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planting event.

5,000 tree seedlings planted
at watershed of new Ecija dam

By Steve Gosuico

GENERAL TINIO, Nueva Ecija — Some 5,000 narra
: ogany seedlings were planted on Friday at
the watershed area of the P787-million Upper Tabuat-

and mah
ing Irrigation Project (UTIP) in the vicinity of the

Sierra Madre mountain range during the 8th leg of

the launching of the “Three Million Trees in Five

Years, Adopt A Mountain” program by the munici-

pal government. :

Spearheaded by Mayor Isidro Pajarillaga, the mas-
sive tree-planting activity was held in partnership
with the National Irrigation Administration-Upper
Pampanga River Integrated I.mc'igaﬁon Systems, the
Department of Environment and Natural Resources,
other government agencies, the military, the private
sector, and other staﬁgldm.

Pajarillaga said the united front to re-forest the part
of the town’s Sierra Madre mountain range has already
succeeded in planting over 40,000 seedlings during the
first half of the Fprogram ;

During last Friday’s activity, at least 5,000 seedlings
were planted by some 800 participants in the tree-

Engineer Rosalinda Bote, NIA-UPRIIS ‘d?m"hnmt
manager, said the event’s highlight was the forging of
a memorandum of agreement to plant three million
trees within five years in line with the government’s

- Sierra Madre Greening program and Mayor Pajarilla-
ga’s advocacy and plan to convert the area into “Cen-

tennial Sanctuary Part 2,” similar to a reforestation
Erq‘ec_twhichhe started in Bgy. Rio Chico in 2004 when
e first won as mayor. '

Aside from Mayor Pajarillaga, among the signato-
ries to the MoA wgre ﬂa?res e%:?ive hea;gis andlgrg;re-
sentatives of the NIA-UPRIIS, the DENR, the Rotary
Clubs of Manila and Makati, and the 7th Infantry
Division.

Engineer Jose Ariel Domingo, UPRIIS Division 3
manager, said it was the 8th tree-planting activity at

the watershed area of the UTIP. 7
He said it was actually part of the agency’s plan to
green the Philippines the NIA way, in accor with

the directives of NIA administrator Ricardo Visaya,
‘who was represented by retired Eemra] Ralph Villan-
ueva, a former 7thID commander, now-assigned as
NIA management and security consultant for Region
3, UPRIIS and the Balog-Balog project.
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By Hnar ll. lﬁnuol
Following the temporary closure of some parts of the -

‘ Boracay shoreline after some foreigners allegedly let their

children defecate on parts of the beach, the Department of

Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) said that the

affected areas are now open.

The closure was triggered by a viral video of a foreigner
allowing her child t foul up Boracay waters with human
waste, which led a writies to cordon-off a 100-meter wide
section of the beach in Station 1 on Wednesday.

'DENR Secretary Roy Cimatu announced that the area
reopened on 4 p.m. Thursday after fecal coliform test results
revealed that the waters there were “almost perfect,” said
Cimatu, adding that the “isolated” defecation incident serves
asa “wake—up call” for vacationers.

Undersecretary Benny Antiporda, on the other hand,
revealed that the DENR will ask the Boracay Inter- Agency
Task Force to consider putting up public toilets near the
beach as private establishments might not allow non-paying
customers to use their facilities. :

In line with the incident, Boracay officials on Thursday
said they would step up their information campaign on the
“do’s and don'ts” for tourists visiting the island in the wake

_ of the defecation in incident.

* trash in public places.

i "Ihlsmqw_almuld,serﬂa _ local and foreign
tourists to uphold the g dvocacy for sustainable
tourism and to observe thé*tules P regu]atmns bemg

implemented while enjoying the island paradise,” said Natividad

- Bernardino, director of the Boracay Inter-Agency Rehabilitation

Management Group (BIARMG) in an earlier statement.
Bernardino noted that the BIARMG is considering new
measures for tourists to comply with rules and regulations
in Boracay, particularly the anu-httatmg ordinance that
prohibits littering, urinating, de splthnsw\d ddmpms

“We are planning to give pamphlets through the airline
on the do’s and don’ts on the island especially on the proper

“way to throw garbage and the pollcyagamst defecatlon at

the Boracay beach,” said Bemardmo
The official added that they are also. mullmg the mclusuon

 of other foreign languages for signages against littering,
_smokmg and carrying glass bottles.

