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PATULOY na bumubuti
ang kalidad ng hangin sa
Metro Manila at sa ilang
karatig-lalawigan.

lto ay kasunod ng nag-
papatuloy na phreatic
eruption ng Bulkang Taal.

Gayuaman, sa pana-yam
ng Rddyo Inquirer, sinabi ni
DENR Under-secretary
Benny Antiporda na hini-
hikayat pa rin ang publiko
na magsuot ng face mask.

Bapaman unti- unti nang
nagiging malinaw ang
hangin, mapanganib pa rin

"_'l/.

Kalidad ng nangm saM. Manila,
jatuloy na humubuti -

—r

aniya ang mga natirang ash
tall sa kalsada.

Ito aniya ang inaalala ng
mga otoridad hindi iamang
ang posibleng pagsabog pa
ng bulkan,

Paliwanag pa mi Anti-
porda, malakr kasi ang
posibilidad na malanghap
ito ng publiko.

Hindi aniya ito lLigtas
para sa kalusugan ng publi-
ke dahil maaari itong
magdulat ng allergy o anu-
mang problems sa respim-
tory system ng oo,
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By ELLALYN DE VERA-RUIZ
and GENALYN D. KABILING

ish kill due to high sulfur

content in Taal Lake could

damage around 6,000 fish

== Cages with production loss

estimated at 15,033 metric tons, ac-

cording to the Bureau of Fisheries and
Aquatic Resources (BFAR).

Sulfur upwelling, which is due to
the ongoing eruption of Taal Vol-
cano, could affect tilapia, as well as
Sardinella tawilis, that are mostly
thriving in Taal Lake,

Sardinella tawilis, which can only
be found in the Philippines, is an en-
dangered fish species under the list of
the International Union for Conserva-
tion of Nature (IUCN).

With this development, Philip-
pine Institute of Volcanology and
Seismology (Phivolcs) director Renato
Solidum said fishing activity should
be prohibited, especially given the
evacuation implemented within the
14 -kilometer danger zone around the
restive volcano,

“Pagsinabinatinwithin1, P> 5

Taal Lake fish...

kilometers, kasama na Taal Lake, da-
pat walang tao. (When we say within
14 kilometers, it includes Taal Lake
where there should be no people),”
Solidum said in the “Laging Handa"
(Always Ready) press briefing at the
Palace.

“Pag sumabog ‘yun ng malakas,
gagapang ‘yung above lake water.
‘Pag nandun ka sa lake, delikado (If
there's a strong explosion, it will
spread above lake water. If you're in
the lake, it is dangerous),” he said,
adding that the Alert Level 4 status
over Tadl remains.

Fish from Taal not safe

Likewise, the publicis also strongly
discouraged from eating fish from Taal
Lake to avoid food poisoning and other
health problems, Health Assistant
Secretary Maria Francia Laxamana
said.

' Laxarnana, in the same press brief-
ing, said people who eat contaminated
fish might experience symptoms such
stomach ache, vomiting, and diar-
rhea.

“Pinaghawal na, Definitely may
advisory na lahat nanggagaling diyan
sa area ng Taal, Batangas dapat wala
na bibili kasi hindi natin maaasahan
‘yung safety ang ating mamamayan
(It is prohibited. We have an advisory
that no orie should buy fish from Taal
because we cannot ensure the safety of
the people),” she said,

“Parang food poisoning ‘van, wa-
lang tigil ang pagtatae at pagsusuka.
Angnumber one natin gawin ay rehy-
drate ang pasyente (It’s like food poi-
soning, Therewill be nonstop diarrhea
andvomiting. The number one remedy
is to rehydrate the patient).”

In a later media interview, Laxa-
mana said fish from Taal Lake may
not be safe for human consumption
following the volcano’s release of toxic
materials.

“We advise people not to eat fish
from the lake kasi lumabas na yung
mga toxic materials from the volcano
(because the volcano has unleashed
toxic materials),” she said.

“If you have diarrhea, you can go
into dehydration. Akala nila ordinary
stomach pains, pagtatae; pag walang
consuitation na ginawa, akala nila
ordinary lang ‘yun (they thinkit’s just
ordinary stomach pain, diarrhea, if

1«

there no medical consultation).” p ’
"\ She said the resumption of con-
sumption of fish from Taal Lake will
depend on advice from the Department
of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR) and Department of Agriculture

(DA).
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Stronger eruption possible

Meanwhile, Taal spewed lava, ash
and steam, and trembled constantly
Tuesday on the third day of an eruption
that could portend a much bigger and
dangerous eruption, officials warned
as tens of thousands of people fled
ash-blanketed villages in the danger
ZOne.

The continuing restiveness of the
Taal volcano after it rumbled to life
Sunday indicates magma may still be
rising to the crater, Phivoics said.

Thevolcanowas spurting fountains
ofred-hot lava 500 meters {1,640 feet)
into the sky with dark-gray plumes
of ash-laden steam that reached 2
kilometers (more than 1 mile) high.
The massive volcanic column at times
flashed with streaks of lightning.

No slowing down

Solidumn said on Tuesday that the
volcano is not showing signs of siow-
ing dowm as its main crater continued
to spew lava and ash, triggering series
of tremors in the area.

Whilelesser voleanic activities have
been observed in the surface crater of

Taal such as weaker lava fountaining,
Solidum sajd that strong and recurring
volcanic quakes indicate that there is
still a movement of magma beneath
Taal Volcano’s edifice which may fur-
ther lead to explosive eruption.

According to Phivolcs’ Volcano
Monitoring and Eruption Prediction
Division chief Mariton Bornas, a total
of 355 volcanic quakes were recorded
near Taal as of 10 a.m. Tuesday, since
Sunday afternoon prior toe its phreatic
eruption.

“These earthquakes were mea-
sured with magnitude of up to 4.1 and
were felt with intensities ranging from
Intensity Ito Vin Tagaytay Cityin Cav-
ite, and Alitagtag, Lemery, Sto. Tomas,
and Talisay in Batangas,” Bormas ex-
plained in a press conference.

Bornas pointed cut that the trem-
blors recorded in areas near the vol-
cano were slightly stronger for a

volcanic earthquake, meaning there is

Taal Lake fish
ill feared
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a continued movement of significant
volume of magma beneath Taal.

Fissures have also been found
in Lemery and Talisay in Batangas,
Bornas said.

; Damage

As of Tuesday, the Department
of Agriculture-Calabarzon (Cavite,
Laguna, Batangas, Rizal, and Quezon)
has repecrted combined agricultural
sector damage and lossesP577.59 mil-
lion, affecting 2,772 hectares of farms
and 102 animal heads.

The National Food Authority (NFA)
assured that it has enough rice stocks
in areas affected by Taal Volcano’s
eruption.

It could supply the rice needs of lo-
cal government units, Department of
Social Welfare and Development, and
other relief agencies for the volcano
victims, with a total of 4,090,000 bags
from the affected regions.

NFA Administrator Judy Dansal
guaranteed that the rice stocks are safe
for human consumption as they are
stored in properly maintained ware-
houses away from ash fall.

Secretary William Dar has directed
DA-Agribusiness and Marketing As-
sistance Service, Regional Agribusi-
ness, Marketing Assistance Divisions,
and BFAR to intensify price monitor-
ing, as well as to source needed food
supply for Metro Manila markets.

Still at Alert Level 4 t

As this developed, the National
Disaster Risk Reduction and Man-
agement Council (NDRRMC) has
advised the public to get only ac-
curate and reliable information and
updates on Taal Volcano's eruption
from reliable sources such as official
government websites and social
media accounts., .

“Fake news is circulating across
social media platforms about the
recent Taal volcanic activity that can
misinform and confuse those who
come across them. Do not entertain
posts from unofficial sources,” the
NDRRMC said in an 1 advisory on Mon -
day night.

. The NDRRMC issued the advisory
4 due to social media posts circulating -
that Taal's alert status has already
reached level 5, which it denied.

As of Tuesday midnight, the
NDRRMC said the alert status of Taal
remains at level 4. (With reports from
AP, Alexandria San Juan, and Martin
A, Sadongdong)
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More cracks detected on

OLCANO experts have de-
tected newcracksinvarious
parts of the volcano island

in Batangas as Taal Volcano contin-
ues to display magmatic and hydro
volcanic activity.

