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'PAG-UKULAN NG PANSIN ANG
CRITICALISSUENG MARINE

RETARY CIMATU SA RSEAN

PLASTIC POLLUTION

PINAALALAHANAN ni Envi-
ronment Secretary Roy A. Ci-
matu ang mga environment
ministerna huwag :
pag-ukulan ng pansin ang kri-
tikal na isyu ng marine plastic
pollution sa ginanap na Asso-
ciation of ast Asian Na-
tions (ASEAN) Ministerial
Roundtable Discussion on
Clean Air, Health and Climate
sa Makati City noong Hulyo
24-25,2019. .

Sa kanyang Welcome
Message, sinabi ni Cimatu na
lima sa ASEAN member-
states ang pinagmumulan ng

-plastic pollution sa mga kara-

gatan sa buong mundo na
siya ring may pinakamataas
na marine plastic litter concen-
tration, B

1
{3

Ayon sa Science maga-
Zine, noong 2015, kabilang sa
mga bansang tinawag na
world's worst plastic polluters
ay ang lndonesia,’_{wemam.
Thailand, Malaysia at ang Pi-
lipinas. 133

langang magkaroon ng pag-
ttmxlungargﬁat agarang solus-
yon ang rehiyon upang matu-

gunan ang marine plastics

sapagkat mayaman ang
ASEAN region %mg{im.‘
,pa-._sa't_-_

biodiversity" buk
pa on nito ng strategic

maritime zone,

Sabi i i, ket

 Ugnay-ugnay ng air pollution,

"After all, plastics have

carbon footprint, too, and bio-

accumulation of microplastics

may have impacts to human

health," sabi pa ni Cimatu.,
Nangako naman ang en-
vironment ministers at senior

officials ng ASEAN member

states na palalakasin nila ang
mga initiative upang mabig-
yan ng solusyon ang patuloy
na paglala ng air pollution
Upang mapigilan ang 0.60C
 pagtaas ngtemperature sa ta-
ong 2050. Sa. i
disyon ng hangin at mapipigi-
lanang "premature deaths" at
* pagkasira ng mga pananim
kadataon. g

Ang mga pangakong ito

ay tugon sa mensahe ng

"roundtable discussion” kung

saan tinalakay ang pagkaka-

health at climate. Tinutukan din
dito kung paano mababa-
wasan ang short-lived climate

* pollutants (SLCPs) katuladng.
black : :

carbon, methane, tropo-
spheric ozone at hydrofiuoro-
carbons na labis na nakaaa-

pekto sa kalusugan at isa rin- §

dahilan ng global warming.
Bukod dito

din ang pangangaiangan na
makagawa

 makagawa ng pinagsamang e :
- planoparasacimate change ~ & e e NG L
" (Pholo credit to markcemayo, washedup2)

atairpollution upang matukoy

nito ay mapabubuti ang kon-

ang pinakaangkop na aks-
yon para rito.

Nagkaroon din ng reko-
mendasyon ang ASEAN
Countries na palakasin ang ti-

-Natawag na "nationally deter-
mined contributions" (NDCs)
nanakapaloob sa Paris Agree-
ment kabilang na rito ang
mga sumusunod: mitigation
of SLCPs; integration of air
pollution and climate change
mitigation; alignment of climate.
change and air pollution poli-
cies by 2030.

Kasama sa pagpapabuti
ng NDCs ang operationaliza-
tion of appropriate and coun-
try-relevant measures on air
quality na nabanggit sa "Re-
part on Air Pollution in Asia

- and the Pacific: Science-

based Solutions." Tinukoy rin
sa ulat ang 25 hakbang pa-

ra magkaroon ng malinis na

hangin at ang magandang
maidudulot nito sa human
health, crop yields, climate

- nagement Bureau (DENR-
co-hy

change at socio-economic de-
vebpment.j ;
_Ipararating ang mga
napagkasunduan sa round-
table discussion sa United

mit na gaganapin sa darating
na Setyembre 23 sa New York
City at sa iddraos na High-
Level Officials' Mesting of the
Asia-Pacific Regional Forum -
on Healthand Environmentsa
Setyembre 27-28,2019.
Isa ang Pilipinas, sa pa- _
mamagitan ng Depariment of
Environment and Natural Re-
sources-Environmental Ma-

lang inisyatibo at pananaw
para sa global climate action,
clean air and health.

‘—_%___
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Poor to suffer most
with death penalty
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December deadline for

Bangkulasi River cleanup

Navotas business owners should proactively coordinate with officials

and offer-solutigns:when needed

Environment Secretary Roy Cimatu has
set a December deadline for the cleanup
of Navotas City's Bangkulasi River, one of
the polluted water bodies that drain into
Manila Bay.

“Cleaning up the Bangkulasi River, '

which is part of the Malabon-Navotas River
System, is an essential part of the Manila Bay
Rehabilitation Program because the river

system directly empties into the historic .

bay,” Cimatu pointed out.

The former Armed Forces chief ordered
the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) team assigned to the river
system to “produce drastic improvements
by December this year” in order to reduce
the fecal coliform levels in Manila Bay by
yearend. :
~ The team, according to DENR

Undersecretary for Solid Waste and LGU
Concerns Benny Antiporda, would “aim to
prevent more wastes from flowing into the

river system before cleaning i, "

“We are planning to use some interventions
to prevent wastes from coming back to the
river,” Antiporda said during a meeting with
local officials of Navotas City on 5 August.

In that meeting, the Environment official
disclosed that the DENR will be issuing cease
and desist orders against establishments that
have no proper sewage treatment plants or
STP.

However, he was quick to explain that
the clampdown was “not about destroying
the economy of Navotas, but about waking
them up to say that Navotas is a model city.”

“The Inter-Agency Task Force will also

“be providing the businesses with technical

assistance to help them come up with
solutions on how to go about with their
problems on STP,” Antiporda said.

Unlike in Boracay where businesses had
to wait for months before they could operate
again, he stressed that business owners in

MRS T E —foiel

Navotas could “proactively coordinate with
the service providers and offer solutions
when needed.” ‘

“The DENR really means business when
it comes to environmental protection,”.
he pointed out, “Once the DENR is able
to effectively deliver its message, other
establishments surrounding the area will
take proactive steps to ensure they will not
be affected by the issuance of cease and
desist orders.” ;

Antiporda said that a one-stop shop
for Navotas business owners will be
set up to help them comply with the
requirements provided under
various environmental |
laws.

- The Environmental
Management
Bureau-National
Capital Region
Office and the DENR North
Field Office will also help
expedite the processing of
environmental permits by
businesses, he added. JG
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- Cimatu assures
clean BangkuIaSI
River by December

ENVIRONMENT Secre-
tary Roy Cimatu has set
the deadlinein the clean-
up of the Navotas City’s
Bangkulaslihv?eisbyDe-'
cember.

Bangkulasi R:lver is

“one of the filthy water
bodies that dram mto :

Manila Bay.
"Cleanuig up the

Bangkulasi River, which
is part of the Malabon-

Navotas River System, is
an essential :
Manila Bay bilitation
Program because the riv-

er system directly emp-

ties into the historicbay,”

Cimatu said.
A team has been as-

 signed to clean the river
_ System and to "produce:

part of the

drastic improvements by

‘December this year” in
 order to reduce the fecal

coliform levels in Manila

 Bay by yearend.

DENR Undersecre
for Solid Wasbe and
Concerns yAnt

 da said the DENR wi
 issuing cease and d&s]st

orders against establish-
ments that have no prop-
er Sewage Treatment
Plants(S'I%s) Heclarified

 that the clampdown was
“not aboutdestroymgthe :

‘economy of Navotas.”
~ lJoeldela 'I'on'o
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ﬁngkulasi River rehab set

The Dapartment of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR) is
hopeful that the Navotas City’s Bang-
kulasi River, one of the filthy water
bodies that drain into Manila Bay, will
see drastic improvements by the end
of the year.

“Cleaning up the Bangkulasi River,
which is part of the Malabon-Navotas
River System, is an essential part
of the Manila Bay Rehabilitation
Program because the river system

directly empties into the historic
bay,” DENR Secretary Roy Cimatu

out. -
He ordered the DENR team as-
signed to the river system to "pro-
duce drastic lmprovements by De-

cember this year” in order to reduce
the fecal coliform levels in Manila Bay
by yearend.

