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IBINIGAY ni San. Bong Go ang suct
niyang sapatos sa isang lalaking
kabilang sa mga nasunugan ng tira-
han sa Brgy. Vasra, Quezon City
noong Dec. 31, 2019. Inasistehan
siya sa pamimigay ng tulong ngkan-
yarg} mga kaibigan na sina action
star Philip Salvador at DENR Under
secretary Benny Antiporda (nake-
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Gov't to ensure Pinoys’ security
amid tensions in the ME - Go

PRESIDENT Rodrigo Du-
terte met with top offi-
cials of the Department
of National Defense
(DND) and the Armed
Forces of the Philippines
(AFP) to assess the likely
impact of the increasing
tensions in the Middle
East on the country, espe-
cially on Filipinos over-
seas.

“NagpatawagnasiPan-
gulong Duterteng meeting
kasamaang chiefof staffng
AFP kung ano ang magig-
ing epektonitpsaatingban-
sa af sa ating seguridad,”
Senator  Christopher
Lawrence “Bong” Gosaid.

According to Go, who
was present during the
meeting on Sunday, Presi-
dent Duterte ordered the
AFT to be prepared to de-
ploy military assets to re-
patriate overseas Filipinos
in the Middle East, partic-
tlarly from Iran and Iraq,
at any moment’s notice, in
coordination with the De-
partment of Foreign Af-
fairs (DFA), Department
of Laborand Employment
{DOLE) and other con-
cermed agencies.

“Hindi na makaantay
ang Pangulo na sa Martes
pa pag-usapan sa Com-
mand Conference ang sit-
wasyon sa Middle East
kung kava siya nag-
patawag ng emergency
meeting ngavon Mahutina

The senator was at the
Department of Environ-
mentand Natural Resourc-
es(DENR) Covered Court
in Visayas Avenue, Que-
zon Clity to provide aid to
161 families affected by a
fire that oceurred at Brgy.
Vasra on December 31.

G,o d[stbl)uted foods

"SENATOR Bong Go gives his shoes to a man whe

was among those who lost their homes in a fire
in Bgy. Vasra, Quezon City on Dec. 31, 2019. Go
was assisted in giving aid by his friends action
star Philip Saivador and DENR Undersecretary
Benny Antiporda (wearing cap in background).

prepared tayo mag-repa-
triate ng ating mga kaba-
bayaniinecessary, iyanang
prayoridad ng Pangulo,”
Goexplained.

.Go added that con-
cambriagencies werg also

grocery packsand cash as-
ststance. Around 700 indi-
viduals lost their homesin
the incident. He also told
students affected in the fire
incident that he will pro-
vide them anew setof uni-
forms and school supplies
o enable them to resume
theu studies u;nmedrat;ly

instructed to prepare con-
tingency measures and
identify nearby safe coun-
tries where affected over-
seas Filipinos can be repa-
triated and all other contin-
ganciesincaseit willbe top

“Naritopoakoparading-
ginang inyongmgahinana-
ing,” Go told fire victims.

Headded thathis prior-
ity has alwaysbeen the Fil-
ipinos in vulnerable situa-
Honsand that whereverhe
is needed, he will immedi-
ately respond to the dis-
tTess calls of the peo_ple.

difficulttobring themback
to the Philippines.
Thesenatorassured the
public thatthe government
will take all steps possible
to ensure the security of
Filipinosin thecountry and
overseas Filipino workers
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(OFWs), especially in the

Middle East.

“Patuloy nating mina-
mATmanan ang sitwasyon
sa Middle East, lalo na sa
Iran. Nasa interesng Pilipi-
nasna panatilihinang peace
and stability in the region.
Ourconcerndlearlyisonthe
safety and security of Fli-
pinos in that country and
the region,” Go said.

According to Go, the
Presidentconsiders thesit-
uation with utmost con-
cern and hopes that things
willstabilize, with thesup-
portotallregional and glo-
bal stakeholders.

“The President has di-
rected relevantagencies to
prepare for any eventuali-
ty and possible impact on
the country. As your Sena-
tor, I will support all ef-
forts of PRRDtosafeguard
and protect otr national
interests in the Middle
Bast,” Go said.

Very recently, relevant
government agencies, in-
ctuding the DEA, were in-
structed to closely monitor
and report developments

inlrag, Iranand other parts

of the Middle East. .
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lalaking INg sa mga nasunugan ng tirahan sa
Bgy. Vasra, Quezon Clty noong Dec. 31, 2019. Inasistehan
siya sa pamimigay ng tulong ng kanyang mga kalbigan
na sina actlon star Phillp Salvador at DENR
Undersecretary Benny Antiporda {nakasombrero sa likod).
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Similar red flags

n waging war against the two major water con-
cessionaires, President Duterte railed against
what he said were onerous provisions in their
contracts amounting to a surrender of the coun-
try's sovereignty., ]

“In that contract, ‘pag mabasa mo (if you
read it), our country surrendered everything to
Manila Water and to Maynilad—everything, in-
cluding the sovereignty,” the President said in a
visit to typhoon victims in Legazpi City, Albay,

in early December. “Hindi ko ito mastkmura (I cannot
take it) ... We have lost the sovereignty, we bargained
it away,” he added.

In the same month, during a visit to earthquake
victims in M'lang, North Cotabato, Mr. Duterte said
the 1997 water concession agreement considered wa-
ter as a commodity and not a natural resource, which
he added was a “really crooked way of interpreting the
Constitution.” The concession agreement, the Presi-
dent fumed, contained a “prohibition against govern-
ment interference in rate-setting” as well as a provi-
sion on indemnity for possible losses in the event the
government interfered in setting the water rates.

It is certainly well within the President’s respon-
sibilities to make sure that government contracts are
above board and do not contain provisions unfair to
the public, especially over a critical resource such
as water for the residents of Metro Manila, Cavite

- and Rizal. But, at about the same time that the Pres-

ident was invoking the issue of sovereignty in lash-
ing out at the two local water companies, the issue
was strangely absent in his cheer-leading for another
water deal—the P18.7-billion New Centennial Water
Source-Kaliwa Dam Project awarded by his adminis-
tration to the Chinese.

Red flags eerily similar to what Mr. Duterte has

been denouncing in the Manila Water-Maynilad -

case have been raised about the Kaliwa Dam deal by

many observers. For one, according to Bayan Muna

Rep. Carlos Zarate, the deal provides that any dispute

or. default in payments will be decided in a court in
Beijing using Chinese laws. The contract, Zarate said, ,
imposes an admission on the part of the Philippines

that the agreement does not violate any of its laws.

“Worse, it provides that any dispute such as a delay

or default in payment shall be resolved by the China

International Economic and Trade Arbitration Com-

mission and shall be governed by the laws of China. It

even imposes that the venue shall be in Beijing "
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Similarly, human rights lawyer Neri Colmenares,
in filing a suit at the Supreme Court against the Kali-
wa Dam project, charged that the deal was laden with
onerous provisions detrimental to the people: “The
conditions have been dictated by China, from the in-
terest rates, choice of contractor and workers, an af-
firmation by the (Department of Justice) secretary on
the legality of the loan, confidentiality of the terms of
the agreemént, and in case of default, China can take
jover a property of the Philippines in exchange.”

The lopsided framework is not limited to Kaliwa.
Retired Supreme Court senior associate justice Anto-
nio Carpio has warned against other infrastructure
projects funded through Chinese loans such as the
$62-million Chico River project, “In case of default by
the Philippines in repayment of the loan, China can
seize, to satisfy any arbitral award in favor of Chi-
na, ‘patrimonial assets and assets dedicated to com-
mercial use’ of the Philippine government,” Carpio
said in a forum in March zo019. The Chico River deal,
signed several months before Kaliwa Dam, is expect-
ed to be the template for all other Chinese loans to
the Philippines, he said.

Aside from its questionable provisions, the Kaliwa
Dam project would also displace the indigenous peo-
ples living in the areas to be inundated by the dam.
Yet, despite these concerns, the President has force-
fully pushed for the project, even warning the courts
not to dare issue any temporary restraining orders.

