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DENR to empower enwronmental
laws with the creation of the EPE 3

"The Philippines is a diverse
country with rich ecosystems that
serve as habitats of endemic species
of flora and fauna. Such bountiful
natural resources, however, are fac-
ing environmental changes brought
about by exploitation such as poach-
ing, deforestation, land degradation
through conversion for other usage,
climate change, and pollution.

The task on environmental pro-
tection is gargantuan in scale and
expanse. The Asian Development
Bank estimated the amount incurred
in illegal wildlife trade in the coun-
try at P50 billion a year. In Region
6, the DENR was able to apprehend
and confiscate illegally transported
forest products that amount to mil-
lions. Cases with other regions are
far tougher.

Recognizing this threat, the
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Philippine government through the
Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR}) is push-
ing for the creation of an Environ-
mental Protection and Enforcement
Bureau (EPEB) that shall pursue the
stringent implementation of ervi-
ronmental laws, policies, rules and
regulations with the assistance of
personnel from the military, police,
the National Bureau of Investiga-
tion, and government prosecutors.

Environment Secretary Roy A.
Cimatu saw the need to form EPEB
as the DENR lacks personnel sirnilar
to police, intelligence officers spe-
cifically handling enforcement.

“We have laws but we had a
hard time implementing the:'n,"
said Cimatu. '

In giving the financial support
it needs, Cimatu proposed funding
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increase for the Department which
include P1.2 billion for the EPEB.

“With our own enforcement
bureau, the DENR could effectively
enforce environmental laws and
protect its workers who have been
vicious targets of illegal loggers and
other environmental critninals,” he
added.

Until today, Feb. 20, Iloilo City
is hosting the Strategic Planning
Workshop on Envirommental Pro-
tection and Enforcement.

Undersecretary for Enforce-
ment and Muslim Affairs, Jim O.
Sampulna leads the conduct of the
workshop in order to review, as-
sess, and set policy directions in the
implementation and presentation of
the proposed bill that would create
the Environmental Protection and
Enforcement Bureau (EPEB).

Mahogany lumber from illegal Ioggmg apprehended in Guimaras Islam}

CARINON
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Davao City poised to ban

single-use plasti‘\cs

By ANTONIO L. COLINA IV

AVAD CITY — The City Gov-

ermment of Davao will soon

ban the use of the single-use

plastics (SUPs) here once the

measure regulating the SUPs passes at

the local council, Interface Development

Interventions (IDIS) executive director
Chinkie P. Golle said.

Golle said on Wednesday that the

proposed measure, which had passed

three hearings at the city council’s
Committee on Environment chaired by
second district Councilor Diosdado Ma-
hipus, would ban specific SUPs defined
as “disposable plastics,” “designed or
placed on the market to be used once
over a short time span before being
disposed or discarded.”

The proposed ordinance specifi-
cally identified SUPs as plastic drinking

cups; plastic condiment, sauce or gravy

container, both recyclable and non-

recyclable; plastic cup lids or covers;
plastic stirrers; plastic cutlery (spoon,

_ knife, or fork); plastic straws; plastic

meal .packagmg, plastic hand gloves,

- plastic materials used as “buntings”;

and plastlc materials used as balloon
sticks; No exemption between recyclable
and non-recyclable materials was set.
Shé said the IDIS originally proposed a
total ban on SUPs, but was told that it would
not be; possible since it would affect some
sectors engaged in or related to plastic.

Golle added her group would contin-
ue to lobby for the total ban on SUPs.

In its position paper, the group said
that the rapid development in the city has
led to “indiscriminate preduction and use
of plastic products,” resulting in “stagger-
ing increase in plastic waste generation
and environrhental pollution.”

It also cited the impact the SUPs
would cause to the environment becatse
plastics are non-biodegradable, staying
in the environment for thousands of

years, and would produce toxic chemi-
cals that are harmful to human health
when incinerated, causing cardiovascu-
lar disease to cancer and:iautoimmune
conditions.