- The team, according to DENR
Undersecretary for Solid Waste and
LGU Concerns Benny Antiporda,
would “aim to prevent more wastes
from flowing into the river system
before cleaning it.” i
~ “We are planning to use.some
interventions to prevent wastes from
coming back to the river,” he said. .

- Antiporda also disclosed that
the DENR will be issuing cease and
desist orders against si?bllshments
that have no proper sewage treat-
ment plants (STPs.) (Ellalvn de
Vera-Ruiz)
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mmmmmmmmm
level sa Manila Bay sa katapusan ng taon.

| 9 grupo na mahadiangan ang pagpasok ng basura sa nasabing
iogbﬂgomummm

E ang R ng cease and.desist orders laban sa m

i hindi maayos ang sewage treatment ‘
Nfllnaw ni Annpordanaang kanilang ginagawaay,hlndi
| panggigipit para masira ang ekonomiya ng siyudad bagkus ito

/ |/ala na sila ay isang modelong lungsod.

B Ayon pa kay Antiporda, mm‘“@"hﬂgﬂaﬂﬂgmgﬁ
| regosyante sa Navotas City ay makipagtulungan sa mga ser-
P hoeprovideratmagbngayngkalutasan kung kinakailangan,

dahil sa paglabag sa environmental laws.
own'l::ﬁ;'mvotas(}ﬂydnm Mdﬂgm
Upang ng

1 lnamnamnglaﬁnangmmngDENRpanderabga i
8 'sa nalurang river system na magpakita ng malaking pagbabago |

Ayon naman kay DENR Undersecrstary for Solid Waste |
wmemnmummmmmm i

Swumnmmsammmmmam

avwmmutmmmmmmcﬂvwm :

buwan bago muling nakapagbukas ang mga establisimyento :
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Boracay statlon 1sinara

 sa pag-ebak ng turista

ISINARA - mga awtoridad ang bahag1 nﬁ Bo-

Island nitong Miyerkol

hanggang 72 oras na pag Hiie
ng :fjldente ng 1:>agdmmkal ng_lb i

ampasigan, ayon urism
Bemadetga Romuloj-rgu s g
Kasunod ito ng vldeo ng batan%pma-

ng station 1 ng ram
wang babawas ng b%ta ay unakpan%x;ﬁfg
ito ng magulang.
Ayon kay magbawal niya ang
langoy sa nasab at m]agyan ng
upang hind? paﬁ” ha-
bang nililinis

Inatasan dm ng kahh]m si Boraca Inter-

agenﬁ; Rehabilitation Group General Mana-

tividad Bernardino na hanapin ang

Chinese u masam ito |
pang pahan ito ng

tunstang
kaso sa paglabag sa environment o
Sa umiiral na Anti- thtenngLawngbayan
ng Malay, Aklan na si ya‘zlglualmkasa]mp
ng Boracay, pinagbaba
pagcimra sa pam|
Nggng ?ktubre 018 lamang
ang Boracay matapos isara ng anim na uwan
upang sumailalim sa rehahlhtasyon ng sewage

&

anspasduml,pasr'
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Authorities warn public vs ‘eating catclt frmilwatérw‘hay

after tests show high levels of toxic chemicals, colit'orm

By Jhesset O. Enéno
@JhessetEnanoINQ

Just thls once, it woﬁld'be better
to let the “big fish” get away, es-
pecially if it came from Pa51g
River.

Netizens have been caught

‘up in a fish frenzy after pho-

tographs of gigantic dory,
tilapia and catfish caught in one
of Metro Manila's major bodies

- of water cuculated recently on

Facebook.

But while authormes hailed
these as new signs of life in the
river once declared as “biologi-
cally dead,” the Pasig River Re-

habilitation Comml.ssmn (PRRC), _
on Wednesday cautioned the

public against eating the fish
taken from its waters.

The warning was issued af-
ter laboratory tests conducted
by the PRRC on some of the
fish showed alarmingly high

amounts of toxic chemicals
like lead, mercury and chromi- .

um. ‘ !
On top of these, the samples
also tested positive for over-

whelmingly high levels of fecal

coliform—bacteria  from hu-
man and animal feces
. Efforts rewarded i )
The efforts of PRRC and oth-

er stakeholders to restore Pasig

River to its former glory have al-
ready paid off.

In 2009, a biodiversity as-
sessment carried out by the
Department of Environment

LOOK BUT DON'T EAT Though considered a S|gn that the
previously biologically dead Pasig River has come back to Ilfe
the fish taken from the waterway should not be eaten,
according to authorities. —~PHOTOS COURTESY OF PASIG mvz-:n
REHABILITATION COMMISSION

and Natural Resﬁurceé showed
that eight species of fish had
already returned to the river

‘after just a decade of rehabili-

tation.
Fwe of these were exotic,

il Al

two were native while the
Manila sea catf:sh or kanduh
was endemic.

- Despite these ﬁndmgs anal-

yses showed that the fish re-

mained unsafe for human con-
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Public warned vs eatfén{g'
fish from Pasig River =

The Pasig River Rehabilitation
Commission (PRRC) has warned the
public from consuming ‘fish caught
in Pasig River due to high levels of
pollutants in the water body.

A three-kilogram tilapia (Oreo-
chromis niloticus) with a length
of 20.5 inches, was caught by
PRRC in Estero de San Miguel
last month.

PRRC subjected the tilapia for tis-
sue analysis and test results showed

high level of toxic heavy metal

chromium, while there was low con-

centration of fecal coliform, arsenic,

cadmium, mercury, and lead.
"Since the tilapia caught in Estero

de San Miguel at San Rafael Bridge is

. estimated to be more than two years
old based on its length and weight,
it is assumed to have accumulated
relative amounts of contaminants
depending on the existing conditions
and water quality,” it said.

"Due to the presence of con-
taminants in the fishes collected, the
PRRC would like to inform the public
that deliberate and large consump-
tion of the fishes in the Pasig River

System may pose health risks in due
time,” PRRC warned.

"It is highly advisable to prevent
any conduct of contact recreational

activities and consumption of fresh- -

water organisms until further notice
once sufficient and comprehensive
scientific research has been made,”

it added. ] .
In February 2019, PRRC, through

its Environmental Management
Division, conducted a fish sampling
collection and tissue analysis in four
different areas based on reported
abundance of fish caught in Pasig
River, )

The species of fish that were col-
lected using fish nets were kanduli
(Manila sea catfish), tilapia (Nile tila-
pia), banak (mullet), and bugaong
(grunter). These were collected in
Napindan Channel, Guadalupe Ferry
Station, Santa Ana Ferry Station, and
near Manila Bay. 3

Based on the tissue analysis re-
sults, the samples caught in all four
stations have exceeded the permis-
sible limit of fecal coliform. (Ellalyn
de Vera-Ruiz)
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Smkhole 'threatens South Cotabato village

Bureau regmnal pfﬁce, said the smkhole : Agustm said the affected area is located
. was ﬁrstreportedlastyeanbut the villagers, in the mountams on the borders of Lake
i 'KORONADAL CITY, South Co-  most of them T'holi and Manobo tribesmen, Sebu, Maxtum, Sarangani and Palimbang,
“tabato-Local disaster officials have  ignored the evacuation advisory. Sultan Kudarat
ordered the evacuation of e e
families in Barangay Ned, Lake Sebu,
South Cotabato, after a 200-meter—
wide sinkhole threatened to swallow
up houses.
Rolly Duane ‘Aquino, opet'atlons :
chief of the Provincial Disaster Risk
Reduction Management Ofﬁce said
residents in sitios Eldolog, Tuburan,
Polosubong, Klanta and Tawang
Dagat in Barangay ed have been
ordered to leave.
He said vﬂlage and local ofﬁclals
are looking for safer ground where the
affected residents can be relocated.
Ariel Agustin, superv1smg ge-
ologlst of the Mmes and Geosciences’

P A
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* THE state-run Sodial Security System (SSS)'
and the Department of Environment and

Natural Resources (DENR) signed a Memo-

randum ofAgreement on June 11, formal-
izing the 858 membership of 450 job order
workers at the DENR's central office.

Under the agreement, job order workers
will be registered in §SS as-self-employed
members, while the DENR, as a’ic';gllectin'g

partner, will remit their monthly $SS contri-
butions through a salary-deduction scheme

as part of the KaltaSSS-Collect Program. -
58S President and Chief Executive Officer
Aurora lgnacio expressed optimisfi:n in the
partnership that will not only increase SSS
membership but also provide more workers
‘with Social security protection. - B

' "Govemmmt job order workers are not cov- -

due to their employment status. Through the

KaltaSSS-Collect program, they will be covered

by the SSS, and avail themselves of the System'’s -

benefits in times of contingencies.” Ignacio said. -
As SSS miembers, they will be entitled to

benefit programs being offered by the pension

fund in times of sickness, maternity, retirement,

‘disability, death, and funeral provided that they
meet the qualifying conditions of each benefit.