When details of the secret Kaliwa deal were first
bared in April last year, a piqued Mr. Duterte ordered
a sweeping review of all government contracts to
“determine whether there are onerous provisions...
that would put the Filipino people in disadvantage or
in violation of the Constitution,” said his spokespet-
son. That was the first and last time the public heard

- about the order; no other information would come
from Malacafiang as to how many and which con-
tracts were given a second look, and what the results
of the review were.

Apparently, the problematic Kaliwa Dam deal
has emerged unscathed from that supposed drag-
net, because now it's all systems go—and damn any
questions about sovereignty. But shouldn't it be that
whart's sauce for local “oligarchs” is sauce, too, for for-
eign “friends”™? .
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Water,

Maymlad deals void

The Presment has
stated that all contracts
that will be found with
anerous provisions,
that go against the law
and the jnterest of the
nation, will be reviewed
and will be scrapped

By Francis T. Wakefield
@ribunephl_FTW

What contracts?

As far as Malacafiang is
concerned, there are no existing
contracts between the governinent
and water concessionaires Manila
Water Company Services and
Maynilad Water Services Inc.

Puinting out the non-validity of
the deals Maunted by the waler
firms, Chief presidential Legal
Counsel and spokesman Satvador
Panelo on Monday disclosed that
the contracts were void {rom the
start, _

“As the President said, there is

Turn te page A2

Short-term and long-term approaches, such as regular cloud seeding

operations, water treatment of existing bodies of water, and construction
of new water sources, among others, are being employed in order to secure

enough supply of Water to reach ea.ch and every household in Metro Manila

From page A1

not even a contract to speak of,
it's null and void at its inception,”
Panelo stressed.

“So, you cannct even say that
there is a contract. What contract?
What they entered were null and
void, that's why we will not respect
them from the very beginning,”
he added.

So, they are already
forewarned that contracts
that are against the law, the
Constitution and the general
welfare of the Filipinos will
not be allowed.

At the same time, Panelo
downplayed the supposed negative
effect of the administration’s stand
on the two companies compared to
the other businesses and potential
investors.

He assured investors that the
Duterte administration is allout
for contracts that will protect the
interests of the Filipino people.

“They (investors) should be
happy because the government
will not allow contracts that
are against the interest of the
Filipino people. So, they are
already forewarned that contracts
that are against the law, the
~ Constitution and the general
welfare of the Filipinos will not
be allowed,” Panelo said.

“So, they will become cautious.
When they invest, they know the

right terms,” he added.

The Palace spokesman
maintained that the Duterte
administrafion is not zereing on
the Manila Water and Maynilad.

In fact, Panelo said that the
President is open to review all
existing government contracts to
ensure their integrity.

“The President has stated that
all contracts that will be found
with onerous provisions, that go
against the law and the interest
of the nation, will be reviewed and
will be scrapped,” he pointed out.,

Panelo cited the Daily Tribune
banner story on Monday which
revealed that both Manila Water
and Maynilad have been raking
profits since being granted
with 1b-year extensions to their
contracts in 2009,

Bloomberg records alse showed
Manila Water as having earned more
than P6.5 billion in net income from
a total P18.836.29 billion in revenue
with a 32.89 percent profit margin
in 2018 alone,

Tt was no different with
\iarnﬂad which registered big
ntmbers before it filed a case
before the Singapore Court.

Maynilad also figured
consistently in 2016 and 2017, Its net
income for 2016 was af P6.75 billion
on P20.22billion revenue while in
2017, it had a P6.85billion nef income
from a P20.77billion profit,

“Have you read the Tribune’s
headline today? How many
billions are being raked in by the

concessionaires because of these
contracts,” Panelo shared. '

State of emergency

For his part, Presidential °

Communications Operations
Office chief Secretary Martin
Andanar said that the option to
declare a state of emergency to
address the water issue is the
prerogative of the President and
is relative to the severity of the
problem.

Investors should be happy
because the government will
not allow contracts that are
against the interest of the
Filipino people.

In a statement, Andanar said it
is the discretion of the President
and his team of experts — as they
assess the situation — if declaring
a state of national emergency is
needed to address the issue of
water supply in Metro Manila.

“We concur with the
administration’s assessments and
recommendations of exhausting
every option in order to resolve the
water supply problem in Metro Manila
and uphold actions in support of our
national security on this matter,”
Andanar told Deaily Tribune,

He said that given the threats
posed by climate change and the
ballooning population of Metro
Manila which affect the usage and
consumption of available water
supply from limited water sources,

water security plans have been put
in place.

“Short-term and long-term
approaches, such as regular
cloud seeding operations, water
treatment of existing bodies of
water, and construction of new
water sources, among others, are
being employed in order to secure
enough supply of water to reach
each and every household in Metro
Manila,” he added.

To alleviate this national
gecurity issue, the building of
Kaliwa and Wawa dams is also set
to be undertaken, he shared.

“While this will unfortunately
greatly affect our indigenous
peoples (IP), it is deemed
necessary and considered to be
our last resort,” Andanar said.

“We have the utmost respect for
our IF, and once this option is acted
upon, everyone can be assured that all
the affected members of our IP will be
relocated and given needed assistance
by the government,” he added.

National Security Adviser
Hermogenes Esperon Jr. previousty
acknowledged the likelihood of a
crisis in the country’s metropolis
when water concessionaires fail
to develop other sources of water.

Environment experts
interviewed by the Daily
Tribune said the situation in
Metro Manila had worsened to
the point of the government
needing to declare a sfate of
emergency to assure that water
fiows to each household.

The President has indicated
that to address the worsening
water problem in Metro Manila,
the government will push the
construction of the Wawa and
Kaliwa dams.

—
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Calamitous shortage
In 5 years

Government agencies from past administrations were
kicking the can down the road. They all knew that

Calamitous
shortage

In 5 years

SPECIAL REPORT

By Maria Romero
@tribunephl_mbr

The Philippines is likely to
face a “catastrophic” water
problem in five te 10 years if no
“fast and raassive” measures are
taken not only by the government
but all stakeholders.

In a study dubbed as the
Asian Water Development
Outlook conducted by the Asian
Development Bank (ADB),
researchers found out that the
Philippines is likely to face
serious water shortages with
adverse consequences to the
population, the economy and the
ecosystem soon.

This was seconded by an
urban planning expert and
strategic planner contacted by
the Daily Tribune to analyze
the angoing water crisis.

“It's a clear and present danger
Lhat will continviously affect Metro
Manila for years to come,” the
strategic planner pointed out.
“All stakeholders, not only the
government, should act now before
the problem reaches catastrophic
scale. You can't imagine the
effects hut what is clear is that
we need to act as one because the
problem ig right. in front of us. We
need fast and massive measures
Lo address the issue.”

Turn to page A2

water demand will outstrip supply

From page A1

He explained that in the next 10
years, water demand in Metro Manila
will definitely increase, estimated
to double, citing the “amazing”
economic growth of the Philippines.

He stressed that the solutions
to the water problem are readily
available and President Rodrigo
Duterte's strong political will is a
definite boost,

“The President’s announcements
in the past couple of weeks that
centered on connecting Wawa and
Kaliwa rivers to replenish the La
Mesa Dam water level is, to say the
least, briliant,” the strategic planner
said. 1

The President has branded the
operationalization of Kaliwa Dam
and Wawa Dam as the “last resort”
to sustain water demand of Metro
Manila which is populated by more
or less 20 million people,

“There is really no solution
because you have to maintain the
soclo-economic growth, the social
fabric will stabilize by ample supply
of water... everybody has to work
together,” he added.

He cited the Jack of synchronized
planning by the various agencies
and local government units as
contributory factor to the problem.

“The planning, the zoning of each
local government unit. .. infrastructire
did not increase, suddenly you build
high rise buildings but our roads did
not increase, the utilities have not
increased. That starfed to choke the
whole city,” he explained.

“Waste water management is
non-existent,” he added.

Both experts, however, maintained
that there are solutions readily
available to address the water woes.
(These will be discussed in the next
Tribune articles)

The latest ADB report showed
that on a scale of 0 to 100 in terms
of national water security, the
Philippines scored 35 in 2018, In
three years, it improved to 40.4.

