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Mandatory repatriation remains
only in Iraqg
Mandatory romeage

By CHRISTINA MENDEZ

Only Filipinos in Iraq will be cov-
"ered by the mandatory repatriation
ordered by the Philippine government,
as hostilities between the United States

and Iran appeared to taper off.
. Malacaiiang welcomed the “good

news” that US President Donald Trump
was not pursuing further military ac-
tion against Iran as the latter appeared
to be standing down after its missile
attacks on two military facilities in Iraq
housing American troops and personnel.

The attacks were in retaliation for
the killing of Iran’s top military com-

mander Maj. Gen. Qasem Soleimani in
a US drone strike in Iraq.

“Good news! Good news for all of us.
If the conflict has de-escalated instead
of escalating, then that’s good news for
everyone especially for our overseas
workers,” presidential spokesman
Salvador Panelo said yesterday. “But

nevertheless, the move to evacuate and
repatriate is still going on.”

. Special envoy to the Middle East Roy
Cimatu and Labor Secretary Silvestre
Bello III are in charge of the govern-
ment’s evacuation and repatriation
efforts,

Turn to Page 8

In a statement, the Depart-
mernt of Labor and Employ-
ment (DOLE) said mandatory
repatriation will only apply
to Filipinos in Iraq and not to
those in other countries in the
Middle East.

In a statement, DOLE said
Filipino workers in Iran and
Lebanon will no longer be forc-
ibly repatriated.

Bello said alert levels in
Iran and Lebanon have been
downgraded.

“Initially, the level of alert
for Iran, Iraq and Lebanon
are-the same—/{ Alert Level]| 4.
Although it was unofficial, I
was informed yesterday that
the alert level in Lebanon was
put down to level 2 and I un-
derstand that there’s no more
alert level in Iran,” Bello said
in a statement.

He stressed, however, that
deployment of Filipino work-
ers to Iran and Lebanon is still
prohibited.

The Philippine Overseas
Employment Administration

the Middle East.

“The President is correct.
You cannot take the words at
face value when it comes to
unspoken war like this. These
parties are planning retaliation
and retaliation to retaliation,
and the problem is there are
so many Filipinos there in
the Middle East,” Cayetano
added.

Yesterday, Defense Secre-
ta‘:%ﬁDelﬁn Lorenzana pre-
sided over a meeting of an
interagency committee created
to oversee the repatriation of
OFWs.

“The prime consideration
of the plan is the safety and
welfare of Filipinos in Iran,
Iraq and other neighboring
countries who may be af-
fected by the current situation
in the Middle East,” defense
spokesman director Arsenio
Andolong said.

“The committee will be
constantly monitoring the
situation between the United
States and Iran, and further
updates will be provided as
soon as they become avail-
able,” Andolong said.

(POEA), Bello said, will not
process any application for
jobs in the two countries.

For Speaker Alan Peter Cay-
etano, the raging tension be-
tween the US and Iran should
not justify the evacuation of all
Filipinos from the Middle East.

“Unless it's a-nuclear war —
God forbid and no one wants
that — our fellow Filipinos will
have nowhere to hide there (in
the Middle East), But if it's not
a nuclear war, there are areas
in the Middle East where we
can move and keep our OFWs

{overseas Filipino workers) for

safety,” he said in an ambush
interview. He also cited the “lo-
gistical nightmare of bringing
all of them home.”

He said Philippine ambas-
sadors in countries involved
in conflict situations should be
made to submit their respec-
tive contingency plans to the
Palace.

Cayetano said the gov-
ernment may also consider
sending unarmed military

Before departing for Bagh-
dad via Qatar on a Philippine
Airlines flight, Cimatu told
reporters they should not let
their guard down despite what
seemed to be the easing of ten-
sions between Iran and the US.

“] was told there are some
airlines still operating and
roads are still open so we will
take the opportunity to move
out our people in Iraq.”

Cimatu said the worst-case
scenario that should be con-
sidered in triation efforts
would be aftacks on US bases
in and around Kuwait, Bahrain
and Qatar.

He said every nation in the
Middle East has its missile
system, hence missile attacks
are always a scenario.

“They have the option to
press the trigger. We have to
be ready in case there will be
some incidents along the way,”
he said.

He also disclosed receiving
information that “about 1,600
Filipinos” have manifested
their desire to be repatriated.

“We are going to talk to
the undocumented OFWs’

persorinel to its embassies in
the Middle East.

“Time and time again, it has
been proven that when there’s
military, evacuation is more
organized... It is very hard for
embassies and embassy offi-
cials to secure the OFWs if the
embassy, embassy vehicles and
embassy official business is not
secured,” he said, citing the
country’s experience in Libya
as an example.

P20-B standby fund

The Speaker revealed the
government would need some
P20 billion in standby contin-
gency: funds to bankroll pos-
sible’repatriation of OFWs in
the Middle East if trouble in
the region escalates.

Duterte has called fora spe-
cial session of Congress ahead
of the resumption of session
on fan. 20 so it could map out
contingeney plans as well as
allocate funds necessary.

He said the President has
made the right move when he
insisted on having contingency
measures in place despite the
supposed easing of tensions in

families here in the country,
help them ask to move out and
go directly to the Philippine
embassy for possible repatria-
tion,” he said.

While 2016 data from the
Philippine Overseas Employ-
ment Administration showed
679 OFWs in Iran and Irag, la-
bor group Bukluran ng Mang-
gagawang Pilipino said there
could be “thousands more”
undocumented Filipings in
the region. :

Accordifig to the DFA web-

‘sitepAlert Level 4, which calls
- for evacuation or mandatory

repatriation, is issued “when
there is large-scale internal
conflict or full-blown external
attack.”

Bureau of Immigration (BI)
Commissioner Jaime Morente
said he has ordered all BI per-
sonnel at the Ninoy Aquino
International Airport (NAIA)
and other international ports
to be ready for any eventual-
ity should the conflict escalate
further. - With Pia Lee-Bra-
go, Rudy Santos, Robertzon
Ramirez, Mayen Jaymalin,
Edu Punay, Jaime Laude
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‘Unpredictable’ Mideast calls
for forced evacuation—Cimatu

By JoNATHAN L. MayuGa W @jonimayugn
& RENE ACOSTA ¥ @rencacosta BM

HE mandatory evacuation of
Filipinos out of Iraq will proceed
as planned to ensure their
safety amid the growing tension in the
Middle East, Environment Secretary .
and Special Envoy to the Middle East
Roy A. Cimatu said on Thursday.

