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‘PROJECT: KUBETA KO’ -

PAROLARESIDENTS
TOREGEIVE 400
PORTABLE TOILETS

By Jhesset O. Enano‘
@JhessetEnanoINQ

The Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources
{DENR} has inked an agreement
with the Manila City govern-
ment, the Metropolitan Wa-
terworks and Sewerage Sys-
tem (MWSS) and private water
concessionaire Maynilad Water
Services Inc. to provide tempo-
rary sanitation facilities to the
Parola area in Tondo, one of
the most depressed areas in the
capital.

Under “Project: Kubeta Ko,”
at least 400 portable, contain-
er-based toilets will be provid-
ed to informal settler families
to address the human waste
problem in Manila Bay.

Both the DENR and the Ma-
nila City government earlier
identified Parola as an “open
defecation hotspat,” with many
residents who live in stilt hous-
es openly dumping their waste
into the heavily polluted bay,

Under the memorandum of
agreement, the DENR will extend
P10 million in financial assistance
to the city government, with a con-
tribution of $160,000 from the Bill
and Melinda Gates Foundation.

This will cover the project
implementation, including op-
‘erational costs, for one year.

The local government is ex-
pected to install, test and main-
tain the facilities and orient the
residents.

The MWSS, on the other
hand, will monitor the project
and provide necessary assis-
tance while Maynilad will be re-
sponsible for waste treatment.

The Department of Health
said last year that some 3.5 million
Filipinos did not have sanitary toi-
lets. Of this number, the majority
live in Metro Manila. mo '
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' # . 1 ‘PAGDBUMI SA MANILA BAY
PORTABLE TOILETS PARA
SA MGA ISF SA PAROLA- WAWAKASAN NG DENR, ATBP

Nakikinig sina Environment MAKIKIPAGTULUNGAN ang Department of Environ-
Secretary Roy A. Clma‘tu at ment and Natural Resources sa lokal na pamahalaang
Manila Mayor Francisco lungsod ng Maynila na pinamumunuan ni Mayor Isko
Domagoso habang ipinafili- Moreno Domagoso, water concessionaire Maynilad at
@ wanag ni WaterLinks Exec- Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage System para
utive Director Mai Flor ang mawakasan na ang ginagawang "pagdumi” ng mga tao
sistema ng portable toflet na ginagawang palikuran ang Manita Bay.

na ipamimigay sa ISFs sa Kamakailan ay pinangunahan ni DENR Secretary Roy
Parala Compound sa Ton- A Cimatu ang paglagda sa memorandum of agreement para
do, Maynila kasunod ng sa implementasyon ng “Project: Kubeta Ko,' na layuning
nilagdaan nilang MOA. mabigyan ng pansamantalang palikuran ang irformal set-
Nasa larawan din sina (mula tler families sa Parcia Compound, Tondo na isa sa pina-
kaliwa) Executive Assistant kamahirap na pamayanan sa Manila.

to the Mayor on Special Ang Parola Compound ay linukoy ng DENR at ng Ma-
Projects in Manila Joy nila Cily govemment na “open defecation hotspot” dahil
Dawis-Asuncion, Manila walang pakundangan ang mga naninirahan difo na “dumumi’
| Barangay Bureau Director sa katubigan ng Manila Bay.

Romeo Bagay at Loowatt “With this project, we will be abie to change the culture
‘ c""_ef Executive Officer Vir- of ISFs, so that they will be able to excrete wastes privately
| ginia Gardiner. and in a dignified manner, while contributing to the eventual
cleantness of Manila Bay,” sabi ni Cimatu 52 namumunc
ng ilinatag na fask force ni Pangulong Rodrigo Roa Duterte
para sa rehabilitasyon ng naturang baybayin.

Ang pagdumi na lantad sa publiko ay hindi lamang nak-
abababa sa pagkataa bagkus ito rin ay masamang kagaw-
ian dahil nakadudumi itc sa kapaligiran a¢ masama ang naid-
uduiot nito sa kalusugan.

Dahil din sa masamang gawain na ito ay maaaring ku-
i malat ang mga sakit tuiad ng diarrhea, cholera at iba pang
waterborne diseases, intestinal worm infection, malnutrition
at pagkabansot ng mga bata.

Sa pamamagitan ng “Project: Kubeta Ko,” 400 units ng
poriable, container-based toilet ay bibilhir at pananalilihin
para sa mga |SFs sa Parala Compound.

Nakapatoob sa MOA na ang DENR ay maglalaan ng
P10 millien financial assistance sa Manila City govermment,
dagdag pa dito ang UD$ 160,000 mula sa Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation, para sa implementasyon ng proyekto
kabilang ang operaficnal costs ng mga toilet units sa loob
ng isang taon.

Bilang procuring endity at beneficiary ng proyekto, na-
kaatas sa pamahaiaan ng Maynila na tiyaking ang mga na-
deliver na toilet unils ay maayos na “installed, tested and
maintained.”

inaasahan dir ito na magsagawa ng social preparation:
activities sa Parola at sigradubin ang kooperasyon ng mga
benepisyaryo ng proyekio.

Ang Maynilad ang responsable sa pagliinis ng dumi na
mula sa toilet units at ang MWSS ang mamamahala sa man-
itoring at pagbibigay ng luleng sa mga kasama sa MOA.

