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DENR: Private sector to help fund

By RHODIINA VILLANUEVA

Certain industries have offered to help the
government fund the rehabilitation of Manila

Ba%Environment Secretary Roy Cimatu said.

ithout naming the companies, Ci-
matu said their heads have also, offered
to come up with suggestions on how to
go about the bay’s cleanup.
“We will meet with them on Jan. 15. We

will present to them the existing problems -

in Manila Bay as well as the possible so-
lutions,” the environment chief said at a
recent press briefing. '

The official earlier described the re-
habilitation of Manila Bay as a difficult
challenge, but worth taking nonethe-
less. :

The Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR) has
directed an attached agency, the Na-
tional Mapping Resource and Informa-
tion Authority, ‘to prepare maps that
would help identify esteros or canals
that directly releasc wastewater into
Manila Bay.

A 2017 report by the DENR's Envi-
ronmental Management Bureau showed
that the fecal coliform level in Manila
Bay reached as high as over 330 mil-
lion most probable number (MPN) per
100 milliliters. The safe level is only 100
MPN /100 ml. .

“We'll be launching this plan into real-
ity within the month of January so that
we expect that by Christmas next year,
we’ll have a better Manila Bay,” he said.

In 2008, the Supreme Court issued a
continuing writ of mandamus ordering
13 government agencies to clean up Ma-
nila Bay and restore its water quality to
Class SB, or safe for recreational activities
stich as swimming,

Cimatu said the cleanup will cover
four areas — Metro Manila and the prov-
inces of Cavite, Bulacan and Bataan.

Cleanup expané]on

. While Cimatu’s Manila Bay cleanup
plan is “laudable,” it should be ex-
panded to include Pasig River and the
Laguna de Bay, said former senator
Eddie Ilarde in a letter to the environ-
ment secretary.

“We admire Sec. Roy Cimatu for focus-

ing attention on the alarming problem of _

dirt and scum in the bay, which is intet-
connected with Pasig River and Laguna
de Bae,” llarde said.

{

. other forms of environmental destruc-

“A simultanegus cleanup and dredg-
ing of these three bodies of water shall
-alleviate the siuation, which if not
addressed soon, [can.cause even more
serious consequerjces,” he said. In a state-
ment, llarde described himself as the first
environmentalist [in Congress to expose
the then growing scourge of water and air
pollution in the cquntry during the sixth
Congress 52 years ago.

“An honest-to-goodness, no-nonsense
government-privdte sector undertaking
in this regard as gnunciated by the sec-
retary ~ unlike the unconcern of previ-
ous administrations - needs immediate
implementation,” [he said.

“ltis gratifying that President Duterte
is the first president to condemn the
mindless destruction of the environment
in this country, such as open-pit mining,
the degradation of our waterways and

tion,” llarde said.
In support of Harde’s proposal, in-
ternationally recognized urban planner

|
Felino Palafox Jr. récently noted that “clearing
these waterways, first collecting millions of
tons of garbage ancj muck can bring back their
natural depth and the unhampered flow of

water, in effect shall make their rehabilitation

and development ehsier.”

llarde said Mahlarlika Movement officers
and members passed a resolution expressing
support for an exp&nsion of Cimatu’s Manila

* Bay cleanup to im%lude Pasig River a'ncji La-

guna de Bay. The %uécess of such endeavor,
according to the fesolution, “can help the
economy and put to maximum use thesé

"natural resources \!vhich are gifts of God for

our people.”

‘Manila Bay cleanup
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;h.,_._ﬁl_ong.o_verdue bay
cleanup underway

HE move to clez'{n.tlp Manila Bay may
not be drawing as much attention as the

recent overhaul of Boracay island but it

is getting underway after so many years

of inaction which have made the bay much worse
than-the cesspool that President Duterte called

- Boracay last May. - 4

After an jnitial plan to set up four Commumty
Enwronment and Natural Resourées Ofﬁces (CEN-
ROs) to to monitor: the progress of the 'bay cleanup
beginning this January, Secretary ROy Cimatu of the

Department i ‘of Environment and Natural Resources -

(DENR) announced additional pians to relocaté
"squattérs™how living in various coastal areas and
launch coastal cleanups.

The four CENROs will be located in Mamla in .

Navotas-Malabon, in Pasay-Parafiaque, and in Las
Piias, the four most polluted parts of the bay. They
will be monitoring the progress of the drive, with
emphasis on the colliform bacterial level which is

already more than three times that of Boracay’s

waters when it was closed down.

Secretary Cimatu said the pollution in the bay
is caused by domestic sewage, toxic effluents from
factories and other industries, shipping operations,
and leachate from garbage dumps. Of these four
basic sources of pollution, domestic sewage is prob-
ably the biggest and most serious cause of Manila
Bay’s high bacterial content.

'All over Metro Manila, streams flow from towns
apd cities into the Pasig River and then into Manila
Bay, carrying untreated sewage and other housing
astes. Former DENR Secretary Lito Atienza said
this week, unless the area’s two water concession-
el 's set up the water treatment plants provided in
their concession contracts, there will be no substan-
tial lessening of the poliution.

