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El Nido faces new
environment probe

The rehabilitation of the resort town of El Nido in
Palawan continues as the government gives a
newly created task force 20 days to inspect estab-
lishments and households for violations of envi-
ronmental laws and noncompliance with tourism
and business requirements. El Nido remains open
for tourists but swimming will be banned in cer-
tain areas in Bacuit Bay due to poor water s
quality. ~STORY BY JHESSET O. ENANO A'I"
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envwonment probe

Task force glven 20 days to check tourISm, busmess violations in resort town

By Jhesset O. Enano i
@JhessetEnanoINQ

‘A govemmcnt;led task force will

be given 20 days, starting today,.
to inspectand investigate estab+-
lishments and households in El
Nido, Palawan province, that
may be violating environmental ' %
laws and not complying with

tourism and ‘business require-

ments, as the rehabilitation of

the resort town continues.

! Envxronment Secretary Roy
Cimatu last week ordered Henry
Adomado, Mlmaropa (Mindoro,
Marinduque, , Romblon, Palawan)
~ regional execltive dxrector of

the Department of Environment

and Natural Resources (DENR)
to. form an mtgragency task
force that would submit on Aug.

25 its recomm_e_ndatlons on, es-.

tablishments that might be shut
down for noncompliance.
El Nido, one of the country’s
top tourist spots, has been spared
- from . imminent closure that
threatened similar destinations
across the country, following an
interagency meeting between ﬂ):e
DENR, the Department

TOURIST MAGNET El Nldo s enwronment has been sufferlng
as tourists continue to flock to this beach destmation in. ‘
northern Palawan. —REDEMPTO ANDA

Tourism, the Depcr(mcnt of the

‘ Innenor and Local Government

and other organizations on Aug. 1. -

. Cimatu said that while El
Nidq remained . open for
tourists,

Bay would be imposed. Areas
where swimming is banned in-

clude the locations of four out- -
falls—Corong-Corong, El Nido & s

Estero, Masagana and Cabugao.

These outfalls registered

strict no-swimming
' zones in certain areas in Bacuit

' high levels of fecal cohform or

 bacteria associated w1th hu-
man and animal feces, accord-
.ing to tests done by the DENR. |

The El Nido Estero outfall, for.
instance, registered a coliform
count of 16 million most proba-

ble number (MPN) for every 100

milliliters in April, while levels in

Masagana outfall reached 5.4

million MPN per 100 ml.

These levels are way heyopqg,

 the safe level for water quality,

which is at 100 MPN per 100 ml.
thle v:s1tors are still wel-

‘build zones, such as timberlands. |

come to stay in hoEeIs and oth~

er establishments in El Nido,:
they are encouraged to swimin.
other lagoons and islands with-é
in the Bacuit archlpelago, the~

% DENRsaid.

Cimatu said the‘ mteragency
task force would also identify
the structures standing on no-
: 4

Intervention L

“If we do not intervene in El
Nido, it will really end up like'
Boracay; where no one was in_
control,” Cimatu told reporters’
inapress bneﬁngllast week. -

Since last year, the town in
northern Palawan has been in-'
_cluded on the government’s®
gmwmg list of tourist spots.
needmg rehablhtatlon, follow-
ing the six-month closure of
Boracay Island as its model. ,,‘

El Nido, which receives over_
200,000 tourists yearly, was sub-
jected to a six-month rehablhta—
tion under the local government
beginning November last year.

8 At least 119 establishments had

already complied with enwron-
mentregulations. INQ

+
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Roles of DENR, DPWH in Baguio decay

up for scrutiny

MOUNTAIN VIEW Houses and business establishmants have been slowly encroaching on remaining forest
patches in Baguio City. VINCENT CABREZA

BAGUIO CITY, Benguet, Philipines — The role played by national agencies
that led to Baguio's overdevelopment will be addressed once Malacafiang
issues a moratorium on building construction and tree-cutting in the city, a
top city official said last week.

There have heen occasions when developers have been able to secure
permission from head offices of the Department of Public Works and
Highways (DPWH) or the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) when the city government rejects their applications for
taller buildings or for cutting trees, Bonifacio de la Pefia, city administrator,
said in a recent news briefing.

ADVERTISEMENT

Mayor Benjamin Magalong earlier asked Malacafiang for an executive
order that would freeze the processing and issuance of building and tree-
cutting permits for a year to allow his administration time to rehabilitate
vital utilities like the sewers.

Policy reforms

The building moratorium will not rescind permits already issued to ongoing
building projects that have exceeded the eight-story ceiling set by a building
ordinance, De la Pefia said.

“We cannot remove those floors anymore,” he said, although the city
government had at times refused to issue occupancy permits for extra
floors.

But policy reforms may prevent future projects from exceeding the city’s
skyline, he said.

MORE STORIES

The draft final report of Baguio’s carrying capacity said 52 buildings had
exceeded eight stories and occupied 2,313.7 hectares of its territory.

The report was presented at a public consultation in February by a team
commissioned by the National Economic and Development Authority.

De la Pefia, former dean of the Saint Louis University’s College of
Engineering, said the moratorium would also allow the city government to
review its own zoning policies regarding basements which were not
regulated.

Some buildings have excavated deeper to build underground floors for
parking or for additional store or office spaces.

ADVERTISEMENT
De la Pefia also said they might ask the city council to consider abolishing

Baguio committees or boards granting exemptions from zoning and
building ordinances.

Magalong said the proposed moratorium was being worked out by
Environment Secretary Roy Cimatu and Interior Secretary Eduardo Afo.

The mayor’s initiative comes two rmonths after a petition circulated online
seeking a stop to high-rise building projects in the city that was devastated
by a 7.7-magnitude earthquake on July 16, 1990.

