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DENR chief to Manila
Bay biz owners: Install
sewer treatment plants

establishmentsalongManila
Bay are still required to put their
own sewerage treatment plants
(STPs) to prevent the discharge of
untreated wastewater that contrib-
utes to water pollution.

Meeting with several guests,
that include Sen. Cynthia Villar,
chairman of the Senate Commit-
tee on Environment and Natural
Resources; Metropolitan Manila
Development Authority (MMDA)
Chairman Danilo S. Lim; and Engr.
Lito Abuyan, the New Zealand-
based chemical engineer who de-
signed the STP, before the ceremo-
nial “Turn-On" event along Roxas
Boulevard on Sunday, Cimatu reit-
erated the need for business estab-
lishments to comply with the order,
or face the conseguence.

One of the highlights of the first
anniversary celebrationofthe Battle
for Manila Bay, the Duterte admin-
istration’s ambitious P4.7-billion,
seven-year Manila Bay rehabilita-
tion program, the commissioning
of the STP expects to treat an aver-
age of 500,000 liters of water from
three major esteros along Roxas
Boulevard thatdrain to ManilaBay.

He said the DENR has already
issued cease-and-desist orders to
many business establishments
during the past year for failing
effluent standards for “Class SB”
(Coastal and Marine Waters).

Class SB is the designated water
quality for recreational Water Class
1, or areas regularly used by the
public for bathing, swimming, skin
divingand fishery, while Water Class
3, or spawning areas for bangus and
similar species.

Cimatu said while Metro Manila
households are already covered by
the private water concessionaires of
the Metropolitan Waterworks and
Sewerage System (MWSS), busi-
ness establishments need to invest
in such facility in compliance with
existing policies, particularly Re-
public Act 9275, or the Philippine
Clean Water Act.

He said even the Philippine Navy

p along Roxas Boulevard will

required to put up
STP. But business
establishments
along Manifa

Bay are required

to put up their
water treatment
facilities.”—Cimatu

soon construct its own STP,

“The Philippine Navy will have
its own STP. I've already asked
them to put up an STP,” Cimatu
told a group of fellow government
officials during the STP Turn-On
ceremony near the Manila Yacht
Club on Sunday.

“Households, they are not re-
quired to put up STP. But business
establishments along Manila Bay
are required to put up their water
treatment facilities,” he insisted.

The DENR chief reported that co-
liform levelin Manila Bay has greatly
improved,butadded thatmuchneeds
tobedonetoachieve thedesired water
quality to make the waters of the his-
toric bay “swimmable” as mandated
by a decade-old Supreme Court con-
tinuing mandamus.

Citing data from the Envi-
ronment Management Bureau,
Cimatu earlier said the fecal co-
liform count at the Padre Faura
outfall is now down to 920,000
most probable number per 100
milliliter (mpn/100ml) from its
pre-rehab record of 7.21 million
mpn/100ml.

Meanwhile, from 35 million
mpn/100ml recorded before the re-
habilitation began, Cimatu said the
coliform level at the Raja Soliman/
Remedios drainage outfall across
Aristocrat Restaurant went down
to 11 million mpn/100ml.

On the other hand, the coli-
form level at the Manila Yacht
Club outfall is now 54 mil-
lion mpn/100ml, from a high
of 110 million mpn/100ml.

The desired standard fecal co-
liform level in Manila Bay is 100
mpn/100ml based on its classifica-
tion as Class SB coastal and marine
water. Jonathan . Mayuga



Ni
p Stnariens
! COMMUNTEATION
My INEOATIVES
ety

~etimppS—

=

SEnvier

ThE:

FALE ]

()
]

Towes

L
BAHHER
MORY

[___|
FAGE
LRy

o

TUNORIAL  CARTOUN

01-29 20

TURATET T

‘Declare ManilaBay
reclamation-free zone

By Willie Casas

marks the first year of Manila Bay Rehabilitation Program with

ﬁ. S THE Department of Environment and Natural Resources

bragging about lower coliform levels in Manila city bayside,
former Anakpawis Party-list Rep. Ariel Casilao urged Congress to pass
House Bill 257 Declaring Manila Bay as “Reclamation-Free” Zone as
serious measure for genuine rehabilitation.

-+ “DENR’s claim is so narrow that if
could only cite positive indicators on
the bay within the city of Manila, when
legally it involves a coastline of 190 ki-
lometers and near 200,000 hectares, from
Bataan province in the north to Cavite in
the South and they did so cited (sic) on

their very own Manila Bay Rehabilitation
Program,” the former lawmaker said in a
press statement.

Also, DENR Secretary Roy Cimatu
cited that the fecal coliform at the Padre
Faura outfall in Manila is down to 920,000
most probable number per 100 milliliter

(MPN/100mL), which was the lowest
armong with at Rajah Sulayman/Remedios
drainage and at the Manila Yacht Club out-
fall, but is far away from its supposed level
at 100 MPN/100ml. to fall under the Class
SB for coastal and marine water, as sat by
the Environmental Management Bureau.

At the same time, the urban poor
group Kalipunan ng Damayang Mahi-
hirap (KADAMAY)-Metro Manila on
Tuesday condemned Cimatu’s “anti-
poor” remarks on massive evictions of
urban poor near Manila Bay.