This is aside from the plastics and other gar-
bage Lhat are also thrown info the streams and
rvers flowing into the Pasig that end up in Manila
Bay Truckloads are collected by various volunteer

-oups conducting occasional cleanup drives.
| But it is the sewage that is the real problem,
that turned Manila Bay into a cesspool long before
resident Duterte noticed this problem in Boracay.
As long ago as in 2008, the Supreme Court ordered
13 government agencies led by the DENR to clean
up the bay, but it is only now - after its success in

5-‘

, Boracay that the DENR has turned its attention

to this much bigger problem right in Manila, the
c'apital.of the country, no less.

We have all the confidence that DENR, benefit-
ng from its experience in Boracay, will be able
o make up for all the neglect of the past as it now
oncentrates, with the assistance of all sectors,

as made Manila Bay’s waters unfit for swimming
nd other contact recreation.

o e iy o SN s S el -

N --

rivate and public, on the bacterial poltution that,
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Sinisimulan na ang matagal nang |
‘natenggang paglilinis sa Manila Bay‘

B AGAMAT hindi nakakuha ng kasinglakas fa atensiyon ang hakbang para linisin ang Manila
Bay katulad ng isinagawa kamakailan sa is] ng Boracay, sinisimulan na ngayon ito makalipas

ang maraming taon ng kawalan ng aksiyon nagpatindi sa kalagayan ng look kumpara sa

‘cesspool’ na itinawag ni Pangulong Duterte salBoracay niton g Mayo, :

Makaraan ang insiyal na plano para sa pagbuo ng apat na Community Environment and

-Natural Resources offices (CENROSs) upang njabantayan ang pagsulong ng paglilinis sa look
simula Enero, inanunsiyo ni Secretary Roy Cimatu ng Department of Envirorument and Natural
Resources (DENR) ang dagdag na plano upangalipat ng tirahan ang mga iskwater na ngayonay
haninirahan sa iba’t ibang baybaying bahagi at maglunsad ng coastal cleanups.

Itatayo ang apat na CENRO sa Maynila, Nayotas-Malabon, Pasay-Parafiaque at sa Las Pifias,
ang apat na pinakamaruming bahagi ng look. Bhbantayan nila ang pagsulong ng kampanya, na
nakatuon sa lebel ng colliform bacteria na ngayq'y higit tationg beses na mas mataas sa tubig ng
Boracay ng ito ay isara, .

Sinabi ni Secretary Cimatu na ang polusyonisa Manila Bay ay mula sa mga dumi ng imbural
sa mga bahay, mga nakalalasong keniikal na um agos galing samga pabrika at ibang industriya,
$a operasyon ng mga barko, at sa leachate mula sh mga tambakan ng basura. Sa nabanggit na apat
na pangunahing pinagmumulan ng polusyon, ng mga dumi mula sa bahay ang malamang na
pinakamalaki at pirakamatinding nagdudulot g mataas na bactetial content sa Manila Bay.

Sabuong Metro Manila, dumadaloy ang mga sapa o batis mula sa bayanat iungsod patungo
sa llog Pasig na tumutuloy sa Manila Bay, bitbitahg mga durii ng mga imburna) at iba pang dumi
mula sa mga bahay, Nitong nagdaang linggo, sihabi ni dating DENR Secretary Lito Atienza na
hanggat hindi nakakapagtayo ng water treaiment plant ang dalawang nagsu-suppl y ng tubig na
nakasaad prebelehiyong kontrata, walang mangs/ayaring pagbuti o pagbawas sa polusyon,

Bukod pa ito sa mga plastic at iba pang babura na itinatapon din sa mga sapa at ilog na
dumadaloy sa Pasig na napupunta sa Manila Bay.lllang truck na puno ng basura ang nakokolekta !
ng iba’tibang grupo ng volunteer na nagsasagawa ng panaka-nakang aktibidad ng paglilinis sa
look. .

Ngunit ang dumi mula sa imburnal ng mga ahay ang tunay na problema, na nagduilot sa
Manila Bay na maging isang cesspool’ bago pa mapansin ni Pangulong Duterteang problemang ito
sa Boracay. Lalo’t 2008 pa Jamang, ipinag-utos na rig Korte Supremasa 13 ahensiyang pamahalaan, -
sa pangunguna ng DENR, ang paglilinis ng Manila bay, ngunil tanging ngayon lamang — makalipas
ang tagumpay sa Boracay — ibinaling ng DENR ar{g kanilang atensiyon sa malaking problemang
ito ng Maynila, ang kabisera ng bansa, - .

Kumpiyansa tayo na malaki ang maitutulo g ng naging karanasan ng DENR sa Bocaray,
upang bumawi salahat ng pagbalewala sa nakaljpas sa pagtutok ngayon ng ahensiya, kasama
ng tulong ng lahat ng sektor, pribado at pampubg ko, sa polusyon na naging dahilan kung bakit

+ hindi manaring paglanguyan at pagdausan ng ibang aktibidad ang tubig ng Manila Bay.
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Linisin ang
Manila Bay

APAT noon pa nilinis ang Manila Bay na maitu-

turing na “cesspool” katulad nang paglalarawan
ni President Duterte sn Boracay, Maaaring mas ma-
tindi pa sa Boracay ang Manila Bay sapagkat mara-
ming informal settlers ang nagtatapon ng kanilang
dumi at basura rito,

Hindi tunialima ang Departntent of Environment
and Natural Resources {DENR) sa utos ng Supreme
Court noong 2008 na linisin, i-rehabilitate at ipreserba
ang Manila Bay. Lumipas ang 10 taon at walang pag-
galaw sa DENR at iba panp ahensiya. At ang resulta,
nagmistula nang basurahan ang Manila Bay. Kung
makikita ang mga basurang naglutangan sa break
water ng Manila Bay, maaaring bumaliktad ang sik-
mura ng sinuman. Kakadiri ang mga basura sapagkat
umaalingasaw sa baho.

