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60 BOATS HEMMDHBM BANGKULASI HWEB AS

By Nikka G. Valenzuela
@NikkaINQ :

(1% i 2

At 1 ‘.-J":'-_; )37 BE ;
The Navotas City government

boats that were illegally docked

on the Bangkulasi River to give

way to the rehabilitation of the
polluted body of water.

Earlier this month, Environ-

ment Secretary Roy Cimatu or-
dered Navotas officials to clean
up the river that was connected

to Manﬂa@Bayfbefore the end of

x
r 4

the year.

Accordmg to Clmatu ‘the
cleanup was' an “essential part”

of the bay's ongmng rehablhta-
Hon ! 7315 e
Removing t:he ﬁshing vessels

was the first step in reducmg'
pollunon levels in the1r1ver. ac-
c0rd1ng tci;ﬂavo’%as Mayoi‘. Toby . ta; e
 vessels and _ ther debris, in-
‘ clud,mg sunken boats and ﬂoat-

B TRs
Tlangco

Over &p boats were removed

NAVOTAS CITY GOVERNMENT BEGINS CLEANUP

from the stretch of the waterway
from Lapu-Lapu Avenue to C3
Road in Barangay North Bay

: Bouleva:d South.
and the Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources .
(DENR) on Tuesday removed

Tlangco said that some boats
we:e moved to the Navotas Fish
Port, while others were docked
on Navotas River behind city
hall -

Fishemnen 'S request
“We met with fishermen last

Friday and some of them re-

quested if they could dock on

‘Navotas-Malabon River, so we
‘agreed,” he told the Inquirer.
+ According to the DENR, this

particular stretch of the river
should be prioritized because it

" had the highest concentrauon of
- fecal coliform, a type of bacteria
~found in hu’m:an and animal

waste. :
The locaI go*vem nent. was
e fishing

mg houses A 3001

- Tiangco said that they had
asked the environment depart-
ment to provide equipment for
the dredging which they “could
not do on their own.” f

Floating houses on Bangku—
lasi, River, which were initially
identified as major. sources of
pollution, were moved to anoth-
er part of the waterway which
was no longer under the jurisdic-
tion of the city.

‘The DENR earher warned
that it would is_sue_ - cease-and-
desist orders against establish-
ments in Navotas that lacked
proper- sewerqge treatment,
plants.

‘The city gov&mment howev-
er, has yet to receive the list of
these establishments although

Tiangco said that he had already
'msmuctgd the business licensing

office to suspend these estab-

lishments’ licenses: oncethey get

- acopy. INQ o

CLEAR{NG OPERATIONS Flshmg boats are removed frqm the. stretch of BangkulaSI River
‘between Lapu-Lapu Avenue and C3 Road. —p|-|0'ro COURTESY OF NAVOTAS PIO _ 1
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Bangkulasi |
river

. ng pama-
ha ng Na-
votas, kas: ;ang-_iﬁ%
kinatawan ng Depart-
£ Environment and
il es at iba
ahe

gpaTiam
Salazar, ang
g Bangkulasi

[ :_rr_'
alaman, ang

S g f‘Y@l par A
‘malinis ang " ilog a
paunlad ang kafidad

ang ma-
aaﬁktoﬁmlegn—up
dm{e.‘__..lpinpliwanagr na-
min ku 1n bﬂ kit ](aﬂa_ ngan
nilang ilipat ang kanilang
mga bangka sa Navotas

- Fish Port,” aniya,
‘Inatasan ~ din ni
Tiangco ang ilang mga
. tanggapan ng pamaha-
¢ laang lungs 1 ;

cKabilang _din_ sa
naroon ang mga opisya
ng -Brg-x. l&BBEaKaP a-
. ran, Dagat-dagatan, at
, ulasi at mga kawani
. onment and
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RIVER

CLEANUP.
Representatives
from the
Department of
Environment and
Natural

Resources and the

City Government

of Navotas
headed by Mayor
Toby Tiangco led
the removal of

* boats and floating

houses from the
Bangkulasi River
in Navotas City.

~ The purpose of

thecleanup
drive is to clean
theriver. :
Andrew Rabulan

o

-~
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Experts to explorebamboo

potentials vs climate change

. By CORY
MARTINEZ

THE vast potentials of
bamboo for environmen-

~ tal sustainability and

economic resiliency will

soon be further explored

after environment offi-
cials, scientists, and re-
searchers in Southeast
Asia have agreed to es-

_ tablish a regional net-

work for such endeavor.
Departmentof Environ-
mentand Natural Resourc-
es (DENR) Secretary Roy
A. Cimatu said the move
aims to help address the
adverse effects of climate

Theestablishmentof the
ASEAN Bamboo Network
was the most prominent
feature of the resolution
ado by participants to
the first-ever ASEAN Bam-
boo Co held in Tloilo
City from Aug. 12 to 16.
The five-day event,
whichwas izedbythe
DENR’s Ecosystems Re-
search and Development

~ Bureau (ERDB) brought

together government offi-
ers within the ASEAN re-
gion, as well as representa-
tives from the World Bam-
boo Organization, Brazil,
Qatar and Peru.

Cimatu described the
resolutionasa “decisiveout-
put” of the conference as it
enabled formal commit-
ment of the signatories to-
wards “a sustainable and
climate resilient future for
theentireregion.”

“With thisresolution,we

are assuring that we will
put our utmost endeavors

,ly Ttalsohas good

and development in bam-
boo production technolo-

es, as well as stron;
E\kﬂgmmthm&leASEEﬁ
region,” Cimatu pointed
out.

Bamboo is widely rec- °

ognized as a “versatile re-
newableresource” thatpro-
tects the environment, im-
proves the microclimate,
controls soil erosion, pro-
tects riverbanks, reduces
flash floods, servesaswind-
break, and sequesters at-
mospheric carbonefﬁcient-
PLops-
ties comparable to most
wood species and offers a
variety of uses either in its
unmanufactured form or
as into:
products, and as such, re-
duces the demand burden
for wood-based products
from the forests thereby
arresting deforestation.
The attendees to the re-
gional conference were con-
vinced that engaging into
bamboopmductlonandihe
g of bamboo

However, they also rec-

ognized the fact that pro-
moting bamboo for climate

change adaptation and mit-
igation, economic Biablhty
and environmental sustain-
abilityentailsinnatechalleng-
es that need science-based
decision-making, linking
with all possible stakeholcr
ers and dialogue partners

Thisis exactly what the
congress participantswant
to address to achieve en-
hanced technical collabo-

rauon, efficient resouroe
ngﬁ;hzahmmclusivede-
velopmentstrategies, clear
and effective regulations,
broad public awareness
and enhanced capa

acceptanoeofbamboo ‘“a
cost-effective green pro

uct as alternative to plas—
tic, metal and wood mate-

- rials.

