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DENR 11 and 13 DONATE CONFISCATED
LUMBERS TO DAVSUR'S EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS

Natural Rescurces (DENR) Regions 11 and 13 to the prevince of Davao del Sur iast January 30, 2020,

Atoiai of 31,832.54 board fee! of confiscated fores! products were donated by the Department of Environment and

It can be recalled that DENR Secretary Roy A. Cimalu issued a directive to #s Mindanao offices last year to
release confiscated lumbers to help Mindanao eanthquake victims rebuiid their homes. :

During ke signing of the Deed of Donations, DENR Undersecretary for Enforcamant and Muslim Affairs Jim O.
Sampuina said that the denation of forest products to Davao del Sur is one way of tefling the people that DENR's mission is
not oniy Yo have a cleaner and greener environment, bul i also includes looking at the wellare of the people.

Moreover, Assistant Secretary for Fisld Operations Easlemn Mindanae and DENR 11's Regional Execulive irector

DENR Undersecretary for
Enforcement and Muslim
Affiars Jim O, Sampuina
emphasizes that DEMR's
missionis not only to have
a cleaner and greener
environment but to also
took at the welfare of the
peaple.

During the signing of the
Deed of Donations, Davao
del Sur Governor Douglas
RA, Cagas expresses
his gratitude to DENR
for the help they have
extended In rebuilding
the homes and lives of the
earthquake victims.

In an interview, DENR Assistant Secretary for Field
Operations Eastern Mindanao and DENR 11° Regional
Executive Director Ruth M. Tawantawan said that giving
assistance to the earthquake victims is one of the
important things that Secretary Cimatu would want to
attend to.

Ruth M. Tawantawan assured the pecple of Davao det
Sur that helping them rebuild their homes is one of the
important things that Secretary Cimalu would want to
aftend to.

'As Sacretary Cimatu is commitied fo have a

DENR that gives high quality of service to the people,

we are exiending whatever assistance we. can give
aspacially (o those communities who were affected by
the sarthquake incident.

Davao del Sur Govemer Deuglas RA Cagas
expressed his grafitude to DENR for the help they
have extended in rebuilding the homes and lives of the
aarthquake victims.

“f's painful to see the destruction caused by
the earthquake thet's why | am very thankful to the
DENR for donating these confiscated forest products.
| know this will nof be the last for 1 know they are really
commitled to help,” he said.

Cagas revealed that there were 9,000 homes in
Davac del Sur that were totaliy damaged and 30,000
homes thal were partially damaged Mayers from
the different municipatities of Davac del Sur also
expressed their appraciation t¢ the DENR for donating
the confiscated (umbers 1o their province. They said
they are hopeiu) that they cowld immediately slart
constructing temporary homes fer the viclims.

Also present during the event i Mindanao
Development Authonty (MinDA)} Chairman Emmanual
‘Manny” Pifiol who said that Secrefary Cimatu
immediately responded to LGU's request for donations
of lumbers which they could use for the construction of
lemporaey shellers.

‘DENR's move to donate confiscated forest
products ¥ earthguake victims is actually showing fo the
peaple thal this is a responsive governmenit. We respond
to the situation and we adjust our govemance,” he said.

On the other hand, DENR 13's Regional Executive
Diractor Atty. Felix Alicer said that there are ne political
boundaries when it comes to extending help lo the
people. “We toally want o help rebuild the lves of
these earthquake victims in Region X! especially in the
province of Davao del Sur. And {o sxtend cur help, we
have {o expand our jurisdiction.”

DENR Regions 11 and 13, in collaboration with MinDA, donate
confiscated forest products to the Provindal Government of

Davao del Sur.

Through the signing of the Deed of Donzlions, a total of
31,892,54 bd. ft. of confiscated forest products were donated to
the Province of Davao del Sur.
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By Paul David L. Gelario

HE Deparument of Environment and Natural Resources

and the Depaniment of Health are optimistic that the Health

and Pollution Action Plan will buitd a safer and heaithier
environment as it compliments the National Environmental Health
Action Plan of 2017-2022.

HPAP is supported by a triad of ment Organizatica. European Com-
worldwide organizations, such as mission. and the World Health Organi-
United Nations Industrial Develop-  zation. 15 aim is Lo outline the specific

situational analysis and action plans of
NEHAP.

NEHAP focuses on seven thematic
areas primarily waler supply, air qual-
ity, solid waste management, chemical
safety, food safety, occupational health,
and climate change. The complemen-
tary HPAP focuses on sector areas such
as outdoor air pollutton. wastewater and
sanitation, occupalional expesure, in-
door air pollution, and soil pollution.

MITIGATING OUTDOOR ATR
POLLUTION

Data released by the National Air
Quality Status Report for 2008§-2015,
shawed oudoor poilution has caused
about 2000 preroarure deaths, with
9.000 suffering from chronic bronchitis.

[n 2009, it was reported that a mil-
tion people were greatly affecied with
about 13,000 prematurely dying, due

to qutdoor air poltution in the country.

