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DENR to LGUs: Put up affordable landfills

By RHODINA VILLANUEVA

The establishment of
sanitary landfills should be
affordable to ensure that
more local government units
{LGUs) will have their own
solid waste management
facility, according to
Environment Secretary Roy
Cimatu.

“Make the establishmerit
and operation of a sanitary
landfill simpler and less

[T

costly without sacrificing
the main objective of proper
garbage disposal, which is
to prevent lecheate from
going to waterways,”
Cimatu said.

He instructed Department
of Environment and Natural
Resources Undersecretary
for Solid Waste Management
and LGU Concerns Benny
Antiporda to “review and
revise” the implementing
rules and regulations of

Republic Act %{103 or the
Ecological Solid Waste
Management Act “to make
way for better and bigger
sanitary landfills.”

The putting up of sanitary
landfills is mandated under
RA 9003.

Cimatu lamented that
only 10 percent of LGUs
nationwide have sanitary
landfills two decades after
the law was enacted.

Cimatu said adjacent

municipalities or cities
could pool their resources to
establish a common sanitary
landfill.

He said LGUs could avail
themselves of government
loans, citing what the
Development Bank of the
Philippines is offering under
its green financing program.

Cimatu said LGUs should
come up with a scheme to
pay the loan, such as through
the collection of tipping fees.
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DENR to ease rules on sanitary landfills

BY JED MACAPAGAL

THE Depattment of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources
{DENR) is planning to make the
establishment and operation of
sanitary landfills easier and less
expensive.

The DENR said sanitary land-
fill is the waste disposal method
allowed under the Ecological
Solid Waste Management Actof
2000, which local government
units (LGUs) are duty-bound
to follow.

However, Environment
Secretary Roy Cimatu said
many LGUs find it difficult
to comply with the law, as
building and maintaining a
sanitary landfill can be costly
and complicated.

“Make the establishment and
operation of a sanitary landfill
simpler and less costly without
sacrificing the main objective
‘of proper garbage disposal,
which s to prevent lecheate from
going to waterways,” Cimatu
expressed.

As patt of the plan he in-

structed Benny Antiporda,
DENR undersecretary for solid
waste management and LGL
concerns, to review and revise

Bearing the cost. Adjacent municipalities and cities are urged te cluster together and pool their resources to establish a
common sanitary landfill.

the Implementing Rules and
Regulations of the Ecological
Solid Waste Management Act of
2000 “to make way for better and
bigger sanitary landfills.”

At present, only 10 percent
of concerned LGUs nationwide
have sanitary landfills, two dec-
ades after the law was enacted,
according to Cimatu.

In order to comply with the

law, he is urging adjacent mu-
nicipalities and cities to cluster
together and pool their resources
to establish a common sanitary
landfill apart from availing of
government loans, particularly
the one being offered by the
Development Bank of the Phil-
ippines under its green financing
program,

With this, LGUs can come up

with a scheme to pay back the
loan, such as through collection
of tipping fees, Cimatu said.

A sanitary landfill is a solid
waste management facility that
utilizes an engineered method
of waste disposal, primanly
for municipal solid waste to be
processed in a manner that can
protect public health and the
environment.
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MADAL, MURANG PARAAN
SAPAGTATAYO NG SANITARY
LANDFILLS NAIS NI CIMATU

MAIS nl Environment Secretary Roy A. Cimaiu na ma-
gina madali at mura ang pagpapatayo at pagpapatak-
o ng sanitary landfills upang magkaroon ang locai
government units ng kanilang solid waste manage-
ment facility lalo na ngayong lumalala ang problema
sa garbage collection at disposal 52 banza,

Ang sanltary landfill ay ang wasta disposal method na
pinapayagan sa ilalim na Republic Act 8002 o ang Ecologi-
cal Salid Waste Management Act of 2000 riz Kinakailangang
sundin ng mga LGUs.

Ayon kay Cimatu, ilan sa mga LGUs ang nahihirapang
sumunod sa batas na ito dahil malaking gastos at kumplika-
do ang pagpapanaws i pagpapanali® ng sandary landfil.

Partikutar din nitong Inatasan si DENR Undersecretary
for Solid Waste Management and LGU Caoncerna Banny
Anliporda na pag-aralan at rebisahing mabuli ang DENR
Adminisirative Ordar 2001-34 0 ang Impfementing Rules and
Regulations ng. RA 8003 Upang magharson ng masyos at
malaking sanitary landfifs. '

Sinati pa ng DENR chief na 10% lang ng LGUs sa bugng
bansa ang may sanitary landfills, dalawang dekaca maia-
pos ipatupad ang RA 9003.

Ang sanitary fandfill ay isang sofid waste management
facility na gumagamit ng engineered method ng waste dis-
posal para sa municlpal solid waste. Sa "engineered me-
ihegd" ng landfilling, ang basura ay pinc-proseso s& isang
disposal facility na dinisenyo at itinayo sa paraan na mapo-
| protektahan ang kaiusugan ng publiko at pangangalaga sa
| kalikasan.

Aniyg, kung sakaling kapos sa budget ay maaaring
magamit ng LGS ang government loans partikular na ang
iinibigay g Devslopment Bank of the Philippines sa ilafim
g green financng program.

Mezafl aniyang mabayaran ng mga LGU ang uitangin
nito sa pamarnagian ng pagkolekta ng tipping fees.
© 5a ginanap ding New Year's Gall, sinabi i Cimatu na
i uiey ng DENR ang mahigpit na pagpapatupad ng
enviranmental [aWs, kabilang na dito ang BA 9003, Clean
Air Act @t Clean Water Act.

Hirikayat pa nilo ang mga emplsyade ng DENR na
supertahan ang lahst ng environmental programs at projects
ng ahensya, bureau at aftached agencies nito kabilang na
ang rehaplitasyon ng Manila Bay at Boracay. JAY REYES

P ——
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Daily clean-up

THE daily clean-up at Manila’s Baywalk area is most
welcome as part of the government’s ongoing multi-
pronged rehabilitation of historic and sun-kissed
Manila Bay.

Much has been achieved since the massive reha-
bilitation kicked off in January last year, but more
needs to be done to realize the ultimate goal of mak-
ing the bay fit again for swimming.

Decreed by the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources:(DENR) under Secretary Roy Ci-
matu, the clean-up must encourage other sectors to
join the gigantic undertaking.

“I want DENR personnel to be out there, cleaning
daily, and those with desk jobs to experience how it
is to work in the field,” said Cimatu, a former chief
of the Armed Forces of the Philippines.

For this year, Cimatu said “I am confident that we
will again prove to the Filipino people that indeed
there is a department that takes care of the environ-
ment and natural resources.”

Since Monday, 150 DENR employees have been
deployed to the Baywalk area and Baseco beach,
according to Undersecretary and Manila Bay Task
Force Ground Commander Juan Miguel Cuna.

The employees are from the DENR’s Forest Man-
agement Bureau (FMB) and Biodiversity Manage-
ment Bureau (BMB).

Secretary Cimatu also directed the DENR-Nation-
al Capital Region (NCR) and its four field offices to
plan for the succeeding weeks of the daily clean-up
of the Baywalk area and Baseco beach.

Hopefully, the daily clean-up will encourage other
concerned government offices and agencies to
strengthen their resolve to ensure the success of the
ongoing rehabilitation of Manila Bay.

The undertaking is also seen to raise the cue for
the private sector to pick up the ball and join the
clean-up. i
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Evacuation plan for

OFWs readied

Duterte will
side with US

if any Filipino

gets hurt in
Iran conflict

By GENALYN D. KABILING

etermined to Keep Filipinos

out of harm’s way, Presi-

dent Duterte has formed a

Cabinet-level committee
to map out the evacuation plan for
Filipinos in the Middle East in case
war between the United States and
Iran breaks out.

The President also deployed two
emissaries to the Middle East to relay
his concern about the safety of Fili-
pinos and coordinate their evacuation
in the event that the US-Iran tension
escalates into an armea confronta-
tion.

The latest presidential directives
on government prepatations for the
possible evacuation of Filipinos were
issued during the Cabinet meeting in
Malacafiang Monday night, according
to Presidential spokesman Salvador
Panelo.

“The President is gravely con-
cerned with the condition and safety
of overseas Filipine workers (OFWs)
in the Middle East, particularly in
Iraq, Iran, and nearby Arab countries,
as a result of the escalaling tension
between Iran and the United States of
America,” Panelo said in statement, -

“The Chief Executive ar-
ticulated before the memibers »7

Evacuation plan...

of his official family during their
45th Cabinet meeting last night,
Jantuary 6, his fear for the imminent
danger that our countrymen face
arising from the escalating conflict
between the United States and Iran.
He stressed that it is the paramount
duty of the government to give pro-
tection to the Filipinos whenever
their lives are in peril and wherever
they are,” he added.

Panelo said the new “special work-
ing committee” created by the Presi-
dent will be composed of Defense Sec-
retary Delfin Lorenzana, Interior and
Local Government Secretary Eduardo
Afio, Foreign Affairs Secretary Teodoro
Locsin Jr., Transportation Secretary
Arthur Tugade, and National Security
Adviser Hermogenes Esperon Jr.

The new group will “draw up plans
and measures for the evacuation of our
countrymen.”

Panelo said the President has also
tasked Environment Secretary Roy
Cimatu “to fly to the Middle East im-
mediately to establish coordination
with the host countries and lay the
groundwork for the evacuation.” Ci-
matu served as the President’s special
envoy to the Middle East prior to his
appointment to the DENR,

“In a paraliel move, PRRD (Presi-
dent Rodrigo Roa Duterte) has in-
structed Presidential Adviser on Over-
seas Filipino Workers Abduliah Mamao
to proceed to Iran and Iraqg today fo
deliver the special messages of the
President of the Philippines to the
Iranian and Iragl governments on
the safety of the Filipinos working in
the aforesaid countries, specifically

1<

conveying his urgent desire that no
Filipinos be harmed in the course of
the ongoing conflicts,” he said.

The Armed Forces of the Philip-.
pines has also been directed by the
President to prepare their air and naval
assets for the evacuation of Filipinos
in the event that an armed or military
warfare between the US and Iran takes
place, Panelo said.

Concerned government agen-
cies are likewise ordered “to prepare
for contingencies that will absorb
displaced workers to government
projects so as to prevent the economic
dislocation of their families upon their
return,” he added.

He maintained that the safety of the
Filipinos in the Middle East is “fore-
most in the mind of the President.”

“He (Duterte) assures the Filipino
community and the nation that the
Philippine government is doing ev-
erything it can in making sure that our
fellow citizens abroad are out of harm'’s
way,” Panelo said.

Duterte will side with US
But should any Filipino get hurt
in the escalating tension in Iran,
President Duterte is inclined to
take the side of the United States,
Malacafang declared Tuesday.
Presidential spokesman Salvador
Panelo said the President would not
stay neutral and sit idly by if Filipi-
nos are put in harm’s way in Iran’s
conflict with the United States.
“Hindi tayo magiging neutral
{We will not stay neutral). The Presi-
dent was very specific in saying last
(Monday) night that if the Filipinos
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are harmed, he will side with the
Americans,” Panelo said during a
press conference af the Palace.

“That is precisely why he spe-
cifically instructed Secretary Mamao
to go to Iran and Iraq and deliver
& special message to the Iragi and
Iranian governments of his urgent
desire or wish that no Filipinos be
harmed in the course of the conflict.
if they will harm the Filipinos then,
the President will not sit down idly
and watch,” he added.

Asked if the government will
send Filipino troops as part of the
mutual defense treaty with the US,
Panelo said the matter was not dis-
cussed during the Cabinet meeting
although it might have been tackled
in the President’s separate meeting
with security officials.

“Depende (It depends) if the
provisions of the agreement will be
observed. But then necessarily, it will
be operational,” he said when asked
about the deployment of Filipino
soldiers to aid the United States as
part of the defense pact.

NATO warns Iran

As this developed, NATO chief
Jens Stoltenberg warned Monday
that Iran should avoid “further vio-
lence and provocations” as tensions
mount in the Middle East after US
forces killed Qassem Soleimani, head
of Tehran’s Middle East operations
as commander of the Revolutionary
Guards’ Quds Force.

The warning came as the EU
called an extraordinary meeting of
foreign ministers in Brussels on
Friday to discuss the fallout from the
killing of Soleimani. (With a report
from AFP)
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By CHRISTINA MENDEZ

President Duterte has
stressed the need for Iran 1o
protect overseas Filipino work-
ers (OFWSs) in the Middle East
and that he would allow the
“transit” of US soldiers in the
country should the tension arnd
hostilities in Iran escalate.

“{We have the} Visiting Forc-
es Agreement, We will continiie
to respect it in transit,” Duterie
said, referring to American
troops who might use several
“agreed locations” or bases in
the Philippines as transit points.

“But to use the Philippines as
a launching pad to fly the mis-
siles and rockets, I do not think
that... I have to stop them,” he
added.

He also said that his govern-
ment, which has shied away
from the US as it developed
better relations with China anel
Russia, can atlow US planes and

A

ships in the country only for re-
fueling, but nothing more than
that. “Yes, I said that's normal.
We allow ships of - the gray
ships of other nations to park
here and get some. .. fo getsome
provisions.”