Aside from benefit programs, the pension fund

also offers loan programs such as salary, calamity,

housing, educational, and pension loans.
The SSS and DENR's agreement will be

replicated in other DENR regional offices -

and branches nationwide. -

ered by the Goverment Service Insurance System.

- — JMUﬁﬁ%Ujg-

- W 5SS Large Accmmts Division Vice Presidentand

Account Management Group Concurrent Acting
 Head Antonio Argabioso and DENR Assistant

 Secretary for Human Resource Development and

Legislative Affairs Joan Lagunda during the MOA -
ENR Compound, Visayas

signing held at the DENR
Avenue, Diliman, Quezon City.




115 B 1 [ 1
PER PAGE1 BANMNER EDITORIAL  CARTOON
Ar]/ | STORY STORY

PAGE LOWER

sssmpmmnend | NTTTATIVES
————— SERVICE
i

) \\: STRATEGIC
: & COMMUNICATION
J— e d

15 AUG 2019
TLE MGEI,"/1' e

.I" N -"- . e ‘.‘. : B o AR T -n-l X e e ,‘ - i
& ol |~ e S B e A P e A L X

MP FIRE An earth-moving equipment scoops up a mound of trash in an effort to put out a fire that hit a section of an industrial zone in Misamis Orien'tal where importe

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

d garbage has been stored.
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11-HOUR BLAZE

KOREAN TRASH AT MISAMIS
INDUSTRIAL ZONE BURNS

By Jigger J. Jerusalem
@inquirermindanao

CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY—A
portion of the 5,177 metric tons
of trash from South Korea stored
at an industrial zone in Tagoloan
town in Misamis Oriental pro-
vince caught fire on Monday, but
Bureau of Fire Protection (BFP)
officials said the blaze might
have started spontaneously.

Inspector Randy Obsioma,
chief of the BFP Tagoloan sta-
tion, said the fire might be due
to the presence of methane gas
emitted by the pile of garbage
inside the compound of Verde
Soko  Philippines Industrial
Corp. at Sitio Buguac in Baran-
gay Santa Cruz.

The heat, Obsioma said,
could have triggered the fire
that started as early as g a.m., al-
though it was reported to the
BFP only at 1:45 p.m. or almost
five hours later.

Obsioma said residents liv-
ing nearby already saw smoke
coming from the Verde Soko
yard, where the heaps of
garbage had been stored, earlier
on Monday but they ignored it.
A farmer even went inside the
compound to bring his cow to
graze, he said.

Probe

The residents were only
alarmed when the smoke got
bigger, Obsioma said. )

Located inside the 3,000-
hectare Phividec Industrial Es-
tate, Verde Soko’s waste recy-
cling operation has not taken
off as the trash shipment from
South Korea that would have
been used as raw materials for
its facility had been seized by
authorities for violating im-

portation rules.

More than 6,500 MT of most-
ly plastic waste have been
brought into the country in two

batches last year. About 1,500

MT had been shipped back to
South Korea in January this year.

The imported trash has be-
come an object of controversy,
with.  environmentalists and
politicians lamenting that the
Philippines has become a dump-
ing ground of rich nations.

Misamis Oriental Rep. Juli-
ette Uy has sought investigation
of the burning of the Korean
trash.

In a statement, Uy said those
responsible for the incident “is
sabotaging our lawful efforts to
enforce our country’s antipollu-
tion laws.”

Air pollution

“Now, they have made mat-
ters worse by polluting the air
in Misamis Oriental with the
toxic fumes from the burning of
the garbage,” Uy added.

Uy and John Simon, Bureau
of Customs (BOC) subport col-
lector, have filed cases against
Filipino and South Korean offi-
cials of Verde Soko for the trash
importation.

Last week, the embassy of
South Korea in the Philippines
wrote EcoWaste Coalition to in-
form that steps were being tak-
en so the remaining trash in
Tagoloan would be shipped
back to its origin.

The flames that consumed
the heaps of garbage took 11
hours to put out.

Obsioma said they had to
bring in earth-moving equip-
ment, like a backhoe and a pay-
loader, to help stop the fire from
spreading. INQ
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Probe sought on burnmg
of Korean trash

C,AGAYAN DE ORO

CITY—Misamis Oriental

Rep. Juliette Uy has
sought a probe on the
burning of a portion of

the heap of Korean trash

owned by a plastic recy-
cling facility in Tagoloan
town of Misamis Oriental
on Monday. 3

In a statement, Uy

said those responmble for
the incident “is-sabotag- |

ing our lawful efforts to
enforce our country’s an-
ti-pollution laws.”

“Now, they have made
matters worse by pollut-

- ing the air in Misamis

Oriental mth the toxic
fumes from the bummg
of the garbage,” Uy

added.

The trash—over 5,000
metric tons—are set for
repatriation to South Ko-
rea following a pledge by
the South Korean em-
bassy several days back.

These were part of

‘more than 6,500 metric

tons of garbage illegally
shipped into the country.

A local radio also re-
ported that Phividec In-
dustrial Authonty (PIA)
Administrator Franklin
Quijano has also ordered
a probe into the incident.

'PIA runs the Phividec
Industrial Estate within

~which the Verde Soko

- Corp. recycling facility is
> located.——-Inquzrer
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The dark side of bla'ckr

sand mining

- Val A. Vlllanuefa

£ = ¥
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WISE

Friedman and other finance experts say.

T HERE is no such thing as a free lunch, economist Milton

Perhaps Cagayan Gov. Manuel Mamba should be re-
ninded of this, as he denies the dredging project involves the ex-
raction of black sand at the mouth of the Cagayan River. He says
hat it is merely a dredging project that a Chinese company is do-
ng “for free to help the province reopen the Port of Aparri.

Emphatic that the project would
“improve economic and trade rela-
tions between Cagayan and China,
and other neighboring Asian coun-
tries, hevowed toresign “iftheycan
prove that it is black sand mining."

Blacksandmininginitselfislegal
(if granted the necessary permits)
because to date there is no such law
thatunambiguouslybansit. Itsmain
limits in the Mining Act is if the
dredging is done in reservoirs and
protective areas.

The governor is up against his
own provincial board, which is seek-
ing PresidentDuterte’sintervention
to stop the project on charges that
black sand or magnetite, an ore of
iron used in steel production, is be-
ing extracted there.

Armedwith aresolutioninked on
August 7, the board members claim
that the dredging being carried out
by Pacific Offshore Exploration Inc.
poses a threat to the environment
and livelihood of villagers.

Board member Mila Catabay-
Lauigan says, “This is to be inves-
tigated...as the company has yet to
comply with the requirements.” She

“says that the dredging vessel is put-
ting the waste or nonmineral sand -
backintotheriver,and transporting
the dredged materials abroad.

Another board member, Vilmer
Viloria, says the dredging project
had notbeen issued an environmen-
tal compliance certificate and other

permits, which, he notes, makes the

contractor’s operation illegal.

According to the board resolu-
tion, the contractor earns about $50
million or P2.6 billion a month from
the project. Ithasalso beenreported
thatresidentsnearthe Cagayan River
havespotted severaldredgingvessels
with Chinese markings since July.

Illegal mining of black sand or
magnetite has been going on in
several towns in Cagayan province
despite stiff resistance from local
residents and intermittent raids by
government authorities.

The previous administration
tried to put an end to the illegal
practice by carrying out intensive
campaigns to completely eradicate
it. In August 2013, the National Bu-
reau of Investigation and the Mines
and Geosciences Bureau discovered
duringraidsthatforeign companies,
mostly Chinese, which were holding
permits issued by the MGB or the
provincial government, were behind
the illegal extraction in Cagayan.

Thetaskforcearrested18 Chinese
employees of Hua Xia Mining and
Trading Corp., which was illegally
operatingaprocessing plantforblack
sandin Paddayaand Dodanvillages,
both in Aparri town. The company

carried a permittomineforonlysand
in Casiitan and Batangan villages,
both in Gonzaga town.