Tt was reported that 35 percent of Fili-
pinos use tradilional cooking fuels and
technologics thal were proven 10 be det-
rimemtal to health. Smoke from solid fu-
els such as wood, dung, crop. nasie. or
coal n poorly ventilated homes contains
harmful compounds such as particu-
laie matier, carbon monoxide, nitrogen
oxide, and sulfur oxide. The buming
ot solid fuels contnbuted to 4.3 million
premarure deaths globally.

To address ouwtdoor air poliution,
DENR has set up 51 real-time ambient
air quality monitering sysiems nation-
wide. Hazardous gas compounds such
as sultur dioxide. nirogen dioxide,
ozone, carbon monoxide, and lead will
then be monitored.

All new wehicles will be evaluated for
compliance on emission standards in or-
der to obtain a Certificate of Conformiry
before being intraduced to the marker.

DENR also plans to designate a re-
sponsible agency assigned solely for
indoor pollution. Government agencies
such as the Department of Health and
the Department of [nierior and Local
Government also develop household
standards for indoer pollution.

Wwith half of the population using
traditional cocking fuels. a massive in-
formation campaign is planned to in-
torm the community about the hazards
of biomass burning regarding indoor
air quality. This campaign will include
the media or electronic display boards
of the Manila Metropolitan Develop-
ment Authority.

ADDRESSING WASTEWATER
AND SANITATION

DENR stated that a significant por-
tion of the couniry’s surface waters and
groundwaters are contaminated due to
lows levels of waste water treatment and
improper sewage managenent. Rural
areas were most vuloerable with tropi-
cal diseases such as Schistosomiasis
and Lymphatic Filariasis becoming
Turnto £7
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widespread in many of the poorest prov-
inces. y

The country now has two frameworks,
namely the National Sustainable Sanitation
Plan and the Philippine Sustainable Sanita-
tion Roadmap, which aim to solve sanitation
challenges from ending open defecation,
treating sewage markets, agriculture, indus-
try, and other water pollutants.

About 50 percent of the national gov-
ernment cost-share is allocated for sewage
projects for all cities and first-class mu-
nicipalities.

PROTECTING WORKERS FROM
WORK-RELATED ILLNESSES

Occupational exposure is focused on the
protection of workers from work-related
illnesses, where blue-collar workers are
most vulnerable.

In a study in the industrial sector, work-
ers in nine cement plants were exposed
to heat, noise and dust. The semiconduc-
tor manufacturing industry, based on
DENR’s study, reported 399 female work-
ers of having abnormal health effects such
as abortion and ectopic pregnancy. |

The Occupational Safety and Health
Center (OSHC) is mandated to prevent and
reduce work-related injuries, deaths, and ef-
fectively implement occupational health.

OSHC has provided training for the pri-
vate and public sectors, while also provid-
ing technical assistance and services on
occupational safety and health, Programs
regarding chemical safety management
such as fundamentals of industrial hy-
giene, work environment measurement,
ventilation, chemical safety, and globally
harmonized system of Iabeling chemicals
were offered to the workers.

NEHAP was first published in 2005 un-
der the watchful eye of the Inter-Agency
Committee on Environmental Health.
Since then it underwent revisions until its
latest in 2018.
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PASIG RIVER TF NG DENR
NAMIGAY NG BASURAHAN

NAMAHAGI ng trash bins o basura-
han ang Pasig River Task Force ng
Department of Environment and Nat-
ural Resources sa mga kapitan ng
barangay sa 6 na distrito ng Mayni-
ia bilang bahagi ng patuloy na pag-
lilinis sa mga estero at rehabilitas-
yon ng Manila Bay.

tsang set ng rolling trash bins
ang ibinigay sa 243 barangay 6 na
distrito bilang bahagi ng Pasig River
Task Force Operational Plan. Ang
naturang mga barangay ang naka-
sasakop 54 mga estero na dumada-
loy sa Pasig River.

Sinusuportahan din nito ang
direkiiba ni DENR Secretary Roy A.
Cimatu na hikayatin ang taumbay-
&n na iumulang sa rehabilitasyon ng
Manila Bay.

Sa panig naman ni DENR Un-
dersecretary Benny D. Antiporda,
aniya, ang pakikipagiulungan ng
mga barangay cfficial ang magiging

susi upang magkaroon ng katupa-
ranang pregramang ito. “Your gen-
uine concern to help clean the en-
vironment should come from your
inner desire to be part of the suc-
cess of this project, and not from
the fear of getting sanctions because
you have not performed your man-
date.”

Partnership ng PCUP at
TESDA, wagi ang urban poor

Pormal na nakipagpulong si
Presidential Commission for the Ur-
bar Poor Chairman at CEQ Alvin
S. Feliciano kay TESDA Director-
General Isidro Lapena at tinalakay
ang mga programa at proyeklo na
kanliang iiviunsad para samga ma-
raiitang Filipino.

Isa sa napagtuunan ng pansin
ang mas maigting na pakikipagtu-
tungan ng TESDA sa isinasaga-
wang serbisyo caravan ng PCUP

sa iba'l ibang panig ng bansa, ga- -
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yundin sa isa pa nitong programa
na Privilege Card na tiyak pakikina-
bangan ng mga mahihirap.

