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Cimatu orders daily cleanup
of Baywalk area, Baseco beach

By ELLALYN DE VERA-RUIZ

Department of Environment and
Natural Resources {DENR) Secretary
Roy Cimatu last Friday ordered the
agency’s officials and employees within
the Manila Bay region to conduct daily
cleanup activities at the haywailk area
and Baseco beach to ensure the suc-
cesslul rehabilitation of Manila Bay.

"I want DENR personnel to be cut

there, cleanirnig daily, and those with
desk jobs to experience how it is to
work in the field,” Cimatu said, ad-
dressing particularly those holding
office at the DENR’s central and re-
gional offices within the Manila Bay
region, including bureaus and attached
agencies.

The DENR chief is expecting its
personnel to be “more visible” in the
Manila Bay rehabilitation this year.
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daily Bay cleanup

OFFICIALS and employees of the
Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) will
conduct daily cleanup activities at
Manila’s Baywalk area and Baseco
beach as part of the rehabilitation
of Manila Bay.

“l' want DENR personnel to be out
there, deaning daily and those with
desk jobs to experience how it is to
work in the field,” Environment Sec-
retary Roy Cimatu told department
workers during his traditional “New
Year's Call” at the DENR Central Of
fice in Quezon City last Friday.

Cimatu's directive was addressed
particularly to those helding office
at the DENR's central and regional

© offices within the Manila Bay

region, including bureaus and at-
tached agencies.

Cimatu said hewanted departrient
personnel to become “more visible”
in the bay's rehabilitation this year.

“For the year 2020, [ am confi-
dent that we will again prove to the
Filipino people that indeed there
is a department that takes care of
their environment and natural
resources,” he said.

In line with Cimatu's order,
DENR Undersecretary for Priority.
Programs and Field Operations-
Luzon and Manila Bay Task Force
Ground Commander Juan Miguel
Cuna issued a memorandum as-
signing teams for the dlean-up effort.

Under the memoranduy,, 1350
DENR workers will be deployed
to the Baywatk and Baseco beach
every day, except on January 9,
when the annual procession of

the Black Nazarene will be held.
Assistant Secretaries Ricardo

Calderon and Cerazon Davis will

lead employees from the Forest

Management Bureau (FMB) and

Biodiversity Management Bureau
(BMB) in the cleanup drive sched-
uled on January 6.

FMB and BMB workers are also
assigned to clean the area on Janu-
ary 7. They will be supervised by
Assistant Directors Armida Andres
and Edna Nuestro.

Meanwhile, on January 8, Cuna
and Assistant Secretary Cilbert
Gonzales will supervise the groups
from FMB and the National Water
Resources Board (NWRB).

Employees from the DENR Cen-
tral Office and the Land Manage-
ment Bureau will do the cleanup
on January 10, with Assistant Sec-
retary foselin Marcus Fragada and
NWRE Executive Director Sevillo
David Jr. as supervising officials.

Cimatu has also directed the
DENR-National Capital Region and
its four field oftices to plan for the
succeeding weeks of the cleanup.

In his New Year’s call, Cimatu
said he was banking on the “bot-
tomless support” from all DENR
officials and employees as they
begin a more challenging year in
terms of restoring Manila Bay.

Cimatu said much has been
achieved since the Manila Ray reha-
bilitation kicked off in January last
year, but mure needs to be done to
make the bay fit again for swimming
and other forims of recreation.
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DENR to clean up
Manila Bay daily

ral Resources (DENR} said its employees,

including those daing "desk jobs,” will be
out in the field doing daily cleanup activities
along Manila Bay in the next few days.

Environment Secretary Roy A. (imaty said
he has ordered the conduct of daily cleanup
activities particularly along Manila's Baywalk
area and the Baseco Beachin Tondo. The DENR
ismandated to manage the country’s environ-
ment and natiral resources, and ishead of the
interagency Manila Bay Task Force.

“I want DENR personnel to be out there,
cleaning daily, and those with desi jobs to ex-
perience how itisto work in the field,” Cimatu
said in a statement.

He recently met DENR officials and em-
ployees during a “New Year's Call” held at the
DENR Central Office in Quezon City, on Friday,
where he gave the instruction.

{imatg’s directive was addressed par-
ticularly to those holding affice at the DENR's
central and regianal offices within the Manila
Bay region, including bureaus and attached
agencies.

Theenvironment chiefsaid he wanted the
DENR personnel to become “more visible” in
the Manila Bay rehabilitation this year,

Inline with Cimatu's order, Environment
Undersecretary for Priority Programs and
Field Operations-tuzon and Manita Bay Task

‘I'HEDepartment of Eavironmentand Natu-

Force Ground Commander Juan Miguel Cuna
issued a memo to the officials and employ-
ees assigned to conduct the daily cleanup
drives for the first week covering the period
Janvary 6 to 10

Based onthe memo, 156 DENR workers will
be deployed to the Baywalk and Baseco Beach
everyday, exceptonJanuary 9, whentheannual
precession of the Black Nazarene will be held.

Assistant Secretaries Ricardo Calderon
and Corazon Davis will lead employees from
the Forest Management Bureau {FMB) and
BiodiversityManagementBureau (BMB)inthe
cleanup drive scheduled on January 6.

FMB and BMB workers are also assigned to
clean the area on January 7. They will be su-
pervised by Assistant Directors Armida Andres
and Edna Nuestro.

OnJanuary 8, Cupaand Assistant Secretary
Gilbert Gonzales will supervise the groups
from FMB and the National Water Resources
Board (NWRR).

Employees from the DENR Central Office
and the Land Management Bureau will do the
cleanupon January 10, with Assistant Secretary
Joselin Marcus Fragada and NWRB Executive
DirectorSeville David Jr. assupervising officials.

Cimatu has also directed the DENR-
National Capital Region and its four field
offices to plan for the succeeding weeks of
the cleanup. Jonathan L. Mayuga
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DENR personnel
ordered to help
in Bay rehab

By Rio N. Araja

SECRETARY Roy Cimatu of the De-
purtment of Environment and Natural
Resources has directed officials and
employees to conduct daily cleanup
activities at Manila’s Baywalk area
and Baseco beach as part of the ongo-
ing rehabilitation of Manila Bay.

He said he is banking on the “bottom-
less support™ from all agency personnel.

] want DENR personnel fo be out
there. cleaning daily, and those with
desk jobs to experience how it is to
waork in the fieid.” he said.

The directive was addressed par-
ticularly to those holding office at the
DENR’s central office and regional of-
fices within the Manila Bay region. in-
cluding bureaus and attached agencies.

Cimatu said he wanted the DENR
personnel to become “more visible™ in
the Manila Bay rehabilitation this year.

“For the vear 2020, I am confident
that we will again prove to the Filipino
people that indeed there is a Depart-
ment that takes care of their environ-
ment and natural resources,” he added.

Undersecretary for Priority Programs
and Fiel 1 Operations-Luzon and Manila
Bay task force ground commander Juan
Miguel Cuna issued a memorandum to
the officials and employees assigned to
conduct the daily cleanup drive from
Jan. 6 to Jan. 10.

Under the memorandum, 150 DENR
workers shall be deployed to the Bay-
walk and Baseco beach every day, ex-
cept an Jan, 9 when the annual proces-
sion of the Black Nazarene is to be held.

Cimatu ordered the National Capi-
tal Region and its four field offices
to plan for the succeeding weeks of

the cleanup.
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Cimatu orders daily

cleanup of Manila Bay

OFFICIALS and employ-
=e5 of the Department of
Environment and Natu-
ral Resources (DENR)
svere ordered to conduct
daily cleanup atManila’s
Haywalkareaand Baseco
beach as part of the on-
ﬁms rehabilitation of

"] W&nEE)ENR person-
nel ta be out there, clean-
ing daily, and those with
desk jobs to experience
how it is to work in the
freld,” said DENR Secre-

lary Roy Cimatu during

his traditional “New
Year’s Call” held recentl
at the DENR Central Of-
fice in Quezon City.
Cimatu said he want-
ed the DEN'R personnel
in become “more visible”
1in the Manila Bay rehabil-

itation this year.

“For the year 2020, 1
am confident that we will
again prove to the Filipi-
no people that indeed
thereis a Department that
takes care of their envi-
ronment and natural re-
sources,” he added.

In line with Cimatu's
order, DENR Undersec-
retary for Priority Pro-
grams and Field Opera-
tions-Luzon and Manila
Bay Task Force Ground
Commander Juan Miguel
Cuna issued a memo to
the officials and employ-
ees assigned to conduct
the daily cleanup.

One hundred fifty
employees from the For-
est Management Bureau
(FMB) and Biodiversity
Management Bureau

the annual

(BMB) will be dej
to the Baywalk and
Baseco béach for the pe-
riod of January 6 to 10
except January 9 when
rocession of
azarene will

1Es'loyed

the Black
be held.

Cimatu also dLrected
the DENR-Naticnal Cap-
ital Region and its four
field offices to plan for
the succeeding weeks of
the cleanup.

Earlier, Cimatu said
that much has been
achieved since the Manila
Bay rehabilitation kicked

ffy in January last year,
butmore needs tobedone
torealize the ultimate goal
of making it fit again for
swimming and other
forms of contact recre-
ation. Cory Martinez
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DENR

ersonnel

ordered to clean
up Baywalk area

By ALFRED

DALIZON

QFFICIALS and employ-
ees of the Department of
Environment and Natu-
ral Resources (DENR)
were ordered to conduct
daily cleanup activities
at Manila’s Baywalk area
and Baseco beach as part
of the ongoing rehabilita-
tion of Manila Bay.

DENR Secretary Roy
Cimatu issued the order
during his traditional “New
Year’s Cali” held al the
DENR Central Office in
Quezon City last Priday.

“I want DENR person-
nel to be out there, cFean'm
daily, and those with des!
jobs to experience how it is
to work in the field,” Ci-
matu said.

Cimatu'’s dircctive was
addressed particularly to
those holding office at the
DENR's central and region-
al offices within the Manila
Bay region, including bu-
reaus and attached agen-
cies.

Cimatu stressed ihat he
wanted the DENR person-
nel to become “maore visi-
ble” in the Manils Bay reha-
bilitation this year.

“For the year 2020, I am
confident that we will again

prove to the Filipino peo]gle
that indeed there is a De-
partment that takes care of
their environment and nat-
ural resources,” he added.
In line with Cimatu’s
order, DENR Undersecre-
tary for Priority Programs
and Field Operations-Lu-
zon and Manila Bay Task
Force Ground Commander
Juan Miguel Cuna issued a
memo o the officials and
employees assigned (o con-
duic}t )t(he daif’;:l cleanu

“drives for the first wee

covering the period Janu-
ary 6 to 10.

Based on the memo, 150
DENR workers will be de-
g]oyed te the Baywalk and

aseco beach every day,
except on Januaty 9 when
the annual procession of
the Black Nazarene will be
held.

Assistant Secretaries
Ricardo Calderon and
Corazon Davis will lead
employees from the Forest
Management Bureau (FMB}
and Biodiversity Manage-
ment Bureau (BMDB) in the
cleanug drive scheduled on
January 6.

