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. CONTINUED FROM A2

To date, it said, “sewer coverage is more

* than 15 percent of our water-served population
and 22 percent in terms of facility acceptance/
capacity, a 700-percent increase from only 3
percent when we took over in 1997. We are
 accelerating various used water programs to
increase coverage to 32percentby2022desprte
persistent challengesinimplementation, which
include land acquisition, rights-of-way, permits
and relocation of informal settlers. The biggest

cons:deratlonfurthegovemmentinappmvmg '

these projects is the significant cost impact
* of these facilities on the water bill of every

© consumer who will eventually have to pay for :

- these services.” HE

‘Use money to comply’

APPEARING before environmental reporters at

a hastily-called press conference Wednesday,
~ Antipordaappealed tothe MWSSandits private
- concessionaires, Maynilad Water Services Inc.

and Manila Water Co. to comply with the SC

order’ratherthan spending somuch money on

the legal actions” as the fine proceeds would

anyway go to the Manila Bay rehabilitation,
which currently operates on a tight budget.
“What we want is the compliance with
the Clean Water Act,” said Antiporda, adding
that the DENR would want Manila Water and
Maynilad to come up with their immediate

plans on doubling their actions in compliance :

with the SC order.
Asimilarcall tothe water concessionaires
was earlier made by Buhay Party-list Rep.
Lito Atienza, who was the DENR secretary
when the breaches in the Clean Water Act

were discovered, and who ordered the fines’

imposed. However, instead of complying, the

\water companies sued the DENR, going all

 the way, to the SC after losing in the Court

¥

of Appeals.

Voting 12-0, the SC ordered MWSS and ,

ManilaWaterto“jointlyand severally”payafine

~ totaling P921,464,184. It also ordered MWSS

and Maynilad to pay the same amount, which

coversthe period of May7, 2009, fiveyears after

RA9275 was enacted, to August5,2019, or the
day the decision was promulgated.

MWSS, Manila Water and Maynilad were
ordered(to pay within 15 days from receipt of

the ruling. They were also fined P322,102 a
day from the time they receive a copy of the
decision until they have fully settled the fine.

The SC, in imposing the fines, affirmed a
previous CA ruling and denied a petition filed
by the MWSS and the water concessionaires.

The court ruled that the MWSS, Manila
Waterand Maynilad were liablefor violation
of Section 8 of RA 9275, which requires the
connection of existing sewage line in all
subdivisions, condominiums, commercial
centersand otherestablishments, including
households, to an avallable sewerage
system.

The decision stemmed from a case filed by
the DENR, which in 2009, slapped the MWSS
and the private concessionaires afine of P29.4
million for their failure to install and maintain
wastewater treatment facilities within five
years after RA 9275 was enacted in 2004.

Underthe law, the daily fineincreasesby 10
percent every two years until full compliance

- with Section 8.

In 2013, the CA upheld the authority of
the DENR to impose fines for violation of such

an important pravision in the cuuntrys clean

* water law. Jonathan L. Mayuga

.....................................
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SC order a warning to environmental offenders

THE Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources
(DENR) said the recent Supreme
Court (SC) decision imposing
massive fines on Metropolitan
Waterworks and Sewerage System
(MWSS) and concessionaires
Maynilad Water Services Inc. and
Manila Water Co. Inc. for their
alleged non-compliance with the
Philippine Clean Water Act of
2004 should serve as a warning
to other environmental offenders.

Benny Antiporda, DENR un-
dersecretary for solid waste man-
agement and local government
units concerns, said the court order

will boost government efforts to
rehabilitate Manila Bay and other
critical areas.

“We are looking forward to
mote people in the justice system
extending their support to - our
fight to preserve and save the en-
vironment,” Antiporda said.

He said the SC decision should«
also serve as awakeup call to other
companies to take compliance to
environmental laws seriously.

Antiporda appealed to the
MWSS and the two concession-
aires to immediately comply with
the SC order “rather. than spend

so much money on legal actions”

as proceeds of the fine wotth over
P1.8 billion will fund the Manila
Bay rehabilitation which currently
operates on a tight budget.

The decision penned by associ-
ate justice Ramon Paul Hernando
enjoined the MWSS and west zone
concessionaire Maynilad to pay
P921,464,184 as fine for violating
the law by failing to put‘tp sew-
age lines and sewage treatment
facilities.

