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our top priorities,”

said.

The ut Riv
the highest prize of
P100,0 during the 2419

RIVERSforLlfeAw d

one of the hi lights
the DENR’S 3o fo

Calbayog River i m
while the Manaba Ri
in Bolhol got the th}i'd

lace.

Calbayog River was
awarded P75,000 while
the Manaba River re-
ceived P50,000.

The Provincial Envi-
ronment and Natural Re-
sources Offices (PEN-
ROs) and Community
Environment and Natu-
ral Resources Offices
(CENTROs) that have ju-
risdiction over the top
three winning rivers re-
ceived the cash pnzes
from Cimatu.

R.LV.ERS stands for
Recognizing Individu-
als/Institutions Towards
Vibrant and Enhanced
Rivers.

It aims to raise aware-
ness on the need to pro-
tect and conserve rivers
as lifeblood of the earth
and human civilization.

“We aim to tap con-
certed action to protect the
country’srivers fromdeg-
radation and pollution
and assure their suitabili-
ty, sustamabnhty and fur-
ther improvement,” Ci-
matu said.

The DENR chief said
that the R.L.V.E.Rs for Life
Award is one way of en-

suring that rivers across
v > '

arekeptclean
that rivers and
eeks dram to bigge
dies of water and

eir condition, citing the
ase of Pasig River which
ains into Manila Bay.
A total of 16 rivers un-

ed by the Regional Com-
mittee consisting of the
regional offices of the
DENR, the Mines and

' The annual contest is
to all incumbent su-
pervising and i aFle-
menting PENROs, along
ith their respective
NROs,
| Launched in 2017, the

 protect the country’s
rivers from degradation
d pollution and to im-
ptove their designated
ise and classification by
cgming up with appro-
priate mitigations and in-
tdrventions.
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Pasig Rive r re¢

of linear 5

IRST therewasEsterodel
F en, Estero de San Mig
his time around, th
River Rehabilitation Comn
(PRRC) is looking to build
park along two creeks it is|
ing, one in Manila and one in||
zon City. i
The PRRC said on Mondayi
begin the construction of 146
ear meters along Ermitario re
Quezon City and 1,266 linea
ters along Estero de la Reina,
nila after its easement reco
operations.

A MEMBER of the River Patrols disma eLthr settlements | and obstructlons to hegl

i
l
i
I
|
’
\

bi

h b body to

'4 RC’s river patrol teams have
Eee dismantling andﬁ removing
he linformal settlements to make
e construction of the hnear park

ssible.
T cordmg to PRRC, such reha-
411 ation strategies can transform
any polluted waterway into an envi-
ronmental preservation area (EPA).
l ‘:] ong its EPA success stories

i ap.’e 3stero de Paco and Estero de San

MI i! el in Manila. R
| “Notonly wewillbeable to get rid
of the sources of pollution, but we will

also prove theliving conditions of

‘o n Mamla, QC esteros

n the 145 meter,

build 1,411 m

s of Ermitano Creek linear park. PHOTOCOURTESY OF PRRC

our communities for they can soon
enjoy paved and lighted walkways
along Ermitafio Creek and Estero
de la Reina," said PRRC Executive
Director Jose Antonio E. Goitia.

To date, PRRC has built 41.15 ki-
lometers of linear parks, resettled
almost19,000informal-settlerfami-
lies and dismantled 508 privately
owned structures at no cost to the
government.

PRRC also lauded the Metropoli-
tan Manila Development Authority
andlocal government of Manilaand
QC for their assistance. ’
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By Ronnel W. Domingo
@RonWDomingolﬂQ Ny

Water consumers in Metro
Manila and adjacent proyvinces
should prepare for another
round of supply shortage as the
stock level in' the Angat Dam
continues to go down despite
the onset of the rainy season.

~ Sevillo David, Executive Di-
rector of the National Water Re-
sources Board (NWRB),
Monday in a press briefing Angat
was expected to reach its critical
low level of 160 meters above sea
level (masl) by this weekend.

As of Monday morning, water
level at Angat—the main source
of raw water for the metropolis
and nearby provinces like Bulacan,
Rizal and Cavite—was pegged at
162.39 masl This has been going
down at about 0.4 meter daily.

“Although, ~ Pagasa  an-
nounced that the rainy season
has officially begun, [there was]
insignificant rainfall in the An-

said

gat reservoir area in the past
weeks,” David said. “Further, the
weather bureau forecast that
heavy rainfall is highly unlikely
this week due to a monsoon
break in the country.”

He said if prevailing condi-
tions persisted, the 160-masl low
mark could be breached by the
third week of June. The last time
this happened was in 2010, when
a strong El Nino brought ex-
tremely dry conditions.

He said if this happened again,
Angat Dam would reactivate its
Low Level Outlet, which makes
possible the drawdown of water
below 160 masl. Cloud-seeding op-
erations and reactivation of deep
wells would also be conducted.

The NWRB already reduced
the allocation of water from Angat
to MWSS frem 48 cubic meters (cuL.
m) per second to 46 cu.m effective
last June 1. At 48 cum, Angat is re-
leasing the full allocation to
MWSS—and used by its conces-
sionaires, including Manila Water

CRITICALLEVEL AT ANGAT DAl

 NO DANCING JUST YET:
TO RESOLVE WATER SUPPLY

INS FAIL
SHORTAGE

Co. Inc. and Maynilad Water Ser-
vices Inc—equivalent to 4,0Q0
million liters of raw water daily.

A reduction could “mean wa-
ter service interruption, includ-
ing reduced pressure and-rota-
tion of availability,” he added.

Ferdinand dela Cruz, presi-
dent of Manila Water, said in a
separate briefing reduced alloca-
tion could affect customers who
are now enjoying 24-hour avail-
ability of water at 7 pounds per
square inch at ground-floor level.

Dela Cruz said that as of June
16, 99.7 percent of Manila Water’s
concession area—eastern Metro
Manila as well as Rizal province
—has water for at least eight
hours daily. This includes about
go percent of the East Zone that
enjoys water for 24 hours daily.

Maynilad, meanwhile, has
been announcing pockets of in-
termittent service interruption
due to high demand and low
water level at its reservoirs.
INQ
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Public urgéd to "
rve water

cr1t1<L1 level mar
B AN

. eduCed water pt'es sure, atAngatDam d1ps er to 160-meter
rotatmnal semce‘:.fr water critical mark in a few days, the Na-

RUIZ and MADELAINE B. MIRAFLOR

interruptions may be imple-  tional Water Reso E‘ces Board

mented once the water level (NWRB) warned on Monday. »9
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Public urged to |

As of Monday morning, the water
level of Angat Dam has already declined
to 162.39 meters from last Sunday’s
162.82 meters. This is 17.61 meters
below the dam’s minimum operating
water level of 180 meters. |
" IpoDam has also gone down beyond
its maintaining level of 101 meters. As
of Monday, its water level was at 100,73
meters. La Mesa Dam, on the other
hand, was at 68.43 meters, slightly be-
low its critical level of 69 meters.

With this development, Manila
Water President and Chief Executive
Officer Ferdinand Dela Cruz urged the
public to conserve water.

The Ayala-led Manila Water Compa~
ny, Inc. also began warning consumers
of a possible supply interruption that
may last for several hours every day/as
a mitigating measure to the deciiniilg
water level from Metro Manila's ma_]or
water source.

Dela Cruz said the company doe_snt
want to cause another panic, but Metro
Manila-is facing a water supply short-
age and there is a need for the pubhc to

_ conserve water.

“The supply of Angat Dam is di-
minishing. It's no one's fault. It's just
that the rains are not coming,” Dela
Cruz said.

“So there will be periods of service
interruptions. We are just preparmg the
public,” he added.

“As Angat level goes down and re-
leases to concessionaires are reduced,
there will be impact to our service,”

- Dela Cruz said. ’

“We will try to make sure that res-
ervoirs are build up, but we can’t say
that it is all good. We continue to ap-
peal for the public to conserve water
he added.

NWRB Executive Director Setnllo

. David Jr. said that although the E lp- ‘

pine Atmospheric, Geophysical,
Astronomical Services Admm:stration
(PAGASA) has already announceq the
official onset of rainy season in the
country, there is an “mmgmﬁcjﬂt”
rainfall over the Angat watershed for
- the past weeks.
‘Heavy rainfall unlikely’ |

Likewise, PAGASA sees that heavy
rainfall is “highly unlikely” this week
due to a monsoon break, he cited. |
_ Itis estimated that water elevation
in the reservoir will breach the low-level
" mark of 160 meters by this weekend

if the prevailing conditions in Angat
Dam persist and no sufficient rainfall
isreceived in Angat watershed.
| The |160-meter level is considered

cmtlcal %for domestic water supply.

Under this scenario, David said
séverallmeasures will be undertaken to
manag  the remaining water including

oper tionalization of the Angat Dam
low levpl outlet, the bottom channel
capable of releasing water below 160
meters!

| He expla.med that they are currently
testmg the low-level outlet, which was
last used in July 2010. The water level

_at Angdl: Dam then was 157.57 meters,

the lowest in history.

So far David said the initial releases
from the low-level outlet are “manage-
able,” meaning the water can still be
treated or processed.

. He %.ISO noted that the dam’s low
level outlet can supply water even if
the Angat reaches the 150-meter level.

| Cﬂoud seeding operations and the
re- actlvatlon of Metropolitan Water-
works and Sewerage System’s (MWSS)
deep wells are also continuously imple-
mented to address the situation.

is also considering reducing
the water allocation to MWSS, which is
currently at 46 cubic meters per second
(cms}. i

| Angat Dam supplies about 96 per-
cent of Metro Manila's domestic water
needs, releasing about 4 million liters
of Wate# per day (mld). Of this, Manila
Water gets an allocation of 1,600 mld,
while West Zone concessionaire May-
nilad Water Services, Inc. is allowed to
get the rest or about 2,400 mld.

 David said the NWRB, MWSS, May-
nilad, and Manila Water officials will
be havmg a meeting today (June 18) to
detEMne other measures and agree
on the water allocation for the domestic
Water pp]y

Should they agree on a lower water
al_iocattqm David said this could affect
the regular delivery of water service
prowdéd by Metro Manila concession-
aires, Maymlad and Manila Water.

Water pressure, service rotation, or
interruption is expected in some areas
served by the water concessionaires,
he adld¢d

5 B cut water allocation to 32
cms in irmy, 2010, when an El Nifio epi-
sode adversely affected the amount of
rainfallover the Angat watershed.

mserve... al

But NWRB assured the public that
the government and private sector are
doing everything to lessen the adverse
impact of the declining water level at
Angat Dam.