At the same hxhe they

Froved of the plan to

dtheBambooCongrﬁs
every threeyearstosustain
the efforts on ding
ASEAN bamboo concerns
inthe worldmap,reexam—
ine the strategies that have
beenun andbring
into active dlscuauon the
new and chal-
lenges onbamboo that the
regionmayhave toengage
in.

in the continuous research
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Gov’t wants mining
firms to pay higher

Padd

,1_\

E B. MIRAFLOR

he Mines and Geosci-
ences Bureau (MGB)
is planning to require

- all mining companies

~ inthe country to pay higher mine

- waste and tailing fees as part ofthe
amendmentsinthe Implementing

 Rules and Regulations (IRR) of

 the Philippine Mining Act or the i
Republchct (RA) 7942 the agency

is now pushing for.

To be specific, MGB wants to
set the basic fees that shall acerue

to the Mine Wastes and Tailings

(MWT) fees at #0.10 per metricton
- (/MT) of mine wastes and ?0.15/

MT of tailings both generated from
the mining, quarrying, mineral

' processing operations.
- This is provided that the
amount of MWT fees persemester
shall have a minimum of £2,500.00.
- payable by all mining companies.
- There should also be a succeeding

increase of P0.05/MT per year
for five years for both MWT fees’
reserve fund.

And then a review after five

. years shall be conducted to

determine if further increase is
needed.

In the existing law, basic
fees that shall acerue to the
MWT Reserve Fund is pegged
set at P0.05/MT of mine waste
produced and P0.10/MT of mill

| fees for mme wastes

tailings generated from themmmg
operations. -

Another provision that is not
in the existing law is that in lieu

of the mine wastes fee, nickel :

mines shall now pay an amount
of P1.00/MT of ore shipped or
-a minimum fee of P500,000.00
per annum, whichever is higher,
to be known as Environmental
Damaged Compensation Fee.
The amount of fee collected
shall accrue to a MWT Reserve
Fund and shall be deposited in
the Bureau of the Treasury to
be used for compensation for
damages caused by nickel mining
operations. :
“The Secretary, upon the
recommendation of the Director,
is authorized to increase the
said fees when national mberest
and public welfare so require,”
‘MGB said.
~ As usual, the MWT fees shaII
- be collected semi-annually from
each operating mining company.
- Rocky Dimaculangan,
vice president for corporate
communications at Chamber
‘of Mines of the Philippines
(COMP), an organization of some
of the country’s largest mining

operations, said this proposed

policy is now being reviewed by the
mining sector and has yet to make
any computation how much the
fees will affect the miners.
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DMClis confident
of obtaining mining
‘permit from DENR

; By Jenniffer B. Austrla Or)
L_DMCI Mi Corp., the,mmmg unit of
the Consﬂng Group,;:s confident it will
obtain the go-signal from the Department
of. Environment and Natural Resources
to resume mining operations in Zambales
province before the end of the year:
DMCI Mining pres1dent Cesar Simbu-
, lan Jr. said the company’s other nickel as-
set, Zambales Diversified Metals Corp.,
had already complied with the conditions
-set by the DENR for the lifting of the No-
vember 2018 suspension order, . i
“The Mines and Geosciences Bureau
. [MGB] reviewed the remedial actions
taken by ZDMC last April 2019, and con-
firmed that all the specified conditions of
DENR have been met,” said Simbulan.
.~ “MGB has also recommended the
lifting of the suspension, Hopefully,
| ‘the D,ENR central office will reach a
dec1s1o.u before ‘the end of this year %
he added Y AR
In December 2018 DMCI Mmmg s
other mining asset under Berong Nickel
Corp., which operates in Palawan, was
the onIy company audlted b DENR that

Spe ) penl ms
the unplemeqﬂtahon Qf cqrtam \DENR
conditions,

- DMCI Mining, meanwhile, shipped

343,000 wet metric tons of nickel ore

/in the second quarter of the year, rais-

 ing its total shipment in the first semes-

ter to 681,000 WMT, up 41 percent from

483,000 WMT year-on-year. All;-ship-
- ments came from the Palawan mine.

- DMCI Mining on a standalone, basis
reeorded flat revenues of P985 million
‘in the first half of 2019, as its shipment
of mostly lower grade nickel fetched a
lower average selling price.

The average nickel grade during the
‘period dropped 8 percent from 1.73 per-
centto 1.60 percent. Consequently, aver-
age selling price fell 28 pereent from $39
to $28. it

DMCI Mining as a resultfposted a net
income of P254 million in the first six
months of 2019, down 19 percent from
P316 million year-on-year.
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Water allocation sa MM
 at karatig lalawigan, itinaas na

ltinaas na ng- National

Water Resources Board
(NWRB) sa 40 cubic meters
ger second mula sa dating
6 cms ang alokasyon n
tubi ag etro Manila a
ig lalawigan.

Ito ay bunsod na rin sa a

atuloy na pagtaas ng water
PBVSI sa mga dam s';g Lqu)en
Ialo _na ang Angat dam sa
u acan na n?ﬁ’ suplay ng
ntng lgsaKaIak-

ang Maynila.

a ulat ng NWRB nasa_:
40 cubic meters par, sec-
onds na ang 1,;yater alloca-

mMat balla .j‘

tion nila sa
sa Kalakhan ayni!
karatig !alavfi%ah na sint
playan éwangM
concessmnalra na Manila

-summer season

at”ar

Water at Maynllad Water.
Gayunman, nilinaw ng
NWRB na sa darating na.

. Setyembre pa sisimulan ang .

pagpapatupad ng taas ng.
water allocation.

Magu unitang ibinaba
2? ahensiya sa 36 cms ang
okasyon ng tubig noong

ulot ng:
pagbaba ng water level sa
mga dam kaya't nalratu pad
noon ang rotationa supply

alat allocat:on dahil hlndiff

. ,%uu an makakarekubern;
: ater supp X‘ ?
am)sa bansa. (Angle deia |
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Tubig sa Angat dam normal na

UMAKYAT na sa-minirnun‘irqperating level ang tubig
%ﬂngat dam. :

~ Ayon sa Philippine Atmospheric Geophysical and

Astronomical Services Administration, kahapon ng
umaga ang lebel ng tubig sa Angat ay 180.75 metro, tu-
maas ng 0.79 metro mula sa 179,96 metro noong Ling-
80 ng umaga, ST -

Tumaas din ang lebel ng tubig sa La Mesa darn na
naitala sa 77.11 metro mula sa 76.88 metro ka-
makalawa, e ;

Ang dalawang dam ang pangunahing pinangga- -
galingan ng suplay ng tubig sa Metro Manila, — Leif-
billy Begas = . e R
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“-

‘noong Ag %ﬂﬂ - ng m
‘empleyado n R si DENR Muifioz cﬂy
Community Environment and Natural Re-
sources Offi my Aberin (likod, ika-2
mula kanq‘n- i local government unit
&LGU) ng Ecija, ang

rmed For ,F ), Phil-
ippine Natio itary Club,
at mga stakeholders. tre t_ ing ac-
tivity ar ginana ing Reser-

J voir Irrigation Project sa Bgy Nazareth Gen-
eral Tinio, Nueva.
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Editoryal Editoryal
'pagbawal sa paggamlt ng
plastik, ipasa na!

