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- DENR’s top priority

By ELLALYN-DE VERA-RUIZ

The Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR) on
Tuesday said the rehabilitation of
Manila Bay remains its top priority
in the next two years.

DENR Secretary Roy Cimatu, who
chairs the Manila Bay Task Force
{MBTF), said more needs to be done
to achieve the ultimate goal of mak-
ing the bay fit again for swimming
and other forms of contact recre-
ation.

The Manila Bay rehabilitation
kicked off in January, 2019.

¢l

“Our effort to restore Manila Bay
is now in full swing and we hope to
sustain the momentum of restoring
it to its former glory in the coming
years,” Cimatu said.

The rehabilitation is currently in
its first phase, which is the cleanup
and water quality monitoring.

The next two phases will be relo-
cation and rehabilitation, and educa-
tion, protection and sustainment.

Over 2.3 million kilograms of
solid wastes through cleanups, trash
boats, and garbage traps have been
collected in Metre Manila, Central
Luzon, and Southern Luzon

N\Yli’ll'l(
SILIRY

L

)

e L

]

ERMOIRIAL CARIOON

-01- 20

nar



) NTRATREGIC
oo CoOMMURICATION
e [N ITATIVES
e rwaiind

pninimr SExvicr,

—etg

TIE:

FAGE 1/

Cimatu says\

' Manila Bay

restoration
on track

By Rio N. Araja

SECRETARY Roy Cimatu on Tuesday
said the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources “is more

" determined than ever to restore Manila

Bay.”

He vowed to be “more determined
than ever to win the so-called Battle for
Manila Bay,” saying the rehabilitation
of the heavily polluted water body was
an “extremely difficult task.”

He sald much had been achieved
since the Manila Bay cleanup and
rehabilitation kicked off in January
last year.

“QOur effort to restore Manila Bay
is now in full swing and we hope to
sustain the momentum of restoring
it to its former glory in the coming
years,” he said.

He said the Manila Bay rehabilitation
will remain a top priority of the
governument until 2022.

According to Cimatu, chairman
of the Manila Bay Task Force, the
rehabilitation was just in its first
phase—the clieanup and water quality
monitoring.

The next two phases would be
relocation and rehabilitation, and
education, protection and sustainment,
he said.

As of Sept. 26, the DENR’s
Environmental Mabpagement Bureau
and thc Laguna Lake Development
Authority inspected 9,708 commercial
establishments around Manila Bay.

Of this number, 2,478 were issued
notices of violations and 107 were
slapped with cease-and-desist orders.
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Boracay revisited
ur “Eat, Drive and Pray” .

band of adventurers has
cf;lg;ll}r made it to Bora-
cay, and after spending several
nights on the No. 1 b;fch in the
world, we have mixed reviews
about the island and its current

status. As | mentioned in my
earlier column, there is a seri- -
ous need for the DENR, DILG and DOT to
and include a clean up and redesign of t!';geo g‘:ﬁilf
clan area that caters to tourists. Those unfamiliar
with the town will surely get stressed out trying
to figure where things are, where to park or leave
vehicles overnight, especially what the step by step
procedures are when going through the passenger
ferry terminal. Directional signs are so tiny if not
non-existent. When we entered the main terminal
it was hot and dark because typhoon Ursula had
knocked out the power. This however is not an
excuse because such a facility should have its own
emergency power generator that is large enough
to support lights, computers and air-condi tioning.
When we got to the registration counters, the
young ladies were cheerful and helpful and asked us
to show proof of our hotel bookings. When 1 asked
about tourist numbers and loads no one really knew
and there were no electronic LEDs indicating the
current number of people on the island as per regula-
fons on carrying capacity and daily entrance. I found
out from several sources that government personnel
monitoring the influx allegedly do so between 8
;f;\.ﬂ:n I:5 p'.;'n. or gogr;n;xfnent office hours. Locals tell
at a big number of unauthorized
the island before or after the 8 to 5 Wal:ceﬁpﬂlzsar::::
tourists, employees or regular residents are not re-
quested or required to wear “baller bands” or some
sort of ID, there is no way of knowing who illegally
enter the island. This explains the big number of
hawkers, “commissioners” offering island hopping,
para-gliding and banana boat trips, as well as people
off%nng hair extension and braiding on side streets.
pon arriving on Boracay itself, first challeng
was finding a tricycle or a vyan to get us to our hﬂ‘l:Ef
The designated parking was not properly fenced,
shaded, and organized with guard rails. The area was
not pa:red or covered with concrete and there was
no system except someone collecting the payment
for tl!:e vans. Who gets the money? anes H‘tepngtional
or local government get a share or does it line some
politician’s pockets? As we drove through the main
and inner streets every gas station was crowded with
people and hundreds of plastic fuel containers and
one station had an ominous sign saying “No Diesel
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untl Jan. 2. A local told me that even the e-trikes
were affected because they could not recharge fast
enough! As a result of the typhoon, most establish-
ments were running on generators that would have
to be cooled down for two hours after a ten-hour run.
Again, let's not use the typhoon as an excuse. With
a]f the employment, profit and taxes that Boracay