Worst year so far

Starting with its supply deficitissue
back in March up until now, this could
easily be the worst year for Manila Wa-
ter. Dela Cruz thinks so, too.

He said it seems like this year is all
about more expenses and less profit for
the Ayala-led firm.

“There will be financial impact this
year,” Dela Cruz said. “But our focus is
more on providing supply.”

It was in March when the company
caughtitselfin a supply mess that affected
millions of its customers, which experi-
enced low to no water supply for weeks.

To try to make up for it, the company

. implemented a voluntary and one-time

bill waiver program for its consumers,

' amove that costs Manila Water P350 to

360 million.

This is on top of the penalties im-
posed-by the Metropolitan Waterworks
and Sewerage System (MWSS) to Ma-
nila Water for failing to meet its service
obligation and provide its customers
water supply 24/7.

The fine amounted to P1.13 billion, of
which £534.05 million will be used by the
company to implement bill rebates —as
credit payment or as overpayment —for
some of its customers beginning June,
reflective of their May consumption.

“We can fund all of this internally so
far” Dela Cruz said, adding that this will
all add burden to the company's overall
operational expenses for the year.

Managing supply and demand

Meanwhile, David said managing
both water supply and demand is es-
sential to maintain water availability. -

“We have been constantly appealing
to the public to conserve water and we
are now repeating the plea,” he said.

1t is expected that the water level in
Angat Dam will increase in the coming
months with the onset of rainy season.

Water supply will likely normalize
during the peak of southwest monsoon or
habagat season between July and Sep-
tember but the public is still encouraged
to continue conserving water to help in the
Angat reservoir’s water level recovery.

PAGASA said the weak El Nifio epi-
sode, which brought way below normal
rainfall over most parts of the country
will likely prevail through August, and
has a chance to continue until the end
of 2019.

72
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Rains to fill Angat Dantn;ext month

i_‘further to 162.39 meters. which triggered drought and

By HELEN FLORES

R O g st |

Residents of Metro Manila
and nearby areas must con-
tinue saving water as rains
from the southwest monsoon
that could normalize the sup-
ply in Angat Dam in Bulacan
will not arrive until next
month. ‘ '

“We expect more rains
come July and we expect
the water level at Angat to
gradually increase at that
time,” Esperanza Cayanan,
chief of the Philippine At-
mospheric, Geophysical and
Astronomical Services Ad-
ministration (PAGASA)'s
weather division, said at a
press conference.

Cayanan added that the
occurrence of two to three
tropical cyclones would also
help Angat’s water level rise
back to its minimum operat-
ing level of 180 meters.

As of 6 a.m. yesterday, An-
gat dam’'s water level dipped

The dam supplies 97 per-
‘cent of Metro Manila’s watef
needs.

. The National Water Re-
sources Board (NWRB

warned yesterday of possiblg
reduction of the approved
water allocation to Metrd
‘Manila at 46 cubic meter per
second once the dam’s water
level dips below the low-level
éfnark of 160 meters.

| Cayanan said July, Auj
\gust and September are nor;
‘mally the wettest months of
ithe year.

|  PAGASA administrator Vij
‘cente Malano said even with
‘the prevailing weak El Nifio
‘they still expect a norma

umber of tropical cyclones

this year.
| About 19 to 20 cyclones
'visit the country every year.

But Malano warned tha
‘tropical cyclones are usually
intense during El Nifio years

The El Nifio phenomenonL

dry spells in many areas in
the past months, is likely to
last up to November this year,
according to PAGASA.

Malano said the country
may also experience intense
rains as heavy as that brought
by Tropical Storm Ondoy gn-
ternational name Ketsana) in
September 2009.

Ondoy, which occurred
during an El Nifo year,
dumped heavy rains for a
day, which inundated Metro
Manila and nearby provinces.

“The occurrence of intense
rain is the new normal now
because of global warm-
ing,” Malano warned.

NWRB executive director
Sevillo David assured the
public that several measures
will be undertaken to manage

‘the remaining water, includ-
"ing the operationalization of

the Angat Dam Low Level

Outlet (LLO), the bottom
channel capable of releasing
water below 160 meters. ‘

“We have started to sub-.
ject to tests and rehabilitate,
this LLO since M {

he added. il

This LLO was last)
July 2010 when an
condition was experien
the country, where the
est water level recorde

a
i R

will also be condu as
well as reactivating th et-
ropolitan Waterw(ii" ks and,
Sewerage System :( : WFS)-

deep wells, David sg
David also said d :
tion of the 46 cubic meter per
second allocation tol MWSS
may be made once the water
level dips below 160 meters.
East zone concessionaire
Manila Water Co. Inc. warned
its consumers of interrup-

tions in the next days.

“As Angat level goes down,
release to the concessionaires
is reduced and there will be
impact on service rotation,
butlit does not mean that there
ill be no water totally,” Ma-

| nild Water president and CEO

and dela Cruz said at a

in Et‘l 4- on Monday.

Manila Water assured its
sumers that interruptions
| be managed efficiently
jwill not be at peak hours.

armers’ lament

| Based on the latest report
ot he National Disaster Risk
-| ction and Management
Cowncil, drought and dry
spell damage to agriculture
has|reached P7.96 billion af-
fecting 247,610 farmers.

. Asthis developed, peasant
groups urged government
agencies and local govern-
me:i\t units to respond to the
demands of farmers affected
by El Nifio’s damage in agri-

ciltural production.

The groups including peas-
ant women from Occidental
indoro, Bicol and Eastern
sayas lamented the lack of
gpvernment support.

“With very limited irriga-
tion facilities, farmers are
left with nothing but barren
ds,” said Zenaida Soriano,
mihan chair.

Samahang Magsasaka ng
urang Mindoro and Sama-

sa Mindoro noted the provin-
al government's declaration
of state of calamity last April,
vith dam'age in agriculture
ching P275 million.
 According to Samahan
udti nga Parag-uma ha
nirangan Bisayas, farmers
have not yet recovered from
the devastation of Super
Typhoon Yolanda as they suf-
fdred crop infestation. — With
odina Villanueva, Ramon
Efren Lazaro, Louise Maureen
Simeon
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Water supply crunch looms

as §Angat level ¢

BY JED MACAPAGAL

THE National Water Resources
Board (NWRB) warned of a pos- -
sible Metro Manila-wide rotational
water interruptions as water level
' in the Angat dam nears the critical
level of 160 meters.

Sevillo David Jr., NWRB ex-
| ecutive director, said as of 6 a.m.
| yesterday, water level in the dam

has declined to 162.39 meters,
17.61 meters below the normal
_minimum operating water level of
180 meters.

David said although the Phil-
ippine Atmospheric, Geophysi-
cal and Astronomical Services
Administration (PAGASA) has
officially declared the start of the

rainy season last week, the rainfall A

in Angat reservoir area is deemed

insignificant,

David said PAGASA forecasts
heavy rainfall is highly unlikely this
week due to 2 monsoon break in
the country.

David said based on estimates,
water elevation in the Angat dam
may hit below 160 meters by the
third week of June if the prevail-
ing weather condition persists and
considering the current rate of

decline.

“Possible reduction of the
approved 46 c¢ms (cubic meters
per second) allocation to MWSS
(Metropolitan Waterworks and
Sewerage System) is foreseen once
the water level dips below 160
meters. This will affect the regular
delivery of watet service provided
by Metro Manila concessionaires,
Maynilad and Manila Water. Pres-

sure reduction, water rotation and
interruption are expected,” David
told reporters in a briefing in Que-
zon City yesterday.

But David assured measures
will be implemented to manage the
remaining water, including the op-
erationalization of the Angat dam
low level outlet which is capable of
releasing water below 160 metets,
cloud seeding operations and the

re-activation of some deep wells,
“It is expected that the water
level in Angat dam will increase in
the coming months with the onset
of the rainy season. Stable water
supply will return to its normal

| state but the public is still encour-

aged to continue conserving water
to help in the Angat reservoir’s

%e WATER > Page A7

WATER

water level recover,” David said.

Ferdinand dela Cruz, Manila
Water president and chief executive
officer, said as of June 16, water
availability in the east zone conces-
sion of at least 8 hours at 7 psi
(pounds per square inch) at ground
floor level is at 99.7 percent while
24/7 availability at ground floot level
is a little over 90 percent.

Dela Cruz said when the 160-meter
level of Angatis breached, availability
of water level for at least 8 hours at
ground floor level will remain at 99

percent but
availability of
Sorawe n
of our usag
to panic bu
Conserve wi
for Angat d3
and provide
cessionaires
powert woul

Irops

other times of the 24/7
water will be affected.
ted to be conscious
e. There is no reason
t there is a reason to
ater... The ideal level
im to operate normally
enough water for con-
irrigation and hydro
d be at 180 meters but

at yearend, we hope that it will be
at 212 to 215 meters in order to be

safe for the

summer $eason next
Cruz added.

yeat,” Dela

-
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El Nifio, Davi .H said, will continue to affect
the weather systems. Moreover,theNWRBciteda
weatherbureauforecastthatheavy rainfallishighly
unlikely this week due to a monsoon break in the
country:

“It is estimlated that water elevation in
the reservoir will breach the low-level mark
of 160 meters By the third week of June 2019
if the prevail :ng conditions in Angat Dam
persist and ng sufficient rainfall is received
{atAngat] wat rshed, considering the current
rate of declin

in water elevation,”the NWRB
said.Thelevelfs considered critical for domestic
water supply. i

According to Sevillo, in this scenario,
several measures will be undertaken to
& manage the Femaining water, including the

To ensure that ' ply! ] operationali Itiu:moftheﬁmgatDamLowLew:I
from Angat Damwilllastun Outlet (LL0),{the bottom channel capable of

0 , the NWRE releasing water below 160 meters..

operating \ !
Althouh

stronomi-
(Pagasa)
B |2 Sads

' Ilgly sason‘has
] ptboosted
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‘. | warning
its q;étﬁm?rs qf more service in-
Thi ]ﬂamma} Water Resources
Bo ) said agof 6 a.m. on
Moni y, the water leyel at Angat
ed to 16239 meters,

17. 6:“%H ers be ow the minimum
ope g]evel of 180 meters. |
1 press briefing in Quezon
WRB E Iecutl e Director
D. David, Jr. ] id if there
, the water