: APAG ganitong tag-ulan, Rasunod na ang pagbaha.
- Marami na namang lugar ang lubog at apektado
Tulad nginaasahan Rasabay na lulutang ang prob-
Iemasa basura.

'Mga Ralatna itinapon ng mga walang disiplina.

Kaya napapanahonangpanulzalang tuluyang ipagbawal ang pag-
gamit ng “single-use plastic” containers. Ito ‘yung mga disposable

plastic, Rabilang ang cellophane products na ginagamit bilang
grocery bags, food pacRaging, water bottles, straws, stirrers, styros,
cups, sachets, plastic cutlery at marami pang iba.

Bukod sa nagdudulot ng polusyon, ito rin ang mga bumabara sa
mga daluyan ng tubig na ang resulta ay matinding pagbaha.

Sa ilalim ng Senate Bill No. 40 o Single-Use Plastic Regulation and
ManagementAct of 2019, ang mga food establishment, convenience
store, supermarRet at retailer ay obligadong sumunod sa pagba-
bawal sa paggamit ng single-use plastic.

Ang lalabag sa batas ay papatawan ng multa o business permit
revocation habang ang mga susunod ay may incentives.

Batay pa sa pag-aaral, umaabot sa 164 million piraso ng sachets
ang nagagamit araw-araw sa bansa. Itoaymulasamgaproduhtong
araw-araw din nating Railangan o ginagamit.

Kaugnay nito, hindi pa man tuluyang nagiging batas, aprub sa
atin ang mga Rumpanyang nagbabawas na ng plastic at naglulunsad
ng mga refillingstation.

AtRunglahatay makikiisa, masosolb din ang problema sa basura
atbaha.
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Pacquiao ayaw sa plastic bottle

INIHAIN ni OFW
Family Rep. Bobby Pac-
quiao, kapatid ni Sen.
Manny Pacquiao, ang
resolusyon na mag-
babawal sa paggamit ng
plastic bottle sa Kamara
de Representantes.
Sinabi ng nakaba-
batang Pacquiao na
hindi dapat magbingi-
bingihan ang mga
mambabatas sa
panawagan ng mga en-

vironmental group na
bawasan ang paggamit
ng plastik na naka-
kasira ng kalikasan.
Ayon kay Rep. Pac-
quiao, maghahain ang
kanyang kapatid na si
Sen. Pacquiao sa Sena-
do ng kaparehong reso-
lusyon bilang bahagi ng
pagbibigay ng proteksy-
on sa karapatan ng
publiko sa balanse at
malusog na kapaligi-

ran.

“Whereas, cam-
paigner Ban the Bottle
reports that plastic wa-
ter bottles can take be-
tween 400-1,000 years
to decompose,” saad ng
House Resolution 261
ni Pacquiao. ;

Nakababahala
umano ang ulat na ang
Pilipinas ang ikatlong

‘pinanggagalingan ng

plastic product sa mun-

e

do na napupunta sa
karagatan. ‘
“Whereas, given the

customary use of plas--

tic water bottles in the
House of Representa-
tives, there is a clear
and urgent need to start
reducing the use of the
same in government

body by prohibiting the

use of disposable plas-
tic water bottles in ses-

sions halls, lounge, and -

in all offices as well as
during the committee
hearings, technical
working group meet-
ings and other gather-
ing held within House
of Representatives
premises.”

Umaasa si Rep. Pac-
quiaoc na mayroong
ibang ahensya na
susunod sa kanyang
maliit na hak-
bang —Leifbilly Begas

§ kit R T RO e



™ STRATEGIC
COMMUNICATION

ety INITIATIVES

T

sy SERVICE
——

TITLE :

Nakaalerto

24 oras UPPER

ToNITEEL B

25 AUG 72p19

PAGE 1/ DATE

USOK NG JG SUMMIT

NAPAKABAHO, nakalalason na usok na ibinubuga mula sa

JG Petrochemical Corporation ang idinadaing ng maraming resi-
dente ng Brgy. Simlong at ng mga kanugnog na barangay nito sa

‘Batangas City, ngunit tila bulag, bingi at pipi naman ang lokalna

opisyales at maging ang mga barangay o icials ng mga apekta-
dong barangay ng naturang lungsod. -

Kabaligtaran ito sa ipinangakong kaunlaran ng management ng
JG Summit Holdings Inc., ang kompanyang pag-aari ng Gokong-
wei Group na siyang nagmamantine ng nasabing planta na ang
operasyon ay pinangangambahang di maglalaon ay maaring
makasakop na sa buong coastal area ng naturang lungsod.

g usok na ibinubuga ng coal-fired power plant ay siya
ngayong nagdudulot ng iba’t-ibang uri ng karamdaman na mistu-
lang nakababangungot na panaginip sa mga residente ng naturang
siyudad. I e g i 38

Kabalintuaan ito sa noon ay ipinangangalandakang kaunlaran
sa siyudad ng mga politi}goné%'sponsor para mapagtibay ang
ordinansa para makapagtayo ng nasabing planta sa dakong
baybayin ng nasabing siyudad. ‘

Bakit kanyo? Aba e noong nasa construction phase pa lamang

ang nasabing planta ay minadali ng ilang interesadong lokal na

opisyales para maaprubahan ang konstruksyon nito sa Brgy Sim-
long, Batangas City at di na napakinggan ang tinig ng mga mangi-
ngisda, magsasaka at iba pang sektor kapalit ng ipinapangakong
kaunlaran na ihahatid kuno sa mga mamamayan ng nasabing plan-
ta. : b 7 ke . :
Ngayon, ano naman ang nahita ng mga taga-siyudad ng Batan-
gas, kundi sakit mula sa nakakalasong usok na ibinubuga ng
tsiminiya ng nasabing planta? =~ = 7
Pananakit ng tiyan, pagkahilo, pagsusuka at grabeng pulmo-

_ nary diseases na hindi lamang sa [j§

‘matatanda dumadapo kundi
maging sa kasisilang pa lamar
“mga sanggol ang ngayon ay mala-
king suliranin ng mga residenteng
_nanini sa coastal barangay ng
naturang lungsod.
Ayon sa mga text messages ng [BE g
mga apektadong residente “sa | : %
tuwing dumudulog po kami sa | CRISA. IBO N
aming mga barangay officials, lalo- eSS - ‘
lalo na kay Pangulo ay sinasangkalan nito ang dating nanungku-
lang opisyales ng aming lugar ang siyang nag-apruba para makapag-
tayo ng planta ang JG Summit Petrochemical Corporation, kaya

5| PRET A

“wala na silang magagawang aksyon laban sa mapaminsalang

operasyon ng nasaabing planta™. 1

“Katwiran po ito ng mga gunggong” saad pa ng isang text na
natanggap ng SIKRETA. s T L

Kung tutuusin ay maaring tama ang suspetsa ng mga nagpa-
hatid sa atin ng kanilang text messages na nagkaroon ng malaking
suhulan kayat pikit-matang naging tagasunod na lamang ng
management ng JG Summit ang maraning barangay officials at
‘maging ang ilang kilalang politiko sa nasabing lungsod?