“Majority of the foreign visitors areﬁomchmawd South
Korea,” Bernardino noted.

“Considering the great proportion of Ghinese and Korean
visitors relative to the total number of Boracay’s visitors,
we should now perhaps me}ude ﬂte Chinese and Korean ;

languages in the signage, which

only in English” i

carry warnings
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Dagdag na teilet at bantay sa
Bora, iwas-pambababoy sa isla
n AGDAG na public toilet, beach guards at Malay

-Auxiliary Police ang ilan sa mga nakRiRitang
solusyon upang hindi na maulitang ‘beachfront
pooping incident’ sa Isla ng Boracay.

Matatandaang, nag-viral ang video kung saan namataan
ang isa umanong Chinese na babae na hinuhugasan sa
baybayin ang anak nito na dumumi, habang ang isa pa ay
nakitang ibinabaon sa buhangin ang diaper. :

Kaugnay nito, dalawang araw na ipinasara ng Department
of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) ang bahagi
ng Station 1 upang mahanap ang ‘kontrobersiyal na diaper’.

At ngayon nga ay puwede na ulit paliguan ang bahagi ng
dagat matapos lumabas sa resulta ng coliform bacteria level

test sa water samples na nasa safe level ito. 5

Ayon sa pamunuan ng Malay, ARlan, minsan talaga, “ang
tawag ng Ralikasan” ay hindi maiwasan. Kasabay nito ang
paglilinaw na may dalawang public toilets malapit sa beach-
front sa Stations 2 at 3, subalit ipinagiba umano sa pagpasoR

ng Boracay Inter-Agency Task Force. ,

Sana nga ay hindi na maulit ang insidenteng ito 0 anu-
mang uri ng Rababuyan.

Alalahanin natin na minsan nang inabuso ang Boracay

Island at wala tayong nagawa kundi ang magsisi at mag-

hintay na maisalba ito.
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MULING bubuhayin ni katugunan sa epekto nito. mamumuno sa task force. Ang mga miyembro ng  Skills Development Authority
Pangulong Rodrigo Roa - Sa Kabilang dako, kasa- Habang ang agricutture  taskforce ay ang scienceand  director-general, Office of the
Duterte ang El Nifio Task masapinatitiyak ang pagkake-  secretary ang magiging pinu-  technology secretary, defense  Civil Defense administrator,
Force upang matugunan roonng food, water atenergy  no ng food security, ang en- secretary, social welfare sec-  National Food Authority admi-
ang epekto ng tagtuyot sa security, safequard livelinood,  vironment secretary sa water  retary, labor secretary, frade  nistrator, National Irrigation
bansa. at mas maayos na disaster  security, energy secretary  secretary, communications Authority administrator atang
Batay sa nilagdaan ni  andclimate resiiencengban-  para sa power security,  secretary, chairperson ng Philippine Atmaspheric, Geo-
Executive Secretary Salva- sa. : health secretary sa health at National Disaster Risk Reduc-  physical and Astronomical
dor Medialdea na Memoran- Sinasabing si Economic  interior secretary sa safety fion and Management Coun-  Services Administration chief.
dum Order No. 38, nakasaad  Secretary EmestoPemiaang  concems. cil, Technical Education and KRIS JOSE
dito namuling bubuhayinang - T S ] o
task force na nabuo noong ta-
ong 2001 sa ilalim ni dating
Pangulong Gloria Macapagal=
Arroyo.
Nakasaad din ang inilabas
na climate models ng DOST-

PAGASA na ang El Nifio ay
mararanasan mula noong
Hunyo hanggang ngayong
buwan ng Agosto.

Kaya nga, kailangan
umano ng short at long-term
solutions para maliyak ang

TASK FORCE,
LING BUBUHAYIN
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El Nifno

simula

ngayong buwan

MULING binuhay ng
Palasyo ang El Nifio Task
Force upang mapaghan-
daan ang nakaambang
tagtuyot sa bansa.
“Recent monitoring
and analyses of the De-
partment of Science and
Technology-Philippine