5 until next

last drapped below the critical
level §160 m ters
2010 y ‘hen it registe 1— a low uf
157.57 metérs, is the Bl Nifio phe-
nomenon affected the

K;!Irmgan natin n

Mr. David said. |
(0 Bresﬁ erLt :
We Dfﬁ er Ferdi

a§ the Angat
g and water
relea 5 tO COECSSSI naires are

“H rewﬂlbemtaonalmter—
io hut ltldoes 't mean na
2 1§/ no water)._

- l

metei's through a combination of
low lex lo tleqandb /pass, which
ays’ of driawing water

EH'EO

, the low-
est op ratmg point jwe’ve done
is 15 Fl e’ve never crossed
lower. This is tew rritory for
us. What we’re saying is we’re
happy that thére is contingency

UE t’s still 10 meters,” Mr.
Dela Cruz smd i

Watey interruptions|
ga level further dips

/1]

BusinessWorld '

‘e

PAGE 1
STORY

BANNER
STORY

18 JUN 7019

EDITORIAL CARTOON

DATE

seen

We will try to rnaln; sure that the
reservoirs are still|filled up,” Mr.
Dela Cruz said inf a briefing in
Mandaluyong on onday

For the east zope, MWC said
water availability for at least eight
hours at the groynd floor is at
99.7%. Meanwhilg, its 24-hour
availability at leasf at the ground
floor is at “a little over 90%” of its
water service conpections as of
Sunday. ‘

Mr. Delaa Cruf said Angat
Dam’s water leve should be at
212-215 meters fo' it to comfort-

ably service its cusfomers
The company has benefited
from its supply augmentation ef-

menting the supply that we could
control...so we're a

MLD by August.

Mr. Dela Cruz sai
the Philippine Atmpspheric, Geo-
physical and Astrgnomical Ser-
vices Administratipn already de-
clared the official start of the rainy
season last week, water level at
Angat Dam contindes to go down
since rains are not trong enough
to bring it back to its normal level.

Mr. Dela Cruz however said
that Angat Hydropgwer Corp. has
assured them that gven if the crit-
ical level is hit, they can continue
operating until thd dam hits 150

| Water, S1/2

from the low level putlet is “man-

ageable.”

MWC said it wjll continue to
monitor the volume and water
quality when the dam reaches its
critical level. — Asra B. Francia

na

and Katrina T.
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Brace for supply
disruptions, |
Manila Water,
Maynilad warn

METRO Manila residents need to brace for
water supply disruptions as Angat Dam nears
a critical mark, utilities Manila Water!:Co.
Inc, and Maynilad Water Services Inc. said
on Monday. |
“There will be service mterrul:ﬁons, but it
does not mean naman na walang tub:g(t;here
will be no water),” Manila Water President
and Chief Executive Officer Ferdinand de la
Cruz told reporters. |

|nf’<T ummu murnum CAIT

ureren

Manila Water gtill has to fully
recover from a supply shortage
that hit the metrgpolis in March
and de la Cruz reported that 99.7
percent of its customers currently
enjoyed access to water for at
least 8 hours.

Round the clack water avail-
ability at the grgund floor level
had also reached|a little over 90
percent, he added,

eries to customers,

“Pag umabot pa kasi ng 160
meters yung Angat Dam, kailan-
gan na nating mag-implement
ng rotational sefvice interrup-

_tions... (Once Angat Dam hits the

160-meter mark, we will need to
implement rotational service inter-
ruptions),” Mayiilad corporate

communications head Jennifer
Rufo said in an interview.

She added that 4 schedule of ser-
vice interruptions ould be issued
in advance to allaw customers to

STORY VIO

I"ALZE ifwi‘l'l?

18 JUN 7019

TOATE

store water.

Maynilad has been lowering
pressure within its concession area
since the National Water Resources
Board reduced its water allocation
to 46 cubic meters per second
beginning this month.

Rufo said the firm started imple-
menting pressure management
last week.

Angat is the primary source
of water for Metro Manila and
neighboring provinces. Water
from the dam is shared by Mayni-
lad (60 percent) and Manila
Water (40 percent).

National Water Resources Board
Executive Director Sevillo David Jr.
said on Monday they expect the
160-meter mark to be breached
by the end of the week.

As of Monday moming, the water
level at the reservoir had fallen to
162.39 meters, well below the mini-
mum operating mark of 180 meters.

David said the dam's low level
outlet, capable of releasing wa-
ter below the 160-meter point,
was being tested and could be
reopened. It was last used in
July 2010 when Angat’s level hit
157.56 meters.

Water quality from the low level
outlet is “man-
ageable” based
on initial tests,
he added.

Heavy rains
are expected to
replenish Angat
beginning next
month.

JORDEENE

B. LAGARE

B National
Water Resources
Board Executive
Director Sevillo
David Jr. holds
a poster urging
the public

to conserve
water. PHOTO
BY ROGER
RANADA
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.ﬂlum nating lubhang mahalaga ) |
ng Pilipinas ang Ef Nirio kung saan i
naghahatid ng matagalang tagtuyot:
ito upang makaranas tayo ng ka u :
agrikultura. at sa mga pangangailanga

NARIRITO ANG ILAYG 64
T

EXECUTIVE Director Sevillo David Jr. of h Hatlon#l Wate «‘Resoimes Board (NWRB) briefs media on Monday on the current Angat Dam Wli!l; level and its
b ‘ : LEh ; :

11
impact on Metro Manila’s water supply. ,ono’lr LACA |

» e
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Ilered critical for dOI’TIEStIC water

~Angat water
level nears |
critical Ievel?

Reduced water pressure, rota-
tional service, or water interrup
tions may be implemented onc
the water level at Angat Dam i
Bulacan dips further to the 160
meter critical mark in a few days,
the National Water Resources
Board warned yesterday

As of yesterday | |morn|ng, :
water level of Angat declined to
162.39 meters from last Sunday' ;
162.82 meters. This is 17.61 met
ters below the dam’s minimum
operating water Ievel of 180 m
ters. .

According to NWRB Execul

| although the Phi pplne Atm [

spheric, Geophysical, and Astrot
nomical Services Admlnistratlu
has announced the official onse
of rainy season in the count
there is an “insignificant” rainfal|
over the Angat watershed for the
past weeks.
PAGASA said that&heavy rainfal
is “highly unlikely” this' week dug
to a monsoon breaH he cited.
It is estimated that water eled
vation in the reservé:r will breach
the low-level mark of 160 mete
by this weekend if the prevailin
conditions in Angat Dam persi
and no sufficient rainfall is red
ceived in the Angat watershed
The 160-meter level is consid-

E}M

supply. . i

In this scenario, Davud said sev-
eral measures will be undertaken
to manage the remaining water;
including the operationalization
of the Angat Dam low level out-
let, the bottom channel capable
of releasing water below 160 me-
ters. (Ellalyn V. Ruiz) |
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Inthrru tions
loon s Angat

ter levels sinking below
p critical mark.

Meanwhile, the Nation-
Water Resources Board
e I
y reach critical level by
e end of this week, ac-
dmg to a Philippine

ws Agency (PNA) report.

interrap i}f =

Dam dips near cntlcal
levels.

level in the ‘D d Jr., in a press brief-
162.78 me ysstelday, said Angat
meters shy of 's water level continues

ecline, down to 162.39
ers as of yesterday, de-

‘to make te the rains in Metro Ma-
further o just- p these past days
ments aff 0; p “Although PAGASA an-
pI)_r fgr our d that the rainy sea-
said in a T has officially begun,

In 1 nificant rainfall show-

Metro in the Angat reservoir

Manila and | experi- a for the past weeks,”
enced week ong water David.

shortages.
aire had a

concession-
uted the lack

|Meantime, PAGASA
that it is “highly un-

hat Angat Dam’s water -

likely” that heavy rainfall
will oceur|this week, David

s at 180 meters,

evation ¢
David said this is consid-
ered “critical” for domestic
water supply which will
affect resjdents in Metro
Manila, Bulacan, Rizal,
and parts|of Cavite.
“Possible reduction of
the approved 46 cubic
meters pe) second (CMS)

delivery of water service
pmwded q Metro Manila
concessiongires - Maynilad
and Manila Water Pres-

verse impacts
; the situation.

am low level outlet
(LLO), the bottom channel
capable of|releasing water
below . lﬁunneters

i
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‘Angat dam pa-krit

MAAARING bumaba sa grmcal level
ang tubig sa Angat Dam?bago mata-

bang lebel ng tubig na
Sa Angat dam kinukuha ang
malaking bahagi ng isinusuplay na

pos ang linggo.
Kahapon ng

umaga,rayon sa

Noopg 2010

tubig sa dam ay 162.39
162.82 metro na naxtal? Linggo ng

sources Board (NWRB)
Ang critical level ng dam ay 160
metro at ang normal high water level
nito ay210 metro,
P!

umaga, ang lebel ng
tro mula sa

National Water Re-

ang inakamaba- Leifbilly Begas

Nitong Biyernesy manunsyo ng
Philippine Atmosphet
and Astronomical Services Adminis-
tration ang pagsisimula ng tag-ulan
subalit hindi pa umano kalakasan

* ang Hanging Habagat kaya hindi pa
bubuhos nang husfo ang ulan. —»J

ic, Geophysical
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NABAHALA na ang Na-
tional Water Resources
Board (NWRB) sa patuloy v
na pagbaba ng lebel ng An-
gat Dam bunsed pa rin ng
kakapusan ng tubig ulan
dagdag pa ang epekto ng El
Nifio.

Sa isang press conference,
sinabi ni NWRB Executive
Director Sevillo David, Jr. na
bumaba na sa 162.39 meter
ang lebel ng Angat dam kung
kaya't nakatakdang magpu-
long ang NWRB ngayong
araw ng Martes sa iba't ibang
ahensiya ng gobyerno kung
paano matutugunan at i-man-
age ang natitira pang tubig sa
naturang dam. |

Layon ng gaganaping
pulong na i-evaluate ang sit-
wasyon ng kritikal na lebel
ng dam at malaman kung ano
ang magiging lagay ng pana-
hon sa mga susunod na mga
linggo upang makagawa ng
karampatang = aksiyon ang

. ahensiya kung ipagpapatuloy

ang mahinang pressure ng
tu;iﬁaig sa Metro Manila o mag-
sasagawa ng water interrup-
‘tigns.