Bukod kay Cimatu, lumagda rin sa MOA sina Mayar Iske
— Morene, Maynilad president at CEQ Ramoencite Fernander
at MWSS Adminislrator Emmanuel Salamat. J& at SC
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Portable tollets Environment Secretary Roy A. Cimatu, left, and Manila
Mayor Francisco “isko Moreno” Domagosa, right, listen as WaterLinks
director Mai Flor, second from left, explains how a portable toilet works.
The toilets will be given to informal settler families at the Parola Compound
in Tondo identified as an open defecation hotspot. DENR PHOTO
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DENR moves to stop
defecation in Manila Bay

BY JED MACAPAGAL

GOVERNMENT is taking steps
to address the serious problem
of open defecation in Manila
Bay.

The Deparument of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources
(DENR) has forged an agreement
with the Manila City government,
water concessionaire Maynilad
and the Metropolitan Waterworks
and Sewerage System (MWSS) to
address the problem.

The agreement will implement

the “Project: Kubeta Ko” to
provide 400 units of portable,
container-based toilet facilides ro
informal setiler families (SFs) in
the Parolz area in Tondo, Manila,
which has been identified as a
hotspot since its residents are no-
torious for openly defecanng inro
the waters of Manila Bay.

“With this project, we will be
able to change the culture of
1SFs so that they will be able to
excrete wastes privately and in a
dignified manner, while contrib-
uting to the eventual cleanliness

of Manila Bay,” environment
Secretary Roy Cimatu said in 2
statement.

Under the agreemene, the
DENR will extend P10 million in
financial assistance 1o the Manila
City government, with a $160,000
contribution from the Bill and
Melinda Gares Foundation, fox
the implementadon of the project,
including the operational costs for
one year,

The local government of Ma-
nilz, as the procuring entzy and
beneficiary of the project, is tasked

to ensure that the delivered goods
will be properly installed, tested
and maintained. It is also expected
to perform social preparation
activities in Parcla and ensure the
cooperadon of target beneficia-
ries in the implementation of the
undertaking,

Cn the other hand, Maynilad
will be responsible for the treat-
ment of waste to be generated,
while MWSS will be in charge
of monitoring the project and
providing necessary assistance to
the parties.
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DENR identifies open
defecafion hotspot

THE defecatien problem in Manila Bay will soon
end.

Environment Secretary Roy Cimatu assured this
yesterday after identifying the Parola area in Tondo as
an “open defecation hotspot” where residents leave
their human wastes in the watérs of Manila Bay.

The DENR joined forces with the Manila City gov-
ernment, water concessionaire Maynilad and the Met-
ropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage System (MWSS)
and signed a memorandum of agreement to provide
the informal settier families (ISFs} in Tondo with tem-
porary sanitation facilities through “Kubeta Ko” project.

The implementation of project “Kubeta Ko” in one
of Manila’s most depressed communities will some-
how change the culture of the ISFs who directly throw
their wastes into the waters.

“With this project, we will be able to'change the
culture of ISFs, so that they will be able to excrete
wastes privately and in a dignified manner, while
contributing to the eventual cleanliness of Manila Bay,”
said Cimatu, who heads the task force formed by
President Rodrigo Duterte to facilitate the rehabilita-
tion of the heavily polluted water body. ;

Open defecation is not only an affront to dignity,
but also a dangerous practice that directly pollutes the
waters of Manila Bay, and cause health problems.

Joel dela Torre
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PHL only has 10 percent
of needed sanitary
landfills, says DENR exec

By JONATHAN L. Maveca ¥ @jonbnayuga

WENTY years after the

enactment of Republic Act

9003, or the Ecological Solid
Waste Management Act of 2000, the
Philippines has managed to build
only a total of 108 sanitarylandfills
nationwide, or 10 percent of what is
actually needed, and a far cry from the
estimated 1,700 requirement for the
proper disposal of garbage, an official
of the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) said.

The DENR hopes to put up more ment Units Concerns Benny D. An-

sanitary landfills before President tipordasaid the sanitarylandfillis
Duterte’s term ends in 2022 the primary long-term method of
Undersecretary for Solid Waste solidwaste disposal allowed under

Management and Local Govern- the law.
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Antiporda issued the statement
asthe DENR spearheadedacleanup
drive at the Las Pifias-Parafiaque
Wetlands Park (LPPWP), formerly
called Las Pifias-Parafiaque Criti-
cal Habitat and Ecotourism Area
(LPPCHEA) on Friday to culminate
the celebration of Januaryas Zero-
Waste Month.

The event was also attended by
Sen.Cynthia Villar, Parafiaque Rep.
Eric Olivarez, PHilippine National
Police Maritime Group Director Po-
lice Brig. Gen. R'win Pagkalinawan,
and NSWMC Vice Chairman Crisp-
ian Lao.

An engineered sanitary landfill
is required in any LGU as a means
of safe disposal of untreated sol-
id waste, or recovery of residual
wastes, Antiporda said.

Unfortunately, the DENR offi-
cial said, the number of sanitary
landfills in the country remains
inadequate.

“What we need in this country
isabout 1,700 sanitarylandfills for
all the municipalities and c¢ities.
But, sad to say, we enly have 108
as of the moment and this number

could even decrease in the future,”

Antiporda lamented.