Apektado ng nakasusulasok na amoy na ibinubuga ng usok

mula sa nabanggit na planta hindi lamang ang mga nsa
Brgy. Simlong at Pinamukan Proper na siya ngayong kinata-
tayuan ng JG Summit Petrochemeical Plant kundi maging ang
mga residente ng mga barangay ng Sta Clara, Wawa, Tabangao,

Tabangao Dao, Mahabang Dahilig, Pagkilatanatibapa.
‘Sa kabuuan, maging ang mga mangms;sdapka kapaligiran ng
‘Batangas City Bay hanggang sa Verde Island Passage ay nagdu-
* rusa rin dahil sa pagliit ng kinikita ng mga ito bunsod ng industrial
pollutants na nakapipinsala rin sa likas-yamang dagat katulad din
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CONVERSION B¥

TAPOS jﬁa ang maliligayang
araw ng

ness sa bansa kapag lumusot ang
pani batas na inihain sa
Senado upang maipagbawal ang

conversion ng mga lupang pang-
agrikultura upang ma;
dential, . ‘commercial, mdustnal

at lbg.lga

paloob ito sa Senate Bill
No. 256 o ang “Agricultural Land
Conversmn Ban Act” na inihain

‘ni Senador Frahcts ‘Klk,o Pangx-

linan. . .
mui(atuwuan nldPanglhnan,
a nang ipatupac
reform noong 1988
nitong

anggang

. mga real estate busi-

resi- |

agrarian

2016, mahigit 100,000

agricultural land (Kasinlaki ng

pinagsa Metro Manila at
Cebu City), ang hindi nakukunan
ng pasm ng mga Pinoy.

natin ang mga
magsasgka para kumain ang
bayan. Kailangan ng mga mag-

i

sasaka na may lupang sinasaka

para ang bayan,” giit
ngsenador

Sabi ng senador, ang mabilis
na urbanisasyon at aﬁanu ng
pupulasyon ang nagdadagdag sa

problema sa pagbagsak ng agn— /

cultural land sa bansa.
“Pinapanukala nating protek—

-tahan ang mga lupang sakahan
gmastus na ng gobyerno

sa patubig,” sabi ni Pangilinan sa
kan ng inihaing pan ala na
layong ipriserba ar 'mga
_J.mgated land para sa secu-

ity ng bansa,

Pinakamalaking tmamaan
ng massive land conversion ang

Luzon kung saan B80.6% ang n

naaprubahan habang ang Vi-

_sayas ‘ay may 7.8% at Mindanao,

“Krmkal ito para matiyak
ang food security ng ating ban-

sa. Madalas, prime agricultural

lands pa ang pinupuntiryang i-
convert,” sabi ng senador.

Nais din ni Pangilinan na
amiyendahan ang Section 20
ng Local Government Code, na
nag-oobliga ng karagdagang ap-
proval mula sa Department of
Agnculture, Agrarian Reform,
at Environment and Natural
Resources, gayundm ang local
government units bago ang land
reclassification at conversion ng
isang agricultural land.

“Itong karagdagang require-

5 1tong magb:gay ngp

ment b 70 makakuha ng con-
[ ),—ay«gpara matxyak

ala ang negosyo.
lllax;wtuman gi naman
ayag.

Si dating Senate President
Manny Villar ang pinakamaya-
man ngayon sa Pilipinas da-
hil na rin sa negosyo nito sa
housing. Ani pamilya nito an

na atakbo ng Vista Lan
} gp Lancapes .
Karamihan mga ‘housing

project ng kompanya ng mga

Villar at iba g real estate
ﬁompany ay (Fm ting mga saka-
an

Sinikap din ng Abante na
hingan ng komento ang asawa
ni Manny na si Senador Cyn-
-thla Villar, at magi.pg ang taga-
pagsalita nito suballt hindi sﬂa
nagblgay ng komento (Dindo
Matining)
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Manila hosts Marine Environment Protection meet

THE second high-level international
meeting on Marine Environment
Protection of the Southeast Asian Seas
(Mepseas) is happening now in Manila
and sees the gathering of the maritime
heads of the member states signatory to
the International Maritime Organization
(IMO) Member States.

n a statement by the Maritime Indus-
try Authority (Marina), staging of the
Mepseas has started Tuesday August 27
to last until Thursday, August 29, 2019.

It said the IMO and the MEPSEAS
International Consultants lead the
session and provided updates regarding

the MEPSEAS Project website and the

initial delivery of the training modules
covering the Ballast Water Management

* (BWM) Convention, Anti-Fouling System

(AFS) Convention and MARPOL Annex V.

Delegates from the participating
heneficiary countries were likewise ex-
pected to present the development and
adoption of their respective National
Action Plans (NAPs), including successes
and challenges in completing the NAP
activities related to the accession of the
chosen IMO Conventions.

Moreover, the strategic partners is
expected to present relevant activities and
programs, which support the objectives of
the Mepseas Project, and will also explore

possible areas of collaboration and modali-
ties by which to pursue cooperation.
Participants of the second High-Level
Regional Meeting include Cambodia,
Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines,
Thailand, Vietnam, as well as strategic
partners from the Partnerships in Environ-
mental Management for the Seas of East
Asia (Pemsea), Women in Maritime — Asia
and Philippines, Tokyo MOU Regional
Port State Control Organization, ASEAN
Maritime Transport Working Group Chair’s
representative, Norwegian Agency for
Development Cooperation (NORAD), and
Maritime Technology Cooperation Center

(MTCC) Asia.

As host country, the Philippine dele-
gation was composed of representatives
from different departments and agencies
that were identified vital in giving full and
complete effect to the Conventions.

The Mepseas Project is a four-year proj-
ect (2018-2021) of the IMO in cooperation
with the Norwegian Agency for the De-
velopment (NORAD) providing assistance
to East Asian countries in ratifying and
implementing IMO Instruments for the
protection of the marine environment.

|t aims to reduce the risks and im-
pacts of environmental issues related to
maritime transport in the ASEAN region.

