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DENR cites gains
in bay cleanup

Chief Justice Diosdado Peraltacn Synday sounded
bawled over by the transformationofa cleanedfu?
Manila Bay. The song “What A Wonderful World
now best describes the once heavily polluted bay,
Peralta said. Environment Secretary Roy Cimatu,
however, said the level of fecal coliform mad_e
the bay still unsafe for swimming. Hg had ealr_ll.-
et promised it would be At for swinnming by Aﬂ
the end of 2015. —STORY BY JHESSET O. ENANO

A YEAR AFTER CAMPAIGN LAUNCH

DENR GITES GAINS IN MANILA BAY GLEANUP

By Jhessef 0. Enano
@JhessetEnancINQ

The waters of Manila Bay,
world-famous for its sunset,
have shown signs of improve-
ment a year after the environ-
ment departmment and other
government agencies launched
a drive to clean up what has been
called a “gigantic septic tank.”

Officials touted Baseco
Compound, a huge slum by the
bay in Tondo, Manila, as one of
the biggest triumphs of efforts
at restoring the old glory of the
bay, where Commodore George
Dewey destroyed the Spanish
Pacific Squadron during the
Spanish-American War.

Not too long ago, the water
at the shoreline of Baseco was
filled with trash—from pilastic
food packaging and sachets o
used diapers.

Now, the sand underneath
the water is finally visible,
after months of consistent
cleanup activities led by the
Department of Environment
anfl Natural Resources {DENR}
and village officials.

High court mandamus

Saying he was “impressed”
by the agencies’ efforts, Chief
Justice Diosdado Peralta said
this was the first time he had
seen the co'ntinuing manda-
mus issued by the Supreme
Court in 2008 actually being
implemented in the bay.

Acting on a petition filed in
1999 by residents of the bay—
University of the Philippines
law students and colleagues
of environment lawyer Tony
Oposa, the high court ordered
13 agencies to clean up and
protect the body of water.

The 1,994-square-kilometer
bay has a coastline of 190 ki
and is bounded by Metro Ma-
nita and the provinces of Cavite,
Bulacan, Pampanga and Bataan,

But much remains to be
done in cleaning up the bay,
Environment Secretary Roy Ci-
matu said on Sunday, the first
anniversary of the “Battle for
Manila Bay” cleanup campaign.

Roy Cimatu —MARIANNE BERMUDEZ

Levels of fecal coliform, or
bacteria from human and animal
feces, are still at thousands to
millions most probable number
per 100 milliliter (mpn/ioo ml),
although this was a significant
decrease compared to previous
levels that reached billions.

Drop in fecal coliform levels
Before the rehabilitation
program, the DENR said it aimed
to reduce the fecal coliform le-
vel of the bay from 330 million
mpn/100 ml te a more acceptable
270 mpn/f1oo ml by end of 2019.
The safe level for water qua-
lity is pegged at 100 mpn/160 ml.
‘While Baseco Beach has
shown huge improvement visu-
ally, environment officials said
it was still not safe to swim in.
While levels of coliform
from three monitoring sta-
tions in Baseco still fluctuate,
it still had high levels, with the
lowest reaching around 30,000
mpn/ioo mi, said Jacqueline
Caancan, executive director of
DENR National Capital Region.
But children found no prob-
lem skinny dipping into its
murky brown waters on Sunday,
paying no attention to the stink
still emanating from the bay.
“They will feel bad when
you tell them off,” said Diana
Espinosa, chair of Baseco Com-
pound. “When it was still dirty,
they were already swimming
there. Now that it’s clean, how
will we tell them not to do so?”
While Cimatu had prom-
ised that Manila Bay would

be swimmable by end of 2019,
he said the timeline had been
pushed back due to delays
in constructing flood control
projects in the baywalk area.

Treatment plants

Officials are now pinning
their hopes on a new solar-po-
wered sewerage (reatinent
plant on Roxas Boulevard—a
project of the Metropolitan Ma-
nila Development Authority.

With six main treatment
tanks, the plant is expected to
treat 5oo,000 liters of waste-
water daily.

The untreated water will
come from three drainage out-
falls, namely Padre Faura, Rajah
Soliman and the Manila Yacht
Club. Once flowing straight to the
bay, the cutfalls will be diverted
by a 1.5-km pipe stretching from
the US Embassy to the yacht club.

The plant is expected to be
fully operaticnal by March.

Yet even without the treat-
ment plant, Cimatu said recent
data from the Environmental
Management Bureau already
showed that coliform levels
from these outfalls had “dras-
tically decreased.”

For instance, the count
at Padre Faura outfall is now
down fo g20,000 mpn/ioo ml,
from its prerehabilitation level
of 7.2t million mpn/too ml.

At the Rajah Solirnan drain-
age, levels went down from 35
million mpn/100 ml to 11 mil-
Hon mpn/i00 ml.

Cimatu said some 40,000
informal settler families with-
in the Manila Bay region would
be relocated within the year.

Relocation of slums is part
of the second phase of the reha-
bilitation plan for Manila Bay.

“Before, no one really be-
lieved that Manila Bay can be
cleaned,” Peralta said. "My
wife suggested that the theme
song of Baseco was ‘Impossible
Dream’' because it is impossi-
ble to clean.”

“But now, it's ‘“What A
Wonderful World,” the chief
magistrate said, referring to
Baseco's transformation. mo
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Battle
for Manila
Bay
confinues

mumStory;on-Page;17)

Battle for Manila
continues

ay

By REY GALUPO

The campaign to clean up and
restore the marine ecosystem
of Manila Bay was echoed in
a program in Tondo yesterday
amid the backdrop of President
Duterte’s vocal stance against re-
claiming 100 square kilometers
of the bay.

Sen. Cynthia Villar and Environ-
ment and Natural Resources Secretary
Roy Cimatu led the program at Baseco
Compound in Tondo for the second
“Battle for Manila Bay” — a pro-envi-
ronment campaign launched last year.

Villar lauded the Manila city gov-
ernment for its agreement with the
Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewer-
age System (MWSS) and Maynilad to
enhance the “Kubeta Ko” project, which
is aimed at building over 400 toilets for
bay area residents at Parola Compound.

This project, along with a joint
MWSS and Maynilad investment in
a sewerage treatment plant, is ex-
pected to reduce pollution in the bay.

Since last year, the Metropolitan
Manila Development Authority
(MMDA) has removed over 2,000
truckloads of trash, mud and slime
from the bay. . :

MMDA spokesperson Celine Pi-
alago said that despite these efforts,
restoring the old beauty of Manila Bay
is unlikely unless throwing garbage
into the bay is totally stopped.

Meanwhile, Manila mayor-
turned-Butil party-list Rep. Lito
Atienza expressed full support for
the President’s stance against re-
claiming Manila Bay, saying only the
“oligarchs” would benefit from it.

“We should be revitalizing Manila
Bay’s ecosystems, not flattening thern
with more reclamation projects,”
Atienza said. — With Ghio Ong, De-
lon Porcalla
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DEPARTMENT of Environment-and Natural Resources Secretary
Roy A. Cimatu {6th from right), chair of the Manila Bay Inter-Agen-
cy Task Force {(MBIATF), Senator Cynthia Viliar (6th from left), Met-
ropolitan Manila Development Authority Chairman Danifo Lim (4th
from right), Supreme Court Chief Justice Diosdado Peralta (5th
from right), US Ambassador to the Philippines Sung Kim (5th from
left}, and other government officials switch on the Manila Bay sew-
age treatment plant during the first year anniversary of the Manila
Bay cleanup and rehabilitation project dubbed as the ‘Battle for
the Manila Bay’ on Sunday. (Ali Vicoy)

Manila Bay sewage

plant inaugurated

Department of Environment
and Natural Resources Secretary
Roy Cimatu led on Sunday the in-
auguration of a sewage intercep-
tor and treatment plant located in
front of the Manila Yacht Club in
celebration of the first year anni-
versary of the Manita Bay’s inten-
sive cleanup and rehabilitation,

“The facility, which is capable of
treating 500,000 liters of waste-
water per day, will ensure that no
untreated wastewater from the
drainage outfalls flows into the
bay,” Cimatu said.