The ADB said it was largely
on the back of “somewhat betfer
enforcement of environmental laws
and the growth of water supply
| systems serving communities.”

Industrialization and economic
transformation require

more power and a shift to
more water-intensive diets,
thus increasing competition
between water users like
industry and agriculture.

However, this 2020, the region
remains “a global hotspot for water
insecurity” despite improvements in
managing water resources.

The research team of the
multi-national lending bank noted
that the country, despite significant
gains, still faces a challenging fiture.

“Industrialization and economic
transformation require more power
and a shift to more waterintensive
diets, thus increasing competition
between water usess like industry and
agriculture,” the ADB report warned,

“The region's water demand is
projected to increase by about 65
percent, due to the growing needs
for domestic water, manufacturing
and thermal electricity generation,”
it added.

Thus, the agriculture sector will
need to produce 60 percent more
food globally by 2050, and 100 percent
more in developing countries, using
diminishing water resources.

Economic impact

In a previous interview, National
Economie Development Authority
(NEDA) Secretary Ernesto Pernia
said & “possible water shortage in the
summer of 2020" is forecasted as the
tailend effects of Bl Nifio are seen
to put pressure on water security in
the country.

Pernia said this concern may
be aggravated by the prevailing
uncertain climate of the future of the
water contracts of concessionaires
Maynilad Water Services Inc. and
Manila Water Company Services
after the Metropolitan Waterworks
and Sewerage System (MWSS)
canceled the 16year extension of
their agreements.
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Maybe they will be pushed
forward, they will be
pressured to deliver better
service in 2020.

“There is a possible water shortage
in the summer months especially
given that the concessionaires are
now set back in their plans,” Pernia,
was quoted as saying.

“Or maybe they will be pushed
forward, they will be pressured to
deliver better service in 2020," he
added. i

Mearwhile, NEDA Undersecretary
Adoracion Navarro confirmed that in
the event of supply shortage from the
Angat Dam, which currently supplies
the majority of Metro Manila's water
needs, irrigation supply would be
the first to be cut to give priority to
the supply of potable water to the
rmegacity's households.

Lack of infrastructure

Meanwhile, Director of Institute
for Water Policy at the Lee Kuan
Yew School of Public Policy Eduardo
Araral said the expected water crisis
stemmed from the lack of foresight,
planning and political will of the
government

“Government agencies from past
administrations were kicking the can
down the road. They all knew that
(water) demand will outstrip supply,”
Araral was quoted as saying. '

In a separate study, ADB said
the local government should work
to narrow its spending gap as it will
yield multiple dividends, especially
when investments have development
benefits aside from reducing disaster
risk.

“Examples include (investments
in) stable water resource
management that integrates flood
risk considerations, (to name a few),”
the ADB said.

Anton Alifandi, assoctate director
at [HS Markit, said the uncertain
climate of the water sector may not
bode well to investors, worsening the
current situation further. '

Alifandi said risks could
particularly impact irvestor appetite
on the revised “Build, Build, Build”
infrastructure program,

He said swaying investors away
will net help the country biild more
water infrastructures to augment
supply.

Based on the MWSS study, Metro
Manila's water demand will cutstrip
supply by as much as 13 percent
during peak days from 2019 to 2020, kM !

Both experts admitted that 1
Manila Water Company Services
.and Maynilad Water Services Ine.
are partly to be blamed for their
failure to put up treatment plants
and improve the sewage system in
the metropolis.
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All taken
for a ride

{4
Some 20

percent of the
water bill of
customers of
Maynilad and
Manila Water
classified as

‘environmental

Jee’ should
cover the
cleaning

of septic
vauits of
each pajing
household
once epery
Sive years.

Allies of the besieged oligarchs, amid the demand of
accountability by President Rody Duterte on the two
water concessionaires, are now harping on rules heing
changed in midstream thai they say affect investors’
confidence.

Being cited now are past instances when government
actions led to the breaking off of contracts, such as what
happened to Fraport AG during the Arroyo administration
and the Suez SA deal in the term of former President
Noynay Aquino.

Critics underlined that Rody’s efforts against
Maynilad Water Services Inc. and Manila Water Corp.
are undermining efforts to woo investors,

“It also comes as the country, competing with its
Southeast Asian neighbors for foreign investment,
is seeking to lure companies to joitt an P8 trillion
infrastructure program,” according to
a report, citing local businessmen ;
who are likely sympathetic with big
business interests.

Except for the self-serving
statements, there are no such adverse
views from the
institutions that Y&
matter.

Moody's Investors
Service for instance
reperted that any
reguiatory risk from
the water dispute
won't likely affect the
Philippines’ overall investment-grade rating. ),

“We are watching the situation, but ‘G
there also are more material developments
that we are looking at that could affect the Philippines’
credit profile,” Moody's senior vice president Christian
de Guzman said.

The more critical issues are the reform measures which
should juclude the demand to review the terms of the
concession agreements that are onerous for the government.

An official of the American Chamber of Commerce of
the Philippines said the term “onerous” is subjective and
depends on who defines it, which he indicated is a turn
off for those looking at investing in the country.

Clearly, the apologists commissioned by the Ayalas
and Manuel V. Pangilinan, whom Rody said are both
destined to the New Bilibid Prison, are making nojses to
put outside pressure on the administration’s campaign
to end corporate abuses of the government.
T~ — ——  The most basic service that
¢« the public deserves from the

Moody’s Investors  concessionaires has not been
Service for instance rendered them.
reported that any Aside from revenue-earning
:;g'ii‘;ﬁg:ydg;’;gom water distribution, the

. agreement with government
won't t:keiy’ affect the ¢ that both would set up an
{’h:hppines overall efficient sewerage system, a
investmeni-grade ;
rating. service where they do not earn

anything.
Both water firms, however,
have .collected fees for that purpose without providing
this mandated servige.
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Maynilad and Manila Water were ?Llso required to
clean septic vaults of their consumers in the absence of
a sewerage network where refuse is treated.

Some 20 percent of the water bill of customers of
Maynilad and Manila Water classified as “environmental
fee” should cover the cleaning of septic vaults of each

ing household once every five years. .
payl}hg water firms, however, lack efforts to inform
the public about their responsibility and even put out
advertisements as if the service is being provided out of

ir good hearts, .
thel\lflra%y households, particularly in Metro Manila, tap
private firms such as the famed Malabanan trucks to clean
their septic tanks not knowing that they can_demand such
service that they pay for in their monthly bills.

Since 1007 when the concession agreement starte(.l,
the water firms completed only about 15 peljcent of th‘EIT
committed sewerage projects, while conveniently stating
that a network would be completed only b;{ 2037.

The implication was that the water firms needed
the extended contract to complete what they have
committed to do in 1987 when they sealed the contract

i vernmertt.

W“’:}‘1‘rliopublic, meanwhile, have to con.tlnue to foot the
bill for the concessionaires’ transgressions. ‘
Such deception should not be aflowed to continue.

FOUORIAL  CARIOON
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Govt to push for reforms to achieve

THE Philippines continues to be one
of the fastest growing economies in
the region despite the initial slow-
down in the first two quarters of the
year due to the delayed passage of
the 2019 budget.

“The economy has commued
to grow this vear despite its initial
slowdown in the first two quarters
and the obstacles that were thrown
its way — from the El Nifio phe-
nomenoin that resulted in water
shortages, the delay in the passage
of the 2019 budget, 1o the US-China
trade war, among other things,” said
Socioeconomic Planning Secretary
Ernesto Pernia.

The Philippine economy grew by
6.2 percent in the third quarter of
the year, the second fastest growing
economy after Vietnam.

It was also ahead of China, India,
Malaysia, Indonesia and Thailand.

Pernia attributed the acceleration
— ]

‘of growth to the robust

inclusive growth

publicspending consump-
tion spending and the eas-
ing inflation rate, which
as of November was at 1.3
percent, significantly lower than the
0.0 percent last year.

“Prices, which are a major concern
of ordinary Filipinos, have remained
stable. Year-to-date headline infla-
tion for 2019 stands at 2.5 percent,
mainly driven by lower prices of
food, primarily for and com, relative
to the previous year’s level. In the

' case of non-food items, the decline

in global oil prices resulted in price
rollbacks for domestic petroleum
products,” he said.

