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To provide amore accessible
and transparent public land
titling, the Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources
(DENR) is bringing operations
down to the villages to accept
applications for titling of public
alienable and disposable lands.

'DENR Secretary Roy Ci-
matuhas issued DENR Adminis-
trative Order (DAO) No. 2019-08

instructing all Provincial Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources
Offices (PENROs) and Commu-

nity Environment and Natural

Resources Offices (CENROS)to

accept public land titling applica-

tions at the barangay level.
“This is part of our continu-

ing effort to simplify, streamline,
and fast-track the disposition of

public alienable and disposable
lands through free and home-
stead patents, and we are doing

this in strong partnership with
local government units (LGUS),”
Cimatu said.

I-l"e has tasked the DENR’s

Land Manageme_' t.Bureau
_‘_._g}n\d-éﬂ- \gayswheretlﬂmgoperamnsare
"'_"t:eto ongomg,*andadvmedthepuhﬁcm

" (LMB) to provide fu

ance’andtechmcalaé j

ensure maximum results in the
implementation of DAO 2019-08,

brmgs 1and titling to Vﬂlages

tltled “Applications of Puhllc

 Land Titling at the Barangay

Level.”
LMB Dnrector Emelyne Ta-

labis said the DAO essentially -

brings land titling services closer

_ to the people through the ba-

rangay.

“We are thrﬂled that with
this new pohcy, we can impact
land owners’ lives by providing
a more accessible and transpar '
ent service of the governmen

:Talahls said.

Under the DAO, PENROS
and CENROs —in coordination

~ with LGUs and barangay officials
— would accept applications
. for public land titles submitted
_through the barangay oiﬂce

To help facilitate the process,
land-related information such
as cadastral maps, proeedures,
streamlined requirements, and
correspondmgfees would alsobe
posted in conspicuous places at

‘barangay halls for easy v;emng
~ bythe public.

LMB clarified that the initial
rollout would only allow accep-
tance of applications in baran-

be aware of any schedule in their
respective villages.
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Barangay land
t|tI|ng now possnble

| The Department of Environment and Natural
- Resources (DENR) is bringing operations to different
- barangays across the country to accept applications
 for titling of public alienable and disposable lands
in  bid to make pubﬁcaland ﬁﬂmggnopefmegs‘!bie .
~and transp nt* -
Environment Secretary Roy A. Cimatu recently issued
~ DENR Administrative Order (DAO) 2019-08 which instructs
- all Provincial Environment and Natural Resources Offices
- (PENRO) and Community Environment and Natural
* Resources Offices (CENRO) to accept public land t.iﬂing
applicauons at the baranga,y level.
~ “This is part of our continuing effort to sunplify,
 streamline and fast track the disposition of pub]icnliemble
arddisposablelmidsﬂmﬂghﬁ'eea!ﬂhmmdpatem:s, &
arniwaaredbmgmismstmngpartnerslﬂpwmhhcal
~ government units (LGU),” Cimatu said.
" Cimatu tasked the DENR’s LandJManagem‘ent
- Bureau (LMB) to provide further guidance and
~ technical assistance to ensure maximum results in the
hnplementauon of DAO 2019-08, entitled “Applications
 of Public Land Titling at the Barangay Level.” :
~ LMB Director Emelyne Talabis said that the DAO
“essentially brings land titling services closer to the
people through the barangay. “We are thrilled that with
- this new policy, we can impact land owners’ lives by
providing a more accessible and trmsparent service
- of the government,” she said. _
 Under the DAO, PENRO and GENRO--’
coordination with LGU and baran
officials — would accept applications for
1 ubhc land titles submitted through the

Qne 'process, land

i qadgstral maps

me tsan ,

and encourage the community to CI|W\TU
 apply forland titling,” Talabis said.
- She added that applications can be accepted on-site
I as long as the requirements are complete.

The LMB howaver, clarified that the initial
.mllout would onLv allow acceptance of applications
in barsngays ‘where titling operationg - ongoing,
and advised the public to be amug m‘;t ;chedule
gﬁ.their respe%hve villages. 2

This is part of our continuing eﬂ'ort
to simplify, streamline and fast track
the disposition of public alienable and
- disposable lands through free and
homestend patents.

I preparatlon for the full mplementatmn of the
- DAO, LMB personnel have already been: conductmg'
rapid land tenure appraisal in different regions of the

country to determine lots with pqtpqqial for titling.

- The LMB has also started training DENR field _
“personnel and LGU representatives on how to hasten

»r

R ' the apphcation process for pubiic land titles.

- The DAO tasks the concerned regional offices
to submit written and video documentation of the
gpmceedings of the titling operation and submit
‘these to tha‘LMB for monitoring purposes. "-l‘he

ntation shall form part of the database of the
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- DENR to accept titling
apphcations :

THE Department of Environment and:
Natural Resources will now accept
public titling applications of alienable
| and disposable lands at barangay level.

. Secretary Roy Cimatu issued DENR
. Administrative Order No. 2019-08,
instructing all provincial environment
and natural resources offices, and
community environment and natural
| resources offices to accept public land'

titling applications at barangays. !
“This is part of our continuing effort
. to simplify, streamline and fast-track:
~ the disposition of public alienable
and disposable lands through free and.
homestead patents, and we are doing
this in strong partnership with local
government units,” Cimatu said. :
He tasked the agency’s Land
Management Bureau to provide further
guidance and technical assistance
_ to ensure maximum results in the
implementation of DAO 2019-08
entitled “Applications of Public Land
Titling at the Barangay Level.”
Emelyne Talabis, LMB director, said
the order essentially brings land titling
~ services closer to the people through the
barangay.
© “We are thrilled that with this new
policy, we can impact land owners’ lives
| by providing a more accessible and
transparent setvice of the government,”
she said. Rio N. Araja .
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~land titling applications now

- accepted in harangays

‘sible to the public.

LAND titling can nowbe

' accessed in barangays

across the country.

The Department of
Environment and Natu-
ral Resources (DENR)
said that operations to
accept applications for ti-
thng of public alienable

and disposablelands have
been brought down to
different barangays in a
b:d to make itmore acces-

- According toSecre
Roy Cimatu, DENR A
ministrative Order (DAO)

2019-08 instructs all Pro-

vincial Environment and
Natural Resources Offic-
es (PENROs) and Com-
munity Environment and
Natural Resources Offic-
es (CENROs) to acce ot
pu'bhc land titling appli-

cations at the barangay

level.
“Thisispartofourcon-

tinuing effort to simplify,

streamline and fast track

‘ the chs osition of public

enable and disposable

-lands through free and

homestead patents, and
wearedoing thisinstron
partnersh.ip ‘with loca
overnment
Us),” Cimatu said.
Tasked to the job was

units

DENR’s Land Manage-
ment Bureau (LMB).

Under the DAO, LMB

has to provide further

guidance and technical |

assistance to ensure max-
imum results in the im-
plementation of the order
entitled “ ications of
Public Lan
Barangay Level.”

LMB Dlrector Eme-

timg atthe  accessib

By Joel

dela Torre

Igﬂe Talabis sa1d that the
AQ essentially brings
land titling services clos-
er to the people through
the barangay.

“We are thrilled that
with this new policy, we
can impact land owners’
lives by providing a more

Ye and transpar-
ent service of the govern-
ment,” Talabis said.
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tatanggapin na sa barangay

UPANG maiwasan ang;ed

 tape sa gobyerno at
dlllmng proseso ns pag-

pnpa ulo ng mga public
 land, tatanggap na ang [

partmant of Environment
| and Natural Resources ng
aplikasyon para sa pagpa-
| patitulo ng publ!callenable
~and dlspasable lands sa

y Envfronment gg
%’atng Provincial

B ba
: %S&‘Iplngl:%:: nafgggﬁﬁ- :

éﬁi-« |

tulo ng | lupa sa mga. baran-
Q&Y '3?55

Inatasan ni- cimatu ang

Bureau ng

DENR na magbigay ng painu-

bay at technical assistance

Kinalaman sa pagpapatitulo,
ang LMB ay magdidikit yg
cadastral

mapangkadastro(

‘maps), daloy ng aplikasyon,
_streamlined requirements at
 halaga ng

kaukulang bayarin
sa isang lugar sa barangay

hall na madiﬁng makita ng
lahat.

upang matiyak na magiging

nilang barangay.
maging madaﬂng

maayos ang .implemantas-.

ntin ko ang
%‘"mﬁgn{';‘n""ang?"bﬂ-

5 '-barangay ang apflka&yoq,

kung may "WMPNP%

papatitulo. z‘?:

Pmapayman dmmto
publiko na alar
dule ng pagpap
kanilang mga
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APLIKASYON SA LAND TITLE

PUWEDE NA SA BARANGAY

tauhan ng LMB ng “ten-
ure - appraisal” sa iba’t

MAS pinadali na ang
pagpapatitulo ng mga
public land makaraang
magpahayag ang De-
partment of Environ-
ment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR) na
kanilang  tatanggapin
ang aplikasyon para sa
pagpapatitulo ng public
alienable and disposable
lands sa mga barangay
sa buong bansa,

. Sa ipinalabas na
DENR ~ Administrative
Order (DAO) No. 2019-
08 ni Environment Sec-
retary Roy Cimatu, ina-
‘atasan nito ang lahat ng
Provincial Environment
and Natural Resources
Office (Penro) at Com-
munity Environment and
‘Natural Resources Office
(Cenro) na tumanggap ng
‘aplikasyon sa pagpapa-
titulo ng lupa sa mgs'. ba-
rangay.