Maristel Garcia, Kadamay Metro Ma-
nila spokesperson, questioned the degrad-
ing remarks of Cimatu against the poor
and for blaming them as the core reason of
the probiem.
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s Taal simmers down, DENR steps

'n to manage trash from evacuees

By JoNATHAN L. MayuGa
¥ @jonlmayuga

KING advantage of Taal’s
I relative calmness over the past
few days, the Department of
Environmentand Natural Resources
(DENR) is stepping into the picture
to help address the garbage problem
in over 400 -evacuation centers in
Batangas, Laguna and Cavite. ‘
Environment Undersecretary
for Solid Waste Management and
Local Government Units Concerns
Benny D. Antiporda said members
of Task Force Basura compased of
field personnelfrom variousDENR
Regional Offices, togetherwith the
DENR Central QOffice, will conduct
an infermatien drive on proper
solid-waste management.
“Youcanexpectusfromthe DENR
that we will act on it as early as now,

rather than be ta&n aback by the
mountains of garbage that will be
produced because of this calamityin
Taal Velcano,” Antiporda said.
Antiporda has also appealed to

~ the public to avoid donating single-

use plastic cups, plates and utensils
to evacuees, as these “environmen-
tally unfriendly” itemns could create
another problem.

“Plastic forks, spoons, cups,
plates and coffee stirrers miay be
convenient, but they are wreak-
ing havoc on the environment,”
Antiporda pointed out.

He lamented that “calamityand
the displacement of individuals
make proper waste managerment
the last and least among the pri-
orities of the people.”

However, Antipordaassured that
the DENR is willing to help affected
local government units (LGUg) in

dealing with garbage resulting from -

Taal Volcana's activity.

The Philippine Institute of Vol-
canologyand Seismology (Phivolcs)
said Taal Volcano remains under
Alert Level 3, and reminded the
public that sudden steam-driven,
and even weak, phreatomagmatic
explosions, volcanic earthquakes,
ashfall and lethal volcanic gas ex-
pulsionscanstilloccurand threaten
areaswithjn Taal VolcanoIslandand
nearby lakeshores.

Phivoles has recommended topro-
hibithumanactiviies on Taal Volcano
Island, as well asareas near Taal Lake,
and communities west of the island

" within a 7-kilometer radius from the

maincratermustbestri hibited.
As such, Phivolcs advised LGUs

to assess areas outside the 7-kilo--
_meter radius for damages and road

accessibility, and to strengthen

preparedness, contingency and
communication measures in case
of renewed unrest.

“Pecple are also advised to ob-
serve precautions due to ground dis-
placement across fissures, frequent
ashfalland minor earthquakes. Com-
munities beside active river chan-
nels, particularly where ash from
the main eruption phase has been
thickly deposited, should increase
vigilance when there is heavy and
prolonged rainfall since the ash can
be washed away and form lahars
along the channels,” Phivoles said
in its latest Volcano Bulletin issued
at 8 a.m. on January 28.

The air space above Taal remains
dangerous, and Phivolcs advised civil
aviation authorities to put in place
necessary measures as explosions
and wind-remobilized ash may pose
hazards to aircrafts.
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DENR to help LGUS

clear Tall Volcano

By Joel dela Torre

THE Department of Environment and Natural Re-
spurces (DENR) vowed to help affected local gov-
ernment units (LGUs) in dealing with garbage
problems resulting from thg Taal Volcano erup-
tion.

Undersecretary for Solid Waste Management and
Local Government Units Concerns Benny Antiporda
said the DENR has mobilized all its regional offices to
assist in the management of solid waste on orders of
Environment and Natural Resources Secretary Roy
Cimatu.

An information drive on proper garbage handling
has also been launched in evacuation centers in Batan-
gas, Cavite and Laguna provinces in anticipation of

" the mountains of garbage piling up in areas where the
“bakwits” are staying.

Although the Philippine Institute of Volcanology

and Seismology (Phivoles ) has lowered the alert level

from 4 to 3, thousands are still in evacuation centers
sending only some other members of the family to
return and check their residences.

“Secretary Cimatu gave instruction that we come
up with ajointoperation by all DENR regional offices
in the country to assist all those affected by the Taal
Volcano eruption,” Antiporda said.

Thejeintoperation, whichwillbe participated inby
concerned personnel frdm the DENR central office in
Quezon City, will be called “Task Force Basura.”

Meanwhile, Antiporda appealed to the public to
avoid donating single-use plastic cups, plates and
utensils ko evacuees as these “environmentally un-
friendly” items could create another problem.

“Plastic forks, spoons, cups, plates, and coffee
stirrers may be convenient, but they are wreaking
havoc in the environment,” Antiporda pointed out.

He added: “Calamity and the displacement of
individuals make proper waste management the last
and least among the priorities of the people.”
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‘Funds
ready

for Taal
evacuees’

Malacafiang has assured
people displaced by Taal Vol-
cano’s continuing unrest that
the government is ready to
allot funds for their needs.

“The President always
thinks of the safety of our
countrymen. If necessary, he
will allocate funds for them,”
presidential spokesman Sal-
vador Panelo said at a press
briefing yesterday.

“The President’s directive is
always to secure their safety. So
necessarily, all the appropriate
; agencies will respond to the
directive,” he added. E

Panelo said local govern-
ments are already providing
assistance to the evacuees.

Turn to Page 8
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“If there is anything lack-
ing, that's the time when the
President would come in. But
meanwhile, we are assisting
in the evacuation,” he said,
adding that the military is
providing transportation to
groups giving relief to the
displaced families. I
" The Department of En/
vironment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR) will conduct
an information campaign on
proper waste disposal in evac-
uation centers for residents
displaced by the eruption of
Taal Volcano.

Alert Level 3 remained
hoisted over the volcano in
Batangas yesterday as the
Philippine Institute of Vol-
canclogy and Seismology
(Phivolcs) continued to record
volcanic earthquakes in the
past 24 hours.