Duterte has ruled out for
now the possibility of allowing
the Philippine military to fight
alongside LIS troops in Iran “un-
less the national interest would
demand it” and decided by him
and Congress.

On his move to call on Con-
gress to go into special session,
Duterte said he deemed it nec-
essary to ask for authority to be
able to tap certain amounts if
needed to repatriate the thou-
sands of OFWs in the Middle
East.

A standby authority, he ex-
plained, would allow him to
allocate and spend funds in case
of emergency.

“Well, T said there’s money

naval assets in case the OFWs

need to be evacuated.

2

TOWER

but you know you cannot spend
it. It has to be budgeted. Only
Congress can order ﬁwe National
Treasury to set aside a certain
amount and that is notenough,”
he said.

He revealed that he already
sent Presicdential Adviser on
Overseas Filipino Workers
Abdullah Mamao to Iran and
Iraq to send his message and
to talk to the leaders about the
plight of Filipino workers.

“Just to get an assurance that
my countrymen will have egress
in case hell breaks loose,” he
stressed.

Asked about the statement
of presidential spokesman Sal-
vador Panelo that the Chief
Executive would side with
the Americans if Filipinos are
caught in the middle of the esca-
lation of hostilities, Duterte said
“it's just a projection.”

He revealed that he had
discussed pians A, B and cven

amnid escalating tensions.
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the worst-case scenarios with
several concerned government
officials, although he refused to
provide details.

Panelo earlier in the day said
the President is ready to “side
with the Americans” if any
Filipino would be put in harm’s
way once violence escalates in
[ran.

Last Monday, Duterte dis-
cussed with his Cabinet the
contingency measures for the
repatriation of OFWs as well
as other plans during the 45th
Cabinet meeting, which fol
lowed his initial meeting with
members of the security cluster,

Panelo said the President
stressed that it is the paramount
duty of government to give
protection to Filipinos whenever
their lives are in peril and whes-
ever they are.

Duterte has aiso ordered the
Armed Forces of the Philippines
(AFP) to prepare their air and

“We are looking at the pos-

The President created a
special working committee
composed of the secretaries
of national defense and of the
interior and local government,
the national security adviser, as
well as the secrefaries of foreign
affairs, tabor and employment
and of {ransportation, to draw
up plans and measures for OFW
evacuation.

Panelo said the Chief Ex-
ecutive expressed his concern
over the safety and security of
Filipinos who may be affected
by the escalating tension in the
Middle East.

immediate
iraq evacuation

Environment Secretary Roy
Cimatu, also the special envoy
to the Middle East, said he has
recommended the “immediate
evacuation” of Filipinos in Irag

sible retaltation by i(ranians
against US forces and the threats
to Filipinos, We are not com-
batants, we are not part of the
problem,” he said, noting there
are Filipinos near or around US
tacilitios.

Cimatu is part of the team
that will leave for the Middle
East tomomow to assist OFWs
that might be affected by the
brewing conflict.

Fle was also tasked to coor-
dinate with the host countries
and lay the groundwork for an
evacuation.

“I will do my best to do an-
other mission for our country,
to bring Filipinos out of harm’s
way. We need to make individ-
ual plans in each country (where
there are Filipinos) that may be
affected by the tensions,” Ci-
matu also said. — With Rhodina
Villanueva, Pia Lee-Brago




-

N

wiimmeemtinsn [NEFTAT VS
‘W%w Sy

STRATES
COMBUNICATION

AG

By Leila B. Salaverria
@LeilasINQ

Sen. Richard Gordon on Tues-
day urged President Durerte to
convene the Narional Security
Council and map out a plan to
bring home meore than 1 millien
Filipinos in the Middle East be-
fore calling a special session of
Congress to fund the emergen-
cy repatriadon in case a full-
blown war breaks out after the
Unired Stares killed Iran’s top
military commander last week.

“When you ask for a bud-
get, you have to present us with
a plan on how you're going to
spend it. That's why it's impori-
ant that we have the National
Security Council prepare the
parameters on how that money

is going to be spent” Gordon -

said ar the Pandesal Forum in
Quezon City.

Standby fund
“To obviate long debaces,
they should present already a
plan of action, a stucture, a
strategy, so that we can make
decisions properly,” he added.
Mr. Duterte on Monday

satd he wanted a standby fund
worch “billicns” for the repa-
triation of owerseas Filipino
workers and urged Congress
to hold a special session for
discussion of the rising ten-
signs in the Middle East.

Tehran has warned of “se-
vere retaiiation” for last Fri-
day’s drone artack chac killed
Gen. Qassem Soleimani, head of
Iran’s elite Quds Force.

In response, US Presidenc
Donald Trump said the US mil-
itary was ready to blast 52 tar-
gets in Iran.

Gordon =aid one thing the
government would have o de-
cide was whether to borrow air-
craft from commercial carriers,
noting that the Fhilippines only
had three Cian planes thar were
operational

Defense GSecretary Delfin
Lorenzana on Tuesday said the
goveroment had two Ci30 air-
craft, two £hips and one Czgg
plane ready “ta fetry those whao
want to come home.”

Repatrialing more than 1
million Filiplnos would be a
massive updertaking, Gordon
said
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PLANNING OFW EVACUATION

PRESIDENT URGED TO CONVENE SEGURITY GOUNCIL BEFORE GALLING SPEGIAL SESSION

Bu: Environment Secre-
rary Roy Cimatu, who was
ordered by the President to
prepare the groundwork for
possible repatriatien, indicat-
ed that his immediate concern
was a relatively small number
of Filipinos working at US-
run facilities in Trag, which
[ran might rarger. “We are
estimating abeout a thousand
Filipinas, but we will have to
check because many remain
uncounted,” he said.

Cimary, who had served
as special envoy to the Middle
East under the Arroyo adminis-
wation, said he would establish
a base in Qatar for the repatria-
tion work.

He had also recommended
to the President raising the alert
in Irag to level 4, which means
forced evacuation. It was still
alert level 3 on Tuesday, signal-
ing voluntary reparriatior.

Special committee
Mr. Duterte et with de-
fense officials in Malacafiang
on Sungay night and crdered
the military to prepare its as-
sers for evacuating Filipinos in

the Middle East.

On Monday night, he cre-
ated a special Cabinet com-
mittee that would draw up
the evacuation plans should
hostilities erupt. 1t included
Lorenzana, Interior Secretary
Eduardo Ano, National Secu-
ity Adviser Hermogenes Es-
peron Jr., Foreign Secretary
Teodoro Locsin Jr., Labor Sec-
retary Silvestre Bello [T and
Transportaiion Secretary Ar-
thur Tugade.

“Will not be neutral’

Presidential spokesperson
Saivader Panelo on Tuesday
said Manila, 2 Washingren ally,
“will not be neurral” if Filipinos
were harmed.

“The President was wvery
specific in saying last night that
if the Filipinos are harimed, he
will side with the Americans,”
Panelo said.

“IE they (Iranians) will harm,
the Filipinos, then the Presi-
dent will not sit down idly and
warch.” he added, withour elab-
orating.

He said Mr. Duterte sent
presidential adviser on migrant

workers Abdullah Mamao to
Iran and Iraq w “deliver a spe-
cial message to the lraqi and
Iranjarr governments of his
urgent desive and wish that
no Filipines be harmed in the
course of the coaflict.”

Bur Paoelo said the Presi-
dent would not rake a position
on Soleitnani’s assassination.

“That's the fight berween
the Americans and the [ranians.
Foremost in the President's
mind is the safety of our coun-
rrymen. That's his only con-
cern,” he said.

Lotenzana said there were
6,600 overseas Filipino workers
in Iraq and 1,100 in Iran, most
of whom were married to Ira-
nians.

He said one problem was
convincing Filipinos to return
home, especially if they were
offered double their salaries, as
what the Libyan government
did during a <risis in that coun-
Ty several years ago.

Other senators said they
were open to a special sessian
ang believed Congress would
approve a supplemental budget
for repatriation without delay,

WEDNESDAY [ JANUARY H. 2020
++ WWW.INQUIRER.NET

Congress is on recess and
would resume sessions on Jan.
20.

Lawmakers preparing

Majority Leader juan Mi-
suel Zubir said the Senate was
prepared to act on the Presi-
dent’s request and could meet
any time.

Sen. Sonny Angara, who
chairs the fnance committee,
said a supplemental budget had
to originate from the House of
Representatives.

Speaker Alan Peter Cayeta-
no has asked the House secre-
tariat to prepare for a special
session, according to House
Majority Leader Maron Ro-
mualdez.

But he added that as of
Tuesday, there was no formal
Malacafiang request to hold a
special session.

Romuaidez agreed with the
President that the safecy of Fil-
ipinos in the region was “our
primordial concern.” —wimH re-
PORTS FROM JNESSET Q. ENANO, JEAN-
KETTE L ANDRADE, JULIE M. AURELIO AMD
olyap
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Duterte sends ex-envoy to MidEast
as gov'’t prepates to evacuate Pinoys

B8Y JOCELYN MONTEMAYOR
and VICTOR REYES

PRESIDENT Duterte is send-
ing Environment Secretary Roy
Cimatu to the Middle East to es-
tablish coordinution with countries
hosting Filipina workers and to lay

evacuation amid escalating tension
between the United States and Iran.
Duterte issued the order on Mon-
day night during a Cabinet meeting,
Chief Presidential Legal Counsel
Salvador Panelo said vesterday.
Cimatu, a former chief of the
Armed Forces, served as special

the Arroyo administration after
his retitement. In 2004 as a special
envoy, he secured the release of a
Filipino truck driver kidnapped by
Iragi insurgents,

Cimata, in a media he conference
yesterday, said he recommended to

the groundwork for their possible

DUTERTE

the President a mandatory evacuation
of Filipinos from Iraq, the raising of
the alert level in Iraq from 3 (repatria-
gon 15 voluntary) to 4 which means
mandatory evacaation.

Cimatu said Filipinos should be
moved out of Iraq immediately
because it is a potentizl target due
" to the presence of some US facilities

in Baghdad.

" Asked how the President reacted,
* he said Duterte allowed him to decide.

Cimatu said he plans to fly to
Qatar within 48 hours.

He also said that he plans to
evacuate Filipinos to Saudi Arabia
using a Philippine Coast Guard
vessel that is now in Malta.

He said there would be separate
evacuation plans for every country
. in the Middle East.

Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenza-
.-na said the government is considering
" _the chartering cruise ships for the re-
pardation Filipinos from Traq and Iran.
Lotenzana has been designated
by President Duterte as chairman of
“a comrnittee that will study how to
“evacuate the Filipinos in those arcas.
Lorenzana said the military has
" prepared aircraft and ships 1o fetch
the Filipinos. However, these assets
are needed in addressing internal
*‘and external security threats.
_ “WWe should not be thrifty to ensure
.the safety of our people. One of the
-sugpestions that came out last night
" (Cabinet meeting Monday night) was
JAf there are many who want © go
. “home, ler’s hire cruise ships;” he said.
About 2.3 million Filipinos are
“working in the Middle East as do-
‘mestic helpers, construction work-
"ers, engineers, and nurses. There
"are about 6,000 Filipinos in Irag
‘and 1,100 Filipinos in Iran who are
‘mostly married to Iranians.
Lorenzana said the foreign af-
fairs department is coordinating
.with the Philippine embassy in

Baghdad to determine who wants
to come home.

“Cruise ships are big and can
accommodate about 3,500 to 4,000
people ... Two cruise ships would
do ptovided these Filipinos would
like to come home,” he said.

Asnother option, Lorenzana
said, is to transfer the Filipinos to
a “peaceful area”

“They can go to Saudi Arabia or
to Oman which is a little bit far from
the batdefield and then from there,
we can bring them home,” he said.

President Duterte, in a chance
interview yesterday afternoon, re-
iterated his concerns for Filipinos
in the Middle East.

He also said that should war en-
sue, the Philippines would abide by
Mutual Defense Treaty with the US.

He, however, said personally he
does not favor the sending of Filipino
troups to conflict areas abroad.

“Out of the question, unless the
national interest would demand it ard
it would be decided not by me, but
e and Congress,” the President said.

Duterte said what he would al-
low is allowing the Philippines to
be used for transit of vessels, for
refueling and delivery of provisions.

COMMITTEE

Panelo, concurrent presidential
spokesman, said the President also
ditected Presidential Adviser on
Overseas Filipino Workers Abdul-
lah Mamao to go to Iran and Iraq
to deliver the “special messages of
the President of the Philippines”
to the Iranian and Iragi govern-
ments, which is to ensure the safety
of the Filipinos there and that “no
Filipino be harmed in the course
of the ongoing conflicts”.

Panelo said the Duterte also
formed a special working committee
composed of the National Secu-
rity Adviser (Hermogenes Esperon)
and the secretaries of the defense,

envoy to the Middle East under

intedior, foreign affairs, labor, and
transportation departments,

“The President is gravely con-
cerned with the condition and safety
of overseas Filipino wotkers in the
Middle Fast, particularly in Irag, Iran
and nearby Arab countsies, as a result
of the escalating tension between lran
and the United States of Ammerica

. Foremost in the mind of the
President is the safery of Filipinos in
the Middle East and he assures the
Filipino community and the nation
that the Philippine government is
doing everything it can in making
sure that our fellow citizens abroad
are out of harm’s way,” he said.

