.

“The NSWMC resolution is a major
step to curb the use of single-use plastic
items that pollute our waterways, kill
marine life and contribute to our coun-
try’s increasing solid waste,” Cimatu
pointed out. .

He said the DENR will come up with
specific guidelines for the implementa-
tion of the plastics ban, which forms
part of the government’s “solid waste
aveoidance and minimization strategy.”

The United Nations has estimated
that land-based sources, including plas-
tic waste that has been blown into rivers
and creeks by wind, are responsible for
80 percent of the world’s marine debris.

DENR Undersecretary for solid waste
management and LGU concerns Benny
Antiporda, meanwhile, defended the
NSWMC for initially including only
eight single-use plastic items in the ban.

“It was the decision of the NSWMC to
come up with a balanced judgment on
the use of single-use plastics by taking
into consideration that we can only barl
those that have available alternatives,”
said Antiporda.

He cited Section 29 of Republic Act
9003 or the Ecological Solid Waste Man-
agement Act of 2000, which provides
that “non-environmentally acceptable
products shall not be prohibited unless
the [NSWMC] first finds that there are
alternatives available to consumers atno
more than 10 percent greater cost than
the disposable product.”

Created by Republic Act 9003,
NSWMC is an inter-agency body under
the Office of the President mandated
to oversee the implementation of solid
waste management plans and prescribe
policy.

Aside from the DENR, the NSWMC
is also composed of the Department of
Agriculture, Department of the Interior
and Local Government, Department of
Public Works and Highways, Depart-
ment of Science and Technology and
Department of Trade and Industry.

Other members include the League
of Cities of the Philippines, Metro
Manila Development Authority, Phil-
ippine Information Agency, Technical
Education and Skills Development
Authority and representatives from
the recycling and manufacturing/
packaging sectors.
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plastics banned
in gov't offices

Single use plastics have been
banned in all government offices
all over the country.

The National Solid Waste
Management Commission, chaired
by Department of Environment and
Natural Resources Secretary Roy
Cimatu, signed last Feb. 12 NSWMC
Resolution No. 1363, Series of 2020,
directing the DENR to "prepare and

' implement" the ban on the use of

"unnecessary” single-use plastic
products by naticnal government
agencies, local government units,
and all other govermment-controlled
offices.

The plastic products covered
by the ban are cups less than 0.2
millimeters in thickness, drinking
straws, coffee stirrers, spoons,
forks, knives, "labo" or thin and
transjucent plastic bags, and thin-
filmed sando bags lower than 15
microns.

"The NSWMC resolution is a
major step to curb the use of

single-use plastic items that pollute
our waterways, kill marine life,
and centribute to our country’s
increasing solid waste,” Cimatu
said.

He said the DENR is expected
to craft specific guidelines for the
implementation of the plastics
ban, which forms part of the
government’s “salid waste avoidance
and minimization strategy.”

Citing a United Nations
report, Cimatu had earlier said
the Philippines is one of top five
contributors of plastic waste in
the world's oceans, accounting
for about half of the total plastic
leakage.

"We produce 2.7 metric tons
of plastic waste every year,"
Cimatu said. "Following this
trajectory of plastic production
and mismanagement, UN reports
predicted that by 2050, there will
be more plastic in the oceans than
there are fish." (Ellalyn Ruiz)
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Single-use plastic bawal sa gobyerno

Bawal na ang paggamit ng mga
singie-use plastic sa lahat ng mga opisina
ng gobyerno sa buong bansa.

Ito ay matapos aprubahan ng National

Solid Waste Management Commission
{NSWMC) sa pamumuno ni Secretary
Roy A. Cimatu ng Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources (DENR), bi-
lang chair, ang resolusyon na nagbabawal
ng single-use plastic sa lahat ng mga opi-
sina ng gobyero sa buong bansa.
. Ang NSWMC Resolution No, 1363, Se-
ries of 2020, na pinirmahan ni Cimatu,
ay nag-aatas sa DENR na ihanda at ipatu-
pad ang ban sa pagFarnit ng mga ‘unne-
cessary single-use plastic product sa mga
national government agency, local go-
vernment unit (LGU), at lahat ng govern-
ment-controlled office.

Ang mga produktong plastic na kasa-
ma sa ban ay mga cup na mas manipis
sa 0.2 millimeter, drinking straw, coftee
stirrer, spoon, fork, knive, ‘labo’ o thin

at translucent piastic bag, at thin-filmed
sando bag lower than 15 microns.

“The NSWMC resolution is a major
step to curb the use of single-use plastic
items that pollute our waterways, kill ma-
rine fife and contribute to our country’s
increasing solid waste,” sabi ni Cimatu.

Ayon kay Cimatu, bubuc ang DENR
ng mga guideline para sa pagpapatupad
ng plastic ban, na bahagi ng ‘solid waste
avoidance and minimization strategy’ ng
gobyerno.