nerates, the least that the government should do
ﬁrough the Dept. of Energy and the Dept. of Tour-
jsm and DILG is to make Boracay “storm-proof” by
installing alternative fuel sources such as giant wind
turbines (which have been installed on Caticlan near
the San Miguel Corp Airport), a solar farm like those
installed in Negros province, and maybe ask Petron
to set up a bi Hﬁan normal fuel storage and fill-
ing facility that will ensure against shortages or poor
delivery because the gas stations on the island don't
have commercial size generators.

If Sec. Roy Cimatu and Sec. Berna Romulo Puyat
went to Boracay I'm sure they would have been
pissed off to see uncollected piles of commercial
garbage bagged in plastic and sitting right along the
pathway of tourists from all over the world. In any
other country dependent on tourists, there would
be dumpsters or at least a lot more garbage bins on
wheels. Why not make this mandatory for all estab-
lishments In Boracay? We also saw several protruding
sewage pipes, covers and PVS pipes along the main
pathway that could hurt or injure tourists. Consider-
ing all tlz;e money collected for envimnmenm
or protection, why did the garbage go unco for
several days? Speaking of fees being collected, a local
resident pointed out to us a nice looking blue pontoon
about 100 meters 1«{}1?1 where all passengers of island
hopping boats and the likes are required to use for
the small amount of P30. You might say it's a small
amount but compare that to the P30 boat ride from
Caticlan to Boracay! Small until you multiply P30 by

,z:eral thousands a month then the amount becomes

eral million pesos collected with no receipts and
based only on an alleged executive order. Calling
on the political trinity overlooking Boracay: Please
explain who built and runs the pontoon bridges at
station 1 and station 2? Was this publicly bid out,
which agency gets revenues from the mysterious P30
pesos ﬁrnestlz‘rwmusands? Why are operators not issued
receipts for the said amount?

Another resident shared with me that there seems
to be two laws in Boracay on the Smoking Ban. If
you are a local, you will almost surely be accosted
or arrested for smoking in the beach. But if you are a
foreigner, you could get away with it because some-
one at the Mayor’s Office does not want the beach
patrol to arrest foreigners because it might drive the
tourists away. Word is the beach patrol can’t get the
Mayor’s office to issue enforcers the tickets so don’t
blame the beach patrol if foreigners are puffing away
in your face!

My final observation was that the beach has been
cleared of obstruction, cleaned up of illegal structures
and the beauty of Boracay beach has been restored.
But all that press release that things have quieted
down must be Fake News because the bands are still
playing our songs until midnight. He he he.

\  Email: utalk2ctalk@gmail.com //
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By RAMON EFREN LAZARO

MALOLOS - The water level in Angat Dam did not
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reach its ideal end-of-the-year mark of 212 meters.

Monitoring by the Bulacan
provincial disaster risk reduc-
tion and management office
showed that as of 8 a.m. yes-
terday, the dam’s water level
was 10.49 meters short of its
ideal mark.

Sevillo David Jr., execu-
tive director of the National
Water Resources Board, told

N

The STAR this means that
reduced water allocation for
Metro Manila residents and
irrigation of Bulacan and
Pampanga farms would be
maintained.

Water supply for Metro
Manila’s eonsumption re-
mains at 40 cubic meter per
second, six cms less than its

regular allocation.