Tiyak panafo na naman ang
mahihirap na Pinoy sa partnership
ng PCUP at TESDA na nauna nang
pinamunuan ni Chairman/CEQ Fe-
liciamo.

Babala ni Mayor Rex sa

mga negosyanteng switik

Inatasan ni Valenzuela City
Maycr Rex Gatchalian ang City
Health Office at ang Locat Economic
and investmeni Promotions Office
na ranguna sa pag-monitor at pag-
bibigay ng kaukulang penalty sa
ilang mapagsamantalang neges-
yante na walang habas sa pagtataas
ng presyo ng mga bilikin, lalo na

ang surgical o face masks na gamit
ng marami laban sa 2019 nCoV.

“l have instructed the CHG and
LEIPO to conduct inspections and
closely monitor all husiness estab-
lishments and retail outlets in the
¢ity to ensure that price regulation
on masks is strictly implemented,”
ani Mayor Rex.

“During the city-wide monitor-
ing conducled recently, it's con-
firmed that the average cost of suir-
gical masks is still P5 1o P6 while
the lowest cost of N85 masks is
P45. However, these masks are
currentiy oul of stock.”

Biglang nagmahal ang face
masks sa Taal Volcano eruption at
nCoV outbreak nitong Eneto.
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UNTV cagefest

Games Snaday
(Paco Arena)
3:30 p.m. — Judiciary vs

AFP

5 p.m. - NHA vs DENR
PEFENDING
champion Armed
Forces of the Philip-
pines (AFP) and De-
partment of Envi-
ronment and Natu-
ral Resources
showed no sign of
rust from a two-
week break as they
took Game 1 of their
respective best-of-
three semis series in
the 8th UNTV Cup
held over the week-
end Paco Arena in
Manila.

The AFP Cavaliers, bid-
ding to become the first
back-to-back champions
of the apnual tournament
for public servants, aut-
lasted the Judiciary Mag-
is, 79-74, while the DENR
Warriors clebbered the
National Housing Author-
lty Builders, 79-63.

AFP and DENE, ‘which

advanced outright to the
semis after finishing 1-2 in
the two-phase elimination
round of the event orga-
nized by UNTV President
and CEO Dr. Daniel Ra-
zom, can forge a title dumel
starting next week if they
prevail anew on Sunday.
In getting back at the
team that handed them
their only defeat in the
elims, the Cavaliers leaned
on 8 well-balanced attack
to inch closer to earning
another trip to the finals.
In a show of force, five
AFP players scored in dou-
ble figures with Jerry Lu-
mungsod leading the way
with 13, Darwin Cordero
and Ezer Rosopa adding 12
each, Romeo Almerol 11
and Wilfrede Casulia 10.
Former PH team mem-
bers Eugene Tap had only
three points but produced
seven assists, four steals
and three rebounds for the
Cavaliers who also gun-
ning for their fourth title
in the event offering P4
million to the chosen char-
ity of the champion team.
The Warriors, on the
other hand, banked on the
troika of Ralph Lansang,
Melvin® Bangal and Ed

AFP DENR
a win away
from final

Rivera to furn what was
expected to be a tight con-
test into a rout.

Bangal and Lansang
fired 19 points each while
Rivera turned in a double-
double of 12 points and 13
boards apart from issuing

First Game

DENR (79) - Bangal 19,
Lansang 19, Rivera 12,
Abanes 9, Gambea 8, At-
ablanco 7, Ayson 5, Par-
reno 0.

MHA (63) - Mercado 14,
Dizon 10, W. Tibay 9, Vi-
tug 6, R. Tibay 5, Alastoy
4, Prado 4, Lustestica 4,
Sumayang 2, M. Dizon 0,
A. Adolfo 0. .

Quarterscores; 19-17,
38-26, 60-46, 79-63.

Second Game

AFP (79) - Lumongsod
13, Rosopa 12, Cordero 12,
Almerol 11, Casulla 10,
Quiambao 8, Bautista 6,
Tan 3, Fernandez 2, Ser-
gio 2, Araneta 0

Judiciary (74_ — Dela
Cruz 18, Salamat 13,
Ybanez 10, Litonjua 6,

. Bergonio 5, Tolomia 5, Di-

onisio 3, Marquez 3, Puno

2, Serrano 1, Roma ¢
‘Quarterscores: 16-22,

40-41, 60-56, 79-74, 3
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8TH UNTV CUP.

Games Sunday
(Paco Arena)
3:30 p.m. — Judiciary vs AFP
5 p.m. — NHA vs DENR

Defending champion Armed Foroes
of the Philippines (AFP) and Depart-
ment of Environment and Natural
Resources showed no sign of rust
from a two-week break as they took
Game 1 of their respedtive best-of-
three semis series in the 8th UNTV
Cup held over the weekend Paco Are-
na in Manila.