The Philippine Institute of Vol-
canology and Seismology (Phivolcs)
reported in its Volcano Bulletin
issued 1 p.m. Tuesday that lava
fountains generated 800-meter tall

¥

Lhurel, Batangas,” it said.
Meanwhile, the Philippine Seis-
mic Network recorded a total of 49
volcanic earthquakes in the Taal
region from 2 a.m. to 10 a.m. on
Tuesday, including seven that were
felt with intensities ranging from
intensity 2 to 4 in Tagaytay City.
Interviewed by the BUSINESS-
MIRROR, Lincoln Olayva, Science
Research Specialist 1 at Phivelcs,

dark gray steam-laden plumes that
drifted to the general southwest.
“New fissures or cracks were ob-
served in Sinisian, Mahabang Da-
hilig, Dayapan, Palanas, Sangalang,
Poblacion, Lemery; Pansipit, Ag-
oncillo; Poblacion 1, Poblacion 2,
Poblacion 3, Poblacion 5, Talisay
and Poblacion, San Nicolas. A fis-
sure was also documented across
the' road tonnecting Agoncillo to

said the intense seismic activity
and the fissuring on the island
mean continuous magma intru-
sionbeneath the Taaledifice. “This
may or may not lead to a hazardous
eruption,” he said.

By this time, he said livestock
and domestic animals, including
fish in the lake, could have been
succumbed or are in extreme dan-
ger already. ¥

% “Itishighlypossible that because
of the volcanic activity, even fish
in the lake are already affected,
he said.

As such, he said the entire vol-
cano island should have been de-
serted by now, and that it should
stay as a ‘no man’s land.”

“Remember that the entire vol-
cano island is within the 14-ki-
lometer permanent danger zone.
Anyone who are still there on the
island are in grave danger,” he said

~ in a mix of Filipino and English.

Thousands of affected commu-
nities fled their homes as the vol-
cano started to erupt Sunday after-
noon and are sheltered in over 40
temporaryevacuation campsputup
across Batangas province. Ashfall
from thevolcano hadreached areas
as faras Quezon City on Sundayand
Monday, prompting Malacafiang
to suspend classes in all levels, as
well as work in government offices
on Monday. /)
\\ The Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources
(DENR) through its Biodiversity
Management Bureau (BMB) de-
ployed field personnel to rescue
affected wildlife and bring them
to safety. >

Members of animal rights group
People for the Ethical Treatment of
Animals (PETA) are in Batangas to
help provide medical attention to
affected domestic animals, some of
which were left behind on the vol-
cano island as those being evacu-
ated in the past two days were not
allowed to bring with them their
pets or even livestock.

According to Olayva anything
can happen in the next few hours
and days, including tsunami. “But
this ground fissure is not likely

to trigger a tsunami. A tsunami
happens in case of flank collapse,”
he said, explaining that volcanic
earthquakes may lead to a rupture
on the island's wall. When a big
chunk of the wall collapses, he said
it is like dropping a huge rock in a
basin filled with water.

Alert Level 5

THIS can happen in case of the
hazardous eruption which means
that the Alert Level over Taal will
also be raised from 4 to 5.

Alert Level 5 means magmatic
eruption characterized by explo-
sive production of tall ash-laden

SEE "MORE CRACKS,” A2
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Taal Volcano island

More cracks. . .

CONTINUED FROM A8

eruption columns or by massive collapses
of the summit lava dome. This also means
deadly pyroclastic flows, surges and or lat-
eral blasts and widespread ashfail are gen-
erated.

Under thisalertlevel, additional danger
areas may be declared.

“In the next few hours, we anticipate
hazardous eruption to take place. But the
volcanicactivity canalsostop. Westilldon't
know for sure what can happen next,” he
said.

As such, Alert Level 4 still remains in
effect over Taal Volcano, which means that
hazardous explosive eruption is possible
within hours to days, according to Phivolcs
Volcano Bulletin. Jonathan L. Mayuga
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Go: PRRD ordered immediate
aid to Taal eruptlon victims

SENATOR Christopher
Lawrence “Bong” Go
said that President Rod-
rigo Duterte has been in
contactwith government
agencies, giving them
orders to immediately
address the problems
caused by the Taal Voi-
cano eruption.

” Angsabiniya, impor-
tante dito lahat ng ahen-
syang gobyernoay nakat-
utok, handang rume-
sponde, lalonaang DSWD
{Department of Social
Welfare and Develop-
ment).

“Nakausap niya ang
hepe ng Air Force na
sumalubong sa kanya, at
nag-deploy naman posila
ng eroplano at handa po
silang tumulong kaagad.
Ang Department of
Health, pakinggan natin
ang kanilang mga payo,
lalung-lalo na sa ating
kalusugan,” he said.

“Sangayonpoay pina-
pa-check niya lahat. Hini-
hinginiya ang reports, la-
lung-lalo na po sa mga
- bayannatalagang tinama-
" an, at ako naman bilang
comamittee chair sa Sena-
do sa health ay kausap ko
rin po si Health Secretary
Francisco Duque paano
tayo makakatulong. Sa
abot ng aking makakaya
po ay tutulong po kami,”
he added.

Gosaid the President is
also concemned about the
effectof theeruptionto the
economy and to the liveli-
hood of Filipinos.

“Talagang worried po
ang ating Pangulo dahil
malaking kawalan po ito,
lalung-lalo na po sa busi-
nessesdahil magiging par-
alyzed po ang negosyo,
trabaho. Malaking
kawalan po ‘yun sa ating
bayan,” he said.

Meanwhile, Go urged
the public to cooperate
with the government in
order to help those most
affected by the disaster.
Healsourged the publicto
beinformed and follow the
advisories of concerned
agencies, especially from
DOH.

“Importante pe ang
kalusugan. Stay indoors
and keep your family safe.
If kailangan lumabas,
magsuctng tamang mask
para maprotektahan ang
sarili sa-ashtall,” Go said.
The DOH has already is-
sued several health advi-
sories and guidelines on
how the public should act
to protectthemselves from
the effects of the disaster.

On the way to Manila from Davao City President
Rodrige Duterte and Senator Bong Go the other
day undertook an aerial survey of the effect of the
Taal Voicano eruption. The President’s plane flew
around Metro Manila and Southem Luzon.

The health department is
alsoproviding healthkits,
masks, eye drops and
medicines to affected
cormmunities.

The DOH delivered to
affected LGUs around 20
thousand dust masks and
will conduct an emergen-
cy procurement of 300
thousand more for distri-
bution to affected areas. It
will also be distributing
eye drops maffected areas
and conduct close moni-
toring of evacuation cen-

IS,
W Meanwhile, theDeparti /

ment of Environment and
Natural Resources
(DENR) cautioned the
publiconinhaling smaller
volcanic ash. Its air quali-
ty monitoring system in
Las Pifias City confirmed
the presence of Particulate
Matter (PM) 16 in the air in
Metro Manila which is
unhealthy to people with
respiratory ailments, What
is particularly dangerous
isPM2 5whichis farsmall-
erand invisible. When in- _
haled, it may go directly to
thelungs and beabsorbed
by the bloodstream.

The Department of
Trade and Industry (DTI)
has also dispatched teams
to monitor prices of dust
masks, particularty the
N95 mask recommended
by health authorities to
prevent inhalation of the
dangerous volcanic ash.

DTI also warned that it
will not hesitate to file
charges against unscrupu-
lousstore owners who take
advantage of the situation
by raising their prices.

The Department of the
Interiorand Local Govern-
ment (DILG) is also work-
ing withseveral local gov-
ernment units {(LGUs),
particularly in Metro Ma-
nila, regarding this sky-
rocketing prices of N95
masks.

The Philippine Nation-
al Police (PINP) has issued
its full alert status for all
units and offices in its na-
tionalheadquarters, CAL-
ABARZON, Central Lu-
zon, and National Capital
Region. All police person-
nel were directed to be
ready for deployment to
assistin disaster and relief
operations.

The Departmentof Ag-
riculture (DA) has direct-
ed its regional office in
CALABARZON to con-
ductinitial damage assess-
ments of affected farmers
and fishermen.

The Department of
Public Works and High-
ways(DPWH) hasalready
deployedits personnefand
equipment toassistin res-
cue and evacuation. The
AFT and PNP have been
deploying lrucksand per-
sonael.

The Department of
Transportation (G Tr) is

also working double time
to fix transportation ser-
vices, especially affected
airports and seaports. It
has also placed several
buses on standby for pos-
sible deployment to assist
stranded passengers.

DSWD officials and
personnel are already on
the ground to assist af-
fected communities, espe-
cially those in evacuation
centers. Relief goods, food
packs, and sleeping kits
arebeing provided.

Three cities and 14
towns in Batangas and
Cavite have conducted
their ownemergency evac-
uationsalready. Asof Jan-
uary 13, 6AM, DSWD -
CALABARZON reported
that at least 15,000 affect-
edindividuals are already
staying inside 62 evacua-
tion centers. DSWD has
4,863 family food packs
available in the Greater
Metro Manila warehouse
worth P1.77 million and
Pé million worth of non-
food items. Another P5.2
million standby fund is
also available,

Batangas is already
under a state of calamity,
allowing the provincial
government to access its
disaster funds.