“Although they ma'g,r slowly break
down into microplastics, they will not
decompose and instead find their way
to water bodies and be eaten by marine
animals. While some plastlcs are less
noticeable such as oxo-degradable de-
signed to degrade quickly, they are still
present in the environment and continue
to accumulate through time affecting the
health of every organism ingesting their
debris or by-products,” it said.
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RecylingT)f ‘singlle-_use plastics pushed

The Senate Committee on Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources is
more inclined to regulate the use
of single-use plastics, instead of
pushing for a total ban.

Senator Cynthia Villar disclosed
this Tuesday after the committee

conducted #s first hearing on the

bills regarding the use of single-
use plastic products.

“Hindi pa naman natin pinagba-
bawal ang single-use plastic,™ Vil-
lar told reporters. 3

“Kasi ang plastic ang pinakamu-
ra, but if we can recycle it, pwede
nating. i-allow. “And I dont think

they have a replacement,” she 'ex-
plained, citing international studies
and articles she read.

“Baka -impossible to bar,* the
committee chair said. !

Villar said the committee ds¢ini-
tially intending to draft a law that
would require companies and
manufacturers to recycle single-
use plastics, as well as local gov-
ernment units, with the heip of
non-government organizations, 'Ito
address pollution in the country.’

“Para hahatiin natin ang traba-
ho. Kasi pag 'di natin hinati ‘yong
trabaho hindi natin talaga kaya.It's

enormous work,” she said during
the hearing.
At the hearing, the Department

. of Environment and Natural Re-

sources (DENR) said the country
has generated 21.07 million tons

of solid waste; 10.55 percent, or |

2.23 million tons, of which are

plastic wastes. )
Based on the DENR’s Enviro-
mental Management Bureau,

there are only 10,722 materi-
als recovery facility (MRF) serv-
ing 13,994 barangays out of the
42,045 barangay in the country.
{Vanne Terrazola)
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| _ Sinimulan nang Quezon
City government ang pag-

babawal sa singie-use plas-

i
i
it : : :
. I! tic o disposable materials .
K ”: sa mga hotel at restaurant
H
b

sa fungsod.

lto ay sinimulang ipatu-
gad noong nakalipas na

ebrero 15, base sa local

; ordinance na naipasa noong

‘ nakalipas na taon.
o Magugunitang unang ini-

| hayag ni Quezon City Mayor
‘ Joy Betmonte na bibigyan
nila ng sapat na panahon
ang mga commercial estab-
lishment para sa transition
at ang ban ay ipapatupad sa
18 kalagitnaan ng Pebrerc ng
oL taong kasalukuyan.

B Ang naturang ordinansa
] ay ginawa ng Quezon Gity ka-

w sunod sa iba pang lungsod sa
| Metro Manila para masolusyu-
nan ang plastic waste problem.

* ! Madalas umanong ang
" mga plastic na ito ang buma-
P bara sa mga daluyang tubig

na nagiging sanhi ng matin-

! din?(pa baha. \

i abilang ang Pilipinas sa
o sinasabing pangunahing plas-
p o tic poiluters sa buong mundo.
o Una na ring binanggit ni
Belmonte na nakatakda na
fing i-ban hglu 4
bags sa groceries sa susunod
na dalawang taori kaya hinj-
kayat nitc ang mga consumer
na magdala na lamang ng
reusable hags.

Ang ilan pang lungsod sa
it “iMetro’Manila na nag-regu-
£ =late nasrin-sa p]as’m:s ag«ang ‘

A =« Muntinlypa, Pasig‘ akati, Las

Pinas, Pasay and Parafiaque.

,.,_
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Zero waste to nature, industries

BY PAUL ICAMINA

FROM junk shops to multina-
tionals, recycling will have to
bring everybody together.

Crispin Lao, tounding presi-
dent of the Philippine Alliance
for Recyceling and Marerials
Sustainability (PARMS) said the
group Is crafting a roadmap on
the recycling and recovery of
wastes,

The roadmap is for discassion
by industries in April and will be
out by mid-year,

“We're working with 10 mul-
tinational companies, junk and
recycling shops to bring the
whole supply and waste value
chain together,” said Lao in 2
press briching, “1t’s ambitious but
we are committed.”

adopt green initiatives

PARMS is a non-stock, non-
profit organization established to
bring stakeholders together with
civil society and the academe to
craft 2 comprehensive program
to increase the recovery of waste
materials and reduce dependence
on landfills.