“This is part of our
continuing effort to sim-
plify, streamline and fast
track the disposition of
public alienable and dis-
posable lands through
free and homestead pat-
ents, and we are doing
this in strong partnership
with local government
units (LGUs),” wika ni
Cimatu.

Inatasan ni Clmatu

ang Land Mmggemem

| Bureau (LMB) ng DEN}{

na magbigay ng patnubay

at technical
upang matiyak na ma-
giging maayos ang im-
plementasyon ng DAO

2019-08 o ang “Appli- -

cations of Public Land

assistance na kumpleto ang mga

kailangang dokumento.
Nilinaw ng LMB na sa

simula ng pagpapatupad ng.

DAO, tatanggapin lamang
sa barangay ang aplikasyon

Titling at the Barangay kung may kasa}ukuyang

Level.”
Ayon

Talabis, “sa pamamagi-

tan ng naturang DAO ay

mapalalapit na sa publiko
ang pagpapatitulo dahil
dadalhin na ito sa ka-
nilang mga barangay.
Nakasaad sa DAO na

ang mga Penro at Cenro,

sa pakikipagtulungan ng

LGU at mga opisyal ng |

barangay, ay tatanggap
na ng aplikasyon para sa
pagpapatitulo ng lupa na
isinumite sa tanggapan ng
kani-kanilang barangay.
Upang maging ma-
daling maintindihan ng
publiko ang proseso at
malaman ang iba pang
impormasyon sa pag-
papatitulo, ang LMB
ay magdidikit ng mapa
ng kadastro (cadastral
maps), daloy ng aplikas-
yon (procedures), mga
streamlined requirements
at halaga ng kaukulang
bayarin sa isang lugar sa
barangay hall na mada-
ling makita ng lahat.
Idinagdag pa nito na
tatanggap din ng on-site
application sa barangay,
subalit kailangan lamang

naman kay
LMB Director Emelyne

nagaganap na pagpapa-
titulo rito. Pinapayuhan din
nito ang publiko na alamin
ang schedule ng pagpapa-
titulo sa kani-kanilang mga

: barangay.

“W

Bilang  paghahanda
sar,,:i‘n':plementasyon ng
- DAO, kasalukuyan nang
nagsasagawa ang mga

ibang rehiyon upang
matukcy ang mga lote na
maaaring pantulﬁhan

Sa ngayon ay nagsasa-

gawa ng training ang LMB |

para sa field personnel ng
DENR at mga kinatawan

- ng mga LGUs kung paano

mapabibilis ang proseso sa

aplikasyon ng public Iand

titles.
BENEDICT

/
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Cimatu to

'G :

Enforce

environmental laws

'By RHODINA VILLANUEVA

Environment Secretary Roy Cimatu has urged local officials not
to balk at enforcing environmental laws, saying governors and
mayors should show “decisive environmental leadership.”

“You have control over business
permits and land use and develop-
ment,” Cimatu said, as he warned
of adverse environmental impacts if
such control is not properly exer-
cised. “LGUs have the autonomy,
as well as the duty, to improve
environmental conditions in their
areas.” ;

He reminded them of their man-
date “to create conditions that can
determine whether or not the pursuit
of local development can or cannot

be environmentally sustainable.”
Cimatu met with 74 governors
and 1,538 city and municipal mayors
at an assembly in Manila recently.
At the same time, Cimatu as-
sured the governors and mayors.
of support from the Department
of Environment and Natural Re-
sources to boost their capabilities
in addressing and implementing
priority environmental concerns
and projects within their respective
jurisdictions.

“The DENR can and will pro-
vide technical support on a broad
range of concerns from geohaz-
ard mapping to reforestation, to the
management of solid waste and air
and water pollution,” Cimatu said,
noting that the local sgovernments
of Coron and El Nido in Palawan,
Panglao Island in Bohol, and Puer-
to Galera in Oriental Mindoro have
acknowledged this support.

He said he is mobilizing the
entire DENR workforce from the
central, regional, provincial and
community levels to assist them “as
long as they do their part.”

Cimatu also urged LGUs to help
address the country’s vulnerabiliz
to climate change hazards throug

a convergence approach that high-
lights the key role of local authorities
in the transition to more sustainable
ways of environmental governance.

The eight provinces identi-
fied as most vulnerable to climate
change hazards are Masbate,
Sorsogon, Negros Oriental, Samar,
Sarangani, Surigao del Sur, Surigao
del Norte and Dinagat Islands.

Climate change hazards include
sea-level rise, drought and other
climate-induced disasters like land-
slides and flooding.

Cimatu heads the Cabinet cluster
on climate change adaptation, miti-
gation and disaster risk reduction,
with 24 government agencies as
members.
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P2-B FINE, HELP GLEAN UP BAY

By Jhesset O. Enano
IhessetEnanoINQ

The Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources
(DENR) on Wednesday urged
the two water distributors in

Metro Manila to comply with

the Philippine Clean Water Act

instead of fighting a Supreme

- most P2 billion for violai:ing

the environmental law.

. Hailing the high court’s de-
cision handed down on Tues-
day, Environment Undersec-

‘retary Benny Antiporda asked

both Maynilad Water Services

; Inc‘ ‘and Manila Water Co. Inc.

to expedite their comphance
w1th the law, partlcular—

:Court order f‘uung them al-

SRS
FROMNAT

for them to connect homes and
business establishments to the
sewerage system,

“Rather than spending their
money on legal remedies, they
should just comply with the or-
der that can help us in the ongo-
ing rehabilitation of our water-
ways and of Manila Bay,” An-
tiporda told report_ers. :

‘Jointly and severally liable’
“They need to double their
efforts to show that they are

sincere in helping us in saving
the environment,” he added.

Voting 14-0, the Supreme
Court held the two companies
liable for a total amount of
P921,464,184 each, covering the
period from May 7, 2009, to Aug.
6, the date of promulgation.

The companies were held
“jointly and severally liable”
with regulator Metropolitan
Waterworks and Sewerage Sys-
tem (MWSS), meaning any of
the parties can be held liable to
pay the fine.

“They shall pay the fine
within 15 days from receipt of

Iy with the requirement

M-

the decision,” Supreme Court

i spokespersoanan Keith Hosa-

ka said in istat;ement on Tues-
day.

Beyond the date of promul-
gation, if the MWSS and the two
water distributors are still not
compliant with Section 8 of the
Clean Water Act—which re-
quires them to connect the
sewage lines in subdivisions,
homes, complexes, commercial
buildings and other establish-
ments to the available sewerage
system—they will be fined
P322,102 daily until they fully
comply with the law.

v

The daily fine is subject to a -

10-percent increase every two
years, Hosaka said.
The case stemmed from a

DENR decision in 2009 to fine

the MWSS, Maynilad and Mani-
la Water P29.4 million for vio-
lating Section 8 of the Clean
Water Act. In 2011, the Court of
Appeals aff:.g:xed the decisions
of the environment depart-
ment. :

“Sad to say, [up to] this very
moment, these water companies
remain noncompliant,” Antipor-
da said. “Our cleanup [in Manila

Bay] will be in vain if they do not

el

double their efforts.”

'Manila Bay cleanup

The MWSS is among ‘the 13
government agencies ordered
by the Supreme Court in 2008 to
clean up Manila Bay.

Over a decade later, howev-
er, Manila Bay and the water-
ways that discharge into it re-
main heavily polluted, with un-
treated wastewater dumped di-
rectly into the bay. ;

Earlier this year, the MWSS

admitted that only 15 percent of

water consumers in Metro
Manila are connected to sewer

networks. It said it was aiming
for full sewer and sanitation

- coverage by 2037.

- It is hoped that the hefty
penalties would be a wake-up
call to other big businesses that
continue to pollute and violate
environmental laws, Antiporda
said..

“Big esmbl:shments can af-
ford to secure themselves with
sewerage treatment plants, but
they have chosen to ignore it,
making the Clean Water Act

their last priority,” he said.

—WITH A REPORT FROM TINA G. SAN-
Tos INQ
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3C ruling came after President Rodrigo
Juterte whacked the two water
soncessionaires for failing to maintain an
sfficient sewerage system

3y Alvin Murcia

Manila Bay’s rehabilitation received
1 needed P2 billion shot in the arm from
he fine that the Supreme Court (SC)
mposed on water service concessionaires
Maynilad Water Services Inc. (Maynilad), %
Manila Water Co. (Manila Water) and 3
regulator Metropolitan Waterworks and |
Sewerage System (MWSS) for vwlatwni
of the Clean Water Act.

and Natural Resources (DENR
Undersecretary Benny Antiporda
said the entire amount will b
spent for the clean-up campaign,
which ultimately seeks to
make the body of water fit
for swimming and dipping.
The SC ruling came

after President Rodrigo
Duterte whacked
the two water
concessionaires for
failing to maintain an
efficient sewerage system
despite regularly collecting fees
through the monthly water bills.

In an exclusive interview with the : £
T - A2 abused Poor water service equals indignity for a family who needs to scurry through streets to fetch the life-giving hqund WhIC is regularly pald for,
urn to page plus some services which are not rendered such as the provision of non-existent sewerage service.

etk e o
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Quick P2-B for bay rehab

The chicanery has been going on for so long, if
you say that they have been collecting for so many
years... it would really amount to plunder

From page A1

Daily Tribune, a miffed Mr,
Duterte said the two private firms
do not have water treatment
facilities contrary to the
requirement under the Clean
Water Act.