Lastly, Go urged the
publictoremaincalmand
reflect on what they can
do to help fellow Filipi-
nos.

“Sa mga oras na ito
tayo pinakakailangang
magkaisa, isantabi muna
ang pansarihn% interes
para makatulong at
makapagserbisyo sa kap-
wa. Together as one na-
tion, let us pray for our
country and do what we
can to help our fellow Fil-
ipinos,” he said.
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Don"t eat fish
from Taal Lake,
public told

Authorities have pushed for a
temporary ban on fishing in the
lake around Taal Volcano and on
cohsuming possibly contaminated
fish following the restive volcano’s
ash explosion.

According to Philippine Insti-
tute of Volcanology and Seismol-
ogy (Phivolcs) director Renato
Solidum, fishing activity should be
prohibited, especially given the
evacuation implemented within
the 14-kilometer danger zone
around the restive volcano.

“Pag sinabi natin within 14 kilo-
meters, kasama na Taal Lake, da-
pat walang tao,” Solidum said in
the “Laging Handa" press briefing
at the Paiace.

“*Pag sumabog ‘yun ng malakas,
gagapang 'yung above lake water.
‘Pag nandun ka sa lake, delikado,”
he said, adding that the Alert Lev-
el 4 status over Taal remains.

The public is also strongly dis-
couraged from eating fish from
Taal Lake to avoid food poisoning
and other health problems, Health
Assistant Secretary Maria Francia
Laxamana said.

Laxamana, in the same press
briefing, said people who eat con-
taminated fish might experience
symptoms such stomach ache,

vomiting, and diarrhea.

"Pinaghbawal na. Definitely may
advisory na lahat nanggagaling
diyan sa -area ng Taal, Batangas
dapat wala na bibili kasi hindi na-
tin maaasahan ‘yung safety ang
ating mamamayan,” she said.

“Parang food poisoning ‘yan,
walang tigil ang pagtatae at pag-
susuka. Ang number one natin
gawin ay rehydrate ang pasy-
ente.”

In a later media interview, Lax-
amana said fish from Taal Lake
may not be safe for human con-
sumption following the volcano's
release of toxic materials.

"We advise people not to eat
fish from the lake kasi lumabas
na ‘yung mga toxic materials from
the volcano,” she said.

- “If you have diarrhea, you can
go ‘into dehydration. Akala nila
ordinary stomach pains, pagta-
tae; pag walang consultation na
gihawa, akala nila ordinary lang

yur. s

\\ She said the resumption of con*
sumption of fish from Taal Lake
will depend on advice from the
Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) and
Department of Agriculture (DA).
(Genalyn Kabiling)
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Clearing the air

aal’s Sunday eruption spewed not just ashfall, but also

a tsunami of panic, Face masks ran out quickly, and

soon a black market emerged, especially for the Ngg

type. People began to fret: How long was the ash flow
"going to continue, and how dangerous was the ash? Was
Taal going to erupt again any time soon?

Over at UP Diliman, the College of Science contacted
me early Monday morn-
ing asking to organize a
press conference to, well,
clear up the air, meaning
deal with misconceptions.
Dr. Giovanni Tapang, the
College of Science dean,
is a firm believer in pubilic
science, as is Dr. Lemnuel
Aragones, director of the
Institute of Environmen-
tal Science and Meteorol-
ogy (IESM).

The press conference
was held Meonday afternoon with good media attendance.
Speakers were Dr. Mario Aurelio, director of the National
Institute of Geological Sciences, and from the IESM, Dr.
Gerry Bagtasa and Jamaica Pangasinan. I played my role as
chancellor by welcoming them, then wore my other hat as
amedia person, taking notes. |

Some important information from that press confer-
ence, supplemented by some research I dug up:

There were no warning signs that Taal was going to
erupt. These signs would have been: a warming of Taal lake
waters, fishkill and the odor of sulfur. Taal has been on Alert
1level since March last year, but the situation seemed stable
until Sunday afterncon, with some seismic activity (volca-
nic earthquakes) detected, leading to a level 2 alert.

Taal erupted Monday at around 3 a.m., when alert level
4 was raised. There is still a possibility that level 5 could be
raised, meaning an even stronger eruption, but there is no
way of telling if and when this will happen.

The Sunday eruption resulted in a huge plume reach-
ing as high as 30 kilometers at one point. When the press
conference was held, the plume was about 12.5 kilometers
high. In sharing this information, Gerry’s main point was
that much of the fine ash was up there in the atmosphere,
and that the plume was moving in a northeast direction,
toward the Pacific and Okinawa.

RS

MICHAEL L. TAN

T DATE

The panic comes from the ash that ended up on our roof-
tops and vehicle windshields, but Gerry pointed out these
range from 50 to 170 pm (micrometers), tiny but still too
large to be inhaled. (Flease don't try!) For purposes of com-
parison, the diameter of hair is about 50 micrometers.

We should be more concerned about fine particulate
matter; the one from Taal is mostly high up in the atmo-
sphere. In fact, UP Diliman's monitoring of air quality in
Quezon City showed levels that were actually good on
Monday, at about 10 pg/m3 (micrograms per cubic meter),
below the World Health Organization’s unsafe threshold
of 25 pg/m3. Gerry said that on Sunday night, the levels did
reach 60, but had gone down after. ’

The WHO threshold, added Gerry, is equivaiént to one
stick of a cigarette. The fireworks on New Year's eve, on the
other hand, pushed air pollution levels to as high as 200 p/m3!

In terms of hazards, the area around Taal and the
southern Tagalog provinces do face the greatest risks in
terms of pollution, and residents would do well to take
precautions, especially in the case of children, the elderly
and those with chronic conditions like asthma, bronchitis
and emphysema. But for Metro Manila, we should be more
worried about the dally air pollution we get from vehicu-
lar emissions, industrial pollution, and even people smok-
ing cigarettes. Oh, and I was reminded by Gerry that one
effective natural protection against polluting particulate
material is the hair inside our nose—so don'’t trim it!

Gerry has been providing us with valuable information
on monsoon rains and typhoons, especially when we hold
our commencerment exercises in June, right at the start of
the typhoon season. I hope his work and that of the IESM
can guide our mayors and governors before they suspend
classes in the aftermath of the Taal eruption. Gerry said
there was no need to suspend classes and work in Metro
Manila. We’'ll be posting more updates in the UP Diliman
website (www.upd.edu.ph).

mtan@inquirer.com.ph
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Ang problema ng DENR

" 1SA sa mga importanteng mandato ng Depariment of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources ang pagpapatupad ng mga
alituntunin at programa sa pagbawas sa pagdumi ng hanging
nilalanghap ng tao o air poliution.

Ngunit kung ang pagdumi ng hangin ay gawa ng kali-
kasan at hindi ng tao, walang anumang human interven-
tion ang puwedeng gawin para pigitin ito. Ang tinutukoy
natin ay ang air pollution na idinudulot ngayon ng pagputok
ng Taal Vocano na ngayon ay nasa ikatlong araw na.

Sa surpresang pagsabog nito noong linggo, pati ang
hangin sa Metro Manila at iba pang bahagl ng Northem
Luzon ay naapektuhan ng ashfall, o nakalalasong alika-
bok mula sa pusod ng bulkan. Mabuti at nagbago ang inip

ng hangin at mula sa dating direksyon na northward, ito
ay naging eastward kung kaya't hindi na makakaranas ng
ashfali ang Metro Manila at ibang bahagi ng Luzon, mali-
han na lang kung muling magbabago ang direksyon ng ha-
ngin ay muling humihip sa nauna nitong direksyon.

Ngunit kawawa pa rin ang mga taong nasa lugar na
daraanan ng ashfall. Ayon sa DENR bagama’t nabawasan
na ang pollutants sa Metro Manila, nananatiling may da-
lang panganib ang hangin. Bukod diyan, sinasabi ng mga
eksperto na posible pang may malaking pagsabog na maga-
ganap dahil nagpapakita pa ag pag-aalboroto ang bulkan.
Idalangin nating huwag na sanang maganap iyan.

Anang DENR, magmula noong tanghali ng Lunes, ang
paliution na dala ng pagsabog ng Taal ay nananatiling mapa-
nganib doen sa mga tinatawag na “unhealthy sensitive
group” o-mga taong may karamdaman sa baga tulad ng
asthma, emphysema, bronchitis at iba pa. Kaya ang payo
ng DENR, patf na ng Department of Health ay magsuot ng
kinakailangang surgical mask at gogles o pananggalang
sa mata upang hindi makapasok sa ating katawan ang
alikabok mula sa bulkan.

i mE—

AKSYON
gluig Pahina 4
Uagdag ng DEN,
kahdac? ng %ar‘?gin saF;\hgl?aq
bon at San Juah a “good”
gama_ntalang sa lgasi at
aranague moderate to fair

(Sundan sa pahina 5)
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Reclamation projects seen to propel
Bacoor into new growth center

By IRIS GONZALES

Two reclamation projects in
Cavite are expected to trans-
form Bacoor into a new center
of growth.