Steep slopes
The moratorium would also affect informal settlements along steep slopes.

The DENR has put out a land susceptibility map which identified 58 villages
in lands that have “very high susceptibility to landslides.”

Session Road at the city’s central business district, where most tall buildings
have been put up, is on that list of villages. The remaining 114 villages are
concentrated in areas with “high susceptibility.”

The DENR map also identified 129 potential or active sinkholes in eight
villages, the biggest with openings as wide as 60 meters. —Vincent Cabreza
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ANG National Water Resour-
ces Board
isyu ng Board Resolution No.
003-0107 na pinamagatang

*Resolution Authorizing the - |
Executive Director to Grant

Staggard Payment on Ac-
crued Annual Water Charges,
Supenvision and Regulation
Fee and Penalties” upang
mabigyan ng pagkakataon

{(NWRB) ay nag-

pagbayad ng kanilang accrued

at makapagbayad upang
‘malutas ang kanilang mga
obligasyon, kaya sila ay hu-
mihiling ng mas magaan na
paraan ng pagbabayad sa

mga na'pén na obligasyon

ANG INYONG

LINGKOD

1 natanggap ay kallangang
i magwnﬂte sa NWRB ng ka-

nilang kahilingan sa-pama-

' magitan ng pagsagotsa Stag- -

gard Payment Request Form,

1 namaimmhasaqaislnang

kapagbayad na, klnakalla
ngang magsumite ng xerox-
mng.Oﬂk:iaI Receiptokaya
ang machine-validated Bills
PaymentSlip kung sia ay nag-
bayad sa bangke, para sa
patunay na nagbayad'na at

reoordwposas
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Muy HAY’OP na kuwent:o
po ako para sa inyo!

~ Noong isang ling- bulo o pollen sa iba't ibang mga bulaklak, nagka
o, bumisita po ako sa  karoon tayo ng mga prutas.
Cebu Citykungsaanko ~  Sila po ay ‘pest eaters’. Ginagawa po nilang tsit-
natuklasan ang Jum- sirya ang mga peste sa bukld kaya tulong
- alon Butterfly Sanc-- ito s&naga
tuary] : apo ay ‘fastfood ng mga ibang hayop -
o Simpleng bahay : ibon, daga, paniki at iba pang mga i1 v
e ‘Iang po ito ngumt pu- -ni %ﬂlﬂaﬂf talagad ba‘!amemda of nature ”kuwanto
nong -puno ng Prof. Humaida Angp tor aynaggzn prey.
dahil si Prof. Juﬁan Kungmawawa}a ang butterflies, ia
;I_umaloi:l_, ang namaya- ang maapektuhan and i m the long mn, tayo ring
- pang nagtatag ng sanc- mgatao ay maaa

; RAt tuary, ay samga tO'l]]’.', hlmﬂbas 5
paruparo magmula pa noong hulmg ing :Eg%nﬁgﬁrdm Sa pz%tlag0 kaun- ‘
dekada 1920! Lahat po ng kanyang koleksyon ng  ti lamang po ang nakita nammﬁpamparo .Sabi po

mga paruparo nnarmangkanyangmgaart— mpmpe_sora,“Dahﬂzto sa pollution galing sa tin
work ay nakat; & al dito. _ factory next door. aapektuhanangmgabutterﬂm ;
Sa inyo pong kaalaman, kllala sa bu- : I'wrote the DENR at nagkaroon ng meeting. They

ong mundosi ordered it to close. However, 1t’s bee_n 10 years
and the factory has yet to comply. Ang plano ko

 ngayon ay sulatan ang Pr&clde.nte.”

...........'................................‘.....\.........................‘....

malon bagama t hmdl si- :
Kenupﬂ(o dahll sa kanyang |\ -
ontribusyon sa Lepidopte- - s
rology o pag—aaral ng mga sumulatsamgo Kung T
sa kanilang paglabag sa
batas -pangkapaligiran, kaya
niyo rin pong tu ungan ang
Jumalon Butterfly Sanctuary.
Sana po bigyan ninyo ng pan-
sin ang panawagang ito.
Lubos na Gumagalang,
- Joyce.
4 \s/ist the Jt(lzrg.lon Buéter- :
y Sanctu: u City, 9am-
5pm daily. 8 ty
- P100 —--adults P50 — chil-
_dren. P80 — PWD/senior ci-
tizens.

SOSOOOOTO OO OO O T M MM O OO NN

yon ng sanctuary ay ang

yang nakatatandan anak
— si Humaida glé_lm on, isa
ring propesora. Pinasyal niya |
kamlpsa ahay nila kung saan
nakapresenta ang kanilang §

agarin po palasilasa
ran! Ayon kay Prof. Hi
Sila po ay ‘fnﬁtmakers’ Da-
hﬂposapagkﬂainﬂangmga.

FCOCOTOOOCOOSOTOOOOTOOOTOTCOOOCOOOOCOOOOOOTOTOOOOOTOOODODOVOTTCOOTOOOOTOTOTOOOOVTOVOVOOOOTD

COOOOCOOOTOOCOOOOOOTOOCOIOOTOOOO000
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Zero Waste Groups back bid for paperless Congress

SEVERAL environmental groups have
thrown their support behind a proposed
shift to paperless transactions at the
House of Representatives.

Senior Deputy Majority Leader and
Cavite 7th District Representative
Crispin “Boying” Remulla had earlier
announced that the chamber’s leader-

ship is pushing for a paperless Congress

to reduce paper costs estimated at P9
million a year and to digitize the legisla-
tive process.

This is among the reforms being con-
sidered by the house leadership under
the new rules of the 18th Congress to be
adopted this coming December after the
approval of the 2020 national budget.

- The move toward a paperless Con-
‘ gress has elicited support from green

groups working for a Zero Waste, fox-
ics-free and sustainable society who
cited the many benefits of going digital
and paperless.