On Sunday, Duterte convened his
secunty and defense officials following
the growing tensions in the Middle
East arising from drone attack by the
US that resulted in the death of a top
Iranian general Qasem Scleimani.

The President has asked the military
10 place its assets on standby in case of
a forced evacuation and repatriation.

Panelo said if Filipinos are harmed,
Duterte will side with the US.

““The President was very specific in
saying last might (Monday night) thatif
the Filipinos ate harmed, he will side
with the Americans, That is precisely
why he is speaifically instructed Secre-
tary Marmao to go to Iran and Iraq and
deliver special message to the Iragi and
Iranian government of his urgent desire
and wish that no Filipinos be harmed in
the course of the conflict If they will
harm the Filipinos, then the President
will notsitdown idly and watch” he said.

The House of Representatives is
ready to accede to President Duterte’s
request for Conpress to convene in a
special session to help map out con-
tingency plans relared to the ongoing
tension in the Middie East, House ma-
jority leader Martin Romualdez said.

Romualdez said that as of yester-
day, the House was still awaiting for
Malacafiang’s formal communication
to the House since lawmakers will
need guidance “on what s expected of

See DUTERTE » Page B5

Congress during the special session.”

“While waiting for the Palace
comrnunication, Speaker Alan Pe-
ter Cayetano has already asked
the House secretartat to make the
necessary preparations for a special
session,” he said.

Under Section 87, Rule XI of the
House Rules, “The Speaker, in consul-
tation with the majorty and minority
leaders and their Senate counterpatts,
may convene the House in session at
any time during 4 recess or between
sessions to consider urgent legislative
MAattess or concems.”

Romualdez said the House leadet-
ship agrees with the President’s pro-
nouncernent that the rising tension in
the Middle East “'is a major concern
that needs urgent legislative attenton.”

“We are ready to dothe the execu-
tive with all the powers peeded to
make sure that every Filipine is safe
and secure in these trying times. We
join the nation in praying for safety
of Filipino OFWs deployed in the
Middle Eastaod in other parts of the
world. Their safety is our primordial
concern at the moment,” he said.

President Duterte asked Congress
o hold a special session to discuss the
impact of the tension between the US
and Iran, including the setting aside of
funds that will be tpped in case the
situation in the Middle East worsens.

Senate President Vicente Sotto 11T
yesterday said the Senate will stll have
to take the final cue from President
Duterte on whether a special session
will be held to approve a supplemen-
tal budget for the repatiaton.

Senate majority leader Juan Miguel
Zubiri said Duterte can use “the
billions of pesos of contingency
funds” at the Overseas Workers
Welfare Administration.

“Those funds are readily available
for these emergencies,” he said.

Congress went on break on Dec,
20, 2019 and will resume regular ses-
sions on January 20, — With Wendell

Vigilia and Raymond Afvica
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PH to send troops to Gulf r_egion if
national interest dema.nd§_|t

Speaking to reporters on Tuesday, President
Rodrigo Duterte said Philippine troops
would only be deployed to the Gulf region if
the national interest calls for it.

“[1t’s] out of the question. Unless the
national interest would demand it and it will
be decided not by me but me and Coengress,”
he answered reporters in Malacafiang when
asked about the possibility of Filipino troops
jomning in the escalating conflict between the

United States and Iran.

The President said the Philippines would
continue to honor its defense ties with the
US by allowing American troops to get
provisions here such as fuel.

“But to use the Phi]i[_)pines asa

BTROOPS FROM A1

PH to send

launching pad to fly the missiles and
the rockets, 1 do not think [so|. 1 have to
stop.” he added.

Also in Malacanang, the President’s
spokesman, Salvador Panelo, said the
President was inclined o {ake the side of
the US if any Filipino was “harmed” i
the standoff with Iran.

Duterte, acording to Fanelo, “will not
sitdown idly” and will undoubtediysup-
port the US against Irai, which he earlier
said is "hell-bent” on seeking revenge
against its enemy.

The Philippines and the Ui$ are bound
by the Mutual Defersse Treaty, which
states that both counrries would assist
each other when either was attacked by
1 foreign force,

But the President, hias ordered the
mapping outofan emengency evacuation
planfor Filipinos in the Middle Fast amid
the rising tensions in the region,

Panelo also on Tuesdity said Duterte,

duringa Cabinet meeting in Malacaiiang
on Monday, tasked Environment Secretary
Roy Cimatu, his former special envoy to
the Middle Fast, to fly o the region im-
mediately to fay the “groundwork” for the
evacuation of the hundreds of thousands
of Hilipinos in the conflict areas,

He added that the President also
directed presidential adviser on overseas
Filipino wotkers Abdullah Mamao 1o
head to Iran and Iraq on Tuesday to talk
to the governments there.

Panelo said a new “special work-
ing committee” created by the Pres-
ident will be composed of Defense
Secretary Delfin Lorenzana, Interior
Secretary Eduardo Afo, Foreign
Affairs Seczetary Teodoro Locsin Jr.,
Transportation Secretary Arthur Tu-
gade and National Security Adviser
Hermogenes Esperon Jr.

The new group will “draw up plans
and measires for the evacuation of our
countrymen,” he added.

In a news conference also on Tuesday,
Cimatu said he had recommended to
the President a mandatory evacuation of
lilipinos from Iraq,

“The. .. best way for the moment is 1o
leave Iran immediately,” he added.

According to goverment data, about
1.26 million OFWSs in 2018 ae in the
Middle Fastor West Asia, which includes
Bahrain, Israel, jordan, Kuwait, Leba-
non, Saudi Arabia, Qatar and [nited
Arab Emirates.

Senate Majority Leader Juan Miguel
Zubiri said the Senate was ready to hold
a special session to address Duterte’s
concerns on the situation of OFws in the
Middle East.

Sen. Richard Gordon urged the Pres-
ident to convene the National Security
Counci for an “action plan” to repatriate
the OFWs in the Middle Fast,

[n the House of the Representatives,
Majority Leader Martin Romualdez said
they would accede to Duterte’s call on
Congress to convene in a special session
to tackle contingency measures.

CATHERINE S, VALENTE,

EIREENE JAIREE GOMEZ, BERNA-
DETTE E. TAMAYO, FRANZ LEWIN
EMBUDO, DIVINA NOVA JOY DELA
CRUZ AND DARWIN PESCO
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DEPARTMENT of Envi-
ronment and Natural Re-
scurces {DENR) Secre-

ry Roy Cimatu wiil be
leadmg the forced evac-
wation of all Filipinos
working in Iraq amid the
escalating tension be-
tween the United States
and Iran.

In yesterday’s press
conference, Cimatu said
President Rodrige Duterte
has  directed bim to lead
the forced evacuation of
more than a thousand Fil-
ipinos in lrag.

Cimatu, who was the
former AFP chief of staff

and former Special Envoy
to the Middle East during
the Iraq war in 2003, sai
Duterte ordered him to do
the task in view of his expe-
rience while he was the spe-
cial envoy,

The [glENR chief add-
ed that he gave his per-
sonal opinion and in-
formed Duterte of his
gusonal experience what

pened during the
2003 Iraq war.

“I asked the President,
“what should I de in order
to save or put ouf of hanm's

way of the Filipinos there?,”
said Cimatu.

Cimatu to lead OFW evacuation in Iraq

Duterte further dis-
clesed that within 48 hours,
he will be leaving for Qatar
where he and his delegates
will be establishing their
base before they will enter

fraq.

%imam said that the
more a thousand Filipinos
to be evacuated from [rag
are those working in some
American installations or
working within these estab-
lishments which are con-
sidered as “hot spots,”

“1 will do my best to do
another mission for the
country,” said Cimatu.

Cory Martinez
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Forced evacuation
sa Iraq kasado na

Ipinatatans na sa Alert Level 4 ni Special Envoy to
the Middie East Roy Cimatu kay Pangulong Rodrigo
Duterte ang paghabanda kaugnay ng namumuong
tensyon sa rehiyon,

Kapag naitaas na sa Alert Level 4, ito ay nanga-
n ahuﬁ’ugan na gagawin nang puwersahan ang pag-
lilikas sa mga overseas Filipino worker na posibieng
maipit sa sandaling sumiklab ang giyera.

Sa nﬁayon ay nasa Alert Level 3 sa Iraq na an
ibig sabihin ay voluntary repatriation ang ipaturupad.

Sa kaniyang pagharap sa media sa central office
ng Department of Environment and Natural Resourc-
es, ipinakita pa ni Cimatu ang akda niyang aklat na
may pamagat na ‘Out of harm’s war na nagdede-
talye ng ginawa niyang evacuation plan nang saku-
pin ng US ang Iraq.

Ayon kay Cimatu, iba ang sitwasyon ngayon kum-
para noong pabagsakin si Saddam Hussein dahil sa
posibilidad ng retaliation o ganting atake ng mga pu-
wersang sumisimpatiya sa Iran.

Kaya't ang tututukan aniya ng evacuation plan
ay ang lahat ng ‘hotspots’ sa rehiyon partikukar ang
mga bansa na malalapit sa mga American instaliation.

Kabilang sa posibleng gamitin sa pagbiyahe sa
mga ililikas na Pinoy ay coastguard vessel katulad
ng nakakadaong sa Malta at mga C-130 plane ng
AFP (Dolly Cabreza)
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NWRB to increase water
allocation from Angat Dam

By RAMON EFREN LAZARO

SN

MALOLOS - Residents of Metro Manila can expect

a respite from low water pressure or water rationing at -

least this month.

The National Water Re-
sources Board will increase
its allocation for Metro Ma-
nila consumers and irrigation
of farms in Bulacan and Pami-
panga due to the increase
in the water level in Angat
Dam, according to Sevillo
David Jr., NWRB executive

director.

David said allocation for
the Metropolitan Waterworks
and Sewerage System would
be adjusted to 42 cubic meters
per second while water for
irrigation would be adjusted
to 20 cms this month.

Angat Dam supplies 97

percent of Metro Manila's
water needs. The normal al-
location is 46 cms.

For irrigation purposes, the
normal allocafion 1s 30 cms.

David said the NWRB
board met on Monday and
discussed the improving wa-
ter elevation in Angat Dam.

Monitoring by the Bulacan
provincial disaster risk
reduction and management
office showed that as of 8
a.m. yesterday, the water
level in the dam was at 2014.39

meters.

David said it is still below
its ideal mark of 212 meters,
but an increase of 2.79 meters
has been recorded since Dec.
31,

The increase was attrib-
uted to monsoon rains since
Friday.

‘David said the allocation
far hMetro Manila constimers
as well as irrigation of farms
would be adjusted again if
the water level in Angat Dam
would continue to rise.
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Duterte to water firms:
Accept new pacts or else...

BY JOCELYN MONTEMAYOR

WATER concessionaires Maynilad and
Manila Water have two choices if they
want 1o keep their contracts: accept new
drafts prepared by state lawyers, or pack
up and let government take over rhe
distribution of water in Mewo Manila.

“I have this deaft, it either you accepr
1t or not, You do not accept ir? Then there
s no contract,” President Duterte said
vesterday in an interview in Malacarians.

Duterte said the draft coneracts will be
provided to the two water utdlicy compi-
nies for their consideraton.

WATER

been given the option to decide
whether or not to accept the texms
of the new contracts.

“The new water contracts to
supplant the constitutionally-flawed
water concessionaire agreements

- that violated every prohibited act i

the anti-graft law... The President
stressed that water 1s 2 God-given
natural resource which cannot be
treated as a mere commercial com-
modity and exploited to rake in
billions of pesos in profits at the
expense of the Filipino people. As
President, he cannot keep a blind eye
to this colossal dp off,” Panelo said.

Panelo echoed Duterte’s warning
that if Maynilad and Manila Water

- reject the dtafts, the government wll

scrap their existing deals and take

+ over the operations of water utilities,

“Should Maynilad and Manila
+ Water refuse to accept the new
ragreements, the Chief Executive
will order the canceilation of their
presentwater contracts, mandate the

. nationalization of water services in

theit respective arcas of operadon
and prosecute all those involved,
directly or indirectly, in the arrange-

*. ment thatled to the present suffering

-of the Filipino people,” he said.
Panelo added: “The Chief Execu-

tive is giving the water concession-

. raires the opton of accepting the new
p pting

B

-

coniracts without any guarantee of not
being cdminally prosecuted together

with those who conspired to crafl

the very onerous contracts which are

void ab initio for violating the Con-

stitution and the laws of the land.”
President Duterte ordered the

“{1) is a deafe which we would like to
be enforced instead of the old one, which
we think js not good for the Filipino,”
Duterte said, reiteradng that he consid-
ers the old contraces as “null and void”
because they contained provisions thar
violated the Anti-Graft and Corrupt
Pracrces Act and other laws.

Duterte warned the ewo firms chat if
they refuse the new contracts, the gov-
ernment will cancel their exisdng conces-
sicns and take over the operadons of the
water utilides, as well as proceed with the
prosecution of government officials and
prvare individuals involved in the crafdng

drafting of new water agreements
after the DOJ discovered “onerous”
provisions in the old deals that were
“disadvantageous” to the govern-
ment and the country,

The questionable provisions
highlighted by state lawyers include
the prohibiton against government
interference in rate-setting and on in-
dempnity for possible losses in the event
of such government interference.