The Bacoor Reclamation
and Development Project
{(BRDP) and the Diamond
Reclamation and Development
Project (DRDPF) have already
received the support of the
local communities, the city

government of Bacoor said in
a statement. -

BRDP has a total size of
320 hectares, while the DRDP
consist of a one 100-hectare
property.

The city government hopes
to integrate in these two proj-
ects a cost effective approach
to the long-term clean-up of
Manila Bay.

The two projects along the
Manila Bay have a program for

relocation and resettlement of
informal settlers living along
the 10 coastal batangays.

With the reclamation proj-
ects, Bacoor is seen to be trans-
formed into a new center of
growth in line with President
Duterte’s vision to decongest
Metro Manila and spread
development to other areas of
the country.

As much as 73 percent of
Bacoor’s available land space

is already devoted to residen-
tial use, with only two percent
utilized for commercial pur-
poses, according to the city
government.

On the other hand, the agri-
fishery areas — covering all
rice lands, other productive
agricultural lands, and water
bodies or fishponds — shrank
to a total area of 410 hectares or
amere 6.61 percent of the total
land area of Bacoor.
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Bacoor pitches reclamation as a flood control measure

THE PROPOSED 420-hectare
reclamation project along CAVI-
TEX in Bacoor City is expected
to address flooding and facilitate
the relocation of informal settler
families, the Baccor City gov-
ernment said in a statement on
Monday.

The statement wasissued after
stakeholders attended a public
hearing on the Manila-Cavite Ex-
pressway project conducted by
the Department of Environment

and Natural Resodrces (DENR)

onJan.92

The Bacoor Reclamation and
Development Projects consist
of islands of up 320 hectares,
while the Diamond Reclamation
and’ Development Project is a
100-hectare island executed viaa
public-private partnership.

The project is opposed by
fishermen, who said Tuesday that
the reclamation expels the area’s
fishing community and harms
the environment in order to make
way for a business hub.

“The City hopes to integrate
in these two projects a most ef-
fective approach to the long-term

clean-up of Manila Bay as man-
dated by a SC (Supreme Court)...
being the only projects along the
Manila Bay that carry with them
a program for relocation and
resettlement of Informal Settler
Families (ISFs) living along the 10
coastal barangays,” Bacoor said in
its statement.

Bacoor City's Barangay Alima
will be turned into a fisherman'’s
village'to resettle families living
along Bacoor Bay.

*Muasasabi natin na ito ay isa

sa thga iilang reclamation proj--

ects sa Pilipinas na may in-city
reloeation (This is one of the
few reclamation projects in the
Philippines that has in-city relo-
cation),” Bacoor Mayor Lani M.
HRevilla said. :

Anational organizationof fish- '

ermen, the Pambansang Lakas
ng Kilusang Mamamalakaya ng

" Pilipinas (PAMALAKAYA) said in

astatement that its members pro-
tested the hearing and claim that
many residents will be relocated
to non-coastal areas such as Naic,
Cavite and the Molino district of
Bacoor.

Alyansa ng mga Magdaragat
sa Bacoor Bay spokesperson
Joel C. Falcis said that the may-
or cannot “arbitrarily uproot
the lives of tens of thousands
of fisherfolk by relocating them
to areas far from their source of
livelihood.”

“Qur collective and humble
appeal to our Mayor is to recon-
sider her decision to eject us from
our fishing community te pave
way for private establishments
that are of no benefit to her con-

stituents,” he said.

PAMALAKAYA in an e-mail

- Tuesday also disputed the city

government’s claim that it re-
ceived “ovérwhelming” support
from stakeholders at the hearing,
saying that not everyone present

was sufficiently informed before-

hand.

Ms. Revilla said the project
is integrated with various long-
term flood mitigation projects of
the Department of Public Works
and Highways (DPWH).

“The Flood Risk Management
Project of the DPWH will im-
prove river channels and create

diversion channels from Imus
to Bacoor City which will serve
as the flood discharge system of
the rainwater catchment basin of
Bacoor in Buhay na Tubig,” the
statement said.

The channels between the
island are also aligned with exist-
ing river outflows. The statement
said that studies conducted by
the private sector also found that
the islands can serve as the city’s

-storm: surge defenses.

The reclamation project, the
city said, is also expected to cre-
ate 700,000 jobs due to new in-
vestments and businesses in the
residential, leisure, commercial
and education and technology
mixed-use zone.

“Increased revenue will also
enable the city government toim-
prove the delivery of government
services, particularly through ex-
tensive use of smart technology;”
Ms. Revilla said.

PAMALAKAYA last year filed a
formal complaint with the DENR
regarding the three ongoing rec-
lamation activities in Cavite. —
Jenina P. Ibaiiez
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Bacoor reclamation project draws support from stakeholders

THE proposed 420-hectare reclamation proj-
ects in Bacoor City have earned support from
directly-impacted stakeholders during the public
hearing held by the Environmental Management
Bureau of the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources.

This was gleaned during a public hearing on
January 9, which was part of the Environmental
Impact Assessment System as mandated by law
under Presidential Decree 1586 and DENR Ad-
ministrative Order 2003-30.

The City Government of Bacoor is the pro-
ponent of twin reclamation projects, namely
Bacoor Reclamation and Development Project,
consisting “of a total of 320-hectare islands,
and the Diamond Reclamation and Develop-
ment Project consisting of one 100-hectare is-
land via Public-Private Partnership under the
PPP Code of Bacoor.

The City hopes to integrate in these two proj-
ects a most effective approach to the long-term

clean-up of Manila Bay as mandated by a SC
continuing mandamus, being the only projects
along the Manila Bay that carry with it a pro-
gram for relocation and resettlement of Informal
Settler Families living along the 10 coastal ba-
rangays, according to an official statement.

City Mayor Lani M. Revilla explained that the
proposed projects will also address fiooding in the

city as she made sure they are integrated with the -

various long-term flood mitigating projects of the
Department of Public Works and Highways.

The Flood Risk Management Project of the
DPWH will improve river channels and create
diversion channels from Imus to Bacoor City
which will serve as the flood discharge system
of the rainwater catchment basin of Bacoor in
Buhay na Tubig,

The proposed reclamation islands are so situ-
ated and formed as to conform with the anti-
flooding projects of DPWH, having more than
sufficient channels in between the islands which

are aligned with existing natural river outflows.

The studies conducted by the private sector
partners of the city show that the islands will
also serve as anti-storm surge walls of the City,
the statement said. :

"Among the sectors represented in the public
hearing were the concerned barangay officials,
the fisherfolk, Informal Settler Families, student
leaders, mussel and oyster farmers, business-
men, environmental groups, and other con-
cerned government agencies.

The fishermen are most satisfied with the pro-
posed Fisherman’s Village in Barangay Alima
which is also part of the proposed reclamation
projects in order to make sure that they will not
be displaced from their industry.

The proposed. projects are expected to uplift
their living conditions with- the establishment
of the Fisherman’s Wharf along Sineguelasan
coasts which will also develop and preserve the
40-hectare mangroves plantation of the City.
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Digong nawindang sa

NAWINDANG si Pangu-
long Rodrigo Duterte
sa mga reclamation
project sa Manila Bay.

Labis na ikinabigla
ni Pangulong Duterte
ang panukala para sa
reclamation ng 10,000
hektarya mula Navotas
City hanggang Cavite.

Noong Disyem-
bre ay binigyan ng go
signal ng Philippine
Reclamation Authority
ang apat na reclama-
tion project sa Manila
Bay.

Ite ay ang Navotas
City Coastal Bay Recla-
mation Project, Pasay
360-Hectare Reclama-
tion Project, Pasay
265-Hectare Reclama-
tion Project, Horizon
Manila 418-Reclama-
tion Project.

“If it's am invest-
ment to infuse more
money into the Philip-
pine economy, it's OK.
But reclaiming 10,000
hectares of the Manila
Bay is mind-boggling.
There might be some

| Manilo Bay reclamation project

offices and residen-
ces,” saad ni Duterte.
Tiniyak pa ng Pangu-
lo na hindi siya handa
na aprubahan ang rec-
lamation project ma-
liban na lang kung may
mga nakalatag na hak-
bang para mapanga-
lagaan ang kalikasan at
kalusugan nf mga tao.
{Prince Golez)
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Duterte rejects
reclamation projects

" TUPEFYING and mind-boggling are adjec-

S tives vou seldom hear from a President, even

from Trump whose pastime is writing and
sharing his thoughts on Twitter.