Sa teorya ng United Nations, land-
based sources, kabilang ang plastic waste
na natatangay ng hangin sa mga ilog at
creek ang dahilan ng 80 percent ng ma-
rine debris sa mundo.

Samantala, ipinagtanggol ni DENR
Undersecretary for Solid Waste Manage-
ment and LGUs Concerns Benny D. An-
tiporda ang desisyon ng NSWMC na
walong uri ng single-use plastic itern pa
lamang ang pangunahing ipagbabawal.

“It was the decision of the NSWMC
to come up with a balanced judgment
on the use of single-use plastics by ta-
king into consideration that we can only
ban these that have available alterna-
tives,” paliwanag ni Antiporda na alter-
nate NSWMC chairn

Tinukoy ni Antiporda ang Section 29
ng Republic Act 9003 o ang Ecological
Solid Waste Management Act of 2000,
kung saan nakasaad na “non-environ-
mentally acceptable products shall not
be prohibited unless the [NSWMC] first
finds that there are alternatives which are
available to consumers at no more than
10 percent greater cost than the dispo-
sable product.”

Ang NSWMC na binuo ayon sa RA
9003, ay isang inter-agency body sa
ilalim ng Office of the President. Mandato
nito na tiyakin ang solid waste manage-
ment para mapangalagaan ang kapaligi- .
ran. (Riz Dominguez)
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bansa makaraang aprubahan ng Natlonal Solid Waste

spoons, forks, krives, b’ or thin af transkucent plasc bags at

hawal nasagovtoffices
IPAGBABAWAL na ang paggamit ng “single-use plas-
Ycs” g4 lahat ng mga opisina ng gobyerno sa buong

nt Commission ang resolusyon hinggil dito.
Batay 52 NSWMC Resolution No. 1363 na pinirmahan ni
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Single-use plastics bawal
na sa opisina ng gobyerno

Ipapagbawal na ang single-use
plastics sa lahat ng mga tanggapan
ng gobyerno sa buong bansa,

Ifo ay matapos lumagda ang
National Solid Waste Management
Commission  (NSWMC), na
pinamumunuan ni Department of
Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR) Secretary Roy Cimatu,
nitong Pebrero 12 sa NSWMC
Resolution No. 1363, Series of 2020,

Ni ELLALYN DE VERA-RUIZ

na nag-aatas sa DENR na ihanda
at ipatupad ang pagbabawal sa
paggamit single-use plastic products

ng mga ahensiya ng pambansang’

pamahalaan, local government
units {(LGUs), at lahat ng iba pang
governiment-controlled offices.
Ang plastic products na sakop
ng ban ay mga tasa na halos 0.2
milimetro ang kapal, drinking
straws, coffee stirrers, kutsara,

tinidor, kutsilyo, “labo” o manipis
na translucent plastic bags, at thin-
filmed sando bags ma wala pang 15
microns.

“The NSWMC resolution is
a major step to curb the use of
single-use plastic items that pollute
our waterways, kill marine life
and contribute to our country’s
increasing solid waste,” punto ni
Cimatu.
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Tullahan river project
helps solve Bulacan

floods —

—

MC

This 'is why wt}enever there are typhoons or heavy rains, low-lying areas near
the river, particularly Bulacan province, become flooded

San Miguel Corp.’s (SMC)
Pl-billion initiative to dredge
and expand the Tullahan river
system, will not only give the
Manila Bay rehabilitation project
a major hoost — it will also help
solve flooding in Bulacan, ahead
of plans to build the country's
largest and most modern airport
in the province.

The project, dubbed the
Tullahan-Tinajeros River System
dredging project, launched on
Monday by the Department
of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) and SMC
with local executives of Navotas,
Malabon, Valenzuela and Bulacan,
at the Navotas Centennial Park in
Navotas City, where the 36.4-km

Tullahan river drains into the

Manila Bay.

SMC president and COO
Ramon 8. Ang described the
Tullahan river as a spillway
from Angat and Ipo dams that is
supposed to drain excess water
into the Manila Bay.

However, due to pollution
— the buildup of garbage, silt,
and illegal structures over the
many decades — it has become
clogged, shallow, and narrow.

This is why whenever there
are fyphoons or heavy rains,
low-lying areas near the river,
particularly Bulacan province,
become flooded.

“This project is a dredging and
expansion initiative to address
the problems of the Tullahan
river,” Ang explained. “First, we

will take out the garbage, and
then we will deepen the river so
water can move more freely to
the Manila Bay.”

Keeping the Tullahan river
garbage and pollutionfree, Ang
said, is critical to ensuring that
the DENR’s efforts to rehabilitate
the Manila Bay under Secretary
Roy Cimatu, will be a success.

It will also help ensure that
flooding will no longer occur in
low-lying areas such as Bulacan.

He called on local government
officials’ help in making sure that
once the river cleaned, it will no
longer be a dumping area for
garbage and other pollutants.

