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Navotas told: Clean up filthy river

DENR gives city officials until yearend to reduce coliform levels in waterway linked to Manila Bay

By Jhesset O. Enano
@JhessetEnanoINQ .
The Navotas City government
has been given until the end of
the year to clean up the Bangku-
lasi River, which the Depart-
ment of Environment and Natu-
ral Resources (DENR) earlier
identified as one of the filthy
waterways draining into the
heavily polluted Manila Bay.

Environment Secretary Roy
Cimatu ordered the DENR team
in charge of the Malabon-
Navotas river system to “pro-
duce [a] drastic improvement”
by December to reduce the lev-
els of fecal coliform—bacteria
from human and animal fe-
ces—in the bay.

“Cleaning up the Bangkulasi
River ... is an essential part of
the Manila Bay rehabilitation
program,” Cimatu said.

In a meeting with Navotas
government officials earlier this
month, the DENR warned that it
would issue cease-and-desist
orders against establishments
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‘ESSENTIAL PART’ In I:ne w1th the rehabliltatlon of Mamla
Bay, the national government has also ordered the cleanup of
waterways that empty into the bay. —-MARIANNE BERMUDEZ

in the city that lack proper sew-
erage treatment plants (STPs).

One-stop shop
“The Interagency Task Force
[on Manila Bay| will also be pro-
viding the businesses with tech-
nical assistance [in their STPs],”

said Environment Undersecre-

tary Benny Antiporda.

There were also plans to put
up a one-stop shop for business
owners in the city to help them
comply with requirements set
by environmental laws.

Reached for comment,
Navotas Mayor Tobias Tiangco
told the Inquirer that city offi-

cials were “very committed” to
the Bangkulasi River cleanup.

According to Tiangco, An-
tiporda told him during a meet-
ing on Aug. 5 that the stretch of
the waterway between Lapu-
Lapu Avenue and C3 should be
prioritized because it had the
highest concentration of fecal
coliform.

Tiangco said they would
start by clearing the river of
boats, floating houses and
sunken vessels since these
were the source of garbage
found in the waterway.

He added that they would
also coordinate with the
Navotas Fish Port Complex so
that boats could dock at Manila
Bay instead.

The next move, Tiangco
said, would be the removal of
sunken vessels in the river.
However, the city would need
financial assistance and equip-
ment like cranes in dredging
and removing the vessels.

The DENR has set an ambi-
tious target to make Manila Bay

safe for swimming and other
public activities by yearend,
mainly by bringing down its co-
liform contamination to ac-
ceptable levels. |

High coliform levels

Before the start of the reha- |
bilitation program earlier this |
year, the highest fecal coliform |
level recorded in the bay was at
330 million most probable ‘
number (MPN) for every 100
milliliters. The acceptable level |
for recreational water is 100 |
MPN per 100 ml. |

Recent samplings, however, |
have shown reduced levels in
several drainage outfalls, after |
the DENR clamped down on es-
tablishments discovered to be
dumping untreated wastewa-
ter directly into the bay.

The closure of Manila Zoo,
which was earlier identified as
a major polluter, also con-
tributed to decreased levels of
contamination in Manila Bay.
—WITH A REPORT FROM NIKKA G.
VALENZUELA INQ
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DENR wants Navotas to be model

city via river cleanup, rehab|||tat|on

g Department of Environment
I andNatlualResources (DENR)is
eyeing to put up a one-stop shop
forbusinessesin Navotas Cxtyasﬂ:gears
up to clamp down on erring companies
thatviolatevarious environmentallaws.
~ TheDENRsaidordersto cease-and-
desist would be issued to erring com-

panies that will require them to seek

new envifonmental permits.

The agency's Environmental Man-
agement Bureau—Nat:onal Capital Re-
gion Office and the North Field Office
will help expedite the processing of

_environmental permits.

This will ensure that there will be
no disruption of business activity in
the area once the rehabilitation of the
Bang,kula___isxver oneoftheimportant
water bodies that directly drain into
Manila Bay, begins.

~ This after Environment Secretary
Roy A. Cimatu has given the green

 light for the DENR to begin the river's

rehabﬂxtgt}_on :}nd wants it done _l_)y :

|

December this year.

Cimatu,itwaslearned, wantsNavo-
tas City to be a model city with law-
abiding businesses as development
partners, through the rehabilitation
of the Bangkulasi River. Part of the
Malabon-Navotas River System, the
Bangkulasi River is an essential part
of the ongoing Manila Bay rehabilita-
tion program, the DENR said.

So far, a DENR team has been as-
signed to the river system to “produce
drastic improvements by December
this year” in order to reduce the fe-
cal coliform levels in Manila Bay by
yearend, accordingtoa DENR official.

The team would “aim to prevent
more wastes from flowing into the
river system before cleaning it."

Duringa meeting, Unders ecretaxy

" BenjaminD. Antiporda informedlocal

officials that the DENR willbe issuing
cease-and-desist orders aga.mstestab—
lishments that have no proper sewage
treatment plants. Jonathan L. Mayuga
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DENR TO 1SSU

By Jhesset O. Enano
@]JhessetEnanoINQ

1

The Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources
(DENR) will soon come out with
an administrative order that
would impose a three-month
moratorium on waste-related
imports, following the long-
standing  controversies
waste imported by the country.
The order, expected to be is-
.sued within the month, would
also implement a P3-million se-
curity bond for every permit is-
sued to importers, which could
cover potential export expenses
should violations be found in
the scrap materials shipped
from other countries. ;
 Environment - Undersecre-

tary Benny Antiporda said the

on -

‘moratorium would cover recy-
clable materials, including scrap
metals, plastics, electronic

" waste, used oil and fly ash. At

present, these are allowed to
enter the country through a
DENR administrative order is-
sued in 2013. :
“We need to. come up with
safeguards on the importation
of recyclable materials,”
tiporda said in an interview.
The moratorium period, he
said, will allow deliberations
among government agencies,
industries and other concerned
parties on crafting long-term
policy for accepting scrap mate-

rials, which mostly come from

rich countries.
“We have to take into con-

sideration as well the industries -

that beneﬁt from these waste-

NEED FORSAFEGUARDS

 TEMPORARY ORDER AGANS

An-

T WASTE IMPI]RTS

We have to take into consideration as
well the industries that benefit from
these waste-related imports

Benny Antiporda

Environment Undersecretary

relzﬁed imports,” he added.
Antiporda said processed
engineered fuels (PEF) would

_also be covered by the order. In
May, shipments from Australia

containing these materials were
intercepted at a port in Misamis
Oriental province.