The FMB and BMB work-
ers are also assigned to clean
the area on Jan. 7. They will
be supervised by Assistant
Direclors Armida Andres
and Edna Nucstro.
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fManiIa Bay, da_pat linisin araw-araw - Cimatu

BILANG bahagl ng Isina-
sagawang rehabilitasyon
sa Manila Bay inatasan ni
Environment Secretary
Roy A. Cimatu ang mga
opisyal at kawani ng De-
partment of Environment
and Natural Resources na
araw-araw na maglinis sa
Baywalk ng Maynila at sa
Baseco bilang bahagi ng
rehabllitasycn sa baybayin.

“ want DENR personnel
to be out there, cleaning daily,
and those with desk jobs to
experience how it is to wark
in the field,” ani Cimatu sa mga
kawani ng ahensiya sa gi-
nanap na tradisyunal na
“New Year's Call" sa DENR
Central Office sa Lungsod ng

Quezon noong Biyernes.

Ang direktiba ni Cimatu
ay nakatuon sa mga kawani
ng DENR sa central at regio-
nal offices na nasa Manila Bay
region, pati na rin mga bureaus
at allached agencies.

Sinabi ng Kalihim na nais
niyang maging ‘more visible”
ang mga kawani nig DENR sa
rehabilitasyon ng Manila Bay
sa taong ito. “For the year
2020, 1 am confident that we
will again prove to the Filipino
pecple that indeed there is a
Departmeni that takes care of
their environment and naiural
resources,” diin ni Cimalu.

Alinsunod sa kautusan ni
Cimatu, naglabas si DENR
Undersecretary for Priority

Programs and Fteld Opera-
fions-Luzen at Manila Bay
Task Force Ground Comman-
der Juan Miguel Cuna ng me-
marandum para $a maga opis-
yal at kawani ng DENR na
inatasang magsagawa ng dai-
ly clean-up drives mula Ene-
ro 6 hanggang 10.

Balay sa memo, 150 ka-
wani ng DENR ang itatalaga
sa Baywalk at Baseco beach
araw-araw maliban sa Enero
9 kuny kailan gaganapin ang
taunang prusisyon ag Jtim na
Nazareno.

Sina Assistant Secretaries
Ricardo Calderon at Corazon
Davis ang mamumuno sa
mga kawani ng Forest Ma-
nagement Bureau at Biodiver-

sity Management Bureau sa
pagiifinis sa Enero 6.

Ang mga kawani ng FMB
at BMB ay maglilinis din sa
Enero 7. Sila ay pangungu-
nahan nina Assistant Direc-
tors Ammicda Andres at Edna
Nuestro. Sa Enero 8, sina
Cuna at Assistant Secretary
Gilbert Gonzales ang mama-
mahaia sa grupe mula sa
FMB at National Water Re-
sources Board.

Mga kawani namar ng
DENR Central Office at Land
Management Bureau ang
maglilinis sa Enero 10 kasa-
ma sina Assistant Secretary
Joselin Marcus Fragada at
NWRB Executive Director
Sevillo David Jr. bilang su-

pervising officials.

Samantala, inatasan nj Ci-
matu ang DENR-National Capi-
fal Region at ang apat nitong
field offices na planuhin ang
pagfifinis sa mga susunod pang
linggo.

Ani Cimatu sa kanyang
New Year's Call, inaasahan
niya ang “bottomiless support”
mula sa lahat ng opisyal at
kawani ng DENR sa pagtahak
nila ng mas mapaghamong
taon kaugnay ng pagsasaa-
yos ng Manila Bay.

“We have done our best in
2019 with your support. | am
confident that we will continue
to do our best for this year until
2022," sabi ng Kalihim.

' SANTI CELARIO

AYUDA SA MGA NASUNUGAN

Pumunta si Go sa covered courl ng Department of Environ-
ment and Nalural Resources s& Visayas Avenue, Quezon City
upang magbigay ng tulong sa 161 pamilyang nasunugan sa
Brgy. Vasra noong Disyembre 31.

Namanagi si Go ng mga pagkain, grocery packs at cash
assistance sa tinalayang 700 indibidwal na nawalan ng tahanan
dahil sa insidente.

Sinabi naman ni Go sa mga estudyante na apextado ng
sunog na siya na ang magbibigay sa mga ilo sg bagong set ng
uniform at school supplies upang agad na makabalik ang mga
ifo 5a kanifang pag-aaral.

“Narito po ako para dinggin ang inyong mga hinaing,” sin-
abi ni Go sa mga nasunugan. Aniya, prayeridad niva ang
ganitong nakaaawang sitwasyon ng mga Filipino kaya kahit
saanman na siya ay kallangan ay agad siyang reresponde sa
panawagar sa kanya..Apat na araw lang usually ang hearing
sa Senado at ayoko na masayang ang natitiang tationg araw.
Minsan, sinisingit ko rin ang mga pagbisita sa mga araw ng
aking trabaho sa Senado dahil hindi ko maliis ang aking mga
kababayang nahihirapan,” paliwanag ni Go.

Para naman aniya sa nawalan ng tahanan, sinabi ri Go na
farami aniyang opsyon ang pamahalaan para sa mga ito at
handa aniyang tumulong ang gobyemo sa kanila.

Huwag sana silang pabayaan diyan. Kawawa yung mga
bata, walang pahingaan at comfort room na malinis at rmaayos,
Ako naman, sabi ko maraming option para sa kanila, Pweide
silang mag-avafl ng murang pabahay. Bibigyan din sila ng
housing materials,” sabay lukoy nito ang ilang programa at
ayuda na maibibigay ng National Housing Authority.

"Nandilo rin ang iba't ibang ahensya ng gobyerno para
rmagbigay sa kanila ng tulong. Tulungan lang po. Pantawid
lang. Importante na magkaraon sila ng permanente na ta-
hanan,*aniya pa rin. Nakatanggap din ang mga nasunugan ng
ilang klase ng tulong mula sa kinatawan ng Department of Social
Weifare and Development, NHA, Department of Trade and In-
dustry at Presidential Commission for the Utban Poor {PCUP).

May flang lokal na opisyal ang nakiisa sa nasabing paghisi-
ta ni Go sa mga nasunugan.

MALASAKIT CENTERS

"Para po sa mga may sakit o rasaktan dahil sa insidenteng
ito, mayroan na po layong Malasakit Center nia handang tumu-
lang sa inyong medikal na mga pangangailangan, Yalo na ang
pinansyal na aspeto ng pagpapaospital,” ayon kay Go.

Ang Quezon City ay may apat na Malasakil Center sa mga
ospital gaya ng Lung Center of the Philippines, Novaliches
District Hospital, Philippine Heart Center at Philippine Children's
Medical Center.

LIBRENG PASIG RIVER FERRY

Samantala, pinag-aaralan na ni Senador Go ang proseso ng
paghahandog ng librerg serbisyo ng paggamit ng Pasig River
Ferry sa mga residente ng Metro Manila-o may minimum cost
0 murang bayad ng pamasahe para pambawi lang ng gasolina.

Muling inilunsad ang ferry bilang altematibeng daan dahil sa
bigat ng biyaheng paniupa.

Hinihiling fang ng seradar na panatilining malinis ang itog
Pasig ng lahat bilang tanda ng “shared responsibility” ng lahat.

KRIS JOSE
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INATASAN ni Secretary
Roy A. Cimatu ang mga
opisyal at kawani ng De-
partment of Environment
and Naturai Resources
(DENR) na araw-araw na
maglinis sa Baywalk ng
Maynila at sa Baseco bilang
bahagi ng isinasagawang
rehabilitasyon ng Manila

y.

“| want DENR personnel
1o be aut there, cleaning daily,
and those with desk jobs to
experience how it is to work
inthe field,” ani Cimatu sa mga
kawani ng ahensiya sa gina-
nap na tradisyunal na “New
Year's Call” sa DENR Central
Office sa Lungsed ng Quezon
ncong Biyemes.

Ang direktiba ni Cimatu
ay nakatuor: sa mga kawani
ng DENR sa central at regio-
nal offices na nasa Manila Bay
region, pati na rin mga bureaus
at attached agencies.

Sinabi ng Kafihim na nais
nyang maging “more visible”
ang mga kawani ng DENR
sa rehabilitasyon ng Manila
Bay sa taong ito.

“For the year 2020, | am

CIMATU INATASAN ANG

MGA KAWANI NG DENR
GENTRAL OFFIGE, LMB AT
NWRB NA MAGLINIS NG
MANILA BAY SA ENERO 10

canfident that we will again
prove to the Filipino people that
indeed there is a Department
that takes care of their envi-
ronment and natural resourc-
e5," diin ni Cimatu.
Alinsunod sa kautusan ni
Cimatu, naglabas si DENR
Lindersecretary for Priorily
Programs anc Field Opera-
fians-Luzon at Maniia Bay
Tazk Force Ground Command-
&f Juan Miguel Cuna ng memo
para sa mga opisyal at kawani

- g DENR na inatasang mag-

s8gawa ng daily cleanup
drives mula Enero 6 hanggang
10.

Batay sa memo, 150 ka-
wani ng DENR ang itatalaga
53 Baywalk at Baseco beach
araw-araw maliban sa Enero
8 Rung kailan gaganapin ang
{auUnang prusisyon ng ltim na
Mazareno,

Sina Assistant Secreta-
nes Ficardo Calderon at Cora-
700 Davis ang mamumuno sa
mga kawani ng Forest Ma-
nagement Bureau (FMB) at

Biodiversity Management
Bureau (BMB) sa paglilinis sa
Enero 6.

Ang mga kawani ng
FMB at BMB ay maglilinis din
sa Enero 7. Sila ay pangu-
ngunahan aina Assistant Di-
rectors Armida Andres at Ed-
na Nuestro,

Sa Enero 8, sina Cuna at
Assistant Secretary Gilbert
Gonzales ang mamamahala
sa grupo mula sa FMB at
National Water Resources
Board {NWRB),

Mga kawani naman ng
DENR Central Office at Land
Management Bureau ang
maglilinis sa Enero 10 kasa-
ma sina Assistant Secretary
Joselin Marcus Fragada at
NWRB Executive Director
Sevillo David Jr. bilang su-
penvising officials.

Samantala, inatasan nt
Cimatu ang DENR-National
Capital Region at ang apat ni-
tong field offices na planuhin
ang pagliliris sa mga susu-
nod pang linggo.

Ani Cimatu sa kanyang
New Year's Call, inaasahan
niya ang “bottomless support®
mula sa lahat ng opisyal at
kawani ng DENR sa pagtahak
nila ng mas mapaghamong
taon kaugnay ng pagsasaa-
yos ng Manifa Bay.

*We have done our best
in 2018 with your support. |
am confident that we will con-
tinue to do our best for this
year,” sabi ng Kalihim.

Nauna nang sinabi ni Ci-
matu na marami nang naga-
wa buhat nang nagsimula ang
rehabiltasyor: ng Manila Bay

hanggang 2022.

noong Enero 2018 nguni't
marami pa ang kaitangang
gawin bago matamo ang la-
yuning maging ligtas ito na la-
nguyan at sa ibang anyo ng
contact recreation.

Ngayong tuloy-tuloy na
ang rehabilitasyon ng Manila
Bay, inaasahan ni Cimatu na
ang momentum sa pagbalik
ng Manita Bay sa dati nitong
ganda at linis ay mapananatili
sa darating na mga taon. Sini-
guro rin i Cimatu na mana-
natiling top priority ng pama-
halaan ang rehabilitasyon

{Photo credit to goggle)

EDNORIAL CARTOOGH

01-06-20
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. DENR araw-araw
magllllms ng Manila Bay

Inatasan ni Secre-
tary Roy A. Cimatu ang
kanyang mga opisyal
at kawani sa Depart-
ment of Environment
and Natural Resources
{DENR) na araw-araw
na maglinis sa Baywalk
ng Maynila at sa Baseco
bilang bahagi ng isina-
sagawang rehabilitas-
yon ng Manila Bay.

