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Court convicts 3 wildlife

ftraffickers 20 days after arrest

By CORY
MARTINEZ
THIS one’s for the book.
Threeu-I maejlil who were
caught i transport-
ing'gl}b he(;%s %f critically |
endangered Philippine

pangolin (Manis culionen-
sis) from Palawan province
to Tagaytay City were con-
victed 20 days after their
arrest last June 28.
Environment Secre
Roy' A. Cimatu has laude

this swift conviction as he
described it as a sign of just
how hard 'thedautl_'lo;itxes
were trying to clamp down
on oachegrs and \E'ildiife
traffickers and traders in
the Philippines. :

- Inatwo+ ?e order dat-
ed Jul 18,]?.1 ge Liezl Ro-
sario Mendoza of Branch 1
Municipal Trial Court in
Tagaytay City sentenced
Simforoso Salazar, Jorlan

Torrequimada and Victor

in jail and ordered to a
ﬁn]e: of P20,000 ead\,p:f‘;ﬂ'
pleading guilty to violating
the provisions of ublic
Act FRA) 9147 or the Wild-

life Resources Conservation -

and Protection Act.

Cimatu said the convic-
tion verdict provides hﬁ
and inspiration for the
partment of Environment
and Natural Resources
(DENR) and law enforce-
ment agencies that go.affer

wildlife offenders. © = 17
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DENR MULING NANAL
~ NGENVIRONME

na.  namang
napagtagumpayan ng
Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural
‘Resources (DENR)
ang Kkanilang pakiki-
paglaban sa mga pa-
saway na lumalabag
sa environmental laws
sa bansa.
Ikinagalak ni Envi-

ronment Secretary Roy _

Cimatu sa mabilis na
hustisya na nakamit ng

mula sa Palawan pro-
vince papuntang Tagay-
tay City nitong nakali-
pas na Hunyo,

Batay sa dalawang'

- pahinang desisyon na

ahensiya laban sa tat- .

long katao na nahuling
ilegal na nagbibiyahe
ng sampung piraso ng
critically  endangered
Philippine

pangolin

may, petsang Hulyo 18
ni Judge Liezl Rosario

Mendoza ng Municipal
Trial Court ng Tagay-

tay City Branch 1, ang

.mga  akusadong sina '

Simforoso Salazar,
Jorlan Torrequimada at
Victor Equisa ay napa-
tunayang nagkasala sa
paglabag sa Republic
Act 9147 o mas kilala
sa tawag na Wildlife
Resources Cons

erva-

tion and Protection Act
at hinatulang mabi-
langgo ng hanggang

- tatlong buwan at pinag-

mumulta ng P20,000
bawat isa.

- Ang naging desis-
yon ng korte ay luma-
bas makaraan lamang
ang dalawampung araw
matapos mahuli ang tat-
long akusado sa isang
checkpoint sa Tagaytay
noong Hunyo 28,

Ayon kay Cimatu,
ang pagkakakulong ng
tatlong illegal wildlife
traders ay nagpapatu-
nay lamang na desidido
ang awtoridad sa pag-

papatupad ng batas par-
tikular na ang paghuli
sa mga poacher at wild-
life traffickers at traders
sa Filipinas. :
“We welcome this
recent victory not only
for the wildlife spe-
cies that were rescued,
but also for the future
generations who  will
- benefit from the recu-
peration and prolifera-
tion of its kind,” saad ni
Cimatu, - : e
Napag-alama_n :

sampung  piraso ' ng -

- Philippine pangolin ang.
‘narekober ng awtoridad
sa tatlong nahatulang il-
legal wildlife traders sa
isinagawang checkpoint
ng awtoridad sa Tagay-
tay City. : y

Matapos ang pag-
kakaaresto ay agad na
nagsampa ng  kaso sa
Korte' ang DENR la-

ban sa tatlo sa pama-

magitan ng - Philippine
Operations  Group of
Ivory and Tllegal Wild-
life Trade o Task Force
POGI. Ang POGI ay. bi-
nubuo ng mga tauhan na
nagmula sa Biodiver-
sity. Management Bu-
reau (BMB), National

Bureau of Investigation
(NBI) at Philippine Na-
tional Police (PNP).
Ang mga narekober
na pangolin na nakita
na nagsisiksikan sa ku-
lungan sa loob ng van
compartment ay agad
na dinala sa DENR res-
‘cue center kung saan
~ pinakain at ginamot ang
sugat at galos ng mga
ito. ;
Ayon sa Palawan
Council for Sustainable
- Development (PCSD),
© sa sampung  na-rescue
. na pangolin, tatlo la-
“'mang ang nabuhay at
dinala na sa kanilang
natural habitat sa Pala-
wan,

Ang Philippine
pangolin (Manis culio-
nensis) ay kabilang sa
critically  endangered
species. - Ito ay matatag-
puan lamang sa Pala-
wan kung saan ito ay ti-
hatawag na “balintong”.
Madalas itong hulihin
dahil na rin sa panga-
ngailangan sa kaliskis at
karne nito na ginagamit
bilang traditional Chi-
nese medicine. g
.. . BENEDICT

-+ ABAYGAR, JR:

0 VS VIOLATORS
NTAL LAWS
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sa

3illegal pangolin trader hinatulan na

NAGPASALAMAT si De-
partment of Environ-
ment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR) Secre-
tary Roy A. Cimatu sa
mabilis na hustisya la-
ban sa tatlong tao na na-
huling iligal na nagbibi-
yahe ng sampung piraso
ng critically endangered
P Pflglﬁﬁpangolin mula

Wwan province pa-

puntang Tagaytay City
noong Hunyo.