These materials were re-
portedly going to be used in ce-
ment production.

Calls for stronger policies
concerning the illegal entry of
waste came after President
Duterte lashed out at Canada
for its delay in taking back the

—

2,500 tons of trash wrongly-de—
clared as recyclable scrap when
it was shipped to the Philip-

pines some five years ago.

- garbage elsewhere, _
" countries in Southeast Asia.

S

been pressuring wealthy coun-
tries against dumping their
including

The containers, which
were leftin the country’s ports
for much of that time, were
found to 'contain household
garbage, including used adult
diapers, unsorted plastics and
electronic waste.

Similar waste imports were
found to have arrived in the
country from other parts of the
world, including South Korea
and Hong Kong. '

In response to the Duterte
administration’s call to ban for-
eign waste, the Bureau of Cus-

Greenpeace Southeast Asia-
Philippines has pointed out the
“pattern of misdeclaration, fal-
sified documents, fake business
and loose regulatory systems”
that allow the illegal entry of
garbage into the country.

EcoWaste Coalition also
called for the country’s ratifi-
cation of the Basel Ban Amend-

~ment, which would prohibit the
export of hazardous waste
from rich countries to develop-
ing nations for any reason, in-
cluding recycling.

) toms has formed a unit to mon- Top waste exporters were
itor the entry of such haz- identified as the United States,
ardous materials. United Kingdom, Germany and

Environmental groups have INQ

Japan.
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Boracay, visitors
ged to obey rules

Section of 4-lulometer beach reopened after ‘toilet’ incident

Stressing it was “unhappy and
offended” over the video of a
tourist allowing her child to
defecate on a beach on Boracay
Island, Malacanang on Thurs-
day called on visitors, foreign-
ers and Filipinos alike, to fol-
low the rules and regulations in
the recently rehabilitated tou-
rist destination.

Presidential spokesperson
Salvador Panelo also called for
the installation of more re-
strooms and portable toilets
where visitors can relieve
themselves while on the is-
land’s pristine beaches.

“It’s a violation ... Of course
we are not happy about that.
It's unsightly. We're supposed
to be cleaning it up, then some
people are messing it up. It's
not good,” Panelo told a press
briefing.

~ He added: “Whether it was
a Filipino or a [foreign] tourist,
it's offensive to the sight. It's
nota good scene.”

Viral video
The Palace issued the state-
ment a day after the Boracay in-
teragency task force closed a
100-meter span of the 4-kilome-
ter white beach at Station 1 at
the northern end of the island to
pave way for a cleanup. Swim-
ming in the area was also tem-
porarily prohibited. ;
Earlier this week, a video
clip of a tourist allowing her
child to defecate on the beach
went viral on social media. It
showed the woman washing

ALERT A man puts up a sign to alert visitors that a 100-meter
span of Boracay Island’s 4-kilometer beach has been closed for
cleanup after a video of a mother allowing her child to defecate on
the beach went viral on social media. The area was opened on
Thursday afternoon. —PHOTO FROM FACEBOOK PAGE OF BIARMG

her child's buttocks and even

burying a soiled diaper in the

sand.

But on Thursday, the, area .

was reopened to the public af-
ter test results showed the

water quality there was with-
in normal levels of cohform
bacteria.

- Natividad Bernardino, gen-
eral manager of the Boracay In-
teragency Rehabilitation Man- .

agement Group, sa1d Environ-
ment Secretary Roy Cimatu di-
rected the reopening of the area.

An ordinance of Malay

 town prohibits defecating in

public places. The offender in
the Boracay beach incident has
not yet been caught.

Info campaign
The incident came more
than a year after President
Duterte ordered a six-month
closure and rehabilitation of
Boracay in April 2018. The is-

- land reopened in October.

Panelo urged the putting up
of more restrooms and por-
talets, noting that “you have
nowhere to go if you are on the
beach and you want to relieve
yourself.

“We also have to help out
our tourists,” he said.

Bernardino said the Depart-
ment of Tourism would dis-
tribute leaflets to foreign
tourists and visitors giving in-
formation on prohibited acts
while on the island.

Dionisio Salme, chair of the
business group Boracay Foun-
dation Inc., said business oper-
ators promised to enhance
their information and educa-
tion campaign among their
guests.

“We also ask tour operators
and tour guides to fully explain
to their guests to follow strictly
the envirbnmental laws and

rules on the island,” he said.

—REPORTS FROM JULIE AURELIO AND
NESTOR BURGOS JR. 'INQ
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Boracay pooping incidént—slammed |

Malacafiang was offended by
the incident where a Chinese
tourist allowed her child to def-
ecate in the waters of Boracay,
saying the government is working
hard to clean the place but there
are people who mess it up.

Presidential spokesman Salva-
dor Panelo made the statement
after a video of the incident went
viral on social media last week.
Another incident seen on video
was another tourist burying the
poop of her child on the island's
white sand.

Panelo said they are not happy
and offended by the incident.

"Siyempre, we are not happy
about that. Hindi naman magan-

da rin ‘yun. Kasi we're supposed.

to be cleaning it up pagkatapos
some people are messing it up,"
he said. "Kahit na Filipino ‘yun.
Whether Filipino ‘yun o tourist,

it's offensive to the sight. It's not
a good scene," he added.

Panelo said that the act was an
obvious violation and the people
in the video can be held liable.

"Well, there are rules and regu-
lations in that place. So everyone
is expected, whether foreigners
or Filipinos alike, tourists, what-
ever, they have to follow rules and
that obviously is a violation. That
will be a subject to administrative,
rather, suits," he said.