The government action came
after the two water utlity firms won
separate atbitration cases in Singa-
pore against the government and
wete awarded more than P10 billion
in compensation for losses,

Justice Secretary Menardo Gue-
varra, in a message to the media,
said the draft contracts have yet to
be finalized since financial aspects
of the agreements have yet to be
discussed with finance officials.

Manila Water and Maynilad did
notimmediately respond to requests
for comment.

The market cheered the news
that the two firms will be allowed to
continue to operate if they adhered
to the government’s conditions.

Manila Water, which felt as much
as 73 percent and lost as much as
$556 million in market value last
month, rallied nearly 15 percent on
Tucsday after the announcement,
while parent firm Ayala Corp , which
shed up to $875 million in market
capitalization, gained 1.5 percent.

Maynilad owners Metro Pacific
Investments Corp and DMCI Hold-
ings Inc, rose 3.2 percent and 3.9
percent, respectively, on Tuesday.
The two firms collectively lost as
much as $1.45 billion in market value

of the 1997 contraces.

“I’s either they accept with no guar-
anree thar they will not be prosecured,
or if they do not accepe it, then I will
nadonalize the water systemn and pros-
ccute them for plunder or estafa on a
large scale,” he said.

The President said even if Maynilad
and Manila Warer agree to the terms of
the proposed drafts, this will noc absolve
them of pessible criminal or administra-
tion Labilides should the goverament
decide o tmke future legal actions in
connection with the crafang of the old
agreements.

after Duterte’s criticisim.

Last month, the state water regu-
lator Metropolitan Watesworks
and Sewerage System cancelled
a 15-year estension of the water
utilities’ concession after pressure
from Malacafiang. The existing
concessions will expire in 2022,

KALIWA DAM

Amid criticisms on Duterre’s
orders to fast-track the develop-
ment of Kaliwa Dam, the MWSS
yesterday said the “much needed”
project’s environmental impacts will
only be “minimal”.

In 2 statement, the fegulatory
body noted that its consultations
with indigenous pecples (IPs) of
the provinces of (Quezon and Rizal
reached a positive outcome last
month when they adopted a resolu-
ton of consent for the project.

“This stage, which is one of the
several stages in the Free Prior and
Informed Consent process shows,
that the IPs are able to conduct their
own independent and collective
discussions and decision-making in
an environment where they did not
feel intimidated, and where they had
suffidient time to discuss in their cultur-
ally appropriate way, matters affecting
their Aghts, Jivelihoods, knowledge,
tradiions, governance systerns, natural
resources,” MWSS said.

The agency also reiterated that the
constructon of the Kaliwa Dam is
crucial in order to provide a suffi-
clent warer source for Metro Manila
in the coming years since the capacity
of the Angat reservoir and some
other smaller sources will already

Chief Presidential Legal Counsel
Salvador Panelo, concurrent presidential
spokesman, said the Office of the Solici-
tor General (CSG) and the Departmemt
of Justce (DO have finished the revi-
sion of the onerous provisions contined
in the original water deals inked during
the Ramos admintstracion.

The draft new contracts were pre-
senced dusing Monday’s Cabiner mesting.
Copies of the drafts, however, were not
Immediarely made available to the media.

Panelo said the owo water firms have

See WATER > Page B3

be scarce between 2020 and 2025,

“Taking into account a supply
buffer of 15 percent, the Angat
supply capacity will be insufficient
before 2020. These numbers il-
lustrare the need for a large water
supply source. The events since
March 2019 has only confirmed said
projections,” the MWSS said.

Despite the intentions to com
plete the project the soonest, MWSS
assured that it will sdll “exert ex-
traordinary diligence imposed by
law and remain caudous under all
circurnstances in the conduct of its
business affairs in addressing the
urgent need to develop a new water
soutce for Metro Manila.”

Notably, the Kaliwa Dam will
be constructed in the towns of
Teresa and Tanay in Rizal province
and General Nakar and Infanta in
Quezon province. kIt will involve the
development of a 60-meter tall dam
with a riverbed elevaton of 100 me-
ters with a reservoir surface area of
291 hectares and a full supply level
volume of 57 million cubic meters.

It also has a P12.2 billion project
cost wherein 85 percent will be fund-
ed by China via official development
assistance and the remaining 15 per-
cent by the Philippine government,
Last Octobet, the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources
alteady granted it an environmental
compliance certificate.

Eatlier, west zone concessionaire,
Maynilad Water has expressed sup-
port for the development of Kaliwa
Dam, citing that it is “a viable long-
term solution to the supply shortage
that has been affecting residents of
Metro Manila”



a .Jr,:r(\:‘r::l::\:: AN vy A, {"/i/l (_%] , | '
& i\':l'\:r‘("w'i @’JB jﬂﬂ (l ” '!I” @[ I” L}/ﬁ ‘ ﬁ- \I ‘ :ii :"\:”‘”‘ M!,‘"’:;n ”\IHITHN o
ine: |,I S —'-'J‘j 08 - 2[}

— — ey r} T TThAT T T

e —— —

~ Sign deal or we

take over

BY CATHERINE S. VALENTE

RESIDENT Ro-

<" drigo Duterte
has threatened
Manila Water Co. Inc.
and Maynilad Water
Services Inc. to accept
a new, draft of water
contracts or the gov-
ernment will termi-
nate their concession
deals and take over
their water distribu-

tion services.

Speaking to reporters in Malacafiang
on Tuesday, Duterte said the govern-
ment had readied the “draft” to replace
“onerous” water concession deals.

»Dealf2

B DEAL FROM A1

Sign deal or we take over

"There is no contract. What we are
ready to give 10 the parties, the distribu-
tors, is a draft, which we would like to be
enforced instead of the old one, which
we think is not good for the Filipino,” he
added during a media interview.

The President said the existing water
congession contracts were “null and void
from the beginning” because of many
provisions that viclate penal laws of the
Philippines, particularly the Anti-Graft
and Corrupt Practices Act.

“I said that is ot my problem. I have
this draft, it's either you accept it or not.
You do not accept it? Then there is no
contract,” Duterte added.

“T will have to operate the distribu-
tion system. It's either they accept with
no guarantee that they will not be pros-
ecuted or if they do not accept it, then
I wili nationalize the water system and
prosecute them for plunder or estafa on
a large scale,” he said.

Eatlier in the day, Palace spokesman
Salvador Panelo said Duterte was giving
Maynilad and Manita Water the “option”
to accept the “new” deals without the
OIErOUs Provisions.

Duterte, according io him, reached the
decision after the new water contracts
prepared by the Office of the Solicitor
General and the Department of Justice
were presented during a Cabinet meeting
in Malacafiang on Monday.

“The Chief Executive is giving the
water congcessionaires the option of ac-
cepling the new contracts without any
guarantee of [them] not being crimi-
nally prasecuted together with those
who conspired to craft the very onerous
contracts, which are void ab initio for
violating the Constitution and the laws
of the land,” Panelo said during a Palace
news briefing.

“Should Maynilad and Manila Water
refuse to accept the new agreements, the

. Chief Executive will order the cancel-

lation of their present water contracts,

mandate the nationalization of water
services in their respective areas of opera-
tion and prosecute all those invalved,
directly or indirectly, in the arrangement
that led to the present suffering of the
Filipino people,” he added.

Panelo, also the Malacanang chief
legal counsel, said Duterte “cannot keep
a blind eye 1o this colossal rip-off.”

“Serving and protecting the interest

of the Filipino people is the underly-.

ing principle that forms the basis of
the President’s governance. All his acts
since his assumption to the presidency
were — and are — geared toward this
end,” he added.

"The President stressed that water is a
God-given natural fesource, which can
not be treated as a mere commercial
commodity and exploited to rake in bil-
lions of pesos in profits at the expense of
the Filipino people,” Panelo said.

The Palace official noted the “constitu-
tionally flawed” concession agreements
"violated every prohibited act under the
anti-graft law."

“The Filipinos have lost enormously
with the unabated collections by these
concessionaires despite the latter's dis-
mal performance in supplying, deliver-
ing and distributing water,” Panelo said.

"As the President previously uttered
in righteous indignation and outrage 1o
them: ‘If you will not give justice to the
Filipino people, | will get it for them!
There is a time for reckoning. 'That time
has come,” he added.

The Metropolitan Waterworks and
Sewerage System (MWSS) earlier revoked
the extension of the water companies’
concession deals after Duterte threatened
to file “economic sabotage” and eco-
nomic plunder chasges against Maynilad
and Manila Water.

The President had claimed that Filipi-
nos were “milked by billions* because of
the two firms’ onerous water concession
contracts with the government.



Reacting to Duterte’s tirades and
threats, both the Pangilinan-led Mayni-
lad and Ayala-owned Manila Water said
they would no longer collect P10.8 bil-
lon in compensation that a Singapore-
based arbitration court had ordered
the Philippine govexnment to pay the
distributors.

‘The Permanent Court of Arbitration in
Singapore ordered the Philippine govern-
ment to pay P7.3 biilion to Manila Water
for its losses.

In 2017, the tribunal also ordered
the government to pay Maynilad P3.4
billion for not allowing the company to
raise rates.

The 25-year water concession agree-
ments were signed in 1997 during the
term of President Fidel Ramos and
extended in 2009 by the administration
of President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo
until 2037.

Amid the improvement in Angat
Dam's water level, customers of Manila
Water and Maynilad have coatinued to
experience little to no water supply given
the limited allocation to the MWSS,

Normal raw water volume given to the
two concessionaires is 46 aubicmeters (m3).

Alsp on Tuesday, the top official of the
National Water Resources Board (NWRB)
announced that the agency had increased
raw water ailocation from Angat Damn, Met-
ro Manila’s main source of water supply.

“With the slight improverment in Angat
water level... [the] NWRB will increase
altocation for the MWSS at 42 [m3 per
second| for water supply in Metro Ma-
nila and adjacent municipalities/cities
of Bulacan and Rizal,” Sevillo David
Jr., NWRB executive director, told The
Manifa Times,

David noted that Angat's water level,
which stood at 204.38 meters as of
Tuesday, remained below their desired
water level of 212 meters to meet water
supply and irrigation requirements in
Metro Manila,

The allocation to the National Irriga-
tion Administration was also raised to
20 m3 to meet irrigation requirements in
Bulacan and Pampanga for this month,
he said.
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Meanwhile, the MWSS said issues sur-
rounding construction of Kaliwa Dam
had been addressed.

“The social and environmental impacts
of the stand alene Kaliwa Dam project [are)
minimal. Even as there are risks which [are]
usual to any construction project, mitiga-
tion measures and safeguards have been
putin place,” the agency said in a staternent
also on Tuesday.

The MWSS clarified that only the Ka-
liwa Damn project would be undertaken
given the safety issues raised in an inte-
grated Kaliwa + Laiban Dam System, a
project eriginally proposed in 2013.

Moreover, consultations with indig-
enous peoples {IPs) of Quezon and
Rizal have reached a positive outcome
on Dec. 9 and 17, 2019 when the IPs
and indigenous cuitural communities of
these two provinces adopted a resolution
of consent or Resolusvon ng Pagpayagto
the project.

“This stage, which is one of the several
stages in the Tree Prior and Informed
Censent (FPIC) process, shows that
the IPg are able to conduct their own
independent and collective discussions
and decision-making in an environment
where they did not feel intimidated, and
where they had sufficient time to discuss
in their cilturally appropriate way, mat-
ters affecting their rights, livelihoods,
knowledge, traditions, governance sys-
tems, natural resources,” the MWSS said.

The resolution also signified that
the agency complied with the FPIC
framework and that rights of the IPs
are being respected by ensuring that
the latter understood all of the impli-
cations of the Kaliwa proiect before
giving their consent. “

Kaliwa Dam, one of the projects in
the agency's pipeline that is expected to
provide an additional 600 million liters
per day, is meant not only to bridge the
demand-supply deficit gap, but also
reduce dependence on the Angat Dam.

Some groups have opposed the Kaliwa
Dam project, saying it would displace IPs
and flood vast areas.

WITH REPORT FROM
JORDEENE B. LAGARE
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PDU30 sa water concessionaires:
“take it or leave it" sa bagong deal

GINISA sa - riliag manti-
ka ni Panz iong Rodrigo
Roa Dufera: ang mga wa-
ter concessionaire na May-
nilad al Manila Water ma-
karaang bigyan ng opsyon
para mapanatiling hawak
ang operasyen ng suplay
ng tublg sa bansa. :

Ani Prasidential spokes-
person Savador Panelo, kabi-
lang &4 opsyon ng Pangulo
ay ang lznggapin ng water
concassinnaires ang bagong
kentrala na walang garantiya
na hind meki-criminally prose-
cuted ang mga llo kasama ang
iba pang kasabwat sa pagga-
wa ng anefels contracts na
para &2 pamahalaan ay "void
ah inlfic” dahil 5a paglabag sa
Konetifisyon 21 baizs ng ban-
5a.

Maynilad at Manila Water ang
bagong kontrata ay agad na
ipag-uutos ng Panguio ang
kanselasyon ng kasaluku-
yang waterf contracts at i-man-
dato ang nationalization ng
water sarvices sa kani-ka-
nilang areas of operation at lifi-
sin ang lahat ng sangket ma-
ging ito mar ay direkta o hindi
direktang sangkot sa pag-aa-
yos ng konirala na nagresulta
ng pagdurusa ng sambaya-
nang Filipéno.