A similar amount of
P921,464,184 was also charged
on MWSS and east zone conces-
sionaire Manila Water for the
similar charge.
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DIRECT HIT

By ITCHIE CABAYAN
CONGRATULATIONS

el

(D :
a victory in its 1 battle
with the Ma d Water
Services Inc., Manila

Water Co. Inc. and the

Mc’.rii(r;;)pufiitsa':l"’\r ‘Water-
works an (- S
tem (MWSS). o s

The DENR'’s position
was sustained when the
Supreme Court unani-
mously issued a decision
upholdin‘g';iia 2009 order
penalizin water com-
panies wi%h' a hefty fine for
violation of Sec 8 of the
Philippine Clean Water
Actid -

In its 140 decision, the
SC said Maynilad shall be
jointly and severally liable
with the MWSS for a total
amount of P921,464,184
covering the period 05/07/
09 to date of promulga-
tion;. Manila Water Co. Inc
shall be jointly and several-
ly liable with] for the
same amount and period
and shall pag.gthe fine with-
in 15 days from receipt of
the decision. From receipt
of the decision until cf»éﬁ-
tioners have fully paid the
amount stated in 1 and 2,

| petitioners shall be fined |

the initial amount of
P322,102 per day subject
to further 10 percent in-

G

r for the De-
of Environment
and Natural Resources
ENR) for having scored

- Bay.

Usec Benny wants complia
~ Atienza wants refu

crease every two years as quires them to provide

provided under Sec. 28 of
the Philppine Clean Water
Act; until full compliance
with Sec 8 of the same law.

There :sglso a legal interest

of six percent per annum
until fully saﬁs%fd. :
DENR Undersecretary
Benny Antiporda says he
and those from the DENR
mou; c}gonmthe;r fa-
vor but are not ha
or satisfied since wh t‘g eg
want from the water com-

Ppanies is compliance and
not for them to simEly shell

out fines or penalties.
Indeed, the SC decision
is very timely, as the Du-

_terte government is hell-

bent on cleaning up Manila

Antiporda said what
they actually want is noth-
ing but strict and full com-
a}lance with the Clean
ater Act, citing the need
to save the planet and the
enyironment for us and the
next generation to enjoy.
Too, Antiporda laments
that based on news reports,
the said water companies
are bent on still fighting out
the issue in court. :
If there is anyone who is
truly happy with the SC
decision, it is Buhay Rep.
Lito Atienza, who hailed
the punishment as the ‘best
deterrent to violators of
environmental protection
laws.” 5
As DENR secretary in
2009, Atienza says he was
the first to have issued the
order fining MWSS and the

- two private water conces-

sionaires.

entities in April 2009 for
violating Section 8 of the
Clean Water Act which re-

wastewater treatment fa-
cilities and to connect sew-
“age lines in all establish-
ments, including house-
holds, to an available sew-
eraﬁ stem,” he said.
The following month, he
- said an initial fine of P29.4
million was imposed on the
said water companies. This
has now already ballooned
~ to almost P2 billion and the
Supreme Court now says it
should be paid inside 15
‘days without prejudice to

- further daily fines until the
~ violators meet the terms of

law. :

Atienza pointed out that

instead of fulfilling their

contractual obligation of
putting up wastewater
treatment facilities, the
MWSS and the water con-
" cessionaires went to the
- Court of Appeals, where

they lost.
: '¥I'h'ey went to the Su-

g_feme Court, and now
~end of the road for them.
They now have to quickly
put up sufficient waste-

water treatment facilities,

as we've been reéyeatedly
pointing out in Con| A
and connect all hou5£cﬁ?s
and establishments in their
- concession areas to an avail-
able sewerage system. Un--
til they do, they will have to
continue alf;a%;ng the
P322,102 dai e, which
escalates by 10 percent in
two years,” Atienza says.

e Clean Water Act,

~he said, gave these compa-
nies five years to comply =
~between April 2004 g:; pril -