A former Armed Forces of
the Philippines chief of staff,
Cimatu said despite the public
pronouncements from Tehran

This, even as Tehran and Wash-
ington separately signaled on
Thursday they will stop further
military hostilities.

“We are hoping for
the bast but we
would rather erren
the side of safety.
Over preparation is
better than under
preparation,”
—C(Cimaty

and Washington, the situation
remains unpredictable.

“It is better to err on the side
of safety,” he said. He flew to
Doha on Thursday afterncon on a
Philippine Ajrlines (PAL) flight to

~ carryouthismission to coordinate

interagency efforts on the ground
in the Middle East, to ensure the
protection of overseas Filipino
workers (OFWs).

Before leaving, Cimatu joined
an interagency meeting, presided
over by Defense Secretary Delfin
Lorenzana, of the committee cre-
ated to oversee the repatriation of
Filipines from the Middle East.

Pursuant to the directive of
President Duterte, Lorenzana
chajred the committee composed
of National Security Adviser Her-
mogenes Esperon Jr. as the vice
chairman, and the secretaries of
the Departmentof Foreign Affairs,
Department of Labor and Employ-
ment {DOLE), Department of En-
vironment and Natural Resources
(DENR]), Department of the Inte-
riot and Lacal Government (DILG),
and Departinentof Transportation
(DOTr) as members.

SEE "C1MATU," A2
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. Lorenzana cailed the meeting to “fine-

» tune” and coordinate the repatriation plan for

. the Filipinos in the Middle East in fight of the

+ tensions in Iraq and Iran.

¢ Labor Secretary Silvestre Bello Ifl, Interior

 SecretaryEduardoAfio, Transportation Sectetary

« Arthur Tugade, and Gimatu, together with the

* representatives of other member-agencies,

\attended the committee méeting.

“The prime consideration of the plan is the

 safety and welfare of Filipinos in Iram, Iraq,
and other neighboring countries, who may

“be affected by the current situation in the
Middte East,”DND Spokesman Director Arsenio
Andalong said.

. The AFP has afready been directed to
stand ready to deploy assets and personnel
to help Filipinos in affected countries return
home. The government is also seriously
censidering the use of commercial aircraft
and ships dueto the potentiallylarge number
of evacitees.

“The Committee will be constantly
manitoring the situation between the United
States and lran, and further updates will be
provided as soon as they become available,”

Andotong said.

‘Best time is now’

IN Cimatu’s view, “the best time to evacuate
Filipinos out of Iraq is now, while airperts are
still operating and the roads are dlear; while
there are stilf no miitary operations.”

Cimatu said a waorst-case scenario is a
simultaneous attack by Tehran targeting US
Embassies outside lrag, such as in Doha and
Bahrain.

He said this means military operations
become inevitable, airport operations may
cease and road blockades put up—making
the Filipinos”exit from conflict areas harder.

Hence, he said the plan to forcibly evacuate
Filipines out of Iraq stays, and it applies evenin
the case of Iran and Lebanon, saying they are
not taking any chances as the situation may
eventually get worse anytime, any day.

“We are hoping for the best but we would
rather err on the side of safety,” he said.

“Over preparation is better than under
preparation,” he safd.

Cimatu said he hasinstructions to move out
some 1,600 overseas Filipino workers (OFWs)
includingsome undocumented ones, “whilethe
Baghdad airports and roads are still open.” if
the "woerst-scenario occurs, we will never go
wrong ff we move now.”

In Boha, Gimaty will meet govefmment
representatives and the rapid response team
in Qatar to discuss how they will move out the
OFWs out of Iraq despite the easing of tension
to. the region, when Trump did not respond
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ta lran's rain of missiles on Baghdad facilities
hosting US troops. . -

“Wewill discussthe plan forthe repatiatior
of OFWs in some areas affected by the leve
4 mandatery annoucement. Level 4 means
mandatory repatriation,” he said, “as we
will coordinate logistic requirements for the
repatriation,’Cimatusaid duringa press briefing
at the airport’s dignitaries lounge.

“Assuming Baghdad is closed, we will goto
Erbil but there is no direct flight to Manila so
the OFWs will have to fly to Qatarand Dubai....
{wastold there are some airlinesstiil operating
and roads are still open so we will take the
opportunity to move out our peopie in Irag.”

(imatu said the worst-case scenarlo for
the ongoing repatriation efforts would be for
US bases in and around Kuwait, Bahrain and
Qatar to be targeted. o

Every-country in the Middle East has its
own missiles as the situation is unpredictable;
sometimes there are instances of surprise
missile attacks, Cimatusaid, adding, They have
the option to press the trigger. We have to be
readyin case there will be someincidents along
the way.”

According to Cimatu, the government
decidedtotakethesafestroutewithrepatriation
given the many other risks involved.

He said that repatriation in Lebanon was
notnecessarily because of thetension between
the US and Iran, but that they were simply
“preparing for possible actions of Hezhollah,
a mifitant group there,”

Once in Doha, Cimatu said he will
immediately call 2 meeting with Philippine
Embassy cffictals there. He said he needs
to know details of how embassy officials in
Baghdad plan to start moving Filipinos out of
trag. So far, he said around 1,600 Filipinos are
registered and ready for repatriation.

He wants to know: what vehicles are
available and how many can they transport
safely, the routes to be used and how to move
Filipinos to the Baghdad Airport; and, in case
flights are canceled, how to getoutof Baghdad
to the nearest airport as soon as possible.

“We are preparing for the warst but hope
for the best,” Cimatu said.

He said in Lebanon, because of the tension
now, it is best to prepare the repatriation. The
presence of a proxy of Iran in the area “might
change the complexion of the repatriation plan
in Lebanon.

“Right now, the repatriation in Lebanon
is because of fabor issues. But because of this
tension, we must expedite the repatriation,”he
said. “We cannot wait for postponement out
of Lebanon,” he said, adding that the nature
of the conflict Is unpredictable. “Anything can
happen, The probiem is also the time of the
attack. We cannot wait so we need to move
them out before the situation deteriorates,”
he said. With Recto 1. Mercene and Samuel P.
Medenille
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OFWs in Iran, Lebanon may stay
but evacuation from Iraq pushed

By MJ Blancaflor, Vito Barcelo and Joel E. Zurbano

HE government has called off the mandatory

repatriation of Filipinos in Iran and Lebanon

following what appeared to be a de-escalation of
tensions between Washington and Tehran.