Atmospheric, Geophysi-

cal, and Astronomical
Services Administration
indicate that the warm
sea surface temperature

which started in Novem-
ber of last year in the cen-
ter and eastern equatorial
Pacific has fully devel-
oped into the El Nino
phenomenon, ani Execu-
_tive Secretary Salvador
Medialdea.
. Idinagdag niyana base
sa pagtaya ng Pagasa, 75
porsiyento na posibleng
tumama ang El Nino sa
bansa ngayong buwan.
“The recurrence of the
El Nino phenomenon
calls for the implementa-
tion of both short and
long-term solutions to
ensure food, water and
energy security, safeguard
livelihood and improve
the country’s disasterand
climate resilience,” ayon
kay Medialdea.
Pangungunahan ni
National Economic
Development Authority
director general Ernesto
Pernia ang task force.
— Bella Cariaso
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The water towers of Asia

athmandu, Nepal—As our plane made
its final approach to Kathmandu interna-
tional airport, I was awed by the Hi-
malayan mountain ranges that filled the

windows on both sides of the plane. It was a .

reminder that the country is host to eight of
the 10 tallest mountain peaks of the world,
including Mount Everest, of course.

Nepal conjures images of mountain tran-
quility and peace, and indeed it is such a
place. Perhaps even more importantly, the
Himalayas are also called the water towers of
Asia. Melting ice from these mountains pro-
vides life-giving water to close to two billion
people, which is most of continental Asia.

But as the meeting of IPCC (Intergovern-
mental Panel on Climate Change) scientists
began on July 15, that image was shattered by
the looming crisis of climate change, What is
happening to the mountains of Nepal will af-
fect more than their country. As mountain
glaciers shrink because of warming tempera-
tures, the water supply of two billion people is
at tremendous risk. Water scarcity is already
straining relationships between South Asian
nations. As the planet warms, conflicts over
‘water resources may escalate to the point of
actual shooting wars. Loss of Himalayan ice
and snow will also have cascading effects on
global sea-level rise, resulting in submerged

COMMENTARY

RODEL D.LASCO

coastlines on the megadeltas of Asia, hundreds

of millions of environmental migrants and
loss of agricultural lands due to rising coastal
and riverine salinity levels.

In his speech to open the IPCC meeting,
Nepal Prime Minister Khadga Prasad Sharma
Oli highlighted the risks his country is facing
because of a warming planet. I was struck by
the sincerity of his tone as he narrated the
ways in which his country was being battered
as the planet’s climate gyrates toward an
uncertain future.

When we arrived, the monsoon rains had
just started falling, which was good news for
farmers because the rains were a couple of
weeks late. In fact, Nepali scientists have been
observing more erratic weather patterns, as
exhibited by the late onset of monsoon rains.
In addition, disasters caused by flooding are
becoming more common. Scores of people re-
cently died in Nepal because of floods and
landslides triggered by the monsoon rains.

So what of it to us? Indirectly, the Hi-
malayas and Tibetan Plateau greatly influence

the global circulation that affects our weather
and climate systems. Also, the Mekong River,
which is fed by the waters from the Himalayas
and which provides irrigation to rice-produc-
ing countries from which we importrice, is re-
portedly at its lowest level in 100 years.

The struggles of Nepal and surrounding
nations remind us that we share a common
fate with the rest of humanity. The manifes-
tations may differ, but all of us will be affect-
ed by the planet’s rapidly warming climate.

In addition, addressing climate change
cannotbe done by one or a few countries act-
ing on their own. The nations of the world
must band together to keep greenhouse
gas emissions down. At the same time, vul-
nerable sectors and communities must
be capacitated to live and prosper in this
heating world.

As [ headed toward the airport to fly back
to Manila, black clouds were gathering again
over Kathmandu, the weather uncertain. A
premonition of things to come for our planet?

-Dr. Rodel Lasco is an author of several IPCC

reports, including the forthcoming sixth as-
sessment report. He is the executive director
of The OML Center, a foundation devoted to
discovering climate change adaptation solu-
tions (http://www.omlopezcenter.org/).
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Environment arid Natural Resources Office at Verdant Creek, Pamplona 3.

F e

i Ll -
up drive spearheaded by the City

THE.Las Pifias Cily Police Statioﬁ participated in the clean-
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A space
agency—why not?

cience geeks rejoice. Republic Act No. 11363
or the Philippine Space Act, which lays the
groundwork for the country’s space tech-
- nology roadmap in the next decade
through the creation of the Philippine
Space Agency (PhilSA)—the country’s ver-
sion of Nasa—was signed by President
Duterte earlier this month. This makes the
Philippines the sixth country in Southeast
Asia to have its own space agency after In-
donesia, Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam.