The AFP Cavaliers, bidding to be-
come the first badketo-back cham-
pions of the annual tournament for
public servants, outiasted the Judi-
dary Magis, 79-74, while the DENR
Waniors clobbered the National
Housing Authority Builders, 79-63.

AFP and DENR, which advanced
outright to the semiis after finishing 1-2
in the two-phase elimination round of
the event organized by UNTV Presi-
dent and CEOQ Dr. Daniel Razon, can
forge a tile duel starting next week
if they prevail anew on Sunday.
In getting back at the team that

Gavs, Warriors
near titie duel

scored in double figures with Jerry
Lumungsod leading the way with
13, Darwin Cordera and Ezer Rosopa
adding 12 each, Romeo Almergl 11
and Wilfredo Casulla 10.

Former PH team members Eu-
gene Tan had only three points
but produced seven assists, four
steals and three rebounds for the
Cavaliers who also gunning for their
fourth title in the event offering P4
million to the chosen dharity of the
champion team. 2

The Warriors, on the other hand,
banied on the troika of Ralph Lan-
sang, Meivin Bangal and Fd Rivera to
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AFP, DENR surge ahead in UNTV semis

DEFENDING champion Armed
Forces of the Philippines and
Departmens of Environment and
Natural Resources showed no sign
of rust from a two-week break and
wofn Game 1 of their respective
best-of-three semis series in the
8th UNTV Cup over the weekend
at the Paco Arena in Manita.

The AFP Cavaliers, bidding
to become the brst back-to-back
champions of the annual tourna-
ment for public servants, outlasted
the Judiciary Magis 79-74 while
the DENR Warriors clobbered
the National Housing Authority
Builders 79-63.

AFP and DENR, which ad-
vanced outright to the semis after
finishing 1-2 in the two-phase

elimination round of
the event organized by
UNTYV President and

GAMES SUNDAY

{Paca Arena)
3:30 pm. - Juditiery w3, AFP
50.m.— KHA vs. DENR

Former national team
members Hugene Tan
only had three points

CEQO Dt Daniel Razon,
can forge a title duel
starting next week if they prevail
anew on Sunday,

In gerdng back at the zeam that
handed them their only defeat
in the eliminatons, the Cavaliers
leaned on a well-balanced attack
to inch closer to earning another
trip to the finals.

In a show of force, five AFP
players scored in double figures,
with Jerry Lumungsod leading
the way with 13, Darwin Cordero
and Ezer Rosopa adding 12 each,
Romeo Almerol 11 and Wilfredo
Casulla 10.

but came up with seven
assists, four steals and
three rebounds for the Cavaliers,
who are gunning for their fourth
title in the event offering P4 mil-
lion to the chosen charity of the
champion team.

The Warriots banked on the
trotka of Ralph Lansang, Melvin
Bangal and Ed Rivera to turn what
was expected to be a tight contest
into a rout.

Bangal and Lansang fired 19
points each while Rivera turned
in a double-double of 12 points
and 13 boards apart from issuing
sixX assists.
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TWG ng MWSS dapal magpaliwanag- COA
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TWG ng MWSS dapat magpaliwanag- GOA

NABUKING ng Commission
on Audit ang ilang Iregula-
ridad sa paggawad ng kon-
frata para sa konstruksyon
ng P12.2-billion Kaliwa Dam
praject sa Infanta, Quezon sa
isang Chinese firm.

Sa 8-pahinang audk obser-
valion memorandum na may
petsang June 10, 2018, sinabi
ng COA na nabige ang techni-
cal working group ng Metropo-
litan Waterworks and Sewerage
System na makapagsagawa
ng nararapa’ 3 bicding at vet-
ting proced 2s bago nito igi-
nawad ang proyekio sa Ching
Energy Engineering Com. noong
December 2018.

“We recommend that
MWSS Management demand
axplanation: from the members
of the TWG for acceptance of the

- - two bidders/contractors in spite

of non-compliance with vetting/
pre-gualification requirements,”
laman ng memo na ginawa nina
officer-in-charge audit team lead-
er Rency Meryl Marquez at of-
ficer-n-charge supervising au-
ditor Ma. Nancy Uy at naka-
address kay MWSS adminis-
trator Reynaldo Velasco.

Sinabi pa ng COA na dapat
ding papanagutin ang mga opi-
syal ng TWG sa kabiguang
magsagawa ng pagsusuri sa
proyekio &t humiling ng kapalit
ng datawang hindi kuwalipike-
dong bidders, na pumigil sa
MWSS na makepili ng pinaka-
qualified na contracior.

Ayon sa audit team, luma-
bas na nagsagawa ng shartlist
ang TWG ng MWSS at tinang-

gap sa kalaunar ang bid appli-
cations ng tationg Chinese fims
— CEEC, Consortium of Guang-
dong Foreign Construction at
Power China Ltd. — bagama’t
dalawa sa mga ito ay hindi na-
katugon sa pre-qualification re-
quirements na naunang (fnakda
ng MWSS para sa proyekto.

Ayen sa COA, nabigo ang
CEEC ai ang Consortium of
Guangdong na ipakita na naka-
suned sila sa years of experi-
ence sa design al engineering
works, gayundin sa construc-
tionwaorks tulad ngitinatakda para
sa proyekta.