"If there is, for instance, an
ordinance prohibiting those kinds
of actions then they will be
sanctioned by the local authori-
ties. Eh, kung may ordinance na
ganoon, 'di baka idemanda sila o
baka may fine pa," he added.

The Palace official reminded
tourists in the Philippines to obey

- the country's laws. "So we would

advise them to... if they are here

in the Philippines, they have to
follow the rules,” Panelo said.

Panelo suggested that the man-
agement of Boracay install por-
table toilets near the beach area
to help the tourists when they
get the call of nature. "Maybe
we should ask also the Boracay,
whoever are responsible for that
place, to have available restrooms
all over," he said.

“'Pag gustong mag-relieve
yourself, parang wala ka ring
mapuntahan kung nandoon ka sa
beach. Kailangan siguro merong
mga portable restroom there.
Kailangan din, tulungan din na-
tin yung mga turista natin,” he
added.

Boracay was closed for six
months to undergo rehabilitation
after President Duterte called the
island a “cesspool.” It reopened
in late 2018. (Argyll Geducos)
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intensified dos and don’ts in Boracay

ed information campaign on the “dos
lﬁdfm' tou.gats visiting the world-famous
of Borapay will be intensified in the
of virz beadvfronRtegopmg incident
ter-Agency bilitation Management
3IAL G) Director Natividad Bernardino said
theyare ow looking into a video circulating on social
media involving two female foreign nationals—one
allowinga child to defecate in Boracay's waters and the
other burying a used diaper in the white sand.
“This move should send a strong message to local
and foreign tourists to uphold the government’s advo-
? for sustainable hounsm and to observe the rules
an reg\ﬂahons bein; plemented while enjoying
the island paradise,” dino said
Accordmg to Bernardino, the BI.ARMG is consider-
ing some m!w measures to help tourists comply with

= !lq‘

the rules. a.qd tions in Boracay, Earh ly the
anti-li that prohibits: urinat-
mg,, defecatmg, spltu.ng and du.mpmg trash ir public :
”We p 2 to give pamphlets through tﬁe
irline d don’ts on the island, especially
on th rcper way to throw garbage and the policy

- Cimatu gave instructions to cordon off the bea
- The area was temporarily closed for

er beachfront pooping incident

against defecation at the Boracay beach ¢ Bem'atdmo
said.

Bernardino said alsq{glanmng the inclu-
sion of other forei the signages in-
sta‘lled atﬂlebea ont agamstht&enng, smoking and

g of bottles. :
”Ma]on of the foreign v:mtors are from China
and Sout']:::1 o said. ;
“Consi enngﬂ:\e great proporhon of Chinese and
Korean visitors relative to the total number of Bora-

cay’s visitors, we should now perhaps include Chinese

and Korean languages in the sxgna , which present-
ly carry warnings only in Bernardmo said.
Records from the Mala unicipal Tourism Office

(MMTO) showed that out of the 619,934 tourists who
visited Boracay from ]anuary 1 to April 15 this year,
357,041 or 57 percent were foreigners, ma}onty of
whom were Chinese and Koreans.
In the morning of Aug. 14, DENR Roy |
area in Station 1 where the viral video was taken. -
for48

swimming
water ql.mhly tests show safe levels for
Cory Martinez

hours or

human contact.
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Dugyot na Tsino sa Bora di nakakatawa—Palasyo-.

KAILANGANG pa—
panagutm ang mga Chi-
nese national na
nakuhaan ng video ha-

 bang binababoy ang Bo-

ayon sa Mala-

Sa isang bneﬁng; sin-
abi ni Presidential
Spokesperson at Chief
Presidential Legal Coun-
sel Salvador Panelo na
hindi nakakatawa ang

mga nangyaring insidente

ng pagdudumi ng mga

Intsik sa Boracay.
"Well, there are rules
and"regulanons in that
place. So everyone is ex-
pected, whether forelgngr
or Filipinos alike, fourist,
whatever, they LQ
follow. rules and thamab

viously is a vmlatlon, 50
they will be subject to

suits,” aniya.

Nag-viral ang ‘1sing
video ku.n.g saan makiki-
.tang hinuhugusan ng
isang Chinese ang anak sa
dagat matapos dumumi
samantalang isa pa ay
nakitang nagbaba on ng
ginamit na dla%er sa

fbuhangm ng 1sla —-Beﬂa
Cariaso
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ong a_-]un.\'ull. sumbor
o tulong ito ang pagkakataong
inyong boses, sumulat lam:
AN SISON at ipadala sa Bu
i Bldg. 5. Juezon Avenue, Quezon City o

B mag
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SECURED - The green sea turllo'l nutlng ground In Buenavista town Is uﬂmul hy the CENRO tnm Tlouhy (Photo from Nasipit

CENRO)

‘Glant sea turtle s nesting ground found in Agusan

NASIPIT, Agusan del Norte— A team
from the Nasipift DENR-Community
Environment and Natural Resources
Office (CENRO) on Tuesday found
a nesting ground of the endangered
green sea turtle ( Chelonia mydas sp.)
at the coastal village of Sacol in Bue-

nay ta to , Agusan del Norte.

ﬁcar Aluaﬁdx‘a Buiser or-
dered the team to protect the 80 eggs

“left by the giant neptlle on the beach.

“Yes upon receiving that report I

immediately instructed the head of the
wildlife section in my office to ensure
the safety of the marine eggs on that
beach from predators, “Buiser told
Manila Bulletin on Wednesday.

A group of fishermen who went to
fish at dawn stumbled upon a hole on
the beach and dnscovered it contained
turtle eggs.

The fishermen said they saw the
turtle crawling back to the sea, appar-
ently after deposmng the eggs on the
beach.