Crisis Alert Level 4 remained in effect
in Irag, however, which means manda-
tory evacuation will push through for at
least 1,600 Filipino workers there, Labor
Secretary Silvestre’ Bello I said.

The Philippine Overseas Employment
Administration, moreover, will still not
process any application for deployment
of workers to Iran and Lebanon.

“Initially, the level of alert for lIran,

Irag, and Lebanon are the same at Alert
Level 4. Although it was unofficial, I was
informed yesterday that the alert level in
Lebanon was put down to level 2 and T
understand that there’s no more alert lev-
el in [ran,” Bello said in a statement.
Environment Secretary and former
special envoy to the Middle East Roy
Cimatu said now is the most opportune

Next page
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" time to move out the Filipinos in Iraq as ten-
sions diffuse.

“This is the time to get out while there are
no military operations,” said Cimatu, who is
bound for Qatar where he would oversee the
-evacuation efforts.

“We have to be ready in case there are in-
cidents,” Cimaty added.

Speaking on the ANC news channe], Su-
san Ople, a former labor undersecretary and
head of non-profit overseas Filipino workers
advocate group Blas F. Ople Policy Center,
said the government neexs to update its con-
tingency plans.

“*A massive repatriation may not be nec-
essary but it’s also good for the ¢risis com-
mittee of the Palace, DOLE (Department of
Labor and Employment), DFA (Department
of Foreign Affairs) to keep abreast of what's
going on,” she told ANC’s Early Edition,

- *"This ¢an be a good opportunity... t0 update

existing contingency plans, develop a network
of influencers in the community that embassies
can tap in case a crisis does erupt, and for our
crisis managers to touch base with the leaders
of these host government.”

The Burean of Immigration said it was brac-
ing for the possibie influx of refuming workers
if the crisis in the Middle East worsens.

Immigration Commissioner Jaime Mor-
ente has ordered all BI personnel at the
Ninoy Aquino International Airport and
other intemational ports to prepare and be
ready for any eventuality should the conflict
escalate further.

BI port operations division chief Grifton
Medina instructed airport heads to ensure
that all terminals are fully manned to ensure
the smooth processing of possible repatri-

-ates.

Manila Intemational Airport Authority
general manager Eddie Monreal on Thurs-
day alerted his men and ordered them to be
prepared for the expected influx of workers
from the Middie East.

“We will support government efforts the

Wi
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best we can, We shall provide holding areas
where OFWs can be processed and given
briefings. We are also ready to deploy our
medical team at the holding areas for those
who may need medical help upon arrival,”
the MIAA chief said.

The aitport authority is part of the inter-
agency team in repairiation and has been in-
volved in previous mass repatriations that the
government has undertaken in previous years,

Cimatu on Thursday urged Filipino work-
ers to move out of Iran and Iraq immediately.

“We are preparing for the worst, but hop-
ing for the best,” he said.

He said the situation in Iran and its neigh-
boring countries is “unpredictable,” and that
“the worst might come.”

“We have to move them out. We won't go
wrong if they move out,” he added.

*“The nature of the situation is unpredict-
able. Anything can happen in the form of of
attack or missile... The problem is [also] the
time of the attack. There is still time to repa-
triate while some airports are still open and
the roads, [t60),” he said.

President Rodrigo Duterte has designated
Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana as head
of a new govemment committee overseeing
the repatriation of citizens from the conflict
areas, Presidential Spokesman Satvador
Panelo said.

He said National Security Adviser Her
mogenes Esperon Jr. has been designated as
the vice chairman of the Committee.

Others members of the Committee were
Foreign Affairs Secretary Teodoro Locsin
Iz, Labor Secretary Silvestre Bello IT1, Envi-
ronment Secretary Roy Cimatu, Interior and
Local Government Secretary Eduardo Afio,
and Transportation Secretary Arthur Tugade.

The chairman of the House of Repre-
sentatives’ committee on labor, Rep. Enc
Pineda, on Thursday supported the order
of President Duterte to repatriate Filipino
workers in Iraq.

*1 call upon our 4,000 overseas Filipino
workers in Irag to closely coordinate with
our diplomatic post so that they may be able
to facilitate moving them from harm’s way,”
Pineda said. With Maricel V. Cruz
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_ Tuloy ang pagliikas sa mga apektadong OFW
Middle East. ayon kay Env?r’gr?rxnt Sec. Roy Gm?a?ua
na siya ring specual:mpv:g to Middle East. :
mlﬂhﬂal?n Ahayag ng Iran na tapos na
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Pangulo nakasuhayhay sa atake ng Iran atUS

TINIYAK ni Senator
Christopher “Bong” Go
na “closely monitored” ni
Pangulong Rodrigo
Duterte ang palitan ng
ag-atake ng Amerika at
ran sa isa’t isa.
Kaugnay nito, sinabi
ni Go na Ppinakilos ni
Pangulong Duterte ang
DND, A%:P, DFA at

maging si Secretary Roy
Cimatu para maseguro
ang repatriation ng mga
apektadong Filipino sa
{racl(at iba pang lugar na
apektado sa Middle East.

Ayon  kay = Go,
nagpapahanda ma rin ang
pangule ng pondo na
magagamit para sa
paglilikas sa mga Pinoy

dahil base sa itinaas na
alert level 4 ay kailangan
talagang mailikas ang
mga ababayan na
nagtatrabaho roon.
Inilinaw din ni Go na
'ASATF’ o agaran ang
kautusan ni Pangulong
Duterte na pag[lfilos para
masiguro ang kaligtasan

ng mga Filipino na

kinabibilangan ng 1,600
kabilang ang 400 naka-
pag-asawa na sa Iraq.
Dagdag ni 5o, base sa
napag-usapan sa pulong
ay gagamitin ang mga
asset ng gobyerno sa
paglilikas gaya nﬁ C-130,
mga barko ng Navy at
Philippine Coast Guard.
(CYNTHIA MARTIN)
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| mga Pinoy warker.

KINATAWAN lsa-isang sinasagot ni Environment Secreatry Roy Cimatu ang
mga mamamahayag sa isang pulong balitaan bago ito lumipad pa-Doha, Qatar
kung saan tuluyang tutungo sa Baghdad, Irag para sa posibleng paglilikas ng
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Nueva Vizcaya

A

By Ben Moses Ebreo

BAYOMBONG, Nueva Vizcaya—Offi-
cials of the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources have anneunced
that three road and bridge projects have
been completed in the province.