Noong nakaraang linggo, sinabi ni DENR Sec.

an  pm—

Roy Cimatu na ang mga Lasurang nasa Manila
Bay ay nagmumula sa mg'a informal scttlers na
nasa baybayin at mga nash tahing estero at ilog.
‘Tapon nang tapon ang mgalito ng basura sa dagat
at mga estere. Maski ang Ranilang dumi ay siyut
nang siyut sn dagat. Naging malaking poso-negro
ang Manila Bay kaya naman umaalingasaw sa baho.
Noong Huwebes, muling nag'salita si Cimatu vkol sa
mga nakadidiring basura sa Manila Bay. At nangako
siya na pangungunahan ang Hehabilitasyon ng Manila
Bay. Susundin niya ang iniaatas ng SC na dapat ma-
preserba ang Manila Bay. A&On kay Cimatu, “lethal
solution” ang ipatutupad njya para mailigtas ang
Manila Bay sa lalo pang pagkasira.

[aaplay uwmano niya anglgina,wa sa Boracay na
anim na buwan na isinara at ni-rehabilitate dahil sa
sobrang dumi. Sa karumihah, tinawag ni President
Duterte na “cesspool” ang Boracay. Sa kasalukuyan,
malinis na malinis na ang Boracay. Nawala na ang
mga pasaway na resort at rtstaurant owners na gi-
nawang basurahan ang karagatan ng Boracay.

. Linisin ni Cimatu ang l]Vlanila Bay. Pero hago
magawa ito, kailangan mupang ma-relocate ang
squatters. Kapag na-relocate, saka lamang mare-
rehabilitate ang Manila Bay. Naniniwala kaming
makakaya ni Cimatu na Iiniszl ang Manila Bay gaya
nang ginawa niya sa Boracay!.
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ON WA$TE |
MANAGEMENT
EXCEEDiED

THE Department of Envifonment and
Natural Resources has éxceeded its
year-end targets for erlvironmental
programs on solid wa te manage-
ment, clean air and cleah water, the
top priorities of Secretarﬂw Roy Cima-
tu.

The agency's prograjh on solid
waste management topped the list
of its major -accomplishments in
2018, having exceeded its target for
the implementation of rdhabilitation
and closure plans for opén and con-
trolled dumpsites by 22 percent.

Through its Environmental Man-
agement Bureau, the DENR was sup-
posed to monitor only 535 closure
and rehabilitation plans df local gov-
ernment units this year, but it ended
up monitoring 654 as of November,

Cimatu said it also successfully
monitored 919 materials recovery
facilities (MRFs) or around|t1 percent
higher than the original ta get of 829
MRFs for 2018.

Both the implementation of clo:
sure and rehabilitation plans and the
establishment of MRFs by LGUs are
mandated under Republid Act 9003,
or the Ecological Solid Waste Man-
agement Act of 2000, L

Also this year, the National Solid
Waste Management Commission,
an inter-agency body chaited by the
DENR, was able to approve a record
322 solid waste managenjent plans
(SWMPs) of LGUs, bringing Lo 806 the
total number of approved SWMPs
since the enactment of RA 003.

According to Cimatu, the agency
was able to surpass its 2018 targets
in connection with the implementa-
tion of RA 8749, or the Clean Air Act
of 1999,

It registered a 102 perce 1t accom-
plishment in terms of monitoring the
compliance of industries tolemission
standards set by the EMB.

A total of 16,117 industries were
monitored for their emidsions in
2018. . ., . .

There was also 100 percent accom-
plishment in the formulation and
updating of 22 air-shed action plans
and maintenance of 98 ag quality

monitoring stations (AQMS) across
the country, Properly maintained
AQMS are crucial to the ménitoring
of air quality in Metro Mahila and
other urban centers. Rio N, Araja
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MWSS urges DEN
ECC issuance to Ké

[_E/ MADELATRE 8. MIRAFLOR ]

The Department of Environment

and Natural Resources (DENR) was -

told to fast-track the issuance of En-
vironmental Compliance Certificate
(ECC) for the muiti-billion Kaliwa Dam
Project, the first and only major water
infrastructure project expected to start
within this administration.
Metropolitan Waterworks and Sew-
erage System (MWSS) Administrator
Reynaldo Velasco said in an interview
with reporters that he already asked

Environment Secretary Roy Cimatu to -

"ask his people” to expedite the process-
ing of ECC for the project.

Without the ECC, any project that
may potentially have an impact to thé

environment could not push through.

"They should have a sense of ur-

gency because this is a national gov-

ernment project that was signed by
President Rodrigo Duterte,” Velasco

said. J

On November 19, Duterte and Chi-
nese President Xi .impmg, during his
state visit here in the country, formally
forged- the £12.2- billion Kaliwa Dam
deal, which will be|largely funded by
the Chinese government.