“We welcome the chamber’s planned
switch to paperless transactions as this
will surely cut the costs for procuring
paper and for the printing of voluminous
legislative documents such as bills that
do not necessarily become a law. This
will reduce long-term resource use and
associated costs and bring greater trans-
parency to the lawmaking process,” said
Jovito Benosa, Zero Waste Campaigner,
EcoWaste Coalition. ,

“A paperless Congress should im-

- prove legislative efficiency, while cut-

ting the expenses not only for bond
papers, but also for folders, inks, toners

and other supplies. The savings can be - !
used instead for meaningful programs |

‘to _meet our people’s basic needs,”
suggested Sonia Mendoza, Chairman,
Mother Earth Foundation.

“Aside from reduced paper use and
waste, going paperless will cut storage
space for leglslanve documents that
are often printed in muluple copies, as
well as cut staff time in maintaining
such documents. With more efficient
operations, we can hope for faster de-
liberation of important bills, particularly

strategic environmental and health mea-
sures such as those banning smgle-use_

plastics, foreign waste importation, and
hazardous chemicals, products and pro-
cesses,” stated Rene Pineda, President,
Consumer Rights for Safe Food.

»
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Firm celebrates environment month with gre

A tree growing activity, an
eco-oriented art contest, a river
clean-up and a recycling chal-
lenge highlight Carmen Cop-=
per Corp.’s celebration of the |
environment month last June.

Some 1,200 seedlings were
planted in .5 hectares of land as
part of the company’s progres-
sive rehabilitation program and
in celebration of Arbor Day last
June 25. _ :

It was a clear demonstra-
tion of shared responsibility = [EeS
in protecting the environment Carmen Copper
after more 100 volunteer AVP-SHEC
employees, people’s organiza-
tions, local government unit
and government agency took -

resident an

hectares.

part in the activity. Last June 17,
~ The Arbor Day tree grow- ny successfully organized an
ing activity formed part of the = eco-oriented art contest that

series of tree growing activities

nacio Aburo (2nd from left) lead more than 1
unteers in a tree growing activity in celebration of Arbor Day and
Philippine Environment onth. i ‘ ‘

the compa-

aimed to raise awareness on

or progressive rehabilitation
initiatives to be conducted to

achieve the race to one million

planted seedlings by 2024.,
Carmen Copper targets to
rehabilitate 15 hectares of land
‘per year to achieve one million
seedlings planted since 2007.
The company has planted a
total of 876,115 seedlings and

3141

shall plant 124,085 more within

five years or by 2024. Total re-
forested area since 2007 is 634

the importance of tree growing
among elementary pupils in
Toledo City. -

- With the |
towards a sustainable future,”

the contest showcased the.

talents of 26 participants in
visual arts through artworks
that depicted concepts on re-
forestation, sustainable en-
ergy, recycling, proper waste
management, river protection,
air quality control, and other

theme ,”Greening<

EQO Roy Deveraturda (left) and

: g:eerﬁ@-effdft_s. | :
As part of its Adopt-an-

Estero Program, Carmen Cop-
_ per mobilized more than 50

residents to conduct a river

cleanup at Panda River, Baran-
gay Cantabaco, Toledo City last
June 10. il ‘

- Some 65 volunteers com-
prising of Carmen Copper
employees and members of the

- Hugpong Cantabacoanon para

sa Kinaiyahan (HCK), a compa-
ny-assisted people’s organiza-
tion committed to protect the
environment, rid the river of

" trash along the banks and river

beds. The activity generated

vol-

ening activities

645 kilograms of combined bio-
degradable, recyclable, residual
and special wastes.

More signage to educate
the residents will be installed
along Panda River while HCK,
pledged to be vigilant, police
the area and report those who

e will violate R.A. 9003 or the

Ecological Solid Waste Manage-
ment Act. s
Carmen Copper also
launched a company-wide
Trash to Treasure Challenge
where employees were chal-
lenged to recycle, reuse, re-pur-
pose and re-engineer everyday
materials into new, useful or
income-generating inventions.
- The Trash to Treasure Chal-
lenge aims to tap the employees’
creativity and innovativeness to
promote recycling and reuse of
materials in line with the com-
pany’s goal to reduce waste.
Among the entries that stood
out were a pub table made of
scrap tire and old rim, a clock
made of automobile scraps and
an elegantly designed furniture
chair made of scrap tires.
- Recognizing its crucial role
. inmaintaining balance between
economic growth and care for
the environment, Carmen Cop-
“per has embarked on a more

strategic approach to sustain-
able development by integrat-
‘ing sustainability in all facets
of its operations prioritizing
environmental management,
safety and health and socia
development. : -

- Its commitment to sustain-
able development has consis-
tently earned it various envi-
ronment awards including the
Presidential Mineral Industry
and Environment Award Tita-
nium and Platinum achieve-
ments. ;
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Empowering industries for

zero waste economy

&

B

Dr. Jesus Lim Arranza

~ MAKE SENSE

days, especially among the younger generation who are al-

THE zero-waste lifestyle is becoming more pbpﬁlar these

ready mindful of their role as stewards of nature. But while
they are already adopting a zero-waste lifestyle, many of them are
interpreting it as literally producing waste.

Fact is, zero waste is about creat-
ing a circular economy, in which the
products consumedbya community
are made to be renewed, reused, re-
paired orupgraded, and topractically
last along time, to preserve natural
resources and, more important, to
reduce the product’s impact on the
environment.

Creating zero waste is not just
about generating less waste, but
managing that waste, so that every
product made and consumed can be
safely returned to nature, instead of
ending up in landfills and oceans.