Sa panuntunan ng MWSS,
ang mga kompanya lang na
matagumpay ha nakakumpleto
sa nakalipas na 20 taon ng de-
sign, engineering at construction
works para sa isang dam at
cenveyance struciure na Katu-
lad ang complexity ng panuka-
iang Kaliwa Dam project ang
maaaring maghkwaiipika sa bid-
ding.

Sinabi ng COA na ang bid
documents na isinumite ng
CEEC at Consortium of Guang-

dong ay hindi nagsasaad ng -

petsa ng completion ng ipinala-
lagay na hydro stations at dam
projects na sinasabi nilang isk-
nagawa.

"The TWG should have
been more circumspect to veri-
fy whether fhe reported projects
were actually completed to es-
tablish the validity and existence
thereof and to attain the purpose
of vetting which is to evaluate
whether the neminated Chinese
contractors meet the minimum

technical qualifications,” ha-
kasaad pa sa audit memoran-
dum.

Ang mas masama, ayon
sa COA, tita mero-mioro lang ang
competitive bidding na isinaga-
wa ng TWG.

Ayon pa sa COA, ang Con-
sortium of Guangdong ay na-
disqualify sa first stage ng bid-
ding procedure dahil sa kawalan
ng kinakailangang mga doku-
mento tulad ng business pem,

‘Philippine Confractors Accredi-

tation Board (PCAB) license,
Philippine Gevemment Electron-
ic  Procurement  System
(PHIGEPS) certificate at valid
Singte Lamgest Completed Con-
tract o SLCC.

Na-disgualify naman ang
Power China £1d. sa second
stage ng bidding nang mag-alok
ite ng mas mataas ng 6.91 pes-
cent sa Approved Budget for
Conlract.

Nagtataka ang COA kung
bakit nag-bid ang Power China

LIWA DAM
MORO-MORO

Y e T N T

ng mataas gayong ang lahat ng
nominated bidders ay nauna
nang inabisuhan na ang
anomang bid na mas mataas
s3 ABC ay awtomatikong ma-
babasura sa hid opening.

“As a result, only the China
Energy Engineering Corp. Lid.
qualified, which is questionable
considering that the two bidders
were disquaiified in the 1st and
2nd stages of the procurement
process due to seemingly inten-
tional pupose of the bidders ot
to comply with the TWG require-
ments and qualify as among
those responsive bidders,”
dagdag ng COA.

Surna tutal, maaaring isina-
ma lang umang ang dalawang
bidder upang matugunan ang
patakaran na dapat tatlong bic-
der ang pinakamaliit na bilang
ng sasali sa pasubasta at
masasabing isang negotiated
contract talaga ang naganap
mula sa simula.
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PROJECT BUKIN

NABUKING ng Commission on Audit (COA) ang ilang iregulari—
dad sa paggagawad ng kontrata para sa konstruksiyon ng P12.2-billion
Kaliwa Dam project sa Infanta, Quezon sa isang Chinese firm.

Sa 8-pahinang audit ob-
servation memorandum
na may petsang June 10,
2019, sinabi ng COA na
nabigo ang technical wor-
king group (TWG) ng
Metropolitan Waterworks
and Sewerage System
{MWSS) na makapagsaga-
Wwa Itg nararapat na bidding
at vefting procedures bago
nito iginawad ang poyek-
to sa China Energy Engi-
neering Corp. (CEEC)
noong December 2018,

“We recommend that
{MWSS) Management de-
mand explanation from the
members of the TWG for
acceptance of the two bid-
ders/contractors in spite
of non-compliance with
vetting/pre- qualification
requirements,” nakasaad
Sa Memao na ginawa nina
officer-in-charge audit
team leader Rency Meryl
Marquez at OIC supervi-
sing auditor Ma. Nancy
Uy at naka-address kay
MWSS administrator
Reynaldo Velasco.

Sinabi pa ng state audit
body na dapat ding papa-
nagutin ang mga opisyal
ng TWG sa kabiguang
nagsagawa ng pagsusuri
sa proyekto at humiling ng
kapalit ng dalawang hindi
kuwalipikadong bidders,

na pumigil sa MWSS na
makapili ng pinaka-quali-
fied na contractor.

Sa imbestigasyon ng
audit feam ay lumabas na
nagsagawa ng shorlist ang
TWG ng MWSS at ka-
launan ay tinanggap ang
bid applications ng tat-
long Chinese firms —
CEEC, Consortium of
Guangdong Foreign Con-
struction at Power China
Ltd. - bagama’t dalawa sa
mga ito ay hindi na-
katugon sa pre-qualifica-
tion requirements na
naunang itinakda ng
MWSS para sa proyekto.

Ayon sa COA, nabigo
ang CEEC at ang Consor-
tium of Guangdong na ipa-
kita pa nakasunod sila sa
years of experience sa de-
sign at engineering works,
gayundin sa construction
works tulad ng itinatakda
para sa proyekto.