" Kaliwa Dam — which will supply ad-
ditional 600 miilion litefs daily (mld) by
2023 to Metro Manilé, Cavite, Rizal and
Bulacan — is going to be largely funded
by the Chinese gove'rnment.

The project, albejt with the intention
of securing water subply for Metro Ma-
nila, was earlier facéd with opposition.

Save Sierra Madre Network Alli-
ance, Inc. (SSMNA)}Alyansa Laban sa
Kaliwa Dam, Task Force Sierra Madre,
and Tribal Center fdr Development all
argued that the construction of a mas-,
sive dam at the heart of Quezon and
Rizal provinces will be detrimental to
the environment. -

According to them, the project could

R to fast-track
liwa Dam project

also potentially displace communities

in Quezon and Rizal provinces and
may sabotage the country's efforts to
prepare for a strong earthquake.

Velasco, however, said experts and
the agency's consultants have already
carefully studied this possibility and
made sure it can withstand the Big One
just in case it strikes.

He also said that the preliminary
works on the project already started

and that the construction will formally -

start by March,

When asked about it, Environment
Undersecretary Jonas Leones said the
agency is hoping to approve the ECC
within three months.

"The scoping [on the project] is
already done and it will undergo pro-
cedural screening to be conducted by
EMB [Environmental Management
Bureau). Once EMB accepted the re-
port, we have 120 days to approve the
ECC," Leones said.
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Boracay

-

“Cruise ship visits won’

Crmse ships recently seen

in Boracay will not. affect i
the cafrying capacity of P
the island, an official &fthe .
Department of Environment
.and Natural'Resources
'(DENR) said. 1
“What we.are concemed )
about is their impact on "
anchorage. Upon checkmg
there is no need to worry,”

LA

DENR Undersecretary t
“+ Sherwin Rigor told a recent
press conference:

"Astudy by the DENR'
Ecosystem Research and
Development Bureau :

showed that Boracay s daily
,carrying capacity is only
54,945, broken down into
19,215 tourists and 35,730 -

- residents, migrants and * -

1

workers.
The study also showed
that the existing population

.Jon the island is almost 30

percent higher than its
carrying capacity. '
‘The Boracay interagency
task force said authorities are
limiting the number of tourists
on the island to 6,405 a day.
Several residents and

t= e -

4TI 4{'."'-3

t affed

’S carrymg capacity

business owners are
reportedly protesting the
arrival of cruise ships on the
island, claiming they only
add to congestion without’
contributing to the local
economy. )
The interagency task force

is finalizing tﬁe guidelines

* concerning cruise ships.

—Rhodina V:llanueva
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‘Itogon was the first to be seg-

September.
Since pocket mining re--

[ﬂMAtuj:oncisssl@

‘MINAHANG
BAYAN' OPENS
IN BENGUET
MINING TOWN

BAGUIO  CiTY—Environ-
ment Secretary Roy Cimaty
has allowed a 1-hectare “Mi-
nahang Bayan” (people's
mine} exclusively for pocket
miners at a site in Itogon
town, Benguet province, the
Mines and Geosciences Bu-
reau {(MGB) here said on Sat-
urday.

The. Minahang Bayan in

regated in the Cordilleras af-

terit received the consent of

paent owner, Benguet Corp.,,
the country's first mining
conpany, ‘the MGB said.

Members of the Loacan
[toion Pocket Miners Associ-
atin applled for the right to
fiile in thie ared after they

168 “theit * tunnels in July,™

whn the mining bureau
stated closing down illegal
miiing sites in the region.

- Cimatu withdrew all pock-
et mmng permits and ordered
a crickdown on illegal tunnels
afte a landslide, triggered by
Typhoon “Ompong” (interna-
tional name: Mangkhut), killed
more than 100 people mostly
pocket miners, in Itogon in

mains an informal trade, the
government has scarce infor-
mation on how many people
are affected by the crackdown.
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Inadequate data
But initial estimates place
the niimber between 20,000
and 100,000 people, accord-
ing to Ralph Pablo, Cordillera
director of the Department of
Environment and Natural
Resources. .
Pablo said pocket mining
remained “a  significant
source of livelihood and em-
ployment for many people in
the Cordillera.”
Data on gold productton
is also inadequate, with
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas
records showmg that only 15
kilograms of gold, worth
P22.4 million, were bought
from small-scale mmers in
2015, he said. ‘
This was because most
pocket miners sold their gold
paying taxes he said, !
"In 2018, a key |nformant
estimated that an average of
200 kg of gold per month was

an. average of P 000 per
gram, this amounted to ono
million per month or P2.4 bil-
lion per year [in lost i income
for the pocket mining com-
munities),” he said. '
Local leaders said lnte-
grating the pocket mining
sector into the mining indus-
try was needed to ease the
economic impdct of the
crackdown and to manage
pollution from mining activi-
ties. —=vINCENT caBrEZA INQ 1
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in the black market to avoid -

sold in the black market. At
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‘Pinas, epektibong Coral Triangle ‘protector’ ‘.

Minarkahan ng Department of
Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR) ang 2018 bilang banner
year para sa Pilipinas bilang isang
“protector” ng Coral Triangle—
isang rehiyon na kilala bilang sentro
ng marine biodiversity sa buong
mundo. :

Bitang miyembro ng six-nation
partnership, inihayag ng DENR na
malaki ang naiambag ng Pilipinas
hinggil sa epektibong pangangasiwa
ng marine protected areas (MPAs)at
fisheries ng bansang kasapi, lalo na sa
Coral Triangle region.