Worse, he added, many of the
country’s sanitary landfills are
nearly full or reaching rmaximum
capacity. If this happens, he said,
some LGUs might go back to operat-
ing open dump site, which is illegal
under RA 9003.

“We will not allow this to hap-
pen,” he said.

Under the leadership of Secre-
tary Roy A. Cimatu, Antipordasaid,
the DENR will do everything to
ensure the establishment of more
sanitary landfills.

Cimatu had earlier ordered An-

tiporda, in his capacity as NSWMC
head, to “review and revise” DENR
Administrative Order 2001-34, or
the implementing rules and regu-
lations of RA 9003, to make the
establishment and operation of
a sanitary landfill easier and less
expensive.

The DENR chief noted that alot
of LGUs find it difficult to comply
with the law as building and main-
taining a sanitary landfill can be
costly and somewhat complicated.

A sanitary landfill is a solid
waste management facility that
utilizes an engineered method
of waste disposal, primarily for
‘municipal solid waste. An “en-
gineered” method of landfilling
means that garbage is handled
at a disposal facility that is de-
signed, constructed and operated
in a manner protective of public
health and the environment.

In constructing more sanitary
landfills, the DENR is also eyeing
to close down more than 300 open
dumps across the country, the op-
eration of which has since been
declared illegal by the garbage law.

Aside from pushing for proper
solid waste management through
reduction, recyeling and reuse of
wastes, the DENR is also eyeing
to promote waste-to-energy as a
solution to the garbage problem
although this strategyis being met
with strong opposition by environ-
mental groups who insisted that
the use of waste incineration is by
law, specifically Republic Act 8745
,or the Philippine Clean Air Act, is
strictly prohibited.
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AN erring local government unit (LGU) should pronto
set up an engineered sanitary landfill as required by
Republic Act (RA) No. 9003, otherwise known as the
Ecological Solid Waste Management Act of 2000,

It is certainly lamentable and saddening that there

- are only 108 sanitary landfills in the Philippines, a
nation of more than 100 million people, although the
legislation has been in effect more than 20 years ago.

Under the landmark law, an LGU is mandated to
establish its own sanitary landfill as a means of safe
disposal of untreated solid waste, according to the
Department of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR).

“What we need in this country is about 1,700 sani-
tary landfills for all the municipalities and cities. But,
sad to say, we only have 108...and this number could
even decrease,” said DENR Undersecretary Benny An-
tiporda.

But Antiporda, a former newspaperman, was quick to
assure the pubhc that the DENR under Secretary Roy
A. Cimatu, a retired military general, is determined to

 build more sanitary landfills before June 30, 2022.

“Napupuno po ang ating mga sanitary landfill and
what happens next is some (LGUs) might go back to
open dumpsite, which is ﬂlegal under RA No. 9003. We
will not allow this to ha en,” said Antiporda.

Note that under the ippine Constltutlon, tough-
talking President Duterte’s six-year administration,
;vbhmh started in June 2016, ends at 12 noon on June

pJ 2022

In the view of many, including local government of-
ficials of impoverished towns in the country, the estab-
lishment of a sanitary landfill is better said that done
because of various factors

No less than the DENR secretary acknowledged that
a lot of LGUs find it difficult to comply with the law as
building and maintaining a sanitary landfill can be
costly and somewhat complicated.

That’s why Cimatu ordered Antiporda to review and
revise the implementing rules and regulations of RA
No. 9003 to make the setting up of a sanltary landfill
easier and less expensive.

We are all for this.
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Maynilad poursP1.1Binto
Adopt an Estero’ program

By Ronnel W. Domingo
@RonWDomingoINGQ

Maynilad Water Services Inc. is
investing about P11 billion to
augment government efforts to
clean up waterways that drain
out to Manila Bay. :
The amount is earmarked
for Maynilad's “Adopt an Es-
tero” initiative, under which
the company will, over three

years, help rehabilitate Estero
dela Reina, Estero de Sunog
Apog, Estero de Magdalena, Es-
tero de Concordia, and Estero
de San Antonio Abad.

The efforts involve the lay-
ing of around 10 kilometers of
sewer lines to catch wastewater
flow from Maynilad customers
residing along the creeks, who
could not be served by individ-
ual sewer connections.

Zone first launched this initia-
tive in November 2018 and, since
then, has installed 323 meters of
interceptor pipes along Estero
dela Reina that benefit more than
5,300 residents in the area.
_Earlier, the MWSS said con-
struction of interceptor pipes
and other facilities in the es-
teros was among the compo-
nents of the alighment project
being undertaken by the Pasig

The collected wastewater
will then be diverted to the near-
est sewer network of Maynilad.
The project is expected to benefit
Some 62,000 people.

“Even as we install. the
sewer lines that will prevent
wastewater from flowing di-
rectly to esteros, we seek the
help of all local government
units to ensure that solid
waste does not pollute these

River Rehabilitation Cominis-
sion and Maynilad.

Project implementation
is from 2018-2020 which will
benefit 8,456 households in Es-
tero dela Reina; 1,221 in Estero
de Sunog Apog: 1,441 in Estero
Magdalena; and 287 in Estero
de Concordia. The generat-
ed wastewater will be treated
in Maynilad’s Tondo Sewage
Pumping Plant. va

same esteros that we are try-
ing to clean,” Maynilad pres-
ident and chief executive Ra-
moncito S. Fernandez said in a
statement. :

“This would render our in-
vestment in the wastewater in-
frastructure useless,” Fernandez
said.