But these are the words President Dhuterte used
to describe several proposals filed with the govern-
ment secking to reclaim portions of Manila Bay
for commercial, residential and leisure purposes.
The latest of these proposals and feasibility studies
include the Navotas City Coastal Bay Reclamation
Project, a 360-hectare Reclamation Project in Pasay
City, a second 265-hectate reclamation project also
in Pasay City, and the Horizon Manila’s 418-hectare
reclamation project.

Before former Manila Mayor Joseph Estrada,
also a former President, left City Hall in June last
year, there were five reclamatdon projects already
approved by the city and awaiting approval by
the National Economic Development Authority
(NEDA), the Department of Envitonment and
Natural Resources (DENR) and Malacanang Pal-
ace. These projects may be the motivating factor
why incumbent Mayor [sko Moreno moved heaven
and earth to ensure his winning the ¢lections in Ma-
nila. But all these will come to naught if President
Diuterte sticks to his word.

‘Duterte said he was not ready
to approve reclamation projects
if there were no concrete plans
showing how the environment
would be protected.’

“Not under my watch,” the President’s words
were emphatic, as he étressed he was unlikely to ap-
prove any proposed reclamation project in Manila
Bay as he expressed concern on these ambitious
projects’ impact on the environment in Metro
Manila and nearby provinces.

It is interesting to note that the Office of the
President’s own Philippine Reclamatgon Authority
(PRA} has a contrary announcement or position
on this issue, as the PRA last month assured that ar
least four reclamation projects in Manila Bay were
o already proceeding without problems.
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PRA General Manager Joselito Gonzales even
cited in a radio interview that four proposals —
Navotas, Manila and two in Pasay City —had been
given the green light. But this is typical of the
way governance is conducted inside the Duterte
Administration: the officials below are often not
told of decisions made at the top. Often, too, some
officials are considered out of the loop.

Duterte said it was simply “mind-boggling” to
reclaim a total of 10,000 hectares from the waters
off Manila Bay and dump rocks and soil in the
area, to be able to construct buildings, roads and
resorts. The President talked about where all the .
waste water would go, whether marine life in the
Bay would survive this onslanght of modernization.

“You have to make an audit now of whether
or not the environment of the entire area there
can absorb the waste and where would it go after
being treated. Because now, you must have water
treatment. If you have a new building, make su:f:_
you ate connected to water treatment facility,”
Duterte added.

Duterte said he was not ready to approve
reclamation projects if there were no concrete
plans showing how the environment would be
protected. This policy will again put the Presi-
dent in direct collision with oligarchs and the
very rich who have invested and are preparing to
invest in these reclamation projects. And not to
mention the mayors, vice mayors and councilors
of Manila, Pasay City, Paranaque, Navotas and
similar places who have salivated and planned on
how to spend all the money that are ﬂ}l‘tl'lﬂﬂﬂﬂ.ﬂg
from these reclamation projects.
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SA susunod na buwan ng
Pebrero, ika-26 ng Pebrero
ang Miyerkules ng Aho o
Ash Wednesdy, dito sa Pi-
lipinas, ito ang araw na
nagmamarka sa simula ng
panahon ng Mahal na
Araw. Ang Mahal na Araw
ay isang panahon kung
kailan maraming mga Kris-
tiyano ang naghahanda
para sa pagkabuhay ng
Panginoo sa

ng pagmamasid sa Isang
penahion ng pag-aayune,
pagsisisi at mataimtin na
pagdarasal.

Base sa aking pagma-
masid sa mga nakalipas na
taon, pagpasok ng araw ng
Miyerkules ng Abo, mara-
ramdaman na natin ang ma-
tinding init ng panahon hang-
gang sa buwan ng Mayo.

Base sa Hydrological in-

MAKIISA SA PAGTITIPID
AT HUWAG MAG-RKSAYR
SAPAGGAMIT NG TUBIG

formation ng Provincial Disas-
ter Risk Reduction and Ma-
nagement Councit(PDRRMC),
nasa 204.40 meters ang level
ng tubig sa Angat Dam, base
sapinakahuling ulat (Enero 14,
2020, 8:00AM). Humigitna sa
Angat Dam's Minimum Ope-
rating Water L evel (MOWL) of
180 meters, ngunit hindi pa
nalin naabot ang inaasam na

- targel goal na 212.00 meters,

kaya kinakailangang ang pag-
fitipid upang may magafnit sa
panahion ng tag-init.

Babiala ni Dr. Sevillo Da-
vid, Jr. ng National Water Re-
sources Board (NWRB), pala-
giparin nating isaisip ang pag-
titipid at huwag mag-aksaya
sa paggamit ng tubig, sapag-
kat, gaano man karami ang
tubig, kapag hindi tayo ma-
runong maglipid, siguradong

5 .‘?"—-'{r}':

magkakaroon ng kakulangan
sa tubig. Kaya, ang tamang
nating gawin,

Ayon kay Executive Di-
rector David, "Sapat pa rin ang
tubig sa Angat Dam para sa
lahat nang pangangailangan,
magirig Sa mya irigasyon.
Ngunit, dahil sa pagpasok ng
tag-nit, marapatiamang na ang
bawat isa, ay makapag-isip
nang mabuting paraan kung
papaano limitahan ang pag
gamit ng tubig. Kailangang
maintindthan at pakadibdibin
ang kataga ng ’gagmipicL‘

—UVGO-
MANILA WATER
NAGPADALA AGAD
NG TUBIG PARA SA
MGA APEKTADO NG
PAGSABOG NG TAAL
Inilaan ng Manila Water
ang tatiumpung {30) water
tankers nito bilang tugon sa
pangangallangan sa tubig sa
mga iba't ibang evacuation
sites sa Timog Luzon, para

© - samganaapektuhan ng pag-

putck ng Bulkang Taal.

Sa pamamagitan ng pag-
sisikap ng subsidiary nitong
Laguna Water, ang unangmga
tankers ay ipapadala sa tat-
long bayan sa lalawigan ng
Batangas. Apat na tanker ang

LATE

ANG INYONG
LINGKOD

DR. HILDA €. OHG

papunta sa mga sumusunod
na lugar sa Tanauan City:
Poblacion Balele West Co-
vered Court, Poblacion Gloria
at sa Tanauan City Gym 2;
dalawa naman angipadadala
sa PUP Gymnasium sa Sto.
Tomas habang anim naman
ang hihimpil sa Bolbok Pro-
vincial Sports Complex sa
Batangas City. Nakatanggap
na fin ang Laguna Water ng
karagdagang hiling para sa
water tanker parasa San Luis
Municipal Hall at Taal Munici-
pal Hall, gayundin para sa
bayan ng Alfonso sa Cavite.
Ang nafitirang mga water
tanker ay naka-standby para
sa mga iba pang local go-
vemment unit na hihiling ng
ayuda sa tubig para sa kani-
kanilang evacuation sites.
Ang mga water tanker

na gagarnitin ay pupunuang
muli ng Laguna Water hang-
ga't kinakailangan. Susuporta
nin ang mga kaweani ng Lagu-
na Water sa tankering activi-
iesnaito. ¢

Samantata, ang Manila
Water Foundation (MWF) ay
magpapadala rin ng 2,000 ng
5-gallon na lalagyan ng mail-
nom na {ubig para sa mga
evacuation sites, sa pakiki-
pagtulungan sa Pro-
vinclat Disaster Risk Reduc-
tion and Management Ofﬁoe
{PDRRMO).

Nagpadala ang Mamla
Waterng 30 water tankers pa-
ra umayuda sa mga apekta-
do ng pagputok ng Butkang
Taal sa iba't ibang evacuation
sites sa Timog Luzon, sa pag-
sisikap ng subsidiary nitong
Laguna Water.

EDIFGRIAL - CARIGOHN
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PARIS—New climate models show carbon dioxide is
a more potent greenhouse gas than. previously under-
stood, a ﬁnding that could push the Paris treaty goals
for capping global warming out of reach, scientists
have told AFP.

' Developed in parallel by separate teams in half-a-
dozen countries, the models—which will underpin re-
vised UN temperature projections next year—suggest
scientists have for decades consistently underestimat-
ed the warming potential of CO2.

Vastly more data and computing power has become
available since the current Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) projections were finalized in
2013,

“We have better models now,” Olivier Boucher, head
of the Institut Pietre Simon Laplace Climate Modeling

‘Center in Paris, told AFP, adding that they “represent

current climate trends more accurately”.
The most influential projections from government-

New climate model suggests Paris goals may be out of reach

backed teams in the US, Britain, France and Canada
point to a future in which CO2' concentrations that
have long been equated with-a 3C world would more
likely heat the planet’s surface by four or five degrees.