Napag-alamang  idaraos
aia;g pagpupulong  kasama
ang NWRB gayundin ang
pamunuan ng National Irri-
ation Administration (NTA);
?ati(mal Power Corpora-
tion (Napocor); mga conces-
s%onaires gaya ng Maynilad
it Manila Water partikular
ang Philippine Atmospheric
Geophysical and Astronomi-
cal Services Administration
(Pagasa) na ayon kay David
ay napakahalaga ng papel
bunsod ng nakadepende ang
mga ahensiya sa magiging
pagtaya sa panahon.
| Kasunod nito, umapela
naman si Sevillo sa local
‘government units  (LGUs)
na  makipagtulungan  sa
gipamamagitan ng paghikayat
!‘sa kanilang nasasakupan na

« vati

mag-ipon ng tubig-ulan.
Pinansin din ng opisyal
ang mga car wash na dapat
an ang paggamit ng
water at sa halip ay
gumdmit ng recycled water
bilang tulong sa water conser-
efforts ng ahensiya du-
lot ng lumulubhang problema
sa kakapusan ng supply ng
tubig sa Metro Manila.
abatid na 96 porsiyento

na ang nagdaang mga pag-u-
lan ha naranasan sa Kalakhang

burlsod ng hindi ito napunan
ang kakapusan o bumababang
lebél ng tubig sa Angat dam
dahilan sa hindi ito direktang
tumatama rito. BENEDICT
ABAYGAR, JR.
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TUBIG SA ANGAT. PABABA NANG PABABA

Water shortage sa Metro Manila, nakaamha

. E Ni ELLALYN DE VERA-RUIZ
Mababang water !essure,' ni David na ilang hakbangin ang
rotational service, o pagkaantala  Kailangang ipatupad para sa natitirang
sa supply ng tubig _anﬁraaar'mg tubig kabilang ang operationalization
maranasan kapag patuley pang = ng Angat Dam low level outlet.
bumaba ang tubig sa Angat Dam - Ipinaliwanag din ni{a na
sa 160-meter critical mark samga - sin@isuri na nila ang low level outlet,
susunod na araw, babala k:ahapon-‘ na uling ginamit noon Hulyo 2010
ng National Water Resources Board 1 umabot sa 157.57 metro ang
(NWRB). ! tubig sa dam, ang pinakamababa sa
Kahapon ng umaga, bumaba angl kaspysayan. |
water level ng Angat Dam sa 162.39 atuloy rin ang pagsasagawang
metro mula sa dating 162.82 metro.  cloud-seeding at re-activation ng mga
nitong Linggo. Mas mababa ito ng balbn ng Metropolitan Waterworks
17.61 metro sa minimum operating '
water level ng dam na 180 metro.
Ayon kay NWRB Executive
Director Sevillo David Jr
opisyal nang inihayag ng;
Atmospheric, :
and  Astronomical
Administration (PAGASA) ang
pagpasok ng tag-ulan sa bansa,
mayroon pa ring “insignificant”|
rainfall sa Angat watershed sa
nakalipas na mga linggo. ,
Aniya, hindi rin maaasahan ang
malakas na buhos néulam nf:gongi ‘
linggo, ayon sa PAGASA, dahil sa
monsconbreak. || -
Pinanganganibahang bababaan
antas ng tubig sa dam sa low-level
mark na 160 metro ngayong linggo
kung magpapatuloy angsitwasyon
sa Angat Dam at walang sapat na -
tubig-ulan itong matatan‘fgap. ;

Ang 160-meter level ay
maikokonsiderang kritikal para sa
domestic water sup;

pﬂﬂ -
Sa ganitong kondisyon, sinabi

and Sewerage System's (MWSS) upang
magapay sa sitwasyon.

inag-aaralan narinng NWRBang
pagbaba ng alokasyon sa MWSS.
| Habang nakatakda na ring
nagpulong ang NWRB, MWSS,
Maynilad, at Manila Water officials
\gayong araw para mapag-aralan
ang mga maaaring gawing solusyon
sa alokasyon ng tubig sa kabahayan.

Inaasahan namang tataas na ang
tubig sa Angat Dam sa mga susuno
na buwan sa pagpasok ng tag-ulan.

-
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This column repeats its warning

ordered then-Defense Secretary

Cecilio T. Arillo

\;9

~ DATABASE

unless the government stops logging in the Angat Dam

l ET this column repeat the warning it issued on May 16 that

watershed, orders its immediate reforestation and cleans the

heavily silted dam, Metro Manila residents will surely suffer again

a severe water shortage and a possible deadly flooding in the

coming rainy days.

If this warning continues to be
ignored andadisasterhappens, then
letit be on the conscience of the con-
cerned authorities, which, for sure,
will hound them forever.

OnJune 14, the Philippine Atmo-
spheric, Geophysicaland Astronomi-
calServices Administration (Pagasa)
said the water level at Angat Dam
reached its lowest level in five years
and mayevenfurtherdeclineinnine
to 10 days.

Thedam'soriginal 217-meterwa-
ter level is now only 85 meters, thus
depriving Metro Manila the equiva-
lent of 132 meters deep of reserved
water as a result of siltation and
unabated logging.

The Dam’saqueductwassupposed
to allow unhampered water flow of
22 CMS (cubic meters per second) to
La Mesa Dam and, thus, supply the
water requirements of Metro Ma-
nila and the adjacent provinces of
Bulacan, Pampangaand NuevaEcija.

The dam’s original 62,000 hect-
ares reservation includes parts of
Bulacan, Pampanga, Nueva Ecija
and the Sierra Madre Mountain. If
reports are accurate, what remains
ofthedam’sreservationis onlyabout

25,000 hectares.

\

THE National Association of Law-
yers fi_)r Justice and Peace (NALJP)
and The Confederation of Gov-
ernment Employees Organization
{Cogeo), headed by Atty. Jesus L.
Santos, wrote to Environment Sec-
retary Roy Cimatu, of the Depart-
mentof the Environmentand Natu-
ral Resources (DENR), bringing to
his ati ention the problem of water
shortage, the unabated logging of

tthe Angat Dam watershed and the

continued siltation of the water

reservoir.

In his letter to Cimatu, Santos

. citedin detail the destructivelogging
inthe Angat watershed, thesiltation

of the dam’s water reservoir, and the
death and destruction due to flood-
ing, which was proven in a Senate
investigation on the complaint of
the NALJP.

Angat Dam Watershed was then

.
a Virgin Forest.
Sometimes after the declara-

! tion of martial law, a close kin of

fornier President Marcos sent two
engineering battalions to Angat
to cut high-class trees, includ-
ing Lawaan, Kamagong and other
expensive varieties.

In reaction, President Marcos

Juan Ponce Enrile to immediately
stop the cutting of trees in the
watershed and the cancellation of
the permit granted to his kin, thus
stopping the degradation of the
watershed.

Unfortunately, the next admin-
istration of President Corazon Co-
juangco Aquino promulgated on
July 16, 1987, Executive Order 224,
empowering the National Power
Corp. (NPC) to cut treesin the Angat
reservation.

It was then that the sad story of
the Angat Dam watershed began to
unravel in 1989 when the NPC bra-
zenly issued permits to cut trees in
the Angat Dam reservation that saw
the destruction of the watershed.

Because of the massive denuda-
tion, the dam is now terribly silted
due to landslides and rampaging
volumes of floodwater and debris
coming from the mountain.

Sometime in 1978, floodwaters
cascaded down from the watershed,
flooding large parts of Bulacan,
Pampanga and Nueva Ecija, killing
more than 300 people and destroy-
ing houses, poultries, piggeries and
other valuables.

OnFebruary22,2018,theNALJP

and the Cogeo wrote to call a meet-
ing regarding the continuous illegal
logging in the watershed. The DENR
granted this meeting and the gov-
ernor of Bulacan and the PNP area
commander attended.

After this meeting, the DENR
informed the group that there was
a permit granted by the govern-
ment to cut 26,000 trees but the
DENR reduced it to 3,000 trees,
based on apressrelease dated June
19, 2017.

The NALJP and Cogeo asked the
DENR local director as to what ac-
tions were taken on the following:
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| ed to Angat Hydropower
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_vember 1961 and complete
July 1967, was supposed to

P2

“Thetree cutting projects g

dated April 27, 2017.” |
“What happened to the 3,000 cut
trees delivered to fhe compourd of
the controversial Han]m Corp.?
According to Director Frani
Milla of DENR Region 3, the 3,000
treescouldonlybetaken out fromthe
Hanjin compound with his con%ent.
Santos and the rest of his group
never gota coherent answer. |
What really surprised Santogand
local officials is that instead of the
national govemment stopping

log the area. i
The Angat wate rshed ismai f

ity of Norzagaray, the Angat
shed has an original total lan
of 65,707 hectares. !

The water from the Angat I

season and 27,000 hectares du
the dry season when the sluice pates
were opened. ‘

To reach the writer, e-mail cecilio.arill
gmail.com. .
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Wattah!

Wattah!

Nope, but SJ’s basaan will be scaled doWn

By Neil Alcober

This year’s celebration in San
Juan City of its Wattah! Wattah!
Festival will center on water
conservation aimed at raising
environmental awareness.

This was disclosed by the
city government, led by outgoing
Mayor Guia Gomez, during a press
briefing on Monday in preparation
for the festivities.

It has been a tradition for the
people of San Juan to celebrate
the birthday of the city’s patron
saint, St. John the Baptist,
through the “basaan” or dousing
of water, which simulates the act
of baptism.

Earlier in March, a water crisis
hit many parts of Metro Manila.

In response, the Wattah!
Wattah! Foundation plans to
highlight the religious aspects
of the festival while encouraging
celebrators to conserve water.

Through water conservation
activities, the festival will
demonstrate the faith of San
Juanenos to their patron and their
responsible use of limited natural
resources.

Responsible fun

“While the city has already been
advocating water conservation
campaigns, we think it is about
time that the festival will highlight
the environmental aspect,” said
Dante Santiago, head of San
Juan's City Environment and
Natural Resources Office.

“We can all have fun and be
responsible to Mother Nature at
the same time,” he added.

This year’'s Wattah!
Wattah! Festival started with
the observation of the World
Environment Day on Wednesday, 7
June, The festival’s grand weekend
will kick off on Friday, 21 June,

a.mﬂ will culmmate in the grand
celebration on Monday.

IWattah' ‘Wattah1 will hold
Watarways and nver cleanup
ﬂr&grams ater| caravan and
trele planting activity. Organizers
also launch an online water
cor ervntion campaign.