While the zero-waste lifestyle
sees a better future for the envi-
ronment and more sustainable in-
dustries, there is still a lot of work
to be done among the government
and private sector in coming up

with viable systems that will make
this happen.

Companies can start designing
their products or their packaging
to become recyclable and reusable,
especially if they are made of non-
biodegradable materials such as
metals and plastics. They can also
design their products so that it will
need less raw materials from natu-
ral resources.

Coca-Cola Philippines is one
company that has invested in mak-
ing its packaging more sustainable.
Recently, it introduced the coun-
try’s first-ever food-grade PET
bottlemade of 100-percent recycled
material. This is supposed to be
the first step toward the beverage
company’s global vision of a World
Without Waste, the goal of which is

v

help grow other industries without
impacting the environment.
- Since last year, a recycling com-

(reatiﬁg zero waste is not just
about generating less waste,

but managingthat waste,so' ©

that every product made and
consumed can be safely returned
to nature, instead of ending upin
landfills and oceans.

to collect and recycle 100 percent of
Coca-Cola’s packaging and achieve
50-percent recycled PET bottle
usage by 2030. 4

Another way to help support the
zero-waste lifestyle and create a cir-
cular economy is to make one’s pro-
ductionand manufacturing processes
moreefficientsoitwoulduseonlythe
necessaryamountofrawmaterialsto
help replenish natural resources and
to prevent generating waste.

‘There is also a need for proper
collection and diversion of recycla-
ble materials so it will not end up
in landfills and oceans. Companies,
like Coke, havebeenpartneringwith
communities, schools and other or-
ganizationstohelpset upbinswhere
recyclable materials, suchas metals,
PET bottles and other plastics, can
be efficiently collected.

They can also partner with recy-
cling companies, which can process
the collected materials into entirely
new products, or into raw materials
for differentindustries. Thiswillgive
the companies the opportunity to

\J

pany has been producing chairs,
beni;hesajxdec&bricksmau_clee_nti;ély
from PET bottles collected by Coke
throughvarious collection pointsna-
tionwide. The materialsare continu-
ously given to sari-sari store owners.

Wein the Federation of Philippine
Industries are interested in help-
ing create and support this circular
economy and zero-waste lifestyle,
especially since the Department of
Tradeand Industry’s Board of Invest-
ments, as mandated by Republic Act
9003 or the Solid Waste Manage-
ment Act of 2000, has been coming
up with policies and incentives to
encourage companies to invest in
green initiatives.

© We would like to encourage our
member-industries to think of ways
onhowtheirproductsandpackaging
canbemaderecyclableand reusable,
theirmanufacturingprocessesmore
efficient and environment-friendly,
and how they can create and offer
green jobs that will help conserve
the environment.

Dr. Arranza is the chairman of the Federation
of Philippine Industries and Fight lllicit Trade, a
broad-based, multisectoral movement intended
to protect consumers, safeguard government rev-
enues and shield legitimate industries from the ill
effects of smuggling.
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_ anagi

parks effectlvely

ANAGERS and senior staff

of Asean region’s best nature

parks gathered in Kota
Kinabalu, Sabah, Malaysia, recently to
share good practices in effective parks

management.

Through a Regional Learning
Workshop on the Effective Man-
agementof Protected Areas organ-
ised by the Asean Centre for Bio-
diversity (ACB), the 11 managers
and senior staff involved in the
management of Asean Heritage

Parks and protected areas learned

the elements and principles of ec-
otourism, as well as policies and
standards of ecotourism as prac-
ticed in selected AHPs.

They shared experiences and
lessons learned on recreation,
tourism, and ecotourism.

Funded by the government of
Japan through the Japan-Asean
Integrated Fund and conducted
in cooperation with Sabah Parks
and the Biodiversity and For-
estry Management Division of
the Ministry of Water, Land and
Natural Resources (KATS) of Ma-
laysia, the workshop equipped
the participants with awareness
and understanding on network-
ing strategies for effective imple-
mentation of database manage-

.ment and strategies to promote
‘their parks.

Italsofamiliarized the partic-
ipants with the Asean approach
in parks managementand on how
multiple stakeholders manage

protected areas through partici-
patory processes.

Highlighting the opening cer-
emonies were welcome messages
by Dr. Jamili Nais, director of
Sabah Parks; Undersecretary Dato
Wan Mazlan bin Wan Mahmood,
Biodiversityand Forestry Manage-
ment Division of KATS; and ACB
Executive Director Dr. Theresa
Mundita S. Lim.

Resource speakersincluded Dr.
Filiberto Pollisco Jr. and Rolando
Inciong, ACB Programme Special-
ist and Public Relations Consul-
tant, respectively; Dr. Nasrul Bin
Menhat, head of Protected Areas
Unit, Biodiversity and Forestry
Management Division, KATS; Dr.
Maklarin Lakim, deputy direc-
tor, Sabah Parks; Yassi Miki, pérk
manager, Kinabalu National Park;
Sithisack Paninhuan, deputy di-
rector, Nam Ha National Protected
Area; Dr. RogelioAndradall, head,
Botanic Gardens, Makiling Center
for Mountain Ecosystem; Alain
Quesea, chief, Tourism Division,
Department of Tourism, Philip-
pines and Dr. Ratchada Pongsat-
tayapipat, director, Sanga Sabhasri
Research and Development Cen-
ter, Queen Sirikit Botanic Garden.