“If you think the new models give a more realistic
picture, then it will, of course, be harder to achieve the
Paris targets, whether it is 1.5 or two degrees Celsius,”
scientist Mark Zelinka told AFP.

Zelinka, from the Lawrence Livermore National
Laboratory in California, is the lead author of the first
peer-reviewed assessment of the new generation of
models, published earlier this month in Geophysical
Research Letters,

For more than a century, scnentlsts have puzzled over
a deceptively simple question: if the amount of CO2 in
the atmosphere doubles, how much will Earth’s sur-
face warm over time?

The resulting temperature increase is known as
Earth’s “climate sensitivity”.

That number has been hard to pin down due to a host
of elusive variables. Whether oceans and forests, for
example, will continue to absorb more than half of the
CO2 emitted by humanity is hard to predict.

But the biggest wild card has always been clouds.

“How clouds evolve in a warmer climate and wheth-
er they will exert a tempering or amplifying effect has
long been a major source of uncertainty,” explained
Imperial College London researcher Joeri Rogelj, the
lead TPCC author on the global carbon budget - the
amount of greenhmsc gases that can be emitted with-
«out exceeding a given temperature cap.

The new models reflect a better understanding of
cloud dynamics in at least two ways that reinforce the
warming impact of CG2.

Zelinka said new. research had confirmed high
clouds in the bottom layer of Earth’s atrosphere boost
the Sun’s radiation—and global heating accentuates
that dynamic. AFP

B ]
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Our restless planet

e live on a restless planet. Below us,
tectonic plates are shifting, as they
have since time immemorial, with the
clashing edges producing towering
mountains or fiery volcanoes. Magma, boil-
ing to steam-hot temperatures, seeks a way
to escape earthly confines, rising as plumes
of smoke and ash or as fiery columns illumi-

/ mating the night sky. And when the heated

activity simmers down, we are left beholding

a new crater or a new island, earth and rock

that has risen from the unknown depths to
. awe us puny humans.
. We hardly feel it, but below our feet is a
. roiling mass of unstable earth floating above

| a sea of heated tides. We are caught un-

| awares, until it happens near to or where we.
' are living. But at any time around the world
volcanoes are erupting in various degrees of
strength and power, temblors are shaking
the ground, tides are swirling toward shore,
| and above us, clashing heated and cooling air
produce rain and winds, snow and tornadoes

?'! that buffet the earth below.

1

' live

Often, we take for granted the planet we
on, forgetting frequently how we are at
‘| nature’s mercy and defying the lirnits of our
}.] environment to seemingly bend and use it for
il our own needs and greed.
; Someone posted on social media how
»| the natural shocks and catastrophes we have
’ ‘lately lived through are but nature’s way of
. expressing its anger at the way we—humani-
' ty—have abused its generosity and destroyed
L its integrity. “Global warming” is a disaster
- entirely of humankind’s doing, producing
- heated air and breaching the natural ozone
cover through our own carelessness and
| greed. It is no accident that heated oceans,
the result of rising greenhouse gases, have
i produced weather disturbances of unprec-
i edented fury and unpredictable frequency,
while heedless habits of trash disposal and
waste production have befouled our creeks,
rivers, oceans and the earth.
Taal Volcano, the iconic “volcano within
a volcano” and “lake within a lake,” provid-
ed both residents and visitors a serene view
from above on the hills of Tagaytay, while

ATLARGE

RINA JIMENEZ-DAVID

(Y
OFTEN, WE TAKE FOR GRANTED
THE PLANET WELIVEOR,
FORGETTING FREDUENTLY HOW
WE ARE AT NATURE'S MERCY
AND DEFYING THE LIMITS OF
QUR ENVIRONMENT 70 SEEM-
INGLY BEND AND USE ITFOR
(UR OWN NEEDS AND GREED

providing adventure-seekers a relatively
“easy” climb or horse ride through its slopes
to its crater that smelled of “rotten eggs.”
Today, it is a frightening sight, beautiful in
some aspects but alarming for the show of
fire and clouds of ash that have turned its
surroundings to gray desolation. How quick-
ly nature can turn on us humans! But it is
only right, because we have become, through
generations, careless caretakers and heedless
guardians of our restless planet.

Still, despite the chaos and threats to '
health produced by the falling silica and
other volcanic material, humanity prevails.
At the height of the ashfall and the desper-
ate diaspora of weekend warriors seeking
escape from the brewing volcano below,
thoughtful residents lined the roadsides
providing water for thirsty commuters
and spraying unbidden ash-covered wind-
shields to make driving safer for those flee-
ing Taal's wrath.

First the Divine Word Seminary in
Tagaytay, then churches around Cavite and
Batangas, opened their doors to desperate
refugees. Proprietors of small eateries
who had lost their usual weekend custom-
ers provided free food for whoever needed
a meal. And then local governments, with
the Office of the Vice President taking the
lead, followed by the Red Cross and other
private entities, rushed to the aid of those
in need of succor, The only sour note was
the call issued by the Department of the
Interior and Local Government for “dona-
tions” of essential goods from the public,
even if the national government has bil-
lions in relief funds. That, and the crass
words of our President who seemingly
challenged nature’s fury if only to show off
his macho bravado.

As pointed out before, the natural ca-
lamities we confront are our own doing,
the result of our heedless greed and refusal
to prepare adequately and compassionate-
ly for the shocks that nature deals us. But
the plight of victims and refugees is made
worse by government incompetence and
indifference—inexcusable unpreparedness
given how often the Philippines has to deal
with disasters from underground, on the
ground and in our swirling, angry skies.

We are caught on our restless planet,
and the task at hand is to understand it,
prepare for its shocks, mitigate the damage,
and lead the recovery to hopefully create a
kinder, more compassionate society.

rdavid@inguirer.com.ph
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By Krixia Subingsubing
@krixiasiINQ

The Philippine Overseas Em-
ployment Agency (POEA) has
imposed a total ban on the de-
ployment of overseas Filipino
workers (OFWSs) to Iraq, formal-
izing the government's efforts to
repatriate Filipinos amid escalat-
ing tensions between the United
States and Iran.

POEA Board Resclution
No. 2020-2, issued on Jan. 14,
formally bans the processing
and deployment of all OFWs to
Baghdad after the Department
of Foreign Affairs raised the
alert level in the whole of Irag
to level 4.

Labor Secretary Silvestre Bel-
lo signed the resolution on Jan. 8.

The POEA resolution followed
the Department of Foreign Affairs’
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 ESCALATING TENSIONS

POEATOTALLY BANS DEPLOYWENT OF OFWS Tl] IHAU

marching orders for the mandato-
Iy repatriation of Filipinos in Iraq
last week, after several coordina-
tion meetings on the situation in
the Middle East.

Irag, which hosts several
thousands of US troops, is feared
to be used as a staging ground
for the violent conflict raging be-
tween Washington and Tehran,
after President Donald Trump
ordered the assassination of
Tehran’s military architect, Maj.
Gen. Qassem Soleimani,

In retaliation, Iran bombed
two US military bases in Irag.

Iran, however, mistaken-
ly shot down a commercial
Ukrainian plane hours after its
missile attacks on the US bases.

President Duterte has al-
ready ordered Environment Sec-
retary and Middle East envoy
Roy Cimatu to oversee the evac-

uation of Filipinos in the region.

" Filipinos have been advised
to coordinate with the embassy
and their employers to secure
their exit visas and plane tick-
ets.

Calling the task a “sacred
mission,” the President said he
was willing to fly to the Middle
East to aid in the repatriation
efforts should the situation
worsen.

“This is a sacred mission
and it is really to safeguard
the lives of the Filipino people.
I tasked you this duty with a
prayer and with a hope that you

will carry out your mission suc- .

cessfully and that everybody
will be safe,” he said.

He added: “I hope that this
mission will succeed. Do not
worry, [ will be with you and if
need be, I will go there myself if
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things. get worse.”

He made the remarks as
he led send-off rites for two
Philippine Navy ships at Pier
13 at the Manila South Har-
bor on Tuesday.

The Navy's BRP Davao
del Sur and BRP Ramon Al-
caraz will be deployed to the
Middle East to help in the
evacuation and repatriation
of affected OFWs.

Last week, the Chief Ex-
ecutive ordered the manda-
tory repatriation of OFWs in
Iraqg amid brewing tension
between the US and Iran.