" “We first cited the three

deserve to be dealt i'vitz

ve also lost. It is the

' itchiecabayan@

as he also bared having
asked lawyers Romulo
Macalintal and Melchor
Monsod to look into possi-
“ble ways of refunding con-
sumers for the 20 percent
sewage fee that they have
been paying since 1997 for
a service that has not been
rendered by the water con-
.ccording to him, we,
the water consumers, have
been paying a so-called
sewage amounting to
20 percent of their monthly
water bills over the years,
for a service that has never
been rendered. :
Fipa v jiig
Beauty tip— Massage
the scalp for 10 to 15 min-
utes after bathing with
‘water. This stimulates the
blood circulation and
strengthens. the hair folli-
cles in the sclslg (Source:
‘Dr Rosary May Canay-
Diaz of Californian Bloom
Aesthetic Institute and
Medical Spa /4108424/
4669596 /09178038240/
025053987 )
.+ Jokjok (from Ricard
Molino of Pangasinan)—
WIEE: Hoy, bakit ginabi ka
na naman?/HUSBAND:
Pasensiya .na, nagka-
yayaan lang mga office-
mates ko konting inuman
'EH&IWIFE‘ Lasin, ,%ka no?/
-SllhngND: H.lll;\ e! ‘Yan
ang hirap sa ‘yo bintangera
kaFIWD?E Azmng hi‘r%de?
Wala ka namang trabaho
paano ka ?na_Flgaroon ng
ofﬂcematesz adu!
AR * ;

Direct Hit entertains com-

009 — but sti ey did 1 _ments, stions or com-
. YP 1o ne ~ plaints, e Have them
; plied. They r Cemailed, . . . fo

e
ahoo.com

severely’, Atie_vngaadd_gd;“-'_éf text 0927-7169778.




N [ T

\% STRATEGIC @
UPPER PAGE 1 BANNER  EDITORIAL CARTOON
;:OMMUNICATION STORY STORY
———— Szl:‘l,-’l\::;v“ PAGE LOWER
——d 09 AUS pp1g
TITLE - PAGE 1/ DATE
N




FAGE 1 WAHFER  EDTORIAL - CANTE
S10nY IRy

4 i . .
.'::‘ ! i [EL""“---"“""'—lﬁr:) G i
& f ‘ A T FRPOIRIL. - S Wil iaamRee )
S S A Erean ,/ o

= .. MANILASBULLETIN oo

epartment ol Enviconment and Matural I’lesuul‘cr::s 14 : f
A © UK NATION'S LIEADING NEWSPARER,

RATEGIC COMMUNICATION IMITIATIVES SERVICE

A




I'V{.ml*—lf_tr—(

=

Da. ly j( UPPER PAGE | BANNER  EDITORIAL CARTOON
— / 4. [:I STORY STORY

Ifumnmne + =

www.Daily Tribune.com [: 9 AUG ZU};

| , }’

|

! PAGE 1/ { DATE
|

Moderate
_your greed

The decision of the Supreme Court (SC) to impose an

“ estimated P2 billion in fines on concessionaires Maynilad .

Both Water Service Inc.,, Manila Water Co. Inc. and regulator ~ grcard
Jfirms Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage System (MWSS) ¥}
together  forviolating the Clean Water Act requirement on water
provide treatment facilities was long overdue.
sewerage The decision redounds to consumers who
needs have been taken for a ride by the water
of less distributors for so long as they religiously pay
than half  sewerage fees in their
of their monthly bills without
customer the pl'OV_iSiOrl of the

et [NITIATIVES
_"—,- SERVICE
i

! } N STRATEGIC
I § COMMUNICATION
\

service promised. :
z;:;. Thg SC en_banc MWSS
orer 40 W Ml /  MAYNILAD WATER
opemﬁon. and MWSS to pay SERVICE INC.

P900 million each

0 S e ”AfégtflwéTER

P900 million each for
violation of the law.
The two firms and MWSS were also
fined an additional P322,000 for each day
that they fail to comply with the order.
The decision should settle a long A
pending dispute on the L

A

A
culpability of the three (4 ~ pre
firms in the neglect of ' BILLIO me
the bodies of water in and Pz wit
around the capital city. \ tha

In a December 2008 FINES ins
ruling, the SC directed ' : gra
eight government agencies, o Aqu
including the MWSS, to speed OLA“N fun
up the cleanup, restorationand Fo gf t
preservation of Manila Bay. ~