RAFFY AYENG

= 4



N STRATEGIC
COMMUNICATION
e [NITIATIVES
[ sl
sy SERVICE
g www.Daily Tribune.com

TITLE:

@ I L’ UPPER
TAGE LOWER

PAGE 1/

PAGE 1 BANNER  EDITORIAL CARTOON
STORY STORY

28 AUG 7019

DATE




1
STRATEGIC
&a COMMUNICATION
_.p-lll INITIATIVES
w SERVICE

TITLE

Trested Soge MY

The Manila Times

giE] [&- [T [

4 ..]
(_ UTPER /
PAGE OWER

FAGE 1/

PAGE 1 BANHER  EDITORIAL  CARTOOMN
STORY STORY

25 AUG 2010

DATE

OVER 50 employee-volunteers and.
10 executives of Hino Motors Philip-
pines recently joined the tree plant-
ing activity of Philippine Business
for Social Progress (PBSP) at the La
Mesa Watershed in Quezon City.

Helpmgmakethewodda betterplace

They planted 1,000 Molave
seedlings as part of their commit-

ment to their mission to make
the world a better place to live

in by helping people and goods -

reach their destination economi-
cally and with environmental
responsibility while focusing on

volunteers actively participating in

’,thetfee planting activlty

sustainable development Thls is
the company’s second time to join.
the reforestation 1mt1ative of PBSP.

W Photo shows one of the employee-
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PH airborne campaign targets weather,
climate science *

NASA's P-3B science air-
craft soared into the skies
over the Philippines on
Sunday to begin a nearly
two-month-long investi-
gation on the impact that
smoke from fires and pol-
lution have on clouds, a
key factor in improving
weather and climate fore-
casts. The Cloud, Aero-
sol,and Monsoon Process-
es Philippines Experi-
ment (CAMP2Ex) is the
mostcomprehensive field
campaign to date in Mar-
itime Southeast Asia to
study the relationship be-
tween aerosol particles as
they interact with sur-
rounding monsoon mete-
orology, cloud microph'
ics and the sun’s radia-
tion.

Led by NASA, the U.S.
Naval Research Laborato-
ry (NRL) and the Manila
Observatory inconjunction
with the Philippine Atmo-
spheric, Geophysical and
Astronomical Services Ad-
ministration (PAGASA)
and the Philippine Depart-
ment of Science and Tech-
nology (DOST), CAMP2Ex
comprises aninterdiscipli-
nary, international team of
field researchers, modelers
and remote sensing devel-
opers.

The study seeks to tack-
le some of the most diffi-
cult weather and climate
phenomena tounderstand,

" Agricultural and defor-
estation fires from the re-
gion along with air pollu-
tion from cities provide a
ready supply of aerosol
particles that influence
major weather processes.

Besides the torrential
monsoons over the Asian
archipelago, theregionalso
produces moisture that
grovides rainfall over the

acificOceanand caneven
influence weather in the
continental United States.

“We know aerosol par-
ticles can affect clouds and
precipitation, butwedon’t
yet have a quantitative
understanding of those
processes,” said Hal Mar-
ing, Radiation Sciences Pro-

am Manager at NASA
dquartersin Washing-
ton. “Our goal is to im-
provesatellite productsand
numerical models to help
scientists better predict
weather and climate.”

“Numerous studies
havelinked the presence of
pollution and smoke from
agricultural fires and fires
from deforestation to
changesincloud and storm
properties, but we lack the
observations of the actual
mechanisms taking place,”
said NRL research meteo-
rologist Jeffrey Reid.
“CAMP2Ex provides a
much-needed crucible for
satellite observing systems
and model predictions to

Aerosol particles in-
clude sea salt, dust, air
ollutants and biomass-
urning smoke particles,
and nearly all can act as
cloud condensation nuclei
(also known as cloud
seeds). Depending on the
size and composition of
these aerosol particles,
water vapor can coalesce
around them to form water
droplets that may later be-
come rain. But if there is a
high concentration of aero-
sol particles, the clouds
may be populated with a
larger number of smaller
drops, whicharelesslikely
tocoalesceintoraininsmall-
er clouds. “Yet recent re-
search shows that these
smaller drops may
strengthenand increasethe
longevity of severestorms,”
Reid said. “It's an intricate
science.”

“Complex, non-linear
feedbacks between those
processes that form cloud
droplets and rainfall and
those that drive the up-
ward and downward mo-
tionswithinstormsarechal-
lenging toaccurately repre-
sentinnumericalmodels,”
said Colorado State Uni-
versity professor and P-3B
flight scientist Susan van
den Heever. “These feed-
backs are important to de-
terminestormseverity and
the formation of new
storms. CAMP2Ex will

sphere. Particles that are
arker in color, such as
black carbon from wildfires,
absorb sunlight and con-
tribute to global warming,.
Depending on the type
and altitude of the cloud,
black carbon may either
supportorsuppress cloud
formation; black carbon
alsoaffectshowmuch sun-
lightcloudsreflectbackinto
theatmosphere. Quantify-
ing these mechanisms is
crucial for improving glo-
bal climate forecast mod-
els.
Aerosol-cloud interac-
tions are notoriously diffi-

cult to observe in the field,

Maringsaid. “Some clouds
have very short lifetimes
whileothershaveverylong
ones, and they’re all locat-
ed in radically different
parts of theskies. Gettinga
quantitative look at these
processes is always a tall
order.”

To be able to observe
cloud and aerosol interac-
tions, along with the asso-
ciated weather systems,
CAMP2EXx is leveraging
instruments on multiple
airborneand ground plat-
forms torecord wide-scale
meteorology, composition,
cloud microphysics, and
solar and longwave radia-
tion. NASA's P-3B science
aircraft is fitted with re-
mote-sensing instruments
to measure a number of

strumentation, will fly in
and around the same
clouds at nearly the same..,
time as the P-3B aircraft.
The Learjetwill alsosurvey
theatmosphericconditions
above the clouds. Out in
the Pacific Ocean, the re-
search vessel Sally Ride,
funded by the Office of
Naval Research Propaga-
tion of InterSeasonal Trop-
ical OscillatioNs (PISTON)
gmjectand operated by the

cripps Institution of
Qceanography, University
of California, San Diego, is
providing nearly continu-
ous radar and lidar obser-
vations aswell asmeasure-
mentsofenergy fluxesfrom
the ocean surface and pro-
files of temperature, mois-
ture and pressure from ra-
diosondes. CAMP2Ex and
PISTON are complemen-
tary in their goals.
CAMP2Ex focuses on fun-
damental aerosol and
cloud physics and remote
sensing whereas PISTON
focuses on air-sea interac-
tion and the way in which
weatherdevelopson conti-
nental and intercontinental
scales.