Sincethen,illegalblack sand min-
ing or extraction has persisted with
violent consequence. In April 2014,
Carlito Pentecostes Jr., then-mayor
of Gonzaga and a supporter of black
sand mining, was felled by an assas-
sin shortly after a flag-raising cer-
emonyjustacross themunicipalhall.

What is exactly black sand min-
ing? Black sand is a stabilizer in
concrete and steel products and also
widelyused in jewelryand cosmetics
manufacturing. Althoughinitselfle-
gal, “studies madeby environmental
groupsinareaswithblacksand min-
ing activities show that black sand
miningoperationscontributegreatly
tothedepletion of fisheryresources,
erosion of land and severe flooding,”
says Sen. Leilade Lima in her Senate
Bill 960 that proposed to totallyban
black sand mining.

Thebilladds: “Itis even predicted
that areas mined for magnetite or
black sand could sink and be un-
derwater, within 30 to, 70, yeats,as .
rapid subsidence will highly expose
said areas to flooding and seasonal
typhoon.” The bill specifically men-
tioned Cagayan asbearing the brunt
of black sand mining. :

The MGB under Duterte says it
will conduct a thorough review of
black sand mining, finishing what
the government of Benigno Aqui-

o III started in its crackdown on
miners that violate environmental
standards.

“We are reviewing it, which min-
ing we will not go for, that will de-
stroy the beaches,” MGB concurrent
Director Mario Luis A. Jacinto says.

In 2014, the Mining Industry Co-
ordinating Council, a panel directly

under the supervision of the Office
of the President, in a resolution or-
dered the appraisal of all existing
black sand mining operations in the

- country, from theissuance of permits

tosanctions thatmaybeimposed on
companies thatviolate conditionsset
by those permits.

“We must make sure that we are
able to fully assess, identify where
are the possiblesourcesand whether
these are viable and whether these
are marketable,” Jacinto says. Last
year, the first report of the inter-
agency Fact-Finding Committee on
Illegal Mining entitled “Philippine
Mining Unearthed” was unveiled,
identifying quarrying of magnetite
black ore or black sand as the most
common form of illegal mining
operations.

For comments and suggestions, e-mail me at

muala vAamail ram
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| Mining, power drag
| DMCI Holdings H1

[
PMCI Holdings Inc. said profit for
the first half of the year reached
P6.7 billion, down 22 percent from
P8.6 billion the previous year.
|| “The earnings slowdown was due
'Ethe weak contributions of Semira-
ta Mining and Power Corp. (SMPC),
DPM. Consunji, Inc. (DMCI) and
DMCI Mining,” the company said.
| DMCI said that for the second
quatter alone, profit dropped to P3.8
billion, a 20 percent decline from
|P4'7 billion in 2018.
. “Bxcluding non-recutring items,
core net income in the second
quarter slipped 6 percent to P4 bil-
lion from P4.2 billion, raising core
net income from January to June to
P6.9 billion, a 17 percent yeat-on-
yea%vdrop from P8.3 billion,” it said.
“We had a tough first-half be-
cadse of lower average selling price
of coal, higher replacement power
costs, provisions for project cost
overtuns and lower average price
for our lower grade nickel. But we
hope to curb the profit decline
in the succeeding quarters,” said -
Isidro Consunji, DMCI Holdings
chairman

DMCI Holdings said net income
contributions from SMPC dropped
26 petcent from P4.6 billion to
P3.4 billion owing to a 213 petcent
upturn in replacement power costs

from P742 million to P23 billion

and lower average selling price of
coal, which contracted 18 percent
from P2,710/metric ton (MT) to
P2,227/MT.

The real estate business under
DMCI Homes meanwhile posted
profit contribution of P1.2 billion,
down 36 percent from P18 billion,
due mainly to the absence of one-time
gain from the sale of land in 2018.

Off-grid energy supplier DMCI
Power meanwhile contributed P233
million, 2 9 percent improvement
from P214 million Jast year. Higher

energy sales to power cooperatives

in Masbate, Palawan and Otiental
Mindoro accounted for the growth.

“Attributable net. income from
DMCI Mining slipped 22 percent
from P221 million to P173 million
as the company shipped more lowet-
grade nickel at lower average selling
ptice,” the company said.

Net income contributions from
affiliate Maynilad grew 16 percent
from P950 million to P1.1 billion
owing to the combined effect of
billed volume and tatiff increases.

“Excluding share in a one-time
loss of P70 million due to refinanc-
ing costs, Maynilad core netincome
contributions tose 9 percent from
P1 billion to P1.1 billion,” DMCI
Holdings said.
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INVESTIGATE GREEPING CHINESE TAKEOVER

THIS refers to the column “No to

p 'smaﬂ}'aities"ron,our islets” (8/8/19). It

is indeéd alarming that Chinese in-
vestors are allegedly targeting Fuga
Island in Cagayan, and Grande and
Chiquita Islands in Zambales, “to be
developed into economic and
tourism zones as part of China's Belt
and Road initiative”—a plan that, as
the column noted, “has raised con-
cerns among Philippine security offi-
cials.”

/ On the flip side, there are also al-
leged Chinese-manned fishing vessels
conducting dredging or mining opera-

tions in our rivers, which result in
erosion and environmental problems
along coastal areas and communities.
Reportedly, operators of many of

these dredging activities have yet to
secure dredging permits and show
dredging plans to legitimize their op-
erations. - ‘

Is this not to be viewed as a creep-

ing invasion of our country by China?

y is the government seemingly dil-
ly dallying over what todo? {143
I respectfully ask the Senate to con-
duct an inquiry in aid of legislation on
the slow “Sinofication” of our country,
with the end view of strengthening

government mechanisms to enforce
Philippine maritime and mining laws,

and safeguard our national ‘intereft

and resources. e

REGINALD B. TAMAYO,
Marikina City
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Monsoon rains tri

landslides in Benguet

1 dead, 50 families evacuated as province, Baguio endure continuous downpour

By Karlston Lapniten
@karlstonlapnitenINQ

LA TRINIDAD, BENGUET—A
76-year-old woman was killed
while 5o families in this
province were evacuated due
to landslides caused by heavy
monsoon rains since Sunday.

Rescuers found the body of
Gloria Matias in her home that
was buried by a landslide in
Buguias town on Sunday night,
according the Benguet provin-
cial disaster risk reduction and
management office.

In Itogon town, also in
Benguet, 176 people have been
staying at the Garrison Multi-
purpose Cooperative building
since Monday while some have
moved to a church, said Cyril
Batcagan, municipal disaster
risk reduction and manage-
ment officer.

Preemptive evacuation

Batcagan said they an-
nounced a preemptive evacua-
tion last week, especially in ar-
eas prone to landslides and
flash floods.

The local government also
enforced a no-work policy for
small-scale miners since Mon-
day. “We are engaging the com-
munities proactively to avoid
experiencing similar events
like last year and [ think the
people also want the same,”
Batcagan said.

Itogon was the hardest-hit
town during the onslaught of
Typhoon “Ompong” in Septem-
ber last year when landslides
killed more than 100 people,
many of them from Barangay
Ucab there.

In the capital town La
Trinidad, two families were
evacuated on Wednesday due
to soil erosion that threatened
to bury their houses. Floods al-
so_swamped portions of the

YALLEY FLOOD The strawberry fields of La Trinidad valley in Benguet, a popular attraction
among tourists, are flooded after days of heavy rain in the province. —KARLSTON LAPNITEN

strawberry fields in Barangay
Betag, damaging farms grow-
ing lettuce and strawberries.

In Baguio City, a 37-year-old
man was rescued after a land-
slide damaged his house in
Barangay Bakakeng Norte on
Monday. At least 36 more peo-
ple were evacuated from their
homes due to soil erosion and
leaning pine trees.

Classes in private and pub-
lic schools from kindergarten
to high school were also sus-
pended in Itogon as well as the
rest of Benguet.

Batcagan said they were al-
so monitoring at least 14
schools in the province identi-
fied as high risk or vulnerable
to earth movement.

Road closure

Landslides also hit a por-
tion of the Baguio-Bontoc Road
(Halsema Highway), the main
route for farmers transporting
vegetables to Metro Manila,
and forced the closure of the
Kapangan-Kibungan Road.

Kennon Road remained
closed due to rehabilitation
work while Governor Pack Road
was closed on Tuesday due to
the damaged welcome arc in
front of the Baguio General
Hospital and Medical Center.

The Busa section of Baguio-
Bontoc Road in Sabangan town,
Mountain Province, was also
closed due to a road cut.