Pernia added that one of the
achievements of the government is
also the “more indusive growth.”

"More importantly, growth has
been more inclusive, as we were able
1o lift more Filipinos out of poverty

THE BEST in 2018 when population
OF TIMES
IN 2019

poverty incidence dropped
to 16.6 percent of the pop-
ulation from 23.3 percent

e 111 20015,” he said.

“The number of poor Filipinos —
or the magnitude of poverty — went
down from 23.5 million Filipinos
in 2015 to 17.6 million Filipinos in
2018. This means that we have lifted
5.9 million Filipinos from poverty
between 2015 and 2018," Pernia
further said.

Improving
employment figures

Employment rate in the country
likewise improved this year.

Data from the October 2019 La-
bor Force Survey of the Philippine
Statistics Authority (PSA) showed
that the country’s employment rate
Tose to 95.5 percent, the highest in

all previous October rounds of the
survey in the last ten years.

“Our unemployment rate
dropped from 5.1 percent in 2018
to 4.5 percent this year, the lowest
in the last ten years. Even our un-
deremployment rate eased to 13.0
percent from 13.3 percent in 2018,"
Pernia said.

Challenges
and priorities

“Looking at these milestones in our
joumney, we see a stable economic
performance for 2019, even as we
remain vigilant and prepared to face
risks such as possible water short-

“ages in 2020, weak global growth

and stagnating world trade, disnup-
tive technologies, and the volatility
of oil prices,” Pernia said.

He said that the country's eco-
nomic growth is projected to be

between 6.0 to 6.5 percent for 2019
and 6.5 to 7.5 percent in 2020 to

2022,

“As Filipinos, there is much that
we can look forward to in 2020, as
we will continue to invest in the
people’s future while addressing
immediate and meditim-term chal-

lenges,” he said.

One of the government's priori-
ties is the improvement of infrastruc-

ture in the country;

A joint committee of the National
Economic and Development Au-
thority (NEDA) recently approved
P626.11 billion worth of infrastruc-
ture and transportation projects.

Among those approved by NE-
DA's [nvestment Coordination
Committee-Cabinet Committee
were the unsolicited operate-add-
transfer proposals for the Davao
Interhational Airport and Laguind-

»Growth B4
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ingan Airport; the Metro Rail Transit
4 and EDSA Greenways projects;
the Maritime Safety Enhancement
Program; and the Bataan-Cavite
Interlink Bridge Project.

Also approved were the Cebu-
Mactan Bridge (fourth bridge) and
Coastal Road Construction Project
(New Mactan Bridge Construction
Project); the Davao City Coastal
Bypass Road, including the Bucana
Bridge Project; the Capas-Botolan
Road Project; Panay-Guimaras-Ne-
gros Island Bridges Project; Davao
City Bypass Construction Project-
Second Change in Scope and Cost
and Supplemental Loan; and the
Samar-Pacific Coastal Road Project-
Loan Validity and Implementaticn
Extenston and Increase in Cost.

“The approval of these projects is
a pivotal step in fulfilling our thrust
of fostering growth centers in the re-
gions and expanding access to devel-
opment opporiunities throughout
the country,” Pernia said.

“These are in line with the Na-
tional Spatial Strategy to make cit-
ies' like Metro Manila efficient and
to improve connectivity between
areas,” he added.

On the external front, Pernia
said there is also a need to establish
new trade relations to withstand
the effects of a projected global
slowdown.

“To withstand external shocks
and promote growth over the me-
dium term, our country must diver-
sify products and markets through
the establishment or improvement
of new and existing trade relations
with strategic pariners,” he said.

Pernia said that moving forward,
some of the priority bills that they
are pushing for include the amend-
ments to the Public Service Act,
the Retail Trade Liberalization Act,
and the Peoreign Investment Act,
These nii ~tv bills will support the

expansion of foreign direct invest-
ment and trade opportunities in the
Philippines.

Pernia said the bill that should be
prioritized is the National Land Use
Act as this will help better utilize,
manage and develop the coumrys
land resources.

He said key policy reforms that
should be pursued over the next
three years include the remaining
tax reform packages; Budget Reform
Bill; Strengthening the Culture of
Planning in Government; Amend-
ments to the BOT (Build-Operate-
Transfer) Law; Department of Water
and Water Regulatory Commission;
Disaster Resiliency Bill; and the Na-
tional Quality Infrastructure.

To help improve the agriculture
sector, Pernia also called on the
Department of Agriculture other
concerned agencies to swiftly imple-
ment the programs and projects
under the Rice Competitiveness
Enhanceiment Fund.

“Perhaps, among the priority
projects should be the provision of
mechanical dryers, particularly in
areas where we lack ‘solar drying’
facilities. As the harvest season is
ongoing, the government should
continue to directly buy palay (un-
milled rice) from local producers af-
fected by the unprecedented decline
in farm gate prices to help curb their
losses,” he said.

To counter the risk of the spread
of Aftican swine fever, Pernia said
the government must continue to
enforce its biosecurity measures by
putting in place stringent quaran-
tine checkpoints, provision of dis-
infection facilities, and intensified
anti-smuggling and meat 1nspect10n
efforts.

“We in the government remain
committed to pass reforms and
implement programs and projects,
not solely foreconomic growth, but
maost especially for realizing the vi-
sion of providing every Filipino of a
matatag maginhawa at panatag na
buhay,” Pernia said.

ANNA LEAH E. GONZALES
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Problemang pangkalikasan
agad solusyunan

Dear Abante Tonite:

Isang taon na naman ang nakalipas, pero hindi pa
man umaarangkada ang tacn, napakarami na agad
suliranin ang kinahaharap hindi lang ng ating bansa,
ngunit ng mundo, at pinakarami rito ay hinggil sa
kalikasan.

Noong 2019 aﬁ? lang, malalaking wildfire na ang
naranasan sa California, Amazon at hanggang ngayon
ay nagpapatuloy pa sa Australia. Sa India suliranin pa
rin ang polusyon sa hangin matapos ilang beses nang
makaranas ng smog.

‘Wag na tayong lumayo pa, dito lang sa Pilipinas,
ilang beses na bang nagbabala ang ilang eco group at
maging environment department hinggil sa lumalalang
problema sa basura. Isama na rin ang pagkakalbo ng
mga kagubatan dahil sa mga proyektong ginagawa
sa mga lalawigan, tulad ng mga pabahay na kabuhol
naman ng lumulcbong populasyon.

Hays, napakaraming suliranin, pero wala pang na-
kikitang epektibong solusyon.

Buhol-buhol ang mga problemang ito, kaya tingin ko
hindi lang dapat lisa ang umaksyon, kasi dapat lahat
sabay-sabay na kumilos.

Erlinda Rose
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Art: Rod C. Aquino
Jar 6, 2020

MAHIGPIT NA
PAGPAPATUPAD NG
WASTE SEGREGATION

MAKIKITA ngayon ang malaking pagba-
bago sa Maynila magmula nang istrik-
tong ipatupad ang paglilinis dito.

Pinaalis ang mga vendor na nakaha-
rang sa mga pangunahing kalsada kung
saan makikita rin ang gabundok na ba-
sura na iniiwan ng mga ito na isa sa na-
giging sanhi ng pagsisikip ng daloy ng
trapiko.

Mahigpit din ang pagpapatupad sa
mga establisimiyento ng tamang pag-
bubukod ng kanilang mga basura mula
sa recyclable at hindi na. Ang paghihi-

at ang tuyo sa basa. Maging sa mga ka-
bahayan ay istriktong ipinatutupad ang
waste segregation scheme para na rin
sa kalinisan at pag-iwas sa sakit.

Sa pagsasagawa nito, hindi lamang
natin natutufungan ang ating mga sarili at
kapaligiran kundi maging ang mga taong
ang hanapbuhay ay ang pangongolekta
ng basura. Maiiwasan na ng mga ito ang
labis na pagkalkal sa mga basura kung
saan dati ay pagkatapos na ikalat ay jii-
wan lamang din ang mga basurang hindi
kapaki-pakinabanyg sa kanila na dagdag
pa sa dapat na linisin.