“The synergy between
airand shipborne observa-
tions is key,” said research
scientist Derek Posselt
from NASA's Jet Propul-
sion Laboratory in Pasade-
na, California. “The ship’s
radars will tell us how

lar intersact to weather and

monitor and forecast, monitor and understand provide us with unprece- variables within and near cloudsareevolvingintime,
The Maritime Conti- how atmospheric compo- dented observations that clouds; including thosere-  while the aircraft will give
nent—comprisingSumatra, sition and weather inter- willallow usto better rep- lated to precipitation and us detailed measurements
Malay Peninsula, Borneo, act.” " resent these feedbacks in cloud droplets as well as of the cloud interior and
Sulawesi, the Philippines Aerosol-cloud dynam- currentresearchand weath- aerosol size and composi- environment.”
and numerous other is- icshaveaprofoundimpact er forecasting models.” tion. In addition to the intri-
lands and surrounding onweatherandclimate, yet Smoke and pollution To verify those data, a cateaerosoland cloud pro-
seas—hasbeenlongsought  there are large uncertain- also affect how much in- Stratton Park Engineering cesses, theSoutheast Asian
out as an area of scienfific tiesinhow thosedynamics  coming sunlight is reflect- Company (SPEC)Inc.Lear- monsoon environment
inquiry- affect climate. ed back into the atmo- jet, fitted with in situ in- hostssome of themostcom-
plexatmospheric phenom- " Increased -
enaonthe _planet. The mon- . east Asia (CORDEX-SEA), ing of the medunmdgsﬁniﬁ-
soon environment brings many studies have shown for example, show that re- fluencing those climactic
severe thunderstorms and ittobe highly vulnerable to gional climate models do changes is another impor-
organized convection rons ge. For Philip- not do a good job simulat- tantand hoped for offshoot
F;igg?h s ls:tehmsl‘,, am} t:':) is grecollaborators,the a5t in obsg:lrvedramfalldima- of the campaign, said
AR PeR 'om CAMP2Ex will help wdlictsy : IR gl impas U alios
led 2 o%lhﬁm cle‘;':'es to inform some of the big- Narisma, whoisalsoan spheric scientist and pro-
Pacific. The world’s most gest weather and climate associate professor at the fessor of physics at the
intense super typhoons questions in the Southeast Ateneo de Manila Univer- Ateneo de Manila Univer-
fqnn]usteastpf the Philip- Asiaregion. sity, noted thatrecentmon- sity. -
pines and are an integral ARaT s hetnostdif- soonal activity in Metro “The Southeast Asia re-
paatz{&eregmmlweaﬂ\m feu e ablel it ae - Manila led to cancelled gionisexperiencingsignifi-
and Bte: oot im stand in ourmodels, and it classes; before that, the re- cantindustrial growth,” he
2 cted( AM P2E:x_15bf:mgcon— has an enormous impact on had been suffering said. “We're emitting more
u _Calm the lion’s q’en 9f onpeoplehere,” said Gem- . m watershortagedueto and more particulates into
trq}cali tl;nﬂemr{"log{t’\ Rgl‘d ma Narisma, climate sci- drought. “Our research is the atmosphere, which
%zﬂ} while noting that the e e showing thatmore of these means thata lotofthe aero-
' pmess iSs Trecc]:)‘ver— tor of the Manila Observa- _weather extremes, alternat- solinteractionswe'restudy-
ing from Super Typhoon tory, a nonprofit Jestit re- ing drynessand heavyrain- ing now will be most likely
Haiyan in 2013, which SeaToh msHEHOR fooTsad fall, are e ted in the fu- further enhanced in the re-
re.:iched aworld record one on atmospheric and Earth ture,” she said. “Improv- gioninthefuture. Thewealth
minute of sustained 195 e et Sottheas A L] ing our models for climate ofdata from CAMP2Exwill
mile-per-hour (315 kilome- e T projectionswould allowus be analyzed for years to
te}'—per-hour) maximum nated Regional Downscal- to better prepare for these come and will shine more
gnu:iif : before making ing ExperimentoverSouth- swings in water availabili- lightonhow ourwaysoflife
st : == — ty and flooding. ect not only us but also
eregionis of particu- ] the rest of the planet.”
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Of Trees and Forest-—

URING a visit to the Philippines

early this year, US Secretary
of State Mike Pampeo gave the
assurance that * .y armed attack
on any Phillppme \orces, aircraft,
or public vessels in tne South China
Sea will trigger riutuai defense
obligations under Article -+ of our
Mutual Defense Treaty”.

Secretary Pompeo was, of course, -
_referring to the Mutual Defense

Treaty (MDT) signed by the US ana
the Philippines on August 30, 1958.
The MDT was one of the pillars of the
long and historic friendship between
our two countries. It says so in the
preamble of MDT: “Recalling with
mutual pride th historic relationship
which Frought their two peoples
together i a common bond of
sympathy a. d mutual ideals to

Senator Manny Villar

Sea change

fight side-by-side against wnperialist
aggression during the last war.”

We need to remember that the MDT -
was forged 5 years after the end of -

US colonial period in the Philippines.
The “special” relationship was forged
when the the Philippine Revolution
against Spain got conflated with
Spanish-Am :rican War resulting in
the Philippine-American War from
1899-1902. The Second World War
and the Japanese occup: + i would

_provide Filipinos and Am... cans with

a platfor.n to fight together.

A lot has changid during the
68 years that the MDT has been
in operation. The political and
economic positions of both countries
have changed. More significantly,
the global order has been radically
transformed since the 1950's. This

is the reason why there have been
calls for a review or strengthening
of the treaty. >
Philippine Ambassador to the us
Jose Manuel “Babe” Romualdez has
announced that the two countries are
in talks, through the mutual defense
board, to strengthen the 1951 Mutual
Defense Treaty. His counterpart,
outgoing US Ambassador Sung Y.
Kim has said that the US welcomes
the plan to review the MDT saying
that “any document, especially
an agreement that important and
that complicated, always needs to
be looked at very closely as the
circumstances surrounding the
agreement or the alliance evolves.”
This sentiment was most
eloquently propounded by Defense
Secretary Delfin Lorenzana who

urged a review the treaty with
the United States because “the
secuﬁty environment in the region
has become much more complex
since the countries’ Mutual Defense
Treaty was drawn up 68 years ago.
Indeed, a number of developments
have resulted in a sea change in
geopolitics and security.

The MDT was signed during the
ascendancy of American political
and economic might. Today, that
power has become vulnerable with
ascendant nations like China and
Russia ‘undermining its traditional
dominance in the region.

The treaty was signed a couple of
years after the founding of the United
Nations (UN) in 1945 and the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)
in 1949. Today, international politics
experts have noted the decline of
multilateralism and international
partnerships as global frameworks
for trade and finance give way
to state-led regional initiatives

and bilateral deals. The inability
of international organizations to
reach consensus on the economy
and climate change highlight this
transformation.

