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‘Cimatu calls for support
to save the Phlhppme eagle

Environment and Natural Re-
sources Secretary Roy Cimatu
urged Filipinos to join global efforts
to prevent the critically endangered
Philippine eagle from becoming ex-
tinet.

“As an endemic species, the
Philippine eagle already serves as
a global heritage that requires con-
certed efforts of the international
community for conservation,” Ci-
matu said as the nation celebrates
Philippine Eagle Week (PEW) on
June 4-10.

A pair of thppme eagles will
be loaned to the Wildlife Reserves
Singapore (WRS) as a starting point
for brlngmg the efforts to save the

_ iconic raptor to a global scale.

The Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR) and
WRS have signed a 10-year renew-

able agreement to bring Phlllppme
eagles Geothermica and Sambisig
ok tance of the ‘Philippine eagle as a

to lgave for Smgapore on June 4,

“Sending Geothermica and Sam-
bisig to Singapore is a historical
milestone and a tangible indication
that the international community is
needed in the protection and con-
servation of the Philippine eagle,
the country’s bird and crown jewel
of biodiversity,” Cimatu said.

The two raptors will be staying
at Jurong Bird Park, the largest bird

park in Asia that is home to elose to

3,500 birds across 400 species, of
which 20 percent is threatened.
“With millions of tourists flock-

" ing at the Jurong Bird Park, where

our Philippine eagles will live, we
are bringing them closer to the in-
ternational community in the hopes

of encouraging international atten- .

tion and support for their conserva-
tion,” Cimatu pointed out. ;

PEW is observed from June 4 to
10 of every year by virtue of Procla-

~mation No. 79. 1ssued in 1999.

The declaration hopes to pro-
_'ote awareness about the impor-

-

‘biological indica-

‘tor of the forest
ecosystem a na-
tional s;mlhol and a
unique heritage.

. The theme for
this year’s PEW
‘celebration is “The
Philippine Eagle: A
National Symbol, A
Global Treasure.”

- “Let this year’s
'PEW  celebration

_instill in the minds
of Fxhpmos kthe sig-
cance of our na-

ourr
to rise and soar like
natlonal trea-
sure,” Cimatu sald

" Known as the

largest of the ex-
tant eagles in the
world in terms of
length and wing
surface, the Philip-
pine eagle (Pith-
ecophaga jefferyi)

is listed as a “criti-

cally endangered”
raptor in the Inter-
national Union for

“Conservation ' of

Nature’s Red List
and the country’s
National List of
Threatened  Spe-
cies under DENR'
Administrative Or-
der 2004-15. )

wild popula'-
tion of the species

‘throughout the ar-

chipelago remains
precarious with an
estimated number
of at least'340 pairs.

‘Hunting and loss of

forest habitat re-
main the primary
threats to its sur-
vival.
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Philippine Eogle
iligtos so pogkaubos

Nanawagan si Department
of Environment and Natural Re-
sources (D! Secretary Roy
Cimatu sa publ
Philippine nalsangnama:lxﬁ
treasure m sapagkaubosmto

kasabaynspa

ine Eagle Week sa Hun-
4— 0, na kada taon
v sa Proclamation No. 79 na

1999.
ms}r:mngm na makage:gblg-
P e St

! mtecosystemnalsangsunbo-
ong
; 52 dm ni C1rnatu na

3318"8

‘ang d&clsyo ngbansa na ipada-

la sa Singa ang dalawan
Philippine g,gle na manga]ag-
nang Geothermica at Sambi-
sig ay isang tamang pagsisimu-
lau masagip ang lglﬁlls nito.
(Dolly Cabreza)
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“THEREshouldbe 2 con- (WRS)makesagoodshrt- Asia that is home to close
certed global effort o :;F point for bringing the ¢ 3,500 birds across 40p
prevent the critically en-  efforts 1o save the iconic Species, of which 20 per-
dangered Philippine ea- - raptor to a global scale. centis threatened, -
8le -- a national treasure  Barely two weeks after “Withmillions of toyr-
symbolizing the coun. the historic wildlife loan  jstg flocking at the Juron,
try’s identity —- from be.- agreenmtwass:l'\grnedbe- Bird Park, where our Phif.
coming extinct,” tween the DENR and ippine eagles willlive, we
Environment and Na- WRS, Philippine eagles arebringing them closer to

ural Resources Secretary Geothermica and Sam- ﬂlemtemaﬁonalcommtl-

RoyCimatusaidthisahead bisig are scheduled to rﬁtyinﬂmhopesofmcou:-
ofthecountry’s celebration leave for Singapore to- aging international atten.
of the Phili pine Eagle morrow, June 4, tion and support for their
Week starting to- C;‘SmdmgGeoﬂ!ermica conservation,” Cimaty
morrow until June 10, and Sambisig to 5 apore  added,

“As an endemic s isal'ﬁstoﬁmlmilgggneand PEWisbeing observed
cles, the Philippine caple 2 tangible indication that from June 4 to 10 of every
already serves as a global  theinternational commu-  year by virtye of Procla-
heritage thatrequires con. nity isneeded in the PIo-  mation No. 79 issyed in

certed efforts of the inter
national community for
conservation,” Cimaty
Stressed.