It was the second turtle s nest that

the fisherfolk in tpe coas'ralwllagefound
this year. e

_ “Perhaps, this could be the season
wI(ere the glant turtles are coming
back to the beach to lay their eggs,”
Boiser said. “The area should be de-
clared a protected nesting site for the
sea turtles,” She lauded the fishers for
informing the authorities of the turtle
nest, “otherwise those eggs could have
been eaten by stray animals i in the

‘area and worst, the eggs could have

been consumd by men for a breakfast
ea] ”n Fy)
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' BALANGA WETLAND AND NATUREPARK

BIHI]WATGHINE PARK NOW AN ECOTOURISM ZﬂNE IN BATAAN

CITY OF SA:N FERNANDO—
The B: anga ‘Wetland and Na—
r ) NNP) in ; yublic ‘Act No.

birds af different species, is
now an ecotourism zone that
offers livelihood opportunities
to resments

ecotounsm zone

: park £
11365 that‘ declared that part of Dep tn
the coastal area at Bara:;gay We

the emnronment, ; sa1d Bataan

ral Resources, DOT, Depart—
ment of Public Works and High-
way, and the Tourism Infras-
tructure and Enterpnse Zone
Authority ;
. . The ark covers 153,578
square ‘meters of mangrove
forest and 187,500 sqg. m of

',flaw‘ﬁves BWNP prion-
ty development by the Depart-
ment of Environment and N atu-

foreshore Iand., A least .80 :

gpe{!ia‘sja o : migmtory
buds.hav be ._g‘eeorded- in
the glage,_vﬁﬂclﬁ-f faces the
Mani Bay.

. Since _o:,g,Ba]angaleasbeen
holdmg*the annual “Ibong Dayo
Fesuval” Toﬁrrrlomu INQ.
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WVELThe guilt-free pleasures
of wandering and exploring, The
sound of crashing waves. The picture
of a glorious fiery sunset. The sand
sinking beneath your toes. The sea
of clouds and fresh mist coming
from a mountain top. The mix of
scents and tastes of both exoticand
native cuisines. The sight of intricate
architecture and indigenous art.
Traveling is more intrinsic and
natural to us humans than com-
monly perceived— setting forth
into distant lands as early as
the first human migrations in
continental Africa, and navigat-
ing across rough open oceans by
the Spanish conquistadors. We
humans have been traveling and
exploring both land and sea as
early as 60,000 to 70,000 years
ago, and still traveling to this
day, albeit for disparate societal
and personal reasons. Though
undoubtedly, the rise of travel has
led to a booming industry in itself:
tourism. An industry across differ-
ent nations that has led to great
socioeconomic opportunities
— providing livelihood, leisure
and pleasure, infrastructure and
businesses, intercultural exchange,
and an unprecedented increase in
globalization. According to the
Philippine Statistics Authority,
tourism measured in terms of the
tourism direct gross value-added
(TDGVA), or “value added of
different industries in relation to
tourism activities of both inbound
and domestic visitors in the coun-
try,” contributed about P2.2 tril-
lion, or 12.7 percent to the annual
gross domestic product (GDP) of
the Philippine economy.
Tourism has never been as
popular as it i today, much more
accessible than we could ever
have done in the 21st century,
from the surge of low-budget
airlines and the advancement of
technology. Digital maps, lan-
guage translators, food sugges-
tions, cameras and tour operators
could now all fit in your pocket

— that was all impossible just

We need more

‘eco’ in ecotourism

INTO THE
WILD

GAB MEJIA

20 years ago. And with' the rise
of a'new age in digital media,
from Instagram posts in a white
sand beach to a Facebook album
of your friend's family vacation
in a different country, the call
to travel has never been more
enticing. Indeed, tourism could
be perceived as an inherently
beneficial industry for both the
sociocultural and economic sec-
tors of a country. Some hidden
irreversible consequences, how-
ever, have recently come to light
when it becomes just too much.

Overtourism has led to the"’

severe degradation of moun-
tains, coasts, beaches and for-
ests, where prominent nature
destinations are now filled with
litter and trash, and where once
pristine forested trails have
been eroded by the relentless
footsteps 'of hikers. Mountains
have been burned, and wildlife
disturbed. This rising issue in
tourism asks the question: where
do we draw the line between
socioeconomic development

. coming from tourism, and envi-
ronmental conservation? I read

a recent investigative report in
the National Geographic Maga-
zine about “hidden stories” of
the wildlife tourism industry,
where animals such as Asian
elephants, tigers and sloths are
being exploited in developing
countries like Thailand and
Brazil to provide livelihood for
local communities. A myopic
view, however, could make a
hasty judgment against these
communities, because the larger
picture shows an unfortunate

reality regarding the dispar-

ity in nature conservation pro-
grams and sustainable tourism
industries that leaves room for
exploitation by capitalists and
businesses. Movements and
new business models, however,
are finally starting and becom-

ing more proactive in finding

innovative solutions to address
this disparity between the ever-
growing tourism industry and
environmental conservation.
One example in the Philippines
is Eco Explorations, which is a
sustainable tourism company
committed to conserving the
Philippines’ natural and cul-
tural heritage and biodiversity
through a low-impact, nature-
based, immersive ecotourism
experience for people. Another
is Masungi Georeserve, which is
an international award-winning
conservation project committed
to protecting the Sierra Madre
through inclusive livelihood
programs and tours with indig-
enous people who once lived
there — an inclusive program
that does not only protect the
naturally rich landscapes and
biodiversity of the Philippines,
but has also evolved new, “dis-
ruptive” models in the fight for
the rights of indigenous tribes
when it comes to contentious
governmental projects.

Today, it would be easy and
convenient to follow the trend
when it comes to tourism and
travel. Everyone is going here, ev-
eryone is taking photos there, so
why not follow suit. Even though
there is nothing inherently wrong
with the desire to travel to such
popular and over-touristed places,
because one cannot deny the
beauty and allurement of nature.
But we should still be mindful
of the places we travel to — to
have intent and to embrace new
disruptive models that not only
supports the local tourism in-
dustry but the preservation and
conservation of nature. I remem-
ber with fondness many people
sharing their dream vacations in
nature places, but that dream trip
will remain a dream if we don't
have nature in the first place.

Email: jgbmejia@gmail.com
Www.instagram.com/eahmeiia
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AN Engongot mdsgenous man balances on a yanfok vine as he crosses frcrn one tree to anctherin Dtpaculao Aurora, whlch is part of the Engongot swidden farmlng

Partners In conservation

This is consonant with the DENR’s vision of inclusive conservation to protect

the country’s biodiversity

Indigenous peoples (IP) in the Philippines are
ncreasingly involved in the national conversation
ibout protecting and conserving the Southeast
Asian country’s key biodiversity areas, thanks to
support from the United Nations Development
2rogramme (UNDP).