The allocation for Metro
Manila will return to 46 cubic
meters per second if the dam’s
water level will reach 212 me-
ters, David had earlier said.

Daily rotational service
interruptions were previously
implemented because of low
water elevation in Angat and
Ipo dams.

Angat Dam supplies 97
percent of Metro Manila's
water needs.

Water for irrigation of

!

water allocation
from Angat Dam to continue

Bulacan and Pampanga farms
is still at 10 cms. The normal
allocation is 30 cms.

Bustos Dam supplies
water to irrigate 12,000
hectares of rice fields in
Bulacan and 9,000 hectares
in Pampanga, but the bulk
of the allocation comes from
Angat Dam.

David said cloud seeding
might be conducted in the
watershed of Angat Dam as
part of the contingency plans
to raise the water level. /
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Digong desidido sa
Kaliwa at Wawa Dam

Desidido si‘Pangulong Rodrigo Duterte na
pasimulan na ang pagpapatayo ng Kaliwa dam at
Wawa damn upang hindi na dumanas ng krisis sa
tubig ang Metro Manila.

‘Nangako ang Pangulo na babayaran ang mga
apektadong katutubo at bibigyan sila ng reiokasyon.

“This will be the last resort to have water in
Maniia. | will order them to go ahead,” wika pa ng
Pangulo.

Nagbabala ang Pangulo sa korte na huwag mag-
papalabas ng temporary restraining order (TRO)
bagkus ay inatasan ang’ mgauhenmng
kapag may ganito.

“But for the courts to issue itong mga TRO, sabi
ko nga, do not take it 1o the peint na sabihin ko
‘ignore them,™ giit pa ng Pangulo.

Ang Wawa dam ay itatayo sa Rizal habang sa
Quezon naman ang Kaliwa dam.

Samantala, nagbanta ang Pangulo na su-
suspindihin niya ang writ of habeas corpus upang

“arestuhin ang mga nasa likod ng water concession

agreements.

“I want billionaires inside the prison. Makatikim
talaga ‘yang mga y**™ na 'van. Sabl ko nga sa mga
military, and you, if perchance | do not make itto the
finish line, 'wag ninyong bitawan ‘yang kalokohan
ng mga mayayaman. You continue fighting them.
They are there really to scratch everything from the
bottom of the barrel,” wika pa ni Pangulong Duterte.
(Rudy Andal)
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threatening
SCon dam
projects—DOJ

THE Department of Justice on
Tuesday clarified that President
Rodrigo Duterte is not threatening the
judiciary when the Chief Executive
warned court judges against issuance |
of temporary restraining order to |
stop the construction of the Kaliwa J
Dam and Wawa Dam projects, which
he earlier approved to end the water
supply problems in Metro Manila.

Justice Secretary Menardo Guevarra
explained that President Duterte
was not threatening the judiciary or
supressing the rights of parties to seck
redress from courts.

“No. The president: knows that
the judiciary is independent of the
executive branch. he was merely
expressing, in his own usual tough
style, a personal sentiment and hope
that the courts will not obstruct
the pursuit of major development
projects,” Guevarra said in a text
message.

Guevarra recalled that there is an
existing law that prohibits all courts,
except the Supreme court, from
issuing restraining orders/preliminary
injunctions against national
government infrastructure projects.

The DOJ chief was referring to
Republic Act 8975, entitled “An act to
ensure the expeditious implementation
and completion of govemment’s

infrastructure prejects by prohibiting |

lower courts from issuing TROs,
preliminary [prohibitory] injunctions,
and preliminary mandatory injunctions.”
“That law is still in effect and
provides the legal basis for the
President’s recent statement on the
Kaliwa and Wawa dam projects,”
Guevarra said. Rey E. Requejo w7
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~ Sglonwants ¢

focus on
climate crisis

By Macon Ramos-Araneta

LIBERAL Party president Senator
Francis Pangilinan has expressed hope
the public will focus on climate crisis
and food security this 2020.

“As 2019 winds down and we look
toward 2020, let’s make a commitment
to continue standing up for our rights
and what is true, and for our future and
our children,” he said,

“We will be faced with fresh
challenges  anew-—higher  prices
riggered by TRAIN Law, low farmers’
incomes, climate crisis,” warmed
Pangilinan.