The ruling compelled the } w ATER casl‘
stepping up of the construction THE CL &
of wastewater treatment facilities |

a to restore “the pristine quality” of
polluted water systems. ' g

In monthly bills, however,
fees are collected like clockwork.
; The claim of Maynilad is that it
| does not charge residential and
i semi-business customers and that it only imposes a 20
i percent charge on business customers.
i It is the same way with Manila Water, which claims it
; imposes 30 percent of the sewerage charge on commercial
- and industrial customer’s but none on residential users. \,.{M 08/09/19
Some residential customers, however, complain of being DAILY TRIBUNE
collected 20. percent of their basic charge in what appears
to be sewerage fees. : SR 5 ; : s
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RAGILE The Philippine pangolin, which is endemic to Palawan province, is among the most trafficked animals in the country, with its scales and meat fetchiné tholusla

|
@INQNATIONAL

; Fei
nds of pesos in the underground market.

Pangolin poachers skip jail

Three traders convicted by Tagaytay court free, seeking probation

By Maricar Cinco
@maricarcinco

SAN PEDRO CITY—The three
men recently convicted by a
Tagaytay City court of violating
the wildlife protection law for
smuggling 10 Philippine pan-
golins out of Palawan province
have filed a petition for proba-

They were sentenced to three

months of imprisonment and
asked to pay a P20,000 fine each.

Temporary liberty
“They could use that [bail] for
their temporary liberty, pending
the approval of their petition for
probation,” Eduardo Lamorena
Jr., Tagaytay parole and proba-

— +

tion to avoid imprisonment.
The Parole and Probation Of-
fice, under the Department of
Justice, in Tagaytay City has yet
to grant the petition for proba-
tion: but Jorlan Torrequinada,
Victor Equiza and Simfroso
Salazar had already been re-
leased from detention after post-
ing a P20,000 bail each in July.

On July 18, the defense’s
counsel filed the petition for pro-
bation in Tagaytay’s Parole and
Probation Office, the same day
Judge Liezl Rosario Mendoza of
the Tagaytay Municipal Trial
Court in Cities Branch 1 convict-
ed the three men for violating
the Wildlife Resources Conser-
vation and Protection Act.

tion chief, said in a telephone in-
terview on Thursday.

A person under probation
must report once a month to his
assigned probation officer,
must not commit any other of-
fense and must not transfer
residence. The probation offi-
cer may also ask them to under-
go a “rehabilitation module”

during the period, by reporting
as often as once a month or
twice a month, depending on
the compliance and perfor-
mance of the probationer.
According to Lamorena,
the minimum probation peri-
od is six months to a
year but not more ‘Tas
than six years. A2'4

- - -

GREGG YAN NICO;{
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-H'ei'mogenes said the village
o 2 irig e 3 RS  hired Jer-val Enterprises from
TRIMMED? A treeis shorn of its. g2 T / alenzuela City }
leaves after a pruning andc ng Sl v p‘rumng and
projectis ap;'oved by offi cia’is m '

Barangay Phl[am -—Lmiul.l.o

o

{ 3 fir —'; S ;é oy R b e
Philam for ‘the cutl;mg . g : I-Iermogenes s
'prun gg’igxa, ba: ba,ﬁ But the permit’s effectmtyé ‘The DENR, howev
machx yptus, fire tree, lapsed after thepvﬂlage falledi. ed his requ 1

gmelma, mahogany, molavé to hire a. DENR-— iliated condg pemut’
narra [and raéln trees;m th*e ‘tractor to do tﬁ work, sai § 30 ‘days on Iuly 10.
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No trade off It is up to developers to prove the value of several projects to reclaim
Manila Bay, Manila Mayor Isko Moreno said, adding that progress should not be in exchange
for the safety of the people and protection of the environment.

My word is that it is not my priority... it is

up to them to prove their worth

,/By Elmer N. Manuel

For Manila Mayor Francisco
“Isko Moreno” Domagoso, it
would be inland development
rather than the controversial

Manila Bay reclamation as focus
of his administration's projects
for the city.

In the regular online forum
“Straight Talk with Daily
Tribune,” Domagoso revealed

my door - Isko

BOB DUNGO JR.

four to five reclamation .
proposals have been signed |
by his predecessor, former
Mayor Joseph Estrada, and the
coriflicting plans were muddling
the development projects in the
city.

