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Tieza-funded sewerage plant to boost Puerto
Galera rehabilitation and tourism, DENR says

By JONATHAN L. MAYUGA
¥ Gionlmayuga

FFICIALS ofthe Department
O of Environment and Natural

Resources {(DENR) on Thurs-
dayannounced that a second and big-
ger sewerage treatment plant (STP)
thatwillsoonbe constructed nearthe
famousWhite Beachin PuertoGalera.

The STP plan came following a
donation of a prime property that
will house the facility that will also
ensure proper treatment of waste-
water from business establishments
and households near the famous
beachresortsinPuerto Galeratown,
Province of OrientalMindoro, before
being released to the environment.

The 1.14-hectare property lo-
cated at Barangay San Isidro was
donated to the DENR by the heirs
of the late National Artist for Ar-
chitecture Leandro Locsin.

Around 2,000 square meters of
the donated property will be used
for the STP while a suboffice of the
DENR Provincial Environment and
Natural Resources (PENRO) will be
built in the remaining 9,444 sq m.

With the donation, the govern-
ment could start next month the
construction of the P194-million
project. It is expected to be opera-
tional by the last quarter of 2020.

To legalize the donation, Locsin
signed the deed of donation last
week.

Puerto Galera’s second STP has a
capacity of 3,000 cubic meters, and
willserviceresidentsandbusinesses-
tablishmentsin Barangay SanIsidro.

DENRMimaropa Regional Execu-
tive Director Henry Adornado said
the construction of a second STP in
Puerto Galera,afamousbeachresort
and tourist magnet, will boost the
government's effort to protect and
conserve the coastal and marine
environment in the island paradise.

Hetoldthe BUSINESSMIRROR that
the projectis funded by the Tourism
Infrastructure and Enterprise Zone
Authority (Tieza), and will be imple-
mented by the Department of Public
Works and Highways (DPWH). Upon
construction, the facility will be ran

and managed by the local govern-
ment of Puerto Galera.

“All water wastes in the locality
shall pass through the STP before
discharging. It must pass the water
quality standard. In that case, the
pollution of water bodies there can
be avoided,” Adornado said.

Headded that the facility will not
onlycater tobusinessestablishments
but households in the area, as well.

Meanwhile, in a news statement,
the DENR chief said having a second
STPanda DENR satelliteoffice with-
in Puerto Galera’s White Beach area
would enhance effarts to preserve it
and help avoid anather Boracay, or
the temporary closure of a tourist
destination because of environmen-
tal problems.

“Puerto Galera was ahead of Bo-
racay in terms of gaining interna-
tional attention as a major tourist
destination, and [ eammend its lo-
cal executives and stakeholders for
taking a proactive stance to prevent
a Boracay-like scenario in Puerto
Galera,” Cimatu said.

Cimatucommendedinparticular
the Locsin family and Puerto Galera
Mayor Rocky llagan, who has exhib-
ited serious commitment to protect
and conserve Mindoro's prime eco-
tourism destination.

Since embarking on a program
to preserve the country’s top tourist
destinations two years ago, Cimatu
said it was his first time to witness
“suchapartnershipbetweenamayor
and alandowner comingtogether for
a common environmental cause.”

Cimatu even told llagan that he
would always sethim as “an example
for other mayors” due to his efforts
to install STPs in his town.

Callingit “adreamcometrue,” Ila-
gan said the donated land was "at a
very strategic place for an STP” with
around 70 percent of Puerto Galera’s
annual tourist arrivals going to the
White Beach area.

Puerto Galera’s first STP, a P100-
million facility located in Barangay
Sabang, becamefully operationallast
December. It has since been treating
1,750 cubic meters of uncontrolled
wastewater per day.
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DENR to construct second éewage
treatment facility in Puerto Galera

PUERTO Galera will have its second
and bigger wastewater freafment facil-
1ty soon.

According to Environment Secre-
tary Roy Cimatu, the heirs of the late
National Artist for Architecture Le-
andro Locsin donated a prime prop-
erty to the Department of Environ-
ment and Nafural Resources,

Cimatu said the 1.14-hectare located
in Bgy. San Isidro, Puerto Galera, Orien-
tal Mindoro will be a major boost in the
efforts to preserve the water and marine
resources in the famous White Beach.

"Heé said that the construction of the
P194-million Sewage Treatment Plant

(STP) will irnmediately start next month
and expected tobe operational by the last
quarter of 2020.

Of the donated property, around 2,000
square meters will be used for the STP
while a sub-office of the DENR Provin-
cial Environment and Natural Resources
(PENRO) will be built in the remaining
9,444 sq.m. area.