The Metropolitan Water-
works and Sewerage System’s
concessionaire for the West
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Maynilad to spend P1.1 B for Mla Bay rehab

By LOUISE MAUREEN SIMEON

West zone concessionaire Maynilad
Water Services Inc. has earmarked P1.1
billioen over the next three years to help
rehabilitate Manila Bay.

Maynilad said the amount would be
used to rehabilitate five esferes in Manila,
which are part of the waterways that
drain out to Manila Bay.

The company’s Adopt an Estero initia-
tive will cover Estero dela Reina, Estero
de Sunog Apog, Estero de Magdalena,
Estero de Concordia and Estero de San
Antonio Abad.

Maynilad will lay around 10 kilometers
of sewer lines to catch wastewater flow
from Maynilad customers along creeks
that cannot be served by individual sewer
connections.

The collected wastewater will then be
diverted to the nearest sewer network
of Maynilad. The project is expected to
benefit some 62,000 people.

“Even as we install the sewer lines
that will prevent wastewater from flow-
ing directly to esteros, we seek the help

of all local government units to ensure
that solid waste does not pollute these
same esteros that we are trying to clean.
This would render our investment in the
wastewater infrastructure useless,” May-
nilad president and chief executive officer
Ramoncito Fernandez said.

Since Maynilad launched its estero
rehab initiative in November 2018, it has
completed the installation of 323 meters
of interceptor pipes along Estero dela
Reina, which already benefits over 5,300
residents in the area.

The Department of Environment and
Natural Resources has reported signifi-
cant improvements in the water quality
of major outfalls directly draining into
Manila Bay a year after the pollution-
challenged water body started undergo-
ing rehabilitation.

Before the rehabilitation kicked off on
Jan. 26 last year, the DENR recorded
extremely high fecal coliform levels from
major Manila Bay outfalls.

President Duterte has allocated P42.95
billion for the implementation of the Manila
Bay rehabilitation project within three years

with at least 13 government agencies are
working together to carry out the mission.
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Maynilad allots P1.1B
for Manila estero rehab

.BY JORDEENE B. LAGARE

A AYNILAD Water Services Inc. on Tuesday
/R said it would invest about P1.1 billion
B_over the next three years to rehabilitate

ﬁve esteros in Manila to support the government's
efforts to clean-up waterways that drain out to

Manila Bay.

Under its Adopt an Estero ini-
tiative, Maynilad will rehabilitate
Estero dela Reina, Estero de Sunog
Apog, Estero de Magdalena, Estero
de Concordia and Estero de San
Antonio Abad.

This involves laying of around
| 10 kilometers of sewer lines to

catch wastewater flow from Mayni-
lad customers along the creeks
who could not be served by indi-
vidual sewer connections.

The collected wastewater will
then be diverted to the nearest
sewer network of Maynilad, ben-
efiting about 62,000 people.

“Even as we install the sewer [ines
that will prevent wastewater from
flowing directly to esteros, we seek
the help of all local government
units to ensure that solid waste does
not pollute these same esteros that
we are trying to clean. This would
render our investment in the waste-
water infrastructure useless,” Mayni-

" lad President and Chief Executive

Officer Ramoncito Fernandez said
in a statement.

Since the inception of its es-
tero rehab initiative in November
2018, Maynilad has completed
the installation of 323 meters of
interceptor pipes along Estero dela
Reina. More than 5,300 residents in
the area benefited from this project.

The initiative is part of Mayni-
lad’s comprehensive plan to help
clean up Manila Bay and all the
tributaries feeding il.

Maynilad, majority owned by
Pangilinan-led Metro Pacific Invest-
ments Corp. (MPIC), is the agent
and contractor of the Metropolitan
Waterworks and Sewerage System
(MWSS) that services portions of
Manila, Quezon City, and Makati
City as well as the cities of Calo-
ocan, Pasay, Parafiaque, Las Pifias,
Muntinlupa, Valenzuela, Navotas
and Malabon in the metropolis.

It also services the cities of
Cavite, Bacoor and Imus as well
as the towns of Kawit, Noveleta
and Rosario, all in Cavite province.
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Maynilad to invest
P1B to rehab esteros

BUSINESS
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Maynilad to invest P1B to rehab esteros

WEST Zone concessionaire Mayni-
lad Water Services Inc. is investing
P1.1 billion over a period of three
years to rehabilitate five esteros in
Manila, in support of government
efforts to. clean-up waterways that
drain out to Manila Bay.

The company said esteros in Ma-

nila that will be part of the program .

include dela Reina, Sunog Apog, de
Magdalena, de Concordia and de San
Antonio Abad.

Maynilad will lay around 10 kilom-
eters of sewer lines to catch wasre-

water flow from customners along the
creeks who could not be served by
individual sewer connections.

The collected wastewater will then
be diverted to the nearest sewer net-
wotk of Maynilad 1o benefit some
62,000 people.