Edgar Martin, Provineial Environment

contracts in 2018, were already turned
over to the concerned local government
units,” Martin said.

He said the 60 lineal meter Ammueg
Bridge will benefit 135,300 upland farm-
ers in Ambaguio, while the tire paths
will ease transport burdens of 1,800 vil-
lagers in Kayapa.

l NEREARECA Y
DT L T LY, SEUTY. P PEY s ..'.*s.-;.'.-;.u:'.u;J.u.m%th.‘lM,.;,‘

A Venvs

and Natural Resources officer, said the
corpleted projects were the P19-million
construction of the Lower Ammueg Bridge
Reinforced Congrete Deck Girder in Amba-
guio town, the Pll-million Pallas-Nansia-
kan Tire Path, and the P18-million Nursery-
Capacnaan Tire Path in Kayapa town.
“These projects, which were awarded

These projects were funded by the
DENR under the Agroforestry Support
Facilities component of the Forest Man-
agement Project. .

“These projects will improve the
agroforestry productivity of our partner
people’s organizations and uplift their
economic status,” Martin added.
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DENR resumes public hearing
for proposed Bacoor, Cavite
land-reclamation projects

By JonaTHAN L. MaYyuGA W @jonlmayuga

(DENR}and thelocal governmentunit (LGU) of Bacoor, Cavite,
have resumed public hearing on Thursday for two massive
land-reclamation projects along Manila Bay.

The public hearing for the proposed 320-hectare Bacoor Reclama-
tion and Development Project and proposed 100-hectare Diamond
Reclamation and Development Project, was held at the Bacoor City
Gymnasium, and was spearheaded by the DENR’s Environmental
Management Bureau (EMB).

DENR and the Bacoor LGU have earlier posted publicannounce-
ments about the public hearing at the City Hall and barangays
halls of Bacoor last week to the surprise of community-based or-
ganizations who have expressed strong opposition to the project.

The public hearing was held after Sen. Cynthia Villar and the pro-
ponents of the project reached an agreement that major issues and
concerns raised by various stakeholders on the multibillion land-
reclamation projects willbe addressed, Environment Undersecretary
for Climate Change and Mining Concerns Analiza R. Teh told the
BUSINESSMIRROR in an interview.

Villar, whose political bailiwick includes Las Pifias, earlier ex-
pressed alarm over the potential environmental impact of the proj-
ectand grilled DENR officials during a budget hearing last year. She
said a study showed that Las Pifias City will go under floodwater
should the project, also called dump-and-fill to pave the way for the
development of Bacoor’s “central business district” projected to be
bigger than the Bonifacio Global City, is implemented. This com-
pelled officials of the DENR to issue a statement that the project
will be discontinued.

Strong opposition to the ambitious development projects was
made by the Alyansa ng rnga Magdaragat sa Bacoor, Cavite, a lo-
calchapter of the Pambansang Lakas ng Kilusang Mamamalakaya
ng Pilipinas (Pamalakaya), who questioned the project’s wisdom,
especially nowbecause Manila Bay is currently the subject of mas-
sive rehabilitation works by the Duterte administration.

They alleged that any development project would further cause
theeconomicdislocation of smallfishermen and coastal communi-
ties, and cause the death of Bacoor's, otherwise, thriving oysterand
mussel industry. Bacoor is the acknowledged birthplace of oyster
and mussel farming which started in the mid-1950s.

Teh said the project was not really stopped, and neither was it
abandoned by the project proponents, saying it was the conduct of
the public hearing that was temporarily suspended.

The agency's supervising official for the Mines and Geoscienc-
es Bureau (MGB) who was designated by Environment Secretary
Roy A. Cimatu tooversee the operation of the EMB, Teh admitted
that the agency has no power to stop the project given that land-
reclamation projects is not within the agency’s mandate and au-
thority, but that of the Philippine Reclamation Authority (PR4A).

“The DENR, through the EMB, was onlyinformed about the agree-
ment reached by the Office of Senator Villar, and the project propo-
nents. And the DENR has no power or authority to stop it, really, as
land reclamation is under the mandate and authority of the PRA,”
she said in a mix of English and Filipino.

However, she said as mandated by the environmental impact
statement law, the DENR has the power to grant, or reject, the ap-
plicatien for environmental compliance certificate (ECC) which
requires the conduct of a public hearing,

THE Department of Environment and Natural Resources

A
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She said further studies may be required of the project
proponents while in the process of securing the ECC, assur-
ing the public that the various environmental, and socioceco-
nomic issues and concerns previously raised by environmental -
groups, people’s organizations and community-based groups
will be addressed.

“Maybe we canalso require the conduct cost-benefit analysis on
top of environmental impact assessment because we are talking
about the displacement of hundreds of people,” she said.

Teh added that she will initiate a meeting between the Manila
Bay Task Force composed of the DENR, Department of the Interior
and Local Government, Department of Tourism and other concerned
national government agencies, the Bacoor LGUand its private-sector
partner for the project, and the DENR’s Manila Bay Coordinating
Office, to discuss the projects’ potential impact on the ongoing ef-
forts to clean up Manila Bay.

“We really need to sit down, and talk about this to know what's
the impact of the project on the ongoing rehabilitation of Manila
Bay. The public hearing is just a step leading to the issuance or rejec-
tion of the ECC. It’s a long way to go before actual land reclamation .
happens,” she assured. I
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Angat’s water level
can hold until next
rainy season - NWRB

By ELLALYN DE VERA-RUIZ

espite being below its normal
high water level, the continued
increase in Angat Dam’s water
level is still significant to extend

the supply of water until the next rainy
season in June, according to the Nationa!l
Water Resources Board (NWRB).

It said the rising water level “will help
stretch ampie water supply for Metro Ma-
nila and its neighboring provinces until the
next rainy season

comes.”

Based on the
latest monitor-~
ing of the Philip-
pine Atmospheric,
Geophysical, and
Astronomical Ser-
vices Administra-
tion (PAGASA), the
water level in An-
gat Dam slightly
increased to 204.39
meters on Thurs-

day from 204.28 meters
last Wednesday.

It is still 8 meters
short of the 212-me-
ter normal high water
level to fully supply the
domestic and irrigation
requiremernts of Metro
Manila and nearby prov-
inces.

However, the NWRB is
optimistic that the addi-
tional water helps stretch
the supply until the rainy
season starts in June.