“I want DENR per-
sonnel to be out there,
cleaning daily, and
those with desk jobs to
experjence how it is to
work in the field,” ani
Cimatu sa mga kawa-
ni ng ahensiya sa gi-
nanap na tradisyunal
na New Year's Call sa
DENR Central Office sa
Quezon City noong Bi-
yernes.

Ang direktiba ni Ci-
matu ay nakatuon sa
mga kawani ng DENR
sa mga central at regio-
nal office na nasa Ma-
nila Bay Region, pati na
rin ang mga bureau at
attached agency.

Sinabi ng kalihim
na nais niyang ma-
ging ‘more visible' ang
DENR sa rehabilitasyon
ng Manila Bay sa taong

“For the year 2020,
I am confident that we
will again prove to the
Filipino people that in-
deed there is a Depart-
ment that takes care of
their environment and
natural resources,” diin
ni Cimatu.

Alinsunod sa kautu-
san ni Cimatu, naglabas
si DENR Undersecretary
for Priority Programs
and Field Operations-
Luzon at Manila Bay
Task Force Ground Comi-
mander Juan Miguel
Cuna ng memo para sa
mga opisyal at kawani
ng DENR na inatasang
magsagawa ng daily
cleanup drive mula Ene-
ro 6 hanggang 10.

Batay sa memo, 150
kawani ng DENR ang
itatalaga sa Baywalk
at Baseco Beach araw-
araw maliban sa Ene-
ro 9 kung kailan gaga-
napin ang taunang pru-
sisyon ng Itim na Na-
ZATENO.

Sina Assistant Sec-
retaries Ricardo Calde-
ron at Corazon Davis
ang mamununo sa mga

kawani ng Forest Ma-
nagement Bureau (FVB)
at Biodiversity Manage-
ment Bureau (BMB) sa
paglilinis sa Enero 6.

Ang mga kawani ng
FMB at BMB ay magli-
linis din sa Enero 7.
Sila ay pangungunahan
nina Assistant Directors
Armida Andres at Edna
Nuestro.

Sa Enero 8, sina
Cuna at Assistant Sec-
retary Gilbert Gonza-
les ang mamamahala
sa grupo mula sa FMB
at National Water Re-
sources Board (NWRB).

Mga kawani naman
ng DENR Central Office
at Land Management
Bureau ang maglilinis sa
Enero 10 kasama sina
Assistant  Secretary  Jo-
selin Marcus Fragada at
NWRE Executive Director
Sevillo David Jr bilang
mga supervising official.

Samantala, inatasan
ni Cimatu ang DENR-
National Capital Region
at ang apat nitong field
office na planuhin ang
paglilinis sa mga susu-
nod pang linggo. (Riz
Dominguez)
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Sec. Cimatu

dldW-ardw

ipalilinis ang

Manil_aBay

Sec. Cimatu araw-araw
ipalilinis ang Manila Bay

BILANG bahagi ng isi-
nasasgawang rehabititasyon
su Manila Bay inatasan ni
Environment Secretary
Hoy A. Cimatu ang mga
opisyal at kawani ng De-
partment of Environment
and Natural Resources
(DENR) 112 araw-aruw na
mulinis 54 Baywalk ng
Maynila at sa Baseco bi-
lang bahagi ng rehabilista-
syun i baybayin.

S want DENR person-
nel o he out there, olean-
ing datly, and those with
desk jobs o experience
fw gl s to work n the
[eid” uni Cimatu si
kawani ng ahensiya sigi-
nenap na tradisyunal na
“Mew Year's Call” sa
DEMR Central Office sa
Lungsod ng Quezon noong
Biyernes.

Ang dircktiba ni Ci-
mily 4y nakatuon su s
kawmani ng DENR sa cen-
teal st repional offices na

Maliban kay Robredo,
pasok din sa listahan ng
‘Wera Files na biktima ng
fake news nitong 2019
sina dating Sen. Bam Agui-
no, Kabataan Party-List
Hep. Sarah Elago, dating
Sen. Antonio Trillanes [V,
il Bayan Muna Rep. Car-
[08 [sagani Zarate.

R rin si duting Pan-
guitong Novnoy Aquino; Fr.
Rabert Reves, Rappler
CEO Maria Reasa, at Sen.
Higa Hontweros.  (RMN)

nasa Manila Bay region,
pati na rin mga bureaus at
attached ugencies.

Sinabi ng Kalihim na
ngis nyAng muging “more
vigible” ang mga kawani
tig DENR sa rehabilita-
syon ng Manita Bay sa ta-
ong io.

Alinsunod sa kautusan
ni Cimati, naglabas si
DEMR Undersecretary for
Priority Programs and
Field Operations-Luzon
at Muanilp Bay Task Force
Ciround Commander Juan
Miguel Cuna ng memo
para sg mga oplsyal at
kawani ng DENR aa ina-
tasan magsagawa ng dai-
ly cleanup drives: mula
Exncro 6 hangoang 10,

Batay sa memo, 150
kawani nzg DENR ang
itatalaga sa Baywalk at
Baseco beach araw-araw
maliban sa Enero 9 kung
katlan gaganapin ang
{aunang prusisyon ng Itim
na Mazareng.

Sina Assistant Secretar-
ies Ricardo Calderon at
Corazon Davis ang mamu-
muna sa mga kawani ng
Forest Munagement Bu-
reau (FMB) at Biodiver-
sity Management Bureau
{BMB) sa paglilinis sa
Enero 6.

Ang mgin kawani ng
FEMB at BME ay maglili-
nis din so Enera 7. Sila ay
pangunzundhan ning As-
sigtant Directors Armida
Andres at Edna Nuestro.

Sa Encro B, sina Cuna

at Assistant Secretary Gil-
bert Gonzales ang mama-
mahala sa grupo mula sa
FMB at National Water
Resources Board
(NWRSB).

Mza kawani naman ng
DENR Central Office at
Land Managzement Bureau
ang maglilinis sa Enero 10
kasama sina Assistant
Secretary Joselin Marcus
Fragada at NWRB Execu-
tive Director Sevillo Da-
vid Jr. bilapg supervising
officials,

Samantala, inatasan ni
Cimatu ang DENHRK-Na-
tional Capital Region at
ang apat nitong feld of-
fices na planuhin ang prg-
lilinis 54 mau smmu:i pang
Limzro.

MNauna nang sinabi ni
Cimatu na marami nang
nagawa buhat nang nag-
simula ang rehabilitasyon
g Manila Bay noong Ene-
o 2018 ngunit marami pa
ang kailangang gawinl bago
matamo ang layuning ma-
ging ligtas ito na languyan
at sa ibang anyo ng con-
tact recreation.

Ngayong tuluy-tuloy
na ang rehabilitasyon ng
Manila Bay, inaasahan ni
Cimatu na ang momenium
su pagbalik ng Marifa Bay
sa dati nitong ganda at li-
nis av mapapanaiili sa
darating na mgs taon.
Sinigure din ni Cimdiu na
mananatiling 1op priority
1y parmabhalagn ang reha-
bilitasyon hanggang 2022
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The Wacuman sanitary land'ﬁﬂ at Barangay San Mateo in
Norzagaray town remains idl= in this file photo.
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DENR EYES LANDFILL FOR EAGH
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRIGT

By Jhesset O. Enano
@JhessetEnanolNQ

The Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources
(DENR} is planning to build at
least one sanitary landfill for
each congressional district
over the next two years in a bid
to implement the sclid waste
management law and finailly
address concerns over open
dumpsites across the country.

“We are looking at 248 clus-
tered sanitary landfills, or one
per congressionai district, so that
there can be more areas where the
wastes can be dumped,” said En-
vironment Undersecretary Ben-
ny Antiporda, who oversees local
government units and solid waste
management for the agency, told
journalists last week.

Republic Act No. goos, or the
Ecological Solid Waste Manage-
ment Act of 2000, already requires
that all local government umits
build their own sanitary landfilis
but many have still not complied
with the law over the past two
decades, prompting the DENR to
file criminal and administrative
charges against local officials who
allowed the operation of open
dumps in their jurisdictions.

“We really need to have
an endgame when it comes 1o

waste management, because
what is happening now is
that the trash is simply be-
ing transferred from one
place to another, [leading to
the] problem of illegal open
dumpsites,” Antiporda said.

Thus, the government has
allotted a total of %1 billion
for the purpose this year with
most of the funding designat-
ed for projects that deal with
recyclables., For 2021, the envi-
ronment agency is looking ata
budget of P7.2 billion for solid
waste management.

The environment offi-
cial, however, noted that
sanitary landfills only ad-
dress the garbage probiem
temporarily because a real
solution should also include
zero-waste technologies and
waste-to-energy facilities.

Last year, Environment
Secretary Roy Cimatu issued
an administrative order that
outlines the guidelines for the
establishment and operation
of such facilities, which can
convert nonrecyclable waste
materials into energy, such as
heat and electricity but envi-
ronmental groups cautioned
against such projects, saying
that incineration facilities are
costly and unsustainable. ma
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4 PEDRO CiTY—0Operators
sommercial fishing boats in
Jose town in Occidental Min-
o province sought govern-
1t aid after Typhoon “Ursula”
ernational name: Phanfone),
ch hit the province during
Christmas holidays, wrecked
re than 20 boats, forcing hun-
ds of crewmen out of jobs for
next couple of months.

More than the financial as-
ance, the shipowners were
ing the government to re-
se 1o them stacks of hard-
od, either from the trees
ed by the ryphoon or even
se confiscated by the go-
nment from illegal logging
srations in the past.

“The engines, we can starc
airing them already. But what
really need are the materials
rebuiid the boats soon,” said
en dela Torre, whose fishing
ws, named Thanksgiving 5
i A) Thanksgiving, were da-
ged by the storm.

Anocher boat owner. loe Par?
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MINI]I]H[I BOAT OWNERS EYE FALLEN TREES FOR FISHING VESSELS WRECKED BY URSULA

TYPHOON DAMAGE The loca! government of $an Jose in Occidental Mindoro province says
owners of at lmast 20 commercial fishing vessels will need between P3 million and P4 million to
repair each boat damaged by Typhoon “Ursula,” which hit the province on Christmas Day.

locha, said thev asked the local
government of San Jose to help
themn secure permitss from the
Department af Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) for the
immediate releass of the lumber.

Not ready
San Jose Vice Mayor Rod
Agas, on Sunday, said they met
last week with 20 commercial
fishing boatr operators. some

of them had two vesseis each
damaged by the typhoon.

Agas said each one, with its
hulis cracked open or its sterns
broken, would need between
P3 million and P4 million for
repairs.

On the average, each vessel
employs 3¢ to ico people (¢ go
on a 15-day to a monthlong expe-
dition to the West Philippine Sea.

Most of the crewmen are

i

small fishermen from poor
families in the coastal town and
its islets,

Missing crewmen

“When calamities like this
happen, the government im-
mediately {ooks out for the
small fishermen,” Agas said.
“But it seerns the goverament
is not ready for this kind, invo!l-
ving (;kpmmemial fishing boats.
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These are the ones who go out
tc the West Philippines Sea
and supply fish to Malabon and
Navotas [in Metro Manila}.”