However, the neophyte Manila
mayor said any of the plans

Turn to page A2
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already 31gned by Erap

There were four to ﬁve reclamatlon projects

presented is flot his pnonty d.s of
the moment. :

“My word is trhat it is m)t
my priority. It is up to them to
prove their worth,” he said. “I'm
not closing my door because
from the beginning, I'm up for
development, but I will not

 regards to the safety of the
people and the environment in
exchange for economic growth.”

Asked about ‘the various
infrastructure projects lined up
after the reclamation that aims
to establish gambling cities,
Domagoso said that he’s not keen
on it since there are already a lot
of gambling establishments in the
metropolis.

“We have enough already
there,” he said, referring to
entertainment and gambling
[ establishments at the
Entertainment City in Pasay
and Paranaque. “But we'll see...
I'll cross the bridge when I get
there.”

“There were four to five

mmn PR 0

.gamble the effects of this with

reclamatmn projects already"-

signed by Erap,” the mayor
said. “But that's water under

same position that I have

We’ll see, P’ll cross the
bridge when I get there.

# "I would raﬁhez focu§ on

ulland development and ‘use
“all the energy and effort and
resources of the city government

to develop what is there already
in the city,” he stressed.
The incumbent Manila mayor

also stressed that he will leave it

first to the city council to inquire
about the said projects and he
will attend to them as soon as
they come to his office. ;

Council’s call
“For the meantime, the
council — under the oversight
committee — had conducted an
inquiry and as I said, it’s the city
councilors’ job,” Domagoso said.

“We will check on it once it goes

[ nbun

rove reclamatloh S

to my office,” he added
. Asked on his plans regarding
the reclamation, the mayor said

_thathewﬂlnotdoanythmgas

of the moment and he will focus
all his energy to find ways to

_ benefit the people of Manila and
~ the bridge. 1 will focus on my
campaign promise and it’s the
] ‘that’s their problem,” he said.

i “In the first place, why would
~ they claim before the city and

tlle -environment as well.
“I don’t have to do anything,

engage the city wherein they did

~ not follow due dxligence?" i

_ “That’s their busmess, it's not
mme. What I'm after is, is this

“safe for the clty" Is this good for
‘the city? Or is it good only for

the businessmen and not the city
and the people of Manila? That is

something I have to check later

on,” he indicated.

‘Safety first
The Manila mayor added that

first and foremost, the safety
of the people of Manila is his
- stressed that these projects have
~ to follow the rules of various
_ government agencies to ensure
that it will not cause longterm

priority. i
“You can always claim, but
you cannot reclaim immediately,

because what I'm after for is

how safe is it to the people of
Manila and the environment...
This must be addressed by this
concessionaire or proponent

| Explosive match Political sensation Manila Mayor Isko Moreno shows off media phenomenon Daily Tribune.

DAVID JOHN CUBANGBANG

“or whatever term they call it,”

said Moreno, adding that he
will not waste time by waiting
and arranging things for the
reclamation issue.

He also noted that while
focusing on inland development,
he will also look after the welfare
of the people and stressed that
the city government’s business is
“people helping people.”

I would rather focus on
inland development and use
all the energy and effort
and resources of the city
government to develop
what is there already in
the city.

“The business of the city
government is people helping
people,” Domagoso said. “So
that’s where I will focus on.”

On the notion that the

~ reclamation may push through

after his three-year term, he

prubIems Ior the Gity of Manila.

T Follow rllles
"l‘hey‘ caﬁ wait for 10 years,

‘Taybe six months or two months,

maybe one year, but it’s not for me

' to say that it's already okay,” he

said. “They have to follow the rules
of the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources. They have

to follow rules from the Public

Estate Authority.”
“If this indeed goes back to us,

: then we'll check if these things

will benefit the city government
with regard to economic growth
and the people of Manila for
Jjob opportunities and all other
things. They still have a long way
to go,” he added.

Although he’s not really

- against the reclamation projects

for Manila Bay, Domagoso
reiterated that it is not the

- priority and noted that they will

review the reclamation contracts
with an open mind. .
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From plastic

wastelo

delightful ecobricks slide

By LEONY R. GARCIA

LASTIC used to be regarded as a world
miracle. After all, it was really created -

to help mankind to eliminate the need to
ransack the Earthin pursuit of substances which are
constantly growing scarcer as well as saving plants
and animals. Indeed, plastics have transformed
many lives for the better. They've eased travel into
space and revolutionized medicine. They lighten
every car and jumbo jet today. In the form of clingy,
|ight-as-air wraps, they extend the life of fresh
food. In alrbags, incubators, helmets, or simply by
delivering clean drinking water to poor people in
disposable bottles, plastics save lives daily.