The amount of rainfall in
the region as of 8 am. on
Wednesday was 310.6 millime-
ters, up from 207.8 mm record-
ed on Tuesday and 136 mm on
Monday, according to the Of-
fice of Civil Defense (OCD).

The OCD said Baguio City
received an accumulated 648.8
mm of rain since Aug. 3.

Baguio Mayor Benjamin
Magalong on Wednesday also
canceled classes in all levels in
the city. On Tuesday, classes
for preschool, grade school,
and junior and senior high
school students were suspend-
ed due to the rains and thick
fog that enveloped the city.

ALLAN MACATUNO

HARGHTR
FOGGY The Baguio
Cathedral is barely visible as

thick fog blankets the
summer capital.

Abra and Mountain Pro-
vince had been experiencing
days of monsoon rains and
thunderstorms, forcing the
cancellation of classes in
these areas. —wWITH A REPORT
FROM VINCENT CABREZA INQ
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||II8II! Ilﬂ!lllalla sa Davao City nm_tala

BENGUET - UMABOT
sa 33 katao ang inilikas
sa kani-kanilang- mga
tahanan sa Baguio City
bunsod ng pag-ulan du-
lot ng Habagat.

Ayon sa City Di-
saster Risk Reduction
and Management Office
(CDRRMO) umabot sa
11 pamilya ang inilikas
dahil ang kanilang bahay
ay naapektuhan ng soil
erosion.

Simula noong Agos-
to 4 ang kahapon,
nasa 39 na indibiduwal
ang nalhgtas at napag-

‘assistance
~makaranas ng pagkahilo,

kalooban ng medical

makaraang

accidental road slip, na-
hulog sa manhole, at iba

‘pang emergency health

situation.

Nakapagtala rin ang
CDRRMO ng 15 motor at
vehicular accidents, 16 na
puno na bumagsak dahil
sa malakas na hangin, 12
insidente ng soil erosion
at dalawang streetlights
na bumagsak.

Marami ring kalsada
na patungo ng Baguio

Clty ang sarado kabllang

ang Kennon Road (closed,
motorist are advised to
take Marcos Highway);
Governor Pack Road near
BGH Rotunda (closed to
traffic due to scoured and
hanging footing of" arc);
Tawang-Ambiong Road,
La Trinidad (closed to
traffic due to road cut);
at Longlong, La Trinidad
(closed to traffic due to
landslide).

Nananatiling na-
kataas ang Blue Alert
Status sa CDRRMO ng
Baguio City.

Samantala,

BITY. 33 I(ATA I_Nlll 1)

ang unang flashflood sa
Davao City at sa ulat,
binaha ang halos buong
Poblacion Pantukan sa
Compostela Valley ka-

- hapon ng umaga.

Inihayag ng mga resi-

dente ng Pantukan, ito ang

pinakaunang pagbaha na
kanilang naranasan na hin-
di nila inaasahan sa loob
ng maraming dekada parti-
kular na sa Poblacion area.

Sa mga
rumagasa ang malakas
na daloy ng tubig-baha sa
national highways simula
alas-3:00 ng madalmg

larawan,

araw na nagresulta rin sa
hanggang tuhod na baha
sa Pantukan Overland
Transport Terminal.
Ayon sa Office of
Civil Defense-11, ang lo-
calized thunderstorm na
nakaapekto sa Barangay
Kingking, Pantukan ban-
dang alas-11:30 ng gabi,
ang siyang dahilan ng
matinding baha.
Apektado nang hu-
mupang flashfloods mata-
pos ang halos pitong oras
ang maraming mga busi-
ness establishments sa
lugar. PMRT
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Exhibit cruises to a

--4sustainable‘~~

‘:jull

By Nikka G. Valenzuela
@kakaINQ 1 ‘..,
Lmed up @t the baywalk alor!g
Roxas Boulevard just outside
. the Manila Yacht Club are color-
'rful head sails. But the giant tri-
{angular sails were not made for
travel. Rather, the boat materi-
{als had been turned into art can-
- vases with graphlc messages:
-urging onlookers to end pover-
iy, confront climate change, and
. protect the oceans.
! Titled “Gallery of the Sea,”
! the open-air exhibit features 25
' { paintings about achxevmg the
? United Nations’ Sustainable De-
| velopment Goals (SDGs), a
. blueprint for the planet’s sur-
. vival. .
Using

the hejad sails as can-

- “vas for their acrylic pamtmgs,'
artists from the Angono Atelier

s g

ularly Mamla Bay, is the accessi-

and Cuadra Manila showcased
their dlstmct style to bnng
home thelr message.

. Contrasting realmes

~ Renowned artist Nemi Mi-
r:;nda S painting on poverty de-
plcts two chﬂdren and their con-

trastlng reahues one toils whlle

the other gets aneducaﬁo i 2
~ Atoy Apostadero s “foe Be-

low Water” reveals the coun-

try’s rich marine biodiversity,
while August Santiago’s “Life on
Land” paints a thriving safari on
an lush green expanse.

5 Cleamng the waters, pgrtlc-

L

ble message that an:ist Pete Ve-
lasquez depicted in his painting
of a school of fish smmming

upward. Velasquez’s art easily

attracted schoolkids and would-
be art lovers while he workéd
on it at the Umvers1da.d de
_Manila. = g

" “There was this k1d vfho
went through my thfngs, plcked
up a brush and ﬂlcked wmte
paint on the canvas. The result
was actually good,” he told the
Inqmrer
~ The exhibit, said formerSen.
Heherson 'Alvarez was orga-
nized to show via different art
media_how important it is to

promote and achieve a sustain-
able future.
g “The ecgloglcal time bomb'
0 ‘global vi“amungﬁnust*be dif-
fused today for us to save to-
morrow,” he explained.

Art is an effective way to ed-
ucate people, agreed Cecile
Guidote-Alvarez, a recipient of
an award from the United Na-
tions Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization
Artlsts for Peace. :

Aside from visual art, the
spoken word h1gh11ghtec1 ways
of nur’curmg the earth, with po-
ets Frank Rivera and Jolad San-
tos dehvermg their pieces to an
attentive audlence at the exhib-
it's opening on Tuesday. The ex-
hibit runs until end of August,
after wh).ch it will be installed
on a barge that w111 cruise the
Pasng Rlver INQ

'GALLERY OF THE SEA’ Head sails tulrned into canvas showcase how artcanbea beautiful and painless way to educate people
about sawng the planet, starting with the waters of Manila Bay. —PHOTO BY MARIANNE BERMUDEZ
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LN . By IRIS GONZALES

The controversy surrounding the heaps of trash from Canada has

put many issues in the spotlight.

The Duterte administration is right
ininsisting that the Philippines is not
a dumping ground for somebody
else’s trash. - & '

However, players in the recycling
industry lament that the issue has put
recycling in a bad light.

“The controversy behind Can-
ada waste puts recycling in a bad
light. While recyclables were part
of the shipment, they are highly

contaminated. On the other hand,
it shows that government policies,
though imperfect, work. (But) there
should be a better way of properly
defining and classifying materials as
recyclables versus waste and there
is a need to set standards,” Crispian
Lao, head of Philippine Alliance for
Recycling and Materials Sustainabil-
ity, tells The STAR.

-/ The Department of Environment

Jaste managers
reinvent art of
recycling

- and Natural Resources is now re-

viewing the current system to look
into probable safeguards and strict
regulations.

Recycling industry players sup-
port government efforts to keep tﬁ,e
Philippines as sustainable and envi-
ronmentally safe as possible. How-

 ever, the recycling industry is hoping
the government would be cautious in
coming out with policies in the future
as drastic measures may significantly
affect the recycling industry.

Lao shares this view.

~ “Disallowing imports of recyclable
plastic may affect some sectors. One
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 $3$$, not people

he focus of Ph111pp1ne tourism efforts

is wrong. All the targets and records

focus on how many tourists the coun-

try attracts. We don’t want people, we
want their money.

Its nice to welcome backpackers young
people seeking adventure. Young people
who might later become the rich people we
really want. This doesn’t mean we won't
welcome them, but they should not be our
focus. We want those who are well-off now,
and preferably ones who'll care for our en-
vironment and be mindful of our customs.

There’s a sign in a beautiful old town in
Greece that says it all: “RESPECT: It’s your
holiday, but it's our home. We welcome
you. Please respect Oia. Thank you.” Sadly,
too many of the tourists we are attracting
now do anything but that. Perhaps a pam-
phlet handed to all arriving tourists laying
down our rules and code of conduct, writ-
ten in their language, should be handed
out at immigration.