Batay sa dalawang
pahinang desisyon na
may petsang Hulyo 18 ni
Judge Liezl Rosario Men-
gpza ng lv'[runidpal Trial
Court ng Tagaytay City
Branch 1, ang mga akusa-
dong sina Simforoso Sala-
zar, Jorlan Torrequimada
at Victor Equisa ay napa-

tunayang nagkasala sa
paglabag sa RA 9147 o
Wwildlife Resources Con-
servation and Protection
Act at hinatulang mabi-
langgo ng hanggang tat-
long buwan at pinagmu-
multa ng P20,000 bawat
isa.

Ang naging desisyon

ng korte ay lumabas ma-

karaan lamang ang dal-

awampung araw mata--

pos mahuli ang tatlong

‘akusado sa isang check-

point sa Tagaytay noong

Hunyo 28 ng kasaluku-
taon.

Ayon kay Cimatu, ang

ﬁf@“’kak'-ﬂ. opgngtaﬂo_ ng

egal wildlife trader ay

nagpapatunay lamang na
esi

desidido ang mga awto-
ridad sa pagpapatupad

ildlife cls er at tra-

der sa Pilipinas.

Ang mga narekober
na pangolin na nakita na
sa loob ng van compart-
ment ay agad na dinala sa
DENR rescue center kung
saan pinakain at gina-
mot ang sugat at galos
ng mga ito pero nabatid
na tatlo lamang sa mga
ito ang nabuhay at dina-
1a na sa kani natural
habitat sa Palawan. (Riz
Dominguez)
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The water level at Angat Dam in Bulacan continues to increase due to mon-
soon rains over the country in the past few days.

- Based on the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services
Administration’s (PAGASA) monitoring as of Monday, Angat Dam’s water level
has increased by almost a meter from 174.13 meters last Sunday to 175.10
' meters on Monday.

Angat Dam’s water level is inching closer back to its 180-meter minimum
operating level. It has fallen below the 180-meter mark last April, prompting

- the National Water Resources Board (NWRB) to suspend water allocation for
irrigation of farmlands in Bulacan and Pampanga.

Once the Angat Dam reaches its 180-meter minimum operating level, the
NWRB may consider increasing the water allocated for Metro Manila’s domeshc
requirements.

. The current water allocatlon of 36 cubic meters per second (cms) is split
60-40 to water concessionaires Maynilad and Manila Water, respectively, It has
been decreased from 40 cms to 36 cms after the dam breached the 160-meter
critical level in June.

The normal water allocation for the domestic requirements of ¢ oonsumers in
Metro Manila and nearby provinces is 48 cms.

This Tuesday, the southwest monsoon or “habagat” will still remain as the
dominant weather system throughout the country.

PAGASA weather specialist Ariel Rojas said the weather bureau does not
expect the formation or entry of a low pressure area or tropical cyclone inside
the country’s area of rsponmb:lrty in the next three to five days.

Monsoon rains will prevail over Ilocos Norte, Tlocos Sur, La Union, Pangasi-
nan, Abra, Benguet, Zambales and Bataan.

Meanwhile, Metro Manila and the rest of the country will experience partly
cloudy to cloudy skies with ‘isolated rain showers due to localized thunder-
storms. -

PAGASA warned that sudden rains due to severe thunderstorm activity es-
pecially in the afternoon or evening may cause flash floods or landslides in
Iow-lwng or mountainous areas. (Ellalyn De Vera-Ruiz)

-
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That's the Spirit

CESOI, Diplomate

HE decnslon of the
"“éupreme Court to penalize
concessionaires Maynilad and

Metropolitan Waterworks and
Sewerage System (MWSS) for
theil"wolations of Republic Act
No. 9275 or the Clean Water
Actis a blg tnumph for Mother
Earth.

‘The wolatloﬁs* stemmed
from the failure-of the parties
to put up sewage lines and
sewage treatrnent facilities
which are specif‘ ically provided
for in the Clean Water Act..

The penalties that the Su-
preme Courtimposed — £921.5

~ million each for Maynilad and-

Manila Water (with the MWSS
jointly and severally liable
with each water concession-

~aire) and ?322’102 daily

?l

fine until they fully comply
with the subject provisions -
of the law, clearly illustrate
the extent of the victory for
Mother Earth. This is so even

Dr. Ramon Ricardo A, Roque,

- For Mother Earth

if the concerned parties are
expected to exercise their

- right to file a motion for re-
Manila Water as well as the

consideration.
The finality of the victory of

expected partlcularly because

_the Supreme Court’s decision

was from a vote of 12-0 (with
two justices abstaining from
the voting and not from a vote
of 14-0 as earlier reported)
Such victory, however, is not
enough. as been reported
that 20 percent of the bills

_paid by the customers of the

two water concessionaires
was specifically for sewage
services. Since such services
were not substantially pro-

vided, the concessionaires

should be held accountable
for the money paid by their
customers.

This should not be a simple
question of returning the

collected money to the cus-

tomers. The concessionaires

Mother Earth, in this case, is -

should accaunt their actions in
handling the same.
The concessionaires shou!d.

- not be allowed to gain from

money that they collected at
the guise of doing actions re- .
quired not oniy to serve their
customers but also protect the
enwronrnent. i '
If the concessmnalres in-
creased their shareholders’
wealth not only by failing
to do what the law requires
(which was the matter decided
on by the courts) but also by

‘generating profit from what

is, at the very least, unethical
collectlon of fees, they should |
be held liable.