Festival binds
ity of San Juan.

ch nge. _
faiﬁh:and lifd by showing our
faith by how well w '
care our blessings,’
added.

m{n addition to fthe

a #des,

nder the

activities wa fall
f the festival

r main pillars
— Conservation,
Faith, and Solid San Juan — will
be #‘eatu red throughout the nearly

'Iﬁom;h—lc ng celebration.
.

FeJti  to focus

Mer nservnl;m,[ and
environmental awarenees.

said that 16
deployed in
e traditional

ayor Gomez
fi;rqtrucks ill be
all ﬁ)arahgayt for
dbdsing of waters,
In the past ears, many
ﬁr tucks have pari 1c1pated but
this time we limit it to 16 and the
res w1ll| have a ca avan that will
e potable water from Manila
" Gomez sai
e mayor also wished that the
next administration will continue
tl}e Wattah! Wattah! Festival.
‘Hopefully, the; 1w11] continue

Wa

it. Maybe they have better ideas
than we have because the next
mayor (Francis amura) is young,
50 he has to add his own ideas and
level up the festivities,” Gomez
said.

- Instit
In 2014, the

ionalized
City Council

just an instituti
just like any ot

malized festivity
BT festival in the

She said t
and now Mayor

en vice mayor
\Francxs Zamora

ity government has
ready properly
informed
business

‘V

o Wattah?

establishments in the city about
water conservation tips.

“I just hope that other local
government units can replicate
what we are doing, because that’s
the only way that we can inform
our business people to properly
care for the environment,”
Santiago said.

e
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o W e CELEBRATION TO HIGHLIGHT NEED FOR €O

NSERVATION

* WATER CRISIS LEADS SAN JUAN TO TWEAK WATTAH WATTAH FESTIVAL

By Matthew Reysio-Cruz
@MatthewINQ

The San Juan City government
said on Monday that it would
forge ahead with the celebration
of its annual Wattah Wattah
Festival despite a water shortage
problem in parts of Metro Mani-
la that could worsen as dam lev-
els continue to drop.

Mayor Guia Gomez said in a
press briefing that rather than
forgo the celebration altogether,
they decided to refashion the
festival, which began as a com-
memoration of the feast day of
the city's patron saint, St. John
the Baptist.

While previous Wattah Wat-
tah festivities culminated in a
parade of about 50 fire trucks,
each one dousing residents and
tourists with free-flowing water,
the government now plans to
deploy throughout the week up
to three fire trucks daily to areas
in the city beset by water inter-
ruptions.

Only 16 fire trucks, blessed
by the parish priest and repre-
senting the festival’s 16-year his-

L4
tory, would be used during the
grand celebration or
basaan—said to imitate the act
of baptism—on June 24.

There  are still  nine
barangays in San Juan that expe-
rience water interruptions be-
tween 5 p.m. and § a.m. because

NEW THEME San Juan’s Wattah Wattah Festiyal celebration
this yearwill not center on the “basaan” but the importance of
conserving limited water resources.

—GRIG C. MONTEGRANDE

of their high elevation, accord-
ing to city councilor Vincent
Pacheco, Wattah Wattah com-
mittee chair.

Fire trucks from the city gov-
ernment and Manila Water Co.
Inc, the corcessionaire in
charge of the dity, will deliver

water to residents in the affect-
ed areas between 3 and 5 p.m.
until June 24.

In March, parts of Metro
Manila experienced a water cri-
sis after La Mesa Dam'’s water
level dropped to its lowest, with
Manila Water saying it could not
keep up with consumer demand.

Rather than ignore the prob-
lem, San Juan officials appeared
ready to embrace the shortage as
an opportunity to deepen the
meaning of the festival and turn
it into an opportunity to high-
light the need to conserve water.

“While the city has already
been advocating water conser-
vation campaigns, we think it is
about time that the festival it-
self will highlight the environ-
mental aspect,” said City Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources
Office head Dante Santiago.

He added that volunteers
who used to assist in the “wa-
tercade,” the city-wide parade
with floats, street dancing and
the basaan, would be sent in-
stead to the affected barangays.
—WITH A REPORT FROM MAXINE
STA.CRUZ INQ
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San Juan to Ii
festival water

By ARLENE
RIVERA

THE San Juan City gov-
ernment will -:- ly use 16

by cities and provinees.
year, We- ﬂnly limited
number to 16 only

crisis hit many p:

Metro Manila. Aroynd

52,000 household

countless residents li
up for water rations.
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uncil grills PCSD

The PPCWD should hav
source of water to Iraw:

| clearly how viable the quntible river is as an alternative
| |

By Andrio Atienza
PUERTO PRINCESA, Palawan — The
City Cmmcx] of this city on #y gi'illed

to alleged “intentional” d‘ef
approval of clearance for an
source of water supply for
Princesa City Water Dlstncq |
Councilor Roy Ventura said t eywa.nted
to know the status of the applied Strategic

Environmental Plan (SEP) clearance of the
City Water District in Montible connectio;
to abate the water shortage, He said th
application was made in 2016 but no actlori

taken from the office of PCSD.

, denied the alleganons that his officq
holdmg the application. He said thd

D should have e:q)laiﬂed clearly hy

P Clearance of the Montible-Lapulapu
Water Supply Improvement Project. [
“After diligent evaluation of your proj

ical integrity and therefore the feasibility

cannot be ascertained given the merits of your

submitted documents. The area is low lying

that, depending on the gravitational pressure
alone will not suffice for efficient water

inflow towards the city proper where bulk of

consumers and establishments are located,”

Devanadera said.

He stressed that the diagram and plan
missed out on the main component which
is water balance capacity to guarantee the
longterm sustainability of the project.

Romasanta did not attend the session in
the City Council.

The PPCWD submitted the Initial
Environmental Examination to the PCSD
which Devanadera countered.
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Cleanliness is next |
to godline‘ S i |

esterday morning, as| |
YI drove to my office, I | |
couldn’t help but ngtice
the numerous uncollected gar-
bage bags alongside the streets
of Cebu City. It just makes me
wonder if this is also happen-
ing in many places in Metro
Cebu. Then a few minutes later, ™ il
I read a news report that Pres. Rodrigo Duterte
has one advice for new mayors who will be as-
suming their posts on June 30: Clean their cities
or he will force the government's present mind-
set on them. This was during 'Ajnterview yith
the President last Saturday in Davao City.
all know that the President wa Fuayor of Dayao
City before he became president. DU30 pointed
out that being mayor is just about making sure
that the city is clean. ' I

L -
If there is anything I saw in t

’éScanglina ian
cities that I visited last month, it is that their
streets are very clean and spotless. Even in St.
Petersburg, Russia where we went it was spank-
ing clean, which gives you an idea what Filipino
tourists feel when they return home... to se
themselves how dirty our street ﬁr . Indeed
spite our Christian heritage where we are taug
that cleanliness is next to godliness, Filipinos
don’t mind their dirty surroundings. Sure we
may clean ourselves by taking?rd bath even twice
a day (that’s if water is available), but within our
homes we are still a very dirty people. ,‘

As President Duterte said, |'lIt's just al;,out
cleaning the city, imposing lawi d order, and es-
pecially drugs, and try to limit the movements of
criminals from other places.” He added, “These
are the things we would like to (f:io which inl the
past had been there in the government agenda.
It's either they accept the present mindset of
the government, or if not, we will force it upon
them. There’s no other choice.” According to
Pres. Duterte, the Philippines is btill:a d mocfatic
country, but noted that democracy has good and
bad effects on society. | ”

But now, Pres. Duterte has three more years
to go. Sure, he may have said that he regretted
his decision to run for President but then this is
the problem with Pres. Duterte who always talks
when his mind ig open and you get it regardless of
its consequences. In effect, Pres. Duterte is a very
honest person to|a fault that he tells us what lurks
in his mind. For|instance in the social media too
many Netizens guestion the President’s silence
on that raging issue of a Chinese fishing vessel
supposedly ramming a Filipino fishing boat in the
Recto Bank. People are saying that Pres. Duterte
is scared of telling the Chinese President about
this incident.

To add to the noise in the social media, Sen.
Franklin Drilon{demanded that China issue an
apology to the Philippines on this maritime inci-
dent. An apology? How conveniently Sen. Drilon
forgot that when he was Senate President, on
Aug. 23, 2010, during the presidency of Benigno
Aquino III ,a hogtage taking incident occurred in
Quirino Grandstand in Rizal Park where a multi-
awarded police‘officer Rolando Mendoza took
hostage Hong Klong tourists on board a bus and
at the end of thi ghastly incident, eight tourists
were killed. ‘

Worse, Pres./Aquino was seen and photo-
graphed in the [front pages of our newspapers
smiling while he inspected the ill-fated tourist
bus. Now, did the President of the Philippines

~ issue an apology to China for that mishap? 1

don’t think so! As columnist, I reminded P-Noy
that as President he is on top of the Philippine
National Police|(PNP) and it was a police offi-
cer that did the{hostage-taking. It was the poor
implementationfof an attempt to rescue the Hong
Kong hostages that resulted in the deaths of the
hostages. Yet Pres. Aquino did not apologize for
that incident. S why should Sen. Drilon demand
it from China? |
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Saving the
environment and BBB |
We give way to more readers who conﬁ:ibutéd their On BBB

views on issues that were raised in past columns, Please
hear them out. i \ ;

The first two are comments on tRe lan to rehabilitate
Manila Bay. Here's what Eduardo Agbanlog says: “Your
article in _.. PhilStar is t_(glulter compelling and right on
point. I see an uphill battle in undertaking the cleanup
of this iconic place mainly because of the culture of our
people and the lack of enforcement of our environmental
protection laws. | _

; “We probably have one of the

best laws written in the world
BlZLINKS but sadly, implementation and
: enforcement of these laws are just

: a few of i_;hetglaring!exarq les of

r why Manila Bay is where it’s at in
its very sad stafe today.

"By the way, do you have any
information about the reclama-
tion rojec&s‘alon% e Manila Bay
oastline that stretches the [cities of
thalmla, I’_asayéland Parafiaq e?dVi.’ill
e ongoing cleanup poseja dela

BEY GAMBOA _in rqll%n% o t thesg grojegts? I’ﬁ
ma Continue to

- llow your posts, and
more power to you:” |
This one is from Rod Estrella: “Oné of the grezt pollut-
ers in our city or any city for that matter are the market
places, which more often than not are located near rivers
and esferos. ! ‘ '

“It has been this way since the beginning because it
is s0 easy to dump trash in those places. (Market places)
are the great polluters. There should be a law prohibit-
ing markets from being located near (rivers and esteros).