And let’s do something un-Filipino.
When we see a tourist acting inconsider-
ately, tell them not to. If they drop a coffee
cup, tell them to pick it up and dispose of it
properly. The trouble with that is, where?
I've argued endlessly for rubbish bins to be
put everywhere. In malls, on streets, on
beaches—everywhere. 1 still have to
search in some remote corner to find a bin
in a mall. Is there some reason for this that
I don’t understand? Why not allow young
artists to decorate them so they're not an
eyesore, but a joy? They should be like fire
extinguishers (I don’t see them ei-
ther)—highly visible, quickly accessible
and lots of them around. i

Malthus, an English cleric and scholar

in the 18th century, argued that, left

unchecked, a population will outgrow its
resources. We saw that in spades in the

KEIT 5

PETER WALLACE

cesspool that Boracay became. We see that

in a world where 7 billion people, predlcted :

to rise to 10 billion, are decimating the re-
sources of planet Earth. Mind you, Malthus
was wrong in not recognizing that technol-
ogy and changing living patterns would
not lead to the disaster he predicted—yet.
But he was right in that a territorial space
can only support a given number of people.
Our resorts can only handle a limited num-
ber of people.

~ So apply limits such as hrmtmg the
number of rooms available at a resort, And
please stop those dreadful monstrosities
called cruise ships. They disgorge hun-
dreds of people who engulf a resort, but
spend little. I know I'm at odds on this one,
as many actually enjoy being in a prison
they can’t escape with hundreds, even
thousands of others. I'll never understand

.it. But apart from maybe a meal and a few

souvenirs, what benefits do they bring?
The recent international ads on TV are
beautifully designed—and designed to
meet people’s dream vacation. “IT'S MORE
FUN IN THE PHILIPPINES” was so well
conjured by Mon Jimenez when he was

tourism secretary It defines the PhlI’ip—' -
pines perfectly, so it's wise that it's been
retained by Berna Romulo Puyat. But
maybe there should be one that focuses on
older people, too, the ones with money;
and even older people who are looking for
somewhere to retire. :

We have a country overflowing with
beautiful beaches in a tropical clime. Bora-
cay, lovely as it is, is by no means the only
one. Siargao, which we visited on my 8oth
birthday, has charming resorts and inter-
national-level restaurants run by foreign
chefs who'd fallen in love, and stayed. We
have a country full of such lovely places.....u

Palawan has the kind of up-market re-
sorts like El Nido that we should be build-
ing and promoting where you need money
to go. But to go there, you need a plane. So
it's good that this administration is up-
grading provincial airports, although I
don’t understand why they unbundled the
five regional airports they intend to mod-
ernize. Putting them out to individual bid-
ding made them financially unviable; pos-
sible proponents lost interest, so the need-
ed upgrading hasn’t happened. Maybe it’s
time for the Department of Transportation
to rethink its strategy here.

Las Vegas and Macau grew not only on
gambling, but also on entertainment. Some
of the world’s best performers hold shows
there. I'll never forget the Rolling Stones in
concertin Macau. We'll travel for a concert,
and I'm sure many other people will, too. It
can be the tipping point. “Darling, do we go
to Bali or Boracay?” “Let’s make it Boracay,

~ the Queen is performing in Manila.”

Let’s attract the well-off, and measure
our success on the dollars we earn annually,

- not the number of people who come here.

Email: wallace_likeitis@wbf.ph
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Our imperiled intimacy with water

nsurprisingly for an archipelagic people,

our past can be characterized as having

an intimacy with water. Our ancestors

established settlements near streams
and lakes, traveled by boat through rivers and
seas, and bathed with such frequency that the
practice scandalized the Europeans who, fora
long time, bathed no more than once a month.
The fact that “Tagalog” and “Subanun” both
mean “[people] of the river,” and Maranao
“people of the lake,” further reflects the cen-
trality of water in the everyday life, and even
identity, of early Filipinos.

As Filipinos clustered (and were made to
cluster) in cities, however, what was once an
abundant natural resource began to require
provisioning through artificial means (e.g.,
the Carriedo waterworks in the 1700s), mak-
ing access to water a matter of governance
and politics (e.g,, privatization in the 1990s).
Even so, many of us still took our water sup-
oly for granted. :

The recent water shortages in various
»arts of the country, however, show that this
rivileged state can easily change. Indeed, we
10w live in a period of water insecurity
yrought about by both increasing demand
ind decreasing supply. Demand for water has
iharply risen owing to the growth of our pop-
ilation; beyond household consumption, so-
iieties require water for a variety of purpos-
:s, from agriculture to energy.

On the other hand, freshwater supply has
lecreased owing to pollution, wastage, run-
ff, rainfall variability and deforestation. For a:
ong time, environmentalists have been call-
ng for stronger measures to protect water-
heds like Ipo, but these calls have largely
reen drowned in the public discourse. The
werall neglect of our forests has not just led to
looding, but also impacted our water supply.

GIDEON LASCO

While the dry spell may be gone for now,
the same cannot be said of our urban poor,
many of whom struggle to stay afloat amid a
virtually permanent water crisis.

In an illuminating account of what it
means to live with water insecurity, Lisa
Reyes Mason (2012) interviewed residents of
a marginalized community in Baguio City
and documented their coping strategies,
like collecting rainwater, restricting water
usage during the dry season and lowering
olfactory standards. As one of her infor-
mants said: “The CR smells bad because we
are using laundry water. But you have to live
with that.”

There was a cost involved in securing
“water portfolios,” according to Mason’s
study: An Orocan drum, for instance, “can
consume almost an entire month’s income.”
In the end, as Mason noted, “lower-income
households... spend higher percentages of
their monthly income on water than hlgher-
income households.”

Meanwhile, water shortages are being in-
voked to justify the construction of more in-
frastructure, like the proposed Kaliwa Dam
which locals in Daraitan fear will submerge
their houses and livelihoods (i.e. ecotourism).
Subordinating rural and environmental inter-
ests to urban demands, the dam is a reminder
that our water supply comes at a price—even
as political and economic actors strive to
profit from it. :

Our challenge is to manage water resources
while minimizing impacts on local communi-
ties and environment, a challenge that entails
consultations with both locals and experts, as
well as improved governance of water agen-
cies. Science and solidarity—not expediency
and patronage—should guide water policy.

Another challenge is to urgently protect
our watersheds. We need to support unpaid
and underpaid forest guards, scale up refor-
estation efforts and put an end to destructive
practices like illegal logging and mining. With
so much at stake in our forests—climate
change, health, disaster risk reduction—we
must treat deforestation as nothing less than
anational emergency.

' Finally, the water crisis is a reminder that
we are living unsustainably and we need radi-
cal changes in our lifestyles. Just like the traf-
fic situation, it is a manifestation of failed
planning and leadership, but there are
nonetheless individual choices we can make
to reduce our “water footprints.”

If we fail to act as individuals and as a na-
tion, a dry future awaits us. Only by better
managing our water resources, protecting
our watersheds and rethinking our consump-
tion practices can we continue our intimacy
with water in the years to come. ;

glasco@inquirer.com.ph
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By CHRISTINA MENDEZ

The Presidential Anti-Cor-
ruption Commission (PACC) is
conducting lifestyle checks and
investigating two Cabinet mem-
bers for alleged corruption.

PACC Commissioner Greco Belgi-
ca withheld the names of the Cabinet
members. '

But he said yesterday that the
probe is on top of the lifestyle checks
the PACC has launched on officials of
the Philippine Charity Sweepstakes
Office (PCSO), Bureau of Customs
(BOC), Bureau of Internal Revenue
(BIR) including its regional district
officers or RDOs, Department of Pub-
lic Works and Highways (DPWH),
Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) and the
Department of Transportation.

“In compliance with the orders
of the President to eradicate corrup-
tion, we will conduct investigations
and lifestyle checks against the top
officials of the agencies to include
the PCSO,” the commissioner said.

“For officials that fall underSalary
Grade 26 and up, that will be given
to PACC for proper investigation and
submission to tﬁe President and the
ombudsman,” Belgica added.

To show that the government is
serious about the campaign against
corruption, Belgica urged Cabinet
members to lead by submitting them-
selves to lifestyle checks.

He said Transportation Secretary
Arthur Tugade has directed all his
officials and staff members to subject
themselves to the lifestyle check of
the PACC, with Tugade leading the
way.