“The year 2018 was a good one for
the Philippines in terms of our efforts

and achievements as a member of the

Coral Triangle Initiative on Coral Reefs,
Fisheries and Food Security (CTI-CFF),”
lahad ni Director Crisanta Marlene
Rodriguez, ng DENR-Biodiversity
Management Bureau (BMB).

Ang CTI-CFFay isang multilateral
partnership ng anim na bansa -
Indonesia, Malaysia, Papua New
Guinea, Solomon [slands, Timor-Leste
atI’ilipinns-—atnaghltulung—tulongnng
mga ito para panatilihinang mayamang
marine at coastal resources sa rehiyon
na kilala bilang “globat center of marine
biodiversity” dahil sa nagawa nitong
solusyon sa isyu ng seguridad sa
pagkain at pagbabago sa klima.

Ayonkay Rodriguez,nagamapanan

ng bansa ang pangaka nitong bumue
ng mas maraming MPAs, alinsunod
sa Republic Act11 38 b ang Expanded
National Integrated [%‘rotected Areas
System (E-NIPAS) Act ngayong, taon.

Dahil sa E-NIPAS Law nagin 43
ang kabuuangsbilang ng nationally-
managed MPAs at 13816 locally
managed MPAs, lahlht ay saklaw ng
1.4 porsiyento ng kabuuang lawak ng
karagatan ng Pilipinas.

"One of the miJestones of the
Philippines is the| legislation of
additional 10 {natiopally managecl)
MPAs under the (E-NIPAS Act),” ani
Rodriguez. ©

Ang MPAs ay mga lugar sa dagat

P

[ -
Wy \3

=

na lilimitahan ang pagpunta ng tao
para sa konserbasyon at proteksiyon
ng mgalikas na yama na matatagpuan
samgaito. '

Iniulat din ni Redriguez an%
buong implementasyon ng Coasta
and Marine Ecosystems Management
Program, na sumasaklaw sa mga
aktibidad gaya ng habitat assessment
parasa NIPASMPAs, MPA networkin%
technical assistance para sa loca
government units (L.GUs), pagsuporta
sa 25 MPA networks at tinatayang 200
biodiversity-friendly enterprises at
ang pagsama ng ocean acidification
baseline study sa mga piling MPAs.

llalyn De Vera-Ruiz
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ECO MEASURE PASSED

By RioN. Araja

for graduation.

Magdalo - Party-hst Rep. Gary
Alejano authored House Bill 8728
declaring that the State shall
pursue programs and projects that
promote environment protection,
biodiversity,  climate  change

. ONGRESS has passed on second readmg
the proposed “Graduation Legacy for the
'Environment Act” requiring all graduating
elementary, high school and college
students to plant at least 10 trees as a prerequisite

mitigation, poverty reductionand
food security.

He said the educational system
should be used as, an avenue for
propagating ethical and sustainable

youth to ensure the cultivation of a
socially responsible and conscious
citizenry.

Deputy Minority Leader and
Abang Lingkod party-list Rep.
Joseph Stephen Paduano, Rep.

. Strike Revilla of Cavite, Noel

Villanueva of Tarlac, Mark Go of
Baguio. City and Pablo Ortega
of La Union co-authored the
proposed measure.

The  bill mandates  the
Department ‘of Education and
Commission pn Higher Education
to implement the bill, if passed

DAIE

use of natural resources among the

into a law, in partnership with -

—_— P

the Techhical Education and
Skills  Development  Authority,
Department of Environment and
Natural Resources, Depaftment of
Agricuiture, Department of Agrarian
Reform, Department of Budget and
Management, Department of the
Interior and Local GoJernment
Department of Health, Detartment
of Transportation, Department:
of National Defense, Department b
of Science and Technology, l ‘
|

i

— e

Department of Justice, |Nationa!
CommissiononlndigenousPeoples,
vand Philippine Amusement and
Gaming Corp. : '
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Tree-planﬁng sa ‘ L
mga graduatmg il
- 1

Pinagitiay sa pangalavmng paghasa ng. | “ {
Kamara ang penukalang “Graduation Legacy :
fortheEtmmnmemAct” nanagoobligasamga t

maglatapos sa elerijentarya, high school, st ! ( !
Kolehiyo na magtan]m ng 10 punongkahoy Il

mlangmfeuulsmesagmduauon namagiging
pamana olmnglegacy nila s2 kapaligiran para |
s susynodna heneraswn ng mga Piliping.

- Isinasaad ng House Bill 8728, na akda

ni Magdalo Partylis Rep. Gary Alejano, na

' dapat nagsagawa bng gobyemo ng mga |
programa at proyeido na magsusufong sa
“erivironment proteciian, biodiversity, climate -
change mitigation, pdverty reduction, andfood
security” . Lf.-c

e W R e am e———— e e -l
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Editoryal
Hangin na
may lason

HINDI lamang Manila Bay|ang polluted, kundi
maging ang hangin sa Matro Manila ay marumi
rin."Dahil sa sobrang dumi ng hangin, nakaamba sa
mga taga-Metro Manila ang ib:a't ibang sakit. Araw-
araw, ang nalalanghap nilang hangin ay may lason.