Tularan sana ang ganitong gawain
hindi lamang sa Kamaynilaan kundi
maging sa buong bansa upang makatu-
long sa fkagaganda al ikalilinis ng ating
kapaligiran at makaakit ng turismo sa at-
\ing mga kabayanan.

walay ng nabubulok na basura sa hindi-
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B’gay kagawad held for illegal logging

TUGUEGARAO CITY, Cagayan — Four persons, includ-
ing a barangay kagawad, were arrested for illegal logging in
Cagayan on Sunday: ; e

Col. Ariel Quilang, Cagayan police director, said at least
500 board feet of narra and kamagong were seized from Mi-
chael Pascual, 39, of y Margarita in a

, furniture makers Romeo Cusif,

In Buguey, . . 65, and Cesar
Villasin, 64, as weﬂ'as-thelr driver Michael Bumﬁﬂ. 26, were

n: i ar from
nabbed for trying to smuggle illegally cut lumber tron
Barangay Sta. Teresita to a shop in Baran_ 'E:}r Sl Ca]gmatindig-

wrery FAUT L
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Investment priority eyed
for nickel processing plants

DAVAO CITY — The Philippine Nickel Indus-
try Association (PNIA) is undertaking prepa-
rations to gain investinent priority status for
domestic processing plants, which will allow

miners to capture more vaiue-added than the °

current practice of exporting ove.

PNIA Executive Director Charmaine Olea-
Capili, speaking to media Friday, said the pro-
cess is underway with stakeholders working
on setting up a technical working group to
finalize the Nickel Industry Road Map, a step-
ping stone in making processing plants eligible
for priority status, with attendant incentives
for parties establishing such facilities.

The TWG which will be led by the Depart-
ment of Trade and Industry (DTI} and the
Department of Environmental and Natural
Resources (DENR), with participation from
the business sector, non-government organi-
zations, and universities, she said.

“We have spoken to (Trade) Undersecre-
tary {for Competitiveness and Innovation)
Rafaelita (M.) Aldaba, and she is very happy
that the nickel industry is coming up with a
road map because, she said, it will enable her
to put the nickel industry.. in the national
investment priority plan,” Ms. Capili said.

The Philippines is the world’s second-
biggest nickel producer with an output of

340,000 tons or ore in 2018, after Indonesia
with 560,000 tons, according to the Mines and
(Geosciences Bureau (MGB).

In the first three quarters of 2019, nickel
accounted for 48% of the country’s P99.58
billion metallic production value, These are
mainly exported, with China as the main
market.

“Despite the 1.24% slip in the average nick-
el price, nickel direct shipping ore with the
aid of its other products (mixed nickel-cobalt
sulfide and scandium oxalate) again took the
spotlight accounting for 48% or P47.36 billion
of the total value during the period,” MGB

NOGNTTOW INENS

said in its third quarter mines report released
Dec, 18, 2019.

The PNIA estimates that about two million
jobs could be generated, mostly in Mindanao
where the majority of the nickel mining op-
erations are located, once plants that will
process raw minerals into finished product
are established.

“If you talk about regional economic
growth, we are projecting right now... two
million jobs. Imagine if you talk about velocity
of money and how the ripple effect of coming
up with jobs. You don’t just create jobs, you
create businesses, create more global com-
petitive advantage, and put the Philippines in
the global sphere,” Ms. Capili said.

She said electric vehicles are one of the
most promising potential customers for pro-
cessed nickel.

In Mindanao, meost of the nickel mines are
in provinces within the Caraga Region, as well
as the island province of Tawi-Tawi.

The PNIA members operating in these
areas are; Agata Mining Ventures, Inc. in Agu-
san del Norte; Platinum Group Metals Corp,
in Surigac de Norte; and CTP Construction
and Mining Corp., Marcventures Mining and
Development Corp., and Carascal Nickel Corp.
in Surigao del Sur. — Maya M. Padillo
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Nickel industry roadmap completed this year

An industry road map that will
support the growth of sustainabie
mining in the Philippines is
expected to be completed this
year, the Philippine Nickel Industry
Association (PNJA) said,

“We have taken steps in engaging
the Department of Environment and
Naiural Disaster (DENR) hopefully
to have the national nickel industry
roadmap this year to become
legislation,” PNIA chairman Isidro
Alcantara told reporters in a recent
news conference.

Alcantara said the roadmap will
further develop the growing nickel
industry of the Philippines, saying
the organization already plans the
creation of a technical working
group (TWGQ) that will be tasked
to consolidate inputs from various

stakeholders,

Bravo said they will
continuously seek
sustainable mining policies
so0 that the industry is
developed in full and
confribute to the economy.

The proposed TWG will be a":}

headed by representatives from the
DENR and the Department of Trade
and Industry. Representatives from
the PNIA and other business groups, |
including the Eurcpean Chamber of
Cominerce of the Philippines, will
also be part of the group.
According to Alcantara, the
roadmap will be necessary to
incorporate the development of
the nickel industry in the National

Investment Priority Plan of the
government.

On top of the nickel roadmap,
PNIA president Bante Bravo
said 2020 is the year the nickel
association becomes an active
partner of the government and
help it achieve the Sustainable

Development Goals covenant with
the United Nations.

“Right now, the industry
contributes 1.2 million jobs and it
can add two million more if we can
develop mining further. We want the
people to understand the industry
more,” Bravo said.

“There's more information
campaign to help us educate and
collaborate on what we can do to
promote mining more. We can tell
more human stories on how we

help uplift human lives,” he added.
* Bravo said they will continuously
seek sustainable mining policies so
that the industry is developed in
full and contribute fo the economy,
Data from PNIA show the
Philippines as one of the biggest
producers of nickel in the world,
with an estimated volume of 30
million metric tons in 2019 alone.
Around 90 percent of that
were exported to China and the
remaining 10 percent sent to Japan,

- Australia and the European Union.

For 2020, the industry leaders
forecast stronger nickel production
and outbound shipments on the
back of higher prices resulting from
the mickel export ban imposed by
Indonesia.

Marla Romero @tribunenhl mbr
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On thorium

Apart from bringing
down the cost of power to
10 percent to 15 percent

on Climate Change and
CHAMBER LANE the International Energy

Jess Varela Agency.
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The utilization of energy by economies is somehow proportional
to their developmental trajectory, The appetite for power ifwreases
as more countries develop. Notwithstanding the efforts of renewable
energy advocates and global program directions pursued, the
dependence on fossil fuel remains to be the more viable option
it seems. ;

A number of economies like the Philippines continue to be
depamlel_lt on fossil fuel, being more aceessible and comparatively
inexpensive. In 2018, the Philippines consumed a total of 844,765
gtgmat‘ls per hour of electricity with coal aceounting for
51,932 gigawatts per hour and oil at 4,173 glgawatts per hour.
The construction of coalfired plants in 2019 coupled with the
infrastructure flagship programs of government will definitely
increase the country's carbon emissions making our commitment
to the Paris accord more challenging,

However, government's resolve for nuclear ener
should be firm and unwavering for a number nfﬂ
detractors will emerge. Aside from some NGO, expect
a few lawyers who will argue on its constitutionality.

How does government balance its continued desire for growth
and development and sustain a healthy ecology? It may now be the
right opportunity for government to serlously accept the offers of
building nuclear power plants.

Apart from bringing down the cost of power to 1) percent to
15 percent of the prevailing rates (thereby drastically iuﬂriring the
cost of doing business), nuclear energy is the single bigaest source
of low carbon electricity and recognized in many of the scenarios
assessed by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change and the
Imarna.t_Icmal Energy Agency, among others, as having a critical role
to play in responding to the climate emergency, It is, indubitably,
an environmentally sustainable activity, :

Opposition to nuclear plants often refer to the Fukushima incident
}lrhere the plant was shul down due to an earthquake, Said nuclear plant
in Fukushima is vintage '60s, yet, all of the modern retrofil systems
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and designs prevented a meltdown. Today’s
technology has made nuclear plants a lot
more safe fo the public. Our country is
surrounded by neighbors that host nuclear
power plants such as Taiwan, China,
Korea and Japan, to name a few. All these
seonomies, incidentally are way advanced
than ours.