“These earthquakes signify
magmatic activity beneat%'[ the
Taal edifice that could lead to
eruptive activity at the main
crater,” Phivolcs said in its
latest bulletin.

The amount of sulfur diox-
ide emitted by the volcano in
the past 24 hours, however,
was “below instrumental
detection,” the agency said.
Sulfur dioxide is the main
component of magma.

PEjvolcs said the activity
of Taal in the past 24 hours
was characterized by a “weak
to voluminous emission” of
white to dirty white steam-
laden plumes reaching 100 to
800 meters high that drifted
southwest.

The Taal Volcano Network,
which can record even small
earthquakes, recorded 92 vol-
canic earthquakes, including
four of low frequency.

Alert Level 3 means that
sudden steam-driven and
weak phreatomagmatic
explosions, volcanic earth-
quakes, ashfall and lethal vol-
canic gas expulsions can still
occur and threaten Volcano
Island and nearby lakeshores,
Phivolcs said.

The agency reminded the
public that entry to Volcano
Island as well as into areas
over Taal Lake and communi-
ties west of the island within
aseven-kilometer radius from
the main crater is prohibited.

Red Cross
eyes rehab

With Phivoics lowering
Taal Volcano’s alert status to
Level 3, the Philippine Red
Cross (PRC) is set to shift its
operation in the area to reha-
bilitation.

Sen. Richard Gordon, PRC
chairman, after a discussion
with Batangas Gov. Hermi-
lando Mandanas over the
weekend, instructed PRC
chapter administrator Ron-
ald Generoso to conduct
further discussion with the
governor.

Mandanas disclosed that
they are planning to put up
tent cities where evacuees can
stay untl they can move back
to their homes.

“We can provide family
tents to each family where
they can sleep with privacy.
But we will also set up halls
which will serve as their din-
ing areas, separate tents for
socialization activities, place
of worship and other group
activities,” he assured the
ZOVEInot.

Gordon also disclosed there
are national societies that com-
mitted to provide funding
for the rehabilitation phase,
which includes rebuilding
damaged houses, schools and
other buildings; providing
livelihood and distributing
cash grants,

“We are already coordinat-
ing with our partner national
societies to ensure that, like
how we worked in Yolanda,
assistance will be distributed
evenly to our target popula-
tion, that the operation will be
organized. WhatI am propos-
ing is to use P2 million of the
money that the Spanish Red
Cross and the German Red
Cross will donate to build
houses. The important thing
is to remove the pressure of
evacuation from the schools
so the children can resume
their classes,” the PRC chair-
man said.

DENR Undersecretary
Benny Antiporda said the
department’s regional office
will assist in the management
of sohd waste in evacuation
centers in Batangas, Cavite
and Laguna.

T nAlE T

“You can expect from the
DENR that we will act on it
as early as now, rather than
be taken aback by the moun-
tains of garbage that will be
produced as a result of this
calamity brought by Taal Vol-
cano,” he added.

He also appealed to the
public to avoid donating sin-
gle-use plastic cups, plates
and utensils to evacuees since
these items are environmen-
tally unfriendly and could
create another problem.

“Plastic forks, spoons,
cups, plates and coffee stir-
rers may be convenient, but
they are wreaking havoc on
the environment,” Antiporda
pointed out.

Albay Rep. Joey Salceda
said there is no longer a need
for the House of Represen-
tatives to approve the P30-
billion supplemental budget
for the rehabilitation of areas
devastated by the eruption of
Taal Volcano.

“1 don't think there’s a
need for supplemental fund.
Ng more need for a supple-
mental budget. We thought
the eruption would go full
blast that's why we needed
P30 billion to rebuild fa-
cilities, public infrastructure
and livelihood support,” he
said.

Salceda, chairman of the
House committee on ways
and means, said the proposal
could be converted to a more
developmental purpose,

“What we need is a more
developmental approach to
the impacts of Taal eruption
by way of creating south of
Manila growth corridor, a
re-launch of the Calabarzon,”
Salceda said. “It will be part
of the regular developmental
process.”

He said the government
has enough calamity funds
even if the proposed P20
billion was reduced to P16
billion in the General Ap-
propriations Act for this year,
because this was augmented
by an unused P7 billion in the
2019 budget that was carried
over.

All in all, this year’s bud-
get for disasters is P23 bil-
lion. — Alexis Romero, Helen
Flores, Rhodina Villanue-
va, Cecille Suerte Felipe,
Delon Porcalla, Jose Rodel
Clapano
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DUMALO si DENR Usec. Benny Antiporda, chai

STt

manng Soild Waste ment and Local Govemment
Units Concerns, sa pagdinig ng Senate committee on energy and local govemnment na pinamumunuan ni
Sen. Frangis Tolentino..Pinuri ng senador si Anfiporda sa kanyang mgandang pamamalakad “aé gmayu—
hang manindigan sa programang waste-to-energy. CESAR ALES
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LGU role in solid waste a hurdle :

in waste-to-energy projects

A BILL outlining the regulatory
regime for waste-to-energy facili-
ties is encountering various hur-
dles because local governments,
which are now responsible for
managing solid waste, may not
have the resources to pursue such
Projects.

“There are {wo constraints.
From the hearing, I can see that
this is a very complicated bill,”
Senator Sherwin T. Gatchalian,
who proposed the bill, told re-
porters after a Senate hearing on
the measure Tuesday.

“Complicated in a sense na
ang (that) solid waste manage-
ment is a devolved function to the
local government. But... waste-
to-energy (involves) high capital
expenditure, meaning you need
scale, kailangan mo malakihan
(You need a big investment),” he
added.