Nababalot ng smoke at fog (smog) ang kapaligiran
ng Metro Manila at nalalanghap ito ng mamamayan.
Kapag hindi napigilan ang smog, malaki ang magiging
probfema ng mamamayan sa kanilang kalusugan.

Sa isang forum, sinabi ng cardiclogist.na si Dr.
Jorge Sison, kailangan na mag-face masks ang mga
taga-Metro Manila dahil- sa malubhang air poliution,
Si Sison ay pinuno ng Cardiology ng Medical Center
Manila. Ayon pa sa doctor, ang mga maialaking kal-
sada na kinabibilangan ng EDSA, Taft Avenue, Gue-
zon Avenue at C5 ay grabe arlg poilution- Dito sa
mga kalsadang ito yumayaot ang mga pampublikong
sasakyan gaya ng mga jeepney.

Hindi na ligtas tirahan ang Metro Maniia dahil sa
air pollution. Sabi sa pag-aaral ha ginawa ng Univer-
sity of the Philippines, 10 taon pa at hindi na maaring
tirahan ang MM dahil sobrang pollutedna ang hangin.

Noong nakaraang taon, nagkaroon ng ranking sa
230 siyudad sa buong mundo na gustong tirahan o
puntahan ng mga dayuhan. Nasa ika-136 na puwesto
ang Metro Manlla. Ang dahilan: air pdilution. Mas
gusto ng mga dayuhan na puntahan ang mga lugar

manirahan sa Vienna, Austria df| Singapore:

Isa sa maaaring gawin ng DE'NR ay ang pagpapa-
igting sa anti-smoke belching campaign. Isulong nila
ang pag-phase out sa mga Ium:ang sasakyan gaya
ng dyipni. Ang mga lumang dyipni ay nagbubuga ng
80 porsiyento ng nakalalasong usck. Ipatupad ang
nakasaad sa Clean Air Act of 1999 na bawal ang pag-
gamit ng incinerators at pagsusuhog ng basura. Ayon
sa Department of Health (DOH):'ang grabeng pollu-
tion ay nagdudulot nang maraming sakit: puimenya,
bronchitis, asthma, istrok at ataké sa puso.

Malaking hamon kay DENR Set. Roy Cimatu ang air
pollution sa Metro Manila. Naga\ﬂlia niyang linisin ang
Boracay at balak din niyang linisin ang Manila Bay.
Mas maganda kung uunahing lihisin ang maruming
hangin sa MM sapagkat halos lahat ay nakalalang-
hap nito.

na malinis ang hangin. Pinakarharami ang gustong-
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Rags to
salamat sa

Ni Leifbilly Begas

J ARINIG mo na
ba ang kasabihan
na “May pera sa

basura™?

Hindi naman ibig
sabthin na makakapulot
ka ng limpak-limpak na
pera sa basura, pwede rin
na ang basura ang magi-
ging pera.

Ayon sa isinulat ni Ki-
ah Yancy sa ListVerse,
mayroong mga tao na yu-
marman dahil sa basurang
itinapon ng iba.

Maen Mahfoud

- Marami nang pinag-
daanan ang UC Berkeley
na graduate na si Maen
Mahfoud pero di ito na-
ging hadlang na tumulong
sa iba. At upang makatu-
long sa mga mahihirap ay
itinayo niya ang Replate
upang ipunin ang mga
pagkaing patapen na at
"mapakinabangan ng iba,

Mula nang simwulan ni
Mahfoud ang kumpanya
noong Enero 2016,
lumawak ang kanilang’
operasyon sa may 300
siyudad at nakapagpakain
ng 1.1 milyong tao.

Ang nasasayang na
pagkain ay isa sa pangu-
nahing problema ng
'mundo samantalang na-
pakaraming tzo ang hindi
nakakakain ng sapat.

Tom Szaky -

Si Torn Szaky ay isang
dropout sa Princeton na
gustong makatuiong sa”
mundo at ang resulta ay’
ang kompanyang Terra-
Cycle, isang fertilizer
company na gumagawa
ng pataba mula sa mga’

dumi ng uod na nakaku- s

long sa bote.

Lumawak ang ope-
rasyon ng kumpanya at
nagdagdag sila ng mga
bagay na maaaring i-recy-
cle. Mula rito ay nanguna
ang TerraCycle sa “upey-
cling”

Ayon sa Forbes maga-

zing, si Szaky ay nagkaka-
halaga na ng $13 milyon.
Para sa isarig college
dropout na nagsimula sa
dumi ng vod ay malayo

na ang kanyang narating.,

 sisimula ng dalawa dahil
marami silang kalabang .

kumpanya pero naitayo
nila ang IceStone LLC., .

Nakipag-partner sila
.sa malalaking organisa-
syon gaya ng NASA at
The Gates Foundation
upang lumago. .

Ang mga salamin at
semento na hindi na nila
magagamit ay ginagamit
naman na panambak sa
mga kalsada bago buhu-
san ng semento, ’

Renee Hansen

Nanggaling sa San
Francisco Bay area si Re-
nee Hansen na sa murang
edad ay namulat na sa re-
cycling.

Sa kanyang bakuran
ay gumawa siya ng com-
posting bins upang
mabawasan a

3

e

rin nila sa i

tapong asura ng
kanyang pamilya.