Saving Baguio and Sagada nj‘

Noel C. Mallari gives some suggestions on how to
save Baguio Cit¥ and Sagada fr_m% ther degradation.

“1 have been to Sagada, and it1s really beautiful. I am
from Baguio, and they say Baguio was once like Sagada
until it became a highly urbanized city, and its pristine
beauty is now history. r ll

“It1s not too late to save Baguio if there is a concerted
effort from the local tourist, locals and government agen-
i i 1, clean/and with'less

o ;
“Qur population is growing fast yearly. Mote hotels
and condos are under construction, but our parks, rivers,
and mountains are in the state of fast degradation.
“All our parks should be maintained world class,
super beautiful, clean, and with more flowers at that.
They should impose (a rule) “one house, one tree” with

no éxemptions ~ not necessarily pine trees, any kind of

trees, big or small.

“All sewers leading to our brooks shou]éd be plugged,
and (government should) provide good sewer lines.

“On traffic, (plate endings of vehicles wgth%e\{en num-
bers (should be banned) bétween 6 a.m. to 12 noon, and
odd numbers, between 1 g.m toj¥ pm. ||

“Baguio should invest big on its parks, forests, water-
ways, sewers, and not only road lconstruction. [I believe
Baguio can be saved, and Sagada for that m

2 L

learn from Baguio.

Reader F
on the gove
ear him out.
“It is this[BBB program of Mr. Duterte tha;lgives me
an eerie feel|that it is not for our own national interest,
but 1ust the interest of a very few.

“1 just cannot understand why the President would
not publicizé the finer details of the contract with China,
and why this President would allow Chinese workers to
come in lieufof Filipino labor.

“T am comping to_the conclusion that this BBB is only
for the verg avored few corrupt, and plainly in favor of
China, nof gf the Filipino peopfe. Corruption goes on,
and despitelhis unrelenting war on drugs, not a thing

has changed.
' China’s hold on BBB projects
who wishes to keep his anonymity, speaks
inese’s involvement in the Lower Kaliwa
water projedt, one of the flagship BBB initiatives of the
current administration. |

“The Ecupdor hydro project raises a valid issue. If the
Chinese corjtractor of Lower Kaliwa fails to deliver the
project accopding to specs, and it fails to produce or is
deficient, siice China controls the arbitration, the country
has no valid redress. It has to pay. ]

“With extremely critical projects contracted to China,
where the dountry has essentially no control over the
performancg of the contractor, we have a real problem.

“The othler issue of course is bad faith, if the non-
performancp is deliberate. China is party to this, as the
site is besid¢ an active volcano with periodic quakes.

“Finally, [China’s recourse. We have no choice but to
Fay. 1f we default, there is the patrimonial clause wherein

hey can chdose any asset. Nobody can guarantee that we
can never default.

“I think,|it is important to have a review with pos-
siblzr expert advice to redo the terms to provide proper
protection, fo ensure that if we wish to proceed, we are
assured thaf the projects are built to specs and will per-
form. Finallly, that recourse conditions will conform with
accepted ngrms in Eximbank loans.”

That's it|for now. We return on Thursday with our
commentary on some of the blazing issues of the day.
Facebook and Twitter

We are aftively using two social networking websites
to reach ouf more often and even interact with and en-
gage our rdaders, friends and colleaFues in the various
areas of intérest that I tackle in my co i
on www.facebook.com/ReyGamboaand follow us on www.
twitter.com{ReyGamboa. .

Should ypu wish to share ang insights, write me at Link
Edge, 25th Bloor, 139 Corporate Center, Valero Street, Salcedo
Village, 1227 Makati City. Or e-mail me at reydgamboa@
%.hop.com.. “or a compilation of previous articles, visit wwuw.
izlinksPhilippines.net.

erico I. Loio of Lipa City gives his view
ent’s Build Build Build initiatives. Let’s

A reader,
about the

ter will
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Turning waste
into gold

o

nny F. Dooc

N a recent column, I praised Sen. Cynthia Villar's waste manage-
Iment and livelihood program, which she launched in Las Pifias
City. Now that the elections are over, I can write a follow up sto-
ry without being accused of partisanship. Obviously inspired by her
seminal work on recycling in Las Pifias, the nearby city of Imus has
collected the discarded campaign tarpaulins aftet the elections. All
its 97 barangays were ordered to take down an collect campaign
materials and turn them over to the local ecological center, which
made them into colorful shopping bags sold in trade fairs for P60
each. This is not the first time that Imus has undertaken a program
to reduce plastic waste and make useful products put of them. It has
also launched plastic trash collection called}"Bas@Rafﬂe" where resi-
dents exchange plastic waste forraffle tickets that canwin them valu-
able prizes. Last year, Imus City turned over several tons of plastic
waste to the recycling plant of the Villar-Sipag Foundation, which I
discussed before in this column. The plastic waste was converted into
hundreds of armchairs, which are being used bﬁ?the schoolchildren
in Imus. I'm sure that the children in our public schoals who are now
using the recycled armchairs will be greatly inspired to learn if they
realize that waste matter can be turned into gold.

opted by the Duterte administration. Some experts have

to reap the benefits of having a cozy
relationshipwith thepowerful Asian
giant. The China pivot has also net-
ted us economic gains. Aside from
the expandingrelationsbetween the
Philippines and China, which saw
substantial Chinese investments in
our country, highlynoticeableare the
recent benevolent gestures of both
the US and Japan, which have been
liberal in granting us economic and
militaryassistancelike the financial
package given to PRRD during his
recent visit to Japan. It seems that
such generousactswerepart of their
government’s initiatives to neutral-
ize China'sgrowingglobalinfluence.
It now seems that PRRD’s pivot to
China has proven to be an original
and wise move.
HEa

ONE remarkable project that's
worth mentioning is the recent
partnership between the Depart-
ment of Environment and Natural
Resources and the Metro PacificIn-
vestment Corp. to rehabilitate the
dirtiest “esteros” in Manila. An
MOU was signed by the two en-
tities undertaking “to clean up
the esteros, assess their water
quality and identify sources of

pollution.” The DENR pledged “to
take appropriate actions- against
establishments discharging un-
treated wastewater to prevent
them from further poisoning the
waterways.” The MPIC has agreed
to fund the project and lead the
mobilization of the communities

EDITORIAL  CARTOON

—A8.JUN2p15——

T HE Philippines’s pivot to Chinais a bold foreign policy ad-

doubted its wisdom, and even considered it imprudent to

distance us from our oldest and traditional ally, the US. Since Ad- to participate in the cleanup ac-

miral Dewey's navy subdued Admiral Montojo's naval fleet in Ma-
nila Bay, our foreign policy position has always been aligned with
the Americans. In fact, it has been aptly observed that our foreign
policy is just the tail of the American kite.

Initially, no other country in our
region has followeda similar stance.
Wehavebeenaloneinfavoring China
over the US. The President has been|
mincing no words in expressing his
disgust against the US, Canada and
its Europeanallies. Recently, Malay-
sian Prime Minister Mahathir Mo-
hamad is seen pivoting to China, as
well. Heacknowledged thatcountries
should learn how to deal with China

since it is a strong and very rich na-
tion. He was also quoted as saying:
“IWe have to accept that the US can-
1ot forever be the supreme nation
in the world that can have the best
technology.” With the Road and Belt

Initiative gaining greater momen-
I

tum, Chin’ssphere of influencewill

Il . .
expand ds more countries sign up-

With this development, more and
mare countries will pivot to China

T

tivities. After the rehabilitation of
Boracay and the ongoing massive
cleanup of ManilaBay, the success-
ful implementation of the “estero
cleanup project” will be another
feather in the cap of DENR and its
indefatigable head, Environment
Secretary Roy Cimatu. Matched
by an equally determined partner,
Manuel V. Pangilinan, the project
may finally lead to the rehabili-
tation of the Pasig River and its
tributaries, and restore life and
commerce on the waterways.
28R -

AFTER their debacle in thelast elec-
tions, a highly partisan political ob-
server summed up the chances of
the opposition in the next election.
“With a very popular President, the
oppositionwﬂlnotwinunlessthings
getworse,and things won'tgetworse
unless they get elected.”
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- Basura mu
~ panghuli ni

| LEKSIYON hindi lang sa Canada
unlad na bansa ang pagpapahiya n
na basura rito nu’'ng 2013.

Labag sa international law.

basura. -
Ganunpaman, naglagak ang
dang nabubulok at umaalingasa '.n
containers at itinawid sa Daga
isang kompanyang Pilipino, a

ico. Blna ran ang
nam dg nanuhol sa

cad
2 gaht

pn'ﬁnw
laot, kashin an }

ol
)

gobyemo nila. Naggiyera-
iyera sila. Nalasog ang
ansa. Naging mga pirata

sa ang walang hanapbuhay

gobyerno sa Pilipinas para tanggapin ang kontrabando.
Inabandona ito sa pier sa Manila nang hindi nagbayad ng
buwis at demurahe. Sajmadaling salita, nilapastangan ang
Pilipinas.

Hindi lang P|I|p|nas ang ginawang basurahan ng maya-
yamang bansa. Simulaidekada-1980, nang maghigpit ang
Kanluran sa electronicjwaste, itinambak ito sa mahihirap
na pook sa China. Sa baryo ng Guiyu, halimbawa, sa gilid
ng mayamang siyudad ng Guangzhou (Canton), ay nag-
export sila taun-taon ng milyong napaglumaan at sirang
computers, tablets, celljphones, calculators, transistors, re-
sistors, at chips. Malugod itong tinangggap ng baryo dahil
nire-recover mula sa electronic waste ang mga precious
at rare earth metals. N cle at binebenta ito sa mga
mdustnyang telecoms, sasakyan, at armas sa China. Pero

n it sa baga at ibang lamanloob dahil sa
toxins. asbestos, at lead (tingga).

Isa ring pinagsamantalahan ang mahirap na Somalia sa
eastern Africa. Sa karagatan nito bahagi ng Indian Ocean
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Srsons arrested
ying rare |

ITY Two Chinese nationals 3
re caught in the act of buying agar-
J cally known as "Lanete/Lapnisp

\ Sunday (June 16).