With improper disposal over the years, plas-
tics have encountered a problem—tons of improp-
erly discarded plastic waste in varying sizes from large
containers, fishing nets, to microscopic plastic pelfets
or even partides—discarded impropery every year,
everywhere, polluting lands and bodies of water.

Global company Mondelez Philippines
sees it is time to create alternative uses for plas-
tic waste. Heeding the call to save Mother Earth,
Mondelez Philippines with partner First Balfour,
decided to make use of plastic waste by construct-
ing play areas made of ecobricks—or plastic 1.5
or 1.75-liter bottles which are stuffed with plastic
packaging waste,

The play areas will be installed in the adopt-
ed Joy Schools of Mondelez Philippines in support
of the company’s global 2025 commitment to make
all packaging recyclable, provide recycling infor-
mation and support public-private partnerships to
help reduce waste and improve recycling.

Recyded Plastic Play Areas
THE First Balfour-designed ecobricks slide was
unveiled at Camp Claudio Elementary School
in Paranaque City on August 2 in the presence
of school officials, the Paranaque City office and
partner the Philippine Business for Social Prog-
ress (PBSP). The ecobricks have been collected
by the school community itself and Mondelez
Philippines employees. In fact, some of the plas-
tic bottles bear the names of the students or the
sections of the students who filled them.
According to Mondelez Philippines Country

Director Ashish Pisharodi, a total of 990 kilos of eco- -

bricks have been collected from January to March
2019, and transformed into the three play areas.
He said two more play areas shall be un-
veilad within the month of August, at the Rogelio
Gatchalian Elementary School in Paranaque City

. and Holy Spirit Elementary School in Quezon City.
“Through the ecobricks project, the students
of the Joy Schools can learn about the importance

of environmental protection, recycling and have

more opportunities to be active while enjoying
thelr new play areas,” Pisharodi said during the
interview after the launch.

Snacking Made Right

MONDELEZ Philippines aims to empower people to
snack right as well as help minimize plasticwaste. |t
believes that one of the approaches to help address
theissue of plastic wasteis to make it easier for con-
sumers to recyde packaging and support industry
coalitions to improve recycling rates,

The Joy Schools, Mondelez Philippines’s sig-
nature community program across Southeast Asia,
has included recyding to help empower students to
care for the planet’s well-being.

The Joy Schools currently provides a daily
nine-month feeding for 300 undemourished stu-
dents in the country to help improve their nutrition
and increase energy for school.

“We are excited about the launch of the Joy
Schools Plastic Play Areas project. Over the past
years we have done similar projects to help pro-
mote the importance of recycling, Including shar-
ing of recycled plastic chairs with schools through
ourbrand, Tang" Pisharodi shared.

“In our manufacturing plant in Paranaque,
we also have several initiatives in place to ensure
we reduce our waste and carbon emissions, and
our use of energy and water. As of 2019, 98% of the
total waste from our operations are either recycled
or recycable.”

'rhlslsnnlyhestartforusaswemoveto-
wards our global goal of 100% recyclable packag-
ing by 2025,” he concluded.
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World ?/Iazon and P,roctér :

& Gamble (R&G) P

together with Department of
Education Malabon division
office launched the “Pag-
asa sa Basura” campaign, a

sustainable waste collection

and re system target-
qéfslghgolsaf mtI?/Iregtrﬁ
e
in2 gsen sch‘g:)llls
Malabon an Quezon C1f.y‘
The particip ti
will be outﬁttedm schodL
" based materials recove\_
facilities (MRF) for variou:

- solid waste materials mdua :

ing sachet packagin,
be participating in the cam-

that will be collecte

handwaslnng fa&h

f’_f@rld Vision, P&G, DepEd
i Lp enggasa«sﬁ @a

' ,bnng sachets to receive in-
centives such as. gchool sup-
plies.

Furthermore, the profits
from
the MRF will be used for

.Water, Sanitation and Hy-
; glene (WaSH) _programs

n:nprovements in their
ties and
WaSH education.