Dito nagsimula ang
SpinFish ht Hipcycle,
dalawang kumpanya na
nagbebentd ng mga pre-
used items.

Ang SpinFish ay
nakatuon pa pagbili ng
mga kalat gm ibinebenta

ang kompan-
ya na may kailangan
nito,

Ang Hipcycle naman
ang bumibilii ng mga ba-
sura ng méa tao at ibi-
nebenta itd sa mga na-
ngangai]an%n.

Piet Heih Eek

Si Piet Hein Eck ay
isang Dutch designer at
ang kanyarg misyon ay

- gawing art'at kasangka-

pan sa bahay ang mga ba-

-

T

ich

HOp oy

es...

asura

" Nagsimula si Piet
nang gumawa ng project
para sa Academy for In-
dustrial Design sa Eind-
hoven.

Nabili ang kanyang
mga obra na nakara-
ting sa iba’t ibang ba-
hagi ng mundo.
Ndgtayo na rin
siya ng sarili
niyang restau-
rant kung saan -
matatagpuan
ang ilan sa
kanyang
mga ni-'

likha.

Pumasok na rin si Piet
sa isang partnership sa

Ikea upang gumawa ng

mga koleksyon na ibeben-
ta sa iba't ibang megastore

ek R o= ¢ - A
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Miranda Magagnini,

Peter Strugatz

Naging business part-
ners sina Miranda
Magagnini at Peter Stru-
gatz si paggawa ng coun-
tertops gamit ang recycled
na semento.at salamin,
Graduate ang dalawa sa
Harvard Business School.

¥y /’Mjs R r NS

Mahirap ang pag-

sa buong mundo,

Scott Hamlin, Gary
Peck

Gaya ng iba, nais nina
Scott Hamlin at Gary
Peck nad mabawasan ang
kalat sa mundo. Noong
2009 ay itinayo nila ang
Loopyworks na guma-
Bawa ng recycled textile.

Ang kanilang motto:
“Use only what already
exists.” )

Nakabase sa Portland
ang Looptworks nz gu-
magawa ng mga hand-

bag, case at iba pang
pang-araw-araw na bagay
"mula sa mga itinapong
tela.

Ian Rosenberger

.51 lan Rosenberger
ang nasa likod ng Thread
Da ang layunin ay labanan
ang pandaigdigang kahi-

rapan,

Matapos ang malakas
na lindel sa Haiti noong
2019, itinayo ni lan ang
Thread upang makapag-

padala ng tulong sa.

Haiti.

Kinukuha ng Thread
ang mga basura sa mga
mahihirap na lugar at gi-
nagawa itong mapakiki-
nabangan ng iba upang
maibenta.

§i lan ay nagtapos sa
Penn State at naglakbay sa
iba't ibang bahagi ng
mundo upang pag-aralan
ang economic develop-
ment sa mga mahihirap
na bansa. .

Dazn Phillips

Ang Phoenix Com-
motion na itinayo ni Dan
Philips ay gumagawa ng
iNga construction materi-
als para sa pagtatayo ng

.mga murang bahay.

Tumutulong din si
Dan sa pagedisenyo ng
bahay ng mga gustong
gumarnit ng kanyang mga
materyales. Pwede sa
kanya na ang gagawa ng
bahay ay ang titira rito.

Maria Rios

i Maria Rios ay isang
garbage lady na naging
isang muitimillion dollar
trash businesswoman.

Habang nasa kelehiyo,

* nagtrabaho siya sa'isang

waste removal company,
Nangutang siya sa bangko
Para makabili ng
dalawang dump truck na

‘siyang naging simula ng

Nation Waste,

Si Maria ay kinilala ng
Fortune and Goldman
Sachs dahil sa kanyang
magandang work ethic at
nakapagbigay ng sigla sa
isa sa pinakamaraming

trabaho sa mundo.
e ———

Matt Malone

Kung wala kang gina-
gawa, pwede kang gu-
maya kay Matt Malone at
maging professional
dumpster diver.

May isang dekada ng
dumpster diver si Matt.
Ang kumpanya na
kanyang pinapasukan
dati ay inutusan siya na
kumuha ng bagong kaala-
man sa isang negosyo na
wala siyang alam. At ang
kanyang napili ay basura-

an. .

Ayon kay Malone,
hindi siya isang full time
diver pero kumikita siya
ng $250,000 kada taon
dito. .

Binuksan na rin ni
Malone ang kompanya na

tinawag niyang Austin,
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Roy Cimatu :
“This will perhaps ble mybest .
Christmas,” Envirohment Secre-
#ary Roy Cimatu told reporters !
‘on Thursday, visibl} in high | |
'spirits after winnin} praises for.
the government’s "$uccessful” . [
Tehabilitation of Boi’acay'lsland. . |
WAs chair of the Bora{:ay intera-
igency task force, Cifnatu over- -
taw the six-rmonth élos_ure and ° |
leanup of the islanti. The task * . |
force has'}éince planhed a séries
‘of rehabilitation work on the }
vcountry’s other major tourist
spots, such as E1 Nido in f
Palawan, Panglao in Bohol and
‘Puerto Galera in Mif‘ldo_ro Ori- i
ental. This week, Ciltatu an- |
nounced an.ambitious mission, ' t
I

one that past adminjstrations
have failed to do:cléan up the .
Manila Bay. "l am otimistic = /.

that this can be doné. Wecan ‘
apply here the same]strategy we i
used in Boracay,” hesaid. - :
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Rizal forest
plan finalist
in UN tourism
- awards

The Masungi Geor%se;ve‘ forest con-
servation project in Baras, Rizal was
hamed a finalist in thé annual tourism
awards of the World Tourism Organiza-
tion (UNWTO]J. }

The conservation project was named
one of the three finalists in the:award

~ category for enterprises, which is pre-

| sented to those thatfoperate projects
or offer products or [services that are *
innovative in the tourism field.