1
nd
F\ljlan Chma Also arrested re

aceAn ALilS ia, 34, Filipino, resident of Da‘cao

ost precious, | are and expenswe essential

by xisten e toay Sometlmes called Aloeswud

k Fore Ban ay Kalikasan, led by Forest Ra
ne V ‘SC conducted the operation at By gy

tht in ssessmn and control of aga
'Ielg g 9.4 kilograms from 1llegally ‘

ng scale and a Ford Ranger truck,
sted persons will face charges of yio-
] ection 68 of Presidential Decree 703 as
2 ended by Executive Order Nos. 277 and 23. '
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10 PUNO BAWAT
"ESTUDYANTE

ISANG malaking pagbabago ang
maidudulot ng panukalang batas
na “Graduation Legacy for the En-
vironment Act,” House Bill 8728,
na mag-oobliga sa mga high
school at college students
makapagtanim ng sampung puno
bago #Ha maka-graduate.
Ku$g sakaling tuluyang
maaprubahan ito sa Senado,
higit 175 milyong mga puno ang
maaaring maitanim kada taon na
makatutulong nang malaki hin-
di lang sa ating bansa kundi
buong mundo.
Ang nasabing panukalang
batas ay malaking tulong upang
malabanan ang lumalalang ¢ j
mate change sa mundo. Kung
maisasakatuparan nang maayos,
maaring magresulta ito sa 525 bi
yong maitatanim na puno sa lo
ng isang henerasyon.
Hindi pa man tuluyang naisasa-
batas ang panukalang ito sana ay
ngayon pa lamang tayo na mismo
ang magsimulang magtanim |ng
mga puno sa ating mga bakuran
na isang malaking hakbang para
sa ating Inang Kalikasan.
Be*ikit hindi taniman ng mga
puno ang mga bakanteng lote at
paiggngin ang kampanya ng gob-
yerno laban sa deforestation
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Flash

- 1 | | L
The eé{ ' o s0u We 8t monsoon
or habag Wlll only q& felt over the

extreme No | Luzon this
Tuesday . ‘ er bureau
still warned af 1b .| ash floods

or lav.nclsslI m th e l of sudden
rains due 'p thunderstorms in the.
afternoom rev*em sughout the

he -» pme uni)shenc, Geo-

Administra n(PA sfm said habagat

wﬂlbrm». udys ies |- scattered
rain sho ﬂu aﬂd hur de storms over
Batanes, Bi uyan { up ofislands, and
Palawan. i cJ :

* Mea «es e, Metro Manila and the

onomital Services

d(_) ds, landslides warning
up d jll to t understorm<.

" rest of the country will have partly

cloudy to cloud

| skies with isolated
rain showers du

to localized thunder-

cially during seyere thunderstorms,
could trigger pogsible flash floods or
landslides over low-lying and mountain-
ous areas in the entire archipelago.

It has not ispued a gale warning
thus fisherfolk and seafarers are safe
tO sail. -

Moderate to fough seas will prevail
over the western part of Luzon, while
slight to moderate seas mllprevaﬂ over
the rest of the cguntry.

So far, PAG A does not see the for-

~ mation orfentry f a tropical cyclone in-

Im the next few days. .

ed thai rains, espe-
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onstorms

By Jhesset O. Enano
@]hesse[EnanoINQ i
b ” “*“‘n'f.
In' a bid to save lives from the
wrath of typhoons, the Philip-
pine Atmospheric, Geophysical
and Astronomical Services Ad-
ministration (Pagasa) launched
its revamped storm surge
warning system, this time un-
derscoring the impact of storm
SUrges on communities.
Instead of simply focusing on
weather-related warnings, the
updated system would highlight
the hazards of storm surges,
which could empower people to
act swiftly in the face of disaster.
Similar to a tsunami, surges
occur when the sea rises due to
the winds and pressure changes
associated with storms.

Lessons from ‘Yolanda’

The improvements to the|

state weather bureau’s system
were largely from lessons
learned from Supertyphoon
“Yolanda" (international name:
Haiyap), where over 6,200 peo-
ple were killed, mosfly due to
storm surges that reached as
high as 5 meters. |

“If they had a better under-
standing then on thelimpact of
storm surges, perhaps the peo-
ple could have then evacuated
to safety,” said Cecilia Mon-
teverde, chief of Pagasa's Hy-
drometeorology, Tropical Mete-
orology and Instruments Devel-
opment and Research Division.

Monteverde said|the bul-
letins issued during Yolanda
focused mainly on' the ty:
phoon, with only a brief men-
tion of storm surges at the end,

This time, the improved

If théy had a better
understanding

/then on the impact

of storm surges,
perhaps the people
could have then
evacuated
to safety

Cecilia Monteverde
Chief, Pagasa Hydrometeorology,
Tropical Meteorology
and Instruments Development

and Research Division

Pagasa forecasting and warn-
ing system would be com-
posed of two categories, name-
ly the storm surge watch and
the storm surge warning.

The watch would indicate a
moderate- to high-risk storm
surge within the next 48 hours,
while the warning would be for
areas at high-risk of surges
within the next 24 hours.

Update every 6 hours

Both the storm surge watch
and warning would be updated
every six hours and would be
available on the bureau’s website.

Monteverde said issuing
the alerts 24 to 48 hours ahead
would allow decision-makers,
particularly those in local gov-
ernments, more time to pre-

pare and plan for potential:

eyacuation and other disaster-
related actions.

- Surge heights-Would alfobe, .
célor-coded, ‘depending on the
severity of the tide.

Blue would indicate a surge

less than a meter; yellow,
from .1 to 2 meters; orange,
from 2 to 3 meters; and red for

ove 3 meters.

But more importantly, each
arning would spell the_ im-
acts in the communities to be
ffected.

For instance, a surge height
n orange alert is expected to
esult in severe damage to
oastal infrastructures, signifi-
“tant beach erosion and possi-
ble river flooding.
The red alert, meanwhile,
woyld spell catastrophic and
extensive inundation, which
would require evacuation in
ow-lying areas and cancella-
tion of all marine activities.
“Some people would not
take action if you only tell
them the weather conditions,”
Monteverde said.
“Now that we show the im-
pacts and the corresponding
actions, they would have a bet-
ter understanding of how these
can affect them,” she said.
Renato Solidum, science
undersecretary for disaster
risk reduction and climate
change affairs, said equipping
people with the proper infor-
mation would allow for better
preparedness against hazards
brought by disasters.
“Warning is just one part,
but there needs to be appropri-
ate and timely response, in
which everybody in the commu-
nity plays arole,” he said. INQ
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WARM CLIMATE PHENOMENON

EL NINO TO AFFECT FREQUENCY, INTENSITY OF
STORMS, SAYS WEATHER BUREAU

By Jhesset O. Enano
@]hessetEnanoINQ |

The persisting El Nino phe-
nomencon may affect the fre-
quency of tropical cyclones this
rainy season, but Filipinos
should still brace for potential-
ly intense storms, the Philip-
pine Atmospheric, Geophysical
and Astronomical Services Ad-
ministration (Pagasa) said on
Monday.

Flaviana Hilario, Pagasa
deputy administrator, said that
during the warm climate phe-
nomenon, which is expected to

a s5o-percent reduction, it's
still a very high amount,” she
said.

Prepare for strong storms

Despite the climate condi-
tions, Vicente Malano, Pagasa
administrator, said that Fil-
ipinos should still prepare for
possibly strong storms, noting
that Tropical Storm "Ondoy”
(international name; Ketsana)
happened during an El Nino pe-
riod in September 2009.

The storm @ inundated
Metro Manila and nearby
provinces, after it released

last until year-end, the tracks
and intensity of the cyclones
were being affected.

“The storms usually recurve
and change their track away
from the country,” Hilario said
at a press briefing.

“These may not make land-
fall but the intensity of these
storms can still be strong, based
on our statistics,” she said.

Extended dry season
El Nino is a climate event
that takes place when the east-
ern tropical Pacific Ocean be-
comes abnormally warm.

rainfall equivalent to a
month’s volume of rain in just
six hours. Over 400 deaths
were recorded.

“But even without El Nino,
we are expecting stronger
storms with heavier rainfall
due to global warming,”
Malano said.

Pagasa earlier reported
that it was expecting five to
eight tropical storms to affect
parts of the country from June®
to August.

The country faces an aver-
age of 20 storms every year.
INQ

For the Philippines, which
currently experiences a weak El
Nifio, it marks an extended dry
sedson, weak monsoon activity,
above normal air temperature
angd below normal rainfall, with
dry spells or drought in some
parts of the country, according
to Pagasa.

Hilario said that based on
their rainfall forecast, some ar-
eas would experience below
normal rainfall conditions from
June to August.

“But we know that during
these months, our rainfall is
really quite high. So even if it's

Flaviana Hilario

PHOTO FROM PAGASA WEBSITE
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5 araw ang pasimula ng tag
bn sa Philippine Atmospheric, Geop
ronomical Services Administrgtion.

Ibig sabihin nito, makararanas tayo ng siyam-
siyam :f ulan, 2-3 bagyo kada buwan h Anggang
Disyembfe at mgabunga ng mga ito na baha, land-
slf%:tlapa : sl R

jbunga rin ang mga ito ng kamgtayan na
sa’y maramihan, pagkasira ng rarami at
agang ari-arian, malaking problema sa
bik =4 tao at serbisyo at iba pa.
Sa kabuuan, mapanira ang mga tag-
ya naman dapat nang maghanga ang la-
akung hindi man mapigilanang
1g buhay at ari-arian, mabawasar)

bagyo, a

-

\ ,‘-‘._b‘i"as ng storm surge, tsun
ing, napakarami ang hama

perwisyong nags gayang__mm. e

ganap na paglikas mula sa mga danper zone at

ipinagbabawal ng pamahalaan.

' a tao, pinansya, gamit, koordinasyon, koo-
on at pagiging boluntaryo at mgsa

ah ang mga ito bilang bahagli nglgban sa mga

amang kalagayang dulot ng tal

'Sa : abilang banda, may bunga ring agaganda

‘ang tag-ulan at tag-bagyo gaya ng pagtubo at pag-

'k’a' o ig mga halaman, kasama ang mgg palay; pag-

linis ‘hangin; pa-

giging ng yamang-

daga

j | P

5 9209
L

g mga kapaligiran, kasama ang

maganda ng mga isda atiba ps
at marami pang iba.
gkakataon na pasiglahin ang
dang bagay sa tag-ulan.

ahat ng ma-
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ter u elections at
‘natin alam kung
Lba }- 0 para

nit hindi
ol na hindi

NI MARLON |
PURIFICACIC
OPISY.