Citing the most recent data
from the DENR’s Environmental
Management Bureau (EMB}), Ci-
matu said coliform levels from
major Manila Bay outfafls have
“drastically decreased.”

He said the fecal coliform
count at the Padre Faura outfall
is now down to 920,000 most
probable number per 100 mil-
liliter (mpn/100ml) from its pre-
rehab record of 7.21 million

mpn/100mi. .

From 35 million mpn/100m| re-
corded before the rehabilitation
began, Cimatu said the coliform
level at the Raja Soliman/Reme-
dios drainage outfall across Aris-
tocrat Restaurant went down to
11 miilion mpn/100ml.

The coliform level at the Manila

Yacht Club outfall is now 54 mil-
lion mpn/100mi from a high of
110 million mpn/100ml, the DENR
chief noted.

"Even before the construction
of this treatment plant, the water
quality in the bay is slowly improv-
ing.” Cimatu pointed out. "This we
credit to the concerted efforts and
cooperation of all stekeholders
including our estero rangers who
are in-charge of the esteros that
drain into the Manila Bay.”

He also said that more sewage
treatment plants will be built to
catch the untreatable water flow-
ing into the Manila Bay. (Ellalyn
De Vera-Ruiz)
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LIBO-LIBONG katao mula sa iba't ibang grupe ang nakilsa sa unang taong aniber-
saryc ng Battle tor Manila Bay sa pangunguna ni DENR Sec. Roy Cimatu (inset,
kallwa) kung saan Ipinakilala ni Usec. Benny Antiporda (Inset, taas) ang bagong
super hero na kalaban ng mga pasaway at mahilig magkalat ng basura na si PBB
¢ Pinas the Basura Buster. CRISMON HERAMIS

" Battle for Manlia Bay 11aen na
" Baseco Beach maaari
nang palignan-Clmatu
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lﬂl‘(l waste to nature infiunsad Ilﬂ malalalllnn kompanya

IPINAKILALA nl Depart-
mant of Environment end
Haturel Aesourcas Under-
secretary Benny Antlporda
ang bagong kakampl ng
ahensya pars sa pagillinis
ng Manila Bay aa pagdir-
wang ng lka-1 taong aniber-
siryo ng Baltle for Manlia
Bay,

Ayan kay Antiporda, sor-
presa nlla key DENR Secre-
tary Roy Cimatu ang pagkaka-
roon na finawag nilang Pinas
the Basura Buster kung saan
makatituwang lto sa kanilang
pragrama.

Kaugnay nlto, mull na-
mang nanawagan & Antipor-
da sa bawet Fillpine na sa-
mahan ang gotnismo 848 ka-
nitang programe sa pagillinis
8a Manila Bay.

Anlya, kahit llang opigyal,

sanador ¢ judge pa ang mag-
dam babalk at bd:al: parin

income potantial,

&Y basura &4 plranggalingan
kung hindl slla utuiingan.

Eln ri-din pa nil Antl-

%j plaeilk s
sa rngu produkio eng mala-
king kalaban g Battla for Me-
nife kunei 2ng mga: plasii na
1o na mahirap deiplinghin
kaya manum| ang kapaligiran,

Samaritala, nagsama-sa:
ma al nagkalza ang llang
magkakalabang kempanya af
Ireusirlya uparg makaril ang
layurin na mapanafiling mall-
niz.ang Manlla Bay,

o ay matapos lunsad ng
Phillppine Alllance for Ae-
evtllng and Malerials Sustal-
nabifty ang “zera Waste 1o na-
tura",

Ayon sa PARMS, nakatu-
tok slla sa mga biasiira ng ma-
aari pang magamil o ma-fe-
cycle dl sa pamamagitan ng
programang Ho ay lumakl ang

NAGTULONG-tulong mull ang mga Bulakenye na tang-
galln ang mga basura at linisin ang mga pampang sa
unang taon ng Battle for Manila Bay. DICK MIRASOL Il

Bukod 'dlio, madaragda-
gan din umana ang demand
ga recyling al muls sa mga
basira 8y makapaghibigay ng
trebeho &2 saclar ng recycing.

Ayon pa sa PARMS. ang
programang ito, lalagay sa
mefkado ang mpa hagay ra
may halaga ai magkaroon ng
Increase sa demand ng recy-
oled malerials &t paisganenin
ang investment 8a recytling
Irndustry.

BATTLE FOR
MANILA BAY 1

TAONNA

MULING nagsama-sama
egng llang ahensya ng gob-
yame, |ba'l lbang organisas-
yon, sekior, academic institu-
fions s8 Baseco Beach upang
magtulang-tieng para sa pa-
tudoy na paglilinis &t rehabllitas-
yon ng Manlla Bay.
~ Tadng 2018 nang simu-
lan ang proyaklo ng ft-
et of Environment and Na-
ural Resources sa direkiba
na rin nl Pangulong Rodrigo
Dulsre para sa lnyunln
na mufing maging m
Manlla Bay na riaging maia
gumpay naman makalipas
ang lsang taon.

Dahil sa pagtutulungan ng
mamamayan para masolug-
yunan ang polusyon sa Mank-
la Bay, muling nanumbatk ang
tunay na ganda ng Baseco
Beach na tinaguriang “Litlla
Boracay" sa Maynila,

|dinaos kahapon ang
unang taong anibersanyo ng
Biattla for Manila Bay sa pangu-
nguna ni DENR Sea, Roy Ci-
mall sa &mw’; Il;' fala-
king paghabago ng Manila

Hingd| lang sa m"lﬂ‘?
nawa ang paglline kund sl
muttaneous al naging kaha-
hagl sa aklibidad ang Rehl-
yon 3 al 4,

Bago ang nesabing akil-
bidad, negkarcan din ng Ina-
guraeyon sa Sewage Treal-
ment Piant ea Manila Yaich
Club at Clean-Up Drive sa
kahabaan ng Menlla Bay.

Dumalo rin sa aklibidad

sina Sanalor Cynthla  Villar,
Matro Manila Developmant
Authority Chalsman Daplle
Lim, DILG Usac Epimaco
Denslng, Buprems Count Criaf
Justice Diosdado Perats, DaT
Asen, Fica Beauna, DENR
Usec, Rodello Garcla, DOH,
PNP-Maritima Ganeral Arwli
Paghkalinawan, Agricullure
Sac. Willlam Dar, Bureau Soi
Management Sec. Sanla
Sahviaro, kinatawar ng
ne Davalopmen
tity Tony Medina, Buraau of
Fisheries Aquatic Hesourcas,
PCG Raar Admiral George
Ursabia at DENR Uses. Anti-
porda na may malaking baha-
gl at tungkulin sa pagpapana:
Wling mafinis ng Maniia Bay,
at hiricll nakacalo sl
enfl Mayor Franclaco “leko
Mncm Domagoso, lumayo
naman bilang kirig-
twan sl Mania PIO Chief Ju-
l'us Laonen.

Sa pamamagitan ni Leo-
nen, pinababatid nl Domagoso
ang pasasalamial g pamaha-
larng lungsad ng Maynlia sa
Iba't foang ahensya ng pam-
bansang gobyama at moa su-
musupore mule sa pribadong
Bakior &l mga argAnisasyon

‘pare 54 iloy-lulay ra pegill-

nle && Manlia Bay sa bahagi
ng Aoxas Boulevard at sa
Bageco beach.

Tinlyak naman ng
halaang lungsed na fuloy-iu-
ley fin @ng pag-mobillze ng
kanilang mga tauhan, resour-
088 upang tumulong s4 pag-
lllinls g2 mga esfaro &t sa
Erzaco,

BASECO BEACH
MAAARI NANG
LIGUAN

AYON naman kay Cl-
maty, bumaba na ang cauli-
torm leval ng Baseca kaya't
maaar) n teng Fguan ng mga
bala bagamal naea alandard
fevel pa lang ang linjs nito ha-
bang ang Manlla Bay &5 Bay-
walk ay hindl pa maaaring
buksan s# publiko dahll nagpa-
patuloy ang pag-rehabilltate.