Lao said banning plastic out-
right may put a strain on the
economy as it could jack up re-
tail prices that are passed on o
Consumers.

“If we replace our plastic today
with recyclables, it will increase
by three times the cost of prod-
ucts that will be passed on te
consumers,” he said.

He added the industry would
like to partner with the govern-
ment, advocacy groups and con-
sumers “to better understand the

issue of plastic waste.”:

“What makes plastic become
waste? What happens to plastic
when we throw it cut from our
homes? How does pl‘ZISL'lC end
up in the oceans and waterways?
These are all qucsuor}s and is-
sues we need to HI\LI a closer
look at to understand them and
to find out how to solve them,”
T.ao said.

Lac said the country currently
lacks the necessary waste man-
agement infrastructure.

The government is puttmg in
P1.2 billion for recycling facili-
ties nationwide, said Lao who is
2 member of the Nadonal Solid
Waste Management Con"unission.

“We want to make sure that any
shiftin packaging is fully studied

becnuse at the momenit current

ZERO

Tong-term vision by making it easier
for consumers 1o recycle our pack-
aging and by suppocting industry
coalitions to improve recycling rates
like our partnership with PARMS.”

Mondelez Inrernatonal is com-
mitted to make all packaging recy-
clable by 2025,

“Plastic is a highly cfficient
material which helps us devclop
packaging that provides tlie right
levels of security, qualiry, producr

protection and preservation of
food products,” said Rada.

“Without plastic, the shelf-fife
of many food products would be
far shoreer and would create more
food waste which is a far wotse
problem for the econamy and the
environment,” he added.

e said Mondelez is cotmmitted to
use packaging that petforms the task
of protectung food for consumers and
atsame tine docs not end up in nature.

packaging is still the besr to en-
sure that products are brought to
consumers in optimal condirions
they are meant ter be,” said Toff
Rada, country manager, Corpo-
rate and Government Affairs of
Mondelez Philippines.

Mondelez Philippines —whase
product portfolio includes pop-
ular beverages, cheese, mayon-
naise and sandwich spread as
well as iconic chocolares brands
like Toblerone — is among mul-
tinational firms that pledged to
ensure zero plastic and other
waste by 2025,

“Zero waste to nature means
that our packaging rmoust not add
to the waste problem,” said Rada.
“We zim to deliver against this

See ZERO > Page A2

Value chain. PARMS has, initiated a project that processed plastic sachets into
bricks.
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Nonprofit group maps
waste management plan

A NONPROFIT group has pledged
to improve waste management,
particularly the problem of plastic
and other garbage that end up in
the ocean and waterways,

On Wednesday, Philippine
Alliance for Recycling and Ma-
terials Sustainability (PARMS)
led the signing of a multi-sectoral
commitment towards this end by
coming up with an actjon plan for
the coming years.

The event came after the signing
on Jan. 26 by snacks manufacturer
Mondelez Philippines, Inc. and
other companies of their pledge
“Ambisyon 2030: Zero Waste 1o
Nature.”

PARMS will conduct consul-
tation and planning sessions to
make a roadmap. The timeframe
of the goal will be divided into short
(2022), medium (2025), and long-
term (2030) targets,

PARMS Founding President
and Commissioner Crispian N, Lao
said the public needs to better un-
derstand the issue of plastic waste.

“We would like to be a partner to
the government, advocacy groups
and consumers te better under-
stand the issue of plastic waste,” he
said in a statement.

The short-term goal is for PAR-
MS, together with the signatory
companies, to develop a prelimi-
nary draft of a roadmap by April.

“What we want to do is to devel-
op that roadmap and the activities
of PARMS will be guided by that
roadmap, towards achieving that
roadmap,” Mr. Lao said.

One of the challenges that
the pledge will face is the lack
of waste infrastructure, Mr. Lao
said, as he called for the collective
effort of both the government and

the private sector for the pledge
to be successful.

“It is a collaborative effort inclu-
sive of the govermiment to put up the
waste infrastructure to complement
the packaging changes that manu-
facturers will implement. It is an
ambitious target for the Philippines,
But if is achievable and we are com-
mitted to see it through.” he said.