Cimatu said that having a second STP
and a DENR satellite office within Puer-
to Galera’s White Beach area would en-
hanceefforts to preserveitand helpavoid
another Boracay or the temporary clo-
sure of a tourist destination because of
environmental problems. Joel delaTorre
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Huawei helps protect
Palawan rainforest

Alert vs deforestation. A bio-acoustic monitoring device records sounds from the
forests and uploads them to Huawel Cloud for analysis.

ENVIRONMENTAL advocates
and forests rangers in the Philip-

pines have partnered to protect

Philippine rainforest.

“Huawei Rainforest Con-
nection Phase 17 was recently
launched by Huawei Technologies
Philippines Institute (HTPT) as a
pilot project in cooperation wich
the Department of Eavironment
and Natural Resources (DENR)
and Smart Communications.

Phase 2 will be in Bukidoon in
partnership with Globe Telecom.

“The Huawei Rainforest Con-
necton hopes to help curb the rate
of deforestation in the country,
which is the largest contributor
e green gas emissions, and cause
of major calamities like flood-

'ing and landslides. This 15 one

of the projects wherein industry
telco players and Government
join hands to protect cur envi-
ronment.” said Daniel Guo Zhi,
Huawei Philippines vice president
and chief operating officer.

The project was formally pre-
sented to IDENR Secretary Roy
Cimatu last January 21 during a
meeting with Topher White, Rain-
torest Connection (RFCx) chief
executive officer and founder;
Darwin Flores, vice president of
Smart Communications; Nilo Ta-
moria, IDENR executive director;
Jim Sampulina, DENR under-
secretary; and Karrie Buenafe and

Sally Zhou from Huawei Public
Affairs.

Through Huawei'’s collabora-
tion with Rainforest Connection, a
US-Based non-profit organization,
used Huawei cellphones are upcy-
cled to help protect the rainforest
from illegal logging by repurposing
them as “Rainforest Guardians.”

Technically known as bio-acoustic
monitoring devices, sounds from
the forests are recotded, uploaded w
Huawei Cloud via data connection,
analyzed by Huawei Al and alerts are
sent to forest rangers in real fime.

DINR and the forest rangers in
Palawan now use Huawei’s mobile
phones as their “listening posts”
in the forest areas and are quickly
alerted when sounds of threats like
chainsaws are identified.

By using Huawei Cloud, In-
ternet of Things and Al-assisted
servers, Palawan and the Philip-
pines will be better protected from
illegal logging,

Since the projectwas launched,
three alerts of illegal logging in the
arca were verified and foiled by the
Forest rangers.

Rainforest Connection is
one of the key programs under
Huawei Tech4all that applies
technology, applications and
skills to help conserve nature and
mitigate the effects of climate
change and protect our planet
more efficiently.
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Remaining SoKor

garbage

shipped

back this month

By RHODINA ViLLANUEVA

At least 100 shipping con-
tainers of plastic waste il-
legally shipped to Northern
Mindanac in 2018 will finally
be returned to South Korea.

Quoting John Simon of the
Bureau of Customs-Northern
Mindanao, EcoWaste Coali-
tion said 50 shipping contain-
ers would be shipped back
on Sunday and the other 50
on Feb. 23.

Simon said 50 shipping
containers were re-export-
ed on Jan. 19 and 51 others
on Jan. 13.

“The re-exportation of
the remaining wastes from
South Korea... signifies our .
nation’s steadfastness to
protect public health and
the environment from the
deceptive trade in hazard-
ous waste disguised as plas-
tic waste for recycling,”

Simon told EcoWaste in a
text-message.

Cargo ships Vivaldi and
Nordmarsh will bring the
plastic waste to its point of
origin.

EcoWaste national coor-
dinator Aileen Lucero wel-
comed Simon’s announce-
ment, saying it would “help
bring the dumping contro-
versy to a close.”

“To deter illegal traffic of
waste in the future, all those
responsible for this mess
should be fully held account-
able in accordance with the
rule of law,” Lucero said.