Ang pagtanggi rin aniya
sa bagang kontrata ay mag-
bibigay ng go signal sa pama-
halaan para isakdal ang mga
opisyal ng 2 water firms at
mga indibidwal na may ka-
may sa paglikha al pagbuo
ng 1997 confracts.

Subaf sakall naman ani-
ya na tanggapin ng mga ilo

Kurng latanggihan aniyang

ang bagong kontrata ay hindi
naman magagarantiya na
maaabsuwelio ang Maynilad
at Manita Water sa posibleng
kasong Isasampa laban sa
kanila.

Wala namang ibinigay na
deadiine ang Malakanyang sa
magiging desisyon ng Manila
Water at Maynilad sa pagtang-
gap nila o hingdi ng bageng
kontrala.

Ang Manila Waier ay ba-
hagi ng Ayala group of com-
oanies, habang ang Maynilad
ay jointly owned ng DMCH
Heldings tnc at Metro Pacific
investments Corp sa pamu-
muno ng negosyanteng si
Manny Pangilinan.

Sa kabitang dako, wala
namang balak si Pangulong
Diterts na mekipagpulong sa
mga taong gumawa ng 1997
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- Banta ni Duterte kapag ‘di |
-linanggap ang hagony kontrata:

N NAG-ALOK si Pangulong Rodr
Duterte sa water firms MayniL.d

agreemenis na hmdl naglalam il
mga probisyon na makasasamalsa
gobyerno at sa publiko. ¥

SUNDAN $A PAHI

Bantalni Duterte kapag:

LITARY TAKEOVE!

g kontr:

Mula sa pahina 1
Ayon kay Duterte,

“Wala akong pakialam
diyan [ leave it foany-

new coniracts without
any pguarantee of nof

pisong hnlaga mula sa
mga consumer. =
Premdent

dapat tanggapin ng body'schoice torunaf  being eriminally pros- “The

dalawang water firms ter ornot to run after.”  ccuted together with stressed ihat water is a
ang bagong kasunduan Ayon kay Presi- those who conspired God-given natural re-
dahil kung hindi ay iu- dential Spokesperson  to craft the very oner-. source which cannot be
utos mya ang military Salvador Paoclo, ang  ous toniracts  which treated as a mere com-
takeover sa operasyon’ usapin  sa  Zl-year- are woid ab initio for mercial commodity and
ng  dalawang. water ~old water concession  vielating the Constitu-  exploited to rake in bil-
atilicies. agresments ay masu-  tion and the lows of the  iions of pesos in profits
. Subalit kahu tang-  sing tioalakay sa Cabi-  land,” wika ni Panclo. at the expenss of the
gapin ng dalawang wa-  net noong “The terms will be  Filipino people,” aniya.
ter concessionaires ang  Lunes ng gabr vary, very different in Sinabi pa ng opisyal
bagong kasunduan ay Apiya, iniluing ng  this ope” ani Panelo. pahindi kaya ag Pangulo
wala aniyany kativakan  Office of the 5 “There is a time for na magbuinc-bulagan sa

na  makakatakas ang
mya 110 S2 pug-uusig.
~I cannot stop any-

General (QSC)
Department of Justice
(DOJ} ang bagonyg kon-

reckoning. That
has come.” -
Dagdag pa ni Pa-

ume

anomalyy sa  nasabing
konwata at nananaiiling

prinsipyo ng adminstra-

one. especially a Fih-  trata sa Gabinets nele, iginiit ng Pangule  svong Duterte na protek-

pino and a consumer of “The Chiel Execu-  sa Cabinet meeting na  tahan ang interes ng mga ]
water, to [He any case tve Is giving the wa-  hindi dapat ma-exploit  Filipino. the Filipino people is  of the President’s gov- 1o the presidency were:
0 damages er any- ter concessionaires the  ang tubig para makaku- “Serving and pro- the underlying prinei- ernance. AH his scts  — and are - geared to-
thing,” anang Pangulo.  opider of accepting the  ha rnyg bilyon-bilyone  tecting the intercss of ple that forms the basis  sinee his assumpiion  ward this end.” PMRT.
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DU30 offers water firms

PRESIDENT Rodrige Du-
terte has offered a new
water-distribufion agree-
ment with Maynilad and
Manila Waler, but there
is a catch.

Should the two water
firms reject the new deals,
their existing concessions
will be cancelled and the
government will take over
water services in the coun-

try.

y”Shnuld Maynilad and
Manila Water refuse 1o ac-
cept the new agreements,
the Chief Executive will
order the cancellation of
their presen! water con-
tracts, mandate the nation-
alization of water services

Eey S L

in their respective areas of
operation and prosecute
aﬁ’ those involved, directly
or indirectly, in the arrange-
ment that led to the present
suffering of the Filipino

e.oEle," Presidential

pokesperson Salvador
Panelo said in yesterday’s
briefing.

Panele was referring to
the new agreement that will
replace what Duterte calls
"onerous agreements”
made by the iwo water
firms with the government
under past administra-
tions.

The spokesperson add-
ed that the issue was “ex-
tensively discussed” dur-
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ing Duterle’s meeting with
his Cabinet members on
Monday night.

The Office of the Solici-
tor General and the De-
partment of Justice pre-
sented the new contracts to
the Cabinet.

"Wala pan]‘ir takecver
(there is no takeover yet).
That’s still constitutional.
But the government can
take over public facilitics
in case of a national emer-
gency,” he said.

“The terms will be very,
very different in this one,”
Panelo said. “There is a
time for reckoning. That
time has come.”

‘The Duterte administra-

new deal

tion's warning of a govern-
ment takeover on water
services has gone as far
back as early as October
last year amid the ongoing
water crisis in Metro Ma-
nila and other areas under
the jurisdiction of May-
nilad and Manila Water.
An international tribu-
nai had ordered the Phil-
ippine government to pay
Manila Water P7.4 billion
in losses stemming from
rejected water rate hikes
back in 2015. In a similar
case in 2017, the govern-
ment was ordered to reim-
burse 3.4 billion for May-
nilad’s losses.
Efren Montano
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TIME FOR RECKONING

PRESIDENT Rodrigo
Duterte haspfferedanew
water-distribution agree-
ment to Maynilad and
Manila Water,
However, there is a
consequence for water
firms should they reject it
— their existing conces-
sions willbecancelled and
the goverrument will take
over the walor services in

the country.

“Wala pang takeover
(there is no takeover yet}.
Thetermswillbevery, very
different in this one,” Pres-
idential Spokesperson Sal-
vador Panelo said in yes-
terday’s briefing, “There is
a time tor reckoning. That
time has come.”

He said should May-
nilad and Manila Water

refuse to accept the new
agreement, the Chief Ex-
ecutive will orderthe can-
cellation of their present
water contracts, mandate
the nationalization of
water services in their re-
spective areas of opera-
tion and prosecute all
thoseinvolved, directly or
indirectly, in the arrange-
ment that led to the
present suffering of the
Filipino people.

Panelo was referring
to the new agreement that
will replace what Duterte
calls “onerous agree-
ments” made by the two
water firms with the gov-
ernment under past ad-
ministrations.

The Duterte adminis-
tration’swarning ofa gov-
ernment takeover on wa-
ter services has gone far

!ﬂ_ﬁBy Efren
i __h_nontimo

back as early as October
last year amid the ongo-
ing water crisis in Metro
Manila and other areas
under the jurisdiction of
Maynilad and Manila
Water,

Aninternational tribu-
nal had ordered the Phil-
ippine government to pay
Manila Water 7 4 billion
in losses stemming from
rejected water rate hikes
back in 2015. In a similar
case in 2017, the govern-
ment was ordered to re-
imburse P34 billion for
Maynitad’s losses.

But in December, the
two water firins said they
will no longer demand
payment from the gow-
ernment arising from
their arbitral tribunal win,
after Duterte threatened
to sue them.
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WATER FIRMAS WARNED:

PRESIDENT Duterte
warned Maynilad and
Manila Water to ac-
cept the new contracts
without the “onerous”
provisions or get their
water contracts can-
celed, Malacafiang said
Tuesday.  >>PAGE 2

ACCEPT NEW DEAL OR ELDE

>=~PAGE 1: WATER FIRMS WARNED: ACCEPT NEW DEAL

Palace spokesman Sal-
vador Panelo, however,
noted there i5 no guar-
antee 1hat the water con-
cessionaites will not be
prosecuted for crafting
the original contracts.

“The Chief Exccutive is
piving the water conces-
sionaires the option of ac-
cepting the new contracis
without any guaranice
of not being criminally
prosecuted together with
those wha conspired to
¢raft the very oneraus
contracts which are void
ab imitie for violating the
Constitution and the laws
of the land.” Panelo said in
a press briefing.

*Should Maynilad and
Manila Water refuse Lo ac-
cept the new agreements,
the Chiel Executive will
order the canceliation
of their present  water
contracts, mandate lhe
nationalization of water
services in their respee-
tive arcas of operation
and prosecute all those
involved. directly or indi-
rectly, in the arrangement
that led to the present suf-
fering of the Filipino peo-

pleihe added.

During  the Cabinet
meeting  Monday night,
Panelo said the President
poinied out how water
should not be “exploited”
to rake billions at the ex-
pense of its consumers.

“The President stressed
that water is a God-given
natural resource which
can not be freated as a
mere  commescial com-
modity and explaited 10
rake in billions of pesos
in profits at the expense
of the Filipino peaple. As
President, he can not keep
a blind eye to this colossal
rip off}" Panelo said.

Duterte  had  carlier
slammed  Maynilad and
Manila Water for sup-
posedly milking billions
from the people and the
governmens over the dis-
advantageous 1957 water
coniract.

The President also pre-
viously threatened to suc
the water firms due to the
“onerous” provisions of its
contract with the gavern-
ment.

Among

these “omer-

ous” provisions, Dulerte:

said, were the prohibition
against government  in-
terference in rate-setling
and the provisions on in-
demaification for possible
losses in the ¢vent of such
interference.

“The  Filipinos  have
lost enormously with the
unabated collectians by
these concessionaires de-
spite the lauers dismal
performance in supplying,
delivering and distribut-
ing water. As Lhe Presi-
dent previously uttered in
righteous indignation and
outrage to thenm: ‘If you
will not give justice to the
Filipino people, 1 will get it
for them,” Papelo said.

Crafied by the Office of
the Solicitor Gencral and
the Depariment of Justice,
Palace said the new wa-
ter contract was meant to
replace the “flawed water
concessionaires  afree-
ments that violated every
prohibited act in the an-
li-graft jaw."

“We are still in the pro-
cess of consolidatlng a
new dratt. We'll have lo
integrate the inputs of the
DOF on the financial and
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Bagong kontrata sa tubig, iprinisinta ng gebyerne

Nina GENALYN D. KABILING at BETH D. CAMIA

Nagbanta si Pan%ulong Rodrigo
Duterte na kakanselahin ang mga
kontrata ng gobyemo sa dalawang Metro
Manila water concessionaires, ipag-utos
ang nationalization ng kanilang water
distribution operations, at parusahan ang,
mgasangkot sa diumano’y itregular deals
kapag hindi nila tinanggap ang bagong
kontrata.

Nagdesisyon ang Pangulona tugunan
ang kontrobe);siya s tul:?ilélkasunod ng
pagprisinta ng pamahalaan ng bagong
concession contracts sa Cabinet meeting
sa Malacafang nitong Lunes.

Sinabi ni Preesidsential Spokesman
Salvador Panelo na bumuo ng bagong
kontrata ang pamahalaan na kanila
lamang ibibigay sa sa Maynilad at
ManilagWater kapalitng umiiral na water
deals na itinuturing na maanomalya at
kuwestyunable.

Ang panukalang water deals fthat
will] “supplant the constitutionally
flawed water concessionaires agreements
that violated every prohibited act in the
anti-graft law” ay inthanda ng Office of

the Solicitor General at ng Department of
Justice, ayon kay Panelo.

May dalawang opsiyon ang Maynilad
at Manila Water. Una ay tanggapin ang
nasabing konfrata na inalis na ang mga
owner rules 0 mga kuwestyunableng

robisyon at kasabay noon ay walang

asigurithan na sila ay hindi mahaharap
sa kasong kriminal kaugnay sa papalitan
nitong ginagamit na water concession
agreement.

“The Chief Executive is giving the
water concessionaires the option of
accepting the new contracts without
any guarantee of not being criminally
prosecuted together with those who
conspired to craft the very onerous
contracts which are void ab initio for
violating the Constitution and the laws
of the Jand,” ani Panelo sa Palace press
briefing.

Sakaling hindi ito tatanggapin ng
dalawang kumpanya, maghanda na
ang Maynilad at Manila Wates-dahil
itutnloy ng aFamahalaan ang planc
nitong nationalization na ang ibig sabihin

‘T

ay kukunin na mg pamahalaan ang
pagpapatakbo at pamahahagi ng tubig
sa Metro Manila at karatig lalawigan at
tuloy pa rin ang pagkakaso sa mga nasa
likod ng mga kinukuwestyong kontrata
52 tubi E
“Should Maynilad and Manila Water
refuse to accept the new agreements, the
Chief Executive will order the cancellation
of their present water contracts, mandate
the nationalization of water services in
their respective areas of operation and
prosecute all those involved, directly or
indirectly, in the arrangement that led
to the present suffering of the Filipino
people,” aniya.

