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OW L ETS AF E ‘Metro Manila policemen turn over Tala, a two-month-old baby owl, to Environment Undersecretary
Benny Antiporda at the Wildlife Rescue Center in Quezon City on Thursday. Tala was rescued by the Regional Mobile Force Battalion

in the aftermath of the Taal Volcano eruption. PHOTO BY RUY L. MARTINEZ
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Rescued A baby Luzon 8Cops owl (ofus fongicornis), which was rescued
in Batangas last week in the aftermath of the Taal Volcano eruption, was
turned over to Environment Undersecretary Benny Antiporda at the
Biodiversity Management Bureau's Wildliie Rescue Center, Ninoy Aquino
Parks and Wildlife Centerin Quezon City, aNaLY LABOR @tunegh ana /A
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RESCUED OW]L., Police turn over Thursday to DENR Undersecretary Benny Antiporda a baby owl rescued by the NCRPO
in Talisay, Batangas during simple ceremony at the Parks and Witdlife Office in Quezon City. Owis are birds from the order
Strigiformas, which includes about 200 species of mostly solitary and nocturnal birds of prey typified by an upright stance, a
larae, brpad head, binacular vision, binaural hearing, sharp talons, and feathers adapted forsitent flight. Manny Palmero
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DENR TINANGGAP ANG NAILIGTAS NA BABY OWL-Tinanggap ni Environment Undersec-
refary Benny D. Antiporda ang nailigtas na baby Luzon scaps owl (inset), na natagpuan sa
Tanauan-Talisay Road, mula kay Police Corporal Joshua F, Macabeo {kanan) ng Regional
HobﬂeForoeBaltalionngNﬂoMCapﬂaiRegionPoﬂmOﬂiee,saBI ;

Burezu Wildlife Rescue Center, Ninoy Aquino Parks and Wiidlife Center sa Quezon City.
Nesa larawan din sina (muda kallwa): 8MB Widie Conservation Section chief Anson Tagtag,
Buammnmmmmmmm.emmmmmmpsm
Fuertes and Patrolman Haggad Makiin ng NCRPQ. DANNY QUERUBIN
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LIGTAS NA S|
“TALA’ [nilipat na
sa pangangalaga

ng Department

of Environment
and Natural
Resources-

Wildlife Rescue
Center ang baby

owl na si ‘'Tala’

na nasagip sa

Tanauan City,

Batangas,
kamakailan.

MARK
BALMORES
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' BATAY samga ulat ng Department of Environment

EDITORYAL |
SA MANILA BAY

and Natural Resources, malaki na ang ipinagbago
ng dumi at iinis ng Manila Bay.

Kung noo’y bilyon-bilyong mikrobyo at virus ang
matatagpuan sa rga dalampasigan, lalo nasamga
bunganga ng mga ilog na galing sa Kalakhang May-
nila atiba pang mga pook gaya ng Cavite, Bulacan,
Pampanga at Bataan, ngayon ay ilang bilyon na lang
o kaya'y milyon.

Marami na kasing ipinasara na mga illegal dump-
site o ligal na dumpsite ngunit lumalabag naman sa
patakaran sa tamang pagtatambak ng basura.

Marami na ring isinara o dinisplina o pinagawan
ng paraan ng paglilinis ng sariling basura o lason
na pabrika at establisimyento gaya ng mga otel at
resforan.

Marami na ring inayos ¢ inalis na mga tahanan
para mapigilang maging malawak na kubeta ang
mga ilog at tabing-dagat, kasama na ang mga dumi
ng tao at hayop at iba pang basura.

Ngayon ay direlda ringinaayos o niiilinis ng DENR
at mga lokal na pamnahalaan ang ilang dalampasi-
gan gaya ng Baseco beach, Baywalk, Navotas-Ma-
labong beach at iba pa, kasabay ng paglilinis sa
mgailog, sapa at drainage at iba pang daluyan ng
tubig at basura. ;

Dahil sa mga pagfilinis na ito at natutunang disip-
lina na rin ng mga tac na huwag gawing basurahan
ang dalampasigan, karagatan at iba pang kaugnay
na lugar, inaasahan nang darating ang araw na pa-
yagan nang maligo ang iahat, maging ang mga tu-
rista, sa anomang bahagi ng Manila Bay.

Hindi imposibleng maging ibang Boracay ang
Manita Bay bilang pasyalan at swimingan kung ma-
panatili ng iahat na malinis ito at mga ilog, sapa at
drainage na dumadaloy sa lawa.

Tiyak na gaganda rin ang mga lamang-dagat na

pagkain at hanapbuhay ng mga mangingisda.
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Reklamo sa quarry sa
Manapla, Negros Oce. |
INIREREKLAMO ng mga concermned citizens ang tala-.
mak na quarry sa kanilang lugar, Barangay Purisima, Mana-
la town. _ :
: Nasa 107 daw silang pamilya ang apektado ng quar-
rying sa kanilang barangay. Nagreklamo na raw sila sa
j;amlgnug barangay at munisipyo pero dedma lang ang mga
isyal. :
GFE;:.; nananawagan sila kay DENR Sec. Ruy Cimatu na
maimbestigahan ang &Ewmg sa kanilang barangay.
Ang quarry ay kumukuha ng permit sa mayor. Pero bago
magbigay ng permit ang mayor, kailangan ang permit ng
barangay at ng DENR.