The participants crafted their

.y

1g Asean’s nature
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respective countries’ communica-
tion, education and public aware-
ness strategies in promoting and
advocating biodiversity conserva-
tion through their nature parks,
focusing on engaging different
sectors of government and soci-
ety and emphasizing that conser-
vation is a shared responsibility.
Participants visited the Tunku
Abdul Rahman National Parkand
the Kinabalu National Park. Both
nature parks are known for good
practices in implementing sus-
tainability mechanisms, ecosys-
tem-based approach, multistake-
holder cooperation and biodiver-
51ty information management

Tunku Abdul Rahman

National Park ran
THE Tunku Abdul Rahman Parki is

astate park in Gaya Bay, 3 kilome-
ters offshore from Kota Kinabalu.
Named after Malaysia's firstprime
minister, Tunku Abdul Rahman, it
was gazetted in 1974 as Sabah's
second national park.

The park, which covers anarea
of 50 square kilometers, com-
prising five islands, their sur-
rounding reefs and sea, has good
programs to protect fauna, flora
and marine ecosystems.

Geologically, theislands are
part of the Crocker Range but
became isolated from the mas-
sif when sea levels rose after
the last ice age. There is also
a jungle trail located at Base
Camp in Pulau Gaya. The trail
that stretches around half a

‘kilometer is enough to gener-
ally educate visitors on various

aspects of the marsh jungle.
The names of the islands are

symbolic of theirhistoryand early

discoverers. Theislands are Pulau

Gaya (big), Manukan (fish), Ma-

~mutik (shell collection), Sapi (the
sound of a mowing buffalo) and
Sulug (commemorating the ances-
try of the Sulu peoples of Sabah).

Initially, the park covered two
islands—Gaya and Sapi. In 1979,
'the park’'sboundaries expanded to
include three otherislands: Manu-
kan, Sulug and Mamutik.

The administrative center of
Tunku Abdul Rahman Park is in
Manukan Island, although each
of the five islands has its own
administrative offices. -

Kmabalu National Park
THE Klnabalu National Park, w1th

a total area of 75,370 hectares, is

an outstanding example of a di-
verse landscape that appeals to
adventurous travelers, tourists
and researchers alike.

Its headquarters and several

substations along its boundaries

offer easyaccess to the challenging
Mount Kinabalu Summit Route,

various botanical gardens, nature
trails and waterfalls. Research-

ers venture further into its deep
rainforest to discover even more
of the park’s rich biodiversity and
ecosystems. ’

Mount Kmabalu, is one of the
youngest volcanic mountains in the
world and was formed within the
last 10 million years to 35 million
years. Standingat 4,095 meters, itis
the focal point of the park and one
of the most accessible mountains in

_ the world.

Thedifferentvegetation zones
at Klnabalu.ﬁ\liponal Park range
from lowla ipterocarp forest
to lower montane oak-chestnut
forest, upper montane or cloud
forest and subalpine meadow
near the summit plateau of
Mount Kinabalu.

Thebotanical sites containava-
riety of floraand fauna thatranges
over four climate zones from rich
lowland dipterocarp forest to al-
pinemeadow plants, and finally the
stunted bushes of the summitzone.

The mountain is also known
for its many carnivorous plants
and orchid species, most notable
the Nepenthes rajah. It is also home
to a multitude of endemic animal
species, including the Kinabalu Gi-
ant Red Leech and Kinabalu Giant
Earthworm. The park also plays
host to a variety of birds, insects,
mammals amph1b1ans andreptﬂes
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Editor: RAMON M. LIM

AS A MATTER OF FACT
SARA SOLIVEN DE GUZMAN
)

Our ecological damage

is a moral issue

e recent news on heat wave
over Greenland causing mas-
sive ice melt should be a grave

concern and wake up call to human-
ity. Human-caused climate change
has been affecting our ecological sys-
tems. According to the news, the heat
wave that smashed high temperature
records in five European countries a
week ago is now over Greenland, ac-  {#
celerating the melting of the island’s

ice sheet and causing massive ice loss in the Arctic.

Greenland, the world's largestisland has 82 percent ofits

surface covered inice. Ruth Mottram, a climate scientist with
the Danish Meteorological Institute said that the area of the
Greenland ice sheet that is showing indications of melt has
been growing daily and has hit a record of 56.5 percent this
year. More than 10 billion tons (about 400,000 Olympic-sized
swimming pools) of ice was lost to the oceans by surface
melt last week alone, creating a net mass of ice loss of some

- 197 tons from Greenland in July.

_ people and worst ourselves.

- Very timely is the release of the ;;astoral letter issued gy
the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the Philippines ( ca% -

“to express concern over the destruction of our ecologi

systems. Msgr. Romulo G. Valles, DD, Archbishop of Davao
and president of the Catholic Bishops’ Confeg:'loe of the
Philippines (CBCP) in his letter, An Urgent Call for Ecologi-
cal Conversion, Hope in the Face of Climate Emergency calls on
everyone to urgently respond to the climate crisis. He said,
“As Christians, however, we have a deeper reason to be
concerned with climate because it is “a common good” (LS
23) and to cause its undesirable changeisa “moral issue” (St.
John Paul I, Peace with God the Creator, no. 15).
. Along this line, Pope Francis’ Laudato Si’: “On Care for
our Common Home”, cites Patriarch Bartholomew who
“has spoken in particular of the need for each of us to t
of the ways we have harmed theIlanet, for in as much as
we all generate small ecological damage, we are called to
acknowledge our contribution, smaller or greater, to the
disfigurement and destruction of creation. This challenges us
“to acknowledge our sins against creation. Foremostamon,
them is our tendency to degrade the integrity of the eartﬁ
by causing changes in its climate” (LS8). ok
We are a predominantly Christian — Catholic nation.
Every Sunday we fill the churches around the countgr. We
also practice all Catholic traditions very solemnly and with
strong dedication. Many of our brothers and sisters who
are non-Christians also have a god who them to
be good and moral beings. Unfortunately, we easily forget
our “moral obligations” toward one another, toward our
environment and most important, toward God:. Our crime
rates are very high. Itis alarming, As a result, government
is taking measures one of which is to re-introduced a stron-
ger Values Education program in both public and private
schools. Itis with fervent belief that the next generation will
become a different breed of Filipinos — more God-fearing
with a strong foundation of ethical and moral values.