Ipinaliwanag ni Panelo na ang
desisyon ng Pangulo sa isyu sa tubig
ay nagnula sa kanKang mandato na
pagsilbihan at protektahan ang interes
ng mamamayan.

Kahit na ang water contracts ay
itinuturing na void sa simula pa lamang,
nilinaw ni Panelo na obligado parinang
water consumers na i-honor ang payment
para sa water services.
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BINIGYAN kahapon ni
Pangulong Rodrigo Du-
terte ang Manila Water sl
Maynilad ng mga opsyon
ukol sa water concession
agreements.

Sa inilabas na paliayag,
sinabi ni Presidential
spokesman  Salvador
Panele na binigyan ng

opsyon ang dalawang
water concessionaires na
tanggapin ang bagong
kontrata.

Gayunpaman, sakaling
tanggapin ang bagong
konirata, sinabi ni Panelo
it wala paring katiyakan
na hindi sila snsampahan
ng kaso bunsod ng

Duterte sa Maynilad, Manila Water

naunang kontrata.

“The Chief Executive is
giving  the  water
concessionatres the option
ol accepting the new con-
tracts without any gua-
rantee of not being crimi-
nally prosecuted together
with those who conspircd
to crafl the very onerous
coniracts which are void
ab initio for violating the
Constitution and the laws
of the land.” ayoen kay
Panelo.

Kung hindi man tang-
gapin ang bagong kontra-
i, 'H.Il'l:l:lh ni Panelo na

Bagong Kontrata or nothing

kakanselahin ang nagpa- -
patuloy na concession
agreements.

“Should Maynilad and
Manila Weter refuse to
accept the new agrce-
ments, the Chiel Executive
will order the cancellation
of their present water con-
Lracts, mandate the natio-
nalization of water servi-
ces in their respective
areas ol operafion and
prosecute all those in-
volved, directly or indi-
rectly. in the arrangement
{hat led to the present suf-
fering of the Filipino peo-
ple,” ani Panelo.

Dagdag pa nito, iginiit
ng pangulo sa Cabinet
meeting na hindi dapat ma-
exploit ang tubig para
makakuha ng bilyun-
bilyong pisong halaga
muta sa mga konsyumer,

Ipthunto rin, aniya, ng
pangulo na ang tubig ay
isang natural resource nu
ibinigay ng Panginoon
kung kaya't hindi tio dapat
itrato bilang “mere com-
merzial commedity.”

Daedag pani Panelo, nana-
natiling prinsipyo ng admi-
nistrasyong Duterie na pro-
tekiahan ang intercs ni mga
Filipino. (Vanz Fernandez)
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process and were found 1o have
high economic rates of recurn,
he added.

“This means that the project’s
benefits far ourweigh the costs.
They are worth pursuing, even if
we have 10 borrow money
because the Filipino peopl
benefit greatly from them,” hie said.

Second, Joven said the county
borrows from other couniries to
ke advantage of concessional, or
cheaper, financing,

“The interest rates offered by
foreign countries are wiy lower
than anything the private sector
can offer. Borrowing at lower
interest rates means having o pay
less for the loans and thereby free-
ing up more government res ources
for other productive investments,”
Joven said.

“Third, although we will find
that the loan agrecment for the
Kaliwa Dam and Chico River
Pump Irngaton Projects do con-
tain confidendality clauses, they
are accompanied by specific provi-
sions statng thar the dgreements
may be released ‘in accordance
with any Philippine law’ The
Philippine Constiudon mindates
disclosure of information relating
to foreign loans,” he also said.

This point is further supported
by Executve Order No. 2, seres of
2016, issued by President Durerte

Strict standards upheld
on foreign loans: DOF

THE Philippine government con-
tinues to uphold strict standards
in its foreign loan deals for the
goverament’s “Build, Build, Build”
infrastructuce program, according
to the Deparrment of Finance
{DOF).

Mark Dennis Joven, DOF un-
dersecretary, made this assurance
yesterday in response to the state-
ment of Deputy Minority [eader
and Bayan Muna Rep. Carlos
Isagani Zarate that the loan agree-
ments for the Kaliwa Dam and
Chico River Pump Irrigadon Proj-
ects contain “onerous” provisions
and thus, like the Metropolitan
Waterworks and Sewerage System
concession agreements, should be
reviewed by Malacariang,

Joven said the basic structure
of the water concession agree-
ments, which are essentially
public-private partnership con-
tracts, is very different from the
official development assistance
(ODA) financing agreements
entered into by the government
with countties such as China,

Japan, France and Korea which
are covered by international law.

“There is also a difference
when it comes to the parties to
these agreements,” he said in a
statement.

STRICT

The water concession agree-
ments refer to the Philippine
government vis-a-vis Filipino cor-
porations, while ODA financing
agreements are between the Philip-
pines and other sovereign entities
such as countries and muldlateral
lenders like the World Bank and
Asian Development Bank.

“We have had long public dis-
cussions on this matter aiready, We
published all the loan agreements
we have signed for the ‘Build,
Build, Build’ flagship infrastructure
projects an our website last year.
We once again encourage the crit-
ics 'to closely scrutinize the docu-
ments for themselyes in order for
us to have an accurate conversaton
abour the matter,” Joven said.

Joven noted six main consid-
erations for loan agreements and
financing flagship infrastructure
projects.

“First, these projects are Fili-
pino projects. The Philippine
government chose these projects
because they are crucial inn achiev-
ing more comfortable lives for
Filipinos,” Joven said.

Before petting approved for
implementation, these projects
went through a rigorous vetting

Sec STRICT > Page A2

o operzdonalize full public discio-
sure and transparency enshrined in
our Consttution, he added.

“That is why the DOF unilater-
ally released copies of the loan
agresments online,” Joven said.

Fourth, Joven said anyone wha
closely reviews the loan agree-
ments with China will find that the
provisions are standard across loan
agreements with other lenders.

“For example, the choice of
governing law in the interpretadon
of the ioan agreement is often the
law of the lender, as seen in our
loan agreements with China, Japan,
Korea and France, even dunng past
administrzions. There is nothing
unusual with this provision, zs
is found in loan agreements with
several counmies,” joven said.

“To further explain, these choice
of law provisions are essential ¢
international agreements with a
commercial nature because of the
presence of a foreign element. On
the other hand, this i1s not neces-
sary in the case of a water conces-
sion contract, which 18 governed by
domesde law” he added.

For his fifth point, Joven said
the choice of arbiratdon venue and
arbicradon rules zre negotiated on
2 per-loan agreement basis.

“Should 2 country default on
its loan — which is near impossible
for the Philippines, given its strong

macrocconomic fupdamentals
- then the lender may choose to
bring the borrower to arbitradon,”
he said.

“Sometimes, the arbitadon ven-
ue is in the couniry of the lender,
which was the case in some loan
agreements signed in the past,”
he added.

Examples, he said, would be
the loan agreements signed by the
Arroyo administration with China
in 2010 for the Angat agueduct,
the Aquine administradon with
France in 2015 for the Cebu Bus
Rapid Transit, and the Duterte
zdministragon with China in 2018
for the Chico River Pump Irriga-
ton Project.

“Sometimes, the arbitration
venue is in a third country, as in the
case of the most recently signed
loan agreement with China for the
Project Management Consultancy
for the PNR Scuth Long Haul
Project. The arbitration venue
stated in that loan agreement is
Singapore,” Joven said.

“However, regardless of the
venue of arbitradon, the usual in-
texnaaonal arhirration rules apply,
such as the pormination of three
imparda! arbicaters from among
hundreds of arbitrators from Eu-
rope, U3, Latin America, and other
countries like Singapore and the
Philippines,” he added.

Joven said showd the arbizranon
process commence, the Phitippines
will select one person from the lise
of arbirrators, the lending couniry
will select another, and the third
member of the rribunal will be
jointly selected.

“In the worst case, for any arbi-
tral award 1o be enforced, it needs
to be broughr before a Philippine
court, which would measure the
validity of the award against our
own internal laws and Philippine
public policy,” he said.

For his final point, Joven said the
Philippines 1s managing jts debr,
both local and foreign, responsibly.

“The Philippine government
negotiates very hard for favorable
terms. The country’s debi-to-GDP
(gross domestic product) rato,
which is 2 measure of how much
debr we have against the size of
ouwr economy and our ability to
pay, has declined on the back of a
healthy growing economy;,” he said,

Joven peinted out as of the
second quarter of 2019, it stands at
37.6 percent, {from as high as 74.4
percent in the early 2000s.

“Morcover, our country’s credit
rating was upgraded o BBB-+ last
year by Standard & Poor’s. This rat-
ing is the highestin our history and
signals international confidence
in our economy and the counrry’s

ity to pay its debs,” Joven said.
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ISABANSA ANG TUBIG

NAGBANTA si Pangulong Rodrigo Duterte na
kukumpiskahin at isabansa nito ang operas-
yon ng sistema sa tubig kung hindi papayag
ang mga konsesyonaryo na baguhin ang mga
kontrata sa programa sa tubig sa kasaluku-
yan.

Matatandaang pumalag ang pamahalaang
Duterte sa desisyon ng Arbitration Court sa
Singapore na magbayad ang pamahalaan sa
Maynilad at Manila Water ng mahigit P11 hil-
yon bilang parusa sa pamahalaan at pagbawi
na mga Konsesyonaryo sa umano’y nawalang
kita nila nang pigilan silang magtaas ng pres-
yo ng tubig sa nakaraang administrasyon.

Ayon sa Pangulo, nagagawa ng dalawang
konsesyonaryo ang gusto nila laban sa pa-
mahalaan mismo at mamamayan dahil sa
inga kontratang pabor lamang sa mga ito.

Kabilang sa mga nilalaman ng kontrata ang
kawalang-kapangyarihan ng pamahalaan na
makialam sa pagpepresyo ng tubig at pag-
babayad nito ng anomang pagkalugl ng mga
kompanya kung makikialam ito.

Sinabi ng Pangulo na dahil sa makaisang-
panig © mapagsamantalang probisyon ng
kontrata, magsasampa ito ng mga kaukulang
kaso, kabilang na ang economic sabotage.

Kasama ng Maynilad at Manila Water ang
masasampahan ng kaso at kabilang na rin
dito ang mga abogado, may-ari ng mga ito at
mga opisyal ng pamahalaan na nakipagkut-
sabahan sa madayang kontrata.

Dapat lang na isabansa ng pamahalaan
ang operasyon ng tubig kung lalabas na puro
pagsasamantala ang ginagawa ng mga may-
ari ng mga kompanya at labis nang nabibikti-
ma ang mga mamamayan at pamahalaan na
parehong konsumidor ng tubig.
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Paraiiaque bans
single-use plastic

Starting in June, the Para-
flaque City government will
prohibit establishments from
using single-use plastic for all
dry goods.

Parafiaque followed
Makati, Pasig, Muntinlupa,
Las Pifias, Pasay and Quezon
City inbanning or regulating
single-use plastics.

Boy Mejica of the city
environment and natural re-
sources office said yesterday
Ordinance 18-40 will help al-
leviate the problem of plastic
always ending up in drain-
ages, waterways and rivers.

The ban covers plastic
bags, straws, spoons and
forks, cups and stirrers as
well as polystyrene plates,
cups, bowls and serving
trays.

“No business establish-

ment such as shops, restau-
rants, hotels, fast food chains,
bars, food stalls, mobile food
carts, food caterings and oth-
er establishments shall use
styrofoam, plastic bags and
single-use plastics containers
including plastic straws and
stirrers for their food and bev-
erages,” the ordinance read.

Under the measure, only
manufacturers in the city
will be allowed to use such
plastics for packaging, but
supermarkets and public
market vendors will be asked
to use biodegradable plastic.

Violators will be fined
P5,000 for every offense. On
the third offense, violators
will be shut dewn and their
business license revoked for
one year.

~Ralph Edwin Villanueva
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According to this agreement, exporting coun-
tries will now have to obtain consent from
countries receiving contaminated, mixed or
unrecyclable plastic waste.

Such trade regulations are commonly referred to
as non-tariff measures (NTMs) — policy measures
other than tariffs that can potentially have an eco-
nomic effect on international trade in goods.

During the past two decades, while applied
tariffs in the Asia-Pacific region have been
halved, the number of NTMs has risen signifi-
cantly. NTMs often serve legitimate and impor-
tant public policy objectives, but their trade
¥ costs are estimated to be more than double that

H UNITED NATIONS PHOTO
BY ALEXEY KRAVCHENKO

BANGKOK, Thaitand: Currently, appraximately 300
million tons of oil-based plastic waste are
produced every year. A significant amount of
plastic waste ends up in the oceans, having a
detrimentai effect on marine ecosystems and
coastal communities. Most of this waste origi.
nates from the Asia-Pacific region.

If unaddressed, by 2050 there could be morte
plastic than fish in the oceans.

Recognizing the prohlem, the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development addresses plastic pollu-
-tion in the ocean. It is widely acknowledged that
regulating single-use plastics and microplastics
is a major component in achieving this target.