Moreover, the fear of uranimm is likewise
raised by detractors. The notion of uranium
as the main ingredient of nuclear arms and
the mishandling of its toxic waste scare
the public. But today's modern systems
and designs can remove the radioactive
elements in uranium and instead be
substituted by thorium. It may be of interest
to note that thorium is radon-free and
three times more abundant than uranium.
Radons are released whenever uranium
is extracted. Moreover, the liquid thorium
fed to the generators acts as both fuel and
coolant, allowing the reactor to self regulate,
making the occurrence of a meltdown
almost impossible.

While their opposition may be
unobitrusive, intemse lobbying at
all fronts is expected as their
businesses will definitely be
affected.

Thorium poses as a better alternative
than uranium. While the Earth's crust has
three times more thorium than uranium, it
is also less messy to excavate. One tonne
of thorium is equivalent to 85 tonnes of
uranium or four million tonnes of coal, More
importantly, thorium cannot be developed
as a weapon, As such, it certainly will be
well received and accepted by the public,
I can only guess that uranium continues
to be the choice as stockpiling it provides
| the necessary leverage and understandable
| alternative for military defense, global

posturing, power and dominance.

| Should the Philippines engage the new
| technologies for nuclear energy? I believe
that we should have had entertained this
since yesterday. [ have always pushed for the
small modular resctors (SME) to power the
three island provinces of Sulu, TawiTawi and
Basilan. The confidence level on SMR has
been undisputed as it powers submarines,
where it is exposed to all kinds of danger, yet,
no incident, not even issues on toxic waste
occurred. Its technology today has further
matured to be efficient and safe. Providing
efficient and inexpensive power to these
islands can trigger peace and development in
the ares, especially now that a part of Tawt
Tawi is being proposed for inclusion in the
eeonomic zone.
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Warriors gain
outright semis

Games Sunday (Paco Arena)
3:30 p.m. —PITC vs Judiciary
5 p.m. - DENR vs AFP

Department of Environment and Natural
Resources {DENR) clinched the second outright
semis berth with a 110-93 win over PhilHealth in
the 8th UNTV Cup held over the weekend at the
Paco Arena in Manila.

Ed Rivera and Melvin Bangal came through
with big shots in a decisive second-quarter attack as
the DENR Warriors turned what started as a tight
contest into a rout,

Rivera tallied 25 points and eight boards while
Bangal was two assists shy from completing a
double-double after posting 18 points, nine assists
and three boards for the Warriors, who trailed, 31-28,
at the end of the first quarter.

Apart from securing an automatic semis slot
in the annual tournament for public servants, and
offering P4 million to the chosen charity of the
champion team, the Warriors tied idle and defending
champion Armed Forces of the Philippines for the
lead at 7-1.

That set a fitting climax to the second round of
elims as the Warriors and Cavaliers dispute the top
seeding on Sunday in the tournament organized by
UNTV president and CEO Dr. Daniel Razon.

Department of Agriculture kept its quarterfinal
bid alive by downing Malacafiang-Philippine
Sports Commission, 78-68, behind the 26-point
performance of former UST hotshot Emerson Oreta.

With the win, the Food Masters finished the
second round with a 5~4 mark, tying the Kamao for
sixth to seventh places.
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UNTV: DENR clinches
2nd outright semis berth

Department of Environment and Matural
Fesources clinched the second cutright sambs berth
with a 110-93 win over PhilHealth Plus in the 8th
UNTV Cusp held over the weekend at the Paco Arena
in Manila. ! a i

Ed Rivera and Melvin Bangal came through with
big shots in a decisive second quarter attack as the
DENR Warriors turned what started as a tight contest
into & rout.

Rivera tallied 25 points and eight boards while
Bangal was two assists shy from completinga
double-double after posting 18 points, 9 assists and
three boards for the Warriors who tralled PhilHeaith
Plus 31-28 at the end of the first quarter.

_Apart from securing an automatic semis
siot, the Warrlors likewise tied idle and defending
champion Armed Ferces of the Philippines for the
lead at 7-1.

Meantime, Department of Agriculture kept
its quarterfinal bid alive by downing Malacafiang-
Philippine Sports Commission 78-68 — thanks to
the 26-point performance of forier UST hotshot
Emersen Oreta.
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Emerson Oreta (center) led the Department of
Agriculture Food Masters to a 7868 win over
Malacafiang-PSC to stay in hunt for a quarterfinal
berth in the UNTV Cup.-

UNTV Gup:
DENR nails
0l|l|'i!||ll
Semis Sllll

Games Sunday
(Paco Arena)
- 3:30 p.m. — PITC vs Judiciary
5 p.m. - DENR vs AFP

DEPARTMENT of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR) clinched the second outright semis berth
with a 110-93 win over PhilHealth in the 8th UNTV
Cup held over the weekend at the Paco Arena in
Manita,

Ed Rivera and Melvin Bangal came through with
big shots in a decisive second guarter attack as the
DENR Warriors turned what started as a tight con-
test into & rout.

Rivera talled 25 points and eight boards while
‘Bangal was two assists shy from completing a dou-
ble-double after posting 18 points, 9 assists-and three
boards for-the Warriors who trailed the PhilHeailth
Plus, 31-28, at the end of-the first quarter. any

Apart from securing an automatic semis slot in
the annual tournament for public servants that of-
fers P4 million to the chosen charity of the champi-
on team, the Warriors likewise tied idle and de-
fending champion Armed Forces of the Philippines
for the lead at 7-1.

That set a fitting climax to the second round of
elims as the Warriors and Cavaliers dispute the top
seeding on Sunday in the tournament organized by
UNTY President and CEO Dr. Daniel Razon.

Meantime, Department of Agriculture kept its
quarterfinal bid alive by downing Malacafiang-Phil-
ippine Sports Commission, 78-68, - thanks to the
26-point performance of former UST hotshot Emer-
son Oreta.

First Game

DENR 110 — Rivera 25, Parreno 20, Bangal 18, Ay-
son 14, Abanes 14, Mamac 6, Atablanco 5, Gamboa
4, Cafungcagin 4.

PHILHEALTH 93 - Aldave 36, Emata 23, Mazo 19,
Pacheco 7, Hernandez 6, Malana 2.

Quarters: 28-31, 56-48, 86-70, 110-93.

Second Game

AGRICULTURE 78 — Oreta 26 Silva 17, Fernan-
dez 14, Comerciase 6, Dematera 6, Casaysayan 5,
Mastelero 4.

MALACANANG 68 - Garrido 18, Ignario 11, Pun-
zalan 10, Jimenez 8, Dela Cuesta 6, Javier 6, Ga-
dong 4, Besa 4, Rogue 1.

' Quarters: 12-14, 29-34, 47-49, '78-68. g
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Earth-friendly
changes in 2020

ne of my favorite songs,
Owhen I was younger, was .
‘ a piece by British singing
duo Chad and Jeremy. This group,
who boasted of contemporaries
like the Beatles, Elvis Presley, Pat
Boone, and Ricky Nelson, had
several beautiful songs with calm
and relaxing lyrics, and one of £
them was “A Summer Song” which started with the
lyrics “trees swaying in the summer breeze.”

Ever since ] heard it and generally as a child, I have
always had a fascination with trees. It's a natural
resource [ believe we take for granted and we have
wasted in the past several decades. I still remember
when we had blankets of green in the country (and
the world for that matter) and we have carelessly
and thoughtlessly cut them down in favor of more
shopping malls, parking lots, and the like.

I wish our leaders thought more long-term instead
of about making a quick buck in the present. Devel-
opment is necessary, yes, but so is preservation and
sustainability. This is true globally and especially for
the Philippines. We have such a rich store of natural
resources we could have been a leading supplier of
these if we only thought about sustainability instead
of just using up what already exists.

Trees are a good example. Cutting down trees
would not have been so bad if we had invested in
proper tree farming instead of just cutting down the
forests we already have. If we had found a way to
make this sustainable the country could have already
been a leader in wood. But this can’t happen without
the proper foresight and laws in place to ensure sus-
tainability. As is, we are losing forests at an alarming
rate and we are seeing the effects of losing this green-
ery — decline in oxygen quality, floods, landslides.