“They have been duping
consumers,” he said. “The
chicanery has been going on
for so long, if you say that they
have been collecting for so many
years... it would really amount
to plunder.”

“There are several buildings
fronting the river and the back.
We have to ask everybody to
provide a new system of sewerage,
so that they can collect the water
and they need to set up big pipes
that would run and go to the
water treatments. We need-to do
that,” Mr. Duterte said.

The President also met with
officials of the water firms in
which they were told to shape
up or the government will revoke
their concessions after water
rationing happened amid the
onset of the dry season,

4

What's not counted Meters of concessionaires measure only water and sometimes air that pass through pipes but not the poor qu
that is inflicted on most of its customers.

12-0 ruling
The SC issued a clarification
yesterday that the voting in the
consolidated decision finding
the three water agencies liable
for violation of Section 8 of
the Philippine Clean Water Act
was 12-0 and not 14-0, following
the abstention of two Associate
Justices. ) ;
Assistant Court Administrator
and 8C spokesman lawyer Brian
Hosaka said Justice Diosdado
Peralta and Justice Andres Reyes
Jr. did not take part in the
deliberations in the consolidated
cases involving the three firms.
In the said decision penned
by Justice Ramon Paul Hernando,
the court en banc denied the
petitions filed by Maynilad,
Manila Water and MWSS and
affirmed with modifications the
decisions of the Court of Appeals
(CA) regarding the cases,
Hosaka said Justice Peralta did
not take part in the case because
his wife, CA Justice Fernanda
Lampas-Peralta, concurred in the
assailed CA decision in the case.
Justice Reyes also did not take

0

part in the deliberations of the
case because he was a member
of the division which ruled in CA
GR SP 113023, when he was still
in the CA.

Hosaka said the court en banc
voted unanimously and directed
Maynilad and the MWSS to pay PS00
million and Manila Water and MWSS
another PO00 million for noncompliance

"with the law.

Court en banc denied

the petitions filed by
Maynilad, Manila Water and
MWSS and affirmed with
modifications the decisions
of the Court of Appeals
regarding the cases.

The two firms and MWSS were
ordered fined an additional P322,000
per day for violation of the law.

The ruling resolved the
consolidated cases of Maynilad
Water Services Inc. vs The Secretary
of DENR, e al. GR 202807; Manila
Water Co. Inc. vs The Sec. of DENR
et al, GR 206823; and Metropolitan
Waterworks and Sewerage System vs
The Pollution Adjudication Board, et
al, GR 207969,

Failed services

Hosaka said the “petitioners are

found Jiable for violation of Section
4 i w1 1, ’._‘ ‘

y ’}\‘ B

ey

o W

8 of the Philippine Clean Water Act.”

The details of the penalties
imposed were as follows:

- Maynilad shall be jointly and
severally liable with the MWSS
for a total amount of P921,464,184
covering the period 05 July 2009
to the date of promulgation;

+ Manila Water Co. Inc. shall be
jointly and severally liable with MWSS
for the same amount and period;

+ The firms shall pay the fine
within 15 days from receipt of
the decision;

« From receipt of the decision until
petitioners have fully paid the amount
stated, petitioners shall be fined the
initial amount of P322,102 per day
subject to a further 10 percent increase
every two years as provided under
Section 28 of the Philippine Clean
Water Act, until full compliance with
Section 8 of the same law; and,

+ Legal interest of 6 percent
per annum until fully satisfied.

The DENR in 2009 imposed
on MWSS and the two water
concessionaires a P29.4 million fine
for the period 7 May to 30 September
2009 per day for failure to fulfill
obligations under RA 9275, which
required the two concessionaires
to provide wastewater treatment
facilities and to connect sewage lines
in all establishments to a sewerage

P FEN
ality of service

-
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Fined

anila Water, Maynilad

and the Metropolitan

Waterworks and Sewer-
age System were ordered by the
Supreme Court to each pay a fine -
of P921.4 million for violating the
Clean Water Act. The decision af-
firmed a 2013 Court of Appeals
ruling upholding an order issued
by the DENR.

The ruling was upheld by unanimous vote. This
will be a landmark case. .

The High Court ordered the respondents to pay
the fine within 15 days from receipt of the decision.
Failing to do so, they will each pay P322,102 per
day subject to a 10 percent increase after two years.

At least one of the water concessionaries indi-
cated they would file a motion for reconsideration.
Considering the unanimity behind the ruling, the
chances for such a motion prospering is nil.

This is the second time this year the two water
concessionaires are being financially penalized.
The first time was when severe water shortagesI
hit the metropolitan region. Although the short-
ages were blamed on drought, the two companies
were contractually obligated to ensure adequacy
of water supply. .

The financial penalties will be more than painful
for the two concessionaries. They may feel the law
imposed obligations on them that are very difficult
to comply with. But the law, be it harsh, is the law.

The Clean Water Act requires the concessionaires
to provide wastewater treatment facilities and to

connect to sewage lines all establishments and

homes within five years after the law takes effect.
That law took effect on March 6, 2004. ;
Exactly five years after, as the law provided, th

DENR ordered the concessionaries penalized. The
concessionaries went to court. Last week, over a

decade since, the Supreme Court ruled.

If the water distribution companies attempt to
comply with the law, they will have to putin massive

investments to ensure that all wastewater is treated
before being returned to the environment. They face
hefty fines on a continuing basis if they do not.

After all, they have been collecting money for |

that purpose the last 22 years. = .

Environment .

We can never clean up Manila Bay until we have
a fully functioning water treatment system for the
metropolitan area.

Lito Atienza realized this when he was secretary
of the DENR and tried cleaning up both the Manila
Bay and the Laguna de Bay. In both crucial bodies
of water, waste was continuously flowing in.

The contract for the two water concessions re-
quired them to set up water treatment facilities.
In fact, from the very start, fully 20 percent of the
water bill customers get went to sewage treatment.
But since their contracts commenced in 1997, the
two concessionaries have done little to set up water
treatment facilities.

As DENR secretary, Atienza issued a department
order in 2009 fining the two companies P200,000
per day until they set up the treatment plants. This
continuing fine is the basis for the HiglfCourt rul-
ing. He used the expiration of the five-year grace
period provided for by the 2004 Clean Water Act
as the opportunity to fine the concessionaires as a
method for forcing them into compliance with their
contractual obligations. !

- Prior to that, the two concessionaries had bor-
rowed money from the World Bank, using its
climate change facility, supposedly to build treat-
ment plants. The loans were covered by sovereign
guarantees to bring down the cost of money. That
makes government pa.rg to the borrowing. The two
water companies owe their customers an explana-
tion as to how the money was used.

Likewise, the two need to explain to their cus-
tomers how the money collected for water treat-
ment was used. The fact that they procured trucks
to suck our wastewater from establishments does
not qualify as water treatment. No one knows where
the wastewater is dumped. :

A few months ago, tﬁe metropolitan area expe-
rienced severe water shortages. That would not
have happened if water treatment kept the lake
clean. Laguna de Bay is, in fact, our biggest fresh
water reservoir — except that it is heavily polluted
and wastewater continues to drain into it every day.

Currently, government is engaged in an ambi-
tious program to clean up Manila Bay. That will be

~an exercise in futility unless all wastewater from the

megalopolis is treated before being released to the bay.

Atienza dreams of a Mega Manila with ample fres
water from Laguna de Bay and a Manila Bay filled
with tourist attractions. Those dreams will remain
distant unless we are able to institutionally deal with
water treatment as dutifully as Singapore does.

The recent Supreme Court ruling will, we hope,
set into motion a process where we are able to ar-
rest environmental degradation, enforce regulations

~ across the board and compel corporations to abide

by their contractual obligations.

Things might have been better for all parties con-
cerned if the two concessionaries accepted the pen-
alties imposed by the DENR in 2009 and proceeded
to build the treatment facilities they are obliged to
do by contract. Instead of doing that, they chose to
fight the department order in court. That began a
decade-long court saga that ended only this week
with the historic Supreme Court ruling.

Why the two companies chose to bring the matter
to court instead of comply with clear contractual ob-
ligations is an issue worthy of a public hearing. It will
take us many more years from today to fully complete
areal wastewater treatment system for Mega Manila.

- Meanwhile, customers of two concessionaries will
dutifully pay that 20 percent of the bill that is sup-
posed to cover construction of the treatment plants.

*
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REFUND WATER GONSUMERS

‘FOR SERVIGE NEVER RENDERED'-ATIENZA

By Melvin Gascon 4
@melvingasconINQ

A lawmaker on Wednesday called
on the government to give re-
funds to consumers in Metro
Manila from fines imposed by the

Supreme Court on the Metrolgoh-‘ ;

tan Waterworks and Sewerage
System (MWSS) and its two water
distributors for violating the
Philippine Clean Water Act.

In a privilege speech, Buhay

! tracts between the MWSS and

the two distributors—Maynilad
Water Services Inc. and Manila
Water Co.—if they failed to
comply with the court order.
. “They have been ordered,
they should follow. If they fail,
we should cancel the contract.
The certainty of punishment is
the best deterrent to the com-
mission of crime,” Atienza said.
On Tuesday, the Supreme
Court held the MWSS, Maynilad

the Clean Water Act and or-
dered them to pay P921,464,184
each for failing to connect
homes and business establish-
ments to the sewerage system.