An increasing number of countries in the
Asia-Pacific region and across the world are now
introducing regulations addressing consump-
tion, production and trade in single-use plastics
and plastic waste.

Perhaps the most stringent recent example
of addressing single-use plastics is in Kenya,
where, since August 2017, producing, selling or
even using plastic bags can result in four years
in prison or a fine of up to $40,000.

Prior to the ban, plastics were uhiquitois on
the streets, and 3 out of 10 animals 11 abattoirs
were found to have plastics in their stomachs.

Eight months after, the nuniber has gone
down to 1 in 10, and the streets are much
cleaner. This, however, came al a significant
cost — it was estimated that up 1o 60.000 jobs
were lost as a result — Kenya was 1 maior plastic
producer and exporter.

e

T
e
¢ ¥

of ordinary customns tariffs.

As such, they have become a key concern for
traders as well as for trade policymakers aiming
to ensure that trade can continue to support
sustainable development,

‘This year’s Asia-Pacific Trade and Investment
Report by Economic and Social Commision for
Asia and the Pacific and the United Nations

~_ _+* Cenference on Trade and Development provides

Highlighting the need for regional coopera-
tion, illegal impaorts from neighbering countries
began to emerge, and the Government of Kenya
is urging its neighbors to institute similar bans.

While many developed countries remain better
at ensuring that plastics and other waste do not
end up in waterways through adequate refuse col-
lection mechanisms and littering fines, recycling
remains an issue. This was seemingly addressed
through exporting waste plastic for recycling to
other countries, most significantly to China.

Since 1992, China imported alinost half of
the world’s plastic waste for recycling.

However, recognizing the negative effect these
imports were having on its environment and
air quality, in 2018, the government of China
banned the importation of plastic waste. -

Over the coming decades, as- much as 111
million tons of plastic will have to find a new
place to be processed or otherwise disposed of

as a result of China's ban.

The ban led exporters to seek other markets,
and exports of plastic waste to other countries
in the region, such as India, Indonesia, Malaysia
and Thailand have skvrocketed.

Expectedly, this resulted in deteriorating envi-
ronmental situations in the recipient countries
and generated backlash: following China's ex-
ample, bath Malaysia and Thailand have since
banned the import of plastic waste.

Recognizing the damaging effect of trade in
plastic waste, on May 11, 2019, a total of 180
governments adopted an amendment to the
Rasel Convention to include plastic waste in
a fegally-binding framework that wilt make
alobal trade in plastic waste more transparent
and better regulated, while also ensuring that
its management is safer for human health and

an overview of NTM trends and developments
in Asia and the Pacific. it explores how NTMzs
relate to the Sustainable Development Goals
and points to the importance of aligning NTM:
with international standards as one way to bring
down trade costs of NTMs, as well as ofstrength
ening regional cooperation and streamlining
and digitalizing compliancé procedures.  1PS$

Alexey Kravchenko is Associate Economic Af
fairs officer of the Trade, Investment and [n
novation Division at the Economic and Socia
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP)
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Plastics, ibawal
na sa buong bansa

OONG Enero 1, 2020, sinimulan ng Quezon City
ang pagbabawal sa paggamit ng single-use plas-
tic. Ang QC ang kauna-vnahang lungsod sa Metro
Manila na nagpasa ng ordinansa na nagbabawal sa
single-use plastics, Hindi na pinapayagan sa lungsod
ang pagegamit ng plastics at kabilang dito ang mga
supot at shopping bags na ginagamit sa mga super-
market. Sabi ni QC Mayor Joy Belmonte, kabilang
din sa ipagbabawal ay paggamit ng utensils na gawa
sa plastic, katulad ng mga straws, foils at wrappers
ng pagkain. Ayon kay Belmeonte, dalawang ordinansa
ang ipinasa noong nakaraang Oktubre na nagba-
bawal sa single-use plastics.
Maganda ang hakbang na ite ng Quezon City.

J\;_Fd__;# .
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LAY A \ ~~"_ walanang plastic
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Kailangan ay may isang lungsod na manguna para
ipaghawal ang single-use plastics. Kung walang magsi-
simula, patuloy ang paggamit ng plastics at wala nang
katapunsan ang paghaha sa Metro Manila at pagkasira
ng kapaligiran. Lahat ng mga plastics na itinapon,
kabilang ang sachet ng 3-in-1 coffce, catsup, sham-
poo, toothpaste at marami pa ay bumabara sa mga
drainage at twpatagal doon dahil hindi nabubulok
ang mga ito. Forever ang problema sa mga single-use
plastics. Napakamakabuluhan ang hakbang na ito ni
Belmonte. Dito magsisimula ang pagiaya ng lungsod

sa paggamit ng plastic.

Noong nakaraang Nobyembre 2019, sinabi ni
President Duterte sa isang Cabinet meeting na
pinag-iisipan niya kung ipagbabawal ang paggami{
ng plastic. Sana ipag-utos niya ang pagbabawal sa

paggamit ng plastics.

Ayon sa environmental groups tinatayang 59.7
hilyong sachetfs ang umaapaw sa mga estcro sa Metro
Manila. Maluluned ang mga residente sa basurang
plastic sachets. Hindi lainang paghaha ang dulot ng
mga basurang plastic kundi banta rin ang mga ito
sa buhay ng mga lamandagat. Dahil sa maling pag-
tatapon ng basurang plastic, humahantong sa dagat
at nakakain ng mga balyena, Ilang balyena na ang
sumadsad sa dalampasigan at namatay. Nang buksan
ang kanilang tiyan, nakita sa bituka ang mga plastic
na basura na kanilang ikinamatay.

Magkaroon ng ordinansa ang bawat lungsod na
naghabawal sa single-use plastic. Telaran ang Quezon
City na unang lumaban sa paggamit ng plastcis.

et
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Geosciences Bureau visits Asik-Asik Falls in Alamada, Cotabato, as the agency pus
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and ecotourism pUrposes. —PHOTO COURTESY OF MGBREGION 12

POTENTIAL ECOTOURISM DESTINATION

MGB BAGKS DECLARATION OF GOTABATO WATERFALLS AS ‘GEGLOGIGAL MONUMENT

COTABATO CITY—The Mines
and Geosciences Bureau {(MGB)
has endorsed the declaradon
of Asik-Asik Falls in Alamada,
Cotabato province, as a nation-
al geological monument, citing
the need to preserve the area’s
unique narural features.
Felizardo Gacad fr., MGB di-
rector in Soccsksargen {South
Cotabato, Cotabato,  Suln
Kudarar, Sarangani and Gener-
al Sanros) region, said an MGB

e

team visited the site on Dec. u
and its members were awed by
what locked fike the winding
stairway wrapping around the
mouniaingide of Alamada's Siclo
Dulao in Barangay Upper Dado.

Lush greenery
The falls is on the lower
stopes of ¥t Ragang, also called
Mt Piagayungan or Blue Moun-
rain, nesr Cotabato's boundary
with Lamao del Sur province.

Gacad, 1 2 staternent, said a
portion of the falls could be seen
from afar but it was only after
fis ream descended that they
finally got ro see the majesty of
the falls, with ts lush greenery
covering the entire landscape.

He said a comprehensive
scientific report presenting the
unique geology of the area had
been submitted to the Nadenal
Commifttee on Geological Scienc-
es ta support its declaration as a

national geological menument

Geological monuments
are sites that show ourstand-
ing features o1 eagth process-
es considered by geologists as
worthy of conservation.

A study was conducted
in late 2018 o establish a de-
tailed geolopic interpretaten
of the evolution of Asik-Astk
landscape. It involved geomor-
phological invesiigations, geo-
physical studies and laboratory

analyses of rock samples gath-
ered from the site and its vicin-
icy. the MGB statement said.

Understanding, appreciation

The MGE regional office also
signad a memorandum of agree-
ment with Sagittarius Mines
{nc., which funded the Pi-miilion
geologic study of Asik-Astk Falls.

“MGB {Region] 2 is fully
supperdng efforts to make the
geologic site as a national geo-

logical menument because it
will focus on enriching under-
standing and appreciation of a
geological phenomenon.” the
statement said,

“It will also promote scien-
tific and educational purposes
as well as a petential etotour-
ism destinatien to ben=fic the
local government and the peo-
ple of Alamada and the country
as a whole,” ir added. —sowin
FERNANCEZ (RO
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ushfires in Australia,
00ds in Indonesia

t is the middle of the cold winter in the

northern hemisphere and the middle of

the hot summer in the southern hemi-

sphere. This may explain the bushfires

that have been raging for days in southeastern

Australia, some 6,000 kilometers southeast of
the Philippines.

At least 24 people have been reported dead

in fires that have now destroyed over 5.9 mil-

lion hectares and some 1,300 homes in six

states, mostly in New South Wales, the coun-

try’s most populous state. In comparison, last

year’s forest fires in California destroyed about
404,680 hectares.

While the traditional fireworks welcomed
the New Year in Sydney Harbor, fires were
destroying hundreds of thousands of homes to
the south. Prim¢ Minister Scoit Morrison, who
had been seen on TV watching the fireworks,
received an angry welcome when he visited
the town of Cobargo in New South Wales the

- next day.

Between the Philippines and Australia, a
disaster of another kind has hit Indonesia.
The death toll in Jakarta and surrounding ar-
eas rose to 30 the day after New Year, while
tens of thousands of people lost their homes
in floods and landslides. The heavy rainfall is
expected to lasl to mid-February. President
Joko Widodo has already announced plans to
move the capitial of Indonesia from [akarta,
which he said is sinking, to East Kalimantan
province on Borneo island.

We have fires in Australia because of the

" extreme heat, but floods in neighboring In-

donesia because 0i heavy rains. We can only
surmise thai such disparate and extreme
weather conditions must be related to the cli-
mate change which scientists have long been
warning againsi

by

The world's temperature has been steadily
rising for years, due to the rise of carbon diox-
ide and other factory emissions in the world's
industrial economiés. The polar ice has been
melting, ocean levels have been rising, and
typhoons and hurricanes have become more

.powerful and destructive.

In 2015, 195 nations of the world adopted
a global climate pact committing every na-
tion to reduce its greenhouse emissions, to
contribute to a goal of limiting the rise in
world temperature to helow 2 degrees Celsius
above pre-industrial levels. Unfortunately; the
United States, the world's higgest producer of
carbon emissions, withdrew from the agree-
ment as President Trump called climate change
a “hoax.”

The other big sources of carbon emissions
in the world today are China, Russia, Germany,
United Kingdom, Japan, India, France, Canaia,
and Poland. They all have national commit-
ments to the agreement drawn up at the Paris
conference of the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change.

The Philippines and most of the world's
nations are minor contributors to these carbon
emissions, but we stand by our commitment
as stated in a Philippine Statement submit-
ted to the UN by then Secretary Ramon Paje of
the Department of Environment and Natural
Hesources pledging to pursue government
programs and strategies for greater renewable
energy and green growth.

We must carry on with our commitments
and hope that all the other nations of the world
acknowledge their part in the effort to mitigate
climate change which, we believe, is behind the
increasing number of extreme weather changes
such as the bushfires in Australia and the floods
in Indonesia.
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Republic al the Plilippies

929.7041 to 43 179-6252: U29-1669
Website: utpiin o/

, \""' Depanmcnl of Dnvironment
and Natural ilesources
E Visayas Avenue, Lthman, Quezon Ciiy
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ENR ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NQ.___S. 2019

UBJIECT © RATIONALAZENG DREDGING ACTIVITIES IN
(I HEAVILY-SILTED RIVER CHANNELS WETHIN THE
ROVINCE OF NEGROS OCCIDENTAL PURSUANT TO
HE DENR-DPWH-DILG-DOTR JOINT MEMORANDUM
TRCULAR NO. | SERIES OF 2019

urseart to Section 2, Article X1 of the 1987 Constingtion,
e Department’s mandaie  under Excculive Order No. 292 or
w Administrative Code of the Philippines, and Seclion 54 of
ENR-DPWH-DILG-DOTr Joint Memoranduin Circular No. 2¢19-01,
1 order Lo protect and properly manage ihe disposition of sand as well
3 restore (he natural state and water flow of the heavily-silied river
hannels in the Province of Megros Occidenial. the following guidelines
re hereby prescribed:
L

GENERAL PROVISIONS

cction 1. Caverage. This Order shall cover the implementation of
1w DENR  River Restoration thru Dredging Aclivities as embodied
1 Sectror 5.4 of the DENR-DPWH-DILG DEITe Joint Memarandum
iwenlas No. 2619-01 in the heavily-siied river channels in the Province
INegros Oceidental.

eclion 1. Seope of Operations. In order 10 open up the heavily-silled
ver channets of Negros Qccidenial, areas starting from the coastline of
ver deltas extending all the way upstream, a5 may be determined by the
rovinerg! Govemmment in accordanee wiil the [BWH Dredging Master
lan. are hereby Jeclared exclusive River O : Zones (RDZ). Oaly
redging activities shall be allowed within the 800, quamying is strictly
sophibized.

cetion 3. Rasionale and Objectives

a) The flow of materials and sediment fiom the upkand thar flank
own the major river systems 1hereby ¢qusing its agpradation became
1¢ fong-term direet cuipret of massive Mooding in the various barangays
nd mumicipalites ol the provinee of Negros Creeidental,

b} It is necessary 1o proteet and properly manage the wtilization of
1¢ sand and gravel i heavily-silied river channels within the Province
Negros Occidental, 1o improve the water flow. ensure the integrity ol
e various proieclive dikes and infrasiructures. thereby reduce risks 1o
ves and praperies.