Another interesting angle of
this issue is the liability of the..
MWSS. To what extent will it
shoulder the joint and several |
liability of the two conces-
smnalres? Who will eventually

“pay for” the liability of the
MWSS considering the public
nature of the organization?

The victory of and for Mother

Earth can only be complete

if other than having the con-
cerned parties pay the imposed
penalties and fines, those
responsible will be made to
repair the envl;onmental dam-
ages they cﬁusﬁﬁ "

EDITORIAL CARTOON
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 MALUNOD SAPRSIG RIVER,
'NRILIGTAS NG RIVER
WARRIORS NG PRRC

NOONG ika-9 ng Agosto ng
hapon, tationg kabataan mula
sa Lungsod ng Maynila na
muntik na malunod ngunit
nailigtas ng River Warriors ng
Pasig River Rehabilitation

Commission (PRRC) sa Pasig -

River.

~ Ayonsapinuno ng PRRC
River Warrior na si Nifio Gu-
tierrez, nakita nila ang tationg
kabataan nahihirapan na lu-
mangoy pabalik sa mga bang-
ko ng Pasig River rna!aph sa
Jones Bridge, Maynila. Sa
kalakasan ng habagat, hindi
naisip ng mga kabataan na
ang agos ng tubig na duma-
daloy sa Hilagang Bay ay la-

" lakas dahil sa pag-ulan.

. Kaagad tumugon ang
PRRC River Warriors sa na-
]utang pangyayari na maa-
ring ikamatay ng tationg ka-
bataan, mabilis sila'y lumu-
ngoy palungong sa mga

tinedyer at binigyan sila ng
mga life savers para mayroon
sila mahawakan.

Ang edad ng dalawang

- batang lalaki bata ay nasa 14

k|

taong gulang at isang batang
babae na may edad na 15,
ayon sa kanilang salaysay,
sila ay lumalangoy lamang sa
ulan ngunit hindi nila inaasa-
han lalakas ang alon sa ilog.
Matapos ang pagligtas,
dinala sila sa linear park ng
Lawton Ferry Station at binig-
yan sila ng isang maikling
panayam ng PRRC River
Warriors mapayuhanat
mammmkanilalmngamng
gagawin sa oras ng kagipitan
para sa kamiang kaligtasan.
*Alam niyo ba sa ganitong
panahon, malakas ang current
ng tubig, huwag na kayo uli
maligo diyan, Okay lang kung
kalmado lang yung tubig, kaya
Iang hindi niyo masasabi na
bigla lalakas ang
alon, talagang ta-

na kayo magla-

" mga River War-

= "tangaym na kayo '
~niyan papuntang

~Manila Bay. Sa

~ susunod, huwag

| Plnurf i
.PRRC’Exacuﬁvex_ ;
DimJossM;
tonio E. Goitiaang

riors para sa isa pang kaba-
yanihan, ang paglitas sa mga
kabataan at sa pagbahagi ng
kaalaman at pagbibigay ng

 paalala. "l am proud of the con-

cemn and heroism of our River
Warriors to save the kids from
imminent danger. They are
people to be admired and res-
pected. Meanwhile, we in the
PRRC wish to remind every-
one to please do not swim or
bathe in our rivers, especially
while it is raining, for your
safety. Your health and safety
are very important fo us,‘ sabi -
ni Goitia.

-00000-
. DALAWANG PINOY
- PINAPURIHAN

Tumanggap kamaka:tan
ng papuriang daiawang Filipi-
no na kapwa nagpamalas ng
katapatan at kahusayan sa |
kani-kanilang mga ghagm
pamngtmgkubn

Teves.

Binigyan ng Certificate of
Commendation ng pamunuan
ngintemational irport ang pa-
giging matapat ni Laxamana
lalo pa't untraceable envelope
ang kanyang napulot, ni ang
pasahero nga diumano ay hin-
dialam kung saan niya nawala
ang perang dala-dala.

Pinatunayan ni Laxama- _
na ang kagandahang asal ng
mga katutubong Aeta na si-
yang nakadiskubre sa Pilipi-
nas at unang nanirahan dito.

Samantala, pinagkalooban

naman ng prestihiyosong Bri-

tish Empire Medal mula kay
Queen Elizabeth If ang dray-
ber na si Roland Quitevis na
naninilbihan sa United King-
domEmbassysaMaynilasa--

'ng thirty-three :
élQuitevisaynakapag-




STRATEGIC
COMMUNICATION
——-———ﬂ-‘ INITIATIVES

\_,-—-r SERVICE

TITLE :

PAGE

PAGE 1/

UPPER LAGE 1 BANNER  EDITORIAL CARTOON

STORY STORY

13 AUG 2019

DATE

WER

% I;;EGIONS |
Baguio finds new
forest protectors

BAGUIO CITY—Mayor Benjamin Magalong
pended the demolition of structures at the gz-

hectare Busol watershed here after land claimants -

and settlers agreed to organize, police their ranks
and draw up plans for protecting the forest.

city intends to resolve squatting on 112 ha ;%e
reservation, a major water source, as it be a

conservation program for its remaining 2.5 !
million trees. —STORY BY VINCENT CABREZA 1

‘,.4
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Settlers want to turn
forest protectors

Land claimants, squatters offer to guard and preserve Baguio watershed

BAGUIO CITY—Facing evic-
tion, Ibaloy land claimants and
settlers have offered to secure
and preserve the 336-hectare
Busol watershed, the city’s key
source of potable water that
has been threatened by en-
croachment for decades.