NWRBB Executive Di~
rector Sevillo David Jr.
said water allocation
from Angat Dam for
this month is 40 cubic
meters per second (cm)
for Metropolitan Wa-
terworks and Sewerage
System (MWSS), while
10 ¢m for the National
Irrigation Administra-
tion (NIA).

The reduction of al-
location from its norrmal
number is a management
measure to ensure that
water supply is sustained
in the critical summer
months this year, he ex-
plained. The normal al-
location is 46 c¢m for
domestic requirements
and 40 cm for irrigation
needs.

“The government is
working steadfastly to
efficiently manage the
limited water resources,”
he added,.

Angat Dam is being
monitored by a techni-
cal working greup com-
posed of NWRB, PAGASA,
MWSS, NIA and National
Power Corporation.

NWRB asked the pub-
lic to do its part in the
responsible utilization of
water, noting that “sim-
ple water conservation
measures that can save
at least one liter a day
equate to unutilizedz
ter in Angat Dam.” "r',"
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CITY OF MALGOCLOS—Thou-
sands of rice farmers preparing
for their second cropping in Bu-
facan and Pampanga provinces
will receive more irrigation al-
locations from Angat Dam this
month, National Irrigation Ad-
ministration (NIA) officials said.
Felix Robles, the NIA water
control chief in Bulacan, said
the National Water Resources
Board (NWRB) had approved
the 20-cubic-meter-per-second
allocation for 21,000 hectares of
rice fields in the two provinces.
The NWRB started to cut the
allocation for farmers last month
since the Angat Dam reservoir’s
water-level had been dropping.
Seventeen farming towns
in the two provinces get their
irrigation water supply from
the dam through lower Bustos

Dam, also in Bulacan.
Angat Dam is alsc the major

source of water for domestic

consuzmption in Metro Manila.

Delay

Monscon rains had raised
the dam’s stock to around a me-
ter daily since last week, prompt-
ing Bulacan farmers to seek ad-
ditional allocation up to 30 cimns.

Ildefonso Canquin, a farm
leader in Bulacan, said the lack
of allocation for irrigation had
delayed their second cropping
that should have started in No-
vember or early December.

Robles said the NIA had been
releasing about 10 to 14 cms of
water to irrigate farms in five
towns in Bulacan and four towns
in-Pampanga since December.

But Canquin said the other

BULACAN, PAMPANEA FARMERST0GETNORE RIGATON AATERFROM AEATDAW

farms in Bulacan had yet to re-
ceive their allocation.

Last week, Bulacan Gaov.
Daniel Fernando asked the
NIA and the NWRB to increase
the - allocation for farmers.
Although the NWRB had ap-
proved the 20-cms allocation
for irrigation, no schedule had
been set yet for the release.

Pantabangan Dam

In Nueva Ecija province,
the water level at Pantaban-
gan Dam has not reached the
targeted elevation to irrigate
128,014.53 ha of rice fields cov-
ered by the Upper Pampanga
River Integrated Irrigation

System (UPRIIS) in the prov-
ince as well as in Pampanga
and Bulacan.

© According to UPRIIS, the

water level at Pantabangan
Dam oniy reached 212 meters
above sea level, 5 m short of the
target by the end of the rainy
Season.

Rosalinda Bote, UPRIIS de-
partment manager, said 6,000
ha of farms in the outskirts of
Nueva Ecija and Tarlac prov-
.ince, particularly Anao town,
would not be irrigated due to
the limited dam stock.

But Bote said the affected
farmers would get assistance
from the government.

She said the Department
of Agriculture would distrib-
ute seeds for high value crops
while the NWRBE offered to con-
duct cloud seeding operations
over the Pantabangan Dam.
—REPORTS FROM CARMELA REYES-
ESTﬁOPE AND ARMAND GALANG INQ

T T I T T T AT T T e T T T e e

WATER SOURCE The Angat Dam, shown in this June 2019
photo with its dwindling reservoir level, is a major water source
of households and businesses in Metre Manila. The dam also
supplies the irrigation needs of farms in Central Luzon.

GRIG ¢. MOMTEGRAMDE
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Farmlands get higher
Irrigation supply

By Rex Estuye Espiritu to the improvernent of water levels in the
Angat Dam.

. MALOLOS, ; Bu}acan o This was following appeals by

National Water Resources ¢y niers to government officials to

Board (NWRB) increased intercede on their behalt with the

allocation for the
of Bulacan due

the water

NWRE for ar increase in the allocation
farmlands

of irrigation water supply.

NWRB Executive Director Sevillo
David Jr. said Moenday that the water
board reviewed and discussed the
water level improvement of the Angat
Dam, which is the main soutce of
Metro Manila’'s potabie water as wejl
as irrigation for rice lands of Bulacan
and some parts of Pampanga.

Data from the Provincial Disaster Risk
Redugction Management Office (PDRRMO)
of Bulacan's monitoring showed that
Angal Dam’s water level increased to
204.29 meters from 201.60 meters as of
5 p.m. of 31 December last year.

“This is an increase of 2.79 meters
on the dam’s water elevation, however,
this is stil} below the desired water level
of 212 meters by this time,” PDRRMO
head Liz Mungecal éxplained.

With this, the NWRB will give an
increased allocation to the Metropolitan
Waterworks and Sewerage System of
42 cubic meters per second (e¢ms)
for Metro Manila and nearby cities
and muricipalities of Bulacan and
Rizal, while the National Irrigation
Administration received an increase of
20 cms for irrigation for the provinces
of Bulacan and Pampanga for the month
of January
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Baguio City
gears for
rehab

The commitment to our
mandate to sell and protect
our natural attractions
remains our paramount
objective

By Aldwin Quitasol

BAGUIO CITY — The nation's summer
capital is all ears in seeking solutions to
its various problems as three government
agencies will meet with Baguio City
government executives to discuss the city’s
intensive rehabilitation plan this week,

Baguio officials Mayor Benjamin
Magalong and Rep. Mark Go will be
meeting with Environment Secretary Roy
Cimatu, Tourism Secretary Bernadette
Romulo-Puyat and Department of the
Interior and Local Government (DILG)
chief Eduardo Afio today to discuss
Baguio City’s prevailing problems of
traffic congestion, pollution, urban
decay and over-tourism,

“The commitment to our mandate to
sell and protect our natural attractions
remains our paramount objective. It
is a shared responsibility, however,
among government and our people to
be responsible stewards of our planet,”
Romulo-Puyat said in a statement.