Mr. Gatchalian introduced
Senate Bill No. 363 in July during
the 18" Congress. The proposed
legislation seeks to establish a
national energy policy and frame-
work for facilities using waste-to-
energy (WTE) technologies.

He said reconciling the de-
volved function of solid waste
management and the big invest-
ment needed to build a WTE fa-.

_cility is complicated as many local

government units (LG do not
produce enough waste; neitherdo
they have the financial capability
to finance a project to generate
energy from waste.

Mr. Gatchalian earlier said
that the passage of the bill would

help solve the country’s peren-
nial garbage problem. He had said
that the measure will not only
encourage the development of
new technologies in the treat-
ment and disposal of solid waste,
but also supports the expansion
of bicenergy to attain sustainable
energy.

During the hearing, he asked
the departments of Energy, En-
vironment and Natural Resourc-
es, and Science and Technology
to come up with a comprehen-
sive study on waste-to-energy
facilities.

“What we want is for these
three departments to get togeth-
er, come up with a preliminary
study to look at the capacity, to
look at the potential for energy,
to look at the environmental con-
cerns as raised by some sectors so
that we will have some prelimi-
nary idea on how waste to energy
can solve our solid waste issues,”
he said. ‘

He said WTE facilities, which
convert non-recyclable waste
materials into useable heat, elec-
tricity or fuel through a variety of
processes, could be the sclution
as the three Rs — reuse, recycle
and reduce — have proven to be
a failure.

“Less than 30% of the baran-
gays conduct three Rs, 70% tina-
tapon lang kahit saan saan (70%
throw their garbage anywhere),”
he said. .

“On top of that, we have 330
open dumpsites. In the law that
was passed 20 years ago, bawal

{

na ang open dumpsites (open
dumpsites are not allowed}, but
because of financial and logisti-
cal issues, meron pa fayong open
dumpsites (we still have theny),”
he said.

Ahead of the bill’s passage,
local government units such as
Davao City and Puerto Princ-
esa City have embarked on WTE
projects.

Tristan Dwright P. Domingo,

assistant administrator of Davao |

City, said the city government |

is trying to “lobby” the national
government for P3 billion to help
fund the project.

In 2018, the city secured a 5.013
billion yen, or P2.5 billion, grant
from the Japanese goverhment
for the development of waste-to-
energy facilities in Davao City:
The project was meant fo be an
innovative example of sustain-
able waste management for other
cities to emulate.

“Right now, as part of our com-
mitment before we fully utilize
the funds we have to have-this
final feasibility study,” he said

in an interview after the Senate |

hearing.

He said the study, which is now
focused on the financial aspect
of the project, is scheduled to be
completed next mouth.

“From there, we’ll decide
whether to push through with the
project or not. If the financial side
tells us that it is not viable for us,
then the grant would be returned
to the Japanese government,” he
said.— Victor V. Saulon
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BATAAN LANDFILL
OPERATOR CITED
FORENVIRONMENT,
TAX OFFENSES

HERMOSA, BATAAN—The
local government. on Tuesday
issued notices of viclations to
a company operating a sanitary
landfill here for environmental
offenses and nonpayment of
municipal tax. :

Hermosa Mayor Jopet In-
ton said the Econest Waste
Management Corp. had vio-
lated the “no segregation, no
collection” policy under the
Ecological Solid Waste Man-
agement Act of 2000 (Republic
Act No. 9003},

“Econest even accepts gar-
bage from Quezon City when
under our agreement only
garbage from Hermosa [town]
and Bataan [province] should
be accepted in its landfill,” In-
ton told the Inquirer.

He said Econest also violat-
ed a contract with the local gov-
ernment when it failed to share
a portion of its income from
the landfill operation with Her-
mosa, The company, the may-
or said, would not even allow
municipal employees to inspect
its facility located in Barangay

" Mambog here. :

An Econest officer said the
company would review the
notices issued against it and
would seek help from envi-
ronmental experts to deter-
mine if it committed the vio-
lations.

Econest was established
on July &, 2017, under a pub-
lic-private partnership ar-
rangement with the Hermosa
government.

Inton said under the ar-
rangement, the Henmosa
government would dump its
garbage at the landfill free of
charge. “But lately we were be-
ing charged already,” he said.
—GREG REFRACCION ING
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CBCP SA MGA BANGKO:

MAGKAKAPIT-BISIG ang mga religious leader at
civil society organization para ikampanya ang pag-
kalas ng mga bangke sa coal project sa bansa. .

Binansagang ‘Withdraw from Coal’, ilulunsad
ang kampanya sa pamamagitan ng press confe-
Tence ngayong umaga sa isang restawran sa Que-
zon City Memorial Circle.

Kabilang sa plano ng grupo ay bigyan ng grado
ang mga bangko depende sa laki ng pinagamit
nilang pondo sa coal project.

Kasama sa mga magiging speaker sina Bishop
Gerry Alminaza at Gerry Arances ng Center for
Energy, Ecology and Development.

Nais din ng mga obispo sa bansa na kausapin
si Department Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR) Secretary Roy Cimatu dahil sa lumalalang
problema ng polusyon dulot ng sangkaterbang
coal-fired power plant sa bansa.

Sa liham na pmadala kay Cimatu, binanggit ng
mga obispo na sana’y buksan ng kalihim ang kan-
yang mata at tenga para maramdaman ang hinaing
ng mga tao sa unti-unting pagkasira ng ating mundo.

“You, Secretary Cimatu, are blessed with a most
valuable position as a steward of creation as head

GIL PONDO SA COAL

of the DENR. It is a place to not only preserve the
beauty of Creation, but also to uphold the dignity
of human life.” ayon sa liham na may petsang Ene-
ro 26, 2020.