The offer was made last §

week during a meeting called by
city officials, who were poised
to demolish eight new struc-
tures built within the Busol for-
estreserve, which Baguio shares
with neighboring La Trinidad
town in Benguet province.

The city intends to resolve

squatting on 112 ha of the wa-

tershed within its territory as it
begins a conservation and re-
habilitation program for its re-
maining 2.5 million trees, May-
or Benjamin Magalong told 200
Busol residents who attended
the meeting. '

Busol was segregated for
the conservation and protec-
tion of Baguio water and tim-
ber resources in April 1922
through a proclamation.

Water rationing

It remains vital because
potable water in the city has
been rationed since the late
1980s. The Baguio Water District
(BWD) taps Busol for water that
is supplied to 30 percent of the
city’s about 350,000 residents,

But Magalong suspended

the demolition after dwalle;s i

S -

PINE PATCH

Busol watershed is vital to sustaining Baguio

&

City’s water supply. The late Ramon Dacawi (in photo), one of
the founders of the environmental program “EcoWalk,” brought

.groups of students to this patch of pine forest to teach them

about the value of trees. —pAUL RILLORTA / CONTRIBUTOR

agreed to organize, police their
ranks and put together plans
for protecting the forest.

The city did not give the
number of Busol dwellers, al-
though foresters and the BWD
in 2007 listed 695. An inventory
conducted in 2006 by a Busol
task force, composed of local
and national forest regulators,

said 643 houses were builtin the
Baguio part of the watershed at
the time while 532 houses were
constructed in La Trinidad,
Many dwellers were granted
approved land surveys and were
issued tax declarations, so the
government and the environ-
mental group Baguio Regreen-
ing Movement (BRM) launched

a public campaign to fence off
the watershed.

Legal conflict

But the fencing project was
blocked in 2009 when Busol be-
came the center of a legal conflict
between Ibaloy land claimants
and the city government.

Ibaloy families  asserted
their ancestral land rights and
claims, prompting the National
Commission on Indigenous
Peoples (NCIP) to stop all fenc-
ing activities.

Families belonging to the
Molintas and Gumangan clans
said their ancestors’ names
were identified as claimants,

The city government cited a
provision in the Indigenous
Peoples’ Rights Act of 1997
(Ipra, or Republic Act No. 8371),
which exempted Baguio from
the law’s coverage.

In an Aug. 30, 2012, letter to
the NCIP, the city government
opposed ancestral land applica-
tions filed in Baguio, except
those recognized by the govern-
ment before Ipra was enforced.

In 2018, the Supreme Court
ruled against the claimants.

Magalong, during the meet-
ing with settlers, said that
while Tbaloy families could -
continue to pursue their
claims, the high court had
clearly established that the wa-
tershed could not be inhabited.
—VINCENT CABREZA INQ
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* DILS HIEF BACKS BAN ON NEW BULDINGS, TREE CU

Interior Secretary Eduardo Ano
on Monday backed a proposed
yearlong moratorium on ‘the
construction of high-rise build-

ings in Baguio City to afford the  ority concern of the interagency

summer capital “a brea. T
from over@g%elopment” M
Ano, in a statement, agreed
with Baguio Cn:z Ma.yor ‘
jamin Magalong’s prop
construction ban,w' saying‘:}e
city “is now heavily conges

and it's takmg so much toll on
‘the environment.”

He said the czty’s environ-
mental condition was now a pri-

task force headed by Environ-
!ﬁent‘Sea'etarpryCimam. not-
ing that a draft executive order
(EO)ont the buﬂdkag’ban.and cut-
ing of trees had been submitted
gg, the Office of ttgePresident.

Ao said the draft mcmded‘

afundmg componentto 1mple- planmng in order to considerr
- ment priority projects, such as  the impact to the environ-

;the upgrading and expansion ment, said the secretary of the

of the city’s sewage treatment Department of the Interior and
Sy SLELITTE | 1o e T Government (DILG).
“The c1ty needs to pause, ‘Afio said he was confident

-Breathe. and be healed because that with Magalong, a retired

of overdevelopment. Let us _police general, at the city’s
save Baguio City while we still helm, Baguio could also ad-
 can. The proposed EO will pave  dress problems on watershed

the way for a reevaluation of depletion and traffic conges-
the city’s urban development tion. —JEANNETTE L. ANDRADE INQ
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EOon 1- year ban on Baguio
-skyscrapers, tree-cutting pushed

"y he Department of the Inte-

®rior and Lo,cal Government
(DILG) is pushing for the
: . approval of a proposal of the
Baguio City government to impose at
least a one-year moratorium on the
construction of high-rise buildings in
the city “to give the country’s summer

capital a much-needed breather from

overdevelopment.”
“I strongly agree with Mayor Benjie
Magalong on the moratorium in the

‘construction of high-rise buildings in

Baguio City. The city is now heavily

congested and it’s taking so much toll

on the environment. The city’s envi-
ronmental condition is now a priority
concern of the interagency task force
: headedby Environment Secretary Roy
Cimatu,” said DILG Secretary Eduardo
M. Afio.
‘Afio shared that a draft Executive
Order (EO) on the proposed morato-

- rium on skyscrapers and cutting of .

trees, except those that are dead and
‘may cause danger to life and property,

. has been submitted to the Office of the

President.

The draft order also comes with a
funding component to implement prior-
ity rehabilitative projects such as the
upgrading and expansion of the city’s
sewerage treatment system.

“The city needs to pause, breathe,
and be healed because of overdevelop-
ment. Let us save Baguio City while we
still can. The proposed EO will pave
the way for a reevaluation of the city’s

_urban development planning in order

to consider the impact to the environ-
ment,” added Afio.