Sewage fee
Atienzd Said consumers over
the years had been paying a
sewage fee, amounting to 20
percent of their monthly water
bills, for service that had never

how the MWSS and the two com-

Rep. Jose Atienza J g

. i
funding consumers for the 20
percent sewage fee that they
have been paying since 1997 for

~ aservice that has not been ren-

dered by the water concessmn—
aires,” he said.

A former environment sec-
retary, Atienza hailed the
Supreme Court for doing justice
to consumers, who he said had
been “abused” by the MWSS
and the two distributors for
more than 22 years.

He expressed disgust over

* said
Congress should canceI the con-

and Manila Water “jointly and
severally hable for violation of

_been rendered.
“We have asked our lawyers
to look into possible ways of re-

panies defied his order as envi-
ronment secretary in April 2009
to abide by the terms of their con-
cession agreement for the instal-
lation of sewage treatment plants.

“Instead of complying, they
hailed us all the way to the
Supreme Court, and for many
years managed to dodge the
law. But [on Tuesday] justice
prevailed,” Atienza said.

Bayan Muna chair Neri Col-
menares said the fines should
also go to consumers because
they were the ones who shoul-

— |

‘. dered the expenses"cpf the con-

cessionaires  through  the

sewage and sanitation fees.

Fees misused

"Obvlously, Maynilad and
Manila Water are not using
these fees for their intended
purpose,” Colmenares said.

Bayan Muna Rep. Carlos Is-
agani Zarate expressed hope
that the decision would make
the two -cqxil;:qssmnmres take

'enwronmmtal protection and

sanitation seriously. INQ
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By Ronnel ,\N_’. Domingo
@RonWDomingoINQ

Following mg - Supreme Court’s
announcement of penalties to-
taling P1.8 billion for violation of
the Clean Water Act, consumer
‘welfare advocates are asking
how the environmental fees that
water suppiy providers collected
from mers were used.
On Tuesday, the high court
announced that it has fined
jointly Maynilad Water Ser-
vices Inc. and Metropolitan Wa-
terworks and Sewerage System
(MWSS) about Pg21.5 million for
failure to provide wastewater
treatment facilities and to con-
nect sewage lines in all estab-
lishments, including house-
holds, to an available sewerage
system within five years upon

effeéﬁvty% t
Also, the Sul:ﬂ'eme"‘Courf’

CAAin2004.

ACCOUNTING OF WATER FEES PRESSEL

slapped the same amount of joint

financial penalty agamst Manila

Water Co.Inc. and MWSS.
The rulmg was an a.fﬁrma—

_uon of a decision of the Court of

Appeals in 2013 that upheld an
order of the Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources
that imposed fines against
MWSS and concessionaires
Mamla Water and Maynilad.
 The Bagong Alyansang
abayan (Bayan) welcomed the
high tribunal’s decision, saying
thatin 2018, the MWSS admitted
that only 14 percent of the total
service areas of Maynilad and
Manila Water were covered by
the proper sewerage facilities.
“What is worse is that resi-
dential consumers continue to
pay environmental fees, while
industrial and commercial
users pay sgwerage § fees)s
Bayan secretary general Rena-

“Were
poses other than putting up the

Mak- W

to Reyes said in an interview.
“If the targets were not met,

~ hence the penalties, where did

the m‘ﬁfy go?” Reyes asked.
e fees used for pur-

necessary sewerage facilities?
Were profits again placed
ahead of public interest?”

He said Congress should
cond

- an investigation on'

e fees went amid the

concessioneures' ~ failure to
comply with the law. -
In a regulatory filing, Mani-
la Water said it had yet to re-
ceive a copy of the decision
from the Supreme Court.
~ “As such, we will have to
defer making a comment or
statement on the matter until
we are afforded an opportunity
to make an informed assess-
ment and evaluation” of the
ruling, Manila Water said. INQ
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Homonhon recommended to

be declared as crltlcal habltat

v

' The result of a recent validation
process conducted by the Department

of Environment and Natural Resources

(DENR) Region 8 in Homonhon Island
has prompted the agency to recom-
mend that all of the island be declared
as ‘critical habitat’ and not only the
initial three proposed barangays.

“We recommended to declare the
island as ‘critical habitat’ as soon
as possible to preserve and protect .
Homonhon's critically endangered spe-
cies like the Philippine Cockatoo, locally
known as abukay, and other vulnerable
species, including other fauna which
were also recorded in the area,” said
DENR Region 8 during a dialogue with
the Philippine Misereor Partnership,
Inc. (PMPI).

The proposal stems from the re—

sult of the actual validation process
conducted by DENR Region 8 in
partnership with PENRO Guiuan and
PMPI where the team actually spotted

~ cockatoo and recorded six of its kind in
Barangay Inapulangan alone.

. Likewise, other decreasing and
endemic specnes to the island were also
recorded by the agency, like the Visayan
Tarictic Hornbill, Hooded Pitta, Bar-
bellied Cuckooshrike, Yellowish bulbul,
Guaiabero, and a mammal species of
Golden Capped Fruit bat.

In 2017, the PMPI and Visayas State
University (VSU) carried out a flora

_ and fauna assessment in the island of

Homonhon, Guiuan in Eastern Samar,
where they found the critically endan-
gered bird, the cockatoo, and several
threatened species of fauna and flora.

‘The team of PMPI and VSU then in-
formed the residents of these precious
species which gave a strong resolve to
three barangays namely Inapulangan,
Bitaugan and Habag to protect the
said species.

The residents from three barangays
have gathered signatures and submit-
ted their petition to their respective ba-
rangay leaders to create local ordinarice
that will declare these three contiguous
barangays as critical habitat. They also

lobbied to the municipality council and

the DENR to declare the same.

The DENR Region 8 responded to
the clamor of the community.

The International Union for Conser-

vation of Nature IUCN) and the DENR
DAO 2004-15 identified the Philippines
Cockatoo as eritically endangered spe-
cies. The identification is the highest
risk category that can be assigned to

The Philippine Cockatoo
(online photo) |

species in the IUCN Red List. -
PMPI is concerned that the thp
pme Cockatoo may perish if the island

" is not declared as critical habitat the

soonest. :

“We are happy that the DENR
Region 8 proposes more than what the
community has requested. To declare

~ all of Homonhon as critical habitat and

not only the three barangays will indeed
protect that bird and other species liv-
ing in the whole of the island ecosystem.
The effort to declare should be urgent
since the island is now under threat
from different mining activities, both
operating and applying for FTAAs,”
said Fr. Juderick Calumpiano, PMPI co-
convenor for Visayas and Social Action
director of Diocese of Borongan.

- PMPI is a social development and
advocacy network of 250 plus Philip-
pine church/ faith-based groups, NGOs

. and people’s orgamzatlon spread all

over the country, in partnership with
Misereor, a social development arm of
the German Bishops based in Aachen,

: Germany.

CANIT
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2 trader ng exotic ammal
‘hinatulan saDavao

NAGTAGUMPAY ang Department of Emnronm
and, Natural Resources (DENR) laban sa dalawang
illegal wildlife trader na nahuli sa isang raid at na-
kumplskahan ng P50 mnlyong halaga ng wildlife spe-
cies sa Mati Ci ty

- Tkinatuwa ni DENR Secretaly Roy Cimatu angm-
sabmg hatol aa isang patunay ng mata

misyon ng ah protekslyon ang
sa laban sa illeg: wxldllgymﬁ

| Batay sa ibinabang deslsyon ni Judge Semzra.mm
-Bmun Castro ng Municipal Trial Court sa Mati City;
 Davao Orlemnl, ang mga akusé ong sina Jomar -
‘makore Toledo at Rompas - Lumakore
-né yang ng paglabag ng RA 9147
‘o Wildlife Resources*t’.onservation and Protection
o el S akit, pagkolekta,
sa pagpatay, pananakit,
gagbcagenta a dﬁfagbmxyahe samga threatened aten-
€ species ;
ina Toledo at Lumakore ay pmatawan ng ka a-
rusahang pagkakulong n% hindi hihigit sa apat na
taon at multang P30,000 bawat isa.
Nag-ugat ang kaso matapos magsagawa ng ope-
m:[\;lon ang mga awtoridad i warehouse sa B
noong Abril. Nakumpisl mga o ;ﬁ
ang 45 iraso ng ibon, mammal al:%epﬂeig:m
1dangered Black Palm Cockatoos ?t,.&:h:
na. (Riz Dominsu )

— |
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Pagpaparami ng bakawan,
tinututukan ng DENR

H;u;‘ihikayat ng regional office ng Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR)
g mga local government units (LGUs) ng mga lugar na malapit sa baybayin ng Cavite,
Laguna, Batangas, Rizal at Quezon (Calabarzon) na tumulong sa pagpapanatili ng mangrove
rehabilitation program.

Sa isang panayam noong Martes kay Ann Hazel Javier, DENR Calabarzon Regional Strategic

Communication and Initiatives Section (RSCIS), binigyan nito ng diin ang pangangailangan sa
pag-agapay ng bawat isa para sa mangrove forest rehabilitation sa ilalim ng pangangasiwa ng
DENR atiba pang mga katuwang nito. -

Binanggit ni Javier ang pag-aaral na ginawa ni Senior Science Research Specialist Violy Gulapo
ng DENR Ecosystems Research and Development Bureau (ERDB), kung saan natuklasan niya na
mula panoong 1918, ang kagubatan ng mga bakawan sa bansa ay labis ng nabawasan.