Another goal of “Ambisyon
2030 is to shift the public’s con-
sumption patterns and to increase
the people’s awareness to minimize
waste generation.

Mondelez Philippines CGA
Country Manager Toff M. Rada said
that one of the company’s goalsis to
make the packaging of its products
recyciable by 2025.

“The recycling industry has to
be ready to take up the recyclable
packaging for the pledge to be sus-
tainable,” he said.

My, Rada described l.'helproject
as a work in progress as the process
of changing Mondelez’s product
packaging is still being studied and
will take time.

“Our company is studying a rea-
sonable roadmiap and timeframe
that would allow us to change our
packaging by 2025, he added.

Mr. Lao said that small and
medium-sized enterprises are also
inchuded in the same goal.

“Bigger companies will come in
first in achieving the goal but other
companies will also follow within
the 2030 target,” he said

Partner companies for “Ambi-
syaon 2030” include Coca-Cola Phil-
ippines, Monde Nissin Corp., Nestle
Philippines, PepsiCo, Inc., Procter
and Gamble Philippines, and Uni-~
lever Philippines, among others.
—Revin Mikhael D. Ochave
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EASTERN VISAYAS: ORMOC CITY

Preparing for waste management

plan presentation

QORMOC MAYOR Richard |. Gome? (standing) rehearses his
presentation on the city government’s 10-vear Solid Waste
Management Plan on Wednesday in preparation for to-
day's actual run before officials of the Department of Envi-
renment and Natural Resources (DENR). Representatives
of 40 locat government units are presenting their respec-
tive waste management plans in a DENR-led activity to

be held in the city. Ormoc opened its 1.8-hectare sanitary
landfill in 2012, and the current government is considering
a waste-to-energy project as a future diternative.

#nationataglance
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By VIC REYES
KUNG magtatagal paang
COVID-19 scare, mala-
mang namalakiang mag-
ing epekto nito sa tax col-
lection natin sa taong ifo
dahil sa laki ng importa-
syon natin mula sa Chi-
na,

Ang balita nga natin,
maraming pabrika sa Chi-
naangsaradoatwalapang
produksiyon hanggang
ngayor.

Lalong mahihirapan
ang Bureau of Customs
(BoC) na malagpasan 0
maabotmanlangang
realistic” na 2020 revenue
collection target nito.

‘Talaga namang na-
kakalulaang P731-bilyong
assigned tax take ng ahen-
siya sa taong ito.

Maliban sa COVID-19,
nandiyan pa rin ang isma-
gling, outrightat technical.

Ang masakit pa, baka
magkaproblema pati ang
ating lokal na ekonomiya.

Huwag natin kalimu-
tan na ang laki ng ma-
kokolekia nating buwis at
taripa ay depende sa vol-
ume at klase ng oga in-
aangkat nating produkto.

Kung kaunti ang im-
portasyonay kauntirinang
papasok na buwis sa ka-
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Koleksiyon ng BoC,
apektado ng CIWID-19

ban ng BoC.

Paano na lang ang mga
tinutustusang programa
ng gobyemo.

Marami talagang prob-
lema sa Aduana.

Kaya naman kayod
nang husto si BoC Chief
Rey Leonarde Guerrero
upang makagawa g mga
paraan para ma-address
ang mga isyung ito.

Ang mahalaga ay
nandiyan pa rinang tiwala
ni Pangulong Duterte sa
kanya.

Suportado din ng mga
taga-BoCang mga progra-
maniCommissioner Guer-
rero, maliban na lang sa
ilang tulisang opisyal na
walang inintindi kundi gu-
mawa ng pera.

Abangan!

e

& #,

Sa Pebrero 23, Linggo,
ay makukumpleto na ng
Bureau of Customs ang
pagpapabalik sa South
Korea ng mga basurang
galing sa nasabing bansa.

Ang mga basura ay du-
mating sa Pilipinas dala-
wang faon na ang na-
kakaraan.