Since the company launched its
estero rchab initiative in November
2018, it has completed the insralla-
ton of 323 meters of interceptor
pipes along Estero dela Reina,
which benefits over 5,300 residents
in the area.
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Maynilad earmarks P1.1B for estero rehab

MAYNILAD Water Services, Inc. {Maynilad) is investing around P1.1 billion over
a perlod of three years to rehabilitate five esteros in Manila, an effort to support
government’s project to clean-up waterways that drain out to Manila Bay.

Maynilad's “Adopt an Estero” initiative—which covers Estero dela Reina, Es-
tero de Sunog Apog, Estero de Magdalena, Estero de Concordia, and Estero
de San Antonio Abad—involves the laying of around 10 kiiometers of sewer
fines to catch wastewater flow from Maynilad customers along the creeks who
could not be served by individual sewer connections. The collected wastewa-
terwill then be diverted to the nearest sewer network of Maynilad. The project
is expected to benefit some 62,000 people.

Since Maynilad launched its estero rehab initiative in November 2018, it has
completed the installation of 323 meters of interceptor pipes along Estero dela
Reina, which already benefits over 5,300 residents in the area.

“This initiative is part of Maynilad's comprehensive plan to help clean up the
Manila Bay and all the tributaries feeding to it.
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Manila Water touts desludging efforts

MORE than 200,009 households
benefited from the septic tank cleaning
services of Manila Water Co. Inc. fast
year, the listed firm said on Tuesday,

In a statement, the Ayala-led utility
said over 212,125 households availed of
its destudging services from January to
December this year.

During the period, the company emp-
tied and cleaned 117,447 septic vaults
within the East Zone concession area.

Manila Water desludged 17,638 sep-
tic tanks in November last year alone,
benefiting 27,186 households compared
to 14,150 septic tanks in December
which benefitted an equivalent of

19,591 households.

Manila Water Corporate Strategic Affairs
head Jeric Sevilla Jr. said with respect to
wastewater effluent quality, Manila Water
performad better than the regulatory
target, achieving 100-percent compliance
with the 95-percent Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources’ (DENR)
Wastewater Effluent Quality Standards for
the last two months of 2019.

Sevilla also reiterated the importance
of reqular cleaning of septic tanks every
five years not enly to promote hygiene
and sanitation within the households
but also to prevent untreated vsed
water from directly flowing to various

waterways thereby reducing, if not
eliminating, pollution of water bodies
such as creeks and rivers that ultimately
drain into Maniia Bay.

Customers seeking to avaif of Manila
Water's septic tank cleaning need not to
pay additional costs and are advised to
coordinate with their respective baran-
gays for the schedules.

Manila Water is the exclusive provider
of water, sewerage and sanitation, distri-
bution services, pipeworks and manage-
ment services to residential, commercial
and industrial customers in the eastern
part of Metro Manila and Rizal.

JORDEENE B. LAGARE
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- Tubig ng Angat dam, umangat

Bahagyang nadagdagan anglebel
ng tubig ng Angat dam sa nakalipas
na magdamag, ayon sa Philippine
Atmospheric, Geophysical
and  Astronomical  Services
Administration {PAGASA).

Binanggit ng hydremeteorclogy
| division ng PAGASA, nasa 202.48

meters na ang water level ng nasabing
| water reservoir kahapon, mas mataas
: kumpara sa naitalang 202.44 meters

nitong Lunes. :

Bahagya namang nabawasan
ang antas ng tubig ng La Mesa dam
nanasa 77.78 meters kahapon na mas
mababa sa

77.80 meters nito noony Lunes,

Nabawasan din ang water level ng
Ipo, Binga, San Roque, Pantabangan,
Magat at Caliraya dams.

Beth Camia
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MGB issues rules on maintenance of closed mines

BY JED MACAPAGAL

THE Mines and Geosciences Bu-
reau (MGB) has issued a memo-
randum order on the guidelines
needed to implement care and
maintenance programs (CMPs)
for mines that have stopped
operations.

The order signed January
10 by MGB acting director Wil-
fredo Moncane said mining ten-
ements that are under voluntary
stoppage or suspension should
implementa CMP to ensure the
integration of environmental
protection and stakeholder in-
volvementin every stage of mine
operations,

This would also ensure work-
ers affected by mine closures will
continue 0 have cash allowance
or gainful employment, depend-
ing on the approved CMP while
the mining companics are im-
plementing corrective measures

Workers' welfare, The CMP would ensure workers affected by mine closures will
continue to have cash allowance or gainful employment.

relative to their suspension.

The MGB said CMPs should
include the identification of
safety and health hazard aside
from environmental and social
impacts. Mirgating measures
and the budget to implement
such should also be detailed in
the CMP.

Contracrors and permit hold-
ers are compelled to submit
their CMP for MGB’s approval
as it will protect workers espe-
ciaily in cases of operational
constraints including dispute
with surface owners or work
force, peace and order issue,
flooding, fire, massive landslide
and other natural or man-made
calamities.

The program will alse kick
in when a mining operation is
stopped due to non-conform-
ances with regulatory provisions

See MGB » Page A2

MGB

and other laws.

A CMP will be effective for
three menths if rthe reason for
stoppage or closure is volun-
tary. A CMP is implemernted
indefinitely if the reason is
suspension.