PhilSA, with an initial funding of P1o billion spread
over five years, will support research and develop-
ment programs aimed at improving the lives of Fil-
ipinos as well as enhancing the country’s national se-
curity. More importantly, it will organize under one
national agency all space-related activities focusing
on six developmental areas: national security and de-
velopment; hazard management and climate studies;
space research and development; space industry ca-
pacity-building; space education and awareness; and
international cooperation.

Few are aware that space science is not new to the:
Philippines. In the mid-1960s, the government built a
ground satellite station in Rizal and entered into a
joint venture to put up the Philippine Communica-
tions Satellite (Philcomsat). Philcomsat had an exclu-
sive franchise for satellite communication in South-
east Asia, South Korea and Japan, and provided the
equipment that allowed people in Asia to watch the
Apollo 11 launch on July 16, 1969.

Over the past decades, the country has moved for-
ward—though very slowly—in space technology,

* with the help of other countries. It reached a major
breakthrough when in April 2016, Diwata-1, the first
microsatellite owned by the government and devel-
oped by Filipino engineers, was launched into orbit.
As of February 2019, Diwata-1 has captured more than
36,000 images, including that of Manila Bay. The data

using landsat (land satellite) technology helped scien-.

tists analyze the level of turbidity in the Bay and iden-
tify the sources of pollutton. months before the gov-
ernment launched a massive cleanup. Two other
satellites have since been launched after Diwata-1:
Maya-1in June 2018 and Diwata-2 in October 2018.

4

For many, space technology sounds like a lofty—
not to mention costly—idea for a poor country like
the Philippines. “When you talk ahout Philippine
Space program, normally, the first thing that comes to
mind is sending people to space,” said Dr. Rogel Mari
Sese, an astrophysicist and one of PhilSA’s main pro-
ponents, in a TV interview. “What we are more con-
cerned about is bringing the benefits of space tech-
nologies and applications to the Philippines. This can
come in various forms.”

These applications include transmitting signals for
TV, mobile phones and broadband, among others. The
global positioning system or GPS, which is a main
function in smartphones, rely on transmissions from
satellites. And through remote sensing, space science
also has the capability to capture satellite images that
help scientists monitor environmental conditions,
like an approaching storm or the impact of heat
waves. This information is important for farmers and
fishermen, for example, because it helps them decide
when to plant or harvest, or when to go out to sea to
fish. During disasters, it can identify the most affected
areas as well as their accessibility, so help could reach
them sooner. In an archipelago like the Philippines,
this will also tremendously improve connectivity be-
tween islands. Moreover, the technology can monitor,
areas like the West Philippine Sea, a flashpoint for un-
sanctioned activities that have been threatening the
country’s sovereignty.

Before the development of its own satellites, the
country had been dependent on foreign technology,
costing it about P3.5 billion annually just to acquire
satellite images, space communications capabilities
and other space technology applications, said Sese.
But if the Philippines were to run its own national
space program that will fulfill all these requirements,
the cost would be about P2.5 billion.

With its Pio-billion initial funding and more than
1,000 space science experts “ready, willing and able” to
join PhilSA, the new space law should improve the coun-
try’s space technology capabilities and encourage more
young people to pursue space science and related cours-
es as a career—especially now that local schools have
started offering these courses. The Department of Sci-
ence and Technology has partnered with the University
of the Philippines Diliman to offer aerospace engineer-
ing courses this year, while Ateneo de Davao University

started a similar program last year.

Welcome to the Philippines’ space age.
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Tubbataha. ‘We must
build apartments for some

By Alya B. Honasan
@Ing Lifestyle
ne cloudy afterncon last
June, I skipped a dive during
the extended transition trip
from Tubbataha to Batangas
of the Discovery Fleet’s sleek,
comfortable dive boat M/V Dis-
covery Palawan, so Angelique

Songco, the indefatigable Protect-

ed Area Superintendent of Tub-
bata Reefs Natural Park, could en-
trust me to her veteran Marine
Park Ranger Segundo “Seconds”
Conales of the Tubbataha Man-
agement Office (TMQ).

Seconds took the Discovery
Fleet's operations head and
photographer Yvette Lee, pho-
tographer Andrei Voinigescu,
and myself for a quick spin by
TMO speedboat around the lit-
tle strip of land known as Bird
Islet. It was a rare treat, as no

* visitors are allowed within a

hundred meters of the place to
leave the residents in peace.