Paging DENR Sec. Cimatu, Sirl, pakiimbestigahan ang.
sumbeng na ito. Aksyon! 1Y |
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BFAR to monitor
fish in Manila Bay -

AGRICULTURE Secretary William Dar has ordered
the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR)
to conduct weekly monitoring of the developments
in the rehabilitation of Manila Bay in order to learn
if it is all right to raise and capture fish in the bay.

Dar also directed BFAR Director Eduardo Gongona
to establish an office for environmental issues and
promote aqua farming in Metro Manila.

“We will work with other departments to clean up
the water so that the fishes that thrive here will also be
a source of livelihood for the people,” he said.

According to Dar, the fisheries subsector comprises
a big chunk of the agriculture sector as it confributes
almost 19 percent in gross value.

He added that areas in Metro Manila, Calabarzon
Region, and Central Luzon Region are critical areas in
bringing back the good state of Manila Bay.

Cory Martinez
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Den’t look now, but no sooner had we entered
the new year, than we're met by disasters lef{
and right.

There's the Australia
(. bushfire which killed 18
We are the people starting on New
architects of our Year’s Eve, making it one of
own doom. For that country’s most deadly
every brick we lay  bushfire seasons.
to block out nature The year began with
and claim our own - a health scare for the
dominaiion of this world affecting animals
strange ‘other’ “and humans. Following a
world, nature pneumonia outbreak in
Jfights back. Wuhan City, China, the
world awoke to a new
coronavirus which quickly spread to more than
a dozen countries and one which could reach
epidemic proportions in no time. As per the lgtest
reports, the virus has claimed more than 130 lives.
And the death toll
is fast, rising.
Closer to
home, nature did
not spare us.
Walking up from
over four decades
of silence,
Taal Volcano
showed signs of
renewed activity
and erupted
on 12 January,
displacing
thousands of
residents around
its vicinity.
The Philippine
Institute of
Volcanology
and Seismology
subseguently
issued an Alert
Level 4, indicating
that “a hazardous
explosive eruption
is possible within
hours to days.”
The initial
phreatic eruption
from the main
crater, although
¢claiming no
casualty, spewed
ashes to as far
north as Metro
Manila, some
parts of Central
Luzon and
Pangasinan,
resuiting in the
suspension of
classes, work
schedules and
flights and burying
outlying towns in
a sulfuric blanket. .
It did not stop |
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Nature fiéhts back

throughout the region.

What is nature really up to by this spate of
calamities? [s it telling us something? Or is it it’s
way of fighting back the abuses of man?

We don’t want to be a doomsayer but we're only
telling it as it is.

Unlike the superstitious among us, we don’t
actually believe that the series of disasters could be
attributed to this being the Year of the Rat, which
astrologers believe is one fraught with tragedies.

Given the damage we’ve done to the planet over
the past thousand years or so, could it be, as in the
case of climate change, nature is fighting back?

That's a big question, because climate change
isn't the only environmental nightmare. Though it
may create social upheaval on a scale that defies
the imagination, we strongly believe it is man’s folly
that should likewise be put in check.

Humans have a tendency to think we can outsmart
the natural world by paving away mud, and constructing

there.

A powerful 6.8 magnitude earthquake in eastern
Turkey a week later killed at least 29 people and
thousands injured, with the death toll expected to
rise as rescuers searched for survivors under the
rubble in freezing winter.

Then a couple of days later, hundreds of millions
of iocusts swarmed Kenya in the worst infestation
to hit the East African nation in 70 years, devouring
vital farmland in a region already suffering from
extreme hunger.

And as if to put a punctuation mark before
the end of the month, foggy weather claimed the
life of basketbail icon and legend, Kobe Bryant,
when the helicopter he was riding along with his
13-year-old daughter and seven others crashed on
a hillside in Calabasas, California, plunging the
world in mourning.

Just as we thought the worst is over from
the wrath of mother nature, a magnitude 7.7
earthquake jolted the Caribbean, shaking
parts of Jamaica and Cuba and
sparking tsunami fears

concrete and metal buildings with airtight windows to
keep out “wild animals,” But nature has a funny way
of telling us — or rather showing us — that we're not as
clever as we might think.
We are the architects ofour ——— —— ———
own doom. For every brick we §£
lay to block out nature and What is
claim our own domination of nature really up
this strange “other” world, to by this spate
nature fights back. of calamities?
Mankind, for sure, is no Js it telling us
match against it. Nature does something? Or
things normally. When we is iz it'’s way of
iry to destroy nature, it just Sighting back the
reminds us that it exists, The abuses of man?
reminder that it gives is very
powerful and sometimes detrimental to mankind’s
very existence.
Let's respect nature and give it the respect it
deserves, We can only do so much,