Anlya &ng pagbabalic rig
kallnisan &l ganda ng Manils
Bay ny dati| sa pagdadama-
yan ng bawat lsa para 82
lisang harigarln at iayunin.

Tinfyak naman ol Sanator
Villar n& supariade ng Senada
ang proyakio, programa at
adbokasiya ng DENA kung
saan iminungkahd anlya nilo
NA& MAGENm ng mangrove sa
congiline ng Baseco upang
imaglng successful ang pag-
bty sa haybayln sa lugar,

Dagdag pa ng senadora
n@may maa itatayo na ring
mga sepilc lank sa Basaco
upang hindl na dumalay sa
mge estaro ang mga duml
dahil napaxaimportanie anfya
ang kalmisan sa Manfa Bay,

Naklugap din 8 Villar sa
local govemment Uris na pa-
natilivirg malinis ang kankang
lugar upang maging success-
ful &@ng nasabing proyekts,

Gayundln ‘sinabi ol Jus-
lice Peralta na hind lamang
para sa afin ang fagumpay nig
ginagawang pagtutulungang
maging malinls &ng Manita
Bay kundl para sa sustned
na henerasyon.

MGA BULAKENYO

NAGSAMA-SAMA

MULING nagsama-same
ang [ino-libong mamamayan
ny Builacan kabiiang ang mga
opieyal at kawani ng lba't ibang
ahansya ng gobyerno sa
uniang tacn ng Battle for Ma-
filla Bay para finsi sng pam-
pang ng dog sa Obando, Bur
lacan kahapon,

Dinaluhan o ng mga taga-
Daparimant of Environment
and Nalural Resources Ra-
gion 3, PENRO, Deparimeant
ol Interlor and Local Govarm:
ment, Logal Gevarmmant ng
Obando, BFAR, BIMP, PNP
al mamamayang Blufakenyo,

Suportado ng pamAaha-
laang Qbands sa pangungl-
ng ni Mayer Edwin Santos ang
programa ng gobyming sa
pagliinls ng mga pampang o

ng Battle for Manlla Bay,
JOCELYN NDEM
at DICK

ASOL 1l

NAGSAMA-sama ang mga oplsyel ng DENR, MMDA, DPS, Maritima Group, Manlla
Poltce Dlstrict, Coast Guard, Boys Scouts et mge pribadong Indrbldwtl a8 pagdirl-

yang ng. unang tacng anibersaryo ng paqllllnbs 81 Maniin Bay.

t.‘. HERAMIS

EDITORIAL  CARICQON
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Coliform level sa Manila
Bay, malaki na ang ibinaba

Makaraan simulan noong 2019
ng Department of Environment and
Natural Resources ang Manila Bay
rehabilitation program ay bumubuti
na umano ang kalidad ng tubig sa
mga pangunahing kanal at lagusan na
patungo sa Manila Bay.

Sa ulat kahapon ni Usec. Benny
Anftiporda kay Environment Sec.
Roy A. Cimatu, kumpiyansa ang
opisyal na malilinis ang Manila Bay sa
pakipagtulungan na rin ng mga iba’t
tbang sektor.

Bago ang isinagawang rehabilitation
kicked off nitong Enero 26, 2019, naitala
ng DENR ang mataas na fecal coliform
fevel sa mga pangunahing outfalls ng
Manila Bay.

Subalit ngayon, sinabi ni Cimatu
na sa pinakahuling tala ng DENR
Environmental Management Bureau
(EMB) makikita ang malaking pagbaba
ng coliform level.

Gamit ang EMB data sinabi ni
Cimatu na ang fecal coliform count

sa Padre Faura outfall ay bumaba
ng 920,000 na bumaba umano ng
100 milliliter (mpn/100ml) mula sa
kanyang pre-rehab record na 7.21 million
mpn/100ml.

Mula sa 35 milyen mpn/100ml na
iniulat bago simuian ang rehabilitation,
sinabi ni Cimatu na ang coliform level sa
Raja Soliman/Remedios drainage outfall
sa kabuuan g Aristocrat Restaurant ay
bumaba ng 11 milyon mpn/100ml

Kaugnay nito, ang coliform
level sa Manila Yacht Club outfall sa
kasalukuyanay 110 million mpn/100mi
mula sa high 54 million mpn/100ml,
ayon pa sa DENR chief.

Sa kabila naman ng pag-untad ng
kalidad ng tubig sa mga estero atilog,
aminado si Cimatu na marami pang
dapat isagawa lalo na ang standard
fecal coliform level ng Manila Bay na 100
mpn/100ml base sa-classification nito
bilang “Class SB” coastal and marine
water.

Jun Fabon
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Solon backs Duterte stance
- vs Manila Bay reclamation

By RYAN PONCE
PACPACO

AN independent law-
maker on Sunday said h
¢ “wholly supports” Pres-
ident Rodrigo “Rody”
Duterte’s strong stance
against the reclamation
of 100 square kilometers
of the Manila Bay, warn-
ing it would demolish
vital coastal ecosystems
at a time when the na-
tional capital region is
reeling from high fish pric-
es amid declining har-
vests.

“The proposed reclama-
tion projects from the pri-
vate sector are just meant
1o create large tracts of valu-
able new land and wealth
for some oligarchs out
there, at the grave expense
of the environment,” said
BUHAY party-list Rep.

Lito Atienza, former three-
term mayor of Manila.

“These unwanted
projects are bound to wipe
out entire ecosystems, fur-
ther degrade Manila Bay’s
water quality and disrupt
the foog chaininabigway,”
Atienza, one-fime secretary
of Environment and Natu-
ral Resources, said.

“Once destroyed, these
underwater biological com-
munities and their physical
environment can never be
recovered. They willbe gone
forever if the projects are
allowed to pusﬁ through,”
Atienza said.

“What is the point of
rehabilitating Manila Bay
if the governument is just
going to allow private de-
velopers to bulldoze entire
reef areas?” Atienza asked.

Property developers
have tendered 25 projects
to reclaim 10,000 hectares

of Manila Bay.

Duterte earlier said he
was unlikely to approve
the “mind-boggling” rec-
lamation of Manila Bay,
from Navotas City to Cav-
ite province, “as long as
there is no guarantee that
the environment will be
protected.”

In February last year,
Duterte stripped the Na-
tional Economic Develop-
ment Authority of the pow-
er to approve reclamation
projects and transferred it
to the Philippine Reclama-
tion Authority, which he
also put directly under his
office.

Besides reducing Ma-
nila Bay's 190-kilometer
coastline, Atienza warned
that the reclamation
projects would usher in
new highly pollutive activ-
ities around the water
body.

" Duterte

“Many of our munici-
pal fishing grounds are al-
ready deteriorating fast.
This is why our fish har-
vests are unable to catch u
with growing demand,
pushing (fish) prices up to
the detriment of low-in-
come households,” Atien-
za said.

Last month, the Depart-

kTR g
Lito Atienza
ment of Agriculture autho-
rized the importation of

another 45, metric tons
of fish, includin ga]l.mg—
gong (round scad), in a bid
to stabilize elevated mar-
ket prices due to low sup-

ply.
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Manila Bay rec!amatin
will destroy
ecosystems - Atienza

AN independent lawmaker on Sunday said he “wholly
supports” President Rodrigo “Rody” Duterte’s strong
stance against the reclamation of 100 square kilometers
of Manila Bay, warning that the rec amation would
destroy vital coastal ecosystems at a time when the
national capital region is reeling from high fish prices
amid declining harvests.

“The proposed reciamation projects from the private
sector are just meant to create large tracts of valuable new
land and wealth for some oligarchs out there, at the grave
expense of the environment,” said Atienza, former three-
term mayor of Manila.

~These unwanted projects are bound to wipe out entire
ecosystems, further degrade Manila Bay’s water quality
and ‘disrupt the food chain in a big way,” Atienza, one-
time Secretary of Environment and Natural Resources,

d.

“Once destroyed, these underwater biological com-
munities and ﬂ\emhysical environment can pever be
recovered. Thug ill be gone forever if the projects are
allowed to push through,” Atienza said.