“For our part, we assure you,
this will not be a one-time project.
We will also do continuous yearly

maintenance, and the dredging
equipment we have bought will
not be removed here anymore”
he said.

At the event, Ang showcased
brand new dredging equipment
the company bought from Japan,
specifically for the project.
This includes backhoes with
barges, 5b-tonner cranes, also
with barges, tugboats and dump
trucks.

Ang also addressed issues
raised by groups opposed to the
planned new, $15 billien Manila
International Airport project, to
be built in Bulakan, Bulacan,
some five kilometers away from
the site of the dredging ceremony.

The airport, envisioned as
the country’s largest and most
modern, is being framed by
opposers as a potential source of
flooding in the province.

“One hundred percent, this

project will not worsen flooding
in Bulacan, it will actually solve
it. In the first place, foreign banks
will not lend money for such
major projects if they are not
assured that you have addressed
all environmental risks,” he said.

Ang said that as part of
preparatory work for the airport,
the company had already hired
gxpert foreign consultants to
study the flooding situation in
Bulacan.

They have identified the
rivers, creeks, tributaries, and
bodies of water that need to be
cleaned, deepened, widened, and
improved, to address flooding in
the province.

“We will expand our dredging
and cleanp-up operations to
include these bodies of water,
and provide a long-term and
gustainable solution to flooding
in Bulacan,” he added.
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- NLEX-SLEX lin
construction likely this

NLEX Corp. president and general manager

Luigi Bautista said they are already undergoing
procurement for the contractor of the Section 2 of
North Luzon Expressway-South Luzon Expressway

connector road

BY MARIA ROMERO
tritanephl_mbr

Construction of the second
section of the road connecting
North Luzon Expressway (NLEX)
and South Luzon Expressway
(NLEX) is likely to begin this year
as Pangilinanled NLEX Corporation
is hoping to award the project
contract by ‘May

In an interview last week,
NLEX Corp. president and general
manager Luigi Bautista said they are
already undergoing procurement, for
the contractor of the Section 2 of
North Luzon Expressway-South
Luzon Expressway (NLEX-SLEX)
connecter road,

“For Section 2, we are already
doing the procurement for the
contractor. We are bidding it in a
couple of months. The intention is
to be able to identify the contractor
by around May so that around that
time we can already issue the notice

to proceed,” Bautista told reporters.

Bautista said abeut six to seven
companies have already expressed
interest to bid for the project,
which is an eightJdlometer toll road
that will link NLEX Harbor Link
Segment 10 in C3 Road, Caloocan
City to the Polytechnic University
of the Philippines (PUP) in Sta.
Mesa, Manila.

It is anticipated to provide an
alternate route for trucks coming

from the port area wherein the -

first section of the project goes all
the way from Caicocan to Espaiia,
while Section 2 is from Espania all
the way to PUP Sta. Mesa,

With an estimated cost of
around P13 to P14 billion, the
expressway is targeted to be opened
by NLEX Corp. in December 2021
and expected to serve 35,000
motorists daily, reducing travel time
from NLEX to SLEX to 20 minutes
from the usual two hours,



E\‘Kﬁj LJJ/ T L1 L1 [

HSIMATEGIC

it
~ - n
) -
ﬁ CUMMUNI(‘A TION I i P, S1onY

— I riome LY

ﬁ_ SERVICT
s W v, IR ARy T f R s raes . Crexann

ITErR TAGE Y NAHRER  FINDRIAL CARTOON

 FER 252000 |

WHE: FAGTE )/_ o I,U\TE




-
N FINATEGHS
COMMUNICATION

IMErIATIVES
BERVICE

.15'—ffmi':uf.aiirnr‘,‘n?gl-'(j’_‘;_’_‘f-fﬂ:ffﬁifa'_fn_o_uuﬂ A

MANILARULLETIN

THE NATION'S LEAIMNG NEWSPA PR

ranr oy

Vz:ﬂ

N T A

TALEY RAINER  uinTEN ¢ RRiGTN
SIORY slumy

.FEB 25 2099

[Ty

1w

CODARE '

SMC’s P1-B Tullahan river
Jroject seen to solve flooding

an Miguel Corporation’s (SMC)

P1-billicn initiative to dredge and

expand the Tullahan river system,
. will not only give the Manila Bay
rehabilitation project a major boost — it will
“also help solve flooding in Bulacan, ahead
-of plans to build the country's largest and
_most modern airport in the province.

The project, dubbed the Tullahan-
Tinajeros River System dredging project,
*was launched yesterday by the Department
‘of Environment and Natural Resources
{DENR) and SMC with local executives of
_Navotas, Malabon, Valerizuela and Bu-
lacan, at the Navotas Centennial Park in
Navotas City, where the 36.4-km Tullahan

-tiver drains into the Manila Bay.
" SMC president and COO Ramon S.
Ang described the Tullahan river as a
“spillway from Angat and Ipo dams that
-is supposed to drain excess water into
‘the Manila Bay.