Nakzpag-u ayan si

-Cagayan de Oro dis-

f:nct collector ]ohn Simon
samga SouthKorean envi-
ronmental official para
maibalik sa Seoul ang mga
basura

Ang mga shipment ay
idineklarang naglalaman
ng plastic flakes pero mga

non-biodegradable waste
pala.
Ayon sa rekord, ang

terang mgalokalna opisy-
al.
Karamihan sa mga

mga basura ay ipinadala sulat ay nanghihingi ng
sa bansa ng Green Soko.| pambili ng uniporme,

Ang consignee ay Verde

Soko ng Pilipinas.
Angunangshipmentng
basura ay dumating sa
Villanueva Port sa Misa-
mis Oriental noong Hulya

- 2018.

Angpangalawang ship-
mentay dumating sa Min-
danao International Con-
tainer Terminal isangsub-
port ng BoC-Cagayan de
Oro district.

Ang importasyonng
basura ay labag sa
Customs Moderniza-
tion and Tariff Act at
Republic Act No. 6969
o "An act to c¢ontrol
toxic substances and
hazardous and nucle-
ar wastes.”

L

Ayon sa ating miron,
may mga lokal na opisyal
daw ang lihim na natutu-

wa dahil sa COVID-19,

scare.

Bawas gastos daw kasi
sa kanila ang pagkansela
sa maraming activities
dahil sa kinatatakutang
virus.

Kanselade daw ang
mga pa-liga ng palakasan
at walang pista-pista.

Sa totoo lang, bago pa
pumutok ang COVID-19
ay nakatanggap na ng

‘o wala, an

sapatos, trophy, pang-
gastos sa pista at pa-
liga.

Ang iba naman ay
nanghihingi ng perang
gagastusin sa outing at
kung anu-ano pang tu-
long.

Siyempre, maraming’

lokal na opisyal ang big-
ay kaagad ng tulong da-
hil natatakotna mawalan
ngboto pagdating ng ele-
ksyon.

S5a mga barangay,
maraming -opisyal at
kawani ng barangay
council ang hanggang
tainga ang ngiti.

Hindi na kasi matutu-
loy nai-donate ang isang
buwang suweldo nila
para sa village fiesta.

Pero may pista man
mahalaga
ay huw’ag alimutang
sundinang payo ng De-
partment of Health na
mag-ingat sa COVID-
19.

Sigtiruhin natin na hu-
wagngkumalatang dead-
ly virus.

* {Para sa inyong komento

at suhestiyon, tumawag o
mag-text sa  0921-
4 7 6 5430/
i r
Tagaylangang buong pan-
)

maraming, solicitation let- | galan at tirahan.
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Maynilad to build 10-B new
treatment plant

By MADELAINE B. MIRAFLOR

st Zone concessionaire

Maynilad Water Services,

Inc. (Maynilad) has turned

further to Laguna Lake as

it now finds it “too risky” to depend on

the 52-year-old Angat Dam amid lack
of new water sources.

In a statement, Maynilad said it will
invest as much as 10 billion to start the
construction of another water treatinent
plant that will tap water from Laguna
Lake.

The treatment plant, which has long
been in Maynilad's drawing board, will
be built in Peblacion, Muntiniupa, and
is set to produce 150 million liters per
day (MLD) of potable water. This would
be enough to supply the water needs of
some 150,000 households.

Once completed in the last quarter
of 2022, the facility will bring Mayni-
lad’s total yield from Laguna Lake to
450 MLD.

“We are doing everything we can to

meet our service obligations to our cus-
tomers. So although we have to recast
our five-year investment program, we
still have to pursue projects essential for
meeting the water supply requirements
of a growing population,” Maynilad
President and CEO Ramoncito S. Fer-
nandez said in a statement.

“It is a huge risk to rely on just Angat
Dam as major source of raw water for
Metro Manila,” he added.

Maynilad began tapping water from
Laguna Lake in 2010 as an alternative
raw water source so it can reduce its
dependence on Angat Dam.

Metro Manila currently gets its
water supply from the Angat-Ipo-La
Mesa water system. Of this, Angat Dam
supplies 97 percent of Metro Manila’s
water needs.

Fernandez said that his company is
now “working closely with the Metro-
politan Waterworks and Sewerage Sys-
tem [MWSS] so that the development of
another source can be facilitated.”