The DILG chief also commended
Magalong for showing political will in
p‘reservi'ng and enlarging the city’s
remaining 30 percent forest cover. ‘-

Under Magalong’s leadership, the
DILG is confident that the city could

hopefully put an end not just on the
spontaneous constructlon activities
but also the problems on watershed

depletion, congested trafﬂc, and rising
temperature

About 40 percent of the Busol Forest
Reservation, the city’s biggest source

of potable water, is now occupied by
informal settler families which caused
the rapid depletion from the original six
watersheds to just four.

DILG Undersecretary and spokes-

~_person Jonathan E. Malaya noted the

DILG through the Cordillera Adminis-
trative Region (CAR) will work closely
with the city government and the De-
partment of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR)-CAR in mapping

out strategic actions to address the

massive problems on dwindling water

supply, tree-cutting, solid waste man-
.agem‘e_nt, and overdevelopment.

Taking a cue from the successful
rehablhtatlou of Boracay, Malaya says.
the city government should act swiftly
to ensure that Baguio’s natural beauty
is preserved amidst development.

. “Ourtargetis to ensure that Baguio
 City’s beauty is well-preserved so that

every time local and foreign tourists

go there to unwind and recharge, they

can all take refuge in the city’s clear
blue skies, lush green mountains, tow-
ering pine trees, and very hospitable
climate,” Malaya said.

por
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‘Defer high-rise devt in Baguio’

THE Department of the
Interior and Local Govern-
ment (DILG) expressed on
Monday its support to the
proposal of the City Gov-
ernment of Baguio for at
least one-year moratorium
on the construction of high-
rise buildings in the city.

“The city needs to pause,
breathe, and be healed
because of overdevelop-
ment. Let us save Baguio
City while we still can.

The proposed executive
order (EO) will pave the
way for a reevaluation of
the city’s urban develop-
ment planning in order to
consider the impact to the
environment,” DILG Secre-
tary Eduardo Aiio said in a
press statement.

Aio agreed said the city
“is now heavily congested
and it’s taking so much toll
on the environment.”

The city’s environmen-
tal condition is a priority
concern of the interagency

task force headed by

~ Environment Secetary Roy

Cimatu, Afio said.

The Office of the Presi-
dent, Aiio bared, has
received the draft EO on
the moratorium, which
would stop construction

~of skyscrapers for one year

including cutting of trees,
except dead ones and
causing “danger to life and
properties.”

Fund for upgrading
and expansion of the

city’s sewerage treat-

ment system are also
included in the EO.

Meanwhile, the DILG _
chief praised Magalong
for showing political will
in preserving and enlarg-
ing the city’s remaining 30
percent forest cover.

Magalong is confident
that the city could stop
watershed depletion, con-
gested traffic and rising
temperature.

DILG Undersecretary

and spokesman Jonathan
Malaya said the DILG
through the Cordillera
Administrative Region
(CAR) would collaborate
with the city government
and the Department of
Environment and Natural
Resources-CAR in map-
Ping out strategic actions
to address the “massive
problems on dwindling
water supply, tree cutting,
solid waste management
and overdevelopment.”
DILG said informal set-
tlers were occupying about
40 percent of the Busol For-
est Reservation, the city’s
biggest source of potable
Wwater, causing rapid deple-
tion from the original six
watersheds to just four.
Malaya also encouraged
the city government to act
fast like in the Boracay re-
habilitation to ensure that

- Baguio’s natural beauty is

preserved amid develop-
ment. DARWIN PESCO
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agle Center in Davao City help educate visitors about environment
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JONSERVATION SYMBOL “Sinag,” a 3-year-old male Philippine eagle, and other birds of prey nurti
onservation, —JOSELLE R. BADILLA
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PH EAGLE CENTER

DAVAO CIT"(—Vis:tors to the
Philippine Eagle Center in
Malagos here are in for a treat
as they can witness the behav-
«dor of birds of prey while in
 flight or hunting.

+  “Raptors. in Flight,” the

rPhlIlpme Eagle Foundatmns
« (PEF) latest initiative to educate
" the public about raptors, will be

‘a weekly event ‘at the center in
Calinan District sta.rnng Aug. 17

in time for the Kadayawan Fes-

“This is the first and only
demonstrauon in the world to
show a Phjhppme eagle flying
on cue,” Dennis Salvador, PER
executive director, said in ‘a
statement

- Conservation mission
“It truly is a sight to see. We

‘hope that through this educa-

tional experience, more people

~would come to appreciate our

feathered friends and in turn, be

conservation mission to make a
difference,” he said.

Nine raptor species, includ-
ing the giant scops owl, Min-
danao lowland owl, Pinsker’s
hawk-ea,gle Philippine serpent
eagle, brahminy kite, grey-
headed fishing eagle, white-
bellied sea eagle and the Philip-
pine eagle “Sinag,” saw action
during the launching on Satur-
day, doing the ﬂxght demon-
stration.

tival activities.

Philippine eagle adopted by the
Philippine Airlines, will turn 4
years old in December this
year.
~ Lohwana Halaq, a pnmatol—
ogist and Sinag’s handler, has
been training the eagles for

~about two years.

Training ' Sl 41,
“For our Philippine eagle

and all the other birds of prey.

here, it does take time [to train

them], she said. “That was the

mspired to contrlbute to the

Sinag, a

]uvemle male

main thing—training in terms
for falconry. All the techniques
come from falconry ... like train-

~ ing birds of prey to hunt, basi-

cally. But instead of hunting
here, we're training them on the
cue of our glove and they get the
reward of a piece of meat,” Ha-
laq told reporters after the per-

. formance.