However, due to pollution -the build-
‘up of garbage, silt, and illegal structures
.over the many decades—it has become
‘clogged, shallow, and narrow.

This is why whenever there are ty-
phoons or heavy rains, low-lying areas
near the river, particularly Bulacan prov-
ince, become flooded.

“This project is a dredging and expan-
sion initiative to address the problems
of the Tullabhan river,” Ang explained.
“First, we will take out the garbage, and
then we will deepen the river so water can
move more freely to the Manila Bay.”

Keeping the Tullahan river garbage -

and pollution-free, Ang said, is critical to
ensuring that the DENR’s efforts to re-
habilitate the Manila Bay under Secretary
Roy Cimatu, wiil be a success.

It will also help ensure that flooding
will no longer occur in low-lying areas
such as Bulacan.

He called on local government officials'
help in making sure that once the river
cleaned, it will no longer be a dumping
area for garbage and other pollutants.

“For our part, we assure you, this will
not be a one-time project. We will also do
continuous yearly maintenance, and the
dredging equipment we have bought will

not be removed here anymore” he said.

At the event, Ang showcased brand
new dredging equipment the company
bought from Japan, specifically for.the
project. This includes backhoes with
barges, 55-tonner cranes, also with
barges, tugboats, and dump trucks,
Airport project will not cause flooding,

it will solve it

Ang also addressed issues raised
by groups opposed to its planned new,
USS15-billion Manila International
Airport project, to be built in Bulakan,
Bulacan, some five kilometers away from
the site of the dredging ceremony.

The airport, envisioned as the coun-
try’s largest and most modern, is being
framed by opposers as a potential source
of flooding in the province.

“One hundred percent, this project
will not worsen flooding in Bulacan, it
will actually solve it. In the first place,
foreign banks will not lend money for
such major projects if they are not as-
sured that you have addressed all envi-
ronmental risks,” he said.
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SMC spends P1B
on Tullahan project

SAN MIGUEL Cotp. is spend-
ing P1 billion to dredge and
expand the Tullahan river, ac-
cording ro its president Ramon
Ang

Ang said this will nor enly
give the Manila Bay rehabili-
tation project a major boost
but also help solve flooding in
Bulacan.

San Miguel, together with
the Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources
(DENR) and local executives of
Navotas, Malabon, Valenzuela
and Bulacan, formally launched

the Tullahan-Tinajeros River
System dredging project at the
Navotas Centennial Park in Na-
votas City, where the 36.4-km

Tullahan river drains inte the

Maniia Bay.

“Fhis project is a dredging
and expansion inigative to ad-
dress the problems of the Tul-
lahan river. First, we will take
out the garbage, and then we
will deepen the river so water
can move more freely to the
Manila Bay,” Ang said.

Ang said the Tullahan river
serves as a spillway from Angat

and Ipo dams that is supposed
to drain excess water into the
Manila Bay.

“However, due to pollution-
-the buildup of garbage, silt,
and illegal structures over the
many decades--it has become
clogged, shallow, and narrow,”
he said.

Ang meanwhile addressed is-
sues raised by groups opposed
to San Miguel’s planned %15
billion Manila International
Airport project in Bulakan,
Bulacan, some five kilometers
away from the site of the dredg-

ing ceremony.

“One hundred percent, this
project will not worsen flood-
ing in Bulacan, it will actually
solve ir. In che first place, for-
cign banks will not lend money
for such major projects if they
are not assured that you have
addressed all eavironmental
risks,” said Ang

Ang said that as part of pre-
paratery wotk for the airport,
the company had already hired
expert foreign consuitants to
study the flooding simation in
Bulacan.
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SM( set to expand,
dredge Tullahan river

AN Miguel Corporation’s P1-billion initiative

to dredge and expand the Tullahan river system,

will not only give the Manila Bay rehabilitation
project a major boost—it will also help solve flooding in
Bulacan, ahead of plans to build the country’s largest and
most modern airport in the province. :

The project, dubbed the Tullahan-
Tinajeros River Systern dredging project,
was launched yesterday by the Department
of Environment and Natural Resources and
SMC with local executives of Navotas,
Malabon, Valenzuela and Bulacan, at the
Navotas Centermial Park in Navotas City,
where the 36.4-lan Tullahan river drains
into the Manila Bay,

Spillway to the Manila Bay SMC
president and COO Ramon S. Ang
described the Tullahan river as a spillway
from Angat and Ipo dams that is supposed
to drain excess water into the Manila Bay.

However, due to poliution—the
buildup of garbage, silt, and illegal
structures over the many decades—it has
become clogged, shaliow, and narrow.

N R

This |is ‘why whonever there .are .

typhoons or heavy rains, low-lying
areas near the river, particularly Bulacan
province, become flooded.