Verde Soko Philippines
Industrial Corp. imported
the shipments that were
misdeclared as synthetic
plastic flakes,

The shipments arrived at
the Mindanao International
Container Port on July 21
and Oct. 20 in 2018.
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Air pollution,
daming pinapatay

ISTULANG COVID-19 (bagong tawag sa nCoV)

ang air pollution sa bansa sapagkat 27,000
katao ang pinapatay bawat taon. Sa pag-aatal ng
Greenpeace Southeast Asia at ng Center for Re-
search on Energy and Clean Air, ang usok mula sa
mga sasakyan gamit ang gasolina at krudo at ma-
ging ang myga sinusunog na coai ay nagiging sanhi
ng kamatayan ng mga Pilipino. Dahilan din ang air
pollution sa pagkawala o pagkasayang ng P304 bil-
yon sa ekonomiya ng bansa.

Noong nakaraang Hulyo 2019, sa isang report,
mas mataas ang bilang ng mga namamatay dahil sa
air pollution - 120,000 -- dahil sa pagkalanghap ng
hangin na may lason. Ayon pa sa report, number 3
ang Pilipinas sa mga bansa sa Asia na marami ang
namamatay sa air pollution Nangungurth ang China
at ikalawa ang Mongolia.

Karaniwang pinagmumulan ng hangin na ma
lason ang ibinubugang usok ng mga sasakyan parti-
kular na ang mg‘_a dyipni na karaniwang yumayaot
samga kalsada. Tinatayang 80 porsiyento na pinang-
gagalingan ng air pollution ay mula &a mga hindi
namimintinang sasakyan. Pinakamalala ang air
pollution sa Metro Manila. :

Ayon sa Department of Health (DOH}), ang maru-
ming hanglin ay llr(z;idudulot ng noncommunicable
diseases (NCDs). ilang sa mga sakit na nakukuha
dahil sa pagkalanghap nang maruming hangin ay
aillergigs, acute respiratory infections, chronic obs-
tructive putmonary diseases, cancer at cardiovas-
cular diseases. Unang tinatamaaan ng sakit a

pasahero at pedestrians dahil sila ang nakalantad

5a maruming hangin. Araw-araw nilang nalala
ang maruming hangin na dulot ng mga sasakyan. Bu-
kod sa usok ng mga sasakzan, nalalanghap din ang
usck ng mga sinunog na basura, oma, plastic at
iba pang harmful wastes na delikado sa kalusugan,
abi ng Isang health official, hindi nabibi?yang
ﬁansin ng gobyerno ang isyu ukol sa air pollution.
indi ito binibigyang halaga gayung dapat ay unaKin
ito sapagkat nakasalalalay ang buhali_:y n? m .
Tungkulin ng Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) na mapangatagaan at
mapadalisay ang hangin. ila ang nararapat mag-
patupad at gumawa ng hakbang Blafa mapigllan ang

iga hagpaparumi sa hangin sa Metro Manila.
Kailan kikilos ang DENR?
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COVID-19 to further slow
processing of China ODA

By CZERIZA VALENCIA

AL e S il

R e

The coronavirus disease-2019 (COVID-19) outbreak may
further slow down the processing of official development
assistance (ODA) from China as there will be fewer meet-
ings due to travel restrictions, the National Economic and
Development Authority (NEDA) said.

Socioeconomic Planning Sec-
retary and NEDA chief Emesto
Pernia said there is recognition
onboth sides that more meetings
rmust be held about projects pro-
posed for financing, but current
travel limitations inrelation to the

read of the virus may prevent
ese from pushing through.

“We admitted that we need
to meet, to have regular meet-
ings, but it would be difficult
right now because we cannot

go to China,” he teld reporters
in a recent interview.

He also noted that China's
dollar shortage may contribute
to the lag in the processing
of ODA for infrastructure
projects in the Philippines.

Last month, Pernia com-
mented on the slowness of the
provision of ODA from China
compared with Japan, which
is currently the country’s top
ODA provider.

Pernia attributed this to the
lack of regular meetings with
their Chinese counterparts as
well as the languid pace in the
screening process for Chinese

companies on the Philippine

side..

So far, only two projects
under the government’s Build
Build Build program have
obtained funding from China:
the Chico River Dam irrigation
project and the Kaliwa Dam
project.

The Philippines is stepping
up negotiations for ODA to
fund its ambitious infrastruc-
ture program within the grace

_period allotted for countries

graduating to upper middle
income status.

The country is currently
classified as a lower middle
income economy having a
gross national jncome (GNI)
per capita of $3,830 as of 2018.
This year, it is expected to
become an upper middle in-
come country with a GNI per
capita income range of $3,996
to $12,375.

A three-year grace period
will be in effect before the
country becomnes ineligible for
concessional loans or borrow-
ings with interest rates that fall
below market rates.

Alongside this are efforts to
attain an “A” credit rating so
commercial funding sources
can be tapped in the absence
of concessional financing.
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