“We invite you to open your eyes ang ears to the
cry of our people, and the cry of our deteriorating
Earth,” diin pa sa liham.

Ang liham ay pirmado ng 13 obispo sa pangu-
nguna ni Kidapawan Bishop Jose Colin M. Baga-
foro, chairman, CBCP Episcopal Commission on
Somal Action, Justice and Peace,

Ayon sa kanila, ang standards on pollution na
pinatutupad ng DENR ay hindi sapat para mapro-
tektahan ang mga tao.

Dahil dito, maitala ng World Health Organiza-
tion ang Pilipinas bilang ikatle sa may pinakara-
ming namatay dahil sa air pollution.

“It is because of these pitiful measures that coal
and other polluting industries are able to spew poi-
son into our atmosphere, further exacerbating our
people’s vulnerabilities in the context of both man-
made and natural disasters.”™ ayon pa sa kanila.

Mayroon 29 coal-fired power plant sa bansa na
siyang nagpapasama sa kalidad ng hangin.
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Single-use plastic ‘wag i-donate

Umapela kahapon ang Department
of Environment and Natural Resources
{DENR) sa publiko naiwasang mag-donate
ng single-use plastic cups, plates, at utensils
saevacuees ng pagsabog ng Bulkang Taal,

5a pamamagitan ng “Task Force Basura,”
sinabini DENR Secretary Roy Cimatu na ang
lahat ng kanyang regional offices sa buong
bansa ay inaasahang aayudasa tamang solid
waste management sa evacuation centers sa
Batangas, Cavite, at Laguna.

Sinabi ni Undersecretary for solid
waste management Benny Antiporda na
“there will be representatives per region

that will assist evacuees when it comes ko
environmental issues, particularly solid waste
management.” ]

Umapelasiya siya sa publikona huwag
nang mag-donate ng single-use plastic cups,
plates at utensils sa evacuees dahil ang
mga ito ay “environmentally unfriendly”
items na maaaring lumikha ng isa pang
problema.

“Plastic forks, spoons, cups, plates, and
coffee stirrers may be convenient, but they
are wreaking havor on the environment,”
paliwanag ni Antiporda.

Eltalyn De Vera-Ruiz
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BALIK NA SA

TULUYAN nang inalis ng

Inf8r-Agency, Task Force .

ang suspensyon sa dra-
gon boat race sa Boracay.

Ayon sa liham ng Bora-
cay Inter-Agency Rehabilita-
‘tion Management Group Ge-
néral Manager Natividad

Bemardino-kay Malay Acting

Mayor Frolibar “Bautist,
_epektibo agad ang pagsa-

sawalang-bisa sa nasabing

suspensyon.
Dahll dito, maaari nang
magsagawa ng kahit andng

" altibidad ang apat na grupo

namayroon sa tapyag naisla.
Kaugnay nite, pinzalalaha-

nan ng task force ang lokai na’
pamahalaan ng Malay, Akfan

atarig Philippine CoastGuard
na kallangang mahigpit ra
ipatupgd ang Executive Order
No. 037 series of 2019 o*An

“Order Settlrnggﬁthet Guidelines

. for Dragen Boat Trainings™sa

naturang bayan na siyang -

" may hursdiksyon sa Bora-
cay, - g

Kung maaa[aja mnuspm—
de mDepartmeni of Eniiren-
ment ard Naturaf Hesources

Secrélary Roy' Cimatu ang
lahat ng dragon boat activities
sa |sla kasunod og rahed

-yjang iangyafi sa dagat noong

Setyembre 25, 2019, kung
saan pitong paddlers ng Dra-
gon Force team ang nasawi

habang 14 ang nakaligtas.
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Dragon Boat race, puwede
na ulit sumagwan

INALIS na ng Inter-
Agency Task Force ang
suspensyon sa dragon
boat race sa Boracay.

Sa liham na ipinadala ni
Boracay Inter-Agency
Rehabilitation Manage-
ment Group General Man-
ager Natividad Bemardino
kay Malay Acting Mayor

_ Frolibar Bautista, epekti-

bo agad ang pagsasawalang
bisa sa nasabing suspen-
SyOn.

Nangangahulugan ito na
maaari 1ang agsagawa ng
kahit anong aktibidad ang
apat na grupo na nayroon
sa tanyag na isla.

Kaugnay nito, pinaala-
lahanan ng task force ang
lokal na pamahalaan ng
Malay, Aklan at ang Phil-
ippine Coast Guard na
kailangang mahigpit na ip-
atupad ang Executive Or-
der No. 037 series of 2019
o “An Order Setting the
Guidelines for Dragon
Boat Traintngs” sa natur-
ang bayan na siyang mav
hurisdiksyon sa Boracay,

Kung maaalala, sinus-

pindeni Departmentof
Environment and Natural
Resources Secretary Roy
Cimatu ang lahat ng drag-
on boat activities sa isla
kasunod ng trahedyang
nangyari sa dagat noong
Setyembre 25, 2019,
kung saan pitong pad-
dlers ng Dragon Force

" team ang nasawi habang

14 ang nakaligtas.
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Fewer mlgratory birds 5|ghted

Three higtime suspected drug pushers were
arrested during separate buy-bust operations
in a mall in Cavite that also resulted to the
confiscation of suspected shabu amounting to
P§.8 million.

According to Philippine Drug Enforcement
Agency (PDEA) Director General
Aaron Aquino, the suspects were
identified as Reiner Magbutay il
alias Tan, Kevin Mateo and Fatmah
Ali Alangadl.