To assure funding will be avail-
abie for CMP, money will be
sourced from the first year deposit
of the Final Mine Rehabilication

burwithdrawal of money will need
to be cleared by the MGB regional
directors,

Ameng the companies whose
mining opérations are currently
suspended include Krominco
Inc., Mt Sinai Exploration and
Developmem Cortp., Libjo Mining
Corp., Wellex Mining Corp. and
AAMPHI. Naniral Resources and
Development Corp.
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CALLAO GAVE INCAGAYAN DECLARED AN ‘IMPORTANT CULTURAL PROPERTY

SITE OF FOSSILS OF HOMO LUZONENSIS

By Jhesset O. Enano
@JhessetEnancINQ

A cultural marker will be
unveiled at the Callao Cave
complex in Penablanca town,
Cagayan province, on Thurs-
day, officially recognizing the
cave as an “important cultural
property” of the country.

The Naticnal Museum of
the Philippines will lead the
unveiling of the marker, along
with the team of scientists
behind the excavation of the
fossils of the Homo luzonensis,
a previousily unknown human
species, from the cave.

While the museuma has

declared the Callao Cave as
an important cultural proper-
ty through an ordinance, the
marker, along with the official
declaration, has yet to be placed
on site.

One of the limestone caves
in Penablanca, Callao Cave is a
seven-chamber cave and is part
of the town’s protected land-
scape and seascape.

Last year, it gained promi-
nence after scientists confirmed
the discovery of a new human
species that lived between
50,000 and 67,000 years ago,
from fossils dug up in the cave
by a team led by Armand Salva-
dor Mijares, a scientist from the

University of the Philippines.

Breakthrough -

Mijares began his excava-
tion at Callao Cave in 2003 and
unearthed a breakthrough four
years later, after digging up a
foot bone that belonged to a
human.

In the next few years, his
team made up of Filipino, French
and Australian archeologists
would excavate 13 fossil bones
and teeth, which turned out to be
the remains of at least three indi-
viduals from this new species

Mijares said the declaration
for Callao Cave was only a “first
step” in recognizigg the impor-

tance of this complex in the
country and in the region.

The highest category of cul-
tural properties in the country,
under the cultural heritage law,
is the “national cuttural trea-
sure.” “I want Callao to be in
that level because Tabon Cave
is at that level ... [ think [they)
should be at par,” Mijares said.

More protection
Located in Palawan prov-
ince, Tabon Cave was where the
Manunggul Jar and the fossil of
the Tabon Man, identified as a
species of Homo sapiens, were
excavated.

that the recognition of Callao
Cave would allow for more pro-
tection and preservation of the
cave system, where some areas
are already drying up due to de-
forestation above the cave.

The absence of trees, he
said, can lead to more rockfall
and can result in the potential
collapse of the cave, if its situa-
tion continues to worsen.

He said his team would be-
gin excavating again in Callac
on Feb. 10, in hopes of digging
up more new discoveries.

“Hopefully, [our work] edu-
cates and invigorates that sense
of nationality and pride of Fili-

Miiagas also expressed hopeepinns,” Mijares said. na
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TO CURB POLLUTION

BAGUIO STARTS
CRACKDOWN
ONPIGPENS

BAGUIO CITY—The city gov-
ernment has started shutting
down pigpens this week after
the lapse of the Jan. 30 dead-
line for hog raisers to volun-
tarity stop all backyard oper-
ations that are banned under
city laws.

Lawyer Rhenan Diwas, act-
ing city environment and parks
management officer, said they
had notified 241 hog raisers
about the crackdown.

Diwas said these backyard
raisers were advised to shift to
another form of livelihood or
join a cooperative that is de-
veloping a commen pig farm in
Tuba town, Benguet province.

The shutdown of pigpens
supports a Baguio plan to re-
duce pollution that is dis-
charged into the rivers. Pigpens
and poor septage systems of
the city market and the city ab-
attoir have been blamed for the
high levels of fecal matter in
four rivers flowing to Benguet
and La Union province.

High coliform content

Balili River, which flows to
vegetable farms in La Trinidad
town in Benguet, has coliform
content of 1.6 quadrillion while
Bued River along Kennon Road
has fecal content of up to 5.4
trillion, according to a repozrt to
Tourismn Secretary Bernadette
Romule-Puyat and Interior Sec-
retary Eduardo Aflo.

The city’s hog raisers have
been asked to form a cooper-
ative that would own and op-
erate a modern and automated
pig farm at Barangay San Pas-
cual in Tuba, using a P12-mil-
lion grant from the Depart-
ment of Agriculture. —vincenT
CABREZA [H3
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SWS polls: Most Pinoys
want regulated use of plastics

BY JOCELYN MONTEMAYOR

MAJORITY of Filipinos wants
a regulation on the use of plastic
“sando” and “labo” bags, styro-
foam and plasuc cudery as well as
sachets and rehllable plasuc pack-
aging for food items, a survey by
the Social Weather Statdons (SWS)
showed.

The SWS survey was com-
missioned by non-governmental
group Global Alliance for Yncin-
erator Alternatives (GALA) and
was done from September 27 to 30

SWS

bags (57 percent to 60 percent) and
the use styrofoam and polystyrene
food continers (51 0 59 percent).

However, a near majority of
Mindanaoans want the same regu-
lations applied on the use of sando
bags (46 percent) and styrofoam
(48 percent), and labo bags (50
percent).