Apart from Tugade, former agri-
culture secretary Emmanuel Pifiol
— who was just sworn in as head of

Turn to Page 5

&l sy

the Mindanao Development
Authority—had earlier volun-
teered for the lifestyle checks.

Belgica said it willbe a good
move if all Cabinet members
also voluntarily give the PACC
a go-signal for their own life-
style checks.

“Yes. That will be honorable
on their part to do. It would
really be great if they do that.
I'm not forcing them; it's their
choice. But if they do that, then
that would be honorable,” he
said in a mix of English and
Tagalog. g

The PACC is coordinating
with the National Bureau of
Investigation, Criminal Inves-
tigation and Detection Group,
National Intelligence Coordi-
nating Council, and the Anfi-

= =1 g
Al b -

PAcc ‘FromPagel 1)

. Money Laundering Council to
pursue the lifestyle check and

investigations against govern-
ment officials.

The commission is also
investigating cases of exces-
sive foreign travels by some
government officials. - '

Belgica said the investiga-
tion against the two officials
started in February this year
and is expected to be com-
pleted by October.

“They are responsive,” Bel-
gica said, when pressed to
identify the names of the two
officials. .

According to Belgica, the
investigation against one Cabi-
net member stemmed from a
complaint filed by an official
of the agency. A private citizen,

meanwhile . filed the complaint

‘against the se cot_id Cabinet

member.

Sought for comment, presi-
dential spokesman and chief
legal counsel Salvador Panelo
said the President has given
the PACC some leeway in how
corruption will be handled in
this administration. “That’s the
job of the PACC. We will await
its final report, and recommen-
dation on the matter,” he said.

When asked if Duterte
knows about the ongoing

: Elrobe against two members of

s Cabinet, Panelo added that
the President does not meddle
in the work of the PACC.
“He doesn’t have to be
aware. When the investigation

" is done that’s the time he will

decide on its recommendation.
He (Duterte) doesn’t interfere
with the work of the PAGRE
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15 PCSO execs |
undergoing
lifestyle checks

THE Presidential Anti-Cotruption Commission is conducting
lifestyle checks. on about 200 government officials, includ-
ing 15 former and current officials of the Philippine Charity
Sweepstakes Office, as part of President Duterte’s campaign
against corruption.

PACC Commissioner Greco Belgica did not name the of-
ficials but said they are holding “critical” and “impottant posi-
tions” in the gaming agency.

He also said that aside from the PCSO, those undet inves-
tigation are from the Bureau of Customs, Burcau of Internal
Revenue, Department of Public Wotks and Highways, De-
pattment of Envitonment and Natural Resources, and the
Depattimient of Transpottation after its head, Secretary Arthur
Tugade; volunteered himself and his agency to be subjected to

lifestyle checks.
Belgica said the lifesty

le checks, which are being conducted

in compliance with President Duterte’s order “to eradicate

15 PCSO

¢orruption,”’ are expected to be
¢ompleted in two. to three months.
“ He asked the public to help “by
reporting illegal activities being
committed by government em-
ployees.”

Belgica announced the conduct
&f lifestyle checks on PCSO offi-
cials late last month after Duterte
stopped “all gaming schemes”
operated by PCSO pending an
investigation into alleged mas-
sive corruption and irregularities
in the agency. Duterte lifted the
suspension on lotto operations
after aboutaweek as investigations
showed there was no corruption
involved in the scheme. The ban
on small-town lottery and “Peryah-
an ng Bayan® remains in effect.

On August 2, Belgica said in'a
TV interview that 13 to 20 PCSO
officials “who have control ‘over
biddings, and contracts of an./op-
cration” were under investigation.
Almost all of them are still with
the agency, he also said.
| Belgica yesterday confirmed that
former PCSO general manager
Alexander Balutan and curfent
board member Sandra Cam are
part of the ongoing investigation

as he emphasized that all members
of the PCSO board are included
in the probe.

He said the only one exempted
is PCSO general manager Royina
Garma as she has barely been in
office when the President made
public the alleged corruption in
the agency. Garma was appointed
to the PCSO in late June.

Belgica also said the PACC has
copies of the statement of assets
and liabilities and net worth of
the 15 PCSO officials, along with
copies of contracts or franchises,
that they or their offices handled
ot approved.

Belgica also confirmed reports
that two members of the Duterte
Cabinet are being investigated by
the PACC due to allegations of
corruption.

He did not name the secretaties
but said complaints have been filed
against them by private individuals
in February this year.

In January this year, Labor
Secretary Silvestre Bello said he
would seek the ouster of PACC
Commissioner Manuelito Luna
who announced he was under
PACC investigation along with two
other Cabinet members. Bello said
he learned about the investigation

See 15:PCSO > Page B3

only from news reports quoting
Luna and did not receive 2 copy of
a supposed complaint against him.

Belgica yesterday said the PACC
has formed an ad hoc committee
called Project USIG to conduct
the lifestyle checks against corrupt
officials and personnel and to file
charges against them.

PACC is working with the Na-
tional Bureau of Investigations,
the PNP’s Criminal Investigations
and Detection Group, the National
Intelligence Coordinating Agency,
and the Anti-Money Laundering
Council in conducting the lifestyle
check and anti-cottuption inves-
tigations.

He said PACC also formed with
the Anti-Red Tape Authority and
the “Hotline 8888 a “super re-
sponse team’ to ensure thatall re-
ports and complaints are acted on.

“Let it be known that we will
show no mercy against corrupt
officials. We will file cases, we will
make it go through the process and
at the same time, we will recognize
and acknowledge offices and agen-
cies that are really working very
hard and meeting the tatget of the
President for us to give a better/
comfortable life for our people,”
Belgica said.
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PCSO check includes Cam

Fifteen former and current
officials of the Philippine Charity
Sweepstakes Office (PCSO)
are now under Presidential
Anti-Corruption Commission
(PACC) scrutiny for allegedly
being involved in the “massive
corruption” within the agency
while officials of the Departments

of Environment and Natural

Resources (DENR) and Public
Works and Highways (DPWH)
will be subjected to lifestyle
~ checks. ;
According to PACC
Commissioner Greco Belgica,
some names on their list directly
came from Malacanang, He,
however, declined to dlsclosa

Turn to mns

PCSO check includes Cam

These officials supposedly made decisions which
exposed the PCSO to anomalies

From page 1

o A

_ their identities so as not to compromise
~ the investigation.
Belgica said included . in the
audit of officials will be supposed
whistleblower Sandra Cam, who is
a PGSO director. :
“All of those who held a position
from the start of President Rodrigo
Duterte’s term will be included in the
robe. When the President said there’s
assive corruptmn, it implied everyone
the agency,” he said.

we have 15, Belgica said during a Palace
briefing referring to the PGSO executives.
¥ don’t know if these are the same
ames on the President’s list, but I have
a copy from Malacafiang,” he added.
_ Belgica also bared that former
PCSO general manager Alexander Balutan will also be part of the ongoing
probe, adding that even before President Rodrigo Duterte ordered the
stoppage of all gaming schemes franchised and licensed by the agency,
the PACC has already received complaints of supposed irregularities
the PCSO. These officials supposedly made decisions which
exposed the PCSO to anomalies.

CAM not exempted.

Whole board up for check -
“] don’t want to name names, but all those on the (PCS0) board,
are included. Reason is they passed board resolutions, they approved
frarilgges t’;hegﬁgx{eated policies and these policies, we realized, has

“T have a copy of the names, but in our record,

not set guidelines against corruptmn, for defrauding government,”
Belgica asserted.

“Everyone will be included (in the uwestlgatmn), all those who
have held posmons since the President assumed office until when
he said there is massive . cqu;uptlon Everyone will go through
investigation,” he added.

Newly appointed PCSQ chief Royina Garma, however, will not be

~ subjected to a lifestyle check, according to Belgica.

“We can’t include Garma because, I think, she hasn’t even finished
one month in her office. So, if we’re going to do a lifestyle check to
look for insignificant wealth or an increase in wealth we won't see
anything,” Belgica stated. .,

Lifestyle checks are also being readied against “top officials” of
DENR and DPWH, the official disclosed.

“We will include district engineers, revenue district officers (RDO),
undersecretaries because complaints have piled up in our office against

~ these people, so we will begin with the lifestyle check,” Belgica imparted.

. I'm sure after the lifestyle check, as it happened with PCSO, we will
get more information and similarly the hmﬁgaﬁons are expected, he said.