The time for pretending that what we do innature
doesn’t matter has passed. We can no longer pretend
that our blatant disregard for the world doesn’t have
consequences. We are seeing the effects in so many
devastating ways. In the country alone we have
witnessed super typhoons, flash floods, landslides,
and an unprecedented amount of earthquakes. Do
we need more warning signs that climate change is
rearing its ugly head? Do we have to wait for things
to get even more catastrophic?

In Australia, uncontrollable brushfires have deci-
mated roughly 14 million acres of land, killed almost
500,000 animals, and left hundreds of thousands dis-
placed. It's heartbreaking to see the news of how the
fires just can’t be controlled. The drought has made
water scarce and the firefighters are left to do the best
they can with what they have. Although they say
the fires started naturally, scientists add that climate
change has no doubt added to the disaster as exac-
erbated hot arid conditions easily fuel the growth of
_ such blazes. Not to mention the lack of water to help
combat the blazes.
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We can no longer look the other way. While we
are not currently affected, the tragedy in Australia
could happen anywhere and to anyone. At present,
the ways that we can help those in Australia are lim-
ited to making donations to reputable organizations
helping combat the blaze, provide relief for displaced
citizens, or provide care and shelter for animals. And
of course, pray for rains to help combat the flames.
Other countries have also sent firefighting contingents
to help beleaguered Aussie firefighters. .

But just helping Australia isn’t enough. This 2020
we all need to do is commit to making important
changes in the way we live. Reducing our carbon
footprint has never been more important and we can't
feel daunted by the enormity of the damage we have
to undo. As someone wise once said, we don’tneed a
few people making perfect changes we need everyone
making imperfect changes.

We don't all need to change the way we live over-
night. We just need everyone to start and to make a
commitment to doing better. If we can reduce our
single-use plastics that already helps. Cut down on
straws when possible, bring an eco-bag. Litile changes
at home help too. Save electricity, water, and more by
being more aware of your usage. Carpool whenever
possible and save gas. Walk if you can and get some
exercise too.

These things may seem like small steps but they all
add up. Imagine how much we could change if the
billions of the people on the planet started making
changes? Our house is literally on fire and it's the 11th
hour. This 2020 we all need to make some positive
changes for Mother Earth; .

It's a sad reality that despite all the harmful ef-
fects of tobacco so many Filipinos are still smoking.
Roughly 16 million Filipinos to be exact according to
estimates made by the Philippine Statistics Authority
and the Department of Health. It seems that widely
sharing the harmful effects of smoking on the lungs
as well as making it difficult to smoke in public places
isn’t enough to help people kick the habit.

I can understand the addiction. 1 used to smoke
when I was young. But the more [ learned about how
harmful it was I decided to quit and made a commit-
ment not to fall off the wagon. It can be done, but it
requires discipline and commitment. I hope that oth-
ers will be more aware of the harm they are doing to
their bodies and make a change.

According to the World Health Organization,
smoking cigarettes is the “number one preventable
cause of death in the world today”. People must un-
derstand that they can really help themselves if they
comimit to breaking the habit.

In the country, lawmakers are looking for more ways
to crack down on tobacco and regulate e-cigarettes and
vaping, which have also been shown to cause significant
damage to the body as well —some say even more than
their traditional cigarette counterparts.
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BY ROBERTO SAVIO

ROME: In a world shaken by so many
problems, itis difficult to look at 2020 and
not make some kind of halistic analysis.
While enormous progress has been made
on many frants, it is clear that the tide has
turned, and we are now entering — or
have already entered — a new low point
in the history of humankind.

Today, we face an unprecedented
existential threat brought about by the
climate crisis. According fo scientists, we
have until 2030 to stop climate change,
after which human cenditions will be un-
der several threats. Yet, we have just had
a world conference in Madrid on climate
change, which ended in nothing. Not only
that, but since the beginning of the [ast
decade, there has been a singular change
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Reflections for a new year

of the relations of politicians with climate.
Climate has become not a scientific but a
political issue, with a number of politicians
of not minor weight, like Donald Trump,
Jair Bolsonaro, Viktor Orban, Matteo Sal-
vini and Vladimir Putin, arguing that there
is no climate crisis. Some of them, like
Australia Prime Minister Scott Morrison,
take holidays in Hawaii even as fires have
destroyed an area as large as Belgium,

Since the end of the last decade, we
have seen also another change in a vital
environment: democracy. With the fail
of the Berlin Wall in 1989, everyone was
told that the threat of communism had
now gone. As Francis Fukuyama famously
wrote, it was the end of history. Capitalism
and the market would unify the world, and
lift all boats, it was said at the time.

Then came the big financial crisis of 2008-

2009, which ¢ost governments {and therefore
peaple) $12 trillion and it became clear that
only some boats were being fifted, Budget
trimming affected espedially welfare, educa-
tion and health, while at the same time some
people were beceming fabulously rich. World
debt doubled, (it now stands at $325 trillion),
and suddenly nationalistic, xenophobic and
right-wing parties sprouted everywhere,
Before the crisis of 2009, there was anly one,
in France. Even Nordic countries, the longtime
symbel of civism and tolerance saw the ar-
rival of extreme right-wing governments.

Greed and fear

The 30 years between the fall of the Berlin
Wall and the financial crisis, left a culture of
wmpetitien, individualism arid Ioss of values
— aculture of greed. And the 10 years

between that crisis and our incoming decade
saw the rise of a tulture of fear. Inmigration
became the tatalyst. We were being invaded,
Islam was not compatible with our society,
our jobs were being stalen, crime and drugs
were coming in and the same leaders who-
do not befieve in climate change became the
guardians of Christianity, enacting restrictive
{aws to applause from citizens, regardless of
human rights. In the past two decades, trade
unions have become irrelevant, and laws
have been introduced that support making
jobs precarious and reductions in sodial pro-
tection. People started being afraid, fooking
at the uncertain future of their children.

Historians affirm that the two main
engfnes of change in history are greed and
fear. We enter the décade of the 20205
with both, Worse, many analysts believe
we do so with hate.

The fact is that two flags that we
thought had been discarded by history are
making a comeback.

One is the flag “in the name of Ged."We
think of Islamic State and al-Qaida, but this
is the basis of the image of Putin, Orban,
Trump, Bolsonaro and Salvini. The use of
refigion by the right wing enabled leaders to
rally the poor. Theglogian Juan José Tamayo
has alled politicians with bible in hand the
Christo-neo-fascist alliance. In the last elec-
tions in Costa Rica, evangelical pastor Fabricio
Alvarado won with a campaign based on the
defense of Christlan values and neoliberal-
ism, against abortion and the paganism com-
ing from Eurape. This is predisely the electoral
theme of Orban in Hungary, Kacynsky in
Poland and Putin in Russia.

In Brazil, the evangelical church was

E-New Year A6
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vital in getling Bolsenaro edected. In E Salvador,
Lhe new president Nayil Bukele asked an extreme
tight-wing evangetical pastor (o offer a prayer during
Iiis inaugetal ceremony, and there is a diaft law that
would make the fble compulsory seading i ali
schoals. You wiil all remember how, after the over-
Unow of £va Morales by the army, (ha rew president
of Bolivia Jeanine Aiiez and her suppoiders went
around wilh a hible in thelr hands at all ceremonies.
And let us nol forget \hat Trump was eleclad be-
cause of Lhe suppo«t of the evangelical church, which
has 40 million faithful. He moved the Uniled Stales
embassy 1o Jerusalem to get thedr suppost. Evan-
gelicals believe thal when Istael will recover all the
territory of biblical times, Christ will come to earth
for a second lime, and Lhey will be the only ones
that will be rewarded. The otlier counlry thal moved
ils embassy to Jerusalen, Gualemala, was also the
1esull of the move of‘an cvangelical presiden.