Ayon kay Gulapo, ipinakita sa kanilang pag-aaral na “from a total number of 500,000 hectares
of mangrove forestin 1918, this has drastically gone down to only 117,000 hectares in 1995” ngunit
bahagya na itong tumaas sa 257,362 ektaryanoong 2011. _

Dagdag pa nito, ang mangrove restoration ay maiuugnay sa coastal rehabilitation programs
na ipinapatupad ng pamahalaan, non-government organizations (NGOs), at ng mga lokal na
komunidad. : : 1

Aniya pa, bahagi ng mga aktibidad sa mangrove rehabilitation program ay ang malawakang
tree planting ng DENR Calabarzon Conservation and Development Division sa Barangay Talisay
saCalatagan, Batangas. ; ; .

Dagdag pa niya, inayudahan ng DENR regional office ang mahigit sa 60 boluntaryo mula sa
Community Environment and Natural Resources Office (CENRO) sa Calaca, Batangas, DENR-
ERDB, mga opisyal ng barangay at Samahan ng Nagkakaisang Mangingisda sa Barangay Talisay
(SNMBT) para pagpapatuloy ng mangrove rehabilitation program. 58 :

Ang SNMBT ay isang organisasyon ng mga mangisngisda at mga residente sa Calataganna
lumahok sa pagpaparami ng mga bakawan bilang paggunita sa World Mangrove Day noong
Hulyo 26 ngayon taon sa baybayin ng bayan. :

Ipinahayag naman ni Rodrigo de Jesus, SNMBT president, ang kanilang buong suporta
sa rehabilitation program, dahil mula pa noong 2007 ay regular nang ginagawa ng grupo ang
pagtatanim ng bakawan.

Ayon pa sa DENR, nakapagtanim ng aabot sa 1,200 “Bakawang Lalaki” at “Bakawang Bato”
saisinagawang aktibidad. : 3 S

“But celebrating World Mangrove Day is not only for observance, but rather a cause to restore
the mangrove forests in our midstfor their ecological benefits and a sustainable program to also
help mitigate the effects of climate change,” aniJavier.

Pinuri naman ni Gulapo ang DENR regional office sa pamumuno ng mangrove rehabilitation
program, kasabay ng pagpapaalala nito sa mga kaagapay ng DENR na alamin ang mangrove
proper zoning, :

- “Likewise, we have to monitor the success rate of every planting activity,” ani Gulapo.

% P
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Dumpsite sa SJDM hinirit ipasara ng mga residentef

UMAPELA na kay Pangulong Rodrigo
. Duterte ang iba’t ibang sektor para sa

tuluyang pagpapasara sa 18
Open Dumpsite sa San Jose Del Mon-
te City Bulacan. -

Ito ay sa gitna ng pangamba ng
mga residente sa apat na Barangay
sa San Jose Del Monte City bunsod ng
perwisyong dulot ng open dumpsite
na uﬁxinatatéﬁ(bo_ ng Wacuman company
mula sa itinatapong basura na galing
sa 17 bayan sa lalawigan ng Bulacan
at ilan pang lugar sa Metro Manila.

Ayon kay Reynaldo Cardona, da-
ting chairman ng Barangay Para-
dise na kasama sa apektado, pina-
ngangambahan din nilang masira ang

“watershed area na bahagi ng Sier-

ra Madre. pea
Kanina ay nagsagawa ng prayer

rally sa kanir 1

residente, religious sector, Barangay

officials, farmers group at iba pan%

NGOs bilang pagpapakita ng pa

to
sa patuloy na operasyon ng tambakan

ng basura na nasa Brgy San Isidro.
Bukod sa pa it ng mga resi-
dente, apektado na rin ang mga estudy-
ante ng dalawang elementary school sa
Barangay San Isidro at Barangay Para-
dise dahil mabahong open dump site na
naaamoy ng mga mag-aaral.
Naniniwala ang mga residente na
tanging ang administrasyon ni Pa-

_ngulong Duterte ang makakapagpa-

tigil sa operasyon.

ang simbahan ang mga
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 Dumpsite sa SIDM, hiniling ipasara

_ UMAPELA na kay Pangulong Rodrigo Duterte ang iba’t iban
0 L z-sa'f’s ektaryang 5penDlﬁnp§

‘sektor sa tuluyang ;
site sa galose Del Monte %rty_.BulaLmn na pinatatakbo ng Wacuman
company. i L i ‘ R

. Sagitna jto ng pan; ba ng mga residente sa apat na B: 'sa
San Jose Del Monte élty.bunmd_ ng pcnvisyqn%;iulot n% :};&ump-
site mula sa itinatapong basura na galing sa 17 tyan sa lalawigan ng
| Bulacan at ilan pang lugar sa Metro Manila. = T
| 5, Ayon kay Reynaldo Cardona, dating Chairman ng Barangay
| Paradise na kasama sa apektado, pinangangambahan din nilang
-'masira'ang watershed area na _bahagl ng Sierra Madre.
C"I‘non‘ 2007 ng ifayo‘;nrig-op}:n-‘ umpsite."sal;?ungry ng ;.S’IJED;M
ity at Norzagaray sa ilalim ng panunungkulan ni ating or
Reynaldo San Pedro, Jik- 49 i s Sl
| lnaw pa ng grupo na ilegal ang operasyon ng Wacuman dahil:
wa!_a'silang!: m&'ﬂ;'unula sa San'.l’oso.:g Del Donte Clgtj( overnment,
__ Naniniwala ang mga residente na tanging ang administrasyon
Duterte lang ang makaka gpatigil sa operasyon ng Wacuman dump-

site
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“masira ang wa

PRRD na ipasara ang dumpsite

UMAPELA na kay Pan-
gulong Rodrigo Duterte

res1d%nte,rehg10us sector,
aq&lbat ibang sektor para

’

asara grou] ‘atiba NGOS
sa 5“1 uya;::’;npa A sa San bilar Fagpap ita ng
Jose Dél Monte Clt)r, Bu- pagtﬁto sa patuloy na

lacan.

on n dumpsﬂg,aa
Ito ay sa gltna ng pan- Isis

gamba n, residente sa 'I‘aong 2007 ng nay
apat na%:mga 'sa San open d &mte sat Numf
Jose Del Monte City bun- ary ng SJD City at Norza-
sod ng perwisyong dulot »gara

ng open dumpsite mula sa Apektado na rin ang

Residente ng SJBM umapela kay§

nilang simbahan ang mga

asura dala-

itinatapong b na gal- gr mga. esfudyante | :

sa 17 sa lalawi- 00l sa

IIta%‘lng Bulac):gt ilan pang B, an%m Isldm at ‘Bgy Par-

F ugar sa Metro Manila ‘a dahil sa mabahong
Ayonkay Re oCar- open dump site na

dona, dating

k'zisa-:—._aa 15 535
Barangay Paradxge_r!a < : il ang Sn

Kahe%on‘ay nagsaiz- #
wa ng prayer rall

ng,-naaamoy ng mga mag- :
,-31 =
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STILLLOW Asof Wednesday, the water It

el at La Mesa Dam is pegged at 75.73 meters
above sea level, stlll over four meters below he spilling level of 80.15 masl. —eowiN BACASMAS

sséﬂne WATER SUPPLY SEEN BY END- ZIIZI

‘The MWSS has descnbed'-

Byl!onnelw Domingo AT
@RonWDomingoINQ
] =3 i { RN FEEA iR

Water 60h§l1rqét§-'in eastern
Metro Manila and Rizal
province can ‘expect a more
secure supply, but not unul
the end of 2021.

Manila Water Co. Inc. on
Wednésday%nnoun ced that it

"had signed a supply deal with

the Metropolitan Waterworks
and Sewer

Wat;er
Wawa pm]&ct in Rizal.
Wawa IVCo is a joint ven—

ture Holdings Corp and San

‘Lorenzo Ruiz Builders and De—

oy ,;l? 7

velopers Cdi'p

“'The : eement whlch
covers a %yem‘ penod in-
volves the s pply of raw water
ﬁ‘om“

rlvex"s
Water §upp y Project, specifi-

eSys%em (MWSS)‘ ¢
a JVCo Inc. for raw - '_
‘the Razon group S
' was one bf several measures
" that had béen 1dentiﬁed to
" boost water supply in the
“medium term for Manila Wa-
‘ - the normal operating level.
~ Last March, Manila Water
" signed with Prime Metroline a
mémorandum ofmderswnd— ,
ing on coopetdtion for build-

cally w1th a da.m to be buﬂt by
‘the joint venture. :

" “The first pha‘se will in-
‘volve the supply of 80 mil-
lion liters per day (MLD) of .
‘raw water by Dec. 31, 2021,
" while the second_phase will
involve the supply of an ad-

_ter by Dec. 31, 2025,” Manila
Water said in
ing

ditional 438 I\E;D of raw wa-

egulatory fil-

" Medium term :
It smdr the Wawa project

S I

‘ter’s concession area.

ing what water supply author-

wa and Tayabasan ities were tduﬂ’ng as the most
h the Wawa Bulk ‘immediate available suluti‘én “

to address the shortage

the new Wawa Dam that ty-
coon Enrique K. Razon and

“builder Oscar Violago are pur-

suing as the “immediate alter-

native water source $or the
metropolis to provide medi-
um-term water security.”