“This project is a dredging and
expansion initiative to address the
problems of the Tullahan river,” Ang
explained. “First, we will take out the
garbage, and then we will deepen the
river so water can move more freely to
the Manila Bay.”

Keeping the Tullahan river garbage
and pollution-free, Ang said, is critical
to ensuring that the DENR’s efforts
to rchabilitate the Manila Bay under
Secretary Roy Cimatu, will be a success.

it will also help ensure that flooding
will no longer occur in low-lying areas

such as Bulacan.

He called on local government officials’
help in making sure that once the river is
cleaned, it will no longer be a dumiping
area for garbage and other pollutants.

“For our part, we assure you, this will
not be a one-time project. We will also do
continuous yearly maintenance, and the
dredging equipment we have bought will
not be removed here anymore” he said.

At the ‘event; Ang showcased brand
new dredging equipment the company
bought from Japan, specifically for the
project. This includes backhoes with
barges, 55-tonner cranes, also with barges,
tugboats, and dump trucks,”

Ang also assured the public that the
airport project will not canse flooding, but
will instead solve it.

Ang also addressed issues raised by
groups opposed to its planned new,
US$15-billion Manila International
Airport project, to be built in Bulakan,
Bulacan, some five kilometers away fmm
the site of the dredging ceremony.

The airport, envisioned as the country’s
largest and most modern, is being framed
by opposers as a potential- source of
floeding in the province.

- —1
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THE Department of Environment and Natural Resources and San Miguel Corp. yesterday launched the Tullahan-Tinajeros river system
. dredging project. The project is a vital part of the Manila Bay rehabilitation program and will help address flooding in low-lying areas
near the river such as Bulacan province. SMC has iong been a partner of the DENR in cleanup efforts for the Tullahan river and has

pledged P1 billion for this project. It acquired brand-new backhoes, cranes, barges, tug boats and dump trucks and will also provide
manpower and logistics support.
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Help solve ﬂoodin in Bulacan - SMC

SAN Miguel Corporation’s
(SMIC) Pi-billion initia-
tive to dredge and expand
the Tullahan river system,
will not only give the Ma-
nila Bay rehabilitation
pmf'ect a major boost — it
will also help solve flood-
ing in Bulacan, ahead of
plans to build the coun-
fry’s largest and mest mod-
ern airport in the province,
The project, dubbed the
Tullahan-Tirajeros River Sys-
tern dredging project, was
launched yesterday by the
Department of Environment
and Natural Resources
(DENR} and SMC with local
executives of Navotas, Mala-
bon, Valenzuela and Bula-
can, at the Navotas Centenni-
al Park in Navotas City, where
the 36.4-kim Tullahan river
drains into the Manila Bay.
Spillway to the Manila
B

ay

SMC president and
COO Ramon S. Ang de-
scribed the Tullahan river
as a spillway from Angat
and Ipo dams that is sup-

osed to drain excess water
into the Manila Bay.

However, due to pollu-
tion—the buildup of garbage,
silt, and illegal structures over
the many decades—it has
become clogged, shallow, and
narrow.

Thisiswhy wheneverthere
are typhoons or heavy rains,
low-lying areas near the riv-
er, particularly Bulacan prov-
ince, become flooded.

“This project is a dredg-
ing and expansion initiative
to address the problems of
the Tultahan river,” An
explained. “First, we wi
take out the garbage, and

then we will deepen the riv-
er s water can move more
freely to the Manila Bay.”

Keeping the Tullahan
river garbage and pollu-
ton-free, Ang said, 15 crit-
ical to ensuring that the
DENR'’s efforts to rehabil-
itate the Manila Bay under
Secretary Roy Cimatu, will
be a success.

It will also help ensure
that flooding will no longer
occur in low-lying areas
such as Bulacan.

He called on local gov-
ernment officials” help in
making sure that once the
rivercleaned, itwillnelonger
be a dumping area for gar-
bage and other pollutants.

“For our part, we assure
you, this will not be a one-
time project. We will also
do continuous yearly main-
tenance, and the dredging
equipment we have bought
will not be removed here
anymore” he said.

At the event, Ang show-
cased brand new dredging
equipment the company
bought from Japan, spe-
cifically for the project.lgu's
includes backhoes with
barges, 55-tonner cranes,
also with barges, tugboats,
and dump trucks.
Airport project will not

cause flooding, it will
solve it

Ang also addressed is-
sues raised by groups op-

osed to its planned new,

5515 billion Manila In-
ternational Airport project,
to be built in Bulakan,
Bulacan, some five kilo-
meters away from the site
of the dredging ceremony.

The airport, envisioned

The Department of Environment and Naturai Resources (DENR) and San Miguel
Corporation (SMC) yesterday formally launched the Tullahan-Tinajeros river system

as the country’s largesl and
most medern, is being
framed by opposers as a
otential source of flood-
mg in the province.