“What is the point of rehabilitating Manila Bay if the

overnment is just going to allow private developers to
Bulidoze entire reef areas?” Atienza asked.

Pmﬁe;’ﬁy} deveioperai have tendered 25 pm]ects to Te-

claim
Duterte earlier said he was y
“mind- ing" reclamationof Manila
City to Cavite province, “as long as there is
‘mghemw;ﬁiﬂbg i il e
wwﬂmnty (NEB?) of the power
i reclamation projects and transferred it to the

to
Philippine Reclamation Authority, which he also put
directly under his office.

reducing Manila Bay’s 190-kilometer coast-

line, Atienza warned that the tion projects would
usher in new highly pollutive activities around the water

) S T

of our municipal fishing grounds are already

i ng fast. This is why our fish harvests are unable
o catch up with growing demand, pushin% (fish) prices
up tothe t of low-income households,” Atienza

Last month, the Department of Agriculture authorized -

the importation of another 45,000 metric tons of fish,
galunggong (round scad), in a bid to stabilize
nnthtpuhsduethsup%ly. -

“We should be revitalizing Manila Bay’s ecosystems,
not flattening them with more reclamation projects,”
Atienza said. - Ryan Ponce Pacpaco
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Nahakot na basura sa Manila Bay,
- umabot na sa 2K trucks

Nasa 2,000 truck-
load - na ng basura
kasama na ang mga
burak, ang nakoiekta
sa Manila Bay may
isang taon na ang na-
kakaraan buhat nang
simulan ang rehibitas-
Kon sa baybayin, ayon

ay MMDA spokeper-
son Celine Pialago.

Ang 11,000 cubic
meters ng basura ay
katumbas umano ng
hi%it 1,880 trucks na na-
kolekta sa Manila Bay-
walk at Baseco area ha-
bang nasa 6,000 cubic
meters o katumbas na
mahigit 1,000 trucks ng
burak din ang nakuha
sa drainage sa Metro

Manila.

Ang Manila Bay
Rehabilitaion program
na pinangunahan
ng DENR ay bilang
Eagtugon sa naging

autusan ng Korte Su-
prema noong tacng
2008 na nag-aatas sa
iba't ibang ahensiya ng
gobyema na Jinisin ito.

Noong nakalipas
na Huwebes Enero
24, sa talumpati ni SC
Chief Justice Peralta
sa idinaos na Battle
for Manila Bay: 2nd
Manila Bay Task Force
Principals’ Meeting and
Conference” nagina
sa Diamond Hotel,
isang malaking hamon

ang rehabilitasyong ito
para sa 13 ahensiya ng
gohyemo.

a ilalim ng writ of
continuing mandamus,
kinakailangang gawin
nﬁ mga kinauukulang
ahensya ng gobyerno
ang mga serye, o tuluy-
tuloy na paglilinis at re-
habilitasyon sa Manila
Bay, hanggat hindi na-
kukuntento sa resuita
ang Kataas-Taasang
Hukuman.

Kabilang sa 13 ahen-
sya ng gobyerno na
dapat umakto sa reha-
bilitasyon ng Manila
Bay ay ang; Metro
Manila Development
Authority; Department

of Environment and
Natural Resources;
Department of Educa-
tion; Department of
Health; Department of
Agriculture; Depart-
ment of Public Works
and Highways; Depart-
ment of Budget and
Management; Philip-
Pine Coast Guard; Phi-
lUlinne National Poiice

aritime Gr‘ouF; De-
partment of the Interior
and Local Govermment;
Metropo-litan Water-
works and Sewerage
System; Local Water
Utilities Administration;
at ang Philippine Ports
Authority. (Eudy Ber-
mudo)
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Bulacan rivers’ water quality improving

By RAMON EFREN LAZARO
OBANDO, Bulacan - The
water quality in Bulacan’s
river sKstem has improved
since the Manila Bay rehabili-
tation was implemented.
This was the assessment
made by representatives of
different government agen-
cies led by the Department
of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) tasked to
implement an order of the

Supreme Court to rehab1l1tate
Manila Bay.
Paquito Moreno Jr., re-

. gional executive director of

the DENR-Central Luzon,
said there is a need to clean
the waterways to protect
aquatic life.

Since the launch of the
Battle for Manila Bay, a total
of 1.6 million kilos of wastes
were collected from Central
Luzon's river system.

A portion of Manila Bay

in Mariveles, Bataan has been

declared safe for swimming.
Obando Mayor Edwin

Santos said the Manila Bay

‘cleanup in Bulacan improved

the quality of water in a river
in Barangay Tawiran, which
was considered as one of the
dirtiest rivers in the world.

Santos said before the
Manila Bay rehabilitation
‘program was launched,
oysters and other fish species
in the town’s river system

had difficulty growing due to

. pollution, -

A year after the cleanup,
aquatic life in Obando’s river
system started to improve,
residents said

Fishermen said their
catches are returning to
normal and enough for their
families.

Villagers attributed the
improvement of the water

quality to people’s awareness

on proper waste dumping.
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BATTLE FOR MANILA BAY.

Policemnen from the Phillppine

National Pollce’s Maritirme group
4 -+ land at the beach front of the Base<o
| Beach in Part area Manila, a year
after the launch of the Battle for
Manila cleanup program by the
Department of Environment and
Natural Resources and other key
govemmen( agendas. inset phote
showed DENR SecRoy Omatu
wirning an the switch for the Manila
Bay Treatment plant during the
‘Battle for Mandla Bay'n celebration
of the 15t anpversary on Sunday.
With him are Supreme Court Justice
Dilosdzco Peralta, Sen.Cymthia Villar,
US Ambassador Sung Klim and
MMDA Chairman Danilo Linn and
Robert Joseph, President Manila
*facht Club, Norman Cruz.
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Pitching in Children had caught on
with the campalgn for a clean environmant
realizing that they are its main beneficiary,
thus, their initiative to contribute in
maintaining the Baseco beach in Tondo
enjoyable. [BOB 8NGO JR. @iritxmapni_bob
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MALINIS NA BA? Nagtatampisaw ang mga bata sa tabing-dagat sa Baseco, Tondo, Maynila kahapon,
eksaktong isang tacn na ang nakararaan nang ilunsad ang Battle for Manila cleanup program ng
pamahalaan.

ALl VICOY
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Labanan ang plastic
pollution sa pamamagitan
ng ‘Refill Revolution’

ASA 600 residente ng San Fernando City, Pampanga ang nakilahok sa “Refill

Revolution” at nagtungo sa Poblacion Basketball Court sa Barangay Sto. Rosario,
dala ang kanilang mga recycled plastic botties at containers, na pinuno ng mga
condiments at iba pang produkto.

Ang “Refill Revolution” ay isang advocacy campaign ng Department of
Envirenment and Natural Resources-Environmental Management Bureau (DENR-
EMB) sa Central Luzon na layong labanan ang plastic pollution sa pamamagitan ng
pagbawas sa produksiyon nito at pangangailangan.

Sa ginanap na aktibidad na inorganisa ng City Environment and Natural Resources
(CENRO}, nagkaroon ng oportunidad ang mga residente na makapag-retill ng mga
kitchen condiments, Jaundry products, at iba pang household items sa pamamagitan
ng pagdadala ng malinis at reusable bottles, containers at mga “eco bags”.

Ang mga produkto ay ibinebenta ng 50 hanggang 70 porsiventong mas mababa
kumpara sa aktuwal na retail price sa mga supermarkets.

Ayon kay CENRQO officer Regina Rodriguez, nais nilang maturuan ang mga
residente na iwasan ang mga single-use plastics at sa halip ay isulong ang eco-friendly
at mainam na paraan sa paggamit ng mga produktong platic.

“We are encouraging every household to avoid regular purchase of products in
plastic sachets or containers. If possible, re-use plastic containers and grab every
opportunity of refilling activities,” aniya, kasabay ng anunsiyo na isa pang Refill
Revolution ang nakatakdang idaos sa February 21 bilang bahagi ng “Kaganapan”
cityhood celebration.