We got close enough to see-

the seabirds’ new manmade
digs—bamboo structures in dif-
ferent forms, with gradations
like stairs or shelves, and with
several little “units” already oc-
cupied. Although the small for-
est that once existed there was
gone, despite the Rangers’ re-
planting efforts, it was hearte-
ning to see much life—mothers
were herding their chicks along
the beach. “We should build
apartments for some 2,000
birds,” Songco reveals. “We're
about halfway there.”

More will come up as well
on Tubbataha’s South Islet
where the construction of a new
lighthouse, a Coast Guard facili-
ty required for navigation in the
area, was recently completed,
and will help prevent the is-
land’s further erosion.

halfway there

Essential part

The birds are an essential part
of the experience of being in Tub-
bataha in the Sulu Sea, easily the
Philippines’ most important ma-
rine protected area. If you can
tear your eyes away from the
deep, hypnotic blue of the water
and the marine life underneath,
you spot the seabirds—soaring
through the impossibly clear sky,
skimming the glassy ocean sur-
face, swooping down to join the
feast when tuna drive smaller
fish upward.

Tubbataha was proclaimed a

marine park and protected area
by President Corazon Aquino in
1988, inscribed as a Unesco
World Heritage Site in 1993,

‘added to the Ramsar List of

Wetlands of International Im-
portance in 1999, and declared
an Asean Heritage Park in 2014,

In 2015, it was also declared
one of three Flyway Network
Sites in the country by the East
Asian-Australasian Flyway
Partnership, an international
network of partners working to
conserve migratory @seabirds
and their habitats.

That’s because amid these
97,000-plus hectares of sub-
merged reefs, the two islets,
North (also known as Bird Islet)
and South, make up an important
rookery for migratory birds.

In a world where animals’
homes are being destroyed atan
alarming rate, Tubbataha has
been called the country’s “last
great rookery”—among the re-
maining known safe breeding
habitats of six species of
seabirds in Southeast Asia: the
Red-footed Booby (Sula sula),
the Brown Booby (Sula leuco-
gaster), the Great Crested Tern
(Thalasseus bergii), the Sooty
Tern (Onychoprion fuscatus), the

Brown Noddy (Anous stolidus),
and the Black Noddy (Anous
minutus worcesteri).

This subspecies of Black
Noddy, in particular, is signifi-
cant. Its scientific name reveals
that it was one of the birds first
spotted in these parts by noted
American = naturalist Dean
Worcester in 1911. Also, it is
found only in the Sulu Sea.

Therein lies a problem now
facing the people protecting
Tubbataha, specifically the
TMO: Since 2015, the numbers
of birds recorded in the TMO's
annual bird count have been go-
ing down.

In 2016, there was elation
when scientists spotted the

Masked Booby (Sula dactylatra)
during a bird count May 10-14,
2016, the first sighting in 21
years. This bird was last seen in
1995, and was believed to have
become extinct in these parts.
One solitary specimen has since
made its home there.

Other than that, the num-
bers are sobering. Among the
four species of ground breeders,
who lay their eggs on land, only
the Great Crested Terns have in-
creased in number. For the two
tree breeders, who build nests
above ground, the Red-footed
Booby count has steadily de-
creased from 3,492 in 2015 to
1,080 this year. From 8,716 indi-
viduals in 2016, only 2,072 Black
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What happened?

“We've lost a lot of vegeta-
tion over the years,” reports
Songco.

The reason is not that sim-
ple, however. What beach forest
ex1sted on this apprommately 2-
ha strip of, land has been over-
fertihzed-—hi:erally,r degraded
by the constant excretion of a
lot of Red-footed Boobies.

“They hav{p had to leave pre-

“vious roosts in the Sulu Sea,

such as Cagayancillo,” Songco
says. “If there’s a disturbance
where they live, they will search
for new places. We gotan over-

abundance of the specuas, so. in
10 years, the forest was gone.”

Here's where it gets more
delicate. Songco has had to pri-
oritize her focus; as one consul-
tant told her, “We have to take
care of the platinum first, then
the gold and silver after.”

Platinum in this case are the
more endangered Black Nod-
dies, who have no other habitat
in the area but Tubbataha. “The
Booby will survive elsewhere,
but the Noddy won’t.”