It is estimated.that some 85 percent of these
weas are home to indigenous communities, who
ive in direct contact with nature and who have
he traditional knowledge and skills to protecr, the
mvironment.

But a combination of nnsustamable tourism,
soorly planned infrastructure development
ind the erosion of indigenous leadership
n conservation have meant that

many habitats are under threat and biodiversity
could be lost.

In 2017, Philippine Association for Inter-Cultural
Development Inc.’ (PAFID) came up with this
figure by comparing the data from the National
Commission on Indigenous Peoples (NCIP)
on approved certificate of ancestral domain
titles (CADT) and existing claims from IP
communities with the remaining forest cover

data of the Forest Management
:\f Bureau of the Department of

! iron and Natural
Environment ura.

Resources (FMB-DENR).

This figure suggests that governance by IP
communities is instrumental in protecting and
conserving the remaining natural forests of the
Philippines.

These areas are Indigenous Peoples and Local
Communities Conserved Areas and Territories
(ICCA). ICCA may be sacred spaces or ritual
grounds such as sacred forests and mountains,
indigenous territories, and cultural landscapes
or seascapes,

Indigenous peoples’ rights have frequently
been overlooked in conservation efforts, but since
2010 UNDP has been working with 16 indigenous
communities in the Philippines to delineate

boundaries and map precious écosystems, inventory
resources, and document indigenous knowledge,
systems and practices.

In 2016, the DENR, in partnership with the
NCIP, launched the UNDP-supported, and Global
Environment Facility-financed Philippine ICCA
Project. The project is working to strengthen the
conservation, protection, and management of key
biodiversity sites by institutionalizing ICCA.

The DENR through the Biodiversity Management
Bureau has been implementing projects to support and
recognize the governance and management of ICCA
in partnership with the UNDP-GEF. This is consonant
with the DENR's vision of inclusive conservation to
protect the country’s biodiversity.
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DENR, NutriAsia bring ‘Refill Revolution®

Another refilling station was set up in a barangay in Bulacan on July 18 as part of
the Refill Revolution campaign of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR) and its partners, including condiments maker NutriAsia Inc., to reduce plastic
consumption in the region.

Residents of Barangay Caingin in Bocaue were able to buy NutriAsia products, such as
Datu Puti vinegar and soy sauce, at much lower prices by bringing their own containers
1o the designated refilling station.

Refill Revolution aims to promote environmental protection by encouraging households
to recycle their clean plastic bottles instead of disposing them right away. The initiative
was launched by the DENR's Environmental Management Bureau (EMB) in Region 3 during
the Earth Day celebration in Guiguinto, Bulacan, in March 2018.

According to EMB Central Luzon Director Lormelyn Claudio, the campaign is a practical
solution to plastic pollution. [t helps “cut back on plastic production, consumption and
packaging and translate to less air and water pollution.”

“Decreasing the amount of waste created by disposable packaging will be a very dif-
ficult task, but with the implementation of these different refill processes across Central
Luzon, later on replicated in other regions, it may still be possible,” she said.Claudio
recognized the contributions of LGUs and companies in raising awareness of the refill
concept and its benefits to the environment.

Claudio noted that NutriAsia was among the first companies to express full support
to the campaign. “We hope that this recycling program becomes bigger than a one-day
event. We hope NutriAsia can have more refilling stations in the future, and that they will
be able to participate in our future events as well as similar events as Refill Revolution
gets replicated by local governments and establishments,” she added.

Since its launch last year, Refill Revolution has gained the participation and support
of LGUs and at least 2,000 residents of Bulacan, Pampanga, and Bataan.
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. water concessionaire to avert another
 water supply crisis in the future, as

well as ensure that consumers will not

' be unreasonably charged, presidential

"spokesman and chief legal counsel

e |
By Kristina Maralit

There may be a need for. a third .

Salvador Panelo opined. -

The Malacafiang official made the
comment following the recent order
handed down by the Supreme Court
(SC) for the government's Metropolitan
Waterworks and Sewerage System
(MWSS) to impose fines of P921,464,184

c ass act Presrdent Duterte’s versatlle spokesman Sal Panelo provides the best voice literally for the Chief Exe

_with private concessionaires Manila
Water Company Ine. and Maynilad Corp.
for their noncomphence mth the Clean -
‘Water ‘Act,. T wke R

* “They've earned so much overthe 1%
_years they have gypped us with so 5 5t
much billions. So, it's only timely . -
and right for them to returnthe -
money,” Panelo said during
his appearance in the Daily
Tribune’s “Straight Talk.,” = ¢

MWSS, Manila Water, and -
Maynilad were supposed
to provide wastewater

Turn fo page A2

E inside the

A se
“One of
person ind
chamber bu
% away after t
source said,

De la Ro
that only a:
Left-leaning
the hearing,
member of
Thy

e preferably in beitine sentimental song.

They've earned so much over the years, they»have gypped us Wlth S0

much billions

'5".“: %
Sk

From page A1

treatment facilities and connect all
sewage lines in all establishments and
household to a sewerage system. They,
however, were found to have failed to put
up the needed: treatment facllit1es and
sewage lines. £S

Compliance could have convertad_
wastewater into bilge water that can be

discharged back into the environment and
be used for bathing, washmg, and toilets,
among others.

Said fines cover the pe);md of 7 May
2019, five years since the Cl¢ san Water Act
took effect up to the day th gh Trlbunal
relea.sed its decwon
~ In an earlier exclusive mtemew with
the Daily Tribune, President Rodrigo
Duterte said water concessionaires Manila
Water and Maynilad have been “duping”
consumers for a long time since both do
not have water treatment facilities but
they still collect fees for these*through the

monthly bills.
Mr. Duterte said the ublic can even sue
both private firms for "'plnnder since they

have been collecting fees for s semces ‘that

they do not prowde

i

8
VAR

service it Qeservaa

It could have also ol
impact of the long El Nifio spell felt in
the country several months back when
millions of consumers expenenced
days a.nd even weeks of water supply
mterruption

Those hardest hit were estabhshments
and households being serviced by Manila
Water in the eastern parts of Metro
Manila and some towns and cities in R1za1
province.