“Onpe hundred percent,
this project will not worsen
flooding in Bulacan, it will
actually solve it. In the first
place, foreign banks will
not lend money for such
major projects if they are
not assured that you have
addressed all environmen-
tal risks,” he said.

Ang said that as part of
preparatory work for the air-
port, the company had al-
ready hired expert foreign
consultants to study the flood-
ing situation in Bulacan,

They Have identified the
rivers, creeks, tributaries,
and bodies of water that
need to be cleaned, deep-
ened, widened, and im-

roved, to address flood-
ing in the province,

“We will expand our
dredging and clean-up
operations to include these
bodies of water, and pro-
vide a long-term and sus-
tainable solution to flood-
ing in Bulacan,” he added.

Ang emphasized that
the new airport, a pri-
vate endeavor with no
government guarantees
or subsidies, can bring in
as much as 30 million
tourists and will create
so many jobs and liveli-
hood opportunities for
Filipinos. :

e added that many
will benefit from the project,
including the provinces of
Bataan, Nueva Ecija, Tar-

iac, Pampanga, ameng
many others.

dredging project. The project Is a vital part of the Manila Bay rehabilitation program
and will help address flooding in low-lying areas near the river such as Bulacan
province. SMC has long been a partner of the DENR In cleanup efforts for the Tullahan
river and has pledged P1 billlon for this project. It acquired brand-new backhoes,
cranes, barges, tug boats and dump trucks and will also provide manpower and
logistics support. DENR Secretary Roy Cimatu (4th from feft) and SMC President and
CO0O0 Ramon S. Ang (3rd from left) inspected the new equipment in Navotas yesterday
with (from L-R) SMC VP & Speclal Assistant to the President Col. Arel Querubin,
DILG Usec. Epimaco Densing, Navotas Mayor Tobias Tiangco, Malabon Mayor Antofin
Oreta, MMDA Chair Danilo Lim, and Bulacan Govermor Daniel Fernando,
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Mayor Tianyco nagpasalamat
sa DENR, San Miguel Corp. sa
sustainable dredging program

NAGPASALAMAT si
Mayor Toby Tiangco sa De-
partment of Environment
and Natural Resources at sa
San Miguel Corp. sa pag-
sisimula nito oy s:;.ls_tenableng
programa sa dredging.

“Kailangan nat?n ang
sustainable dredging pro-
gram para masiguro na ang
tagpmga}y na makakamit
natin dito ay pangmata-
galan at matatamasa ng
mga susunod na henera-
syon,” aniya sa kanyang
talumpati sa opisyal na
I%a%lulunsad ng dredging ng

ullahan-Tinajeros river
system.

Sinabi ng alkalde na patu-
loy na naiipon ang mga silt
at sediment, pati na ang
mga basura, sa ilalim ng
mga ilog at iba pang
anyong-tubig pero hindi ito
regular na natatanggal.

Dati, hindi parating na-
kakapagsagawa ng dresgmg
dahii sa kawalan ng pondo.
Kaya natutuwa tayo na may

partnership ang DENE at
ang San Miguel Corp., na
nangakong magbibigay ng
P1 hillion, para sa proyek-

tong itn,” dagdag n -
%ig&s dingnigliugm 5
I ¥ na

mga punong bal
mahigpit na ipatupad ang
anti-littering ordinance ng

lunﬁsod.
ng dredging ng 36.4-
kilometrong ullahan-

Tipajeros river system ay
bahagi ng kampanya na li-
nisin at ayusin ang marine
ecosystem ng Manila Bay.
An% river system na ito ay
mula sa La Mesa Dam sa
8uezon City hanggang sa

entennial- Par ng
Navotas.

Ang SMC ang magsasa-
gawa n Igroyelcto katuwang
ang DENR. Parehong pi-
nangunahan nina SMC Pres-
ident and Chief Operating
Officer, Ramon 5. Ang, at
DENR Secretary, Roy A.
Cimatu ang paglulunsad ng
dredging activities.

NAGPAUNLAK ng makabuluhang pananalita si
Navotas City Mayor Toby Tiangco at nagpasalamat
sa DENR, SMC sa isinagawang dredging program.
kasama pa ang mga panauhing pandangal mula sa
iba*t-ibang lalawigan. (Beth Samson)

Maliban kay Tiangco,
kabilang sa mga opisyal na
dumalo sa ganap sina Vice
Mayor Clint Gerenimo,
mga konsehal at depart-
ment heads, at mga punong
barangay.

Dumalo rin sina Mala-
bon City Mayor, Antolin
A. Oreta 1II; Bulacan Gov-
emor, Daniel R, Fernando;
2nd at 3rd District of Buia-
can Representatives, Gavi-

ni C. Pancho at Lorna C.
Silverio; at Meycauyan at
Obando Mayor, Linabelle
Ruth R. Villarica at Edwin
C. Santos.