The other major solution
is the controversial Kaliwa
Dam in Quezon province,
which can provide 600 MLD
but will take longer to build.

) ‘3 The ast zone concession

area has been under a rota-

Dam in Quezon City fell below

The west zone concession

tional service mfemipﬁom
'_-program since March when
‘the water level at La Mesa

area served by Maymla Wa-

 ter Service Inc. has been expe-
; nencm&the same problem af-
ter the Watera leveI at Angat

‘Dam in Bulacan province
-droppe below thé ci‘itical
: level. INQ i
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HIKA\{AT kahapon ng and Natural Resources
rgy environmental think (DENR)," giit ni.
k ng CenferforEnergy ;

tar
i y, and nt
CEED) si Pangulong Ro-

ecutiveorderna
alangkas kung paano
mapablblhs ang pagpa-

[oF unladx ng ranewabia
energy s > ces
éi it
karbonsébansa Ueg

1 ~ Ang pan'awagan na ito
base sa ipinahayag ng
gulo sa State of the
thion ‘Address (SONA)

ng 22 Hulyo.
;’ “We welcome the

sitive remarks uttered by
the Presl&ant during his
SQNA, raspondmg to the

d%or of the public against

deadly, and costly
yfrom coal and fossil
fuals pahayag ni CEED
§xécuﬁve Director Gerry

, HIS statements are
ntgiventhata:dsﬁng
enargy and power policies
i favorooal dagdag
n ;

5 Ayon kay Arances, sa
kaéalukuyan. ang halo ng
keryente ay dominado ng
bahagi ng karbon sa 51 %,
ampkatakdang patuloy na
hil ang 30 coal fired

pé&planw ay nananatii

Department
of Energy (D@E) na mag-
as ang coal sa dala-
wang dekada o higit pa base
a Philippine ‘Plan,
_“We urge the President
lize in an Executive
Ord “the marching orders
he gave during his speech
to J.'.’rowlde clear policy
tothe DOE and the
Depqrh'nentofEnvimnment |

frigo Dulterte namaglabas upang

ng energy proj"ects atcoal- Aranoas

fired | power pleinhs na nasa
nces.

Hinimok nl Arances si We do né'Lwant the
DOE Secretary Alfonso Cusi omcesmalnry mandated to
at DENRSec i oyCirnatu pursue this transitic 11 3

proseso ‘the | People pallwanag ni
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Pagmamahal sa kalikasan,

g

. BAWAL ang plastik sa Batang
Pinoy.
lto ang ipapatiipad ng Philippine
Sports  Commission (PSC) sa
pagsasagawa ng Batang Pinoy
National Finals sa Puerto Princesa,
Palawan sa Agosto 25-31.

- Ayon kay PSC Deputy Executive
Director Atty. Guillermo Iroy Jr., hindi
lamang ang paglinang ng talento
sa pamamagitan ng paghubog sa
talento ng atleta ang siyang pakay
ng ahensiya, kundi ang imulat ang
mga kabataan na magpaha]aga sa
kalikasan.

“I think it’s about time na

maipakilala ang recyclable tumblers .

at iwasan na ang paggamit ng mga
plastic bottles,” ‘pahayag ni Iroy.

“We should promote cleanliness.

‘hindi ang dito sa Pilipinas kundi
Worldwide. We should also start
using non-plastic material para mai-
save ‘yung environment natin, lalo na
ang karagatan,” aniya. :
Sinabi rin ni Iroy na ang mga
tumblers lamang ang papayagan na
bitbitin ng mga attendees, coaches at
lalona ng mga atleta sa loobng playing
venues, at hindi na ang nakaugalian na

tema ng Batang Pinoy

b

mga bottled water.

Maglalagay umano ng mga water
refilling station sa kabuuan ng venue
upang may makuhaan ng tubig ang
lahat ng taong nasa loob ng venues lalo
na ang mga atleta na ang pangunahin
kailangan sa pagsabak sa komp.etisYon
ay tubig.
. Bukod dito, ipakikilala na din
ng PSC ang Buko Juice bilang isa
sa mga pampatid uhaw ng mga
atleta pagdating sa mga katulad ng
kompetisyon.

“We are now in coordination with
the Buko Juice suppliers para ‘yunna

ang ang introdice natin as one sources

of hydration. But of course they can

bring their own water tumbler with :

them,” aniya.

- Kabuuang 4597 atleta a.ng
inaasahang dadayo sa lalawigan ng
Puerto Princesa upara sa nasabing
national finals na lalahok sa 205ports

~ discipline.

Nakamitng Baguio City angBatnng
Pinoy National Finals overall title
noong taong 2018, kung saan mismong
sila din ang naging punong-abala sa
kasagsagan ng bagyong Onrpong,.

Annie Abad
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Dengue and deforestation

t is dengue season once again in the Philip-

pines, and many are rightfully worried

about a viral disease that can be both har-

rowing and life-threatening; one that has al-
ready claimed over 600 lives since the start of
the year. As a resident physician in San Pablo
City, [ used to accampany children with severe
dengue on ambulances bound for Manila, and
I have seen firsthand the anxiety over platelet
counts, signs of bleeding, the search for blood
donors and out-of-pocket expenditure.

As we try to make sense, however, of what
the Department of Health (DOH) has just de-
clared as a “national epidemic,” I would like to
underscore the role of human activity over long
periods of time in creating environmental con-
ditions conducive to the spread of the disease.
Central to this human-virus interaction is the
disease vector: the Aedes aegypti mosquito.

Mosquitoes have played an enormous, if
underappreciated, role in human history,
leading the historian Timothy Winegard to
call them “the ultimate agent of historical
change.” In the recently released “The
Mosquito: A Human History of Our Deadliest
Predator,” Winegard argues that mosquitoes
had a decisive influence in the colonization of
the Americas (thanks to mosquito-borne dis-
eases that decimated the local population).

Among mosquitoes, A. aegypti—also the
vector for chikungunya, Zika and yellow

fever—is particularly notorious. While Anophe-

les, malaria’s vector, should also be a contender,
a Nature article (Powell 2016) calls A. aegypti
“the most dangerous animal in the world.”
Recent scholarship in population genetics
(Powell et al. 2018) suggests that A. aegypti was
introduced to the Americas from West Africa
via the slave trade, and onward to the Asia-Pa-

SECOND OPINION

GIDEON LASCO

cific via trading ships like the Manila galleon.
In a compelling thesis about the role of colo-
nialism in mosquito-borne diseases, Maria
Pettis (2017) suggests that dengue itself may
have arrived with the merchants and soldiers
at the turn of the 2oth century. World War II
may also have contributed to the further rise
of the disease (Ooi and Gubler 2009); the first
epidemic would be reported in Manila in 1954.

Mosquitoes thrive in shallow, stagnant
pools of water. Because stagnancy usually re-
sults from human activity (e.g. the construction
of canals and houses), the mosquitoes thrive in
densely-populated human settlements.

This is where deforestation comes in: Both
the sugar plantations and cities that fulfilled
the above conditions required large-scale log-
ging to clear the ground, and for timber to be
consumed as fuel and construction material
(Pettis 2018). By altering the soil and water cy-
cle, deforestation led to an increased need for
irrigation, which in turn led to the prolifera-
tion of stagnant pools of water. Moreover, in-

creased temperatures due to reduced forest
cover increased the bioactivity of mosquitoes
and facilitated the breeding of larvae. Mean-
while, ecological changes brought about by
forest loss could have reduced the number of
the mosquitoes’ natural predators, further
contributing to their spread (Austin 2018).

Writ large, this ecological history—fol-
lowed by urbanization, the further degrada-
tion of our forests and climate change—con-
tinues to explain the tenacity of dengue in the
country. It also explains why, by virtue of
thieir living conditions, the urban and rural
poor end up far more vulnerable to contract-
ing the disease.

Recognizing the link between deforesta-
tion and dengue—and more broadly, be-
tween environment and health—should
make us consider pathogens beyond the mi-
crobial, or even the political. Indeed, beyond
today’s fractious debates over vaccines and
medical populists, and without diminishing
the urgency of public health responses like an
improved version of DOH’s 4S strategy, we
need to address the connections between ac-
cess to flowing water and the proliferation of
mosquitoes, land use and dengue prevalence,
stagnant economies and access to health care.

Just as important, this insight should
serve as yet another reason for forest conser-
vation and reforestation. Are we counting
trees the way we count platelets—with a
sense of urgency and grave concern? Perhaps
if we recognize the importance of forests in
our health, we would care more deeply about
the health of our green regions.

glasco@inquirer.com.ph
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Tech startup develops 3D geOspatiéI_-

mapping of marine a

A tech startup has developed
capability to undertake marine or
underwater three-dimensional geo-
spatial map(})ing and analytics that
can be used for marine resources
-mapﬁ)ing and conservation.

The 3D underwater geospatial
mapping and analytics technol-
ogy of Antipara Explorations Inc.
also has industrial uses as it can pe
tapped to monitor impacts on the
marine environment and biodiver-
Si?; of commercial shilpping and
fishing activities as well as oil and
natural gas exploration and subsea
oil pipeline construction and main-
tenance.

Aside from the 3D geospatial
mapping technology, Antipara Ex-
plorations has developed a remotel
operated underwater vehicle (ROV)
for undersea mapping projects.