Cimatu said the coun. -
sdecision toloana air -
 of Philippineeagle toWild-

life Reserves ingapore

tection and conservation
of the Philippine e, the
country’s national bird
and crown jewel of biodi-

Versity,” Cimatu said.

3 'I'hetworaf:horswﬂlbk(’e
stayin atJurongBird Par]
the Ia%gest bird park in

1999. The declaration
hopes to promote aware-
nessabou theimportance
ofthePhih'ppineeagleasa
biological indicator of the
forest tem, anation-
al symbol and a unique
herita_ge‘. b
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Mamla Bau
cleanup
drive
gets more
summn

%\ overnment’s effor
to rehabilitate
Bay andllstnbuuneshas
received another much-
needed boostw:thMetm
Pacific Investments L
Corp s commitment to
join the cleanup drive.
_ Environment
Roy A. Cimatu and MPI
resident and CEO ]ose
a.leforgeda{ivé-
partnership throu
Memorandum of Unda"-
standm (MOU) to clean-
thiest creeks that

ﬂgme%and ulca

m

esterosthatdrainintoPasig.
River:Esterosde Vitas,San |
Lazaro, Kabulusan, L
Binondo,Dela
Reina, Sampaloc, San Se-
bastian, San Miguel, Va-
lencia, Uh'Uhv Paco, Pan-
damTanque,Bahaﬁe,
vlsor, Concordia, Sunng
Apog, San Antcmm Aba
and Qma '
Accor to C:matu, :
‘the DENR-MPIC collabo-
ration is a continuation of
thebattlecry for PasigRiv-
er: “rehabilitating a river,
reshomnghfeandxevwing
tl’e nde ” 3 ]
or lus"part, Lim as-
sured that the MPIC— |
through ts subsidiary L
Maynilad Water Services ¢
Inc—"remains fully com-
mitted to prot:gntﬁsg th A
environment.

Joel dela Tone
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Pasig River estero clean-up: 96% budget
used for less than 30% completion

BY PETER TABINGO

THE Pasig River Rehabilitation
Commission (PRRC) utilized
P107.568 million ot 96 percent of
the P111,078 million funding for
the clearing of six waterways in
Metro Manila in 2018 but reported
low accomplishments ranging
from only 1 to 27.65 percent.

This was revealed in the 2018 audit
report on the agency released by the
Commission on Audit last May 31.

The waterway projects included
the P52.585 million rehabilitation
and development of San Juan
River with a utilization of P51.27
million but an accomplishment re-
portof only 27.65 percent; a similar
project for Estero de Magdalena
with a P17.49 million budget and
utilization of P16.89 million or 96.57 -

petcent against an accomplishment
of just 1 petcent; the P12.9 million
project for Estero de Kabulusan
with fund usage of 99.04 percent
ot P12.78 million; the P11.237 mil-
lion project for Estero de Pandacan
2 wherein 97.34 percent or P10.94
million of the budget used against
a delivery rate of just 26.51 percent;
the P8.514 million Estero de la
Reina project with 97.43 percent or
P8.296 million budget utilization
against a 20.57 accomplishment;
and the Bstero de Valencia phase 3
project worth P8.349 million with

88.6 percent or P7.397 million of .

the budget obligated against an
accomplishment of 26.51 percent.

- Auditors said the accomplish-
ments were “notably low”, pinning
the blame on the PRRC management
for failing to anticipate problems

including resistance by local officials.

“The low accomplishment was
brought about by prolonged resis-
tance of the newly elected barangay
chairman in the project for Estero de
la Reina and right of way issues for
four other esteros which should have
been addressed first,” the COA said.

It added the PRRC should not
have awarded contracts until it
has resolved right-of-way issues,
as provided under section 17.6
of RA 9184 or the Government
Procurement Reform Law.

The repott said the PRRC man-
agement has agreed to COA rec-
ommendations that infrastructure
projects should strictly observe the
provisions on detailed engineeting
under RA 9184 and that steps should
be taken to fast-track implementa-
tion of the estero clean-up projects.

-
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PEOPLE ride a motorized ferry along a part of
Pasig River to cross the river between the cities of
Mandaluyong and Makati. November 20, 2011.

Pasig River project_é incomplete
despite considerable fund use

PROJECTS last year by the Pasig River Reha-
bilitation Commission (PRRC) were not com-
pleted, despite the considerable use of their
funds, according to the Commission on Audit

(CoA).

CoA said PRRC was abie to utilize -

P107,568,198.93 of its P111,078,000 appropria-
tion as approved by the Department of Budget
and Management for six rehabilitation and
development projects. ‘

" These projects cover the San Juan River,
Estero de Magdalena, Estero de Kabulusan,
Estero de Valencia, Estero de Pandacan, and

G Raey e i, g T :
EsterodelaReina. :

Of the San Juan River project,
P51,269,661.02 was spent, but the project
remains only 27.65% complete, CoA said in
its report, which also cited “Right-of-way
issues and unavailability of cleared ease-
ments.” y

Estero de Magdalena in Manila posted 1%
accomplishment despite the P16,889,551.53
spent on it.