~ In photo are the repre- ]

sentatwes from the Mayor’s
Office of Malabon City, De-

'~ partment of Education Mala-

bon Division, World Vision

3 Development Foundation ™
~ Inc, and Procter & Gamble

The students wlgwé Wﬂlffh

the s

ippines together with

ool principals from World Vision Philippines a
the participating schools in tivities, visit www.worldvision. for updates.

-~ org.ph. You may alsol follow /':
visionph. on Facebook and
orldvisionphl on Instagram

To know more and support

‘ pa:gn are encouraged to

.
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Water to cause future
~ wars, as in the past

Future“wars will be fought
over water, experts say. Riv-
ers and lakes will dry up from
global warming. Seafood stocks will
dwindle as ocean temperatures rise.
Nations and tribes will battle over
remaining freshwater sources and
sea features. Hundreds of millions
of people will perish.

The alarm for water sustainability
was first raised in 1995 by World
‘Bank vice president Ismail Serageld-
in. While no war has yet erupted
strictly over water, the flashpoints
are many. Australia has been at odds
with neighbor-states over the seas
‘between them. Against international
law, China has been trespassing the
exclusive economic zones of the Phil-
ippines, Vietnam, Malaysia, Brunei,
Indonesia, Taiwan, and Japan.
~ The UNESCO traces Middle East
conflicts to the Euphrates and Tigris
Rivers in Syria, Iraq, and Turkey;
the Jordan River in Israel, Lebanon,
Jordan, and Palestine; and the Nile
River in Egypt and Ethiopia. South
American countries through which
the Amazon flows are quarreling due
to dam construction and pollution.

Down the Mekong River every
month Chinese gunboats (again!)
cruise through Laos and Myanmar to
the border of Thailand. Supposedly
it is to maintain order in the illegal
drug producing Golden Triangle at
the Southeast Asian countries’ tri-
border. But ASEAN knows it is a raw
display of powér by China, which
is to build on the river a series of
hydropower dams. Vietnam loudly
has been opposing China’s schemes
beyond borders. Cambodia and Thai-
land too have been disputing certain
portions of the great Mekong.

Even within countries there’s trou-
ble over water. Dispute over equi-
table sharing of the Kaveri River has
been raging since the 1800s between
the Indian states of Tamil Nadu and
Karnataka. In America so disunited
are the states of California, Utah,
Nevada, and Arizona over choked
river flows. The Cochabamba Water
Wars sparked in Bolivia in 1999-2000
when the government attempted to
privatize the main river.

No need to go far. So acute was
Mega Manila east zone's water short-
age last Mar.-Apr. — two million cus-
tomers afflicted — that President Rody
Duterte personally had to resolve it.
In Dagupan citizens blame annual
floods first on the adjoining Santa
Barbara town’s canal diversions
then on their own ex-mayor’s river
reclamations. In Bulacan residents
complain of a political clan’s clogging

of waterways with illegal fish pens.

In rice producing provinces violence
often sparks over control of the bar-
rio “prensa” or irrigation valves.
Averting water wars so far are
international pacts. For how long is
unsure. Leaders have agreed on what
measures need to be taken to manage
the world’s water. But virtually no
country has done anything, laments

environmentalist and author Scott -

Moore.

Control of waterways was critical
in history. In 451-452 AD, Attila the
Hun pillaged half the Roman Empire,
holding the region from the Danube
River to the Baltic Sea, and from the
Rhine River to the Caspian Sea. In
medieval Europe, barons exacted toll
from trader caravans that traversed
rivers in their realms. For six years,
1267-1273, the Song Dynasty twin cit-
ies of Xiangyang and Fancheng along
the Yangtze River withstood siege by
Mongol hordes. Then Kublai Khan's
newborn Mongol navy devised a way
to separately rout the two cities’ riv-
erboat and bridge defenses. During
World Wars Land Il European bridges
constantly were blasted and rebuilt

by attacking and retreating armies.