Sa ilalim ng panuntunan
ng MWSS, ang mga kom-
panya lamang na mata-
gumpdy na nakakuraple-
to sa nakalipas na 20 taon
ng design, engineering at
construction works para
sa isang dam at conve-
yance strpgture na katu-
lad ang complexity ng
panukalang Kaliwa Dam
project ang maaaring

magkuwalipika sa bid-
ding.

Sinabi ng state aundit
body na ang bid docu-
menfs na isinumite ng
CEEC at Consortium of

~Guangdong ay hindi nag-

sasaad ng petsa ng com-
pletion ng ipinalalagay na
hydro stations at dam
projects na sinasabi nilang
isinagawa.

Ang mas masama, ayon
sa COA, ay ang sinasabing
competitive bidding na isi-
nagawa ng TWG ay tila
moro-moro lamang.

Anang andit body, ang
Consortium of Guangdong
ay na-disqualify sa first
stage ng bidding proce-
dure dahil sa kawalan ng
kinakailangang mga doku-
mento tulad ng business
permit, Philippine Con-
tractors Accreditation
Board (PCAB) license,
Philippine Government
Electronic Procurement
System (PhilGEPS) eerti-
ficate at valid Single Lar-
gest Completed Conlract
a SLCC.

Na-disqualify naman
ang Power China Ltd. sa
second stage ng bidding
nang mag-alek ito ng mas
mataas ng 6.91 percent sa
Approved Budget for
Contract (ABC).

Nagtataka ang COA
kung bakit nag-bideang
Power China ng mataas
gayong ang lahat ng naroi-
nated bidders ay nauna
nang inabisuhan na ang
anumang bid na mas
mataas sa ABC ay awto-
matikong mababasura sa
bid opening.

“As a result, only the
China Energy Engineering
Corp. Ltd. qualified,
which is questionable con-
sidering that the two bid-
ders were disqualified in
the 1st and 2nd stages of
the procurement process
due to seemingly inten-
tional purpose of the bid-
ders not to comply with
the TWG requirements
and qualify as among
those responsive bid-
ders,” dagdag ng COA.

“In summary, it can be
deduced that the two bid-
ders/contractors were
inciuded merely to com-
ply with the ‘at least
three bidders’ requirement
as stated under the Pro-
curement Law, Likewise,
the procurement of the
project is with the sem-
blance of a competitive
bidding when in reality, it
is a negotiated contract
from the inception of the
bidding process.”
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Bidding sa Kaliwa
Dam nasilip ng COA

Kinuwestyon ng Commission on Audit {COA) ang
paggagawad ng kontrata para sa konstruksiyon ng
P12 .9-billion Kaliwa Dam project sa Infanta, Quezon
sa isang Chinese firm. :

Sa 8-pahinang audit observation memo, sinabi
ng COA na nabigo ang technical working group
(TWG) ng Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage
System (MWSS) na makapagsagawa ng nararapat
na bidding at vetting procedures bago nito iginawad
ang proyekio sa China Energy Engineering Corp.
(CEEC) noong December 2018.

Ayon kina officer-in-charge audit team leader
Rency Meryl Marquez at officer-in-charge supervising
auditor Ma. Naney Uy sa kariilang memo kay MWSS
administrator Reynaldo Velasco, lumabas na hag-
sagawa ng shortlistang TWG ng MWSS at kalaunan
ay tinanggap ang bid applications ng tatlong Chinese
firms — CEEG, Consortium of Guangdong Foreign
Construction at Power China Ltd. — bagama't dalawa

sa mga ito ay hindi nakatugon sa pre-qualification
reguirements ng MWSS para-sa proyekto.

Ayon sz COA, nabigo ang CEEC at ang Consor- -

tium of Guangdong na ipakita na nakasunod sila sa
years of experience sa design at engineering works,
gayundin sa construction works tulad ng itinatakda
para sa proyeklo.

Ang mas masama, ayon sa GOA, ay ang sinasa-
bing competitive bidding na isinagawa ng TWG ay
tila moro-moro lamang.

Ang Consortium of Guangdong ay na-disquality
sa first stage ng bidding procedure dahil sa kawa-
lan ng mga dokumento tulad ng business permit,
Philippine Contractors Accreditation Board (PCAB)
license, Philippine Government Electronic Procure-
ment System (PhIGEPS) certificate at valid Single
Largest Completed Contract o SLCC.

Na-disqualify nhaman ang Power China Ltd. sa
second stage ng bidding nang mag-alok ito ng mas
mataas ng 6.91 percent sa Approved Budget for
Contract (ABC) gayung nauna nang inabisuhan na
ang anumang bid na mas mataas sa ABC ay awto-
matikong mababasura sa bid opening.
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‘COA nasilip ang ireg

Tlan umanong iregular-
idad ang nasilip ng Com-

mission on Audit (COA)

sapaggagawad ng kontrata
pari 54 konstruksiyon ng
P12.2-bilyon na Kaliwa
Dam project sa Infanta,
Quezon sa isang Chinese

Sa B-Eahinang audit
observallon memoran-
dum na may petsang June
10, 2019, sinabi ng COA

" na nabigo ang technical

~and Sewerage System
(MWS5S) na makapagsagi-
wangmm‘apatmh_@t_ling
atvc’lE'ng procedures bago

nito iginawad ang proyekio
sa China Energy Engineer-
ing Corp. (CEEC) noong
Drecember 2018.