<} Inn prder to restore the natural siate and water {Tow of the heavily-
Ited river channe!s and improve its hydraoli apacily lhereby climi-
ate {looding, targe-scale deedging and desilting operations. based o a
amprehensive dredging plan. must be implemented.

ection 4. Declaration of Policies

IEsUE PEIMIY 10 XVt
110 the ordinance of the
Ho. 7160 is covered

he exclusive authority of the provinee #
e} and other quarry resources. pu
1ang Panlalawigan, uiler Repuli
y Secton 5.0 of IMC 2009.00 or the Drredping with Commercial
Hilization of Dredged Materials i favor of & mining permil holder
nder the ludustnal Sand and Gravel ISAG) or Commereial Sand and
iravel (CSAG) quarry permil.

by River Restoration throngh Dredging Activities wnider Seciion
4 of IMC 2019-01 docs nol caver an [SAG ¢r CSAG regime since
1e activily 1o be undevtaken 15 dredging anid net quarrying. This will
ot preclude, however, the entitlement of the  Province  of Negros
Iccidental 1o the share from the commercial disposal of the dredged
waterial in addition 1o the undertaking of the penmit holder to restore
1e river theu dredsging.

¢} Local Governmient Unils are entitled o therr equitable share
erved from the wilization and deveiopment of the national wealih
Aithin their respective areas under Section 138 of the Local Government
‘ade of 1591,

§) The Stute 1s allowed by the Consnution 1 enter ime agresments
Ath private seclor entities o bolster the naticns] economy throtgh the
ustanable utilization of mmerals,

¢} Disposal ol dredged or extracted materiais under this Order
halt he povernad by the principle according o which the govcvnment
wpects a repsonable rewirn for s wilzatan, while hoiders of dredging
learance eapect a reasenable vewien for iis divdging operalions while
sstoning the rever Lo s erigmal siate,

wetion A, No Fundiug from the Government. No lunding from
w government shall he made for the conduct of dredping activites
y the privote sevior, Holders of Dredging (Cearance shall provide
e fnanctisg, wechnology, nanapement and personncl necessary 1w
aplement dredgiig activities within the excluzive RDZ

.

QUALIFICATIONS OF LARGE-SCALE
DREDGING OPERATORS

ection 1. Whe May Apph-
EC-registered corporation, perinership. or assacial
ngage in construcnon, and development and'or drsdging operations.
#th technical and financial capabilily (o underfake jape-seale flood
enire! dredging and desilting operation in the Provinee of Negros
wewlental. To implemen efficiemt and  cost-ellective large-seale
liedying operations, indwidual corporations iy puol their resources,
wpanize themselves and apply as a consorbun

Any citizen ol the Philippines or a
i esiablished to

section 2. Financial Capacity. Applicants must possess the following:

2) Individual applicants must possess the financial capacity by
howing praof of netless than P2S0.000.006.H0 in asset value through
he submussion of an A ctal Stancment, crulll tines and/or

Mat may be required by the concerned DENR agency;

by For a corporation, partnership, association or a consortium, its
capital must be at least sixty per centum {60%5) owned by citizens of
the Phulippines, A mimmum avihorized capital of One Billion Pesos (P
1,000.000.000 00y shal! be reguired., twenty-five percent 125% ) of which
shatl be subscribed and paid up. In no case shall the paid-up capital be
Jess than P250.000,000.00. Tor consortiums, one of its nembers must
possess these qualifications.

Sectian 3. Technical Comperence. In addition o the above requirements,
only applicants capable of implewnenting large-scale dredging activities
(or fload mitigation or prevention purposes it the heavily-sified siver
channels within the Province of Negros Occidental. based on their
technical kpowledge and verifiable previpus track record conducling
such aclivities, as properly vetied. duly cerulied and approved by the
appropriate DENR and DPWH aflices. are gualified to apply (or a
dredging clearance.

E}

Section 4. Otfrer reguirepients. |n addition 10 the above-staled

requirements. the proponeat shall:

a) Deploy alt their equipment within 30 days from the Nolice 0
Proceed {NTPY to he issued by the Provincial Gevemment and the
cquipment shall be under the name of the company, cither chartered or
leased. and capable oF undertaking large scaie dredging activity.

b} Post a Cash Bond in the amount of Twenty Million Pesos (P
20,000,600.00). to be held in an account of the Provinee of Negros
Qecidental. o cnsure compliance with this Order and other applicable
enviranmental laws, rules and regulations.

¢} Secureihe reguired clearances from Lhe nppropriste government
oifice including o ceriification ol no pending case relating to complinnee
with existing environmental laws, wiles and regulations, and an
vnderizking that it will never be nvolved in such,

d) Underiake protection of' the rivers banks irpm erosion and provide
necessary engincering inlervention lo suppori the vite} inlrasirucures
along the river. pursuanl (o the dredging t|[‘ﬂl"17'llf.' approved by the
DPWH,

¢) Secure the necessary permit from the Provineial Govemment and
pay the reguired National snd Local Tax as required by aw,

DENR RIVER RESTORATION THROUGH
DREDGING ACTIVITIES

Secilon 1. Prior  Determinarion of Migeral  Comtents. Upon
determination of the RDZ, the Mines and Geosciences Burean (MGB)
shall conduct a survey of the non-metallic and metallic resources on
the RDZ. Once = prior determination of the metailic and ather valuable
materials in ceonomic quantties s established, the proponent shall, in
addition 10 the payment ol taxes. pay the comresponding Tees prescribed
by the MGB.

Scetion 2. Application for Issnance of Dredging Clearance. The
apphication forthe issugnee of Dredging Clearance must be accompanied
by the endorsement ol the Governer and shall be governed by (his Order
and other applicable DENR aws. rules and issvances.

Section 3. Prescribed Extraction Method. )lolders of dredging
clearance nnder this Order shall adopt the sequence and mode off
extraction approved by the DPWH and wmplement the same in
acvardance with the duly approved work program in order 1o ensure a
sysiematic and responsible extractionrutilizalion/disposition ol sand and
gravel from river channels

Section 4, Prescribed Dredging Metitod, In order 10 restore the natural
state and fow of the river and 1aking into consideration the essential rele
played by constant sand replenishment, all dredging activitics shall be
nitiaily conducted at deltas ol heavily-silted river channels of Negros
QOceidental, far a period of six (6) months, witl the objcctive of creating
navigatonal channel and providimg more depth Tor passage of dredging
vesselis to implement true flosd control measures within the RDZ,

v,
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT

Section F, Emvirenmental Complinnce. All holders of dredging
clearance shall comply with the pertinem laws, rules and regolations on
environmeninl protecion, theallacation of funds for environment-related
cxpenditures, environmental impact assessment, and setling up of (he
contmgent Hability and rehabyitation fund, among others.

Sectiow L. Prograunatic Environmental fmpoct Assessment or
Srrategic Environmental Assessmens per River Channel. In view
of (he reguired issuance of ECC on the pae (1) Master Dredging
Plan per civer channel o he issueiapproved by the DPWH for (he
hieavily-zilled river channels in Negros Ocadental. the EMB RO-VI
<hall conduct the Programmatic FLA ar SCA {or cach river system in
coordmation with ¥MGE. DPWH and the Provmeial Government. The
Provmcial Government may be the proponent for the Programmatic
ElA and SEA,

Sectlon 3. Application for Isswaace of ECC, Upon endorsement of
the Pravincial Governor, ali ECG applications for larpe scale dredying
in heavily-silted river channels in Nepors Oceidental shall be Rled wiih
the EMB RO-V]

Section 4. Extraction Limit. In view of (he large-scale river dredging
operations jnvolving the beavily-silled river channels in Negros
Oceidental withtn the RDZ from the river delta extending ol the way
upstream and its high replenishment rate/s, the issuance of ECC per
wver channel shall not be subject (o any extraction funit. provided
that:

ai The cxtraction activities conform with the approved wcrk
pragram in accordance wilh the DFWIH Diredging Master Plan;

B Assessment of the river systems shall be done by (he ream
composed of representztives from PENRO, CENROC and the MGB
every two (2) years;

<) The nwximum allo\nblc extmclion conlamms to the designaled
miligating measures based on the environmenial impact assessment

MEMORANDUN OF AGREEMENT WITH DENR

Section 1. Anthority to Dispose. A holder of an approved Dreils
Clearance shall enter into 8 Memaorandum of Agrecment (MOA
the DENR - Regional Office {RO) V1 wherein the hiolder is grant
suthority 1o dispose matenals exiracied {rom the RDZ.

Sectien L. Acereditafian as Trader. All hulders of dredging clearance
issued by the DPWH orentilies duly authorized or contracted by holders
of dredging clearance (o market and/or convmercially dispose dredged
or extracled maierials should be aceredited 25 traders/retaileesidenlers.
The Ceriificate of Accreditation shall be issucd by the DENR through
the MGB RO-VL

Section 3. Traasport Permiit. Qe Transport Permit (OTP) and/or
Minessl Ore Export Permit (MOEP) shall be included in the MOA
executed between the DENR RO-VI and ihe holder of the dredging
cicarance who has been aceredited as a tader. Provided, that a wri
nolice prios (o shipment or transpant of dredged andfor exiract
suitable materials shall be fumished to the MGB RO-V1 for the puipase
of monitoring dredging activities in the RDZ.

Section 4. fxcive Tax. The excise tax on locally extracied or produced
non-melallic minerals and quarry resources will be based on the actual
markel vaine of the gross output thereol at the 1ime of removal. The
Eacise Tax shall be imely and completely paid 1o the nearest Burcau of
Internal Revenue Office in the province concerned.

Section 5, Hork Deviatign. Any devialion of more than 5% fi
the approved work programn in any of the acuvitics involved, witl
the prior concurrence of the DPWH in coordination with the DEMIL
through the MGB RO-VI shall be sulficient ground for the suspensiva/
canceilation of pertinent permils and clearances,

V1L

' t
OPERATIONS PERMIT WITH THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT |

andd Notice ta Procecd <hall be issued by the Provincial Government
pursuant (o this Order. unless the applicant has a valid MOA wiih DI
RO-VI. has been duly aceredited as a trader, and has secared a drer
clearanee for flood control dredging and desilung activities in the 12 L,l/
from the Secreiary of the DPWI or s awihorized representative based |
on DIPWH-issued one river-specific Dredging Master Plan.

Scction 1. Operatinns Pernidt. No Operations Permit, Nolice of Aw. HJ‘

Section 2. Monitoring and Supervision Fee. A monitoring and
supervision [ee which shall rot be less (hart (ive percent (3%) of the
market value of the pross output of the malerials extracted from the
covered arca within the RDZ. exclusive of all other 1axes, shall be paid
to the provincial goverament For purpases of mentoring and ensuring
compliance with this Order and other related issuances.

Seetlon ). Extraction Fee. Suitable matenials for commergial
disposition shall be subject 10 exiraction [ee, to be collecled by the
Provincial Government of Negros Occidental in accordance with the
Local Government Code.

AN

MONITORING AND ENFORCEMENT

Section 1. Creation af Imter-Agency Conpmittee. An inler-ngeacy
commiltee shall be created. compused of the following:

a) Govemor of the Province of Negros Occidenta? as Chairperson: j
b} DENR Regional Executive Direetor VI as Yice-Chairperson:

) DPWIH Regional Direclor VI Director as Momber;
d) MGEB Reyonal Dhireetor VI as Member: and i
e} EMB Regional Director VI as Member,

Sectton L. Powers and Functions of the dnter-Agency Committee, Tl
inter-agency commitiee shall bave the following powers and functions: |

a) Serve as oversight for the implementation of this Administrative
Oriler and monitoring of the dredging operations:
b) Shall recommend the suspension and/or cancellation ol permis
and/or clgarances; and
¢} Shall propose pulicies and programs to rationalize (he dredging
operations.
VIE

FINAL PROVISIONS

Section 1. Subjectivity to Other Laws, This Order shall be subject o
the Constition, and all pertinent Yaws, guidehines and issuances.

Section 2. Repealing Clause. All Orders, issaances. mles and
regulations. or parts thereol whnch are inconsisteny with thys Qrder are
irercby repealed or modified accordingly

Section 3. Separability. The provisions ef 1his Order are herehy
declared 10 be separable, {1 any part or provision ol this Order sl
be declored invalid, the remaining portions or provisious shall bot
e aflecied thereby and shali be construed as 1T it did not contain the
pariicular invaltid lerm or provision,

Section 4. Suppletory  Clatse. in casc of violation  andiar
non-compliance with the provisions of {ns Adminisirative Order, the
pertinent penal provisions under RA - 7942, Presidential Deeree No
1386 andl other applicable laws, rules and regulation shall be applicd
suppletory hereto.

Section 5. Fffeclivity. This Administrauve Crder shall take cffect

fiftcen ¢15) davs following ns complete publication in a newspaper of
general circulatron and registration with the Office of the Adminisicative

Register.
szon Ciigoy A, |MATL:M/ |

Secretary

Issued on Lanuary 6, 2020 in Qu
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