And while the MDT covered

“an armed attack in the Pacific . ;

Area on either of the Parties” it
did not anticipate the changing

. nature of attacks due to the rapid

development of new technologies.
Cyber attacks on government and
businesses, technolr gy-centered

attacks of political sys :ems, privacy.

and big data issues are some of the
technology-driven “aggressions” of
tre new world order.

So after 68 years, and with
.0 many new develcpments in
the global political and security.

dynamics, it is the right time to

revisit the MDT and see how it can
be more attuned to the times and
orier.ced to the changing relationship
between the Philippine and the
United States.
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Taiwan wants its future to be sustainable

TAIWAN used to be the gatbage

* pit of North Asia. Today it is one
of the cleanest, and greenest in
the region:

It will be a good idea for devel-
oping countries should lock at the
playbook of a once-garbage-ridden
island republic in Asia, which is now
one of the world’s leading recycling
countries. For the most part, being
green is easy. It is sustainability that
has now become a top pority for
_countries aiming to balance bullish
economic development with its
inevitable environmental impact.

More than a couple of decades
ago, Taiwan grappled with a wide-
spread waste disposal problem. Inac-
tion pushed the residents of Taipei
to protest, thus enacting change
through laws and other government
measures. From then on, Taiwan has
become a leader in many aspects,
including green initiatives, Its success
has been a result of effective public
and private efforts.

To better arm itself in its bid
for sustainable development, Tai-

- wan has also adapted the Circular

Economy model, which focuses
on maximizing the resources while
minimizing waste.

According to President Tsai
Ing-Wen, Taiwan’s development
and push for the Circular Econ-
omy demonstrate that economic
growth can go hand in hand with
environmental protection and
sustainability. With the model used
as a guiding principle, the green
mindset has’ flourished in many
other facets of Taiwanese life.

- Aside from strict garbage dis-
posal laws, the Taiwanese gov-
ernment has recently passed
the Greenhouse Gas Reduction
and Management Act, as well as
amended its Ait Pollution Control
Act, with stronger measures to
curtail air pollution and accelerate
Taiwan’s energy transition. Also,
Taiwan has created the National

_Climate Change Action Guide-

lines, which set emission caps and
promote green finance initiatives.
Even in architecture, environ-
mental consciousness permeates.
For one, there’s the iconic Taipei

101, which is considered one of the
wotld’s mostinnovative green struc-
tures. Another architectural marvelis
the EcoARK Pavilion, a three-story

* exhibition hall built with 1.5 million

interlocked plastic bottles instead of
conventional bricks.

Taiwanese corporations have
also found innovative ways to
harness renewable energy and
promote environmentally-friendly
products and policies.

Recently, Taiwan’s Environ-
mental Protection Administration

. (EPA) has lauded green efforts of
' several companies-including Fum

Xerox Taiwan and Taiwan High
Speed Rail,

Additionally, many products have
been developed. to help achieve
Taiwan’s green dream. To further
promote recycling, Taipei residents
are now using vending machines
like iTrash booths to recycle cans
and bottles in exchange for credit
on their transportation smart cards.

Taiwan Excellence awardee
Kymco Motors is also leading.
the electronic motorbike revolu-

tion. The company has developed

‘all-electric scooters powetred by -

swappable batteries, effectively

“improving air quality. Fellow awat-

dee PaperShoot Camera offets a
compact digital camera with a case
made out of eco-friendly paper.
Meanwhile, Deya makes waves
with its backpack line made from
recycled materials including the
Ocean Recycling Roll Function
Backpack, whose fibers are spun

- from recycled ocean waste. There
are 11,000 environmentally-con-

scious stores throughout Taiwan
sold P74.88B (N'T$44.4B) worth
of green products in 2017.

Sustainability has become a
ptiority in Taiwan. It is already
thmkmg years into the future and
continues to develop and sharpen
its green ambition. To witness the
future of Taiwan’s technologies,
check out the following events:
The Taiwan Excellence E-Sports
Cup, October 4-6 in Metro Manila,
and; the Taiwan Expo, November
8-9 at SMX Convention Center
Davao.
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Rainforests and fh’eﬁ‘*ﬁi'fhazoé: q

Economic development
- and the environment

The news of the week for environment watchers is the
extensive Amazon fires. Burning forest lands in Brazil
flashed across TV and has raised alarmed commentaries
about global warming.

Lungs of planet Earth. The Amazon is the world’s larg-
est rainforest area, 60 percent of which is found in Brazil.
The rainforest stretches from the high mountain ranges of
neighboring countries and winds down into the meander-
ing Amazon River valley across the geographic mass of
that country. ‘ i

The rainforest is home
o several million species of

CROSSROADS ;lants, animals and insects

Toward Philippine of great diversity. Such an
Economic and eco-system is important in

- roviding support to the cool-
Social Progress &g of th%: pEx}?\et we live in.

The forest plays an important
role in cleaning the air that we
all breathe and also in cooling
the planet because of its impact
on keeping the cloud cover and
gl » ‘ inducing more rainfall.

i It is a “carbon sink” that
GERARDO P. SICAT helps to suck up the global
s ke - @MiSSiONS, of carbon dioxide

: i coming from industrial wastes
from factories, autos and all gas-emitting engines. By reducing
these carbon wastes, it is crucial to the cooling of the global tem-
perature This carbon sink, therefore, plays the role of breathing
machine in our environment. In this sense rainforests are like
the lungs for planet Earth. :

- Hence, the protection of the Amazon rainfor%eﬁ is critically
important in the fight against global warming. The preserva-
tiog of the Amazo‘r%}ils a real ch%_lllenge not on.Fy for Bli-azil, but
also for the whole world because it is the largest such forest
systeminthe world.

Across the few continents of the world and among countries
where there used to be relatively large forest cover before,
such eco-systems have been in retreat due to over-logging and
extensive conversion to agriculture and careless management
of the environment. j

Growing awareness of environmental issues have, therefore,

‘broughtinto the forefront concerns about the tricky relationsht
of economic activities of man and their effects on the over
eco-system of the whole planet.

Environmentalists stress that the diminution of the rainfor-

est is reaching a very perilous level today.

Economic development, industrialization, land clearing
and population. Throughout human history, man’s economic
activity has used the bountiful resources of nature in order to
produce and consume. i

When the world’s population was very small relative to the
size of the planet, the expansion of human activity hardly made
adenton rie natural resources offered by nature. Nature in its
primeval settings abounded. {

The Industrial Revolution gradually changed all that. For
centuries, man’s progress did not seem to encroach heavily on
nature’s relatively abundant resources.

In some cases, man’s progress led to the invention of tree
plantations to expand the supply of a particular species directly
useful to man’s needs, hence making possible reforestation of
barren lands. So, we have countries today that continue to thrive
in the industry of regeneration through forest plantations.