Aaron Hilomen, co-founder and
CEO of Antipara Explorations, said
property developers have tapped

their technology for mapping out
coastal areas where they are under-
taking residential and tourism re-
lated property developments to map
out marine flora and fauna resources
and draw up sustainable tourism and
development measures.

“It has many environmental ap-
plications,” Hilomen, a civil engineer,
as well as a water and environment
engineer, told The STAR.

“We cater to both industry and
the environmental (protection and
conservation) sector,” Hilomen
added. i

“Our system is very efficient, and
we can cover very large areas,” he
said. “We can map out all these areas.
Basically, we he?p the marine and
maritime sector map and manage
their undersea assets... from corral
reefs, undersea cables and pipelines.”

Hilomen said that they have
worked with local government units
in Occidental Mindoro and Marin-

_ technology

reas

duque, and the Departments of
Environment and Natural Resources
as well of Science and Technology, in
mapping efforts of marine resources
and protected areas.

With the Philippines having one
of the richest and most biodiverse
aquatic ecosystems in the world, the
3D geospatial mapping and analyt-
ics gapagili_ty buiﬁpupgby Antipara
Explorations will come in handy
for the country’s environment pro-
tection and resource development
agencies, as well as the so-called
“blue economy.”

For this innovation, Antipara
Explorations has earned recognition
from multinational oil giant Total
Corp. :

antipara Explorations had
emerged as second prizewinner
in the first-ever Startupper of the
Year Challenge held last February
by Total (Philippines) Corp., where
it competed against other startups

judged on their [
potential social |
impact to make |

the world a bet-
ter place. 3

Aside from |
2nd prize, the |
Total Chaéllsl-
lenge jury also |
a:rgicjie An- |
tipara Explora- §
tions the Better
Energy prize, |
seei‘ng)t%e hu
potential of the
startup’s 3D Feospaﬁal and analytics

or its own worldwide
oil exploration and development
activities. -

“It’s really linked to our busi-
ness,” Malou Espina, Total Philip-
pines Corp. vice president for mar-
keting and communications, said of
the mapping technology.

— Rainier Allan Ronda

Hllomen
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| Bring Yd ‘Own Bottle store encouragesconsumers to refill their-'l:eu‘s,_a“l‘ilg bpt‘t'lé'éi it nega '#fﬁﬁailééﬁand e

«cooking oil among others.
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Subic Bay Metropolitan Authority chain

(center) led the SBMA employees an
nationwide observance of Arbor D
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The Philippine Nickel Industry '
1 Association (PNIA), through its

seven member-companies, has
boosted greening efforts as part of
- ongoing rehabilitation and refor-
estation in their respectlve mmmg
areas.
Ensuring envu‘onmental and

where nickel is mined, members
of the—Phlhppme nickel indus-
_ try have planted an estimated

as part of its Environmental
Protection and Enhancement
Program (EPEP).
*  The number of trees planted
has risen 27 percent since PNIA's
report of planting 4.2 million trees
in June 2018.

. “The nickel miningindustry has .

. real and continuing accomphshments
in caring not nnly for our communities,

GROWING FOR SUSTAINABILITY. Employees of MMDC,
a m_t‘mi)er ul.!’Nl;"\, work at a nursery caring for seedlings of :
various species used in rehabilitation and reforestation bmg‘ram. R '

ecological sustamabmty inareas

5.3 million trees to date in the :
CARAGA region and in Palawan -

but also of the emnronment ‘We con-
tribute.at least three to five percent of
our operating cost to Environmental

Protection and Enhancement Pro-

grams (EPEP) programs. No other
industry is mandated to do this,” said
PNIA executive director Charmame
Olea-Capili.

On top of current reforestation
efforts, mining companies are man-
datqd to unplement the Temporary

- Revegetation Prngram (TRP). PNIA

member companies have planted over
984 hectares of various vegetation and
spent P45 million.

“We are required to plant 100 trees -

for every one tree we cut down. Our
industry has made continued efforts
to rehabilitate the areas where we
mine since we started operations.
With the ongoing TRE, we can provide
short-term vegetahon growth that can
control soil erosion and assist com-

“munities during natural calamities,”

- ‘To date, mo!

irms reforestatlon efforts

Capili ¢ added

: Indlgenous and endemic tree and
grass species have been successfully
planted since the start of rehabilita-
tion efforts. These include fruit-bear-
ing trees, cash crops, among others.

; Furthermore, PNIA's bamboo re-
forestation also serves as a strategic
complement to ongoing reforesta-
tion and rehabilitation programs.
than 22,000 seedlings
have been planted by PNIA member
companies.

The reforestatlon and revegetanon
programs also provides employment
to residents and to the indigenous
community, and creates livelihood
programs that are vital to strengthen-
ing the local economy.

. These projects range from spon—
soring backyard nursery projects; to
plantations of coffee, rubber, cacao,
and bamboo; and even to the develop-
ment of areas for productive use. -

SR
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Spend the nlght ona Cllff

Have you ever wondered what it
would be like to spend the night on
a cliff? For those who want to take

their outdoor adventures to greater

heights, the Vertical Bivouac extreme
adventure in Bukidnon is one of the

most amazing camping experiences

you can try in the country. .
‘This unique adventure involves

ascending by SRT (single rope tech-

nique) for three to four hours to reach

TIS MATRON'S LEADING K

" a two-meter wide cliff ledge 400 feet

above the ground and sleeping right

there while tethered to a safety har- |

ness right under the stars. You wake

up to a view of mist-covered mountains

before rappelling down from the rock
surface.

- This actmty is operated by Adven :
‘ture Technology Outfitters (AdTech),

a private tour operator based in

Bukidnon that specializes in selling

safety equipment, so you know you're
in good hands. :

differenthigh’inia
Bukidnon cliff.

“‘When one wants
to see the best of
how eco-tourism
can really bring in
people—whether
they are locals or
first-timers in the
- Philippines, look

“at how Bukidnon

manages its
tourism treasures.
It all starts by
- protecting the
environment.’ .

| (Partlof2)
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ers have yet to explore the prov:mce S Jamazmg at!

Iots to discover in this province landlocked by 1 mountain
forest rves. From the cool climate and rugged mountains, platea
waterf rings, vast pmeapple plantahons Bukldnon has a lo_ of

, natura}won ers. g

" Infact, when one wants to see the best; of how eco-tounsm can really ing

in pegple——whether they are locals or ﬁrst—hmers in the Philippines, look at how
.-_Bukninpn manages its. tourism treasures Actualiy, 1t all starts by protectmg the

ﬁrst part on how one can truly enJoy the bounty of tﬁe Earth m

Swim in'the'clear
waters of Blue ™" {§
Water.Cave pool |

Naf-ure adventure at the i .mg whlte rock walls for rock chmbmg,
Kmkong ECO-TOIII’lsm Pro]ect rappelling and bouldering; the Blue
- Water Cave pool where you can swim.
! The Vertu:al Bivouac actmty is and speluuk in; and the. Pulangl River,
parn of a larger Klokong Ecologlcal’_ ‘which is ideal for outdoor and water
Totmstn Project in San Jose Quezon ~ sports, mdumngmwrmbmg,kmhng
Bulndnon i and water rafting. j

Withm the same site, you get access ; You can also. try rappéilmg of£ the
to several pxtreme adventures mclu i -"_ >ulangi Ri

Ultimate  §

; g : adventure: |
?1}., R g y Rappelling above '§
» ot Pulangi River. |

CARIC
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'-foundlng anniversary

: HEAﬁomatxogofSouﬂneast
¥ Asian Natmqs; (ASEAN)

- anniversary today.

The journey toward the birth
of the ASEAN began when five
statesmen from Indonesxa Malay-

sia, Philippines, Singapore, and

Thailand met in August, 1967, at the
Laem Thaen, Bang Saen Beach, in
Thailand to craft the final text of

marks its 52nd foundmg :

a short and s:mple document that

‘would mark a new beginning for their

counties in the region. On August
8, 1967, they signed the Bangkok
Declaration which paved the way

for the establishment of a regional
‘organization known as ASEAN tha,;- ik
would represent “the collective will”
 of the nations of Southeast Asia to
bind themselves together in friend-

ship and cooperation and through

joint efforts ab&sacnﬁces secure

- for their peoples the blessings of

peace, freedom, and posterity. On
January 7, 1984, Brunei Darussalam
became a member of ASEAN. The
; le’s Democratic Republic

‘and Myanmar joined on July 28, 1993

and July 23, 1997, respectively. The
last country to join was Cambodia,
on April 30, 1999. These 10 countries
make up the current member states

EDITORIAL - CARIT

- Sustainabili

b

%

of the ASEAN.

With Thailand as chalrman of

ASEAN in 2019, the country’s Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs hosted the 52nd
ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Meeting
(52nd AMM), Post Ministerial Con-

ferences (PMCs), and Related Meet-

ings from July 29 to August 3, 2019, at
the Centara Grand and the Bangkok
Convention Center at Central World,
Bangkok. Thailand’s chairmanship
of the 2019 ASEAN is anchored on the
theme “Advancing Partnership for

in unison toward strategic partner-

.” Prime Minister Gen-
eral Prayuf Chan-o-cha stressed the
need for ASEAN members to work

 ships, based on mutual tFist mutual
‘respect; and mutual benefit (8Ms).
He has urged the people of Thailand
and other ASEAN countries to work
together to make the ASEAN culture
better-known on the global stage.
We greet the Association of South-
east Asian Nations on the occasion
of its 52nd founding anmvﬁ-sary asit
takes up the challenge of moving to-
ward the “4.0” era to keep pace with
global changes, and of promoting
_ the global s%gtgmable deivqlopment
agenda -~ which are en\nmoned to
“help build the ASEAN community
with the people as the center and
without leaving anyone behind.