Priority areas to be tackled include
the Burnham Park rehabilitation, the
construction of pay parking buildings,
interventions on improving the quality of
waste water, water quality management
and solid waste management,

The group will also discuss
sustainable infrastructure rehabilitation
projects on the carrying capacify of
Baguio, La Trinidad, Itogon, Sablan,
Tuba and Tublay as well as other plans
to revitalize and decongest these areas. 5

The City Planning and Development }
Coordinator and the Baguio City Tourism
Office will also give situational reports
to the group on the tourism situation
and land use plan.

Aside from this, the team will make
ocular visits to the sewage treatment
plant, the Balili River and the Irisan
sanitary landfill,

Magalong advised the people
of Baguio to brace for the coming
rehabilitation, further clarifying that
unlike the rehabilitation of Boracay, the
city will not be closed to tourism.
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! By Jigger J. Jerusalem
@IngNational
L MAMBAJAO, CAMIGUIN—

Long positioned as a prime
tourist destination in Northern
Mindanao region, leaders of
Camiguin now want to regulate
the influx of visitors to the tiny
island province to ensure that
its natural riches remain intact.

On Tuesday, Gov. Jurdin Je-
sus Romualdo said one way to
protect the province’s natural
resources was to regulate the
entry of tourists to the opti-
| mum that it could handle.

“We are happy to share that
we have started since last year
[the] first steps toward estab-
lishing carrying capacity limits
in our ecotourism sites, to de-
termine the maximum number
& of people that can be sustained
i by the environment,” Romual-
.| do said in his state of the prov-
ince address at Camiguin Con-
| vention Center here.

He said he wanted to have a
£ computed total carrying capacity
i for tourists for the entire island.
E “Before, we wanted to have
as many people comning in. But it
wasn't right. There should be a
carrying capacity to sustain our
environment,” Romualdo said.
From January to September
last year, the province recorded
more than 500,000 tourists, an
average of 55,000 a month or
close to 2,000 in a day.
Romualdo noted the in-
crease in tourist influx owing to
' the opening of daily flights to
the island from Cebu province,
and flights from Manila five
times a week.

Protecting ecosystem

He said there was a need to
protect and conserve Camiguin’s
ecosystemn amid the increase in
the number of tourists.

With an area of 238 square
kilometers, Camiguin has go,000
peaple-in five towns. It is popu-

STUDY ON ISLAND’S CARRYING CAPACITY

| GCAMIGUIN EYES GAP
ONTOURIST ARRIVALS

Before, we wanted
to have as many

people coming in.
But it wasn’t right

Jurdin Jesus Romualdo
Camiguin Governor

lar for its beaches, sandbars and
springs. Its hiking trails around
the active Hibok-Hibok volcano
are also a major attraction.

During Holy Week, Catho-
lic devotees trek to the volcano
through the Panaad Walkway
that features the stations of the
Cross.

Ancther tourist drawer is the
Lanzones Festival every October.

Livelihood activities

Officials also want to pro-
mote local livelihood activities
like crop production that will
not harm the environment. Al-
ready, the provincial environ-
ment and natural resources of-
fice has focused on expanding
and protecting the province’s
forest cover, enhancing biodi-
versity conservation, and de-
veloping its marine and coastal
ecosysten.

Romualdo also emphasized
the need for farmers to switch
to organic agriculture to pre-
serve the soil.

“While it is good to note
the economic gains of having
numerous investments in Ca-
miguin, residents and visitors
should make sure that the is-
land’s environment is healthy
and its tourist sites sustained
so these could be enjoyed by
more people in the years to
come,” he said. wva

p1=-10-20
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Diving into the zero-waste lifestyle

ALLUSTRATION BY ARLANA MARALIT

his January we celebrate
National Zero Waste Month,
and that means promot-
ing a zero-waste
lifestyle. Here is Manila
Bulletin Lifestyle’s
helpful primer on
all things zero-
waste to help
you get en-
gaged in the
movemant,
with ques-
tions asked
by the hypo-
thetical YOU.

¥OoUu: So,
what exactly is
the zero-wasre
meovement?

MB LIFESTYLE: The
Zero-waste movement is a
snindset rathex than a hard target,
The goal is to produce zero waste and
eliminate all trash and garbage. This is
a lifestyle that can be adopted by indi-
viduals, companies, and countries. Ac-
cording to Bea Johason, author of Zere
Waste Home, peaple who live zero-waste
lifestyles do so by following a series of
prnciples defined by the 5Rs.

YOU: 58s? Doesn't she mean 3Rs?
MB LIFESTYLE: While many pecple
are familiar with the 3Rs, proponents
of zero-waste lifestyles suggest that
there are In fact 5Rs we as individu-
als show!d be concerned with: Refuse,
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, and Rot.

YOU: Hold on, shouldn’t companies
and corporations get invelved in this
movement tao?

MB LIFESTYLE: You are absobutely
right! Even our lecal, natonal, and in-
ternational governments and leaders!
Currently, our products are made with
a cradle-to-grave model. At the end of
aproduct’s life, it gets dumped sorne-

where, creating waste, trash, garbage,

however you call it. For companies to

adopt a zero-waste lifestyle,

products need to be

made with a closed

loop cradle-to-

cradle model:

the resources

* that go into

a product

should be

repurposed

for other

uses ar the

end of the

product’s

lifecycle,

just like in

nature where

one part of the

ecosystem helps
sustain another.

YOU: Well, that sounds like
a good idea, but it also sounds like a
lot of work. Why should we care about
National Zero Waste Month?

MB LIFESTYLE: The lifestyle most
of us currently adopt Is not sustain-
able for our planet, and the 3Rs of re-
duce, reuse, and recycle are simply not
enough to save us. According
to the British Royal Sta-
tistics Seciety, only
nine percent of
all plastics get
recycled, the
rest is either
thrown into
landfills,
burned in
fires that
create
smoke that
damages our
atmoesphere,
ordumped into
the ocean. The
World Economic
Forum suggested

REDUCE

that the arnount
of waste
dumped into
the ocean
"Is eguiv-
alent to
dumping
the con-
tents of
one gar-
bage truck
into the
ocean per
minuge”.

¥YOU: That
does not sound very
good...

MB LIFESTYLE: It really, really,
really isn’t. By reducing waste we
not only conserve our resources, but
we also minimize the water and air
pollution that contxibute to climate
change.

YOU: Okay, so what do [ do now?
MB LIFESTYLE: This month, we
are publishing articles by the youth
of the Philippines on the zero-waste
movement. You can check them out on
our websire, or you can even send us
an article through mblife-

and we will get back
to yOU as seon as
we can.