SWS alsc found out that 66
percent of Filipinos are willing to
buy food condiments in recyclable
or refillable materials, while 42
percent said they are willing to
purchase personal care products

last year. The results were released
only on Tuesday.

The survey involved 1,800 adult
respondents nationwide and had a
margin of error of 2.3 percent.

The polls showed that 71 per-
cent of the respondents want the
use of plastic sando bags regulated
natonwide, along with the use of
styrofoam and polystyrene food
containers (56 percent), plastic
labo bags (54 percent), plastic
straws and stirrers (52 percent) and
sachets (50 percent).

A near majority also wants to

and another 42 percent said they
are willing to buy and household
liquid cleaning products in recy-
clable containers. .

Twenty-nige (29) percent said
they are willing to purchase pow-
dered drinks like coffee and fruit
juice packed in recyclable or refill-
able containers, while 27 percent
said they prefer to buy household
powder cleaning products in recy-
clable or refillable sachets.

The SWS survey also showed
that 41 percent of the respon-
dents felt that companies that use
single-use plastics (SUPs) should
use alternatve matetials, while 23

put under regulation the use of
plastic drinking cups (43 percent)
and plasuc cutlery like spoon and
forks (41 percent), while a third of
the respondents want a nationwide
regulation on the use of tetra packs
for juices (37 percent) and plastic
bottles for water and fruit juices
{42 petcent).

Exceprt for Mindanao, majority
of the respondents from Lozon
and the Visayas support the regu-
lation of the use of plastic sando

See SWS> Page B3

percent sald companies should
collect their plastic containers and
recycle them.

Fourteen (14) percent of the
respondents said companies that
use SUPs should stop the use and
production of plastics, while four
{4) percent said more seminars on
the observance of proper waste
management should be conducted
to make producers and manu-
facturers aware of the products’
impact on the environment.

The conduct of survey was done
amid efforts in Congress to pass a
measure regulating or banning the
use of SUPs.
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Environment group urges
Gongress to pass the hill
renewing ABS-CBN's franchise

A NATIONWIDE alliance of environment groups,
Green Thumb.Coalition (GTC), has thrown its sup-
port for the franchise renewal of ABS-CBN for the
network'’s efforts in commumcahng the value of the
environment through its various platforms, produc-
ing educational shews, and providing relevant pub-
lic service programs.

In a statement, GTC said that the TV network

rovides wide and strong platforms to communicate
tl}lj eimportance of the environment, including the reali-
ties that have caused environmental destruction.”

The 40-group coalition hailed the network’s news
department for giving “voice’ to nature. “By raising red
flags on the disastrous consequence of large-scale min-
ing, dirty and harmful energy such as coal plants,
massive land conversion and deforestation by way of
newsreporting, ABS-CBN mainstreams thesilenttesti-
moniesofthe forests, seas and the skies; giving them the
voice.”

The coalitionalsosaid, ”Fmpmosclearlybeneﬁtfrom
the positive impacts of its educational shows like Sine
Eskwela, Hiraya Manawari, Bayani, among others and
pubtlic service programs such as Bantay Bata 163, Sagip
Kapamilya, Bantay Kalikasan, to name a few.”

“GTC is remmded of the critical persistence and
dedication of thelate Gina Lopez, who had been instru-
mental in shaping much of the public service programs

of ABS-CBN that continue to this day. These programs

have been embraced by the peopleas semblematic of the |

Fil:pmo culture and traditions,” according to the coali-
tion.

ThePhili pmeMovementforChmate]ushce(PMCD,
anotheralliance of over 100 organizations representing
various-sectors in the country, also stands with GTC in

their statement on ABS-CBN's franchise renewal.
“ABS-CBN is one of the broadcasting stations that

have been consistent when it comes to informing the

public about the environment, its impact on our lives,

- gnel ‘more importantly, how. we can do our.part in_

preserving ourniatural resourcesand helpbattleclimate

change,” said PMC] in a Facebook post.

“In our world today, it is paramount that the people
are well-informed about developments on our planet's
climate and become empowered toactaccordingly,” the

group added.
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RECYCLED BUSINESS NA ‘PAPER FOR NOW’

NI SHERYL CBIJZ MABENTA TA SA ABROAD
i g'

Samantala, patu-
tloy na napanonood
ang actress  tuwing
hapon sa  teleser
yeng  “Magkaagaw”
at bongga ang ratings
- nila.

AONG 2012
nang itayo mni
Sherly Cruz at

ng kasosyo ang 'Paper
For Now', na maker ng
hags, wallets, accesories
na gawa mula sa re-
cycled newspapers. Sa
negosyong ito ni Sheryl
ay na-e-express niya ang
hilig niya sa art simula
neong bata pa. Masaya
rin ang Kapuso actress
at nabibigyan niya ng
trabaho ang kapwa ba-
bae especially mothers
na may sinusuporta-
hang pamilya.

- Sa ganda ng mga
produkto ni Sheyr! ay
tinawag itong world-

=SHERYL CRUZ

class kaya pati mga ka-
babayan natin sa ahroad
ay sinasadya talaga ang
mga outlet ng Paper for
Now' sa Cash and Carry
at Kultura. May mga ex-
hibit din na nagpa-partic-
ipate ang 'Paper for Now'
at isa sila sa pinakama-
benta.