-
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When the polluters
-are cleaner than =
the government -

President Trimp wants to relax auto emission stan-

dards. Carmakers say, No Mlionks & - 7 @
" The New York Times editorial

The Trump administration has expected corpo-
rations to cheer its efforts to lower environmental
safeguards — to permit poisonous pesticides, to
gut mine safety protections, to weaken rules on
methane leaks in the energy industry.

It can be assumed, then, that administration of-
ficials thought they were offering the auto industry
a gift with their continued pursuit to undo Obama-
era rules on fuel economy intended to reduce
greenhouse gases.

In a remarkable retort on Thursday, though, Ford
Motor Company and three foreign automakers —
which together represent roughly 30 percent of the
American market — announced that their interests
lie more with the planet, or at least with those who
care about saving it, rather than with the president.

Following weeks of secret negotiations, Ford,
BMW North America, Volkswagen Group of
America and Honda agreed with California on a set
of auto emissions standards that largely preserves
the Obama-era rules, which set an average fleet
mileage goal of 52.5 miles per gallon by 2025. The
new regulations call for a fleet average of about 51
m.p.g. by 2026 and include other incentives. This
is a reasonable revision. President Trump’s plan
would lower the goal to 37 m.p.g.; the national
average was 24.9 m.p.g. in 2017.

Granted, it's not as if corporate leaders have
suddenly developed a higher level of environ-
mental consciousness. Car companies had initially
instigated the lowering of standards. But when 17
car companies asked the administration in June to
back off on weakening auto pollution rules, they
hinted ever so loudly that undoing regulations was
now unhelpful and unwarranted. The automakers
did not want to make different models for different
states or countries. Their business is global, with
global supply chains, and a minimal number of
models to maximize the efficiency of design and
manufacturing.

An Environmental Protection Agency spokes-
man called the California agreement “a PR stunt
that does nothing to further the one national
standard that will provide certainty and relief for
American consumers.”

But given the market influence wielded by Cali-
fornia and the 13 others states — and Canada — that
have indicated they will sign on, the automakers
say the agreement itself would set one national
standard. . | dnic "

“These terms will provide our companies much-
needed regulatory certainty by allowing us to meet
both federal and state requirements with a single
national fleet, avoiding a patchwork of regulations
while continuing to ensure meaningful greenhouse
gas emissions reductions,” the companies said in
a statement.

—

Is some of this automotive environmental em-
brace driven as much by profit potential as by
concern over climate change? Probably, and that
would be a good thing. If sustainability produces
a good return on investment — as it should — then
corporations would be irrational to ignore it. The
California deal also gives the automakers a hedge
against a Democrat winning the presidency next
year and reverting to more stringent rules,

Unlike the Trump administration, scientists
and engineers at many corporations — even en-
ergy companies — accept the data about global
warming. They are acting on those facts: utili-
ties, by dumping coal-fired generating plants for
more efficient renewables; car companies, by
building more electric and hybrid vehicles. Ford
is planning a full EV version of its best-selling
F-150 pickup. Harley Davidson just introduced
an all-electric hog.

Ford is also investing in sustainable transporta-
tion. The company’s Ford Smart Mobility division
owns Spin, the shared electric scooter platform.
Pressure is coming from within, too, as employees
become more active in pushing their companies to
become part of the solution to global issues.

Unlike America’s president, America’s corpo-
rations are preparing for the severe weather and
higher sea levels associated with-climate change
that threaten their 'manufacturir{g_ and"lc%itics
operations. S o

Corporate leaders are realizing that they have
to answer to constituencies other than Trump, and
they can no longer ignore the economic, social and
political consequences of environmental risks. Es-
pecially auto companies, which face what has been
defined as carbon risk: financial threat as the world
moves toward a lower-carbon economy.

The investment firm Morningstar recently estab-
lished a Low Carbon Risk Index Family to address
investors’ increasing interest in backing companies
that value sustainability, or avoiding industries,
such as oil and gas, overly exposed to carbon risk.
These sustainable funds are still relatively small,
but they had record inflows in the first half of the
year.

“Governments are at loggerheads, so the focus is
increasingly on the corporation: what are you going
to step up and do,” says Jon Hale, Morningstar’s
global head of sustainability research. “It's becom-
ing a solution-driven debate, rather than sitting on
the sidelines.” i

The automakers that were left out of the nego-
tiations, including General Motors, Fiat Chrysler
Automobiles and Toyota, should hop in and go
along for this cleaner ride.
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CENTENNIAL WATER SOURCE - KALIWA DAM PROJECT of METROPOLITAN
WATERWORKS AND SEWERAGE SYSTEM to be located in BARANGAY
PAGSANGAHAN (GENERAL NAKAR), AY MAGSAYSAY (INFANTA) AND
TERESA IN QUEZON AND RIZAL PROVINCE. )
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afﬂupmposedﬂﬂw CENTENNIAL WATER SOURCE ~ ~ KALIWA DAM 1o attend the

Public Hearings scheduled as follows y
Date “Time Venue
23 August 2019  900AM General Nakar Sports
(Friday) | stats st 8:00 AM) | Center in Brgy. Poblacion |
27 Angust 2019 9:00 AM. Ynates Covered Court
(Tuesday) mmmmmnsmm located in Magsaysay
i ; Avenue, Teresa, Rizal
28 August 2019 S00AM_ | Chateau Marinero, Real-
© (Wednesday) {Repmﬁmmusmm Infanta Road, Brgy.
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aforementioned project by Wmeade
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confirm their and may give their opinion(s) in a concise position paper to
the ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT Am AND MANAGEMENT DIVISION
(EXAMD) of this Office through mail or through email ot giamd.emb.co@gmail.com, at least
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* Republic of the Philippines il S5
Department of Envu‘onrnent and Natural Resources
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT BUREAU
DENR Compound, Visayas Avenue, Diliman Quezon City 1116
Telephone Nos.: (632)927-15-17, 928-37-25; Fax No.: (632) 920-22-58
Website: hitp:/fwww.emb.gov.ph / Email: mail@emb.gov.ph

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

On the ENVIRONMENTAL PERFORMANCE REPORT AND MANAGEMENT PLAN (EPRMP) of
the proposed SMELTING PLANT AND ROLLING MILL PROJECT of the METRODRAGON STEEL
CORPORATION (MSC) located in 3 MGM INDUSTRIAL COMPOUND, BARANGAY '
BAGBAGUIN, VALENZUELA CITY;

Notice is hereby given to all parties who wish to give their opinion regarding the implementation of the
proposed SMELTING PLANT AND ROLLING MILL PROJECT to attend a Public Hearing on 16
AUGUST 2019 (FRIDAY) at 9:00 AM (registration starts at 8:00 am) to be held in the COVERED
COURT JASMIN ST. CORNER GOLDEN ROD ST., DE CASTRO SUBDIVISION, PASO DE BLAS.
VALENZUELA CITY.

The Public Hearing is being conducted in connection with MSC’s application for the amendment of its
Environmental Compliance Certificate (ECC). The EPRMP of the aforementioned project is being reviewed
by the Environmental Management Bureau (EMB) of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR).

MSC ‘was incorporated on 13 May 2009 under SEC Register No. CS200906528. The proponent engages
in the'manufactlmng and sellmg of steel deformed bar, plain round bar, square bar, angle bar, steel billet
and wire rod. Its operation is covered by an ECC with reference no. ECC-NCR-0501-0021 that was issued
on 13 May 2010.

The following is the project fact sheet:

Project Name | Smelting Plant and Rolling Mill Project

Project Location 3 MGM Industrial Compound, Barangay Bagbaguin, Valenzuela City

Project Area . | 8.0725 hectares

Project Capgclty-_ . e Smelting Plant — 299,520 MT/year

- e Rolling Mill — 299,520 MT/year :
* Mini Rolling Mill — 59,904 MT/year .

All mtcrestcd parties wha wnsh to attend or participate in this Public l-[earmg should prefembly confirm their
attendance/ participation and may give their opinion(s) in a concise position paper to the
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND MANAGEMENT DIVISION (EIAMD) of this

. Office through mail or through email at eiamd.emb.co@gmail.com, three (3) days before the Public Hearing
schedule. Those who will not.be able to register or submit wntten positions may be given the oppottumty to
share their issues on the day of the hearing itself.

The project s EPRMP and Executlve Summary for the Public are downloadable at our website:
www.eia.emb.gov.ph (kindly access the Notice of Public Hearing/ Consultation link found in our website)
while copies will be available in this Office and in the following offices:

1.) EMB National Capltal Region
Address: National Ecology Center Compound East Avenue Diliman, Quezon City
Telephone Nos.: (02) 931-1331

2.): City Env:ronmenl and Natural Resources Offi icg — Valenzuela City

}"-
3.) City Env:ronment and Natural Resources Office — Caloocan City

- For more details, pieasc contact the EIAMD Division at-this Office at telephone number (02) 920- 2240 to 41
and look for the pro_lgct case handler Mr. Xairus Rey Guzman and Engr. Carlo Vic Arida, EnP.
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Protect the environment... Protect life...
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