Although the tension ap-
peared to have deescalated,
the Philippines said it would
still push through with the
mandatory evacuation.
—WITH A REPCRT FRQM JULIE M.
AURELIO ING r



N

P | VLTI VS
TE————

e el
i —

Hne:

DTRATEGIC
COMUUNICATION

TERVICE

Fmrwuu

?MMM%WMWEH

o K ’l””“rrmt PP

THE NATION'S LEADING NIEWSEAPER

A subaltern’s view: OFW evacuation,
reintegration, and deeper OFW concerns |

FWs are once again in the
news as calls for revenge
and bugles of war fill the air
in troubled I[ran and Iraq.
They could be in harm's way as they
work, not only in Iran and Iraqg, but
alsa in the neighboring countries of
Saudi Arabia, Qatar, UAE, Lebanon,
Syria, Libya, Jordan, and Israel, where
turmoil can potentially spread.

This region has not been the
most peaceful in the world, a fact we
have always known since we began
sending workers to Saudi Arabia in
1973. Time and again in the past,
we evacuated our workers from the
region’s troubled areas.

I was an active participant in one
of the earlier evacuations, when Is-
rael invaded Lebanon and besieged
Beirut during the first Israel-Leba-
non War in 198z2. We again evacuated
our workers during the Iran-Iraq
War in the 1980s; during the Irag-
Kuwait and US$ invasion in the early
1990s; the Iraqg War in 2003; and in
other incidents of turbulence in the
region.

These experiences made us see
the stark realities and risks of work-
ing in the troubled Middle East.

As background on the magnitude
of our OFW situation, a good 12%
(or approximately 12 million) of our
countrymen have immigrated or are
temporarily working overseas:

The mest numerous are in the

7 US (about 4,030,000) and Canada

(approximately 850,000). Many ate
permanent residents or have become
US or Canadian citizens, but a good
(but undetermined) number are
still illegally staying in their host
countries.

We have about 1,020,000 work-
ers in Saudi Arabia; approximately
680,000 inthe United Arab Emirates;
about 276,000 in Kuwait; 240,000 in
Qatar; ahd 31,000 in Israel. Almost
all of them are on time-specific con-
tracts that, unltess renewed, require
them to return to our country.

DOLE Secretary Silvestre Bello
has been quoted as saying that while
there are oniy 1,600 Filipinos in Iraq
and 1,000 in Iran, there are more
than 2,000,000 Filipino OFWs in the
whole Middle East.

Another OFW reality is the
amount of remittances that they
send home - an all-time high of
Us832.21 billion from worldwide
sources in 2018, up from USS31.29
billion in 2017. These remittances
support and provide stability to their
families and are major contributions
to our economy. .

While evacuation of Filipinos
from [ran and Iragq may be man-
ageable in terms of numbers, their
extraction from politicalty turbulent
areas can never be simple as our ex-
periences have shown. The spread of

to frontally confront illegal drugs should
likewise be able to face up to deeper OFW-
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hostilities to OFW-intensive areas
(such as Saudi Arabia) could render
OFW evacuation a nightmare. The
economic impact on their families
and to the country could also be
disastrous.

Fortunately for us, the President
has assigned retired Gen. Roy Cimatu
(now, of the DENR) to oversee our
evacuation efforts. The general has
brilliantly undertaken this task be-
fore and will no doubt hit the ground
running.

On site in the Middle East, of
course, are our corps of ambassa-
dors, foreign service officers, and la-
bor attaches, all of them traired and
attunted to the plight of our OFWs.

The Department of Foreign Af-
fairs (DFA) has specialized agencies
attending to migrant workers’ con-
cerns — the Office of the Undersec-
retary for Migrant Workers Affairs
(OUMWA) and the Commission on
Filipinos Overseas (CFO).

At the Department of Labor and
Employment (DOLE) end are the
Philippine Overseas Employment
Administration (POEA) and the
Overseas Workers Welfare Admin-
istration (OWWA) with their sepa~
rate OFW-related tasks. The POEA
handles OFW deployment while the
OWWA looks after OFW welfare. Both
are supported by the DOLE’s corps
of labor attaches and overseas labor
officers.

In an emergency situation, the
private sector has always helped;
this time, both PAL and Cebu Pacific
Airways have already indicated their
readiness.

The ample available support in
locking after our OFWs in the Middle
East in the present emergency ren-
ders further comments on the actual
evacuation plans and operations un-
necessary.

I shall take this opportunity in-
stead to comment on related OFW
concerns, in particular, on the con-
sequences of evacuation and on
otherwise hidden but deeper OFWs
concerns. The first, among these, is
the reintegration of our returning
OFWs.

Aside from the POEA and the
OWWa4, the DOLE has established
the National Reintegration Center
for OFWS (NCRQ) whose operations
may extend overseas but whose
concerns are largely local — what
happens when the OFW comes home
and how de they affect the country
they return to.

Reintegration is a scenario that
arises, not only in emergency evacu-
ation situations, but in all other
situations when OFWs return to the
country after their overseas work.
Smoothly sliding back into our
society is not an easy task to un-
dertake, more so for OFWs with few

local linkages
and sparse re-
sources and

Y
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skills.

The NCRO FRONT
is now a fully  JUSTICE ART D. BRION
functioning (RET.)

office with

core programs (o assist returning
OFWs reintegrate themselves into
our seciety after their years over-
seas.

" Unfortunately, it is not yet seen
as a major player in the OFW scene.
In fact, it is not a major DOLE office
at all; it is still an office within the
OWWA which has a broader OFW
mandate and.is-not totally focused
on reintegration at home.

To its credit, the NCRO has de-
veloped from 2011 to 2019 a whole
structure for start-up and livelihood
assistance; employment facilita-
tion; advocacy, communication,
and network building. The extent of
its actual reach, however, is still far
from its fullest potentials consider-
ing the number of our permanently
returning countrymen.

1 am sure the NCRO could have
reached more returning OFWs and
provided vaster reintegration as-
sistance if it only had better funding;
ampler staffing; fuller flexibility;
more effective campaign communi-
cations; awider network of branches
nationwide; and wider support from
the private sector.

Under these circumstances, re-
integration may perhaps be an area
ripe for the Duterte administration’s
greater focus, not only for the soon-
to-return OFWs, but for all return-
ing OFWs who have skills and job
experiences to contribute, and whose
business or workplace participation
or non-participation could affect our
local employment situation.

|
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Another ripe area for focused-

re-examination, after 5 decades of
sending contract workers overseas,
is our overall deployment policy.

The time is perhaps riglit to fine
tune our policies to consciously keep
our overseas workers out of potential
harm'’s way. This is a conscious and
deliberate decision we have to make;
market forces cannot solely guide
our deployment decisions.

Last but not the least, we should
perhaps also revisit the plight of our
women OFWs many of whorn are in
domestic services in countries whose
cultural regard for women is differ-
ent from ours.

Evidence of abuse of OFW domes-
tic helpers are now too glaring to be
ignored. Our neighbor, Indonesia,
has responded by banning the de-
ployment of women for domestic
services since 2015. We have so far
been blind to realities.

An administration with the will

rejated challenges.

artbrion.legalfront. mb@gmail.com
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Republic of tha Phifippines

rtmerit of Environment and Matural
NAT%ONAL Wuﬁn'g;gR RESQURCES BOARD
BP WATE]EIKWORKS, NG,
Applicant. Casc No. 19-2862
L R E
NOTICE OF HEARING

This is an application for Certificate of Public Convenicuce to operate and maintzin u.
watesrworks sysiem within Urban Deca Homes Mamla Bareugay 99 Vitas Street, Tondo,
Manila, with the following proposed rates:

Publlc PROPOSED TARIFF

Size 0-5/eu,m.
$I53.50

Rasid.emml and Insttutionsl 5

P5570 | 6080 | P7690 | PFELI0 |7 PE6l0 |

B Sichim, | Gt0/cmm, | 1i-20/cu.m, | 2130/, | 3140/cnmm. | Over &bcum, |
¥ 266,00 rs830 | PEIEO | FE2 10 ¥91.70 10030 ]

Conmlsmal and fudustrial i :
Size - 0-15/cu.m. i530/um, | 31-860/cu.m. | 501-1606/ cn.m. | Over [0067cn. m.
2 #1,519.50 P70 | Fiszoo | P 152.00 \ P 152.00
This application will be initially heard by the Board on Februsry 3, 2020, heanug

will st at 9:00 o* clock in the momlng at the NWRB-WUD Conference Room, 8™ Floor,
NIA Buitding, EDSA, Quezon City at which time applicant shail present #ts evidence.

At Jeast fifteen (15) days prior te the acheduled hearing, applicant shall publish
this notice otoe i a datly paper of 1 cireulation in Metro Manita and sexve by
personal delivery or registered mail o copy of the G} application and its attachments, end (if)
ks notice, to all affected parties appearing on page 2 hereof.