Magbutay and Mateo were
arrested around 12 noon on
23 January 2020 in a mall in
Molino IV, Bacoor, Cavite,
while another buy-bust
operation conducted
a day after in the
same mall led
to the arrest of

Alangadi,

By Elmer Recuerdo

TACLOBAN CITY - Strong typhoons
that hit Eastern Visayas in the recent

. months have not only resulted to
. displacing people but also lessened

the number of migratory birds

% which visited the country during
- | their winter sojourn.

Results from the recently
conducted Asian Waterbird Census
(AWC), which was conducted in
seven sites in Eastern Visayas
early this month, showed that fewer
migratory bird species came
to visit the region
compared to
turnouts

the previous years.

According to Ingelina Lantajo,
focal person from the Department of
Environment and Natural Rescurces
(DENR) for the conduct of the waterbird
count, “The recent typhoons “Tisoy” and
“Ursula,” which caused some damage to
our mangrove areas, may have displaced
the migratory birds.”

Despite the low turnout, rare migratory
birds were sighted in the waterbird count
to include a northern pintail duck at
Lake Bito. Other species recorded were
the great egref, great knot, gray heron,
common sandpiper, golden plover and the
whitecollated kingfisher.

“The presence of these waterbirds is
an indication that although some of our
mangrove areas may have been damaged

by recent natural calamities, there are

still healthy wetlands for migratory birds
seeking food and shelter away from the
colder climate where they originally came
from,” DENR OIC-Regional Executive
Director Tirso Parian Jr. said.

Among the sites where the census
was conducted include the Ormoc Bay
Wetlands, Lake Bito Inland Wetland in
MacArthur town, Carigara Bay Wetlands
and the Tres Marias Jslands in Palompon,
all in the province of Leyte.

Also included in the census are the
Southern Leyte Bird Sanctuary in St.
Bernard, the Maqueda Bay Wetlands
in the towns of Motiong, Jiabong and
Paranas in Samar, and at the Guiuan
Intertidal Flats in Eastern Samar,

Results of the waterbird census
will be collated and analyzed while
recommendations will be formulated
to contribute in local and global

& conservation activities such as species

and site conservation
% and research programs
and campaign plans to
raise awareness of the
importance of wetlands
presence in communities.
The AWC is an annual
event that runs parallel
to other international
censuses in Africa,
Europe and Neotropics
under the umbrella of the
International Waterbird
Census.
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Winter sojourn A flock of migratory birds, believed to have coms from colder countries, swarm this fishpond in Obando, Bulacan for an abundant meal of fingarlings.
ROMAN PROSPERQ Biribunephi KR
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CAMPSITE A group of climber:

Venado, below the summit of Mt. Apo. —IEOFFREY MAITEM

MT.APOTRAILS INDAVAO DEL SUR
SAFE FOR CLIMBERS AFTER QUAKES

DIGOS CITY—The series of
earthquakes that rocked parts
of Mindanao last year had not
damaged trails in Davao del Sur
province leading to Mt. Apo,
the country’s highest peak.
Local nountaineering
groups said a recent assess-

ment showed that the local .

trails were safe and open to
climbers. 1

An environment official
said that unlike the trails in the
towns of Magpet, Makilala and
Kidapawan City in Cotabato
province which had been closed
to trekkers, the Davao del Sur
trails, such as those in Sta, Cruz
and Bansalan towns and Digos
City, remained open following
the strong earthguakes in Octo-
ber and December.

. Mt. Apo, at 2,954 meters
{9,692 feet) above sea level,
offers panoramic views and
adventures to climbers who
flock there during the annual
sumimer climb.

Assessment

Jayvee Agas, head of the
regional public affairs of-
fice of the Department of
Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR), said the
Cotabato trails had yet to
be opened by local govern-
ments there due to the dan-
ger of landslides. ]

Rye Glenn Trinidad, vice
president of the Mindanao
Mountaineering Federation
Inc. in Davao del Sur, said his
group and the Digos City Ac-
tive Mountaineers conducted
a trail assessment to prepare
climbers for a tree ‘planting

activity on Mt. Apo from Jan.
30 to Feb. 2.

He said the groups were
expecting to draw about 250
climbers to join the -event,
which was originally. sched-
uled on Nov. 30 to Dec. 2 last
year but was postponed fol-
lowing the earthquakes.

According to Trinidad,
only 50 climbers a day will
be aillowed on Mt. Apo’s peak
when this year’s climbing sea-
son begins on Feb. 3.

Limited access

Clitnbers are asked to stay
on the summit only until 2
p.m. as the area will be off
limits at night, according to
the guidelines issued by the
Protected Area Management
Board (PAMB). The DENR and
PAMB have imposed window
hours for climbers to prevent
forest fires that had destroyed
a large part of Mt. Apo’s forest
in previous years.

Agas also reminded climb-
ers that swimming in Lake Ve-
nado was prohibited and they
should bring their garbage when
they return to their camps.

All climbers, she added,
must secure petmits from the
local government and undergo
an orientation before the climb.,

Over a thousand residents
in four villages at the foot of
Mt. Apo in Kidapawan took
refuge in the city’s evacuation
sites after the 6.6-magnitude
quake on Oct. 29 left ground
fissures near their houses,
prompting the government
to declare these areas .as no-
build zones, —orLANDO BINOY INQ
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Saving native and

endemic trees

BY JED MACAPAGAL

As the country’s leader in geothermal
power with over 1,400 megawates (MW)
of capacity under its belt, Lopez-led power
generation firm Energy Development
Cotp. (EDC) is pushing its renewable
efforts further with its initiatives for the
replenishment of strearms.