Despite the joy of 2019, he told
the public to always remember “our
countrymen who lost their homes, jobs
and lives dug to natural disasters.”

“It would be a bigger disaster if we
will neglect and ignore the threats of
climate crisis. climate crisis is a crisis
of humanity,” he said.

He said this would affect food
production or farming or fishing.

The task ahead, he said, is enormous,
but the people’s fighting spirit is greater.

Due to this, he exhorted everybody to
heed the call of scientists to lower our
so-called carbon footprint and reduce
pollution. Let us start'in our home and
community: Reduce, reuse, recycle ng
mga gamit, kasama ra ang tubig al
kuryente.

Sepator Juan Edgardo Anagara
wished for a health care that would heal
us when sickness strikes.

“Better schools for our children ,
so they can go through life as far and
as fast as their talent will take them .
Jobs for all Filipinos, one that will put
food on the table, roof over his head,
and hope in the hearts of his loved
ones.

“For those who feed us, a better year,
bumper harvest and bountiful catch.”

“To those who labor overseas, more
reunions with loved ones, and finally,
after dreams have been met, a one-way
ticket to the homeland, for their families
to be complete again.”

To civil servants, he said the
continuing passion to serve the people,
whether molding the minds of the
youth, defending the country’s borders,
or keeping the streets safe.

He also wanted entrepreneurs - profit
with honor, a just return to the audacity
of their investments, including
millennials i brave start-ups. A
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" efficiency rating for vehicles

By MYRNA M. VELASCO

The government will be en-
foreing “energy efficiency rat-
ing” or fuel economy perfor-
mance for transport vehicles in
compliance with the prescrip-
tions of Republic Act 11285 or the
Energy Efficiency and Conserva-
tion (EEC) Act.

The implementing rules and
regulations (IRR) of the law
stipulated that the Department
of Energy (DOE), in collabora-
tion with the Department of
Transportation (DOTr) and De-
partment of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) shall
“prescribe fuel economy per-
formance labeling requirements
for transport,” which shall then
be enforced to all manufactur-
ers, importers, distributors
and dealers of vehicles in the
country.

As mandated, the DOE shall
commission the research and
development of “vehicle fuel
economy rating scale” with due
consultation will all affected
“stakeholders.

“The rating scale shall be
comparable with baseline data,”

according to the energy depart-
ment; and such must be under-
standable to the consumers.

The fuel economy label for
vehicles, the DOE emphasized,
shall contain the vehicle model
and make; production year of the
vehicle; fuel economy rating in
kilometers per liter; carbon di-
oxide (CO2) emissions in ton per
kilometer; and vehicle emission
standards.

It has to be enforced also
that “the fuel economy label
shall bear the DOE logo and the
fuel consumption rating” of the
vehicles.

As specified, “the ratmg shall
not be implemented for the first
two (2) years from the effectivity
of the law’s IRR in order to allow
the DOE to collect fuel economy
data from the relevant industry
players.”

The law’s IRR had been pro-
mulgated and signed this 2019,
entailing then that the energy
efficiency rating policy for ve-
hicles or the transport sector
shaill not be implemented until
year 2021.

The energy department in-
dicated that the relevant data it

shall be gathering from relevant
stakeholders and industry play-
ers shall become the basis for it
to formulate the rating levels
to be enforced on the transport
sector.

The EEC law chiefly requires
that “vehicle manufacturers,
importers and dealers shall
comply with the fuel economy
performance labeling require-
ments,” as set by the DOE.

Further, the vehicle manu-
facturers, importers and dealers
are directed to “provide tech-
nical information on the fuel
economy rating of the engine

‘that will allow the consumers

to make an informed decision

- in choosing vehicles for their

use.”

At the same time, these play-
ers in the transport sector must
allow the DOE or its authorized
representatives “to conduct
market monitoring in their local
showroom to verify attachment
of energy label” in their cars or
vehicles.