Most im-
portant,
do what
you can to
minimize
your waste,
encourage
the people

areund you

as well, and

do not be afraid

to demand mote
of companies and
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‘Never doubt that

a small group

of thoughtful
committed citizens
can change the
world. Indeed, it's the
only thing that ever
has." —Margaret
Mead

REFUSE

the government.
in the wotds
of Margaret
Mead, “Nev-
er doubt that
a small group
of thoughtful
committed citi-
zens can change
the world. [n-
deed, it's the
gnly thing that
ever has.”

RECYCLE
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Eco group bewails mounds
of trash left by devotees

By CHITO A, CHAVEZ

CQuezon City-based envi-
ronmental group EcoWaste
Coalition on Thursday ex-
pressed extreme frustration
over the mounts of trash left
behind by the devotees of
‘Traslacion 2020.,

“Soon after the carriage
bearing the revered image left
Quirino Grandstand, we saw
lots of bins and bags teeming
with- mixed garbage, includ-
ing sleeping materials, food
leftovers, urine-filled plastic
bottles, dirty diapers, and
hordes of single-use plastics,”

the group said in a statement. |

“Despite the signage warn-
ing visitors that the law pe-
nalizing littering is ‘strictly’
enforced at the sprawling park,

some people recklessly threw
their rubbish anywhere, which
government workers and vol-
unteers from church, school
and environmental groups had
to pick up,” it added.

‘Every year, EcoWaste Co~
alition had pleaded to the
devotees of the Black Nazarene
to maintain cleanliness along
the procession route and sur-,
rounding areas. But the pleas
have not decreased the amount -
of garbage that is left behind.

“The repeated call by vari-
ous sectors, including the
Manila City Government, Qui-
apo Church and the EcoWaste
Coalition, for an environmen -
tally-responsible expression
of piety and devotion again
fell on deaf ears,” the group
lamented.
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Tone-toneladang
basura!

e e e e —

TONE-TONELADANG basura na naman ang nahakot
matapos ang isinagawang Traslacion kahapon.

Noon lamang nakalipas na buwan matapos ang holiday
seasons, sangkaterba o tone-tonelada ring basura ang nahakot
partikular sa mga pampublikong lugar at mmga pasyalan.

Nagkaroon ng kalamidad sa mga pagtama ng bagye, hindi
nga ba’t ganito rin ang naging separyo, ang makahakot ng
sangkaterbang basura lalo na sa mga baybayin.

Hindi nauubos, hindi kumokonti bagkus parami pa nang
parami ang mga nahahakot na basura.

Mga basura na itinapon na lang sa kung saan-saan ng mga

& :
« GUS RBELGAS

pasaway nating kababayan.

Garbage crisis, ‘yan na ang paniwalang nagaganap sa bansa dahil sa mga nahahakot
na basura.

Kaya nga konting pag-ulan lang nandiyan na ang nararanasang matinding mpga pagbaha.
Kasi nga nababarahan na ng basura ang mga daluyan ng tubig, kanal o estero.

Matinding problema ang kinakaharap ng bansa ukol dito.

Nakikita lamang dahilan dito ay kawalan ng disiplina ng marami.

Ang nakakalungkot bakit pagdating sa sarili nilang bansa, hindi magawang maging disipli-
nado 0 magawa ang maayos na pagtatapen ng basura sa tamang lugar.

Pero kapag dumayo sa ibang bansa, tila bantay na bantay ang sarili at kahit maliit na basura
ibubulsa.

Sa taong ito, inaasahan na rin ang pag-ban sa paggamit ng plastic . Inaasahang sa ganitong
paraan bahagyang makakabawas ng basura sa kapuluan.

Sana ay hindi dito matapos ang pagsisikap na masolusyunan ang matinding problema sa
basura bagkus simulan ang solusyon sa sarili o indibiduwal na bahagi.
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TREES OF HOPE

Suntrust Properties, Inc. conducted a tree planting activity today, Dec. 23, 2019. A total of
100 seedlings were planted in Cavite under its Suntrust Cares Program in an effort to raise
environmental awareness. Joining the initiative were Municipal Environment and Natural

Resource Office of Tanza representatives led by Mr. Menandro R. Dimaranan, staff Bombie
Santillan and Alex Tahimic.
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'Hot logs' nasabat

| . sa Nueva Ecija

I GEN. TINIO, Nueva Ecija
[ Aabot sa 320 board feet
ng kahoy na nakasakay sa
dalawang tricycle ang sunud-
sunod na nasabat ng pulisya na
ikinaaresto ng dalawang katao
sa Barangay Rio Chico at Bgy.
Concepcion sa nasabing bayan,
kamakailan,

Sa ulat ni Capt. Gregorio
Bautista, hepe ng Gen. Tinio
Police, naharang nila ang isang
tricycle na may kargang kahoy
sa Bgy. Rio Chico, nitong Martes,
dakong 5:50 ng umaga.

Inaresto ang drayber na si
Alvin Bacani, 26, binata ng
Bgy. Concepcion nang walang

maipakitang dokumento para sa
dalang 250 borad feet na kahoy na
nagkakahalaga ng P7,000.00.

Dakong 6:15 ng umaga
haman nang parahin ng mrnga
awtoridad ag isa ring tricycle
sa Bgy. Concepcion, dahil sa
kargang kahoy,

Agad na dinakip ang driver
nito na si Lito Evangelista, 55,
may-asawa, magsasaka, taga-
Sitio Pantay.

Ayon pa kay Bautista, resulta
lamang ito ng pinaigting nilang
kampanya kontra illegal logging
operations sa Jalawigan,

Light A. Nolasco
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ﬂil‘lﬂ A BJt) o E&!‘A Master Plan and
Fuﬁhll el .- mo: h Tourist destinations

in Northern tSemta E Dver of the master pian was -

recently held at the mpartment of Envmmme 'an Hatnml Re.:nurces {DENR) head office in

guezon City. Also in Ep hoto are CEZA's Special Assistants Raymond T, Roquero (left) and Robert
ipso (ng t) and DENR Undersecretary Jonas Leones (fourth from le [5
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Nasabat ng mga miyembro ng Department
of Environment and Natural Resources-Quaran-
ting-Pangasinan (DENRQ-Pang) kahapon ang
kulang-kulang sa 2,000 kilo ng karne ng baboy na
pinaghihinalaang may African Swine Fever (ASF)
sa Barangay West, Rosales, Pangasinan.