She said the training was a

way of condmoning the ani-
- mals’ response to cues on time

and to be safe while doing it.”

-
i

“Qur birds are safe and we

 are safe; [we start] off with get-

ting to know the birds,” she
said. i

Ticket prices for “Raptors in
Flight” are P3o00 for adults and

" P250 for children, inclusive of en-

trance fee, film viewing and tour
of the Philippine Eagle Center.
PEF also arranges private viewing
of raptors through reservations@
phihppineeaglefoundatmn.org or
through mobile number 0917-
7089084. —JOSELLE R.BADILLA INQ
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Sink holes pose
danger lo Alllav

B oonny Sales

POLANGUI, Albay -
Theea sink holes, one
. .ud at the back of a
scnool, are a threat to
studentsandres:dentsof
Bgy. Pinagdapugan in
this town.

The sink holes were
discovered in the upland
part of the village after
rains covered Bicol over
the week

According to Socorro

Sambitan, head of the
Mumc:pil Disaster Risk

ReductIMrMam ement
Councﬂ (MDRRN%C), the

biggest among the three
sink holes was discov-
ered at the backyard of
the Pinagdapugan Ele-
mentary School, with a
diameter of about 1.5-
meters.

The hole had caved-in
over three meters deep.

- Sambitansaid two oth-
er sink holes, with over a-
meter deep, werealsodis-
covered at a residential
area at the back of the
school.

She said the holes con-
tinuetocave-in time
there is a heaRl( down-
? pourir in the locality

Soil samples f:rom the
softening ground por-
tion were sent to the De-
partment of Environ-
ment and Natural Re-
sources-Mines and Geo-
sciences Bureau (DENR-
MGB).

The MDRRMC re-

quested the MGB to in-
spect the sites of the smk
holes.
Last week, classes at
the Pinagdapugan Ele-
?%ﬁ’m‘ ink hole
as - hole
anger to elemen-

- tax?lr school'pupﬂsbecause ;

eavy Tains.
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3 sinkholes pose danger
to Polangui residents

By SONNY
SALES

'POLANGUI, Alabay--
Three sinkholes were
discovered in the upland
vﬂlage of Barangay Pi-
nagdapugan here, after
rains from a recent ty-
phoon ravaged Bicol over
the week.

————

According to Socorro
Sambitan, head of the Mu-
nicipal Disaster Risk Re-
duction Management
Council (MDRRMC) Po-
langui town, the bi
among the three sink holes

was found inside the back-

ard of the Pinagdapu an
ementary School wi

diameter of about 1. 5-

meter, and a hole over 3—

Samblgelf said two oth-
er sinkholes over a meter
deep were also discovered
at a residential area at the
back of the Pinagdapugan
Element School. It was
observed that the holes on
the ground have continued
to cave in every time there
is a heavy down pour in
the locality.

Soil samples from the

g:ound have been sent to ,

e DENR-Mines and Geo-
sciences Bureau, while the
local MDRRMC had re-

ested the MGB toi

e sites of the sink holes.

Sambitan said, earlier
classes were ;uspmded at
the Pinagdapugan Elemen-
tary School, to protect stu-

dents during heavy rains.
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RIO TUBA Nickel (RTN) became the first company in the local —™=*
mining industry to use the Department of Science and Technol-
ogy’s bioreactor that converts biodegradable wastes into organic
fertilizers and soil conditioners. : '
~RTN, a subsidiary of Nickel Asia Corp. (NAC), adopted this in-
novative soil conditioning technology through DOST’s technology
transfer program. Sy ; A 2 5 A
According to DOST project supervisor Dr. Myra L. Tansengco,
the principle behind the bioreactor developed by the department’s
Industrial Technology Development Institute is to promote ef-
ficient solid waste management practices in the communities to
comply with Republic Act 9003, the Ecological Solid Waste Man-
agement Act. | A :
“RTN is the first mining company to use the fertilizer and soil
conditioner from this bioreactor for their rehabilitation programs
and for use in the communitie's,‘f said Tansengco.
Engr. Cynthia Rosero, RTN Resident Mine Manager, said: “RTN
intends to extend the use of these organic fertilizers for the ongoing
vegetable production projects in the IP communities in Rio Tuba
that aims to cater to the growing demands for organic vegetables
in Palawan.” B . R e B
RA 9003 was signed into law in 200L. It is the legal framework
for a systematic, comprehensive, and ecological solid waste man-

agement program in the Philippines. AN Mo
Almost 20 years after RA 9003 became a law, the challenge con- -
tinues with enforcing proper waste segregation in the communities.
Engr. David L. Herrera, Senior Science Specialist at the DOST,
explains that the challenge is mainly for the barangay-level folks to
be able to visualize how solid waste can be useful, for the individ-
ual and for the community as a whole, for them to be really serious
about waste segregation. K 2P ik ;

Workers at Rio Tuba Nickel demonstrate how £ use the DOST b s
. onstr W10 use the DO
- wastes Into organic fertilizers and soil conditioners, Sl el

which converts :le?iqt;léggadab'le
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DES AND TRASH. Acclaimed surfers
thlighting the extensive presence of plastic trash on our beaches and in seas.

from the country’s six leading surf
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ng communities show how much plastic waste they've picked up from the beach within a 5-minute period,
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hat’s the title of a t‘gg_l}ous

song written in 1959 for Tony

; Bennett, which was included
~ in his certified platinum album 7 Left
"My Heart in San Francisco in 1962.
Though the song was composed for
Bennett, it was Frank Sinatra who
& populanzed it in 1964 as part of his
It Might As Well Be Swing album
- collaboration with Count Basie and