Panelo said maybe it is time for a

third water utility player, just like in
the telecommunications industry, to be
considered to ensure the pubhc gets the

Those hardest-
and honseholdg. servleéd by s

m’ﬂ{-{‘ ‘%{o % ‘- ‘7 bt

“Maybe it's time. It's needed to stop that
foolishness,” he expressed.

He also lamented the “ridiculous”
prowsions in the contracts entered

into by the government with the water

concessionaires which he said triggered
the President’s order for all agreements
between the. 'state fﬁid*pﬁ?ﬁte entities to

A AN

establishﬁlem

 concession agreements with water distributors

be placed under thorough review.
: ~ What'’s water then? b

“Well, there is a provision there that...
for the purposes of reading that contract,
water is not deemed to be a mineral. Can
you imagine that? It’s not a mineral,”
quipped Panelo.

“Number two, the President read a
provision there which says that up to
20... I think 20 years, we will be paying if
they don’t make profit. If they don't make
money, we will be paying them forever or
something like that. That’s what a.ngered
the President,” he added.

Maybe it’s time. It’s needed to stop

‘Mr. Duterte since then has approved
a draft “master plan” for an “integrated
approach” for a long-term solution to water
supply problems also being experienced in
other parts of the country.

The blueprint aims to conduct a review of

and cooperatives, address problems on
sewerage and sanitation, irrigation, flood
management, and watershed management.
It also seeks to reconstitute the National
Water Resources Board into a body that
will be responsible for policy making,
direction-setting and the integration of all
government efforts involving water.
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GOTCHA

JARIUS BONDOC

Isko Moreno simply'fixing
{s_fbroken windows’

Manil

ilipinos marvel at new Manila
F Mayor Isko Moreno because he’s

a magician. All he did was hose
down dirty roads, parks and markets.
And presto! In the process he curbed
street chaos and bureaucratic sleaze,
and is making the national capital liv-
able again.

Isko is only fixing Manila’s “broken
windows.” “Only” makes it seem so
easy. But a million and one blights de-
mand attention. The city is so rundown
by decades of neglect. Racketeers and
squatters abound. Isko will need to
remold the thinking of Manilans.

“Broken Windows Theory” holds that
an epidemic of disorder is the result of
little untidiness left to fester. American
sociologists James Q. Wilson and George
Kelling in 1982 likened it to a building’s
broken window. If unrepaired, passers-
by will think nobody cares. Soon vandals
will break more windows and trespass.
Trouble will spill out to the street. Citi-
zens will avoid the area. Thugs will take
over, peddling drugs, mugging, and
murdering. Conversely, fixing the bro-
ken window at once spreads the spirit of
neatness. People notice. Other buildings
are spruced up. The district prospers.

The theory was put to test in the
New York City subway system in
the 1990s. Hired as transit author-
ity consultant, Kelling invited fel-
low believer David Gunn to run the

multibillion-dollar upgrading. Part of

it was confronting vandalism. At night
street gangs spray-painted graffiti on
the coaches, but Gunn had them all
scrubbed cleaned and fresh for the

next morning’s run. Months later,

their “masterpieces” never seeing the
light of day, the vandals gave up. Then

Gunn took on the fa_xe—l;gatéré whom

the police, busy with serious crimes,
 thought too minor. Gunn worried that

‘if riders jumping the turnstiles went

_unpunished, then more would try to

-~

‘get away with it too. They’d sneer, “If
they don’t pay, why should I?” Disre--
spect for rules would reign. William

‘Bratton, head of the transit police,

| made sure not a single broken window,
“in the form of fare-beaters, was left

unfixed. Plainclothes lawmen made

- a show of arresting the toll jumpers.
1 In the process they discovered: one in
' seven arrestees had a pending warrant,
and one in 20 illegally was carrying a
firearm. Noticing the fare cheats being
nabbed, subway muggers stayed away.
Mayor Isko too unintentionally
‘unearthed crimes. On his first week in
office he evicted illegal street hawkers
from the Divisoria-Santa Cruz accesso-
ria districts. Their littering and traffic
clogging had to end once and for all. To
Isko’s surprise, he was offered P5 mil-
lion a day bribe —P150 million a month
or P1.8 billion a year - to let them stay.
It turned out that a syndicate involv-
ing barangay, city hall, and police of-
ficials were involved. Huge amounts
were collected from the vendors in
exchange for illegally occupying the
streets and sidewalks. Through the

_ysears sub-rackets had evolved, rang-
ing from illegal water and electricity
connections for the stalls, to unlicensed
permanent constructions. A monopoly
even made a killing renting out para-
sols, plastic stools, and folding beds to
the hawkers.

The flushing out of the syndicate
led to the dismissal of crooked public
supervisors. The prosperity is palpable.
With illegal vendors gone, vehicles
started moving. Engine emissions and
noise lessened. Shoppers and legitimate
storeowners began to breath easy. Police
foot patrols increased, along with tour-
ists. Pickpockets and panhandlers disap-
peared. Barangay councils and police

' precincts in other districts of Manila felt
compelled to follow suit. '