A solution, as approved by
the TMO’s avifauna manage-
ment advisor, Manila-based
Danish ornithologist and con-
servation scientist Arne Jensen,
has been quite interesting: to
build “bird apartments” to shel-
ter the smaller Black Noddies,
so they are not displaced, and
can nest and lay their eggs in
peace without worrying about
the bigger birds’ sh-t literally
falling on their heads.

L
"

here every Tubbataha season;
after all, tourism is the park’s
main source of revenue. Under-

water, the reefs again did not

disappoint. In face, in what is
now one of my most memorable
scuba-diving experiences, an 8-
meter whale shark we spotted
at about 30 feet followed our
group to the surface for almost
half an hour of mteraction,
swimming lazily around. It was

_a testament to how the animals

felt safe in Songco’s turf; no-
body here was going to tumth;s
gentle beauty into soup.
Songco says TMO is still ex-
perimenting with the opnmum
design for the bird apartments.
The decline in population tellsa

- bigger story than she can direct-

ly control, however.
“Unless they have a stable

habitat, birds will not return. Bird

habitats have to be protected in
places beyond Tubbataha. This i is
indicative of conditions outside
the park; what happens affects
us, and it’s the threats from out—
side that are difficult to manage
As the birds skimmed the
water at the end of another per-
fect day, we could only hope
that Tubbataha's topside trea-
sures can continue to thrive as
well as their counterparts be-
neath the waves. INQ

Visit www.tubatahareef.org,
www.discoveryfleet.com.
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Imported ‘ukay-ukay
IMPORTED toys and other children’s products
sold in thrift stores or “ukay-ukay” shops (“UK”
for short) may be cheap and look sturdy but not
necessarily safe for children especially if played
without adult supervision,

The environmental and health advocacy group
EcoWaste Coalition urged bargain hunters to take
safety precautions when buying second hand chil-
dren’s products suchas toys, which are sold in “UK”
el et
group warned parents following the exam-
ination of lﬁ‘j: assortelzi children’s products '
bought for P10 to P180 each from “ukay-ukay”
stores in Manila and Quezon cities. T

- Thony Dizon, Chemical Campaigner of
EcoWaste Coalition, said most of the toys sold in
“UK” stores were not labeled, which is against

ublic Act 10620, or the Toy and -Game"Eafe_t'y_
Labeling Actof2013.

They found that as many as 78 toys they bought
contain small parts that may be separated from the
toy. A childmay put the defached foy componentin
the mouth and choke, so a cautionary warning is.
definitely necessary.

Aside from choking hazard, the group alsofound
some ukay-ukay products laden with chemicals
that are dangerous to human health, especially to a
child’s developing brain and central nervous sys-
(Gl T ST [

With the hﬁf of a handheld X-Ray Fluorescence
(XRF) analytical device, the group detected lead, a |
cumulative toxicant that can affectmental and phys- |
ical development, in 13 items, including toy cars, to
figurines, toy xylophone, a mug with a footb,
design and a drinking glass with an image of Peko-

“For example, the yellow, orange, green and bars
of aused toy xylophone had lead content measuring
27, 200; 11,9%; ,673; and 506 parts per million
(ppm), respectively, exceeding the maximum 90
ppm limit for lead in paint,” Dizon said.

The group also found 13 toys, mostly toy cars,
mdth}ﬂéfbromﬁle'cohtentran‘g’:ffrom t04,190
ppm. Eight of these 13 items
ing 1,000 ppm.

“ The bromine found on the black plastic compo-
nent of these toys, which may come from recycled
plastic électronic casings, may indicate the presence
of brominated flame retardant chemicals or BFRs.

BERs such as polybrominated diphenyl ethers
(PBDES) are known to interfere with the endocrine
or hormone system. Other potential effects include
hepatotoxicity (chemical-driven liver damage) and
neurotoxicity (damage to the central and/or pe-
ripheral nervous system). :

PBDEs are among the new persistent organic
pollutants or POPs targeted for global elimination
under the Stockholm Convention, which includes
the Philippines as one of the state parties. :

Though the group advocates recycling, Dizon

bromine exceed-

said nobody wanted to buy and allow theirchildren

toplay recycled and contaminated toys froom abroad
wgcg’ would harm their ‘&hildren’-sy;ell-bem ol
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