- The Catholic Bishops Conference of the Philippines is
turning to our countrymen to look into our hearts. Itis:a]]ﬁ
out to us, by making us discern the actions we take tow.
our environment. Clearly, we have ignored our Christian
obligations and responsibilities toward the environment as
there are many companies (both international and local) who

continue to degrade our natural environment. If we continue

such acts, we will fail to protect our land, our waters, our

' Samarco which

Last month, the Brazilian mining giant Vale a?eed to
out$107 million in collective moral damages an: $186,00I6El tg
each of the close relatives of nearly 300 people killed when
a tailings damaollaarsedon January 25 at its iron ore mine
in Brumadinho. Vale is the co-owner of the mining firm
operated another tailings dam that is said
to have also collapsed in 2015 killing 19 people and causing

an environment ca he.

On July 22, 201%@ of the Interior and Public
Security mrhed that intense snowfall in the region of Ar-
aucania, Chile left thousands of persons without electricity,
caused the closing of border crossings, and d. homes.
The ﬁort also indicated that there was a total of 4,718
isolated persons and 18 homes affected, two of which were
destroyed. From July 20-22 of this year, a heat wave across
the USA affected up to 200 million people.

Climate change has triggered the occurrence of many
natural disasters. Don't forget the land, the oceans and the
air (or the atmosphere) are all blankets of the earth that are

- inter-connected. The different gases (natural / chemical) that

fill up the earth’s atmosphere change weather patterns that
cause climate change. The daily earthquakes, tsunamis,
flooding, volcanic eruptions, lang:slidas, heat wave are
of the imbalance of mother nature which man has o
ignored by his abuse of it. As a result, people, animals and
living things are killed, injured or displaced.
the local scene, abusive government officials have taken
in the exploitation of our environment. Corrupt officials
ave been bou bygrouLFa,oompaxﬁs, tes to
dowhatati:?rpeaséevm' their actions/ works are clearly
ariminal and immoral - denuding/ mining of mountains, silt-
ing of lakes, rivers andseas,i]lhz;]]} ing, etc. The problem
we have with the pollution of Mani :%;r,‘%oracay, Lagunade
Bay, Pasig River and other waterways are all caused by men
who donot have the decency nor the ability to be responsible of
their deeds; and if governors, mayors and councilors continue
toallow theseimmoral acts, they too become instruments if not
collaborators to the crimes. ,
The recognition of the Rights of Natureis at the core of the -

 call for ecological conversion, as Pope Francis emphasized

in his at the United Nations General Assembly in
September 2015. He said that, “true rightenvironment does
exist because we human beings are part of the environment.

We live in communion with it, since the environment itself
entails ethical limits which human activity must acknowl-
edge and Any harm done to the environment,
therefore, is harm done to humanity.” :

We need mzﬁa:ad_i' n shift in order to reestablish our sa-
cred relationship with nature: “Nature cannot be regarded
as something separate from ourselves or as a mere setting
in »%})ud? we live. Vg;a:e all part of nature.”

lay, guided by Pope Francis’ encyclical, Laudato Si,
the Church, consistently caring for our ccgnunon home, has
committed to abide by the following ecological convictions:
The Earth is our home. We are to care for our common home.
We are to act in order to protect all life forms on Earth, from
ﬁdge_ﬁomef;Wea:’vedutyboundtoact and resist all forms
of destruction damaging our people and our planet; We are
connected to the Earth, just as our lives and the life of all
other beings are interconnected with each other; We hear
both the cry of the Earth and the cry of the poor. We are to

nd and act together in order to mitigate the ill effects
S i

- of rains, the

te change on our ‘ﬁlanet and our communities; and
in the spirit of accountability, we demand climate justice.

This is a higher call to the spirit. strong downpour

( ing of the earth’s crust, the extinction of

ﬂﬁa&aamaﬂ ifestations, the cry of nature. Let's take

is seriously and act mseiyf*
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Pacific leaders
wantsummit
focus on dimate
change, not China

WELLINGTON, NEW ZEALAND
—Pacific island leaders insist climate
change, not China, will top the agenda
when they meet in Tuvalu this month
as western-aligned nations push to curb
Beijing’s growing influence in the re-
gion. : : '

Once regarded as a sleepy backwater
of the diplomatic world, the islands are
now a hotbed of aid projects and charm
offensives as anxiety over China’s pres-
ence grows. Byt .

Australia has labelled its campaign
the Pacific Step-Up, New Zealand has
the Pacific Reset and Britain the Pacific
Uplift, while the United States, Japan,
and France have also intensified their
efforts to court the region.

But local leaders attending the Pacif-
ic Islands Forum in Tuvalu from Aug,
13 to 16 are wary their concerns will
be sidelined if they become pawns in a
wider power struggle. -~ '

The 16-member forum mainly con-
sists of small island nations, along with
Papua New Guinea, Australia, and New

PIF secretary-general Dame Meg
Taylor said the forum, whose members
collectively refer to themselves as the
Blue Pacific, was at a pivotal moment
in its history. : :

- “While we are the subject of the geo-
political maneuvering and strategies
of others, the Blue Pacific collective
remains focused on charting our own

destiny,” she said. -

- The primary concern for island lead
ers—many of whom live in low-lying

nations threatened by rising seas—is

climate change. ;

In a pointed message to Austra-
lia’s conservative government, Tuvalu
Prime Minister Enele Sopoaga has
warned Canberra’s step-up strategy will
fail unless it finally takes meaningful
action to address the issue.