Right now, Maynilad has two water

start building another plant]”

he further said.

The P12-billion Kaliwa

Dam project has been pegged
by the Duterte Administration
as the top solution to Metro

During this period, May-
nilad also purchased 89 new
vacuum trucks for septic tank

Manila’s recurring water sup-

ply woes.
Meanwhile,

1997.

The company said this
amount was particularly spent
on the construction of 19 new
wastewater treatment facili-
ties, upgrade of three existing
ones, and the construction of
four additional Sewage Treat-

the total in-
vestment of West Zone con-
cessionaire Maynilad Water
Services, Inc. (Maynilad) on
wastewater alone already
reached #41 billion since the
company's privatization in

cleaning, installed 180 kilo-

- meters of new sewer lines,
and invested further on the
maintenance of the sewerage
system.

Because of these invest-
ments, the company said it
was able to expand its sewer-
age services to some 2 million
people by end of 2019, up from
only around 600,000 people
served with sewerage services
in 1997 when Metropolitan
Waterworks and Sewerage
System (MWSS) operations
were first privatized.

ment Plants (STPs) that are
currently being built in Valen-
zuela, Las Pifias, and Tunasan
and Cupang in Muntinupa.

a

treatment plants that draw water from

Laguna Lake.

Once the aforementioned facility is
completed, Maynilad will have a total
of five water treatment plants with a
combined production capacity of about
2,850 MLD for its over 9.7 million cus-
tomers in the West Zone. Of this, three
are situated near Laguna.Lake.

The construction of the third plant
was slated to start last month, while the
construction of the fourth plant would
be the company’s major contingency
measure if the Kaliwa Dam won’t hap-
pen in the next two years.

“Our agreement with MWSS is if we
feel that Kaliwa Dam is being delayed,

. we will not sit down [and just wait]. We.

will proactively promote another water
source,” Fernandez said in an earlier
interview.

The new water source, he said, may
involve tapping another 300 MLD from
Laguna Lake.

“In 2021, if we see nothing is hap-
pening, we have to make our move [and

“Maynilad only got out of
corporate rehabilitation in
2008, so we had just 11 years
to wotk on expanding waste-
water services. Despite this,
we have managed to build
new wastewater facilities
that now prevent untreated
effluents from polluting our
waterways. This is where all
the bill payments of our cus-
tomers go,” said Maynilad
President and CEO Ramoricito
S. Fernandez.
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Maynilad to build 3rd treatment plant in Muntiniupa
Maynilad Water Services Inc. has earmarked P1g billion to build
another water treatment plant in Muntinlupa City, the company’s
third such facility to draw raw water from Laguna de Bay. The
move is an apparent recognition that the Kaliwa Dam project
might not be competed eatly enough to provide additional raw
water supply amid rising demand in Metro Manila and adjacent
provinces. The Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage System
last year dissuaded Manila Water Co. Inc. from building a similar
plant in Laguna for the same purpose, arguing that the conces-
sionaire should just wait for the planned Kaliwa Dam in Quezon
province. Although the government has secured funding from
China for the dam, the project has yet to complete regulatory
requirements, particularly consent from affected indigenous
communities. The third plant to be built in Poblacion, Muntin-
lupa, is set to produce 150 million liters per day (MLD) of pota-
ble water—the same capacity as the first two treatment plants
already operating in the city. Maynilad said that 150 MLD was
enough to supply the water needs of some 150,000 households.
Expected to be completed in the last quarter of 2022, the facility
will bring Maynilad’s total yield from Laguna de Bay to 450 MLD.
—RONNEL W. DOMINGO
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Benguet’s 150-hectare pine
forest razed in 9-day fire

By RAYMUND CATINDIG

e

TUGUEGARAO
CITY, Cagayan — At
least 150 hectares of for-
est were razed during a
nine-day fire in Kabay-
an, Benguet that was put
out last Tuesday.