Even then, plantations represent only an aspect of reforesta-
tion that has inﬁnated}the diversity of nature. Monoculture
of species has led to the extinction of species of fauna and
flora that could not thrive in much-ordered re-invention of
industrial forests. {41 :

Moreover, the general and more dominant drift of contin-
ued industrialization and development was ever-improving
technology that relied on more intensified use of carben fuels -

_toenergize production. .\ o

+ This had the consequence of building increasing ts
of gas emissions in the environment that dxangedtham‘:ce
of the overall eco-system of theworld. =~~~ .
Such reality is what scientists who have studied the world
we live in from many different angles, and working indepen-

. dently, have discovered.

Part of the equation of industrialization’s effects on the en-
vironment was the result of population growth, too. Growth
in numbers overcame stable, low level populations because .
improvements in science and medicine made food and im-
proved nutrition to families.

In turn, however, population growth created more pres-
sure for the opening of land for food production as well as for
other needs. ;

In 1804, the world’s population was one billion people. It
took around 127 years, around 1924, for the population to reach
two billion. Today, the population of the g!obe is estimated at
7.7'113‘hﬂli0n4 ; .

e implication of such a population level on the require-
ment for fgod as well as for ﬁgr supplies of needs can only
be imagined. They are enormous, and they continue.

Technological progress, the engine of human progress, has
kept the production of food supplies at pace with the growing -
E:)rﬁulation. The dire predictions of Thomas Malthus about the

ts of population growth because of the fixity of resources
might not seem threatening anymore. '

But when we focus on the diminution of the world’s rain
forests and the changing environmental balance that appears
to find expression in what we today depict as an effect of
climate change — the experience we call global warming that
everyone talks about — we might yet see a clear Malthusian
outcome nearby.

Back to Brazil’s Amazon. The demand for more agricultural
land in Brazil has increasingly encroached on the Amazon es-
Eeaa}ly since the 1960s. Brazil's international trade has relied

eavily on exports of agricultural products.

The process has not stopped, but it had intense episodes in
previous decades, During the 1990s, it is estimated that an area
equal to the size of Spain had been clear-cut, primarily to make
way for cattle, soybean, corn and other farming.

The current fires observed have been much more intense

lately. Data released by Brazil's National Institute of Space
research indicated that a total of 76,000 wild fires have
observed so far this year and that more than half of the fires
were in the Amazon region. '
: Sucjh information had not escaped the attention of the world,
including world leaders. French President Emmanuel Macron
had said that the G-7 meeting would take up the problem in
its deliberations. ;

* Observers of the intensity of forest fires this year appears
to show a change in government policy, which has opened up
more land for agriculture.

This is currently the state of play. Not only are farmers in
need of more land if only to sustain tg:e level of soil productivity,
but there is a growing need to meet the ever increasing demand
for agricultural food products.

My email is: gpsicat@gmail.com. For archives of previ-
ous Crossroads essays, go to: hittps://www.philstar.com/au-
thors/1336383/gerardo-p-sicat. Visit this site for more information,
feedback and commentary: htép:/fecon.upd.edu.p higpsicat/
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- G0 aids victims of Tropical

Storm Ineng in llocos Norte

LAOAG City -~ Senator
Christopher Lawrence
“Bong” Go headed to
Brgy. Metro Gabu, Laoag
City, Ilocos Norte on
Monday afternoon after
the National Heroes Day
celebration in Taguig
City in the moming to
visit and provide relief
assistance to individu-
als and families affected
by Tropical Storm Ineng.

Thesenatorreaffirmed
his commitmenttoalways
bethereforFilipinosinneed
wherever they are and

wheneverhecantoextend

help and hear their con-
cerns firsthand.

“Kahit saang sulok ng
bansa, pupuntahan ko
“hanggangsamakakayang
aking oras at katawan.

‘Basta may ailan-
ganng aﬁnmg, han-
da po ako para na rin per-
sonal kong v :
kanilang mga hinaing.
Parte poito ng trabaho ko
bilang publicservant,” Go
said. i
“This is a public office
and what I am doing is
Eﬁ“blic service. I will not
imitmyselftobeing aleg-
islator only. Umiikot po
ako sa bansa at bumaba-
ba sa mga komunidad
paramaramdamanngtao
ang serbisyong Tatak Du-
terte,” he added. '
During the visit, Go
joined in the Tlo-
cos:Relief tionsand

‘Seed Distribution at the

Capitol Auditoriumin the

ftig ang’

SENATOR Bongo Joyfully holds an infant during his
visit to give assistance to victims of typhoon Ineng

in llocos Norte.
city.

Accompanying Go

~ were officials from the De-

artment of Agriculture
fDA‘), Department of
Agrarian Reform (DAR),
Department of Health
(DSH), Department of
Public Works and High-
ways (DPWH), Depart-
mentofSocial Welfareand
Development (DSWD)
and otIEer government
agencies, also providing
assistance to the victims,
alongside theaid givenby

the office of the Senator
and supporterswhoshare

the d fhel
ingvicims of calamiic

ow Senator Imee Mar-

cos and Tlocos Norte Gov-

ernor Matthew Manotoc
also accompanied the na-
tional governmentofficials

to grovide help to those
“Dito po sa barangay,
mydalagakongkaﬁaﬁi
ing tulora\fa. Iba naman po
:fung dala ng gobyerno,
ala po ni Pangulon
Duterte, DA, DOH,

' DPWH, DSWD, National

Food Authority (NFA),
National Housing Author-
ity (NHA) at iba’t ibang
yapapong gobyer-
no para matugunan
kaagad tng goangan-
Y caanH pongseecs
e
PO na zero interest. Ang

_ ment o

DOH naman po, may da-
lang medical kits, saman-
talang ang DSWD, may
dalang pagkain, grocery

packs atiba pa. Ang iba’t

ibang ahensya, tulung-tu-
long para may pantawid
5a araw-araw ang mga
biktima. Akonaman gaya
ng sinabi ko noon, handa
po ako maging tulay nin-
yo kay Pangulong Du-
terte,” Go said.

Given the frequency of
calamities and natural di-
sasters that occur in the
country, Gosaid thatheis
pushmg for the establish-

a separate execu-
tive department focused
on disaster resilience to
serve as the lead agency
for disasterresponseof the
government.

“Kaya isinusulong ko
namagkaroon tayong De-
partment of Disaster Re-
silience (DDR) paraiisang
ahensiya na lang ang tu-
fugon sa mga pangangai-
langan ng‘gnatga blkhgma
Mas magiging mabilis at
epektibo po ang pagre-
sponde natin kapag

at holistic ang approach
ng gobyerno,” Go said.

Last month, Go filed -

Senate Bill 205, known as
“Disaster Resilience Act
of 2019”, which seeks to
establish “an empow-
ered, high )
and resPonsive Depart-
ment of Disaster Resil-
ience with clear unity of
command.” .o
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