“The monitoring schedule for

each showroom shall be done at
least once a year,” the energy
department has specified.’

q




FPPER PAGE 1 BAHMER  EDIFORIAL  CARTOON

STORY S10RY

STRATEGIC

o
ﬁf COMMUNICATION

ettt INITIATIVES
—————
o™ SERVICE

-
%’ibl‘l’na -

wwvww. Dally Tribhisno . cony

@1“01—20

FAGE 1/

Creation of Autonomous
Region of Cordillera pushed

Thirtytwo years since the promulgation of the Constitution, the region of Cordillera has yet to achieve real autonomy

By Hanmes! Bordey
@tribreniephl_hana

A bill estabiishing the Autonomous Region of Corditiers {ARC)
was [lled at the Senate which seeks to provide “real autonomy” to
the peope from the northemn moentaing and give them the authority
to create thelr own policies for the region.

Senate Bill 1232, or An Act Establishing the Autonomous Region
of the Cordillera, was fled by Senate Majority Leader Juan Migoe)
Zubiri last 11 December 2019 and will be subject 10 the Senate’s
oomumittee deliberation.

In his explanatory note, Zubiri said that just like in Muslim
Mirdanao, the 1987 Constitution provided for the autonomy of the
Cordilleras. However, the Cordiliera region's autanomy has not yet
been granted vp und) todas:

“Thirtytwo years since the prumulgasion of the Constitution, the
region of Cordillera has yet 1o achieve real autonortty. The estapéshmert
of an atonemous region of Cordillera & important to provide a
basic strugare of government in the region and w0 seaure .
ﬂeida-ntya:ﬂwhnﬂnmgeo{mepeopled e
Cordilleta,” he said i

By establishing a law for
the autonomy of
the current
Cordillera
Admindstrative
Region, the
indigenous

authorized
to decide 2
on what ~ZE
policies
and

Bl e s e

programs that will best benefit the region and they will have the
freedor 1o pursue their political, economic, social, and cultural
development

Zubiri said that this freedom will still be within national
sovereignry and in consonance witl: their local practices and
cultural identity.

“With genuine regional autonomy, it is our belief tha:
underdevelopment and poverty in the Cordilleras can be more
effectively adiressed,” Zubii said

The Cordilleras are composed of indigenous mibes collectively
imowm as [gorots but there ave 12 ethnelinguistie groups in the
region namely the Applai, Balangao/Balkwon, Bontok, Kankanaey,
Twak, Kazao, aloy, Kalanguya (fugad, lsnag, Kalingz and Tingguian.

Under the bill, the ARC will remain an integral ané
inseparable part of the Phiippines and the natonal
will still provide the

Unlcading bay A van unioads a truckioad of delfiveries in Divisoria.

ARC a propertionate and equitable share in the annual national
budges and frelgrassisied projects.

The ARC will remain a democrade poliical systesm that will still
allow people to partcipate in all poiitical processes. It will atso adopt
a policy on kocal artonomy where regional powers will be devolved
to local government units particularly in education, heaith, human
resources, Lo cite some.

The bl alse proposes to give ARC the authority to declare
holidays, public administration and bureaucracy in the region;, and
identificadon; generarion, mobilizatdon of intemational human
resources for capacity building.

The ARC could also create sources of revenue as they were
given the atthority to regulate power generation, ransmission, and
distribution: operating exctusively in their area It can also impose
taves except for those which were already levied by the national
ard Jocal governunent.

They wre also accountable for the protection of the ancestral

B Uomains and lands consistern with Republic Act 8371 or the

Indigencus Peoples” Rights Act.

The bill Includes sectons for ARC's preamble and
i requiremen:s for Cordtleran idendty.

ARC will have elective officials such as the Regional
Gosamr Regioral Vice Gevemor, and Mesbers of the Regional
|| Assembly
. The elected Regional ViceGovernor 1oust be with the
i same party as the Yice Govemnor as the bill provides thay
Il the voie to the Governor will-be counted as.a vote fr his
£ running mate for Vice Governor. They are given three
years (o serve the region and can unlyserve for three
consecutive terms. :

The ARC will alsc have its Executive Secretary,
Regional Accoureant, Regional Budget Officer,
f} Regicnal Administrator Regional Legal Officer,
Regional Treasurer, and Regional
General Services Officer.

ROMAN PROSPERC
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