“They know very well that we will
not be happy as a partner, to move for-
ward, unless they are serious,” he said,

China has been active in the Pacific
for well over a decade and, though it
still ranks far behind Australia as the re-
gion’s biggest aid donor, there is grow-
ing discomfort over its interest in an
area Canberra regards as its sphere of
influence. AFP % Wdns '
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WELLINGTON: Pacific island lead-
ers insist climate change, not
China, will top the agenda
when they meet in Tuvalu this
month as western-aligned na-
tions push to curb Beijing's
growing influence in the region.
Once regarded as a sleepy
backwater of the diplomatic
world, the islands are now
a hotbed of aid projects and
charm offensives as anxiety over
China's presence grows, . .. .
Australia has labelled its cam-
paign the Pacific Step-Up, New
Zealand has the Pacific Reset
and Britain the Pacific Uplift,
while the United States, Japan,
and France have also intensified

their efforts to court the region. .

But local leaders attending
the Pacific Islands Forum (PIF)
in Tuvalu ‘from August 13-16
are wary their concerns will be
sidelined if they become pawns
in a wider power struggle.

The 16-member forum mainly
consists of small island nations,
along with Papua New Guinea,
Australia, and New Zealand.

PIF secretary-general Dame
Meg Taylor said the forum, whose
members collectively refer to
themselves as the Blue Pacific, was
at a pivotal moment in its history.

“While we are the subject of
the geopolitical manoeuvring
and strategies of others, the
Blue Pacific collective remains
focused on charting our own
destiny,” she said.

The primary concern for island

leaders.-- many of whom live in
low-lying nations threatened by
rising seas -- is climate change.
In a pointed message to Aus-
tralia’s conservative govern-
ment, Tuvalu Prime Minister
Enele Sopoaga has warned Can-

berra's step-up strategy will fail

unless it finally takes meaning-
ful action to address the issue.

“They know very well that we
will not be happy as a partner,
to move forward, unless they
are serlous, he sald

FOCUS

Base fears

The Pacific islands saw intense
fighting during World War Il and
displays of power in the Cold
War, including nuclear tests by
the United States and France.
But they dropped off the ra-

dar for major powers as other

regions took priority, a fact
recently acknowledged by Brit-
ain’s High Commissioner to
New Zealand Laura Clarke.
“Quite frankly we stepped
back too much from our Pacific
friends and partners,” she said.
“We are now beginning to put

that balance right.”

China has been active in the
Pacific for well over a decade
and, though it still ranks far

“behind Austraha as the reglon s

biggest aid donor, there is grow-
ing discomfort over its interest
in an area Canberra regards as
its sphere of influence.

For China, a presence in the
region provides access to as-
sets such as fisheries, as well as
giving Beijing the opportunity
to try to further diplomatically
isolate Taiwan, which it regards
as a renegade state.

Birt other regional heavyweights,
pamcularly Australia, fear the ul-
timate aim is to set up a naval
base in the Pacific which would
dramatically increase Beijing's
military footprint in the area.

Such a move would poten-
tially negate the geographic

~ remoteness that provides Aus-

tralia and New Zealand with a

-valuable defence buffer,

Whether real or imagined, the
possibility has long dominated
strategic thinking among Aus-
tralia and its allies about the
islands, said Wesley/Morgan, a
lecturer in international affairs

at the University of the South

Pacific in Fiji. | |
“This tendency to see the Pacific
island countries a§ would-be naval
bases and to view them through
that lens of maritime competition
has done Pacificisland countries a
disservice,” he said. ;

Pacific leaders want summit
focus on cl,lmate, not Ch_ln_a__

“These countries are signiti-
cant players in global politics
in their own rlght he added,
pointing out it was the islands
that helped put climate change
on the international agenda.

Lip service

Morgan said Pacific leaders re-
garded climate change as a great-
er security risk than China and
expected those operating in the
region to respect their concerns.

- He said there was particular dis-
appointment that Australia - led
by climate-sceptic Prime Minister
Scott Morrison = was dismissive
about an issue its neighbours see

—as an existential threat.

While Canberra had paid
lip service to environmental
concerns, Morgan said island
nations were acutely aware that,
in real terms, it was set to miss
Pari$ emissions targets and had
recently approved construction
of a major new coal mine.

Pacific leaders have become
increasingly critical of Canberra
ahead of the Tuvalu meeting
and Morgan said they were un-
likely to prioritise Canberra’s
security concerns regarding
China when their own were not
being taken seriously.

“As long as countries like Aus-
tralia fail to take adequate steps
to tackle climate change it will
undermine their attempts to win
over the Pac1ﬁc, he said. AFP

¥
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Asia climate change
yardstick

- UN says region will determine success or
fallure of energy transition

Commitments from countries in Asia to move towards ca.rbon-neutral

economies would be crucial

A United Nations (UN) official recently
bared that the battle to combat climate
change will “succeed or fail” based on
what happens in Asia, where growing
energy needs are increasing demand for
fossil fuels.

In a statement, UN special
representative for the Secretary-General
Rachel Kyte said that commitments
from countries in Asia to move towards
carbon-neutral economies would be
crucial ahead of the key climate summit
next month that has been billed as a last
chance to prevent irreversible climate

 change — three years after the Paris ﬂlg&
His®

agreement went into force.

“It is really in this region that
we will succeed or fail in the energy
transition in order to be able to meet our
climate change goals,” Kyte said.

She added that the summit hopes
to secure commitments to zero net
carbon by 2050, but growing demand for
electricity in Asia is likely to be one of
the key obstacles.

“Southeast Asia is one of the fastest

growing economic regions in the world.
This is where population and urbanization
mean that electricity demand is expected
to triple between 2015 and 2040,” Kyte

said. “In order to meet this, Southeast
Asia is currently turning to fossil fuels,
many countries are.”