At least rwo fishermen from
San Jose had gone missing
since the ryphoon, which swept
through the Visayas, hit Min-
doro Island on Christmas Day.

One of the missing fishermen
is Arvin Bantugan, 43, the chiefl
mechanic of F/B Gem-Ver 1.

Bantugan, however, did not
join Gem-Ver t's expedition
in June 2019, when a Chinese
rrawler rammed the Dboar at
Recto (Reed] Bank. The mari-
iime incident gave internatio-
nal artention to the small fsh-
ing town of San Jose.

Bantugan only went back to
the sea when Gem-Ver 1, after
months of being grounded, re-
turned to the West Philippine
Sea in November.

Trapped
Dela Torre and Pariocha, in
separate telephone interviews,
said it was the first dme in de-
cades of working in the sea that
such a strong cornbination of

20

DAIE

waves and winds they describe
as a “tornado” hit them, hurliz
boats anchored about a kilomm
ter away back 1o the shores.

“The boats were anchore
but the waves flung them to o
shore. Wher {they hit] land, i
two men got dapped inside, »
had o cut open the huli to g
them out,” Dela Torre said.

Parlocha thought his thre
fishing boats, all named Atha
were safely docked before ¢t
tvphoon hit, only to see the
“thrown off by Ursula.”

Normally, owners assign
small crew, with its tuecharic,
waich the boats while docked.

“When the waves hirt thel
my men jumped inio the w
ter,” Parlocha said.

Parlochia said two of his mu
died—Arnold Lee, whose bo
was recovered on Dec. 27, al
Edwin Escondo, whase boc
after days of being in saltwatu
was 50 bloated his family w
able o identify him anly throy;
“an extra finger in one hand.”

Another crew [member,
Lacorde, remained missing
of Sunday. mq
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»ywn, Bulacan province. The bulk of Metro Manila’s water supply comes from Angat. —GRIG €. MONTEGRANDE

-

e~ LT




Q SIRATRGHC
& COMMUNTCATION

e [NIPIATIVES
B s TP
e EIVICE
—

HILE:

TAIT 1

S O e =,

urrre PALT 1 RANNFE  FRVORIAL  CARTONH
<(ORY SIRY

04-06-20

BNIT

Maynilad improves non-revenue water recovery

By LOUISE MAUREEN SIMEON

West Zone concessionaire Maynilad
Water Services Inc. has recovered some
979 miillion liters per day (ML) of water
under its non-revenue water management
prograrm.

Maynilad said the recovered vol-
ume is enough to fill up roughly 390
Olympic-size pools every day and sup-
ply about 1.7 million households with
potable water.

“Qur almost P25 billion capital in-
vestment in NRW management over
the past 12 years enabled us to recover
a water volume that is equivalent to
constructing a new dam,” Maynilad
chief operating officer Randolph Estrel-
lado said.

“This additional supply has gone a
long way in supporting our drive to
expand services to previously unserved

areas,” he added.

Besides NRW management, another
initiative that provided additional sup-
ply for distribution was the tapping of
Laguna Lake as an alternative raw water
source apart from Angat Dam.

Maynilad began drawing water from
the lake as early as 2010 after construct-
ing its Putatan water treatment plant in
Muntinlupa. The company currently has
two treatment facilities in the area with
a combined output of 300 MLD.

As population continues to grow,
Maynilad continues to tighten its water
network through pipe replacement and
leak repair activities, to enhance effi-
ciencies and make more water available
for its growing customer base, which
currently stands at around 9.6 million
people — up from only 6.1 million in
2006 before Maynilad’s re-privatization.

“These infrastructure enhancements,

as well as the two additional treatments
plants we built in Putatan, helped to
boost available supply and stave off
water shortages,” Maynilad president
and CEO Ramoncito Fernandez said.

“However, Metro Manila’s contin-
ued over-reliance on Angat Dam as
our single major raw water source is a
supply risk that the government is now
seeking to address,” he added.

Maynilad is the largest private water
concessionaire in the country in terms
of customer base. It serves the areas of
Caloocan, Pasay, Parafiaque, Las Pifas,
Muntinlupa, Valenzuela, Navotas,
Malabon, and certain portions of Ma-
nila, Quezon City, Makati and Cavite.

Maynilad is owned and managed
by Maynilad Water Holdings Co. Inc.
a joint venture between Metro Pacific
Investments Corp., DMCI Holdings
Inc., and Marubeni Corp.
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MWSS vows
to comply with new
water accord order

By BERNIE CAHILES-MAGKILAT

The Metropolitan
Waterworks and Sew-
erage System (MWSS)
and concessionaires will
exert all necessary ef-
forts to comply with the
directive of the govern-
ment to execute a new
water concession agree-
ment after 2022 which is
currently being drafted
by the Department of
Justice (DOJ).

This was announced
by MWSS Administrator
Emmanuel B. Salamat in
a statement and mani-
festo on the status of the
concession agreements
and the next steps issued
recently.

"MWSS is fully en-
gaged in continuing to
ensure the performance
of its mandates under
Republic Act No. 6234,
as well as to achieve
the purpose for, and the
intention behind, the di-
rectives of the President
(Redrige Duterte). It is
committed to materially
contribute to the satis-
factory resolution of the
various issues for all the
stakeholders," said Sala-

| mat in the statement.
The MWSS chief
stressed, "The continu-
ity of the water sector
PPP depends on strong
communication chan-
nels and handholding
& engagement so that the
basic access to water
| and wastewater services
| will not be jeopardized,
which includes fully ad-
dressing and accom-
plishing the urgent call
for new water and sew-

erage infrastructure projects.”

Salamat said that in recent
weeks, there have been signifi-
cant events and developments
concerning the actions of MWSS,
through its Board of Trustees,
as well as various official pro-
nouncements by the President and
other government agencies and
officials, regarding the Concession
Agreements with Maynilad Water
Services, Inc. (MWSI) and Manila
Water Services, Inc. {MWCI),

The MWSS chief also clari-
fied that the 25-year Concession
Agreements (1697-2022) with
Maymilad and MWCI are still valid
and subsisting contracts.

He explained that the MWSS
Board Resolution No. 2019-201-CO
of December 9, 2019 enly revoked
the previous Board Resolution No.
2009-72 of April 26, 2009 involv-
ing the extension period from 2022
to 2037 of Manila Water Company
and Board Resolution Ne. 2009-
180 of September 10, 2009 involv-
ing the extension of concession
period from 2022 to 2037 of May-
nilad Water Services, Inc.

Salamat said that such action of
the Board did not result in the re-
scission or outright cancellation of
the said contracts, which requires
a separate and distinct act to be
legally effective.

"As such, the government
through the MWSS is giving the
two concessionaires the opportu-
nity to renegotiate and agree on
the new terms of the Concession
Agreement," Salamat said.

MWSS has been expressly di-
rected to renegotiate the Con-
cession Agreements with Manila
Water and Maynilad in order to
remove the illegal and onerous
provisions of the same as deter-
mined by the DOJ, as well as to
include such other provisions that
are beneficial to the consumers and
the entire nation, the MWSS chief
also said.
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aynilad, Manila Water

Manila Water has total assets of nearly P128 billion and
liabilities of P70 billion while remaining debt light at L
39.77 percent

By Tribune Editorial Team Inc. and Manila Water Company

o AR Ny s ~ and Francis T. Wakefield Services (MWCS).
Mgl e TN L - @tlribunephl FTW - These were

the sentiments
. Not even a novation of the m expressed by FHis
. contracts entered into by Pl R

the government with the . Saturday to Tribune publisher
fWo waler COncessionalres i ,p4 progident Willie Fernandez
. Metro Manila would extinguish during the wake of former
| the criminal liabilities that ¢ pp00 editorin-chief Ninez

L+ President Rodrigo Duterte . J Tu.rﬂ-topage 2"
W wants to pursue against the -
officlals of Maynilad
Water ‘Sorvices
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Maymlad, Manila Water rake profits

Maynilad also had a banner year in 2015 when
it registered P9.565 hillion in net income on a
P19.10-billion profit. The years before that were also

profitable for the company

From page AY

Cachg-QOlivares as he decried the
manner the public was “abused”
by the watey concessionaires for
years.

He disclosed that these
officials could be charged with
plunder or syndicated estafa
even if there is a novation, or
ehanging an existing contract
with 2 new one, as the ¢riminal
acts had heen cornmitied.

Not many industries in the
Philippines have posted
donbledigit profit marging
like that of Manila Water.

Chiefl presidential Legal
Counsel and spokesman Satvador
Panele said the President
will have an “earthshaking”
pranguncement on Monday.

Both companies have been
raking profits since they were
granted ]G-year.extensions to

their contracts in 2004, accarding
to a Tribume 2udy.

Bloomberg records also
showed the Manila Water as
having earned more than P65
billion in net ircome from a total
P19.836.29 billion in revenue with
a 32.89 percent profit margin in
2018 alone [see graphs),

Bloomisryg is a major global
provider af 24-hour flnancial
news and infirmation, including
real4ime und historic price data,
financials data, trading news,
and znalyst coverage, as well as
general news and sports,

In the third quarter of 2019,
Bloombery also reported a net
income of L6 billien from a
PG.6-billicn. revenue with a 26.6)
percent prafit margin for Manila
Water.

The firm has total assets of
nearly P1ES billion and liabilities
of P70 billion while remaining
debt light 21 39.77 peccent. With
its rich asssts, however, Manila

Water has failed to invest in new
infrastructures to guarantee fuil

. and better service to its market.

Not many industries in
the Philippines have posted
double-digit profit margins
like that of Manila Water.

Not loging money

It was no different with
Maynilad, which registered big
numbers before it filed 3 case
befors the Singapore Court.

According to its own records
shown in its website, Maynilad
figured consistently in 2016 and
2017, Its net income for 2018 was
at PB.75 billion on P20.22-5ilion
revenue while in 2017, it had a
P6.85-billien net inceme fram a
P20.7T7-billion profit.

Maynilad also had a banner
year In 2015 when it registered
P2.56 billion in net income on a
P15.10-billion profit. The years
before that were also profitable
for the cempany.

Maynilad is owned by the
Metre Pacific [nvestments Corp.
and DMCI Holdings Inc.

Metre Pacific has industrialist
Manny V. Pangilinan as its
chairman, Jose Ma, Lim as

Wai'ling In vain? Residents of Brgy. Oranbo, Fesig City walt lor precious water to trickds from theit faucals aﬂer

going without it fer four days.
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president/ CEQ and David Nico!
as executive vice president and
chief finance afficer.

Isidro Consunji Is the
chairman/president of DMCI
Holdings [nc. with Herbert
Consunji as executive vice
president and chief finance
officer.

Manila Water is under the
Ayala Group of Companies, led
by Jaime Augusto Zobe} de Ayala
Il as vice chairman, Jose Rere
Gregory Almendras as president/
CEO and Ma. Cecilia Cruzaba as
chief finance officer and treasurer.
Manila Water has Jaime Augusto
Jjoining Fernande Zobel de Ayala
of the Agalas Corp. and Sherisa P.
Nuesa in the Board,

Draconian messnres

Daily Tribune reported last
week that Malacafiang will have
to employ draconian measures,
including the impasition of a
state of emergency, to address
the deteriorating water supply
problem in Metro Manila.