Samantala, muli namang inihayag ni City Mayor Edwin David Santiago reiterated
ang kanyang hangarin para sa San Fernando upang manatili iteng ” Zero-Waste City”
sa kabila ng pag-unlad ng lungsod.

“We are the first-ever model of Zero Waste City in the whole country. Let us
prove it by remaining educated and disciplined enough to protect and preserve our
environment,” ani Santiago. :

PMA



N

i f M TTA V]S
il SERVICY
w—

NE

STrRATLGIC
COMMUNICATION

ﬁ UFPER PAGE 1 CANMNER  EDHORIAL  CARTOON
STORY SICRY
PAGE LOWER
01-27-20
FAGE 1/ DATE

- Daming Pinoy
ang ayaw
sa plastic

B e e ———

YON sa survey, maraming Pilipino ang gus-

tong ipagbawal na ang paggamit ng single-use
plastics. Ibig sabihin nito, nagigising na ang mga
Pinoy sa masamang dulot ng disposable plastics sa
kapaligiran at kalikasan. Nakikita na nila ang mala-
king problemang kinakaharap sa plastic pellution.
At ang tanging solusyon sa problema ay ipagbhawal
ang paggamit ng single-use plastics.

Sa pinaka-latest survey ng Social Weather Sta-
tions (SWS) na kinomisyon ng Global Alliance for
Incinerator Alternatives, pito sa bawat 10 Pilipino
ang gustong ipagbawal na ang paggamit ng plas-
tics. Ginawa ang survey noong Setyembre 2019.
Kabilang sa mga plastic na gustong ipagbawal ay
ang sando at labo bags, straws, stirrers, styrofoam

—— i —— — —

containers, sachets, tetra pack ng juices, plastic na
baso, Kutsara, tinidor, botelya ng juice at tubig.
Ayon pa sa survey, 59.8 bilyong piraso ng plastic
sachets at 17 bilyon na shopping bags ang ginagamit

sa bansa taun-taon.

Ang Pilipinas ay pang-apat sa mga bansa sa Asia
na sandamakmak kung magtapon ng basurang plastic
sa karagatan. Nangunguna ang China, ikalawa ang

Vietnam at ikatlo ang Indonesia.

Noong nakaraang taon, sinabi ni Pres, Rodrigo
Duterte na balak niyang ipagbawal ang paggamit
ng plastic sa buong bansa. Nabanggit niya ito sa
Cabinet meeting makaraang mapanood ang pre-
sentation ng Natural Resources Development Corp.
na may kinalaman sa government program para sa
environment at climate change. Maganda ang balak
na ito ng Presidente at nararapat isnlong, Panahon
na para ibawal ang paggamit ng plastic. Bagama’t
kailangan ifo ng pagsang-ayon ng Kongreso, ang
malaman na kontra siya rito ay malaking bagay para

maisakatuparan ang balak.

Panahon na para labanan ang plastic pollution.
Dapat maisalba ang kapaligirar at buhay ng mga
lamandagat. Damay sa pagkamatay ang mga whale
shark na nakakakain ng mga plastic na basura.
Ituloy ang giyera laban sa paggamit ng single-use

plastic.

- R —
——
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20 pangolins,
tarsier rescued

By Romar Miranda
and Edwin O, Fernandez
@IngNational

Two wildlife rescies—one in
Palawan and another in South
Cotabato—saved pangolins,
spiny anteaters, birds and a
tarsier.

Twenty live pangolins
{Manis culionensis) were recov-
ered from a “notorious” wild-
life trafficker on Saturday in El
Nido town, Palawan province,
authgorities reported on Sunday.

In Koronadal City, Scuth
Cotabato, a villager rescued an
adult male tarsier that found
its way into the hands of chil-
dren in a remote village,

Dubbed the “most traf-
ficked wildlife in the world,”
the pangolins were about to be
picked up in El Nido's Baran-
gay Pasadefia by a certain “fi-
nancier” on a boat coming that
same day from Quezon town
in southern Palawan, accord-
ing to Voltaire de los Angeles,
forest technician and team
feader of Community Environ-
ment and Natural Resources
Office-Quick Response Team
{Cenro-QRT) Taytay.

The suspect, Wilter Tenorio,
33, bought the pangolins from
trappers and catchers in north-
ern Palawan towns, including El
Nido, Taytay and Roxas.

“[Tenorio] is really notori-
ous for his illegal deeds in El
Nido, using different aliases.
During our last operation [in
Cadlao] regarding cut trees,
he also resisted arrest and es-
caped,” De los Angeles said.

Tenorio has been transfer-
ring the pangolins in hidden
wooden crates to cover his
tracks, moving from one place
to another before his arrest.

Spiny anteaters, birds

Recovered from him were
transaction receipts and a
mobile phone containing text
messages among people in-
volved in the wildlife traffick-
ing operation.

Also found were spiny ant-
eaters and birds, which were

TRAFFICKED Wildlife rescuers found the 20 pangolins
hidden in wooden crates in El Nido, Palawan province. —pHoTo
COWURTESY OF CENRO-TAYTAY

turned over to the Palawan
Council for Sustainable Devel-
opment (PCSD).

Tenorio faces charges of vi-
olating Republic Act No. 9147, or
the Philippine Wildiife Act.

The joint operation was -

conducted by the PCSD, Ban-
tay Palawan Task Force, Na-
val Forces West, Joint Task
Force Malampaya, 3rd Marine
Company of Marine Battalion
Landing Team 3, Cenro and the
Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR).

The Philippine pangolin
faces “extremely high risk of
extinction.” The Internation-
al Union for Conservation of
Nature Red List of Threatened
Species reclassified it as a crit-
ically endangered species in
December 2019.

In Koronadal, Sabdullah C.
Abubacar, executive director
of the DENR in Soccsksargen
(South Cotabato, Cotabato

City, Sultan Kudarat, Saran- .

gani and General Santos City)
region, said the tarsier was
rescued from the children
by Arnel Alvarez, a resident
of Barangay Assumpticn, on
Jan. 23.

“] saw kids in Sitio Elalam
playing with the tarsier,” Alva-
rez told environment officials.
“Aware it is a tarsier, I brought
the small [animal] to the DENR.”

Abubacar lauded Alvarez’s
action and the immediate re-
sponse of DENR personnel
“The protection and conser-

vation of wildlife species is
among our priorities,” he said.

The tarsier was about 12
centimeters tall and weighed
160 grams.

Released to the wild

Since the primate ap-
peared to be in good health,
environmental personnel led
by Alvarez and village officials
released it back to the wild.

The tarsier is on the list
of vulnerable and threatened
wildlife species, according to
Forester Mangayao Macapodi,
chief of the DENR-12 Protected
Area Management and Biodi-
versity Conservation Section.

Macapodi said the discov-
ery of the adult tarsier in As-
sumption and ancther one in
Barangay Linan in Tupi, South
Cotabato, recently showed
that the province had been
heme to some of these endan-
gered species.

The DENR plans to conduct
an information and education
campaign in Assumption to
strengthen people’s awareness
of the importance of biodiver-
sity.
Macapodi appealed to local
officials and the villagers not
to capture any wildlife species.

“Let the wildlife live in
their natural habitat. If they
are harmed or injured, imme-
diately turn them over to the
nearest DENR office to ensure
their well-being and protec-
tion,” Macapodi said. mo
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SHADES OF GREEN Storyteller Dyali Justo of Adarna
House raises the children’s awareness in protecting the

planet during Saturday’s Read-Along session at the Inquirer
Building in Makati City. —EARVIN PERIAS *

~ SPREAD THE MESSAGE

READ-ALONG: KIDS LEARN
T0 GO GREEN, SAVE THE PLANET

Anyone—even children—can
go green and help save the en-
vironment.

This was the important
takeaway from the Inguirer
Read-Along session held at the
Inquirer office on Saturday for

a hundred children who were

made to understand the value
of caring for Mother Earth.

The program kicked off
with television host Toni-
pet Gaba nartrating the story
“Bayan ng Basura,” written by
Augie Rivera and illustrated
by Jill Arteche.

The book, which was
launched during the same
read-along session, tells the
story of a pawikan (sea turtle)
that gets swept away to a land
of trash where it meets other
sea animals in danger because
of all the human garbage.