Kabilang din sa mpa opi-
syal na nandoon sina Metro
Manila Development Au-
thority Chairperson, Gen.
Danilo D. Lim; Department
of the Interior and Local
Gov’t. and Benny Antipor-
da. {Beth Samson)
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By HELEN FLORES

The Philippine Atmospheric, Geo-
physical and Astronomical Services
Administration (PAGASA) yesterday
urged residents of Metro Manila to start
pracficing water conservation measures
ahead of the dry season as the water level
at Angat Dam in Bulacan remains below
its standard level.

As of 6 a.m. yesterday, Angat Dam’s
water level was at 202.08 meters, which
was below its normal high of 212 me-
ters and normal operating level of 210
meters. -

“We don’t expect a water crisis similar
tolast year’s, but still, we need to conserve
water because we will have less rains dur-
ing the dry months,” PAGASA hydrolo-
gist Edgar dela Cruz told The STAR.

The state weather bureau has not offi-
cially declared the start of the dry season
in areas under Type I Climate, which
includes Metro Manila.

On June 29 last year, the water supply
at Angat Dam — Metro Manila’s main
source of potable water — fell to 157.96

meters, below its critical level of
160 meters,

The country experienced less
rain and tropical cyclones in 2018
up to mid-2019 due to the El Nifio
phenomenon.

Dela Cruz said water allocation
would be automatically suspended
for hydroelectricity generation and
irrigation once the water level at
the dam falls below 180 rheters to
prioritize domestic use.

The National Water Resources
Board (NWRB) had earlier lowered
the water allocation of the Metro-
politan Waterworks and Sewerage
System (MWS5) and the National
Irrigation Administration (NIA).

The NWRB has reduced the allo-
cation for MWSS to 42 cubic meters
per second from 46 cubic meters per

second, and for irrigation to 20 cubic
meters per second from 40 cubic
meters per second.

The measure was implemented
to avoid a repeat of last summet’s
water shortage, when millions of
households were severely affected.

“Based on the latest report of the
CLIMPS (Climate Monitoring and
Prediction Section), we don’t expect
a delay in the onset of the rainy sea-
son this year,” Dela Cruz said.

“We don’t see water rationing
similar to last year to happen,” he
added.

Service upgrade

To better prepare for the coming
summer months and help ensure
that water supply remains available
to customers, Manila Water will be

undertaking service upgrade works
at its Cardona Water Treatment Plant
in Rizal.

This will result in temporary
water service interruption affect-
ing more than 316,000 people in
63,269 households, commercial
and business establishments in 56
barangays in several towns in Rizal
province, beginning tomorrow at 9
p.m. until 6 a.m. Thursday.

Affected barangays in Binan-
gonan are Pag-asa, Tayuman, San
Carlos, Tagpos, Bilibiran, Pantok,
Palangoy, Darangan, Batingan,
Calumpang, Libis, Layunan, Li-
bid, Mahabang Parang, Lunsad, Pila-
pila, Limbon-Limbon, Ithan, Tat-
ala, Macamot and Mambog; An-
gono: San Isidro, San Roque, Sto.
Nino, San Vicente, Kalayaan, San

Pedro, Poblacion Ibaba, Poblacion
Itaas and Bagumbayan; Taytay:
Muzon and San Juan; Cardona:
Calahan, Dalig, Looc, San Roque,
Del Remedio and Iglesia; Baras:
Evangelista, Mabini, Concepcion,
San Miguel, San Juan, San Jose,
Rizal, San Salvador and Santiago;
and Jalajala: 1st District, 2nd Dis-
trict, 3rd District, Punta, Lubo,
Pagkalinawan, Palaypalay, Baguyo
and Bagumbong.

Manila Water is advising resi-
dents of those barangays to store
enough water to supply their needs
during the interruption period.

After service is restored, cus-
tomers are advised to allow a few
minutes for flushing before using
the water from their taps.

— With Rhodina Villanueva

fuel *Tor the comtinued operation UF
the dewatering activities of the Didi-
pio Mines.”

In answering OceanaGold’s letter
dated Dec. 11, 2019, Medialdea not-
ed that Cimaiu's office was the only
one authorized to direct the MGB to
closely monitor the implementation of
the said authority.

—éfart conserving water,
- MM residents urged
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NASABAT ng mga tauhan ng Sta. Maria Municipal Police Station (MPS) sa pamumuno
ni P/Lt. Col. Jaime Quiocho at mga opisyal ng Sta. Maria MENRDO ang isan% truck ng
‘basura muia sa sa bayan ng Meycauayan na itatapon sa Sitio Nigro, Barangay
‘Balasing, sa nasabing bayan. Ang nasabing truckk ay may pekeng signage ng LGU
Sta. Maria kaya kakasohan ang mga pasimuno o perpetrators pito ng usurpation of
authority bukod sa paglabag sa RA 9003 o The Ecological-SolidI Waste Management.
Act of 2000. (MICKA BAUTISTA) s
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By RAYMUND CATINDIG

TUGUEGARAO — At least
a thousand hectares of pine
forest have been destroyed
in an ongoing wildfire near
Mount Pulag in Benguet.