Ayon sa DENRQ-Pang, ang mga karne ng baboy
na kanilang nasabat ay nangyari bandang alas-
11:05 ng umaga sa isang checkpoint sa nasabing
barangay.

Sa report ng nasabing ahensiya, ang mga nasa-
hing kame ay lhilan ng isang Elf van na may con-

Ididiliber na sana sa mall; Karnen

CARIOON

may ‘swine fever' naharang

duction sticker 1-104-0856 na pag-aari ng Atkins
Import and Export Inc. na nakabase sa Mecauayan,
Bulacan.

Sinabi ng DENRQ-Pang, ang nasabat na mga
karne ay idi-deliver sana sa Robinson’s Mall sa Da-
gupan City, Pangasinan. 2

Sinabi ng DENRQ-Pang sa Abante na ang mga
kumpiskadong kame ng baboy ay dadalhin sa lokal
na meat inspection bureau para maeksamin.

Sa ngayon, patuloy ang ginagawang checkpoint
ng nasabing ahensiya sa mga pumapasok sa bayan
ng Pangasinan. (Ali:n Bergonia)

3 53 o
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PANINIWALA nga ng ma-
ramli sa atin, maikfi lamang
ang ating paglalakbay sa
buhay na ito, kaya naman
dapat na gawin itong maka-
buluhan sa pamamagﬂan

taong , feang
dekada, lubos na nagpa-
pasalamat ang inyong ling-
kod sa Dakitang Pangl-
noon para sa isang mabl-
yaya, mabunga at matatag
na nagdaang nakaraang
dekada {2007 - 2018).

Sa nagdaang labing-tat-
long tacn ay mas lalo kong
naintindihan kung bakit mula
sa Accountancy ay napadpad
ako sa mundo ng mass me-
dia. Sadyang dito ako itinulak

ngkapataran Upang makapag-
bigay ng paglilingkod sa ating
mga kababayan na bagamat
nangangaliangan ng tulong ay
determinadiong mismeong ma-
tulungan ang sarili, iba ito sa
mga taong iniaasa ang huhay
sa iba. Ibig kong sabhin, da-
patna positibo pa in ang pag-
uugali ng binibigyan ng tulong
at nakikita mo na sa kanyang
kakayahan ay sadya siyang
kumikilos at may ginagawang
pansariling diskarte. Napa-

PAEI'M’ASA[AMAT SA
MAKABULUHANG BUHAY

kasarap tulungan ng mga ga-
nitong klase ng tac.
Paglilinaw lang din po ng
inyong lingkod, nagiging ins-
trumento lamang ako ng mga
kaibigan at kakilala na may
mabuting kalooban na nais
magpaabot ng tuiong pero
ayaw nilang malantad ang

- kanilang mga mukha sa so-

cial media. Ako ang kanilang
isinasalang bilang mukha ng
pagtufong upang makapagbr-
gay na fin ng inspirasyon sa
marami pang may mabubu-
ting kalooban. Ang pagtulong
ay wala sa halaga, pupuwe-
deng ibahagi ang oras,
kakayahan o kagalingan o
anumang meron ka.

Kaya sa ngalan ng mga
napag-abutan nafin ng tulong,
pag-asa at inspirasyor nga-
yong taon, maraming salamat
s3 aking mga anonymous
friend donors sa patuloy na
pagtitiwala at paniniwala sa
kabutihan. Sa tuwina, ang
Daidlang Diyos na lamang ang
siyang bahalang magbalik ng
inyong nagagawang kabutl
han

Maliban samga kaibigan
may malalambot na puso,
kredibilidad at pakikisama rin
ang siyang puhunannginyong
lingkad kung kaya't madali
tayong makakuha ng tufong

sa mga ahensiya ng pama-
halaan katulad ng Presidential
Complaint Center (PCC), Phi-
lippine Charity Sweepstakes
Office (PCSO), Lung Center
of the Philippines (LCP}, Na-
tiona) Children Hospital (NCH),
Quirino Memorial Medical
Center, (QMMC) Philippine
Heatth Insurance Corporation
(PHILHEALTH), Bureau of In-
temal Revenue {BIR), Social
Security System (SSS5), Pag-
IBIG Fund, Depariment of En-
vironment and Natural Re-
sources {DENR), Departiment
of Labor and Employment
(DOLE), Caritas Manila, Du-
gong Alay, Dugtong Buhay,
Inc. (DADBY), Dr James G. Dy,
President ng Chinese Gene-
ral Hospital and Medicat Cen-
ter at iba pang mga orga-
nisasyon.

Bukednga sa mga naku-
ha kong iba't ibang parangal

ANG INYONG
LINGKOD

DR. HILDA €. ONG

nitong mga nakaraang taon,
nais ko po, nagpapasalamat
muli 52 DABDI, sa Department
of Labor and Employment
{DOLE), at sa PlA para samga
pagkilala sa taong 2019. Na-
kakapawl ng pagod ang mga
ito. Nagpapasalamat din aka
sa mga kasamahan ko sa
Radio Veritas 846 kHz, sa
DWIZ 882 kHz, sa mga kaibi-
gan ko sa MBC-DZRH at

abangan po ninyo ang na-’

lalapit na pagbabalik ng
'Health & Travel @ Semisyo
Publike' sa DWBL 1242 kHz
sa buwan ng Marso.

May nagtanong sa akin

minsan kung papasukin ko
raw ba ang magulong pulitika
kung kaya tayo tumutulong?
Hindi po, wala po sa isipan ko
ang pulitka. May pestsyon o

wala ay handa pong tumu-
fong ang inyong fingkod batay
sa aking kapasidad at kakaya-
han. Hindi po ako milyonar-
ya, rmga kaibigang may gi-

nintuang puso lamang ang
nagbibigay suporta sa ating
mga gawain at adbokasiya.

Sa taong 2020 at sa
bagong dekada, ipagpapatu-
loy ng inyong lingkod ang afing
paghahatid ng agarang ser-
hisyo at adbokasiyang rmaka-
katulong sa mga mamama-
yan katulad ng tamang kaala-
manatang ating Tanggal Kuto'
campaign kasama ng ating

mga parners.

Katulad ni Pope Francis,
hiing ko lang ay isama ninyo
ako sa inyong mga panala-
ngin para sa mas maayos na
kalusugan at kaligtasan.

EDITORIAL  CARTQON
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