Gaba, a returning story-

teller, emphasized the role of

children in taking care of the
environment.

“They are young and they
have their own small ways.
But of course the most im-
portant thing to do is to em-
power them that their little
contributions can have a big
effect overall,” Gaba said.

Gaba added that it is ur-
gent to seek help and spread
awareness about the state of
the environment.

“It has always been an is-
sue ever since. Our world is
all we have and now more
than ever we shouldn’t stop
spreading the message and
asking for. help to save the
earth,” he said.

' The children received
signed copies of the book
“Bayan ng Basura,” published
by Adarna House, from Green-
peace Philippines.

During the auestion and

answer session, Rivera, also a
scriptwriter, said the state of
the environment he witnessed-
on his shows inspired him to
write the book. He advised the
children aspiring to become
writers to keep on reading.

“If you want to be able to
write a book in the future, you
should read a lot of boaoks to-
day. Then you will know what °
makes a good book,” he said.

Describing the illustra-
tions of the murky underwater
in the book, Arteche said she
wanted to emphasize how the
sea can turn scary and unsafe
when it turns dirty because of
human trash.

Veteran storyteller Dyali
Justo of Adarna House, for her
part, read “Si Pilandok sa Pulo
ng Pawikan,” written by Virgil-
io S. Almario and illustrated by
Kora Dandan-Albano. It is about
a hero, Pilandcok, who battles a .
scheming datu who threatens
the existence of pawikans.

Another read-along pro-
gram was held in Marawi last
Friday in time for the United
Nations International Edu-
cation Day. The bock “Water
Lilies for Marawi,” which was
produced to inspire learners
affected by the Marawi siege
in 2017, was read during the
session,

Written by Heidi Emily
Eusebio-Abad, translated into
Maranac by Jalillah Gam-
pong-Alonto and illustrated
by Shellette Gipa, the book
tells the story of children who
live and cope with war.

Saturday’s session, hosted
by Inquirer Lifestyle writing
editor Ruth Navarra-Mayo,
was held in cooperation with
Greenpeace Philippines.
—ARIANNE SUAREZ, INQUIRER RE-
SEARCH [NO
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. BA:&ETI{} CITY — The
B.ggutn*ﬂlt‘f Couneil is set to
‘pass an ordinance lmpasing
‘an environmental user's fee
in the ity and prescribing
| penalties for violations of the
same and for other mlated
| purposes.
. Approved on first mdlrig,
-'tha {Jropaaﬁd ordinance
authored by Councilors Maria
- Mylen Victoria G. annnnn
~and Joe Mangm s aimed
' at promoting the protection
and unnaurvsﬂan of natnral
TESOUTCES pm‘slm tnmshng
Philippine environmental
laws. It also assures the wise
utilization and management -
on a sustainable basis of the
eity's natural resources with
the necessity of maintaining a
~sound ecological balance and
enhancing the enviconment.
mmw
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'Takbo sa Kalikasan' to

promote awareness for .
protection

- environment

By Ed Amdaya

AS part of its advocacy to
raise awareness for the
importance of a clean en-
vironment, the Green
Media Events Company
will contunue to hold the
Takbo para sa Kalikasan
2020 and other similar
events this year.

Green Media Events man-
aging director Jenny Lumba
said runners from all walks of
life are expected to participate
in the events not only 1o keep
them physically fit but help
raise awarencss to the need to
protect the environment.

“This is our own iittle
way of helping promote a
clean environment and keep
it safe from any undesirable
factors,” said Lumba during
the 52nd *“Usapang Sports”
by the Tabloids Organization
in Philippine Sports (TOPS)
al the National Press Club in
“Intramuros, Manila.

l.umba said the Takbu
para sa Kalikasan i3 com-
posed of four fun runs repre-
senting the four elements --
Fire Run on May 31, Water
Run on luly 19, Air Run on
Sept. 20 and Earth Run on
Nov. 22.

To kick off the Kalikasan
event, Green Media Events
will also support the staging
of the Pride Run for LGBT
community on Feb. 16 at the
CCP Complex in Pasay City.

“Tuloy-luloy na po ito

Green Media managing director Jenny Lumba talks about her plans, while TOPS presidentr Ed

Andaya of People’s Tonight and Fritz “Barefoot Diva™ Labastida look on.

kaya inz-anyayahan naniin
hindi Jang ang mga regular
running enthusiasts kundi
pati na ang mga kaibigan
nating nagmamalasakit sa
ating kalikasan,"added Luom-
ba In the weekly public ser-
vice program supporied by
the Philippine Sports Com-
mission, Natinnal Press Clab,
PAGCOR, Community Bas-
ketball Association and HG
Guyabano Tea Leaf Drinks.

“Patuloy din po ang am-
ing community outrcach
program tulad nung na-
karaang taon na kung saan
amg " Green Media Events
team kasama ang ilang vol-

unteers ay namahagi ng gro-
ceries at medicines sa Chuar-
ity Home of loy for the Sick
Children, patt na sa mga
naapektuhan ng pagputok
ng Taal Volcano.”

Fritz  Labastida. who ac-
companied Lumba in the
same  forum, urged every-
hody to participate in the
3k. 5k, 10k abd 16k events
not only to keep themselves
physically fit but also to
meet new friends who share
the same advocacy.

“Huwag po kayo mag-atu-
bijing lumahok parana rin mana-
tiling malakas. ang  pungan-
gatawan pati na ang kabusugan,”

said Labastida, who also earned
monicker “BarefootDiva” inthe
running community.

“Marahil sa dami ko pong
napapasayang mgilao at naging
inspirasyon nia ako ng mga run-
ners dahil sa pagtakbo kong wa-
lang sapatos dahil sa napakama-
hat ng mga branded na shoes ay
pinagkatiwalaan na po ako ng
¢ventaa ito paramapaluganap pa
ang kanilang adbokasiya,” ex-
plained Labastida.

Labastida alsq urged parlic-
ipants to bring their own water
container and avoid the use of
plastic cups during the fun runas
theirway ofhelping the environ-
ment.
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Maynilad kaakibat ng gobyerno
sa rehabilitasyon ng Manila Bay

Patuloy na nakikipagtulungan ang Maynilad Water Services,
Ing. (Maynilad) sa malawakang inisyatibo na linisin at
muling buhayin ang Manila Bay, kasama ang Department of
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), Metropolitan
Waterworks and Sewerage System (MWSS], at lahat ng
mga ahensya na may kaugnayan sa pangangalaga ng mga
katawang-tubig.

Bukod sa walang humpay na pakikilahok sa regular na coastal |
cleanups at pagtatanim ng mangroves sa baybayin ng Manila
Bay, hindi rin tumigil ang Maynitad sa pagbuhos ng puhunan
para magpatayo ng bagong wastewater treatment facilities

at sewer lines, na siyang sasalo at maglilinis sa maruming

tubig na nilalabas ng mga tahanan at establisimiyento bago
dumaloy sa mga estero.

Ang paglalatag ng bagong sewer lines ay kailangan para
mapatawak ang seweroge coveroge ng Maynilad sa West
Zone concession,

Kaya naman nagpapatakbo na ang Maynilad ng 22 wastewater
treatment facilities sa iba't-ibang bahagi ng concession area
nito—mula sa dating dalawa lamang.

Gayun din, nakapaglatag na ang Maynilad ng mga bagong
sewer fine, at napalawak ang bilang ng custamers na
nasasakupan ng sewerage coverage nito. Kung dati ay mahigit
31,400 katao lamang ang nabibigyan ng sewerage services
noong 1997, ngayon ay nasa 2 milyong katao na.

Samantala, patuloy ang pagbibigay ng sanitation services ng
Maynilad sa mga customer na hindi pa konektado sa sewerage
network nito. Mayroon itong tatlong 1SO-certified Septage
Treatment Plants, at 89 vacuum trucks na umiikot sa buong Sa pakikipagtulungan ng iba't-ibang ahensya, napalipat ang
West Zone para maglinis ng septic tanks ng customers kada informal settfers mula sa easement ng Estera de Paco kaya

nasagawa ang paglinis nito at paglatag ng sewer lines ng
lima hanggang pitong taon. Maynilad.