New coal plant projects continue
throughout the region, particularly in
Indonesia, Vietnam and the Philippines
and countries including Japan are
funding their construction despite
criticism from climate groups.

But the UN official said that the
sector should be seen as on its way out.

“There is really no future for coal,”
said Kyte. “It is not competitive by
price... and it has such an extreme
impact on human health as well as on
the planet.”

In recent months, some private
& sector firms in Japan and elsewhere

%" have moved away from funding coal,
seeing it as a poor long-term investment,
a trend that Kyte said was encouraging,
along with growing energy efficiency in
China and India. :

Luis Alfonso de Alba, UN Special
Envoy for the Climate Action Summit,

» also challenged the idea that the

transformations needed to combat global
warming would hamstring economic
development.

“Fighting climate change is fully
compatlble with the fight against

poverty,” De Alba sa1d “There are many
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: Chma s commlﬂm'em‘t“‘Whmh remains both a leadmg

to its Belt and Rp,ad Imtia.ﬁve which funds
¥ mfrastructure pro_ jects: and\Jnore

,Va out the' e)q;radi’
‘work that is goin

‘ ‘those that will take tlge iead iyl
’nsition, which in any case is going to be inevitable.”
the climate summit’s success will be

enutter and also key fmancner of coal plants in

“

BOB DUNGO JH
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Soldiers in mufti

ast Saturday, Virginia Balmaceda Castro, widow of former Rizal
provincial fiscal, Mauro Castro, celebrated her goth birthday.
In a grand family reunion of children, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren, she was joined by sisters Gloria B. Gozum, Rose-
marie B. Lazaro and Erlinda B. Calabio (late hubby was Fred
Calabio, PMA Class 1951) who flew in from Adelaide, New South

Wales, for the happy occasion. Virginia’s father, Cornelio Balmace-

da, will be remembered as
one of our greatest admin-
istrators who secured for
~ Manila the Asian Develop-
ment Bank headquarters in
a ftight contest against
heavyweight Tokyo.

“Soldiers in mufti”
refers to military officers in
civilian clothes or in a
broader sense, carrying out

basically civilian duties.
“When Davao City May-
or Rodrigo Duterte was inaugurated as President of the Republic
in June 2016, his first appointments of retired military officers to
Cabinet positions were Gen. Delfin Lorenzana as secretary of na-
tional defense and Gen. Hermogenes Esperon Jr. as national secu-
rity adviser. After his first Armed Forces of the Philippines chief
of staff Gen. Ricardo Visaya retired, he immediately tasked him to
head the National Irrigation Administration. Soon after Gen. Ed-
uardo Afo
tary of the'Department of the Interior and Local Government.
_@€n. Roy Cimatu assumed office as head of the Department of En-
vironment and Natural Resources, while former Army chief Lt.
Gen. Rolando Bautista took over the Department of Social Welfare
and Development. The latest military addition to the Duterte Cab-
inet is former senator. Gregorio Honasan II, one of the leading fi-
gures in the 1986 Edsa Revolution, as secretary of the Department
. of Information and Communications Technology.

That makes six retired soldiers holding some of the most im-
portant Cabinet positions in government. These military officers
have a few things in common: they are all graduates of the Philip-
pine Military Academy (PMA), they all belong to only one AFP
branch of service, the Philippine Army, and none of them are
lawyers. At the sub-Cabinet level you will find even more retired
military officers in various executive positions and as heads of
agencies, again mostly PMAyers. As I have said in the past, no oth-
er institution of the land has contributed so many of its graduate
for public service in recent years. ¢ :

We are honored by the Commander in Chief’s unprecedented
display of trust and confidence in our fellow soldiers. We are
aware that no other president has provided so much for the men
in uniform and we are grateful.

RAMON J.FAROLAN

Some folks have expressed concern over the increasing number °

of retired military officers being appointed to civilian positions, citing
fears about the possible loss of civilian supremacy over the military. -

. Well, for so long we have endeavored to uphold this so-called
democratic principle of civilian supremacy over the military and
what has it brought the nation? Somehow,-I am reminded of the
observations made by the late management guru, Washington
Sycip, on the state of affairs in our country. In 2008, marking the
centennial of the University of the Philippines (UP), he spoke in
Diliman and proceeded to propound a number of questions.

appointed first as officer in charge and later secre- -

. For 46 years after we left the US umbrella, UP graduates (mostly
lawyers) have occupied the presidency and numerous executive po-
sitions in government. He asked, “Why are we in such a mess?”

- “We were fpld that with our advantages of being a Christian
nation and a democracy, we would be next to Japan, the leading
nation in East Asia. Today we find ourselves in a steadily declining
position regardless of what measure we go by: poverty index, per
capita spending on education, corruption ranking, peace and
order—the list continues.” We can barely stay ahead of Cambodia
in terms of economic progress and development.

“In spite of our large population we have the lamentable dis-
tinction of being the only major South East Asian nation unable to

‘win an Olympic gold medal.” Tiny Singapore and Hong Kong have

already won their golds.

With all the talented people we have, Sycip asked, why have
we not been able to produce a Lee Kuan Yew of Singapore, a
Mahathir Mohamad of Malaysia, a Gen. Park Chung-hee of South
Korea, or a Deng Xiaoping of China? :

“The Asian Development Bank released a report that the
Philippines and India who claim to be democracies, lag behind
East Asian countries in reducing poverty. China and Vietnam both
authoritarian states, are the two countries that have rapidly re-
duced poverty. Are there lessons to be learned here?”

These are some of the issues that should concern us instead of
lamenting the possible loss of civilian supremacy over the mili-
tary. All our “people-powered” revolutions have so far been
bloodless affairs. Unless we come up with the right answers soon,
we may not be so lucky the next time around. )

“rifarolan56@gmail.com
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