Operated by the Masungi Geores-
erve Foundation, the conservation
project aims to rehabilitate the rainfor-
est in Baras, Rizal that was previously
subjected to deforegtation and land-
grabbing activities. _

l 1t has since developed into a popular

| travel destination, allowing visitors to

:  explore the rainfores and various rock
_formations in the area.

The foundation adopted a limited
development and geotourism model
to sustain its conservation activities.

"UNWTO said this innovation
could be demonsprated through
environmentally fl'iendly applica-
tions, social corporate responsibility
engagement and ther innovative
contributions.

‘The agency said the awards recog-
nize the contribution of distinguished
scholars and institutions to competitive
and sustainable tourism development = I
at the local, national and international ' -
level. - ' ‘

Other categories include awards in
public policy and governance and for
non-government or anizations.

Other finalists in the enterprise
category were the Gommunity Impact
project by V Resorts in India and the
Fighting Food Waste at Sea program
in Italy. .

The UNWTO winners will be an-
nounced next month.

' - Janvic Mateo
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Andaya was finally in touch with real-

HOUSE LEADERS
HEED DU30 CALL
ON ROAD BOARD

By Rio N. Araja
and Vito Barcelo

HOUSE Majority Leader and Camarines
Sur Rep. Rolando Andaya Jr. has given in
tothe call of President Rodrigo Duterteto
support the abolition of the Road Board.

In a statement sent to the media,

-' Andaya said “the President has spoken,
: Weheard his message to the House. We

will act based on his guidance!
Earlier, the House majority leader

said there would be no Road Board abe -

lition after he and Spezker Gloria An avo

- met with the President, who allegecily

wanted the Road Board to continnue and
disburse funds from the roacl userstay
Congress i12scinded the abolition

. of the Road Board passed under the

to traverse the path righteousness and

speakership of Davao del Norte Rep.
Pantaléon Alvarez,

Andaya previously said Presidential
Spokesperson Salvador Panelo might
have been “misinformed” when he said
the President backed the agency’s aboli-
tion, adding a proposed bill would Create
aspecial fund directly under the disposal
of the Department of Public Works and
Highways, Department of Environment
and Natural Resources, and Department
of Transportation.

"As an institution, we will heed the
President’s call. Finally, we can concen-
trateonthe scrutiny of the 2018 budget,

“parked porkand P75-billion Department

of Budget and Management insertions”
Andaya yesterday said,

“Allis well. The public, however, needs
to understand not just the abolition
phase butalso whatis sought after that”

he added..

In Malacafiang, Presidential Spokes-
person Salvador Panelo on Saturday said

board, let it be real abolition. No resi-

ity contrary to the solon’s claim he and
Budget Secretary Benjamin Diokno were
outoftouch in regard to the abolition of
the graft-ridden Road Board.

In a statement, Panelo, who is also
the Presidential Legal adviser, said the
President was serious to abolish the
road board, which is the milking cow of
corrupt politicians.

Panelo said the President, pursuant
to the command of the Constitution
to serve and protect the people, had
laid the basis of his governance at the
inception of his presidency that the
people’s money shall oniy be spent for
their welfare, and those who steal from
itshall be held accountable to the fullest
extent of the law.

“Letthe President’s call for a clean and
responsive government to the needs of
the governed be taken to heart by those
who temporarily wield political power
50 that our country could commence

progress so long denied them by those
they have entrusted with authority”
During the PAFichange-of-command
at Villamor Air Base, Duterte said he
wanted the Road Board abolished since
he assumed the presidency in 2016"
“Ever since | assumed office, I've
always been waty about this office
because it has béen the milking cow
of people who are corrupt in govern-

- ment. Ever since live really questioned

the existence of this office. it's nothing
but a depository of money meant for
corruption,” Duterte said.

“You know there’s a little bit of a
ruckus there in Cofgress regarding the
abolition or the continuance of the road
user’s tax—board! | believe that the
Senate has decidecf the right thing and
has stated that the Ioad tax—board has
been dismantied” e added.

Morever, Andaya said, “if the Presi-
dent warnits an abolition of the road

dues. No Three Road Kings”

"We are in support of putting pro-
ceeds from the motor vehicle users’
charge (MUVC) as part of the General
Fund. Not an off budget item that will be
spent by one personin an untransparent
way’headded.

According to Andaya, the proceeds
neeci to be included as a line-item fund
inthe annual budget of the DPWH in the
General Appropriations Act,

“This way, the real and full funding
level of the DPWH is reflected clearly, un-
like today when MVUC spending is seg-
regated and treated as a non-national
budget expenditure” he said.

“We also prefer that non-road user ac-
tivities like garbage collection be stricken
off the spending menuhe added.

"If the President will send a better
bill and certify it as urgent, the House,
convinced of its merits, will approve it
without delay”
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