In 2009, the company started BINHI,
its flagship environmental program which
serves as a nationwide greening and refor-
estation program of native and endemic
trees.

EDC said since its geothermal opera-
tons are located in forested areas, there
is preat reliance on healthy watersheds as
trees can help maintain geothermal reser-
voirs by holding water and releasing them
deep into the earth.

As of 2018, the BINHI program has
identified and rescued 96 species of prime
and endangered Philippine hardwood,
apart from raising 175,685 scedlings, distri-
bution and planting of 3,214 hecrares with
the help of 173 partner organizations and
88 farmers associations.

It also managed to restore local forest-
lands with over 6.4 million of trees over
thousands of hectares to preserve and
propagate threatened native tree species
and protect biodiversicy as well as purify
rainwater before being released into natural
channels such as streamns and groundwarer
reserves.

Under the BINHI program, EDC
works with the academe to provide techni-
cal assistance, facilities, and training and
capacity-building sessions.

The company recently partnered with
the University of San Carlos in Cebu to
grow and propagate premium Philippine
native ee species such as Narra, Mang-
kono and Molave, This is the company’s
11th arboretum since 2008,

As part of the agreement, the school
will host a permanent designated area for
the trees, supported by planting and pro-
motional acgvities. EDC provided seed-
lings along with technical assistance for the
protection and maintenance of the trees,

including labeling and scientific monitoring.

Early last year, the company also
adopted the 7.79-hectare Wetland No. 2 in
Boracay island to turn it inte an eco-tour-
ism park by putting up another arboretum
aside from walkway, view deck, visitor
information center and other amenities
that will be tarned over to the government
after three years.

The BINHI program
has identified and rescued
96 species of prime and
endangered Philippine
hardwood, apart from
raising 175,685 seediings,
distribution and planting
of 3,214 hectares with the
belp of 173 partner
organmigations and 88
[Jarmers associations.
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BINHI is EDC’s flagship environmental program which serves as a nationwide greening and reforestation program of native and endemic trees.



N STRATEGIC
COMMUNICATION

TR ——
f
p—
"

INITIATIVES
SERVICE

TITLE:

Malaya

Business Insight =

PAGENS

UPrER FAGT ) BANNCR
$I0RY STORY
LOWER

01 29 20

EDITORIAL  CARIQONM

DATE

Promoting conservation,

sustainability

BY JED MACAPAGAL

As a coal mining and coal-
fired power plant operator,
Semirara Mining and Power
Corp. (SMPC) has always been
the target of criticisms by envi-
ronmental groups.

Often overlooked, however,
are the company’s efforts to
transform Semirara Island into a
cradle of giant clams and other
high-valued commercial organ-
isms like abalone, spiny lobsters
and mud crabs.

With the establishment
of SMPC’s Semitrara Marine
Hatchery Laboratory (SMHL)
in 2010, the company aims to
host the most advanced re-
source and development center
to promote the conservation,
sustainability and environmen-
tal enhancement by improving
marine biodiversity, fishery
resources and habitats.

SMP focuses on the spawn-
ing of giant clams which pro-
vide shelter to secaweeds, sea
sponges and other marine ot-
ganisms. Giant clams help clean
pollurants and produce food for

Through the hatchery laboratory, SMPC aims to host the
most advanced resource and developmient center to promote
the conservation, sustainability and environmental e
nhancement by improving marine biodiersigy, fishery
resourees and habitats.

other marine species.

The giant clams which are
also popular for their local name
taklobo, likewise serve as an
indicator of good water qual-
ity in the area despite ongoing
coal mining operations. This is
because these creatures cannot
thrive in a polluted environment.

At present, the lab is spawn-
ing at least eight species of
giant clams including True Gi-
ant Clam: Smooth Giant Clam;
Fluted Giant Clam; Boring Giant
Clam; Noah’s Giant; Small Giant
Clam; Strawberry Giant Clam;
and Porcelain Giant Clam.

From the initiative of reseed-
ing 150 giant clams on the island’s
coastline in 2006, SMPC expanded
the hatchery and has survived
163,267 giant clams to date, of
which 80,146 have been reseeded.

Meanwhile, 50 giant clams
from the hatchery were trans-

ferred and spawned along the
shoreline of SMPC’s power opera-
tions in Calaca town in Batangas
province.

In 2015, a team of marine
biologists from the Silliman
University Angele King Center
for Research and Environmental
Management led by National Sci-
entist Angel Alcala, conducted a
survey of the whole coastal area
of Semirara Island. The resulrs
of the study showed contrary to
expectations for mining areas,
the reefs surveyed had extensive
coverage of live hard coral cover
and relatively high fish biomass
and densicy.

Likewise, SMPC also formed
linkages with other eminent
figures in marine biology to fur-
ther improve SMHL’s efficiency
including two other National
Scientists Gavine Trono and the
late Edgardo Gomez.
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The company has been working to transform Semirara Island into a cradie of giant clams and other high-valued commercial organisms
like abalone, spiny lobsters and mud crabs.
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Reclamation plans
bad news for bay’s
200K winged visitors

By Jhesset O, Enano
@JhessetEnancINQ

Land reclammation projects
on Manila Bay threaten to
displace as many as 200,000
waterbirds that pass through
the country during their mi-
gration in winter months, ac-
cording to the Wild Bird Club
of the Philippines (WBCP).

These birds include sever-
al endangered and vulnerable
species whose fragile popula-
tions may be decimated once
coastal development projects
push through in Metro Manila,
Bulacan and Cavite provinces,
and other areas.