Parties opposed to the granting of the application must file their written opposition
supported by documentary evidence om or before the above gcheduled date of hearing,
furpishing a copy of the same to the applicant,

Faijure on the part of any person affected io file its opposition on time and to appear
at. the hearing wifl he consirued, as a waiver of their right to be hesrd and the Board wiil
proceed to hear and decide the application based on the evidence submifted.

Likamsu.faﬂmbymcapphmmtoappwa!thchcanngshallamo\mtolackof
interest 6a Hs part and the instant application shall be dismissed accordingly.

Witness tha Honorable Executive Director of the Natiopal Water Re
|- this 23 day of December 2019,

Board

By Autharity of the Roand:

D, SEVIL: . DAVID, Jr., CESO JI¥
Executive Director

The Homeowners Assn. President

Urban Deca Homes Manila

Rurangay 94 *pas Steet

Tondo, Manila

Affecred Parties:

The Ad.r:rﬂmsb:nwr

Metropoliten Watorworks & Sewerage System
MWES Compound, Katipununt Road

Balara, Quezon City 1105

(G- 10/cum, ) V1B0eurn. | 23-30/cum, | 31-40/chm. | Over a07cum, |
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Republic of the Philippines
Department of Environiment and Natural Resourcos

NATIONAL WATER RESOURCES BOARD

BP WATERWORKS; ING.,
Agpplicant. Cage No. 19-2863
B e x . -
NOTICE OF BEARING
This is an application for Certificate of Public Gonvenience to operate nnd maintain &
waterwotks  gystetn within Urban Deca Towers EIISA, Barangay Highway Hills,
Mandal\:yong City, Metro Manila, with the f‘ollcwmg proposed rates:

. PROFOSED TARIFF
Pu.blin Tap
Pipa Size 0-S/cum. | &-10icam. | 13-20/oum. | 2i-30/um. | 31-40/cim. | Over 40/cn.m.
%r PE3550 | ¥7380 | PEos0 | Posow | rlevan | - w1410
Residenti 1 and Institutionsl d
Pipe Sizn O-5/cuym. 6-10/cum. | 11-20/ca.m. | 21-30/cim. | 3i-40/cum, | Ovir 49/cum.
" * 252 50 P 7120 #3330 108,70 ® 121.50 P 13420

Commercial and Indusirial
i [ oiSfeem. |
[ *za13.00 | -

S 1500, | 501-10007 cum. | Gver (00w, m,
30110 # 20130 ~ F 20130
This gpplication will be nitinily heard by the Board on February 3, 2020, heanng

will start at 9:00 o' clock in the morning at the NWERB-WUD Conference Room, 8% Floor,
MNIA Building, EDSA; Quezon City st which fime applicant shall present its evidance.

16-30/c0.m.
P i67.80

TS

At lesst fifteem (15) days prior to the schednled hearimg, applicant shall publish
this notice once in a deily newspaper of general citculation in Metro Manile and serve by
personal delivety or registered mail a copy of the (1) application and itz attachments, and (it)
this notice, to all affected pastics appearing o page 2 hercol.

Pastian. opposed o the of the 1 must file their written opposition
supported by documentary evidence on or before the above scheduled dste of bearing,
ﬁ.n-nislﬁng a copy of tha same to the applicant,

Failure on the part of any persan affected to file jis opposition on time and 1o appear
at the heating will be construed, as a waiver of their right t¢ be heard and the Roard will
proceed 1o hear and decide the application based on the evidence submifted.

" Likewise, failure by the applicant to appear at the hearing shafl amount to luck off

inferest on ity part md. the instant application ghall be dismigssed accordingly.

Witness the [lo’n(m!ble Exerutive Director of the National Wmer Resmm:es Board
this 23" day of December 2019, j
By Authority of the Board:

T SE’VII,L%[TAVID, Fr., CESO I

Executive Diircctor

The Homeowners Assn. President
Urban Deca Towerm EDSA

Affected Parties:

The Secretary Barangay Highway Hills
Sangguniang Panlungsod - Mandaluyong City
Mandatuyong City:

The Adwministrator -
The Barangay Chafrinan Metropolitan Waterworks & Sewerage System
Barangay Highway Hills MWSS Compound, Katipunen Road
Mandaluyong City Balata, Quezon City 1165

Republlc of the Phillipplnes
Department of Environment and Natural Respurces

NATIONAL WATER RESOURCES BOARD

Apphcant Case No. 19-2865
X--mmmemmmmmmom o e mmmn oo x
NOTICE OF HEARING- - ' =

This is an applicaion for Certificate of Public Comvenlence to operate
waterwoarks system and, sell water through bulk mies within Deca Homes Pavia Phases
1 and 2, Providence Bubdivigion and Montecilo Vilos, Barangays Balabag and
Panduc, municipality of Pavia, provines of llcilo, with the following proposed rates:

PROPOSED TARIFF
Pulk Water Rate s .
{ T Fipe Size Per cubic meters |
L J¥ J ¥ 67.90/cu. i 1

‘This.application will be initially heard by the Board on Febroary 3, 2020,
hearing will staxt at 9:00 o’ clock in the morning at the NWRB-WUD Confercnce
Room, 8% Floor, NIA Building, EDSA, Quezon Czty at which time applicant shall
present its evidence.

At lesst fifteen (15) days prior to the schedualed hurlng applicent shall
publish this notice once in a daily newspaper. of general ciroulation in the province of
Toflo and gerve by personal délivery or registered mail 4 copy of the (i) application and
its attachmesnts, and (it) this notice, to ail affected parties eppesring on page 2 hereof,

Pacties opposed o the granting of the gpplication roust file their written
opposifion supparted by documentary evidence on or before the abave scheduled date
of hearing, furnishing a copy of the same to the applicant,

Failure on the part of any person. affected to file ils opposition on time and to
appear at the hearing will be construed, as a waiver of their right o be heard and the
Board will proceed to hear and decide the application based on the evidence submitted.

Likewise, failure by the applicant to appear at the hearing shall amount to lack
of interest on itz part and the ingtant application 'shall be dismissed nncordingly.

Witness the Honorable Execntive Dnecmr of the National Waler Resources
Board this 23" day of December 2019.

By Authority of the Board:
Dir. SE . DAVIX, Ir., CESO m
Executive Director
Affected Parries: The Homeowners Assn., Ing,
Deca Homes Pavia Phases 1 & 2,

The Secrotary Providence Subdivision & Montecillo Villas,
Sanggunieng Bayan Barangays Bulabag and Pandac
Pavia, floilo Pavia, [Toilo
The Barmgay Chairman The General Manager
Barangays Balabag & Pandac Metro Tloilo Water District
Pavia, Ttoilo Bonifucio Drive, Hoilo City 5000

it -t T B T R W T ey

Republic of the Phiilppines
Department of Environment and Natural Resources

: NAT!ONAL WATER RESOURCES BOARD

EGRA, Diliman, Cuezon Gity,

Applicant. Case No. 19-2864

This iy an application for Certificate of Public Ganvenience to operate
waterworks systern and scll water through bulk rates within South Road Properties,
Barangay Mambling, Cebu City, with the following proposed rates:

PROPOSED TARIFF

Bunik Water Rate
Pipe Size Per cubic meters |
-1" | ¥ 66.20 fou. m, 1

This application will be initially heard by the Board on February 3, 2020,
heering will siart ot 9:00 o* clock in the morning at the NWRB-WUD Conference
Room, 8% Floor, N1A Building, EDSA, Quezon City at which time applicant shall
present its evidence.

At least fifteen (15) days prior to the scheduled hearing, applicant shall
publish this notice once in a daily newspaper of general circulation in the province of
Cebn and serve by personal delivery or registered mail a copy of the (i) application and
its attachoments, and (it} this notice, to afl affected parties appearing on page 2 hereof.

Parties opposed to the pranting of the application must file their written
opposition. supported by documentiary evidence on or before the above scheduled date
of hearing, fumnishing 4 copy of the samie to the applicaat.

Faihme on the patt of any person affected to file its opposition on ime and to
appear at the hearing will be construed, gs a waiver of their right to be heard and the
Board will proceed to hear and decide the application bagsed on the evidence submitted.

Likewdise, failure by the npplicant to appeur at the hearing shall amount to lack
of interest on its part and the instzmt application shall be dismissed accordingly.

Witness the Honorable Executive Director of the MNational Water Resources

Boaxd this 23 day of Decembet 2019.
By Aathority of the Board:

br. smm;wm, Jr., CESO I

Affected Parties: The Locators Assp. President
South Road Properties

The Scoretary Barangay Mambling
Sanppuniang Panlungsod Cebu City
Cebu City

E The General Manager
The Barsngay Chairman Metro Cebu Water District
Barangay Mambling Magnlanes-Lapu-Lapu Sts.
Cebu Cxty Cebu City 6060 i
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