. DoTr commended
leewise, the PACC lauded ‘agencies that have volunteered to be
subJected to govemment revlew

All of those who held a position from the start of President
Rodrigo Duterte’s term will be included in the probe.

“We would also like to commend and acknowledge the officials
from agencies who have voluntary submitted themselves to
undergo lifestyle check such as the top officials of Department of
Transportation (DoTr) under the leadership of Secretary Arthur
Tugade. He was the one who called me and said “investigate all
individuals who hold important positions in the agency and the

funds in it.”

“Right after the successful entrapment operations that we

- conducted with the Anti-Red Tape Authority, I think two weeks ago

we arrested a fixer who has amassed P20 million for the estunated

: P800 million scam in the Land Transportation Franchising and Re

- Board with regards to getting franchise and reservations for T

twork: Vehlcle Service,” the official noted I(rhtlmf
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abinet men, 200 others
eing probed by PACC

By BERNADETTE D. NICOLAS W @BNicolasBM

WO Cabinet secretaries are

currently being investigated

for alleged corruption,
Presidential Anti-Corruption
Commission (PACC) Commissioner
Greco Belgica said on Wednesday.

At the same time, Belgica said
PACCisalso conductingalifestyle
checkonatleast200 government
officials, including those from
the Department of Transporta-
tion, Bureau of Customs, Bureau
of Internal Revenue (BIR), De-
partment of Public Works and
Highways, and the Department
of Environment and Natural
Resources.

Belgica was quick to point out,
though, that when individuals are
investigated by PACC theyenjoy the
firm presumption of innocence.

‘Conducting investigations
doesn’t mean they're already guilty.
S0 it’s unfair to mention them and
[make it] appear that they are cor-
rupt,” he told reporters in a Palace
briefing.

While Belgica did not give the
names of the Cabinet secretaries
pending investigation, he said
they have been investigating the
two since February after receiv-
ing separate complaints from
individuals.

After the investigation which
he expects to be concluded soon,
Belgica said they will submit this
to the President and then the Om-
budsman.

“Whatever the Presidentwillsay,
we will do that,” he said.

As for the lifestyle check on at
least 200 government officials, Bel-
gica said he also expects this to be
finished within 2019.

Meanwhile, the PACC also
confirmed it is conducting life-
style checks on 15 PCSO officials,

“Conducting
investigations doesn’t
mean they're already
quilty. So it’s unfair to
" mention them and [make
it] appear that they are
corrupt.’—Belgica

including former General Manager
Alexander Balutan.

Retired marine general Balutan
resigned in March over corruption
allegatlons

“We're investigating these
people because they have been
tagged to be—to have question-
able transactions, one; No. 2, we
are investigating because the
President announced that there
is massive corruption in PCSO;
No. 3, these 15 names came up
for two reasons: One, they're you
know...they have been popular
in a news or information about
them, unverified and verified.
Their names kept on coming up:
AndNo. 2, they've held verycriti-
calandimportant positions. They
are decision-makers; No. 3, they
have held ‘powerful offices’ that
allows them discretion and power
to decide who and what to give,”
Belgica explained.

However, he said more names

v

will come up as they discover the
persons involved in the “massive
corruption” in PCSO.

Due to alleged corruption in
PCSO, President Duterte has since
suspended the operations of Small-
Town Lottery, Keno and Peryahan
ng Bayan nationwide.

Inarelated development, PACC,
the Anti-Red Tape Authority (Arta)
and hotline 8888 have agreed to
form a super-response team to re-
ceive reports against corruption,
red tape and to address concerns
and hold accountable erring of-
ficials and offices, and propose
systemic reforms.

The team also met with the top
5 agencies that were subject of the
most number of complaints of de-
lays in service delivery. These are
the Land Transportation Office,
Social Security System (SSS), BIR,
LandRegistrationAuthority(LR.A)
and the Home Devélopment Mutual
Fund (Pag-IBIG).

These agencies, cited by the
President in his fourth State of
the Nation Address (Sona), were
required to explain the mounting
complaints, their most problematic
transactions and choke points, so-
lutions and actions to remedy the
foregoing, and grievance mecha-
nism in resolving complaints from
the public.
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Our rlghts in terrltorlal
~ sea vs our rights in EEZ

"Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) established
* the concept of Exclusive Economic Zone
(EEZ), an area in the sea measuring 200

miles (370 kilometers) from a country’s coast.It

established special rights on the exploration and

use of marine resources, such as energy from

any petroleum deposits in the land under the sea.
But the EEZ waters themselves are international
waters. '

Distinct from the EEZ is the concept of territorial

waters. In earlier times, territorial waters extended
three miles from the coast, but in modern times,
territorial water limits were extended to 12 miles (22
_lnlometers) from the coast. Countries exercise sov-
ereignty over their territorial waters, but not over
their EEZ. They have “sovereign rights” to develop
resources in the land under the sea within the EEZ.

These fwo.coneepts - territorial waters and
EEZ - are ry rquc in the news today. Last week,
-pres:dentlal spokesman Salvador Panelo commented
there is nothing wrong with Defense Secretary Delfin
Lorenszana s proposal to seek the help of the United
States in monitoring the Pl'ullppmes EEZ, following
reports of Chinese vessels passmg through without
informing Manila.

If they are merely passing through our EEZ, for-
eign vessels need not inform Manila, as the EEZ are

international waters. Panglo said China should have
asked permission, or atleast informed the Philippines
. that its survey Shlps would be passing ‘through our

" EEZ. Permission is notrequired under the UNCLOS,

HE 1982 United Nations Convention on the

but mformmg us as amatter of courtesy would have
heen appropriate and appreciated .
~ In connection with our right to develop resources in

_ the seabed within our EEZ, we will be exercising that

right very soon when we explore for oil in the Reed
Bank which is within our EEZ near Palawan, ina joint

_project with a Chinese oil firm. This will be similar to

our natural gas project in Malampaya, also within our

EEZ, with a Dutch Shell company. In both cases, the

Phlhppmes gets 60 percent of the proceeds. !
There is so much dissension in the South China

~ Sea today because of conflicting claims by various

nations. The Philippines, Vietnam, Malaysm, and
Brunei have claims to some islands within their EEZ
as well as in the clusters of islands in the Paracels
and Spratleys in the middle of the SCS. But China is
claiming virtually all of the SCS on the basis of a map
it produced in 1947 enclosing its claimed territory

- with a nine-dash line.

The US maintains. the SCS is part of mtematmnal
waters and exercises freedom of nawgahon, its
warships thus ignore the China’s claim as they pass

through the sea. The small Southeast Asian nations

have to deal with the situation as best they can and
have thus agreed with China that a Code of Conduct
be drawn up help ensure a peaceful: settlement of any
dlsputes in the sea. ;

This is the situation today with regards to the South
China Sea. We must assert our ‘sovereignty in our
12-mile territorial sea but we must take care against
claiming rights in our 200-mile EEZ that are not
based on the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea.

Il.’\l‘lllfli f l'll(1N l.'\llrl'
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A IO-YEAR-OLD elementary school student on Sun-
day was killed in a crocodile attack in Balabac, Pala-
wan.

Police Regional Office 4-B director Brig. Gen. To-
mas Apolinario Jr. said that the croc attack took place
ina mangrove area in Sitio Tagpanasan in Bgy. €
Balabac municipality at 6 p.m. last Sunday.

Victim Milhasan Suraﬁlsng, a student of the Paliisan

Elememar{‘irchool. and his 12-year old brother Lokan
and sister lina,15, went to a store in the area on a
small boat.

However, a crocodile suddenl attacked and bit the
boy who was sitting at the back of the boat before
dra him into the water as his terrified siblings
wa in panic.

Apolinario said that Robinsio Suraping, the father

of the victim, and their neighbors searched the river

orocodile devours
10-year-old hoy
in Palawan

By Alfred Dalizon

until 1 a.m. on Monday but failed to find any trace of
the boy.

Members of the Balabac Municipal Police Sta-
tion, the Coast Guard, the Special Boat Unit of the
Philippine National Police Maritime Group and
the Department of Environment and Natural Re-
sources also launched their own search for the
victim but all returned to their headquarters emp-

ty-handed.
Apolinario said that shortly before noon on Tues-
~day, the victim's father reported to the Balabac police

that Ajalong Amalcmg, a fisherman from nearby Sitio

ong in tagupan, discovered the head and
gl){ t leg of the v1chm at the mangrove area in Slth

Taggl san around 7 p.m. last Monday.
e body parts were cleaned and laterbunedbyﬂ'le
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