“Broken Windows Theory” is cred-
ited in part for the decline in New

.York City’s crime rate during Rudi
Giuliani’s mayoralty. With Bratton el-
evated to police commissioner, the duo
took a zero-tolerance approach to low-
level offenses, including public drunk-
enness. Eliminated were the notorious
squeegee men, who ostensibly washed
the windshields of cars stalled in traffic
but actually extorted cash. Societal and
individual attitudes changed due to
conscious constant tidying up, noted
science journalist Malcolm Gladwell in

his bestseller “Tipping Point.” Other
factors contributed: the crack cocaine
- epidemic had declined, the economy
‘perked up, and youth offenders found
gainful work or simply grew old so
turned away from crime. -
_ Perhaps noticing Isko’s success,
- President Rody Duterte has ordered
- anationwide clearing of public roads.
Interior Sec. Eduardo Afio is to sus-
pend and indict local government ex-
 ecutives who fail to comply. Laggards
shall be assumed to be in on rackets.
-Pilot replication area is Metro Manila,
where traffic congestion is worst.
. Asuthorities would do well to study
“Broken Windows Theory.” They cannot
lg;;:th’e smallest infractions go unfixed.
 That includes illegal parkers, sidewalk
-encroachers, park hobos, drugged street
 children, reckless jitney and tricycle
ivers, jaywall:‘:ers, and litterbugs. If
successful, they can then take on build-
qé?t;ners with no parking bays, land-
gl;df:bets, and river polluters. Health,
sanitation, and environment would im-
prove. Manila Bay and other waterways
would be rehabbed. ‘

- The concept is plain: neatness un-
- dercuts crime. :

Sl * * *
' “Dede-Land”, Hotdog De-Dennis
Garcia’s primammary painting exhibit,
unstraps breaststrokes of his favorite
imagined female body part. Aug. 19-
30, at Art Center, 4th Floor, SM Mega-
mall, EDSA, Mandaluyong.

* * *

Catch Sapol radio show, Saturdays,
8-10 a.m., DWIZ (882-AM).
Gotcha archives: www.philstar.com/
columns/134276/gotcha
*

I ———
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akan airport

HE government must encourage the
construction of a new modern airport to

Ire

lace the Ninoy Aquino International

Airport that has long outlived its usefulness.

Increased domestic and foreign
flights have recently overwhelmed
NAIA, given its limited space and
runways, resulting in air traffic
congestion and delays in the arrival
and departure of planes. Plans to up-
grade NAIA may not suffice to meet
the increasing number of both local
foreign air passengers. Such upgrade
can only be an interim solution and
does not offer a viable, long-term an-
swer to airport congestion.

The proposal of conglomerate San
Miguel Corp. to construct a new air-
port in Bulakan, Bulacan province
appears to address the physical limi-
tations of NAIA. The Department of
Transportation just issued the notice of
award to San Miguel, which has pro-

posed to build the P734-billion Bula-
can International Airport project just
north of Metro Manila.

The department, in giving the go-
signal to San Miguel, noted that the
new airport would help decongest
NAIA, while providing the traveling
public a world-class facility and con-
nectivity options. The new airport,
as promised by the proponent, will
be a modern facility that will hope-
fully transform the sleepy town of
Bulacan into a bustling metropolis
and a new gateway to Metro Manila
and northern Luzon provinces.

San Miguel has tapped the services
of global firms Groupe ADPi, Mein-
hardt Group and Jacobs Engineering
to design and build the New Manila

International Airport, All three
companies were involved in build-
ing world-class airports, including
Changi Airport in Singapore, Atlan-
ta Airport in the US and Charles de
Gaulle Airport in France,

The new airport can be a cata-
lyst to the development of more
infrastructure projects in Cen-
tral Luzon, The NMIA, for one,
will include the construction of
an 8.4-kilometer tollway that will
connect it to North Luzon Express-
way in Marilao, Bulacan.

Moreover, with a design capac-

ity of 100-million passengers an-

nually and airside facilities with
a configuration of four parallel
runways, the airport is expected to
boost the tourism potential of the
coastal town and neighboring mu-
nicipalities. A

The new airport, in sum, will cre-
ate new economic activities in the
Bulacan stretch of Manila Bay, and
greatly decongest Metro Manila,
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1Ec0-warr|ors

" Schools in ‘South Africa have been
demgnatmg students as “gco-warriors”
as part. of an initiative supported.by ﬂg 5
UN Development Programme (UNDP); to.
drlva emrlronmental and climate change
awareness a.mong the young and old in
their co,mmunities

The youthful warriors have supported
l'llbblsh clean-up campaigns around their
schools, ehmma.tmg over 1000 illegal dumping
sites.

" Other students have established
agricultural cooperatives and learned how

to farm,sustainably in the face of the effects
of climate change and the degradatwn of the
| elm:onment &

Recognizing the power of youth to
facllitate pomtive change, the Global
Envuomnent Facility’s (GEF) Small Grants
Erogra.m (SGP) supported a climate ehange
awareness project driven by a Durban-based
youth group, Future Leaders of Change
(FLC) — a non-profit organization that
mobilizes youtlt ‘and brings awareness of

_the effects of climate change to schoc)IS'
and. cogxmunities
p W'th SGP support, FLC implemented the
ate Change ! ‘Warriors Project (CCWP).
3 Ta.rget.mg ym;th specifically, the project
almedtb conduct climate change education and
awareness programs/campaigns; coordmate

endure fight

vs climate change

'. ehmate change. ‘adaptation t‘.ramings for the

~ local communities (specifically in sustainable
agri Mture@.np reforestation); a.miubridge the
mformatwmgap between expe;ts;and local

- communities.

The project was ma.ugura.ted by hostmg
a climate change summit with 300 youth in
attendance, and showcasing their work on

' climate change and greening initiatives.

* These warriors play an important

role in keeping their schools
environmentally- friendly

Subsequent]y eCO-WAITIOTS Were identlﬁed
_in each scho ol to drlye environmental
_awareness initiatives in their communities,

The eco-warriors chosen were from schools
with preexisting FLC collabora.tions' each
'school has five such warriors who represent
 the school in environmental programs and
recruit other learners within the school.

" These warriors play an important role in
keeping their schools environmentally-friendly,
and perform clean-up cmnpmgns inand around
their schools.

As part of the CGWP FLG supported
communities and schools in ‘semi-urban,
rural, and urban areas, organizing five clean
up campaigns and elumﬁatmg illegal‘ﬁibhsh

dump sites.

AS palt of the Glimate Change Wamms Project, FLC supported communrtlesand schoois n, = |
sem|~urba ,Tu
areas, organlzeef fiverclean up 1 up campaigns to eliminate illegal rubbish dump sites. I'!l raI and urbzin

UN PHOTO
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_ carry out the natural process (of

-PUEBLA, MEXICO—Trees are
one of the best things we have
to clean the Earth’s air, but
they have certain drawbacks:
they need time and space to
grow.