AL idis
lara ng PAGASA

sa lupa, ang
anggit nating
da ay naaagapan

ng i]qu araw bago
simula ng tag-uls manalantd sa ating mga
rainy season kaya wkabhbabr

Marami ing dahilan
g bak 1 binabaha ang

ligiran. Una na
rito apg hindi matapus-
tapps nal problema sa
|ba a,' radong kanal,
lat iyong 1hay

arah a ng ilang
mfdrma] Eetg

ati,
na rin ang malal
baha o ang masama

ers.’
na rin ang

ag kalikasan. Mula sa
usyon, ﬂlegal mining,
illegal qarry at iyong
atumanggang

.ng matataas

an.

Tuwing tag-ulan, ,‘ix—

lit-ulit ang lumalabas na drainage sys-
ulat na malalaking i
at landslide na tin nabanggit

ay dahil na rin sa 3 akm% tulong
kapabayaan at pag 3 okal na
:a kalikasan. aan upang matu-

Katatapos lang ng g paghahanda

sa panahon ng fag-ulan.

apat ay ndon pa o
kahit na ngayon| na mis-
mo ay kumilos | ang la-

hat ng local goyernment

,units (LGUs)| upang
matukoy ang %
prone area’ sa amlang
nasasakupan. Matukoy
ung ano ang sanhi nito

a.
ng dito
ang ating barangay.

Sila ang | unang
makatutukey pg mga
ng pagb: at sila

rin ang unang lalapitan
at tutugunan tulong

ng mga kababayan nat-
ing mabibiktima|ng kala-
midad.

Malaking bdgay din
siyempre ang| tulong

mula sa pamghalaang
nasyunal. Ang| Depart-
ment of National De-
fense (DND), ffice of

Civil Defense| (OCD),
Interior and Laecal Gov-
ernment (DILG)| Bureau

Fire Protection, Public

Works and ghways
(DPWH), Metrd Manila
Development t.hunty
(MMDA), Dep ent of

Environment and Natu-
ral Resources (DENR),
PAGASA, Phivoles, De-
partment of | Health
(DoH), Department of
Education DepEd),

Napocor at iba pang
ahensiya.

Alam nating ngayon pa
lang ay preparado na ang
ilang LGUs sa mga ‘evac-
uation center,’ mga
amiting tent, goﬁs
at kung anu-ano pa. Pero
tulad ng matagal nang
kasabihan, mas mainam
pa rin ang preventmn,
kaysa ‘evacuation.’

Dapat hindi tayo tu-
migil sa paglilinis sa ating
kapaligiran, kanal at
pagbantay sa kalikasan
— panahon man ng tag-
ulan o di.

Kung ngayon pa lang
ay matutukoy na ang
mga sanhi ng pagbaha;
ma{naalis ang mga infor-

settler at mailipat
sila sa maayos na re-
lokasyon; malinis ang
ating mga kanal at ma-
Fauagot mga mala-
aking i na nakaba-
bara rin sa ating ‘drain-
age system,” natitiyak
nating mababawasan
ang bilang ng biktima ng
sakuna.

Hindi pa naman huli

ang lahat. Ang na-
kayayamot lang, pau]:t—
ulit na ang

prublema, pero pauht—uht
Ea rin tayong nagpapa-
aya at di gumagawa ng
kongkreto at pangmata-
galang solusyon.
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THE Philippine Wood Producers As-
sociation (PWPA) is urging all stake-
holders in the country anew to plant
more trees during monsoon season so
they can take advantage of the frequent
rains, which are good for the growth of
the seedlings.

. “The rainy season creates an ex-
cellent environment for the seedlings
to take root,” said PWPA chairman
Charlie Liu. “Seedlings which are
planted during the rainy season can
get the most benefit as they generally
fare better when they are exposed to
moderate ._temp.ergtm- and a healthy
amount of rainfall.”

The same can’t be said during the

warmer moriths of the year, especially
around March to early May, where peak
temperatures can leave the soil dry and
even kill the seedlings. “Planting dur-
ing the rainy season allows optimum
growth, thereby giving the seedlings
a better chance of survival during the
summer months,” he added.

He did warn that the moist envi-
ronment provided by the rains is not
enough, and utmost care is also need-
ed for the seedlings to grow properly.
This involves, among others, proper
irrigation, efficient use of fertiliz-
ers, and ensuring the seedlings are
shielded
damage th
“A lot of water is good for seedling

growth, but too much and they may |

4;1 d healthy soil, as well as protec-
- ;I II _.\.
b I If |

it will surely grow into a beautiful

e%inst. factors that may e
m or hinder their growth. §

1OWER 1 8 JUN 2019

DATE

decay or washed away. They will dlso

I

against plant diseases and p

B ) . i ts‘
roper care is given to the seedl

3 .g"

*‘Pe Ithy tree,” advised Liu.
- Liu thus calls on government ag
ci f;, academic institutions, . ¢

groups. and the private sector to par-
ticipate in more tree-planting activities
during the said season. in order to slow
down the rapid decrease in the cqun-

S = p— TR L o —— -
The Philippine Wood Producers Association urges all stakeholders in the country to take advantage of the mensoon season to plant more trees.

|

try’s overall forest cover, and assure
the next generations of a future where
trees abound. \ '
“While it may take a few years for
the seedlings to mature, we can never
- 80 wrong in planting as many trees
- as we can today so that our children
- and their children can experience the
beauty of Mother Nature and the high
quality of life that she promises,” -
said Liu, | il
Addressing the Philippines’ rapidly
def:reasing forest cover is one of the
primary goals of PWPA, an organiza-
tion of wood suppliers and manufac-
turers that pushes for sustainable forest
management to promote the well-being
of the local forestry industry. ;
The organization continuously pro-
mafes wnad  wihinkh 0 L L -

' sustainably, can be an iﬁ1poxtant drlve; :

of growth and development for many
communities in the Philippines and its
economy as a whole.

In line with its goal to increase the
sustainable use of wood, PWPA is
holding the Philippine Wood Expo
2019 at the Sofitel Philippine Plaza
on October 21-22. The event aims to
expand the reach of businesses in the
wood sector by providing them with
?he opportunity to interface with other
industry players. - !

Go to www.pwpa.org.ph
Jor more information.
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Chevron extends

REAFFIRMING its commitment to
the environment, Chevron Philippine
tex brand of fuels and lubricants, 't 25 S
tected Area project in Barangay .;;
Union for another six months or un
The Poro MPA project, whicl'i_*' :
ed through a P7.2-million grant f
public-private partnerships. It has
people’s organization and establishe
for the community.

' ."-l iS fl.llld-
elped forge
1p. self-reliant
able livelihood

The Poro MPA project is co-man the Poro Sea Lovers
Association, a people’s organizatiol h: : ay Poro. Se-
lect members of the PSLA are also pa [PA Manage-
ment Council and Bantay Dagat, whic anagement,
patrolling, monitoring, law enforcen tion of’_the_Pmo

MPA into the city’s MPA network. |
CPI project partner Institute for
tension after the five--year contract e

:address commum' ;

nion marine sanctuary project

~ the operatlon of the Poro MPA and, in the case of the PSLA, in
attaining financial sustainability.

CPI approvcd e extension proposal in pursuit of its goal

of empowenng ommunities to become active and productive

“It has always beg

The pI‘OJWt. ence
providing them wit
catering business, s

livelihood opportunities such as an eatery,

ing. These livelihgod projects augment families” income and
help wean the co

Chevron operates

picy dried anchovy production and rice trad- \
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E d 1 t ) i1 a l But no|one should be talking speculatively of an
| ar.rned attack and aggression by a foreign government
. with respect to the Recto Bank incident, when there is

no such threat.

It seems to us that it should be the principal business

Premature to bring ofthe e pary o be voking e ey ek

‘ sistance from its treaty partner, not the US to
be more

u p P H = U S tre aty s ager to discuss aggression and a breach of the

e South China Sea. It proffers the assurance

1 1C ‘ that Washington fully unde S
N Reed |SS ue | ] otg':urn itsjl()ac l:iorstsgds the current situation
ERE is a segment of Phil_ipp‘ine society thalt would, ngtg Er Eﬁ:glﬁapt ggstgglgc't?g?teg:r;;ﬁhqt we have yet
unf_ortunately, like not'hlng better than to see the which cab oty bé ascertained aftera fuﬁr_ung 1r'1c1d.ent,
_ LFI.llte.d States dragge@ into a Controyersy concern- Before fthat certainty comes, com investigation.
ing Phlhpplng—Chma relations ;.11_1;1 c.onﬂlc;tlng claims on sions abéut policies will not f)e userflul?;)ts and discus-
the South China Sea (West Philippine Sea). They want ruddle the issue, They might even tend t ut cmiuld only
the US to get involved. | talk themselves into a crisis GuiESEeple
Thgrefore, s, e rer-nar.k gl i bassador to So far ds we can see, there is at this point isi
Me.lr.nla Sung Kim that the 1r}qlqent 1nvq1y1ng a Chinese Lo % China point no crisis as
militia vessel ramming a Filipino fishing vessel could o oftire lafe Qi)ﬁlcerl}ed. There will
trigger US obligations onder the PH-US Mutual Defense {6 tictate on our perce l:ioop ef“&l their own agenda
Treaty looks as both surprising and suggestive. Jecihion sve ke perception of the situation and the
In another report, the ambassador quoted US Secre- It is gdod that L di
tary of State Mike Pompeo as saying because the S_outh Cabinet clusters. This way th 'Heblllg studied by the
China Sea is part of the Pacific, under the treaty itself, il tindingofithe sitﬁatigf will be more clarity and

any armed attack on Filipino vessels, Filipino aircraft will
trigger our obligations under the Mutual Defense Treaty.”
Normally, before a government mentions a defense |
treaty to address a thorny issue or a cénﬂiq‘t situation,
a thorough study of the incident in question should
first be done to ascertain whether treaty provisions can,
indeed, be invoked. . i
The ambassador himself said the US hasno independent
information on what happened, adding thatfit requires a \
careful and thorough investigation by retva authorities. ]
So it is not useful at this point to be t king about ‘
e Philippine-Us Mutual |
is incident. It is only im- |
ill honor its ¢ommitment |
case of an external attack. ‘
|
|

whether the provisions of
Defense Treaty will apply in
portant that we know the US ¥
to support the Philippines in C:

From repeated assuranceiilgf both sides, it is clear
that the South China Sea falls within the purview of
the MDT, and that any armed attack on Fihipino vessels

' |

would be covgred.
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