{to ay matapos mamuhunan ang Maynilad ng
mahigit P41 bilyon para mapalawak at masaayos
ang wastewater infrastructure sa West Zone ng
Metro Manila.

Sa pamamagitan ng patuloy na suporta ng
gobyerno at pakikipagtulungan ng publikc, sama-
sama nating maisasakatuparan ang layunin na

: malinis ang mga estero, at mapaganda muli ang
= | 3 S makasaysayang Manila Bay.

Patuloy ang pamumuhunan ng Maynilad sa pagpapatayo m

ng mga bagong wastewater trearment plant, slinsunad sa «/

layunin nito na protekiahan ang mga katawang-tubig. -
Maynilad
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TO THE MANILA BAY TASK FORCE MANILA WATER
ON THE OCCASION OF THE FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF CaRE '~ £vERY DROP

:THE BAITLEFOR MANILA BAY”

MWSS

Sec. Eduardo M. Ano Sec. Roy Elﬂhrm Cimatu Sec.Be

Deparimant of the interior ond Local Government Oepaertment of Ervirammant amd Notura! Sescurses mpwmmtﬁ!?btm

Created through Administrative Order No. 16, s. 2019 of President Rodrigo Roa Duterte

We are happy to announce the commissioning leading to the full operation of

Manila Water’s 41 and the Philippines’ largest wastewater facility,
.the llugin Sewage Treatment Plant in Brgy. Pinagbuhatan, Pasig City.
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In celebrotion of

the 1st onniversary of

The Battle for Manila Bay,

we affirm our continued commitment

to the restoration of the coostal and marine
ecosystem of the Manila Bay.

~ Lt. Gen. Emmanuel B. Salamat (Ret.)

Administralor, Metrogolifon Woterworks and Sewsroge Systom

ILUGIN SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANT
= 100-million-liters-per-day (MLD)
trentment cﬂpam‘ty, expandabfe to 165 Hl.ﬂ
' 353,392 ho mm surrnnndmg the Pasig.
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nilikha sa bisn ng Administrative-Ordor o, 16, 2018 ng Phnang Rodiga Roa Dl ate

Tinatulugod nnmig Ihayog ang pu;-l:u’rni Ky N TUNER Sa nAp N oparntyonng
iker-41 sewage treatment facility ng Manila Water, at siva ring pinakamaléalking wastewater facility sa Pilipinas,
ang Hugrin Sewage Trmrmmt Planr sa B‘rny anmbuﬁntcm. Lungsodng ﬂnﬂg

ILUGIN SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANT

» 1o0-milllon-titore<per-day (MLD) troatmont
capacity ot maaaring palakibhin hnnggang 165 MLD

+ 658,392 kabahayan sa paligid ng Paslg Rlver
ang makikinabang mula so pasilidad na it
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MASAYANG PAGBATI D

SA MANILA BAY TASK FORCE 5A PAGDIRIWANG NG UNANG ANIBERSARYO NG

"T“E.' BATTLE FOR MANILA BAY”

'SA PANGUNGUNA NINA

MWES

4 ;|1I.-| 4

ﬁﬁlinn‘mqn;mmﬂwummma 2010 ng P _

ougunnpnaepcmwnng L i

1}::-#1 s!hd‘qp treatment facllity ng Manila water at slyur.tn  plnakamolaking wullawnterfanfmy saPilipinas, |
- ongllugin Sewage Treatment Plant sa Brgy. Pinagbubiatan, LunysndngPds{g

g pinaninifdigeon
agpapanumbailikng L L]
t karagatan ng Manila Bay.

ILUGIN SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANT
* 100-million-liters-per-day (MLD) treatment
capacity at maaaring palaklhin hanggang 165 MLD

* 658,392 kabahayan sa paligid ng Pasig River
ang makikinabang mula sa pasilidad na Ito.
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MASAYANG PAGBATI b

SA MANILA BAY TASK FORCE SA PAGDIRIWANG NG UNANG ANIBERSARYO NG

| “THE BATTLE FOR MANILA BAY”

SA PANGUNGUNA NINA

MWSS
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+ 100-million-liters-per-day fﬂl.ﬂj l‘l‘lﬂﬂ'ﬂlﬂf :
capucity ot maaaring palakihin hanggang 165 MLD

'+ 658,399 nnnnnnn puﬂ'fdnrmm River-
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A MONUMENTAL
DISGRACE

By Vernon ¥elasco

Mary had a resolutios: dectutter her life.

*Start with semelhing small,” advised her guru of tidiness on the joys of glving
up the extra stuff, “You're missing out on so nuany things when your hands are full.”

I Mary's hands was a fast-uod package she didn's know how and where 1o dispose
of. Il was New Year's Eve at Rizal Park. When the counldown trickled down to zerp
and fireworks )it ¢o prompl the people to luok up the sky, she craned her neek w check
if anybody was looking,

There was none, save Jor the oblivious eyes of Jose Rizal. “You can't see me," she
told the stalue, which was ln a distance and safely oul of earshot. Whereupon the
fast-food puackuge accidentally slipped from hier hands se that they were free to huld
her boyfriend's hand.

If at ull, Mary wasn't the only one, The rubbish that scemed to elude the park’s
uhiquitous bins and curlss found thefr wuy onto the purk’s pavemenl, Lhe benches, the
manicured lawns! The lawns! '

.Luneta may be {ree of the, extent ol pollution eating away at menuments hall a
wortd away, and spared from vandalisms lost in tangled tributes and written in stones.
But the monument was facing an equally monumental problem.

Al this Lime of the year, when droves flock to Rizal Park in Manila Lo revel at
its yearly evening show, Lhe naticral park buckles under the morning-after
: .I;E ‘heaprof discards people lndiseriminately threw as If out of a moving car.
7 it's easy to visuallze the seale of plastic wasle, and it irks the sanitation
departnient. But at least the numbers are Improving,
The Department of Environmeut and Matural Rescurces (DENR)
reckoned that the mound of waste amassed lrom the park shortly afier it
hosted the New Year's Eve revelry was tess than the Christmas
'/j Eve garbage haul on the same yuar, which wus pegged at 50
W metric tons (MT). [1's » quantum leap even [rom Lhe previous
e ﬂ@ years, especially in 2014, when the cleanup crew collected 26
. truckleads, or a whopping 166 MT of refuse, hours after the
New Year celebration.

Of course, the authorities didn'l take il sitting down. The DENR
has called on LGUs te pass local ordivances imposing & heftiec
PLO00 Tine ugainst jitterbugs,

The Environment departinent said the Rizal Park trash reflects
the Fllipines' indifference to the envirormen!, notwithstauling the nagging
reminders by the DENR, government agencies and environmental groups to keep
publi¢ parks and places clean during the holidays.

Last December, Eavironment Secretary Roy Gimatu declared a gurbuge crisis
declared a gurbage crisis bul no prenovcement of 1 billion hadget for solid waste
managemant ihis year. :

DENR Undersecrelary Benny AnUporda underscored the need for local government
unils (LGU) te step up their iinptemeatation of RBepublic Act 5003, the Ecological Solid
Waste Management Act of 2000, which prohibits Jittering, threwing and dwnping ef
waste matter in public places and estublishments, iucluding parks, or causlug or
permitting the same.

“If necessary, LGU should not hesitate penatlzing litlerers by imposing fines or
nuking them render community service,” Antiporda sald. *Amending Lhe law to impose
stiffer penaliies will be a long course, Tn the meantime, LGU can pass cily or manicipsd
ardinances Lo strengthen RA 90037

Anliporda also said the DENR would never gei tired of reminding the public that
taking care of the environment Is not the sole responsibility of the government.

“Even if we have garbage colleclors, street sweepers, volunteers and vther
stakehotders hetping us, all our efforts for the environment will come to naoghe if
the mindset of Filipinos is, there is always sumeone wha will ¢lean up after thew,”™
he polnted out.