Enter the BioUrban, an arti-
ficial tree that sueks up as
much air pollution as 368 real
trees.

Designed by a Memcan
startup, the towering metal
structure uses microalgae to
clean carbon dioxide and other
contaminants from the air, re-
- turning pure oxygen to the en-
vironment.

Measuring 4.2 meters tall
and nearly 3 meters wide, the
device looks something like a
cross between a tree and a post-
modernist high-rise, with a
steel trunk that radiates rising
bands of concentric metal.

Photosynthesis
“What this system does,
through technology, is inhale
air pollution and use biology to

PHOTOSYNTHESIS FACTORY!
The BioUrban 2.0 air purification

photosynthesis), just like a
tree,” says Jaime Ferrer, a
founding partner in BiomiTech,
the company behind the inven-
tion.

Mexicans know a thmg or
two about air pollution.

Mexico City, a sprawling ur-

ban area of more than 20 mil--

lion people, regularly grinds to a
halt under air pollution alerts,
triggered by emissions from the

_ capital’'s more than five million

cars, its polluting industries and

even the nearby Popocatepetl .

volcano.

- Not competing with trees
Ferrer says the company’s
goal is to help such cities achieve
cleaner air in targeted ar-
eas—those used by pedestrians,
cyclists or the elderly, for exam-
ple—when planting large num-

bers of trees is not an option.
Worldwide, an estimated 7

~ million people die from expo-

sure to air pollution each year,
according to the World Health
Organization.

system installed in Puebla,

AHTIFII}IAI. TREES

“We decided our job was to
not just stand by and let people
keep dying,” says Ferrer. ;

Launched in 2016, BiomiTech
has so far “planted” three trees:
one in the city of Puebla in cen-
tral Mexico, where it is head-
quartered; one in Colombia; and
one in Panama.

It has a contract for two
more in Turkey, and projects in
the works to install them in
Mexico City and Monterrey in
northern Mexico. ;

A BioUrban typically costs
about $50,000, though the final
price varies depending on the
site.

The company has malnly

sold them to local governments

so far, though private donors
are providing the funding in
Monterrey, an industrial hub
that is also no stranger to air
pollution.

Each tree weighs about one
ton and cleans as much air as a
hectare of forest, the equiva-
lent of what 2,890 people
breathe in a day.

The project is reminiscent of

. another launched by a German

firm in 2015, the “City Tree,” a

giant, vertical square of moss

that also uses photosynthesis to
clean the surrounding air.

Not a replacement
~ Perrer insists that the idea of
the BioUrban is not to replace
real trees but to complement
them in areas where planting a
forest would not be viable.

“They can be used in high-
traffic areas, transportation ter-
‘minals, where you can’t just
plant a hectare of trees,” he told
Agence France-Presse (AFP)..

“The system isn't going to
end air pollution in Mexico City.
But it can alleviate the problem
in high-traffic areas.”

Mana Jose Negrete, 21, who
goes to university near the spot
where the first tree was in-
stalled, is a fan.

“It uses technology to help
the environment. That's what
we need right now,” she said.
—AFP

Mexico, carriesout a process of
photosynthesis using live algae,

doing the equivalent to what
368 natural trees woul_d do. —arp
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c L ’ M AT E M E E T Australia’s Prime Minister Scott Morrison (fifth from right) pose for a group phato with

other leaders of Asia Pacific nations during the Pacific Islands Forum in Tuvalu. AFP PHOTO

NZ, Pacific nations backr
‘tougher climate actions

TUVALU: Néw Zealand Prime Minister
Jacinda Ardern backed Pacific lead-
ers’ calls for urgent action on climate
change, ramping up pressure on
Australia to overhaul its stance on

global warming.

Australia’s Scott Morrison amved
ata meeting of Pacific island leaders

in Tuvalu with Canberra's regional

leadership in question amid intense

scrutiny of his government's climate
change policies.
Wealthy Australia has long domi-

" nated the Pacific Islands Forum

- dotted around the vast Pacific ocean.

(PIF), an 18-member grouping con-
sisting mainly of small atoll nations

But its role is in doubt after

" leaders of the low-lying nations

questioned in recent days whether
Australia’s climate-sceptic leader is

" .committed to curbing a problem

they see as a fundamental threat to

their survival. - ,
‘Ardern joined the chorus after

touching down at the PIF meeting,

further isolating coal- producmg

Australia.
. “New Zealand 'will do its bit
and we have an expectation that

‘everyone else will as well... Australia

has to answer to the Padific, that's a

- matter for them,” she told reporters.

Greenpeace campaigner Joseph
Moeono-Kolio said Morrison's
government appeare&*intent‘ on

watering down the summit's com-

'M

munique, due to be issued ’Ihursday,
which is set to demand urgent action
on climate change.
““Australia is poised to become the
par;ah of’thp Ba;lﬁc;\’ hesaid. Moeo-
'~ no-Kolio said among*ihaaneasures
deemedﬂnaccgplable byAus alians

were calls to ban new coal and
set a timeframe for phasing out use
~of the carbon-emitting fuel.

“Scott. Momson tJlas done the

- exact opposne of what the leaders:

of the Paelﬁc have asked Australia
to do and placed Pacific communi-
ties on the frontlines of the climate

_Crisis in an even more precarious

position,” he said.

“Morrison’s callous indifference to

the plight of Pacific islanders suggests
he has no problem sacrificing entire
nations for the short-term profits of
his backers in the coal industry.”
Morrison has staunchly defended
Australia’s ‘climate record, insisting
the country will meet its 2030 emis-
sions reduction target set under the
2015 Paris Agreement. -
He also announced an A$500
million ($340 million) pagkage this
week, with funding drawn from Aus-
tralia’s existing aid budget, to boost
climate resilience in the Pacific.
‘Australia and New Zealand re-
portedly persuaded PIF leaders to
~ weaken the language in their com-
munique four years ago ahead of the

landmark Paris climate talks. AFP
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