With its rich assets,
however, Manila Water

has failed to invest in new
infrastructures to guarantee
full and better service to its
market,

.Based on interviews and
research conducted by Daily
Tribumne, the water shortage was
the result of a combinatien of
poot government plannirg and
the failure by the Manifa Water
and Maynilad to put up water
ireatment facilities.

It wis foumd that the Angatdpo-La
ilesa dam system, the primary
source of water in the capital
region, is no longer enough to
supply water in the metropolis.

Metro Manilz residents also
deal with poor water qualicy,

NCO: In her own

lack of proper sewage system, not
engugh water treatment facilities
and low water pressure to no
watez supply at all.

An environment expert said
that the situation has reached

n “inflection point,” wherein
the water demand of more or
less-20 million Metro Manila
residents cauld not be served by
the available suppiy.

Worse, previous governments
sat on the proposed projects
atmed at addressing the then still
looming water crisis. It reached
its tippmg point now resulling
to water shertages even months
befor: the dry season.

M. Duterie first made public his
dismay on the water concessionaires’
contracts to the Dutly Tribune
during a preSoNA distiussion

The President said that the
two companies, alang with
some of their cohorts in the
government, could be slapped
with plunder for eollecting fees
for services they did not deliver
to millions of their customers.

Shortly after that
statement, the Supreme
Court handed down huge
penalties against Manila
Water, Maynilad and the
state.-rup Metropolitan
Waterworks and Sewerage System
{MWS3S) in August.

The high tribunal imposed
a P2 bilien fine.on the water
companies and MWSS fer
vioiating the Clean Water Act.

The two concessienaires’
contracts with government to
distribute potable water to Metro
Manila residents ard nearby
areas is supervised by the MWSS
under & privatization agreement
first signed in 1997 under the
leadership of former President
Fidel V. Ramos.

[% was supposed o be 25year
concession agreement split

Here lies Ninez Cacho-Olivares, a lunatic crab and

between the Maynilad and Manila
Water. The deals are to expire
in 2022,

But in 2008, both firms sought
and were granied extensions of 15
years each [rom former President
Gloria Macapagak-Airoye even if
their old contracts have yet to
expire.

Mr. Duterte, however,
orgered the review of the
contract in March 2019 when
both firms had failed to
provide quality service and
with long and regular water
interruptions marking the
summear months. Poor service
have marked both companies'
stints as water distributors
and sewerage operations since
then,

Cabinet to decide

Meapwhiie, National Security
Adviser (NSA) Hermogeres '
Esperon Jr., in an intervies by
Daily Tribune, cenfirmed that
the water issue, ineludicg the
possibility of state of emergency,
will e discussed during today's
Cabinet meating.

Included in the agenda
would be ihe comiracts with
both Maynilad and Manlila
Water.

Esperen stressed that the
water issue will be the top priorify
of today’s Cabinet meeting,

“We will discuss that Io the
Cabinet meeting (Monday). 50, ;
just be assured that all aspects [
about water shortage and even |
the contract itself will be tackled,” '
Esperon said,

The NSA, however, matntained
that there is no need to be
alarmed about the water situation
as the Duterte adminisiratiion s }
an top of this matter.

“We are aware of the probi I'm ;.__
that’s why we are adelressing (1"
Esperon assured.

words

the paper Lo ts new owners in
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Maynilad says water recovery program

helped ease supply woes

-METRO MANILA's west zone wa-
ter ‘concessionaire Hayn{]ad Water

‘Services, Inc. said ils non-revenue

water management f;NRW) program
has recovered 979 tl;l:llhon liters per
day (MLD] since its ]aunch in 2008,
the company said in a statement on
Sunday.

“Qur almost P25-billion capital
investment in NEW Management

over the past 12 years enabled us

to recover a water volume that is
equivalent to cunqiructmg a new
dam,” said Maynﬂad_Chxefﬂperﬂlng
Officer Randolph T. Estrellado said.
“This additional supply has gone a
long way in supporting our drive to
expand services.tu previously un-
served areas.” i

The recovered water is enough to
supply about 1.7 million households
with potable water, and fill a volume
equivalent to a roughly 390 Olympic-
size pools every day, the company said.

Aside from the wuter recovery pro-
gram, the tapping of Laguna Lake as an

-~

alternative raw water source besides
Angat dam added supply for distribu-
tion to households.

Maynilad started drawing water
from the lake in 2010 after con-
structing its Putatan water treat-
ment plant in Muntinlupa. It cur-
rently has two treatment facilities
in the area that have a combined
output of 300 MLD.

With the rising population within
its coverage area, Maynilad has been
hoosting its water network through

pipe replacement and leak repair
‘attivities. The initiative is aimed at

enhancing efficiencies while making
more water available to expanding cus-
tomer hase.

At present, the concessionaire
serves around 9.6 million people, up
from 6.1 million in 2006 before Mayni-
lad’s re-privatization.

“These infrastrugcture enhance-
ments, as well as the two additional
treatments plants we built in Putatan,
helped to boost available supply and

stave off water shortages,” said Presi-
dent and Chief Executive Officer Ram-
oncito 5. Fernandez.

However, he said Metro Manila's
continued over-reliance on Angat dam
as its single major raw water source is a
supply risk that the government is now
seeking to address.

Maynilad is the country’s largest
private water concessionaire in terms
of customer base. It is the agent and
contracter of state-led Metropolitan
Waterworks and Sewerage System
(MWSS) for greater Metro Manila’s
west zone,

The company serves certain por-
tions of the cities of Manila and Que-
zon, the side of Makati City west of
South Super Highway, and other Metro
Manila towns Caloocan, Pasay, Para-
flaque, Las Pifas, Muntinlupa, Valen-
zuela, Navotas and Malabon.

Maynilad also supplies water to the
cities of Cavite, Bacoor and Imus, and
the towns of Kawit, Noveleta and Rosa-
rio, all in Cavite province, — VVS
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lllegal plain
and simple

€«

Rody
said no,
since
there was
nothing to
renegotiate
as the
deals were
deemed
illegal
Jrom the
start due
to their
onerous
provisions.
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Had President Rody Duterte not intervened, the two L

concessionaires Maynilad and Manila Water would have
gotten away with
\\
0N : \ |

murder in their effort |
to charge corporate
income tax payments in
the P82 billion windfall
they were seeking
via international
arbitration.

Through an intricate
methodology provided under
the concession agreements, tax
paymenis were considered as part
of expenses that allow the water
firms to pass them on to consumers.

The regulator Metropolitan Waterworks
and Sewerage System, in fairness, acted to
stop the patently illegal moves, resulting in both
firms running to the Singaporebased court to
challenge the MWSS prohibition.

The Supreme Court (SC) had ruled as
ﬂlegal such a corporate maneuver.

" In a 2002 decision on a case involving
power distribution giant Manila Electric Co.,
the SC barred all public utilities from mcludmg
income fax in their computation of operating |
expenses (opex).

It is in opex that the income tax payments
are charged and are deducted from net income.

In arguing against the inclusion of income
tax as operating expense for rate-determination
purposes, the SC ruled, “Income tax paid by a
public ufility is inconsistent with the nature of
operating expenses.” '

The High Court furthered, “In general, operating n
expenses are fhose which are reasonmably incurred in ;
connection with business operations to yield revenue or ' i
income. They are items of expenses which contribute or
are attributable to the production of income or revenue.”

On the matter of income tax, it said that this is imposed
on an individual or entify as a form of excise tax or a tax
on the privilege of earning income.

The SC decision directed Meralco to refund consumers
for what was deemed as overcharging.

The same SC ruling was also used as basis in the . -
rejection of huge water rate hikes sought by the two water
concessionaires in 2013, _ ' : reriia
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Maynilad and Manila Water were ordered to bring down  girectly,

their rates, but the water firms rejected the MWSS decision  gpq
amd challenged this through international arbitration and  exelusively
through cases it filed with local courts. by said
The total amount assessed the government was P82 billion, companies
niostly representing the amount of corporate income tax is exempi
payments that were included in the setting of water rates, Jrom
Maynmilad, for instance, had admitted that 65 percent of deonror’s
its tariff hike would be for the recovery of its income tax. {faxr.
138 Likewise, the rate computations of
1] ! the water firms included the cost of
In arguing future expenses charged in advance
{zgt;ms_t the from consumers. Future expenses
;M wggon, o ztr.zcome included expansion projects that
$& a3 opcrating were not even implemented or
AP T ar rojections such as projected
rate-determination D% S_SHG0 BSLPIOISL
demand to justify higher rates.
purpases, the SC TSy
‘ The arbitration court had ruled
ruled, ‘Income
that the government owed the two

e S e B O )

R e T T T G e e i e N Sy

tax paid by a

publio tiliy i Water firms an initial P108 billion

inconsistent with based on the lopsided provisions in -
the noture of the concession agreement which Rody

ﬂpera,tiny EXPEnses. ? rejected. Instead, he said he would file
syndicated estafa charges against both
firms aside from aborting the contracts.

The MWSS then rescinded a deal in 2009 that extended
the concession agreements by an atrocious 28 years, until
2037, and restored the 2022 term in the 1997 pact.

To salvage its lucrative concession, both firms waived
the amounts won in the arbitration proceedings and offered
to renegotiate their contracts while suspending further
rate increases.

Rody said no, since there was nothing to renegotiate as
ihe deals were deemed illegal from the start due to their
onerous provisions.

Instead, he vowed to put the tycoon owners of both
firms, Manuel V. Pangilinan and Fernando Zobel de Ayala,
behind bars on syndicated estafa charges that have no bail.

The jailing of the billionaires would be fair payback for
tuping Filipinos for so long under different administrations
before meeting their mateh in Rody.

{
!
i
!
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Fernando eyes damming of ‘

Bayabas river to solve
Bulacan farmers’ water woes

By FREDDIE C. VELEZ

ITY OF MALOLOS, Bulacan

— Bulacan Governor Daniel

R. Fernando appealed to the

National Water Resources
Board (NWRRB) on behalf of the Bu-
lacan farmers to increase their water
allocation from Angat Dam for ir-
rigation.

“Let us support our farmers be-
cause the farmers are the main aid
of the nation and the greatest power
of our economy. We need food, when
farms will grow successiully, busi-
nesses in the roadways as well as
the communities will also grow,”
Fernando said.

In a dialogue held at the Gov-
ernor’s Official Residence Friday,
Fernando told Bulacan farmer leaders
that based on his dialogue with Sevillo
David Jr.,, NWRB executive director,
there is a chance that NWRB will
increase the irrigation water alloca~
tion to Bulacan farmlands to 20 cubic
meter per second and possﬂ:ﬂ,y to its
normal 30 cubic meters per second
if the water elevation in Angat-Dam
continues to improve.

As of 8 a.m. Friday, the water
level of Angat Dam was at 204.07, a
bit higher from 203.71 meters a week
ago. Water elevation in Ipo Dam was
at 101.08 meters, while Bustos Dam
was 16.21 meters, below its nermal

level of 17.34 meters.

Recently, the NWRB allocated only
10 cubic meters per second for irriga-
tion and 40 cubic meters per second to
Metro Manila's domestic needs.

The 10 cubic meters per second
aflocation was only provided to the
National Irrigation Authority's (NIA)
north zone service areas that include
the towns of Baliwag, Calumpit, Puli-
lan, San Ildefonso and San Rafael, San
Simon, Apalit, Candaba and San Luis
in Pampanga.