Antiporda said the cowlry’s perennial garbage problem will never be resoived “if
Filiptnos do not do their share by shaply minding their own trush and praclice proper
solid waste managemend everywhere they go.”
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“Cimatu had earlier said effective solid waste management may

be expensive, but LGU are not without options. He said that
adjacent municipalities or ¢ities may cluster together and pool their
resources to establish a common sanitary landfill

In a world drowning in trash, everybody is
egged on (o purlake In a nutien changing its
ways Lo address ity evergrowing landfills —
from Lhe creation of categories {recyclables,
reusables, compostakles) and eliminating waste by

rediscovering trift to giphasize -
that the entire trasi probieim is all about you, to”

businesses that conlribute greatly reassessing (heir
responsibility ¢o the environment.

The order of the day: Think differantly ahout
trash. And it welghs licavier on the government.

This calls nol for the government utilizing
expansive sophisticated collectien systems or
an ullra-radiea) plan to end plastic waste. A
simple way to curb landfi)) wees and propel the
country's zero-waste initintive forward? Enpower
the Jocal gevernment units {LGU). How? Make the
establishment and operation of a sanitary laudfil

" establishmenl and

easier and less expensive to sllow more LGU to
set up their own solid waste management facilicy.

Sanitary landfill is a waste disposal method
allowed under Republic Act 8003 or the Ecological
Solld Waste Management Act of 2000, which LGU

are duty-bouve to fuilow.
But Environment Secretary

Roy Cliuatu noted that a lot

 of LQU find 1t diffieult

to comply with the

; law as building o

. und maintairing 5?

a4 sanitary -

landfill is

costly and complicated.
“Mdke the

operation of a sanitary
landfill siwpler
and less costly
without

PAGE !ll
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sacrificing the main objective of proper garbuge
dispesal, which is to prevent lecheale from going

10 waterways.” This 1s Chnutu's marching orders to |

senior offlclals and emplayees of the Department of
Environment and Nalural Resources (DENR) during
his Lraditional “New Year's Call.”

Cimatu specifically instracted Benny Antipords,
DENK Undersecretary for Solid Waste Management.
and LGU Coneerns, Lo “review and revise” DENR
Adnuinistralive Order 2001-34 or the Implementing
Rules and Regulations of RA 0003 “lo make way
for betler angd bigger sanitary Jandfills,”

A slmple wily to curb landfill woes und propel
the counlry’s zero-waste initintive forward?
Empower the local government units.

The DENR chisl lamented Lthat only 10 percent
of concerned LGU nalionwlde have sanjtary
landfills lwo decades after RA 9003 was enactcd.

A sanitury landfill is a selid waste wanagement
[acility thas ulllizes an engineered method of waste
disposal, primarily for municipal sclid wasle. An
“enghwered” methud of Jandfilling means that garbage
is handled at a disposal facility that is designed,
constructed and operated in 8 manner
protective of public health and
the envirvnment,

WHOSE WOE IS THE

LANDFHLL WOE?

“Cimatu had earlier sald effective solid waste
management ay be expensive, but LGU are nof
witheut options. .

He said that adjacent municipalities oc glfies
may cluster together and pool their resources to
establish a common sanitary land il

[f Yach of funds is a problem, Cimaty said LGU
may avail of government loans, particulurly the
one belug offered by the Developient Bank of
the Philippines under its green financing ,
progrant, .

LGU, he sald, can' come up with
a seheme to pay back the
ivan, such asg
Lthrough colleclion
of tipping fees.
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By Vernon Velasco

Manila Hay bas wilnessed war fwice: one,
territarial, the other, epvirnnmenial,

And while the sened conflich that wasw't even
ours in [44% s hislory, Bnviremoem Seeretary Hoy
Cimaiu’s “Baldle ur Manila Pay™ cantinues down
a long angl winiding voad 1o peace — his popee of
il

In 2019, when the decisive campaign began in
earnest Lo restare whal's eonsiderad the soul of
the relebraled City of Manily, (he Department of
Environmenl mxd Natirsl Resonrees (DENRY hag
curbed the bay's will-sapping challenges: foisam,
sewngle, peuple.

Inspired by ihe turnout that may well core
down as a blueprint for restoring [ragils nainen)
resources, Cimalua is delermined, more U ever,
to exponentially intensily effors at the outest of
2020

The tall arder was not. o make Glthy water
drinkable, or aller the ronres of o river. 1L is o

buff the bay into a high mirror shine, where people
ftnck. not just to wilness samething majestic, bul
one that’s characterisiic of any Grade-A summer
destinatlen -~sun- k!sx!‘d chlselod brawn sprawling
on thé sand.

Yo his traditional *New Yoar Call,” the DENR
chiel 2aid, 1o achieve this, the DENR has Lo do
Lhe rieanup daily — amd Lo shake the department’s
officiala and ewployecs put of their trees, hasleally,

*I wanl DENR personnel to be out there
cleaning daily and those wilth desk jubs to
experienee how il is to work in the field,” Cimato
Lokl enviranment workers in DENR's Central and
regional affiees straddiing the Manila Bay region,
Includding bureaus and aliached pgencies
Thus far, the rehabilitatlon is still in
its first phase, whlch is the cleanup
and water quality monitocing. Tho
next two phases will be relocation and
rebabilitation and education, protection
and maintenance,

ile said he wanted the DENH persenuel
ta become “more vigibie” in Lhe Manila Bay
rehs 1h|l|mlmn this year.

To wit, 150 DENR warkers will be (l(‘plﬂ}(‘ﬂ

apecifically to Lhe Baywalk and Basecs banch, lwo
ol Manilz Bay’s mazin tributaries, every day,

Thus fax, the rehabilitation is stlll in is first phase,
witich B the clesunigp and water gquality monitering. The
nexl wo phases will be relocation anr rehabilitalion

1n
[L

am! edueation, protectinn and maintenance.

Ag af Seplember last year, the DENR's
Environmental Management Burenu and the
Lagnna Lake Develapment Authority had jnsperted
14,122 commergial establishments areurd Manila
Bay, of which 2,684 were issued notices of violations
and 107 were slapped wilh cease and desist erders.

Cluse to 70,000 voluntgers from the Nallonal
Capital Region, Ceniral Luzon and CALABARZ.ON
have cotlected over 2.3 million kilograras of waste
through cleanups, trash haats and gachagh traps,

Acaording (o DENR-NCR a tatal of 70 stolions
were monitored in Lhe Manila Bay reglon — 31
bathing beaches, 1§ river mouths, 16 drainage
| outfnlls am five rivers.

The Manila Tiny Tagk Force has identified 44,126

: informal set ther families living within the Maniia Bay

region. While relecation will still be cacried st in

. Uhte second phase of.rahabilitation — 61 families,
gpecifically Bildated along Estera de Magdalena
— 188 [amilies, were already rolocated lo Brgy.
‘Cabuco, Trace Martirez, Cavite — this necessitates
-ciozring BAT kilométers of easements atready

delineated hytha DENR in NCR and Central Luzon.
Integral to these cosmetic changes, the DENR
led the.planting of native and fruit-bearing tree

geadlings and mangrove propagules.

The ngengy also intensified its information and
education campaign (IEC) en the importance of
rehabilitating Maniia Bay by conducling over 133
seminars, trainings and aclivities participated In
by at leasi 8948 individuals.

The Enviroament dgparimenl alzo came out
with 4,365 printed materials, such as on the
oagolng rehabilitation, as well as nine Information
campaiges and 43 updates posted on varlous
social media platforms. Some 133 seminars were
conducted fer the campaign.

He said the interventions related Lo IEC will
further increase as the rehabililation progresses.

“We hope that communitieg will imbibe the
kaosvladge that was handed Lo them in ansuring the
cleanilness in areas they live in,” Clmatu expressed.

The DENR also reactivated its coordination with
12 other government agoncies covered by the 2008
Suprems Coust continuing mandamas for the cleanup,
rehabilitation and preservatlon of Manlla Bay.

“Our effort to restore Manila Bay Is row in full
swing and we hope 1o sustain the momentum of
restoring it Lo ite former gloty in the coming years,”
Cimatu sald, noling that the Maniia Bay rehabilitation
will rernain & top priority of the government w2022
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