International
movement of hate

Theologian Tamayo speaks of an inlernational of
lrate: hale against gender equality; against lesbians,
gays, blsexuals and transgenders (1G8Ts); against
abortion; agalnst immigzants. Those who propagate
kate defend the reinforcement of the patsiarchal
family, the submission of womnen; they despise what
is net tradittonal; they mistrust scfence and statistics;
they deny climate change; and they hate Muslims,
Jews and blacks. What is being totally ignored in all
this is the problem af social Inequalities, the grow-
ing econemic gap for reasens of ethnicily, cullure,
gender, social class, sexual identliy, and so on,

Tamayo observes that this Is becoming a new
internatienal movemenl, which is now coming to
Europe, as Lhe recent Spanish elections show. Vox,
the extreme right-wing pasly, created Just four years
age, now hias 52 seats In the Parllament, and Is the .
third largest party, like the Alternative for Ger-
many. The party of Italy's Salvini, with his rasary -
beads, has become the number one party, and he
could become prime minister at any moment. And
we know well of the very farge conservative froat
agalnst the Pope In the Cathelic Church which also
wanls lo save traditions, Is against LGBTS, is for a
patriarchal family, etc., etc. All this Is about using
seligion, [ear and hate for political gatn,

In the name of God,
nation and money

And what ahout the flag “In the name of Lhe nation”?
Well, tire hest example is Benjamin Netanyahu who
has passed a law that makes being a Jew the requl-
site for [sraeli citizenship. This Is how Narendra Modi
In ndia is trying 10 deprive Muslims (170 million) of
Indlan citizenship; it Is liow the government in Myan-
mar is treating over 1 million Rohingyas. Those cases
join religion with the fight against minorities and
different religions in the name of the natien. China
has now launched a campalgn for a Chinese dream
(also perseculing Uighur Muslim minorities). This
Is exactty the same stratagy as that of Truinp, who
callt {at the Ahintdean dipath: Thr G5 fiai fia alllng
and anybody who makes raoney In trade with the US
Is an adversary, be it Canada or Germany. “America
Flrst,”which in fact meaii “America Alane.”

S, the flags “in the name of God” and “in the
name of e nation” frequently averiap. ltalian peliti-
cal scientlst and economist Riccardo Petrella ghserves

e Honila e 14

that in recent decades, a third flag has appeared with
alarge audlence: “in the name of money,”and also
Lhat in the last 1w decades cossuption has become
another universal counter-value.

Inits Last reporl, Transparency International, the
organization that fights and denounces corruplion,
analyzes how coriuption s weakening demacracy.
Freedom House, a conservalive US foundation,
found that since 2006, 113 countries have seen
anet decline in their freedom scoze, while only
62 have seen some improvement. The Ecenomist
says that democracy was slagnating in 2018, after
three consecirtive yoars of deferloration. Gf the 62
countries that transilioned from authoritarian rule
lo some ferm of democeacy, in the fast quarter of the
2011k century, half have seen their level of democracy
stagnale or even falter.

Corruption

Transparency Internationai highlights that while
light against cerruption Is high on the populists’
platform, when in power they tend to weaken dema-
cralic Instititions, and engage in carsuption like their
predecessors. |t cites the cases of varlous country,
from Guatemala lo Turkey, from the US to Potand and
Hungary. When corrupiion seeps Into the democratic
systern it corsupls leaders. Economlc corruption has
increased in the [ast 40 yeass, after the "greed Is
good” campalgn, as the markel has substituled man
as Ihe center of soclely, It reachres the entire public
seclor, hesides obviously the pfivate sector.

Two-thirds of humankind now has no Lrust in
police and other public services, because they are
considered corrupt, and they believe that corruption
is so diffuse that it cannol be eliminated.

We lave become accuslomed 1o hearing abeut
corruption in the last twe decades, becawse i (s in
(he news every day. We have slowly become trained
1o regard as natural things that are not at all natural:
a good sign of the extent to which we have tost our
moral compass.

If you ask children today if wars and poverty
are natural, they will prebably answer yes. And, as
adolescents, they will also probably consider corrup-
tion as naiural.

It Is therefore evident that two fundamental
environments for humankind are in danger. One
in the short term Is the natural environment. The
condilions of life on the planet can worsen dramati-
<ally, and we have all the forecasts. We have enly the
coming decade to try to reverse the trend of dimate
change, be it natural {seme say) or man-made (all
scfentistsh. But then the question is: how Jong do we
have ta prolect our pofitical environment, which runs
our economiig, social and cultural life, before that also
goes inte an Irreversible decline?

0f course, a bloody dictatorship is less dramatic
than seas rising 7 metess, lemperatures 3 degrees,
or losing all our glaciers, and many dvers and water
sources. Now that we have all the data, why do
citizens nol act for the survival of their environment?

On the other hand, 2019wl remaln in history
the year of mass demonstrations. i 21 countrles, in
Latin America, Africa, Asia, Europe, millians of people
wani hiik on the tlipei th pintadt dgeine rafhifitn,
soclat Injustice, the gap between palitical institulions
and citizens, the fear and decline of social welfare as
a political privitty. Young people, who have deserted
nalitical parties and elections, have heen frequently al
e forefront. They are at the bead of the campaign for a
sustainabrte world, where an adolescent, Greta Thunkerg,
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has hrought together young people 1om all over the
world. But the system does not appear to be really
listening to them, enless they become violent asin Chile,
Paris, Baghdad or Heng Keng.

These reflactions bring us to three conelusions,

‘Democracy in danger

The firstis that, not by accident, the enemies of the
fight 10 defend our natural environument ase also the
enemies of our polllical environment. They do not care i
1he first Is destroyed, hecause they are intertwined with
corporations, gas and o companles, farmers who want
ta take over land {like the case of Brazll and Amazonia},
or coal companies, like in Pofand and Australia. But they
wanl to 1wist the palitical envisonment in thelr favor, for
thelr power. Orban of Hungary has campalgned for am
flliberal democracy. Bolsonaro ias gone further, talking
about the goad old days of the military diclatorship. Ard
all of tlsem, from Trurmp to Salvini, look on international
caoperalion, multilateral agreements and any initiative that
reduces the freedom of a country for peace and justice (like
the United Nations er the European Union) as enemies, Thay
are all in favor af bullding walls, forgetting Lhat Ihe Secorl
Wanld War taught us to abolish them,

The second Is that democracy Is in danger, for the
same reasons that the environment Is alse in dange:.
There is no ability and wifl among populists to reach
any internal agreement. Would it e possible today
to create the UM, or sign the Universal Declaration on
Human Rights? Certainly not, just as there is no will
to feght climate change.

The third, therefore, is what Is going Lo happen
i the new decade we are now entering. It Tooks
Iike it will be a decislve decade. In just a few years,
we must take action on how we wifl deal with two
existential issues: how to remain in our present
envirorment, and how we wifl live together,

Al this will be decided by voters, And this raises an
issue: 151t legitimate to belleve that fascism, xenopho-
bia and natlonallsm are the answer to our problems?
Humans should tearn from thelr mistakes (like all other
animals do). And we should have leamned from the twa
world wars that those beliefs are not an answer but the
roots of war and confrontation.

50, here a final reflection, Acco?ding to Steven
Pinker, the Canadian cognilive sclentist, writing in
the Fconomist, in the last seven years humans have
become healthier, live lorger, are more secure, richer,
freer, mote inteiligent and educated. This trend
should continue. But humans have evolved, because
they have dedicated themselves mainly to the advan-
tages of reproduction, survival and material growth
not because of wisdom or happiness.

The first urgent step is to reconcile progress with
human nalure. We have cognilive abifitles, and also
the ahility ta cooperate and be empathetic, unlike
other animals. Between the Age of Enlightenment
and the Second World War, we made Impartant
progress In sclence, demodacy, human rights, free
information, market rules and the creatfon of lastitu-
tions for internatianal copperation. This trend cannot
be stepped, azgues Pinker; it Is now in our genes.

Well, In 10 years we will know if all this isin the hy-
man qenes ar 5 Just one of the many passages of history.
Alwn, Hingawte in 2032, Raléihdie ard Dikan Sinnld
leave office: Erdogan in 2023; Netanyaht, Mod), Putin
and Trump in 2024. So, Infust four years {2 microsecond
In human histary}, we will know how the world is, and
what damages are irreversible o not, and if we have
made any progress in haliing the climate crisis. But
Teeeap, elc, have been elected. . .. 1Ps
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