“They can really be pushed
to extinction,” said Cristina
Cinco, WBCP vice president,
in an interview on Tuesday.
“Similar to a food chain, once
you cut one, the others [in the
system)] will be affected.”

Despite fierce opposition
from environmental groups
and some government offi-
cials, several Teclamation proj-
ects spanning several cities

“and provinces are still slated
on Manila Bay.

Among the bigger projects
is the proposed international
airport in Bulacan provinge,
which experts say will de-
stroy hectares of mangroves
and worsen flooding in coastal
towns.

Cinco said this develop-
ment was also expected to ad-
versely impact thousands of
waterbirds that stop over on
Manila Bay to feed and roost
on its coastlines, mudflats and
mangroves.

16 waterbird species

At least 16 waterbird spe-
cies congregate on the bay
during midwinter months, ac-
cording to the WBCP, and at
least 12 of the species, includ-
ing the endangered Far Eastern
curlew (Numenius madagas-
curiensis), vulnerable Chinese
egret (Egretta eulophotes) and
near threatened bar-tailed
godwit (Limosa lapponica), are

VULNERABLE Enwronmentallsts have warned against
coastal development projects that could disrupt the habitat
and food source of migratory birds passing over Manila Bay,
like this flock spotted off Freedom Island in Paranaque City in
April last year. —JoaNBONDOC

considered of international
importance because of their
decreasing population.

In its most recent Asian
Waterbird Census earlier this
month, the WBCP observed a
record number of black-faced
spoonbills (Platalea mingr). The
bird is listed as endangered by
the International Union for the
Conservation of Nature,

A total of 24 spoonbills
were seen feeding and resting
along the tidal flats and man-
grove areas in Barangay Talip-
tip in Bulakan, Bulacan—just
“in the backyard” of the pro-
posed international airport,
Cinco said.

Before its last sighting in
2019 in Sasmuan, Pampanga
province, the rare bird had not
been seen for over a century
on Manila Bay.

Bioindicator
“Birds are the No. 1 bio-
indicator, meaning if you

have birds present, you have
clean water, clean air and ba-
sic food,” Cinco said. “What is
good for the birds are good for
the people .. Why ruin a per-
fectly good environment?”
The Philippines is part of
the flight path of some 50 mil-

lion birds that take the East
Asian-Austratasian Flyway,
which stretches from Russia
and Alaska at the northern
end, to Australia and New Zea-
land at the southern end. =
‘The Philippines is a stop-
over for at least 13.5 million
migratory birds, feeding be-
fore continuing their long-haul
flights over 22 countries.

Impact on fish stocks

Environmentalists  have
also expressed concern over
the effect of reclamation proj-
ects on fish stocks in Manila
Bay.

Though the bay is heavily
potluted, many municipal fish-
ermen still rely on it for their
livelihood, with sardines as
their main catch.

“ISince] they will be dis-
turbed, the concentration of
fish eggs and larvae in the bay
will be gone,” said Elsa Fu-
rio, senior research specialist
at the National Fisheries Re-
search and Development In-
stitute of the Department of
Agriculture.

“They might transfer to
other areas but that will take
time. Some of them might be
gone forever,” she said. ivg
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All set for Takbo
Para sa Kalikasan

A SERIES of fun runs is
slated at the CCP Complex
ground in Pasay City that
not only promotes weilness
but also raise awareness of
protecting the environment.

This is the mission of
Takbo Para sa Kalikasan
2020, a four-race event or-
ganized by the Green Me-
dia Events Company.

According to Green Me-
dia Events managing direc-
tor Jenny Lumba, this year’s
Takbe Para sa Kalikasan is
composed of fun runs rep-
resenting the four elements
— Fire Run on May 31,
Water Run on July 13, Air
Run on Sept. 20 and Earth
Run on Nov. 22.

“This is our own little
way of helping promote
a clean environment and
keep it safe from any un-
desirable  factors” said
Lumba during the 52nd
“Usapang Sports” by the
Tabloids Organization in
Philippine ., s {TOPS)
at the National Press Club
in Intramuros, Manila.

To kick oft the Kaitkasan
fun runs, Green Media
Events will also support the
staging of the Pride Run for
the LGBT community on
Feb. 16 at the CCP Com-
plex in Pasay City.

“Tuloy-tuloy na po ito
kaya ina-anyayahan namin
hindi lang ang mga regular
running enthusiasts kundi
pati na ang mga kaibigan
nating  nagmamalasakit

sa  ating kalikasan;'ad-
ded Lumba in the weekly
public service program
supported by the Philip-
pine Sports Commission,
National Press Club, PAG-
COR  and Community
Basletball Association,

“Patuloy din po ang am-
ing community outreach
program tulad nung na-
karaang tacn na kung saan
ang Green Media Events
team kasama ang ilang
volunteers ay namahagi ng
groceries at medicines sa
Charity Home of Joy for
the Sick Children, pati na sa
mga naapektuhan ng pag-
putok ng Taal Volcano”

Fritz Labastida, who
accompanied Lumba in
the weekly sports forum,
urged everybody to par-
ticipate in the 3K, 5K, 10K
and 16K events not only to
keep themselves physical-
ly fit but also to meet new
fri~ods who share the same
advocacy.

Dastida  also  urged
participants to bring their
own reusable water con-
tainer and avoid the use of
plastic or paper cups during
the fun run as their way of
helping the environment.

“Huwag  po  kayo
mag-atubiling lumahok para,
na rin manatiling malakas
ang pangangatawan pati na
ang kalusugan,” said Labas-
tida, who also earned mon-
icker “Barefoot Diva’ in the
running community.
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