The fire started last Tues-
day in the jungles straddling
the towns of Kabayan and
Bokod.

The blaze has spread
to Barangay Daclan in
Kabayan, according to Fire
Inspector Roy Mayao of
the Bokod Bureau of Fire
Protection. ‘

Bokod has only one fire-
truck, Mayo said. He said
efforts to suppress the fire is
augmented by villagers and
personnel of the Department
of Environment and Natural
Resources.

No casualties have been
reported as the blaze is far
from residential areas.

On Sunday morning, an-
other fire hit the jungles in
Barangay Eddet, located at
the foot of Mt. Pulag.

Firefighters try to put out a fire that has spread to the forest
in Barangay Daclan in Boked, Benguet in this handout photo.

Wildfire destroys
1,000 hectares
of Benguet forest

Prior to this, a nine-day
forest fire was declared out
last Wednesday in Barangay
Kabayan Poblacion.

The forest fires have left
local authorities helpless as
the areas were made inacces-
sible by rocks falling from the
burning slopes and smoke
along the trails.

Authorities have closed
areas leading to the summit
of Mt. Pulag.

Meanwhile, authgrities in
Tublay, Benguet decided not
to declare a fireout on its side
after an inspection conducted
yesterday showed smoke
emanating from the forest
in Sitio Nasleb, Barangay
Ambassador. .

As of yesterday, firefight-
ers and police officers were
trying to suppress the thin-
ning fire, which could be
fanned by the wind.

Mount Pulag, the high-
est peak in Luzon at 2,926
meters, straddles the prov-
inces of Benguet, Ifugao and
Nueva Vizcaya.
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KIBUNGAN WOODLAND

- BENGUET LOSESMORE
PINE FORESTS T0 FIRE

BAGUIO CITY—Fire razed
more than 150 hectares of pine
forest in Kibungan town, Ben-
guet province, over the week-
end, the latest of forest fires in
the Cordillera this month.

Police Col. Elmer Ragay, Ben-
guet police director, said the fire
started at Barangay Adacay and
spread to a forest area in Baran-
gay Anchukey, all in Kibungan.

Earlier this month, fire ra-
vaged a pertion of Mt. Pulag,
Luzon’s highest peak, near a
ranger station, a report from
the Bureau of Fire Protection in
the Cordillera said.

The blaze also reached a
forested area at Barangay Ka-
bayan Barrio in Kabayan town,
on Feb. 17 but was put out at
past noon the following day.

Ragay said the fire destroyed
an old house but no one was re-
ported hurt. The house served as
a resting area for local farmers.

Another fire struck a forest
area at Barangay Ambassador
in Tublay town, destroying
thousands of pine trees.

In February last year, at least
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MOUMNTAIN BLAZE A
firefighter tries to put out

the blaze that hit a section

of a forest in Kibungan town,
Benguet province.

14 incidents of forest fire were re-
corded in the Cordillera, mostly
in Mountain Province. A farmer
was killed on Feb. 18 last year ina
fire that struck a watershed of Mt,
Am-o that straddles Bauko and
Tadian towns, both in Mountain
Province. The fire destroyed a 22-
ha forest area and caused the clo-
sure of mountain trekking trails.
—KIMBERLIE QUITASOL INQ
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Mount Pulag’s Akiki Trail
closed after forest fire

The famous. Akiki Trail, one of
the gateways to Luzon’s high-
est peak Mount Pulag, has been
closed to public following a series
of forest fires in Benguet province
since last week.

In an advisory, the manage-
ment of Mt. Pulag National Park
caid trekkers will not be allowed
from entering the trail for public
safety following a forest fire that
occurred at dawn time on Sunday
in Abucot, Barangay Eddet in the

municipality of Kabayan, Benguet.

The local tourism of Kabayan
has been handiing all tourist activi-
ties related to Pulag trekking.

Trekkers, who are up for extra
adventure, would often choose
Akiki Trail to trek to the summit.
It is also known as the “killer trail”
due to its steep trail points.

The site gives hikers the experi-
ence of seeing the rich biodiversity
of the place, including its mossy
forest, grasslands, dwarf bamboo,
among others.

Mount Pulag summit, on the

.other hand, is dubbed as the

“playground of Gods” by some lo-
cals, famous for its sea of clouds
perfect for sunrise and sunset
viewing. 1 ‘

“The park management is here-
by ushering Akiki trekkers o desist
from entering the southern ingress
or Akiki Trail for safety,” the man-
agement said.

“The southern ingress or celeb-
rity trail is open via Ambangeg in-
gress and Northern ingress or Mt.
Pulag marthern mountain lakes is
aiso open,” the management add-
ed. (Hanah Tabios)
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