Hands-on pa la si
Sheryl sa selection and
production activities ng
business niyang ito.
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Stop panicking;

just be hygienic

e’re up to our ears in talk of
nCoV: Of face masks in short
¥ supply and spiraling price

here and there. Of supposed outbreaks
in certain cities and hospitals, and other
fake news. Of sure cures that are actually
subtle sales pitches for health supple-
ments. '

Social media posts tend to blow things
out of proportion and depict the end of
the world. SARS (severe acute respira-
tory syndrome) from China in 2003 was
as contagious and deadly as the present
2019 novel coronavirus from Wuthan. But
there is wider alarm today, since more
people are online. If there’s any major
change in public policy then and now,
it's that the Chinese Communist rulers
are more pro-active and open about the
situation. Hiding the truth would spur
a backlash that could topple them, also
due to the democratizing power of social
media.

Governments in Asia, America, and
Europe are striving to protect their
citizens. Lockouts have been imposed
on flights to and from China, though
those may be overreactions. NCoV re-
portedly has infected 17,000 in Wuhan,
and 450 have died, as of this writing. In
Manila a Chinese tourist, confirmed as
nCoV-positive, expired from pneumo-
nia symptoms; his girlfriend recovered.
Even Filipino overseas workers return-
ing to jobs in Hong Kong and Singapore
after the holidays are being prevented
from departing. In winter 15 million
Americans catch flu, also contagious
and potentially fatal, vet there’s no travel
ban to and from there. Airports all over
check the body temps of arrivals with
expensive handheld or walk-through
gear. They strictly did that in Canada in
2003, with no SARS ever detected, vet
that coronavirus killed 778 persons that
year, including 44 in Canada.

Expect an nCoV vaccine and a cure in
six to 12 months. Duty fires researchers
in China, the United States and Austra-
lia. Fame and fortune await the pharma
distributor. It's human nature.

Meanwhile, local governments and
hospitals would do well to test-run their
responses to.epidemic. Drills must be con-
ducted to check the readiness of medics,
adequacy of equipment, and smoothness
of systems, Ongoing courses can be copied
from New York City and elsewhere.

So what should ordinary citizens like
us do to help?

First, listen to experts. Our doctors
and publichealth specialists know what
they’re doing. Trust them when they
quote findings that nCoV, not airborne,
is transmitted only by close contact.
Meaning, we don't need to wear face
masks in public transports and areas —
unless we are sick or are ministering to
the sick. Many of us don’t even know
that face masks can be used only two
to three hours then replaced; the saliva
and mucous staing can breed microbes
and make us sick. And never take un-
prescribed meds, like those for HIV only,
for cough and sore throat. Stop pestering
health workers as well for details on

PUTs (patients under investigation) just
to gossip; unofficial disclosure is against
privacy laws.

Second, let’s be hygienic. Cover
our mouth and nose when coughing
or sneezing. And avoid touching our
mouth, nostrils and eyes too often as
we open doors, push buttons and pull
stuff. Not only nCoV but other corona-
viruses that survive for a few hours can
enter our lungs that way. Best to wash
our hands before and after eating and
working. Only one in 37 males wash
their hands after pissing (eew!), so teach
your sons, friends and workmates to
break away from the dirty majority. A
little hand sanitizing would do. Don't
spit in public; that's as illegal as public
defecation. Basic hygiene also dictates
that we regularly clip and clean our
nails, wash our hair and tie it up if long
and bothersome to the person next to us.

In America and Europe people stare

disapprovingly and stride away from
Asian-looking persons who cough or
sneeze. Similarly racist Filipinos deni-
grate the Chinese for the nCoV, SARS
and bird flu. But look at us. We may
not die of nCoV; there might not even
be a pandemic. But what's going to kill
us is our filth.
W Millions of squatter families along’
riversides and lakeshores have no house
toilet, so drop waste into waterways.
Millions more homes with indoor
plumbing and septic vaults are not
connected to sewage treatment plants,
so also spew waste onto waterways.
Factories dump industrial waste there
too. In those same waterways we draw
tap water, bathe, raise tasty fish in pens
and build tourist resorts.
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Dirty air will kill us too. We allow
on the road smoke-belching vehicles.
We let grimy factories operate in our
midst. Flouting the Clean Air Act, we
burn dry leaves, paper and plastics in
the hope of driving away mosquitos
from our premises, but only worsen the
respiratory ailments of neighbors. And
our authorities do nothing,.

We tolerate unsanitary conditions.
We frequent restaurants despite know-
ing there are rats and roaches in the
kitchen. We take for granted the fact
that if restaurant toilets stink and have
no running water, their kitchen outputs
are likely to be sloppy too. All filling
stations, transport depots, airports,
seaports, and toll ways are required to
have toilets. Yet we let them get away
with busted faucets and flushes.

Public hysteria over nCoV, about
which we ordinary people can do little
while experts study it, distract us from
the fatal filth around us. And I haven't
even begun to repeat the stats [ ran in
this space in recent weeks — on the ris-
ing death toll in road crashes, especially
those involving motorcycles.

Catch Sapol radio show, Saturdays,
8-10 a.m., DWIZ (882-AM).
Gotcha archives: www.philstar.com/
columns{134276/gotcha
*
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