This left the south zone service
areas of NIA which includes the towns
of Hagonoy, Balagtas, Bocaue, Bula-
kan, Bustos, Plaridel, Calumpit, Gui-

of Malolos without irrigation water
allocation from Angat Dam..

The water shortage problem
prompted Fernando to push for
the lung term solution proposed by
former Governor now Bulacan Vice
governor Wilhelmino M. Alvarado to
convert Bayabas river to a new dam
and create other catch basins that
could hold rain from the Sierra moun-
tain ranges during the rainy season.
“No water shortage if the Bayabas
river will be converted into a dam,”
Alvaradoe said.

01 this will only be realized, an
assurance of bountiful water supply in
our dams will no longer be a regular

problem for we have a water source

guinto Fandi, Paombong and the City

coming from the Angat-Umiray catch
basin and the Bayabas river if it will
be converted into a dam,” Alvarado
said.

Alvarado said the Angat Dam is
heavily silted and needs massive
dredging.

“Mabilis natutuyo ang tubig sa
dam kasi heavily silted na ito at ang
mga contributory dito ay ang pagputol
ng mga century-old na mga puno at
ang mga nabulok na troso na nasa ila-
lim ng reservoir (the water in the dam
easily dries up because it is heavily
silted and this is caused by the cutting
of centuries-old trees and the rotting
logs at the bottom of the reservoir),”
Alvarado said.
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Panawagan para sa dagdag na suplay ng irigasyon

UMAPELA ang mga magsasaka sa probinsiyva ng Bulacan, para sa pagpapataas ng alokasyon
sa irigasyon ng tubig, habang unti-unti nang tumataas ang level ng tubig sa Angat Dam.

Nitong Biyernes, nagkaroon ng divaiego si Governor Daniel Fernando sa mga lider
magsasaka at mga opisyales ng National Irrigation Administration {(NIA) bilang tugon sa
hiling ng mga magsasaka sa probinsiyal na pamahalaan na humiling para sa kanila sa
National Water Resources Board (NWRB).

“"There is a chance that the NWRB would increase the irrigation water allocation to Bulacan
farmlands at 20 cubic meters per second (cms) and possibly to its normal 30 cms if the
water elevation in Angat Dam continues to improve,” pahayag ni Fernando,

Ang Angat Dam ang pangunahing pinagkukunan ng suplay ng tubig sa Metro Manila at
irigasyon ng palay sa mga sakahan ng Bulacan at ilang bahagi ng Pampanga.

Nitong Enero, naglaan lamang ang NWRB ng 10 c¢cms sa halip na normal na 30 cms para sa
irrigation at 40 cms para sa suplay ng Metro Manila mula sa normal nitong 46 cms.

Ang 10 cms alokasyon sa irigasyon ay ipinagkaloob lamang sa north zone service areas ng
NIA, kung saan kabilang ang mga bayan ng Baliwag, ilang bahagi ng Calumpit, Pulilan, San
Ildefonso, at San Rafael sa Bulacan at San Simon, Apsalit, Candaba, at San Luis sa
Pampanga.

Dahil dito walarng natatanggap na serbisyong irigasyon ang south zone service areas ng
NIA, kung saan sakop ang mga bayan ng Hagonoy, Balagtas, Bocaue, Bustos, Bulakan,
Plaridel, ilang bahagi ng Calumpit, Angat, Guiguinto, Pandi, Pacmbong, at ang siyudad ng
Maiolos.

Samantala, sinabi ni NIA regional manager Josephine Salazar na nagtakda na sila ng pulong
kasama ng mga lider magsasaka mula sa north at south zones service areas ng ahensiva
upang makabuo sila ng plano kung paano higit na mapakikinabangan ng maayos ang suplay
ng irigasyon.

Sinusuplayan na Angat Dam ang irigasyan ng nasa 20,000 ektaryang sakahan sa Bulaan.
Habang tumatanggap din ng suplay ang nasa 2,000 ektarya ng sakahan sa Pampanga sa
Candaba at sa bahagi ng San Luis at Santa Ana.

PNA
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Basura sa Boracay,
pinoproblema

Ni JUN N. AGUIRRE

BORACAY ISLAND -
Magpapalabas ng  bagong
regulasyon ang Task Force Boracay
kaugnay ng lumalalang problema
sa basura sa isla,

Ayon kav Department of

" Environment und Natural Resources

(DENR} Secretary Roy Cimatu,

hindi nila inaasahan ang bugso ng
basura na tumambak sa isla dulot
ng bagyong Ursula.

Aniya, niteng Disyembre 25 pa
humagupit ang bagyo sa Boracay na
ikinasira ng ilang bahay.

Dahil sa tambak na basira,
pinamunuan ni Cimatu ang

e —

closed door meeting, kasama
ang mga stakeholders sa Boracay
kamakailan.

Inihayag ni Cimatu,
babalangkasin muna nifa ang bagong
regulasyon sa Central Office at
agaran ding ipatutupad sa naturang
lugar.
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Boracay — ‘special
purpose territory’

he job of clearing and [
I cleaning up Boracay Is-

land is not even half done.
Yes, the world famous beach _
of Boracay is a 100 times bet-
ter, cleaner and the maddening
crowds are not as bad as they
used to be. But as | mentioned in
previous articles, there remains :
a ton of work to be done before anyone in govern-
ment can say: “Mission accomplished.” Many of
the demolished areas look exactly like you would
expect a demolition site would be, garbage collec-
tion and disposal is still a major problem, trans-
portation and price regulation is still a headache
for many, and the recent typhoon was a sobering
reminder that it's too early to celebrate because
one lesson from Typhoon Ursula is that Boracay is
not “typhoon ready.” The challenge is how to do
it all knowing time is running out on the Duterte
administration and given the fact that the DENR,
DOT, and DILG all have a long list of priority proj-
ects or concerns that got sidetracked because of the
president’s priorities. ™

DENR Secretary Roy Cimatu recently visited

Boracay to personally see what has been reported in
the news as well as from travelers, According to my
sources, the ever vigilant “Godfather” of Boracay
was both pleased and upset at what he saw and
heard. The first “bad sign” was the disappearance
of the “Welcome to Boracay” sign that was either
taken down or blown off during the typhoon. After
that, Sec. Roy asked to see the things a certain col-
umnijst had been “complaining about” concerning
the garbage piles and the transport problem, so he
could act on them. Fortunately, the garbage had all
been collected according to Usec. Benny Antiporda
after he raised hell at the contractor and collectors
a few days before the ocular visit of Sec. Cimatu.
But even though the garbage had been collected,
Secretary Cimatu was not spared from the lamenta-
tions of many business owners whom Sec. Roy met.
] heard that a leader of the local Boracay Chamber of
Commerce pointed out that in the 15-year existence
of the Chamber, the current garbage issue is at its
worst. The biggest complaint was the announce-
ment that local businesses will have to pay P10 for
every kilo of trash collected! But when asked, the
ECOS representative claimed that they were only
charging P6 per kilo. Apparently someone had
added P4. It does not stop there, When Secretary Ci-
matu, checked on the problem of transportation and
tricycles, he found out that the trikes were limited
to a very small location, no facilities for customers
and drivers and that the drivers were paying to be
in line. Why does that not surprise us? It's a racket
that exists wherever there is a local government!

FAarry

At the moment, there is supposed to be a female
“General Manager” of sorts reportedly appointed
or designated by DENR Secretary Roy Cimatu. I
can't judge how effective she has been, given that
I have not met her or seen her work. However, |
have to point out that during our stay which was
right after Typhoon Ursula had ripped through
the island, [ was told that the Lady GM was away
for the Christmas holidays. That of course is nor-
mal among government employees, but given the
nature of her area of responsibility, her absence or
“holiday leave” was a bad idea.

Not many people realize it but if you work in
the service industry, meaning hotels and resorts as
well as food and beverage outlets, Christmas, New
Year, Valentines, Easter/Holy Week are some of the
holidays when all leaves are cancefled, similar to
the police and the military. Having built two resorts
in Northern Palawan and run them during their
start up, I can tell you that the Yuletide and New
Year season is “Luhaan season” for many workers
who can’t or won't be allowed to go home because
of the velume of customers. It would be tantamount
to abandoning your post, regardless of the fact
that you asked permission. Needless to say, I was
shocked that Boracay’s “government GM"” or QIC
was reportedly not on the beach or on the ground.

The way ! see it, in order for business in, and
environment of Boracay to succeed, what Secretary
Cimatu might consider doing is to recommend to
President Duterte to ask Congress to declare Bora-
cay Island as a Special Purpose Territory under the
national government, create an independent profes-
sional management authority with police powers
to oversee the day to day issues on the island and
fund it with money from all the multi-layers of taxes
collected from tourists and business establishments
whose business is directly connected to Boracay. By
doing this, it becomes like a mini Hong Kong or
Singapore, run by professionals, business owners,
national government officials such as Usecs from
DENR, DOT, DILG and where the local government
retains a vote/seat to represent tax concerns and
the likes but not dipping fingers in every pie. If
designed and done properly such an independent
group could carry on with President Duterte’s
vision of restoring and managing Boracay as the

country’s premiere example of an internationally

admired tourism destination. Yes, such an idea
presents issues and complications, but we all have
to realize that BORACAY is loved by the world and
belongs to the world and we Filipinos are blessed
to be its caretaker which is why we need to nurture
it. Botacay needs to be protected and declaring it
as a special purpose territory is the best way. In the
meantime, let’s all thank Secretary Roy Cimatu for
his vigilance!

* * *

E-mail: utalk2ctalk@gmail.com
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Waste segregation

PE S, it’s time to fully implement the govern-
ment’s waste segregation program not only in the
heavily-populated Metropolitan Manila area but
thmlfhnut the country.

And concerned government authorities should dig
deeper why many people, particularly in urban cen-
ters, still continue to dump their garbage into water-
ways and other public places.

In Manila, Mayor Francisco “Isko Moreno” Doma-
goso and Vice Mayor Honey Lacuna, aware of the
garbage problem, now want to strictly implement the
wasle segregation scheme.

Initially, the scheme covers establishments which
contribute to the huge volume of garbage being col-
lected in the capital city on a daily basis, according
to Moreno, a former scavenger.

The stirict but fair actor-turned-mayecr called on
establishment owners and residents to practice
“wasle sorting” by separating their wet and dry trash
and those that are reeyclable and not.

At the same time, the highly-articulate local exec-
utive announced plans to undertake a city-wide in-
formation dissemination campaign on the importance
of waste segregation. '

Years ago, as a poor boy, Moreno roamed the
streets of the impoverished district of Tondo in
Manila looking for food by going through garbage
dumped by residents and passersby.

In batting for waste segregation, Moreno said it
would be lot easier for scavengers, mostly children
and elderly, to pick up recyelables put together in a
single garbage bag.

“Mas madali ‘yung kukunin na lang nila ‘yung mga
pakikinabangan kesa kakalkalin ang basura tapos
iilwanan (ang mga nakakalat na) pinagkalkalan,” la-
mented the tough-talking Moreno.

We hope other local government authorities will
follow suit. They should wake up to their legal re-
sponsihility to strictly implement the country’s waste
segregation program..
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After Indonesia’s floods, few hear

climate ‘wake-up call’

JAKARTA (Reuters) — Floods
that killed more than 50 peopie in
Indonesia’s capital after the biggest
rainfall since records began should
be a wake-up call to climate change
in one of the world’s biggest carbon
emitters, environmental groups said.