: ‘* b Quincy Jones. i
{:?)I\J;\(I% a @ Ut— ~_ Thesong was the last that Old Blue
MIK . Eyes sang in public in 1995, and those
ATTY. E - very words were immortalized on his

?OHEDO ________ tombstone after his death in 1998.
- s There is also a popular version sang
i ~ by Michael Bublé in 2007 in his Call
1 MeIrrespanSIble album. As to who of the three sang it best, well,
the opinions would be imbued generational biases, so I Ieave it
up 0 you, dear readers.
In'my case, these three exceptlonal crooners have been an

mspxratwn ;Whenever I’m asked to perform,

it The: d:hrye most memorable were: Bagyo ng Muszka the

concert rawi; Some Enchanted Evening, the Pluhppme Bar

Assocmtlén.foundanon day concert; and A Holiday Sympheny:

_;E_"Chrzstmas, _tpe MVP Group Christmas concert

%h I Wag prwlleged to the stage with icons like Gary,
ﬁ 'Ogi&Alcasi d the Manila Symphony Orchestra

ional Artist for Music and 2019 l{amon

Stro Ryan Cayabyab. o %

, with this industry, I am also deeply
hat is — safety always comeﬁﬂﬁtst

c ted defini ve feasibghty studies (DES) for the first phase
of the Sllangan Copper—Gold Project of Philex Mining Corp..

The Sllangan Project is a large-scale, high-grade copper
and gold mine development with a number of greenfield and
brownfield components located in Surigao del Norte in Mindanao.

The Silangan Project has been hailed as one of three big-ticket
mining projects that would catapult the Philippines to becoming
a major copper producer in the world.

There is excitement in the results of the DFS because it
reaffirms the immense potentlal and magnitude of the pro_]ect

A greener Sibutad, which Philex h "
go could imagine this onb'e helda: ?:I::;o

Successtully rﬁhahmtated and beautifully restored B . anted
SUccenpfll ulawan To date, Philex has 1 (
ailings Pon : hectares of disturbedp and um}lgtm!&%natrr::: e 4'000'
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'vironm'ent' manager Abner Silorio,

ari Angelo
Axel Tumula

ncial institutions J.P.
uho for project financing

ub-level cave
to showcase
d.

Philex is determined to maximize the remaim‘g mine life of
- Padcal and show to all and sundry that the closure of mines can
be done properly with dignity in full compliance with the law:

Philex currently has two other mines under care and

maintenance which are by themselves models for mine

the Sibutad mine in Zamboanga del Norte, = i
- Seeing photos or video cov crage of these former mine sites
now, with the lush greenery and vegetation, you would not think

rehabilitation — the Bulawan mine in Negros Occidental

zor Richelle Romarate, Philex community

n Marcelo Noble.

Tubofd; fa

Dalit, Silangan mine site
k and MGB Caraga regional ‘Lh'

thor’s interview with ANC

: adstart host Karen Davila.
 that you were looking at a former mine. : :
- In fact, the extent of reforestation and rehabilitation work in
- both Bulawan and Sibutad has been cited as best examples by both
 the President and the Department of Environment and Natural
- Resources Secretary., AT ¥Ry Rl
Credit for this goes to the hard work and dedication of the
- women and men of the Philex Environment team through the
 years, under a leadership that not only showed sincere care for
the environment but also genuine love for the community.
Silangan will be the showcase for proper mine development
not just for Philex but for the whole mining industry as well. It
- ushers in a new hope for a business that is one of the most highly
regulated in the world. LRy
.. In the words of engineer Eulalio Austin Jr., Philex and
Silangan president and CEO, “believe that the best is yet to come
_for the mining industry. £21 . BAEEE A
In one interview with multi-awarded broadcast Jjournalist
Karen Davila, I emphasized that responsible mining, if allowed
- to flourish, can reap tremendous benefits for our people.
Indeed, responsible mining is more than just an aspiration or
a slogan because it already exists. In fact, mining companies like
. Philex; with projects ke Silangan, are kicking it up a notch, going
beyond responsible mining in partnership with the government.
- And as the song of the above-title goes, “the best is yet to
come, come the day you'’re mine.” Pun unintended. %
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~ Legarda wants
~ her green airport
- When she turns 60

Former senator and now Antique Rep. Loren Legarda
wants anew green airport in her bailiwick completed by next
year when the former broadcaster hits 60,

According to the Transportation Und for avia-
tion and airports Manuel Antonio Tamayo, Legarda specifi-
cally “recommended” the installation of solar panels, a vertical
garden, rain catchment system, and non-corrosive materials
for the new Antique terminal that is being rushed for comple-
tion by June 30, six months ahead of original target. '

June 30 incidentally also marks the first year of Legarda as
: W congresswoman. O

According to a Department of
Transportation news release, Le-
garda’s son, Leandro Leviste, whose
Solar Philippines company has just
been granted a controversial fran-
chise to operate renewable energy
plants in underserved areas, has
committed to provide the solar pan-
__ els “free of charge.”

™ In return, Legarda pledged to
secure an additional P150 million to fund the extension of the
airport’s runway from 1,430 meters to 1,800 meters in order
to accommodate jet operations. ,

Legarda has asked the contractor, Verzontal Construction,
to submit the airport’s masterplan, including the architectural

o

VICTOR
C. AGUSTIN

IT HAS PLACED ANTIQUE
BACK ON THE MAP.”