Sinibi pa ng stale audit
body na dapat ding papa-
nagutin ang mga opisyal
ng TWG sa kabiguang
magsagawa ng pagsusuL
sa proyekto at humiling ng
kapalit ng dalawang hindi
kuwalipikadong bidders,
na pumigil sa MWSS na
makapili ng pinaka-qua-
lified na contractor.

Sa imbestigasyon ng
audit team ay lumabas
na pagsagawa ng short-
list ang TWG ng MWSS
at kalaunan ay tinang-

ularidad sa Kaliwa Dam bidding

gap ang bid npplicaﬂﬁns
ng tatlong Chinese firms
_ CEEC, Consortium of
Guangdong Foreign Cons-
truction at Power China
1.td. — bagama't dalawa sa
mga ito ay hindi nakatu-
gon s pre-gualification
requirements Na MAUNANE
itinakda ng MWS5 pam
sa proyekio. d
Sinabi ng staI#‘.al_l'ﬂit
boxdy na ang bid docus
na isinumite ng CEEC at
Consortium of Guang-
dong ay hindi nagsasaad
ng petsa ng completion
ng ipinalalagay na hydro
stations at dam projects na
sinasabi pilang IsNAgAWA.
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NABUKING ng Commission on
Audit (COA) ang ilang iregulari-
dad sa paggagawad ng kontrata
Eara sa konstruksiyon ng P12.2
illion Kaliwa Dam project sa In-
fanta, Quezon sa isang Chinese
firm.

Sa 8 pahinang audit observa-
tion memorandum na may petsang
Hunyo 10, 2019, sinabi ng COA
na nabigo ang technical working

group (TWG) ng Metropolitan.

Waterworks and Sewerage System
(MWSS) na magsagawa ng mga
bidding at vetting procedure bago
iginawad ang proyekio sa China
Energy Engineering Corp. (CEEC)
noong Disyembre 2018.

“We recommend that (MWSS)
Management demand explanation

acceptance. of the two bidders/
coniractors in spite of non-com-
pliance with vetting/pre-qualifica-
tion requirements,” nakasaad sa
memo nina officer-in-charge andit
team leader Rency Meryl Marquez
at officer-in-charge supervising

auditor Ma. Nancy Uy at naka-
address kay MWSS administrator
Reynaldo Velasco.

Sinabi pa ng state audit body
na dapat ding papanaﬁutin ang
mga opisyal ng TWiz sa kabiguang
magsagawa ng pagsusuri sa
proyekto at humiling ng kapalit
ng dalawang hindi kuwalipika-
dong bidder, na pumigil sa MWSS
na makapili ng pinaka-qualified na
contractor.
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BY RUELLE CASTRO

THE entry of one of the coun-
try’s billionaires into Metro Manila
east zone water concessionaire
signals 2 “more positive outcome”
on the terms of the new contract
to be sealed by the latter with the
government,

Online stockbrokerage firm
Colfinancial.com said the entry
of Enrique Razon in Manila Water
Co. Inc. also increases investors’
confidence on Manila Warter given
that his Prime Metroline Tnfra-
structure Holdings, Inc. is also
the proponent of the Wawa Dam
project.

“Recall that the Wawa Dam
project will augment the water
soutce of Metro Manila, which will
in turn alleviate warer supply issues
for water firms,” Colfinancial said.

“Moreover, management is
optimistic that Mr. Razon’s ex-
rensive global experience through
port operatons would open more
opportunities for the company

RAZON IN MWC
‘A boost to investor confidence’

cutside the country and his ex-
perience in dealing with regulated
businesses would be beneficial to
Manila Water,” it added.

Last week, Razon’s Prime
Merroline Holdings Inc. bought
820 mitlion primary shares of
Manila Water, equivalent to a 25
percent stake in the company,
worth P10.7 billion.

Razon will be hold a 51 percent
voting rights in Manila Water after
previous majority owner Ayala
Corp. ceded pares of its voting
rights.

Razon’s acquisition has dilured
the Ayala Group’s stake in Manila
Water to 38.5 percent from the
previous 43 percent. The transfer
of proxy rights to Razon mean-
while reduced the Ayala Group’s
voting powet to just 31.65 percent
“effectively giving up control over
Manila Water,” noted Colfinancial.
com.

Colfinancial.com said the capital

e
—
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New water source. Razon's water company is a partner in the Wawa bulk water
project.

See 'A BOOST > Page A7

‘A BOOST

infusion of Razon will strengthen Manila Waters balance:

sheet and will “allow it to pursue strategic initiatives”

“This will also ease funding pressure on the company: Recall
that given the uncertainties currently surrounding water firms,
concerns were raised that Manila Water might have difficulty in
rolling aver its debt or obtining new loans” it said.