But, despite the disaster in South-
east Asia’s biggest city, authorities
see no greater impetus for more cuts

“to planned carbon dioxide emission
reductions or other measures to ad-
dress climate change.

The fioods “should serve as a
strong reminder to the government
that things can’t be business as usual,”
said Yuyun Harmono, a campaign
manager at the Indonesian Forum
for the Environment, the country’s
biggest preen group.

With one of the world’s longest

Residents walk near the wreckage of vehicles that were swept away by coastlines Indonesia, the world’s
flood in West Java, Indonesia on Friday. w  fourth most popu]ous country, is ex-

tremely vulnerable to climate change.
The metropolitan region of the capital
Jakarta is home to 30 million people
and parts of the city near the coast are
sinking just as sea levels are rising.

However, the country is the world's
fifth-largest emitter of the greenhouse
gases that are blamed for causing the
climate crisis. It is also the world’s
top exporter of both thermal coal
and palm oil, whose cultivation has
reduced the amount of carbon dioxide
absorbing forests.

Atleast 53 people were killed after
the rains on Mew Year’s Day, Indo-
nesian authorities said on Saturday.
Nearly 175,000 people remain evacu-
ated from their homes.

Indonesia’s meteorological depart-
ment said it was the heaviest one-day
rainfall since Dutch colonists began
keeping records in 1866 and squarely
blamed rising global temperatures.
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few hear climate change ‘wake up call’

JAKARTA — Floods that killed 60
pecple in Indonesia’s capital after
the biggest rainfall since records
began should be a wake-up call
to climate change in one of the
world’s biggest carbon emitters,
environmental groups said.

But, despite the catastrophs in
Southeast Asia’s biggest city, au-
thorities see no greater impets
for more cuts to planned earbon
dioxide emission reductions or
other. measures to address oli-
mate chanpe.

The floods “should serve as
a4 strong reminder to the gow-
ernment that things can’t be
business as usual,” said Yuyun
Harmono, a campaign manager
at the Indonesian Forum for the

Environment, the country's big-
gest green group.

With one of the world’s longest
coastlines Indonesia, the world’s
fourth most populous country, is
extremely vulnerable to climate
change. The metropolitan region
of the capital Jakarta is home io
30 million people and parts of the
city near the ¢oast are sinking just
as=ealevels are rising.

However, the country is the
world’s fifth-largest emitter of the
greenhouse gases that are blamed
for causing the climate crisis. It
is also the world’s top exporter af
both thermal coal and palm oil.
whose cultivation has reduced the
amount of carbon dioxide absorb-
ing forests.

When asked if the government
would do more on climate issues
after the floods, the Ministry of
the Environment and Forest's
Climate Adaptation Directur Sri
Tantri Arundhati said on Friday
there are no plans to change pol-
icy or shift the targets for cutting
carbon dioxide output it agreed
under the Paris Accord.

Rida Mulyana, director gen-
eral for electricity at the energy
ministry, said the government
would stick to a plan for moving
to renewables that means more
than half of power generation
will still rely on coal for the next
decade.

Part of the government’s solu-
tion for Jakarta's regular floods,

At least 60 people were killed
afterthe rains on New Year’s Day, In-
donesian authorities said on Satur-
day evening. Nearly 100,000 people
remain evacuated from their homes.

Indonesia's meteorological
department said it was the heavi-
est one-day rainfall since Dutch
colonists began keeping records
in 1866 and squarely blamed ris-
ing global temperatures.

“The impact of a one degree in-
crease can be severe,” Dwikorita
Karnawati, the head of the agency,
told a news conference on Friday.
“Among that is these floods.”

The floads were “a big wale up
vall,” said Hidayah Hamzah, a re-
search analyst at the World Resoure-
es envirorumental group in Jukarta.

which are not usually as bad as the
recent ones, is to move the capital
to the isiand of Borneo by 2023, a
plan environmentalists fear will
exacerbate deforestation.

Plans to improve Jakarta's
flood defences include building
two dams and works on the city’s
biggest river.

“There aren’t a lot of people
who realize the impact of climate
change,” said Nirwono Joga, a
researcher at the Urban Studies
Center in Jakarta.

“When the flood recedes and
people get back to their homes
and resume normal activities,
fiood management or concrete
actions to combat climate change
will be forgotten too.” — Reuters

‘WE DON’T CARE ABOUT THE
ENVIRONMENT’

Social media users criticized
the government for not daing
envugh on climate change uf-
ter the flooding. Twitter user (@
wolfiecoconut said: “Indonesia
is a country that is prone to di-
saster but we don’t care about
the environment.”

But the green lobby has little
sway in Indonesia.

Some 18% of Indonesians be-
lieve there is no link between hu-
man activity and climate change,
one of the highest percentages
among the world’s 23 biggest
countries, according to the 2019
YouGov-Cambridge Globalism
Project.
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Transition to full non-lead production
of PH paint, coating industry hailed

By CHITO A. CHAVEZ

Quezon City~based environmen-
tal group EcoWaste Coalition and the
Philippine Association of Paint Manu-
facturers (PAPM) have hailed the his-
toric transition of the country’'s paint
and ceating industry to full non-lead
praoduction effective January 1, 2020 as
the phase-out period of lead containing
paints used for industrial applications
was already completed.

They noted the *phase-out of all
tvpes of lead-containing paints in the

Philippines is an excellent example of.

a successful chemical policy directive
aimed at preventing and reducing chil-
dren’s exposure to lead, a highly toxic

(ppm).

substance, from paints.”

Under the Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources (DENR)
Administrative Order 2013-24, ot the
Chemical Control Drder for Lead and
Lead Compeounds, manufacturers of
lead-containing paints for industrial
uses were directed to phase out such
paints by December 31, 2019.

Lead-containing architectural,
household and decorative paints were
phased out at an earlier time on De-
ceraber 31, 2016.

EcoWaste Coalition explained that
lead paints are paints or other similar
surface coatings containing lead com-
pounds in excess of 90 parts per million
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DENR sets January ECC hearing for Cebu quarry

THE Departrment of Environment and

_ Natural Resources (DENR) is set to
conduct a pubtic hearing for the Envis
repmental Compliance Certificate (ECC)
aphlication of Cebu-based mining firm
Citade! Mining Corp. (CMC) for its mine
site in Danao ity,

“Scheduled for public hearing this
January... It will tiscuss impact and mifi-
gating meastires of the mining activi-
ties,” DENR Enviranimental Managemgnt
Bureau (DENR- EME) Director Williarm P.
Cufiado said in a phone interview.

in a notice, the EMB said a public
hearing on the environmental impac!
statement (EIS) of the proposed Danan
Pozzolan Mining Project of CMC is it an
Jan. 17. The EIS of the project is currantly
being reviewed by the bureau.

"Pagkatapos doon sa public hear-
ing, kung mai-submit na yung mga_
output nifa, then mag-schedule wiit
(After the public hearing, if the com-
pany submiits the reguirements, we will
then schedule) a technical hearing,” Mr.
Cufiado said.

The timeiine wili “depend on the
project proponent’s compliance.., we
cannot dictate the compliance of the
cormpany,” he said.

The project is located at barangays
Cabungahan, Manlayag, Sta. Rosa
and Guinacot in Danao City. The site
comprises 102.1 hectares out of the
336.3782 hectares covered by the
mineral producticn sharing agreement
(MPSA), which was awarded to the
company cn April 10, 2000.

The mining methed for the proposed
projects is surface mining through
guarrying, with a mine life of 10 years.
Pozzolan, a major raw material used in
the production of cement, can He mined
in the area, which will be supplied to
clients like Republic Cemnent and Buitd-
ing Materials, [nc,

“CMC has not considered any
alternative project site. For the mining
method, given the nature of the de-
nosit, the result of the initial feasibility
cenducted, drilling/geologic resuits
and environmental considerations, the
most suitable method of extraction is by
open-cut quarry method,” the company
said in its EiS.

The first year of implernentation is
the pre-construction stage which will

involve technical desian and finaliza-

tion of quarry plans and construction of
facllities, soil invastigation, and securing
of needed permits. In the second vear,

it has scheduled construction and site
praparation, which will include site clear-
ing, development of roads and drainage
lines, and preparation of the loading pad
and benches, among others,

Extraction of the minerai will also
start by the second year, with activities
to run for 1G years. At the end of the
mine life, the company will rehabilitate
the remaining mined-cut areas and
setiling ponds, decommission of quary
anciflary facilities, implement social
programs, and donate buildings to inker-
asted local government units, — Vincent
Mariel P. Galang
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PHcompletes
phaseout of paints
with lead content |

THE phaseout of all types of lead-contain-
ing paints in the Philippines is an excellent
example of a successful chemicat policy
directive aimed at preventing and redue-
ing children’s exposure to iead, a highly
toxic substance, from paints.

The EcoWaste Coalition and the Phil-
ippine Association of Paint Manufactur-
ers marked the histeric transition of the
country's paint and coating industry to
full non-lead production effective Jan. 1
with the completion of the phaseout pe-
riod for lead-containing paints used for
industrial applications.

Under the Department of Environment
and Natural Rescurces Administrative
Order 2013-24, or the Chemicai Control
Order for Lead and Lead Compounds,
magnufacturers of lead-containing paints
for industrial uses were directed to phase
out such paints by Dec. 31, 2019. Lead-
containing architectural, household and
decorative painis were phased out at an
earlier time on December 31, 2016. Lead
paints are paints or other similar surface
coatings containing lead compounds in
excess of 90 parts per million,

“The conclusion of the phase-out pe-
riod for lead-added industrial paints
wraps up a positive process of replacing
lead-based additives, particularly pig-
ments, with non-lead raw materials for
all paint formulations,” said Ely Ken-
neth Ong Sue, President, PAPM. “The
industry-wide shift to lead-free paint
manufacturing is a superb way to usher
in 2020. it’s a milestone made possible
by unigue government, industry and civ-
il society cellaboration,” he added.
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AS A MATTER OF FACT

SARA SOLIVEN DE GUZMAN
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Year 2020 - clear vision!

with a clean slate. Year 2020
should imply — a clear vision.
After all the challenges in the past
year, we should clear our mind, heart
and spirit in order to move forward.
Many of us have fallen short of im-
ﬁortant virtues — patience, kindness,
umility, selflesness, responsibility,
ntegrity, honesty and commitment.
In our own quest in life may it be as

Let’ 5 get this year rolling and start

1

a parent, a student, an employee, a boss or a public servant

—we all should aim to become better.

We all need to do our part in making our world a better
place. The pastyear has shown us many images beyond our
imagination. Suicides, murders, homicide, manslaughter,
rape, theft/ cormuption, etc. Our leaders have pushed us to
our limits by the things they do and say. Our government
has tested our patience and impatience by not giving us the
right and proper human services we deserve. We continue
to degrade our environment and as we speak forest fires
continue to hit dur ecosystems due to human craziness,
foolishness and stupidity.

We are clearly leaving a trail of human misery all around
us and if we don't get our act together, we will continue to
suffer. Government must lead the people to amore civilized
society with the proper education to refine our ways and lift
up our spirit and develop a better value system. Government
must work for the people.

Each of us have a role to play to create a balance in our
communities. Withouthaving a clear vision of our own func-
Hons and responsiblities, confusion, chaos — anarchy will
continue. Parents should give more time for their children
who need love and understanding. Students must realize
the importance cf getting a good edi:2.iion and how burn-
ing the midnightoil to understand facts and solve problems
will help them function as better citizens in the future. The
workforce must be more committed to their jobs as it gets
the country going. Public servants/ government workers
should continue &0 develop reforms to better their systems
and services for the people.