House Speaker Loren {egarda
.-'/l’“
.-’/'
i S

;;?brand-new Toyota A

ment of the Antique Airport,” Tamayo said, “To do this, OV\}:e- Y
 need the augmentation of workers and equipment, and extend
the working hours from eight to 12 hours.” o :

e Project involves the construction of a passenger ter-

- minal to replace the current one, an admin building, p

Quse, parking area, staff house, perimeter and security.

3 NS Ve g A "
 Delta to stop flying to the Philippines
. Delta is ending its daily Manila-Tokyo service by end.
- March, a busy post-war route tllé;,if‘?lflyadr mﬁent:g from
 Northwest when it acquired the fellow US airline in 2008,
_ AccordingtoaDelta Airlines announcementover the w
 end, the Atlanta-based carrier would still serve Lo
 viaits joint-venture partner, Korean Air.

This means that from April 1, 2020, US-bou,
 taking Delta will be routed throu i

. Delta’s joint venture with Kor
ippine-bound customers to make seamless cox
Seoul between Delta flights from the United States,
- Atits peak in ﬂie’%s,,ﬁleﬁﬁ- -merger Northwest Airl
 was flying three times adayto. gx-mX pan and onward to US des- -

»

?‘tmatibi'lsftom,thelflfuh. CORN e
 mer US colony daly to the US ' aipan.

- Indidentally, Delta's withdraw:
- route should also strengthen the
- Airlines and partner \lI'Nipp

7 a;cén-idor,

. documented total compx _
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Copied ideas bear
fruit in Manila

MANILA Mayor Francisco “Isko” Domagoso, who

' received heaps of praises for his efforts to clean
A the city, declared on Monday that part of his suc-
) cess comes from copied ideas.

Domagoso, who was the guest at the “Hotseat”
program of The Manila Times TV, added that
bringing order and removing road obstructions

are part of the daily tasks of a mayor.
+. He said his principle on governance was
ﬂspl ed by the late Singapore prime minister

Lee Kuan Yew.
< “I'm not ashamed telling others that

I'm duplicating things, I'm trying
¢ to copy whatever is good for the
city,” Domagoso said.

Upon taking his post,
the former actor

cleaned streets

and relocated il-
legal vendors plying
the stretch of Recto
Avenue and Carriedo,
: The mayor said he re-
. moved illegal vendors from
major thoroughfares but

> |deasA2
RROVDITOIBENA COPYICAT by Do daroeis
plansfand|projectsloniTheManilaiTimesiTViszHotseatprogramy wam
BIDEAS FROM Al problems — trafficand garbage ~ “Ang katagumpayan ng
~ —the mayoradmitted that gobyerno afnmpakﬂmsa ng
Co p l ed these could not be solved but tao. (The government's suc-
only managed. cess lies in the cooperation of
he did not depnve them of their ©  Hesaid trafficrules and regu-  citizens),” he said. ;
livelihood. : lations should be followed. He said while he was for prog-
He explained that vendors “When we say ‘no left tum,’ ress and development, he would
were taken off main roads but = it’s no left turn” he said. not sacrifice heritage sites in
_ were allowed to ply their trade Citing the way Singapore  the city
in inner streets. He said the ban  managed its garbage problem, “I will [welcome] progress
on vendors in main streetswas ~ Domagoso said citizens should [but] not atﬂlehxpense of our -
non-negotiable. take responsibility for cleaning  heritage;” the mayor said.
On the city's two blggest their environment. JOSHUA VERA CRUZ

3.4
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EcoWaste warns vs secondhand toys from thrift stores

SEGOND hand toys sold
gheaper price i
th stores or "ukayni
ukay" may not be exactly
safe for children, EcoW-
aste Coalition warneﬂ‘
Monday.

In a statement, the en-
vironmental group said ¢
some products in ukaym.
ukay stores or “UK stores”

-~ are laden with chemicals
dangerous to human
health, especially to a

child’s developing brain
aud”dentral nervous syé-n'

tem.

Some of the toys the
group has tested. haw:]ngh

bromine content ranging

from 723 to 4,190 parts
- per million (ppm), w1th
-sgme exceeding the 1,000
ppm limit.

“The bromine found
on the black plastic com-
ponent of these toys,
which may come from re-
cycled plastic electronic
casings, may indicate the
presence of brominated
flame retardant chemicals

or BERs.” EcoWaste Coali-
- tion’s Chcmxcal Safeby

Campmgner 'I'hony DlZOll
sardy SN ;

brominated diphenyl
ethers (PBDEs) are known
to interfere with the en-
docrine or hormone sys-
tem, the group explained.

EcoWaste said hepato-
toxicity or chemical-driv-
en liver damage and neu-

- rotoxicity or damage to

the central or penpheral
nervous system are other

potential effects of expo-

sure to BERs.
Furthermore, the

i ' there are
- BERs such as poly— * ukay stores bemg?snld‘

group also discovered
toys in ukay-

without the required la-
beling information.

“None of the 1tcm§ v}e ;

bought from UK stores

are labeled, whlch,goes_-
against the mandatory la-

beling requirements for all
toys sold in the country

* per Republic Act 10520.3

the Toy and Game

 Labeling Act 0f 20137 Di-
- zon said.

- The group is hopmg
that their findmgs wnﬂ

prompt authorities to in-
~ vestigate the sale of toysto
protect consumers, espe- |
cially children, against
health hazards.

“We hope that our
findings will prompt the
authorities to initiate fur-
ther investigation on the
sale of used toys and other
children’s products in
ukay-ukay stores to pro-
tect young consumers
against potential hazards
to their health and safety”
Dizon said.
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