“Note that Manila Water currently has P50.4 billion in
total debt, P10.6. billion of which is manuing this year, with
capex that is expected to reach P16.0 billion in 2020, it added.

Coflnancial.com said the capital infusion will also
improve Manila Water’s debt-to-equity ratio 0.70x
from from 0.90x,

Mpytrade, the online stockbrokerage arm of Abacus
Securities Corp., meanwhile said the additional capital
will dilute earnings per share (EPS) by 28 percent.
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PINAPURIHAN ni Depart-
ment of Science and Tech-
nology (DOST} Secretary
Fortunato dela Pefia si Na-
tional Water Resources
Board (NWRB) executive
director Sevillo David, Jr.,
ang paglalagay ng apat na
Telemetry Sensor Network
Systems sa Pavia National
High School at Pagsanga-
an Elementary School sa
bayan ng Pavia, at sa mga
Barangay ng Consolacion
at San Jose sa bayan ng
San Miguel, sa lalawigan
ng lioilo dahil akma at na-

L |

NWRB IKINABIT ANG APAT
NA TELEMETRY SENSOR
NETWORK SYSTEMS SA

BAGONG MONITORING SITE

papanahon ang paglulun-
sad ng proyekto lalo pa't
kinakaharap na natin ang
napipintong pagkaubos ng
malinis na tubjg sa ating
bansa, kaya mabuti na
noon pa mang 2013 ay si-
nimulan na ng NWRB ang
pagsasagawa ng assess-
ment and development sa
mga ground water at.ma-
ging sa pangangalaga at
konserbasyon ng mga ito
lalong higit sa mga ‘water
critical cities. Hinangaan

din ng Kallhim ang inisya-
tibo ng ahensiya.

Paliwanag ni Ed David,
hindi naisinama ang llcito City
sa mga monitering site dahil
matagal nang napag-aralan na
saturated na ang ground wa-
ter ng lungsod at ite ay maalat
din naman. Ang Pavia naman
ay napakarami pang imbak na
tubig sa kailaliman ng lupa nito
na dapat responsableng pa-
kinabangan.

Masusi pang pag-aaralan
ng DOST at NWRB na mapa-
simple ang kasalukuyang gi-
nagamit na teknolohiya na
sobra pang malaki ang pres-
YO nang sa gayun ay para
mapaglaanan din ng pondo ng

ibang local govemment unit at-

pansariling ma-moniter ang
kani-kanilang ground water.
Makatutulong ito sa paglala-
bas ng mga akmang polisiya
sa bawat rmunisipalidad.

Kaya paaiaala ng NWRB,
huwag labis-labis sa paggamit
rngubig, dapatay maging res-
ponsable, dahil ika nga ni ED
David, ‘water is nict finite but a
limited resource' na talagang
mauuhos sa walang habas na
paggamit at pag-aaksaya lalo
na ngayong papalapit na ang
panahon ng tag-init.

ANG INYONG
LINGKOD

-00000-
PROTECT YOUR LIVER!

Pahabol lamang na sele-
brasyon. Nitong nagdaang
buwan ng Enera ay ginunita
natin ang Liver Cancer and
Viral Hepatitis Awareness and
Prevention Month sa ating
bansa alinsunod sa Republic
Act No. 10526 (2042). Batay
sa datus ng World Heatth Or-
ganization (WHQ), nasa 11
katao sa bawat 100,000 ang
may liver cancer sa Pilipinas
habang isa bawat walong Pi-
lipino ang tinafamaan ng He-
patitis B virus (HBV).

Pinagsama ang pagguni-
ta sa liver cancer at viral he-
patitis dahil ang nagkakareon
ng huli ay namamatay sanhi
ng liver cancer o liver failure
from cirhosis. Sabingangmga
eksperic, isang daan beses
namas nakakahawa ang HBY
kaysa sa HIV.

Nakukuha ang HBV at
liver cangcer sa cirrhosis from
alcohol abuse, namamana ito,
obesity, pagkakarocn ng Afla-

pr. HILDA €. ONG

toxin na maaaring makontam-
ina sa mga pananim, paggamit
ng maruming injection nee-
dles, at hindi protektadong
pagtatalik sa taong mayroon
nito. Para maiwasan ang mga
sakit na nabanggit kinakailan-
gan ang ibayong ehersisyo,
pagbabawas ng alcohol sa
katawan, tama at balanseng
pagkain, pagpapabakuna,
pag-iwas sa dugo at laway
ng iba, siguradubin na malinis
ang gagamiting injection nee-
dle at pagiging malinis sa
katawan.

Napakahalaga ng ating
alay, ito ang sumasala ng
durni sa ating katawan na na-
pupunta sa dumi at ihi, may
clotting factor ito na pumipigil
sa lubhang pagdurugo kapag
nasusugatan, at siyang nag-
poproseso ng iba't ibang nut-
rients sa afing bituka patungo
$amga nangangailangang or-
gano ng afing katawan, Kaya
namar kailangang pakainga-
tan at alagaan ang ating mga
atay.
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