When everyone works as a community with a clear vi-
sion and a comman goal — then e achieve a well-balanced
society. A good microcosm of community working toward
a common goal is the province of Bohol. I'm not talking
about politics this time. I'm talking about the people, the
community who wirk together for a comon goal. From the
airport or seaports you notice how dedicated the workers
are. They all follow the rules of efficiency. The areas are well
maintained, services are efficient and the people, the local
folk are honest. Tourists are happy because tgey feel safe,
All tourists’ fees seem to be standard. You won't get the feel-
ing of being ripped off. As you go around the towns, you
can easily appreciate the beauty of the churches, the rivers,
beaches and forests — with zero waste. In tourist sites like the
Lobac River Crulse, you don't actually feel the huge influx
of tourists becatise Lﬁere are good and efficient systems in
place. The scenic zipline that takes vou across the Loboc
dver-forest and the juimpy ride of an all-terrain vehicle (ATV)
through the Chwcugate ills— all seemingly dangerous feats
butwith the proper protocols and strict enforcement of rules,
tourists feel very safe.
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What is my pownts vve can make things work only if we
“will” it to work. The Boholanos have a clear vision. They
are passing international standards because of the mindset
eacﬁ) member of societv has. Yes, they continue to thrive
because they have a goal. They want to live and be happy
as a people. They want to continue to give good service in
order to sustain themselves in their beloved province. They
know that they need to protect their environment, improve
their work and develop new trends to attract more tourists.
This type of mindset is rare in our country. Unfortunately,
we have many beautiful provinces and can offer many at-
tractions not to mention develop many products but the
people are lazy, uneducated and have no will to improve
things. In the cities, barangay officials cannot even tollow
international standards of road safety to avoid hazards. Yes,
our streets and highways continue to be the #1 dangerous
zones. Just fook around and observe. City mayors should
give all barangay captains a 101 class in public service in
order to function well; meeting national and international
standarls. =L

Talking about 20/ 20 vision. A very strong message about
how we are as a people was in the news these past few
days. The National Parks Development Committee (NPDC)
estimated that at least 65,000 people who visited Rizal Park
left tons of garbage in the area, Single-use plastics, bottles,
boxes, and leftover food were thrown on the park grounds.
Why can’t we properly throw our trash in the bins? There
were different bins for waste segregation but no one seemed
to follow it.

The city government of Manila collected 32 trucks of

arbage from vendors in Divisoria. Che Borromen, head of
ﬁ-le Manila Task Force Cleanup said they hauled 380} tons of
garbage - equivalent to 35 trucks during the cleanup opera-
tion conducted along Recte Avenue from Abad Santos to
Asuncion sireets. DENR Undersecretary Benny Antiporda
said that based on their estimates, the volume of garbage
collected from Rizal Park after the New Year celebration was
less than the 50 metric tons (M) collected during the Christ-
mas festivities. Believe it or not, this volume has already
improved [rom trash collected in previous years reaching
over 100 MT. In 2014 the DENR estimated 26 truckloads
of garbage equivalent to 156 MT, in Manila alone after the
New Year celebration.

Local povernment units (or LGUs) should be consistent
and siricter with their waste segregation polidies. It is sug-
gested that stiffer penalties be imposed by the LGUs for
non-sezregation of solicd waste. DENR thinks that a P1,000
fine would do and commumnity service should be imposed
for those who cannot pay. Under Republic Act 9003 or the
Solid Waste Management Act, the law imposes fines of
1,000 for non-segregation of waste and from P300 to 1,000
for littering.

As population increases and living standards are en-
hanced the country generates more solid waste. According to
areport by the Senate Economic Planning Office (SEPQ), the
country’s waste generation steadily increased from 37,427 46
tons per day in 2012 to 40,087.45 fons in 2016. [t is said that
solid wastes produced by Philippine aties are expected to
increase by 165 percent to 77,776 tons by 2025,

Who produces the most amount of solid waste? These
are the residential areas that are producing 57 percent of
solid waste, while wastes from commercial estabﬁshments,
institutional sources, and industrial or manufachuring sector
accounted for 27 percent, 12 percent, and 4 percent of the
total waste generated, respectively. This means that proper
waste segregation should start from horne. Families mustbe
made aware of the policies on waste segregation and must
be penalized when caught violating suﬁ'l

Fu}m Wessley in a 1778 sermon said, “Cleanlinessis next
to godliness.” From the moment we were born we were
already conditioned to be clean. We must begin with our
physical cleanliness, continue on with a mental cleansing
and down to the core of our human spirit. Let's put some
clarity of vision in year 2020.

*
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'._rami pagsubnk ang
maraming overseas Fi-

mga_

men.

May giyera sa Libya
na pin abahuhan

-libong OFW,

Mu.r namumueng gi-
yera kasangkot ang Irag
at Iran, America at iba
pang mga Arabong ban-
sa dahil sa patayan sa
pagitan ng mga Ameri-
kano, lran at Iraq.

Naririvan din ang
mga krimen, gaya ng

era, pulitika, Kri-

sa Kuwait.

Naghgahalo-halo ang
mga lto upang malagay
sa balng ng alanganin
ang n}g;amlng OFW at
mga pamilya-OFW.

Pero hindi lang apek-
tado ang mga OFW sa
mga ngyayudng ito
kundi maging ang buong
bansa.

LANGIS
NAGMAHAL
Makaraang mapa-

drone sa alrport ng
Baghdad, Iraq ang ra-
nian Ganeral na si Qa-
- sem Soleimani na sina-
sabing ikalawa sa pi-
‘nakamakapangyari-
hang nplsysl ng lran,
umarmin si American
President Donaid Trump
na srya ang nag-utcs
nito.

Ngayon, nagbaba-
bala ang Iran na aatake-
hin nila ang mga sunda-

lo ng mga Amerikano sa
Iraq at kakambal na-
man nile ang sinasa-
bing pagiomba ng Ame-
rika sa 52 lugar sa loob
mismo ng fran bilang
ganti kung sakall.
Habang nagaganap
ito, biglﬂng nagmahal
ang presyo ng langis at
labis nii*npelrladn ang
'mga bansang nakade-

pende sa Gitnang Sila-
| ngan ang suplay nila ng
| langis.
; M&anﬂng ialaja pa
| 'ang predﬁ.lhan sakaling
} maganap ar;?i mga gus-
tong mangyari ng lran at
Amerika na gantihan.

Hindl iniintindi ng
Amerika ang suplay ng
langis dahil gumagana
na ang maa produksyan
nila ng langis at 5 pors-
yento na lang ang Ina-
angkat nila sa mga Ara-
bong bansa.

At natutuwa pa nga
sita na maparalisa ang
Gitnang Sllangan sa

sila na maghantasa
maa ko er na ban-
sa ng mga nasa Ara-

bong bansa.

&HﬂF 88 ma-

lipino: ma‘r at kanilang’
iya.

pagpalay sa maga OFW

tay sa pamamagitan ng

suplay ng langis upang

Maaama naman an

‘@pekto sa mahal kong

nas ang pagmamahal ng
mge produkiong peiralyo
dahil tiyak na magmama-

‘hal ang presyo ng lahat ng

mga bilihin natin,
MASASAMANG
EPEKTO

Milyon-milyon ang bi-
lang ng mga OFW na na-
kakalal sa mga Arabong
bansa.

Sa lrag, tinatayang na-
sa 2,500 ang mga OFW at
may libo ring nasa lran
bagama't pawang IHgal
ang turing sa mga ilo.

Kung maaapekiuhan
ang bansang Saudi Ara-
bia, mahigit umanong 1
milyon ang mga OFW rito
samantalang daan-da-
ang fibo naman ang na-
kakalal sa {bang mga Ara-

bong bansa gaya ng Ku-

wait, Gatar, United Arab
Emirates, Libya, Jordan,
Egypt ai iba pa.
Maaaring madiskaril
ang kabuhayan ng mga

OFW rito kaya naman,

madidiskarll din ang ka-
buhayan ng mga pamilya-
OFW nila.

Katunayan, lahat ng
mga may hawak rig Ame-
rican passport sa lraq ay
umaalis na sa rga oilfield
sa |rag bilang pangkalig-
tasang hakbang dabhil
maaaring target sila ng
mga pagpatay.

Dite lamang, !utang-
kita kung paano mawa-
walan ng trabaho at kita
ang mga OFW na labis na
makaaapekto sa mga pa-
miya-OFW,

Al maging ang remit-
tance ng dolyar at piso na
padala ng mga fto ay ma-
aaring bumaba na ma-

‘kasasama naman sa eko-

nomiya ng buong bansa.
Mababawasan o titigil

‘ang kakayahang bumili ng

mga pamilya-OFW, ma-

pasasama ang pag-aaral

no anak ng mga ito at iba
pa.

Kapag umuwi sa ban-
sa ang mga madidiskaril
na OFW, mapapabiiang
naman sila sa milyon-mil-
yong walang trabaho sa
mahal kong Pinas.

- KRIMEN

Napakasama rin ang
apekio g mga krimen sa

ating mga OFW gaya ng
nangyaring pagpata{)
Jeanelyn Padarnal Villa-

vandea na kanvons e

asawang among Ku-
waiti.

Naghuhugas-kamay
ang mister na isang pu-
lis at itinuro niya ang
kanyang misis n& may
kapagawan subalil Kint-
long silang dalawa at
sinampahan ng kaso ng
mga awtoridad.

Maalaalang marami
na ang napatay noon sa
Kuwait na mga OFW ka-
ya iniutos ni Pangulong

Duterte ang to-
tal deployment ban ng
mga OFW sa Kuwait
noon.

MNgayon, may partial
deployment ban sa mga
OFW gaya ng mga ba-
gong aplikante al umu-
wi na tapos na ang mga
kantrata.

Apektado ang ma-
faming ganilo ang Kala-
gayan dahil muling ma-
wawalan ng trabaho ang
mga OFW habang ma-
babaon sa naman sa
utang ang mga bagong
aprub na aplikante.

Ang pa mag-
karoon ng katuparan ng
pangarap para sa& ma-
gaan na buhay ay nadi-
diskarll para sa maga
gan itong uri ng mga

‘At kabawasan din ito
ng remitiance na pina-
kikinabangan mismo ng

amahalaan, ng mga
Pr.!ustnya sa mas at
mga pamilya-0

E?ﬁlaf&hlgn{n na nasa

P1 trilyon ang kabuuang

halaga taon-taon ang
remittance ng mga OFW
at dito nakikita ang pa-

“pel nila sa elmnnmiya
‘ng bansa.

Kung magpapatuloy

-ang mga giyara, krimen
-at pnmumulltlka 0 pa-

nanakop ng mga maka-
pangyarihang bansa,
maging sa mga negos-

‘yo ng mga bansang may
DFW, asahan natin ang.

masamang epskio sa
at‘mg'_lahat.
iguro, magandang
mag-isip tayo kung pa-
ano maging produktibo
ang mga € sa loob
ng bansa ‘at mabawa-
san ang mga kagipitan
at kamatayang kanilang
sinusuong sa ibang
bansa,
Anomang reaksyon o
reklamo, maaaring ipa-
rafing sa 0922840-3323

a |-email sa bantipor-
A A ma—

XATE