Senior Fire Officer 4
Hilario Caniero, head

the Kabayan Bureau

Fire Protection, said

firefighters had to hike

for hours to get close to

the fire. They were able .

to extinguish the blaze
and stop it from spread-
ing further toward Mt.
Pulag National Park.
The incident is far lon-
ger than the three-day
forest fire that ravaged
an extensive area of Mt.
Pulag in Sitio Tinuping,
Eddetin 2018, according
to police records.
Caniero said the fire

originated in the pine
forest of Sitio Bulok,
Barangay Adaocay last
Feb. 11, and crept across
the mountain until it
reached Barangay An-
chokey up to Barangay
Kabayan Paryo near Mt.
Pulag.

An abandoned house
and several household

~water pipes connected to

mountain springs were
destroyed in the fire, Ca-
niero said. No casualties
were reported.

In March last year,
at least 10 hectares of
forest were destroyed
by fire near the open pit
of Philex Mines in Sitio
Pukis, Ampucag, Itogon,
Benguet.

The cause of the latest
forest fire is still under
investigation.

Handout photo shows fireflghters trying to put out the fire that razed a
150-hectare forest in Kabayan, Benguet.
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A portion of
the Daang
Kalikasan in
Mangatarem,
Pangasinan
Is shown

In this file
photo taken
Feb. 9. Once
completed,
the
54-kllometer
scenlic road
will connect
the town to
Zambales
province,
CESAR RAMIREZ
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Militant fisherfolk group Pamalakaya last Mondaﬁ submits a complaint at the
Office of the Ombudsman. against Bacoor City Mayor Lanl Mercado-Revllla
over violations of environmental fishing laws through reciamation of fish-
ponds adjacent to Manila Bay. | MIGHAEL VARCAS
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Dar’s leveling up’ vision: Will it work?

Dr. Rene E. Ofreneo

LABOREM EXERCENS

"~ Continued from Al

‘ ﬁ CCORDING to Dar, the fore%oing are the department’s

| 8-point response to the age-

O

d problems facing the agri-

culture sector, namely: low tarm productivity, lack of labor,
unaffordable and inaccessible credit, limited use of technology,
limited farmland diversification, undeveloped agri-manufacturing
and export, severe deforestation/land degradation, aging farmers

and fisherfolk, and climate change.

Through the above “new think-
ing,” Dar expects a “leveling up” in

agricultural development, meaning
arresting the continuous downward
declineof theagriculturalsector. Per
“Dar'sreckoning, the sectoraccounts
for one-fourth of the country’s la-
bor force and yet contributes only 9
percent of the GDP. Poverty is also
a countryside phenomencn, given
the failure of the sector to create
decent jobs and incomes for the ru-
ral masses. Dar blames the terrible
collapse of agriculture to the failure
of the average Filipino small farmer
“toaccesslowcostfinance forinputs,”
“limited links to the value chain and
retailmarkets,”and “noaccesstobet-
terinputsand modern technologies.”
We sympathize with Dar on
his advocacy of the foregoing new
thinking measures. However, we
hasten to add that these policy pro-
posalsarenctnewand certainly not
enough. Dar’s proposals had been
fleshed out earlierin the Agriculture
and Fisheries Modernization Act
of 1997, alaw enacted by Congress
to strengthen the sector’s capacity
to adjust to the greater integration
of the economy in the world mar-
ket due to Philippine membership
in the World Trade Organization

(WTO) in 1994-1995. The AFMA
law was given huge annual billion-
peso budgetary outlays in the late
1990s and in the first decade of the
millennium. And yet, AFMA failed
to deliver agricultural moderniza-
tion and economicwell-beingto the
rural population.

Asdocumented by the Integrated
Rural Development Foundation (see
Rebuilding a Damaged Agricuftural
Sector, 2016), the desolation of the
agricultural sector was due to the
following:

# Aimless, mindless global
integration. Unlike Fortress Eu-
rope orprotectionist America (with
its subsidy-focused US Farm law),
the Philippines embraced agricul-
tural liberalization/deregulation
under a globalized economic order
without any clear global integra-
tion strategy, without any clear
adjustment and safety nets for
the weak economic players, such
as the small farmers, and without
givingample technical/moderniza-
tion and extension service assis-
tance to the farming population.
The Philippines simply embraced
aimless liberalization (courtesy of
the IMF-World Bank’s structural
adjustment program of the 1980s

and 1990s), agricultural tariffica-
tion {commitment to the WTO) and
endless programs to open up the
a{gricultural market (via various
bilateral and regional free-trade
agreements, e.g., ATIGA of Asean).
|‘ # Mangled implementation

af agrarian reform. The Philip-
pine AR program is one of the lon-

.gestin the world's history. It is sup-

posed to be comprehensive, and yet
it is subverted by various legal and
b‘ureaucratic loopholes (e.g., stock
options) developed by the rich and
anti-reform forces. There is also no
clear program to transform the AR
beneficiaries into modern and pro-
gressive farmers; instead, in many
places of the country, the AR benefi-
ciaries have been transformed into
poor lessors of land managed by the
rich (such as the AVA system in the
banana sector of Mindanao).

2 Corruption in the DA and
other agriculture-related agen-
cies under the various adminis-
trations. So much hasbeen written
about this.

% Environmental degrada-
tion. The secretary is correct in
pointingout the gravity of this prob-
lem.

E Policy incongruence. There
are many cases, such as lack of DA-
DARand DA-DENR coordination on
agricultural development. The most
urgent, at present, is the absence of
a comprehensive, and just, national
and localland use policy. At present,
the absence of such policy allows
big city realtors and developers to
convert thousands of agricultural
land into cementedland, even “land
banking” some of them for specula-
tive purposes.

| In summary, a leveling up pro-
gﬁam for the agricultural sector
requires an honest-to-goodness in-
quiry on the root causes of the col-
lapse of the sector.

 Dar has to confront also the piv-
otal issue: small farmer first or big
trader/importer first? In the first
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year of the badly crafted rice tar-
iffication law, which Dar opposed
before his appointment because he
favored a graduated approach, the
department’s role was reduced to
firefighting. He inveigled local gov-
ernment units in rice-growing prov-
incestosupporthigher prices forthe
palayfarmers. Eventually, President
Duterte himself got into the act by

providing extra funds to the NFA so

that it can buy more.

Andyet, there was no positive re-
sponse from the DA on the proposal
of farmer organizations to stop the
flood of rice imports through the
application of temporary tariff safe-

guards, which the WTO allows. Nor

were there any positive response
from DA on the demand of farmer
organizations for a review/repeal
of the rice tariffication law, and an

‘inquiry on who among the big rice

importers/distributorsare “gaming”
the rice sector at the expense of the
palay farmers and domestic millers,
and vigjeros.

Finally, Darhas beenciting Singa-
pore as an exampie of a food-secure
country even if this city state hasno
agriculturalland. The implication of
this statement is that food security
cannotbeequated toself-sufficiency,
or capacity of the Philippines to pro-
duceits own foodrequirements. Does
this mean giving up the program of
building up the food production ca-
pacity of the country and embracing
instead the neoliberal proposal to
focus agri development on the pro-
duction'of moreagricultural exports
and nonfood high-value crops?

On this policy issue, Dar needs
to dialogue with the farmer orga-
nizations that have been painting
anti-RTL slogans below his giant
tarpaulins on new thinking, Farmer
organizations, suchas theIRDF have
been contesting the false premisesof
the neoliberals that food security is
secured when a country can import
allthe productsits morieycanaftord.

More on this in the next issue.
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[ IN AR BLK WO | 1N [ya UED IVALUE OF VALUE OF
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sampung porshyento (10%) ng islnumieng tuning. Kung ang bumibill ay nais bawiin ang kanilang {10%} ng, ting. Kung mgbumtml: ay nais bawiin ang kenilang.
dinepasitang halag,a bliang alak S8 paEDt, NRURIL natukoy Ma GNE Dinakametass na bidder, ang mnepasuongbalaga tliang alok S8 paguu ngum nalukoy A2 ang pinakarnalaas na bidder, arg
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bahaliasa hedaga ng . Ang py iy 1 bmabasakmgnmmmwgmw Argpa........\fmaymaymwgmmanmglsa
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e Ml ng mga
|EHLANG PG | PANGALAK NG mw SUKATIG  MALAGANG |umruey | MABLLIANG HALAGA NG
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— |
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