Early in the Philippine Revolution,
- Andres Bonifacio attempted to grab
waterworks in Balara, Santolan, and
San Juan del Monte. And Emilio
Aguinaldo’s Katipunan chapter
stopped Spanish pursuers at the river
bordering Cavite. . : :
Water conservation too was crucial
in the past. Uniting Mongol, Tatar
and other nomadic tribes in the early
13th century, Genghis Khan founded
a capital by the confluence of the
Kherlen and Tsenker Rivers. Well,
not so close by. He erected Avraga
a good 30 minutes walk from the
waterways. That's to avoid polluting
‘them with too much human waste,
and to escape insect infestation and
flashfloods during the rainy seasor, -
Later at the headwaters of the Kher-
len, Onon, and Tuul Rivers around
the holy mountain Burhan Haldun,
Genghis Khan designated a no-build
zone. Let no man set up camp at the
river sources, he ordered. With tha
he closed the Mongol homeland to
all outsiders. Only the Mongol roy-
alty was allowed to bury their dead
there for two centuries. Closed family

‘meetings and ceremonies were held

in the secret center of the Mongol
Empire.

In the Bible’s Old Testament,
which tells the history of Israel, water
sources were prominent too. When
Caleb married away his daughter,
Achsah told him straightforward that
she wanted the springs bounding the
pasturelands she had just inherited.

_ Caleb relented. And that became the

territory of Judah to this day (Joshua
15:16-17). Of course, Jesus turning
water into wine, to the delight of
wedding guests at Cana, is perhaps
the best story of smart water use.

Catch Sapol radio show, Saturdays,
8-10 a.m., DWIZ (882-AM).

Gotcha archives: www.philstar.com/
columns/134276/gotcha
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Who protects those
who protect us?

HE Philippines has been de-

clared as the deadliest coun--

try for environmentalists. An
irony considering that the Philip-
pines is also hailed as one of the

most mega-biodiverse countries, °

not only in Asia but in the entire
world. A recognition that has
been gi'ven to only 17 countries
by the United Nations Environ-
ment Program (UNEP) due to the
sheer number of both endemic
and non-native species that can
be found in our naturally rich
islands and seas — but a title
which also pays an unwanted and
unfortunate price: life.

Life paid by our park rangers,
environmental officers, NGO
workers, volunteers, indigenous
tribes and service people who
have dedicated their sweat and
literally blood in protecting
nature and biediversity in the
Philippines. A price that can
never be paid back. Last year,
according to the report by the
Global Witness, a non-profit
organization that exposes ex-
ploitation and abuses globally,
about three environmentalists
were killed every single week
throughout the year. Three
mothers and fathers, siblings
and friendsiseparated forever
from their children and families
in this vague environmental war.
Yet despite the decline of the
total number of killings glob-
ally — 201 victims in 2017 to
164 victims in 2018 — the fact
that these unjustified murders
still exist shows an insidious,
deeper and systemic issue within

the governmental and industrial
sectors of society, considering .

that these environmental kill-
ings occurred within the prox-
imity of agricultural projects,
mines and logging sites. Brazil,
Guatemala and Mexico are some
of the other countries where
‘majority-of these- environmental
"k;llmgs occurred — ‘countries
that are stricken by poverty,
corruption and bribery. Con-
cerning issues that are ingrained
and intertwined in the political’

~and Bocmeconormc state that
: developmg countries like the

\

INTO THE
WILD

GAB MEJIA

Philippines are facing, but are
being silenced due to the fear
of flying bullets and the price-
less payment that comes with it.
Our country has always had this
intractable problem of a weak
rule of law, from something as
simple as the chronic bribery
of traffic officers to avoid being
penalized to as grave as abusing
the Constitution, perpetrated by
those in power. Such viciousness
is inexcusable, much more con-
cerning to the culture it fosters
on the enforcement of environ-
mental laws and measures we
desperately need and lack today.
From the sugarcane plantations
of Negros to the deep forested
mountains of Palawan, it is
during these times of silenced
extrajudicial killings that we

~should voice out more against

the atrocities and injustices that
our country continues to face in
honor of these “martyrs”: a title
we hope we may never get to see
again in this day and age.

We need to invest further in
both the promulgation and
enforcement of environmental

lawsand republic acts to invest in

these environmental protectors,
a challenge for our government
and educational institutions to

grow teeth and the political will .

in order to safeguard the last few
remaining natural spaces and
wildernesses we have. We need
to reevaluate and further see the

-true sociocultural and sustain-

able economic importance of
protecting and conserving the en-
vironment. To start taking pride

“in our own natural heritage and

home. It is time to protect those
who protect us, because in this
environmental war, no one is
going to protect the Philippines
but the Filipinos.

Email: jgbmejia@gmail.com
www.instagram.com/gabmejia
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