The Estero de la Reina project posted
20.57% accomplishment, according to
CoA’s report, which also cited “Prolonged
resistance of the newly elected Barangay
Chairman in the implementation of the
project.” ;

Rehabilitation and development of the
Estero de Valencia Phase 3 and Estero
de Pandacan Phase 2 were reported as
20.12% and 26.51% accomplished, respec-
tively. 1

- The state auditors recommended that

PRRC fast-track those projects. — Vince

%}o C. Ferreras

-z
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River rehab

'LASGOW —From my hotel

room in this Scottish city,

I have a splendid view of

the Clyde Arc Bridge spanning
the River Clyde. - & m i
The water is impressively

banks. I've been told that there

areas of the river. Salmon has been spotted in recent
years, after barriers were removed alon& some 100
kilometers of the 176-km river to allow the entry of

. migratory fish.

Like many of the rivers in Europe, however, the
Clyde had to be revived from near-death from pol-
lution and heavy siltation. o

The river had contributed to the economic growth

- of the city. Locals say that “Glasgow made the Clyde,

and the Clyde made Glasgow.” :
This city was once a center for shipping and
industrialization, with all the pollution that these
engendered. Photos show Glasgow during that era,
with smoke and soot wafting from factories. When the
rains came, the pollution went back to the land and
the river, turning much of the landscape grimy. Sew-
age and factory effluent were discharged untreated

~ into the river. The heavily silted river was dredged

~ regularlytoallow bigge commercial ships including
‘H@%lefmmo he; cm.?hgges to enter, transporting the

city’s top trading commodities, tobacco and sugar.
Dikes and canals were built to make the river deeper.
The large ships were a boon to the local economy

. but aggravated the pollution. Because of the impor-
| tance of the river to the industrialized capability of

 Scotland, Glasgow was also targeted for heavy bom-

| bardment during the First and Second World Wars.

Until the 1960s, the riverfront still housed pbﬂuﬁng :

l factories, coal-fired power plants, raiiwa}"r'_staﬁ('_)ns and ,

~ tenements with poor sanitation. . :

Like other advanced economies in post-industri-
alization Europe, however, Glasgow residents sick of
the pollution decided to do something about the river
waste and stench.

 This year, Glasgow was picked as Scotland’s third

 greenest city after the capital Edinburgh and Aber-
| deen (cleanest air), by commercial waste and recycling

. service First Mile. Glasgow was cited particularly

- for the zeal of its residents in eschewing single-use

. plastics.

For someone like me, whose office is just a stone’s

' throw from polluted Pasig River, the Clyde is a dream.
* * *

In the past two decades, the Pasig itself has un-
dergone an effective cleanup. Last October, the Pasig
rehabilitation program won the first Asia RiverPrize
Award, beating China’s Yangtze. The award, given
by the International River Foundation, was conferred
during ceremonies held in Sydney, Australia.

The award qualifies the Pasig to compete for State
2 of the Thiess International RiverPrize this year. It
might lose. In recent weeks, driving to the Cignal TV
/ One News studio in Mandaluyong for my co- osting
of “The Chiefs” show, I have been dismayed by the
sight of garbage and uncollected water lilies in the
river near Guadalupe bridge in Makati. ‘

It's a disappointing backsliding. The sight of this
stretch of the river has always delighted me. Until
some weeks ag;), people were fishing along the riv-
erbanks and children were diving and swimming,
although I doubt if the water s clean enough for that.
The river rehabilitation has been such a success that
I've been urging friends to try the pleasant riverboat

-ride from the westernmost station in Intramuros,

Manila to the opposite end in Marikina.

Now the pollution is back, possibly due to the
start of the construction of the Santa Monica-Lawton
Bridge — Phase One of the BGC-Ortigas Link Road
Project. There are always barges around the area,
which could be aggravating tﬁe pollution. Several
other bridges are being built across the Pasig, and it
will take years to complete them. Will the river return
to its heavily polluted condition during that period?

Incoming Manila Mayor Isko Moreno told The
Chiefs in a recent interview that he would clear the
city’s riverbanks of informal settlements and develop
green riverfront enclaves in selected areas, including
the former oil depot in Pandacan.

River rehabilitation, however, must be undertaken
:EFEtha by all the local government units in Metro Ma-

ila, including those with no areas facing the river but
with creeks and canals or esteros that wash into the Pasig.

Everyone must be on board in any river rehabilita-
tion, and the effort must be*sus’t‘ained.

Even the River Clyde s not clean enough for Glasgow
residents. The Scotland Environment Protection Agency
says Clyde’s water quality has improved from “bad”
to “moderate,” although a few spots can be described
as “excellent.”

Scotland, after all, was voted this year by readers of
the influential travel guide Rough Guide as the most
beautiful country in g: world, beating Canada, New
Zealand and Italy. An environmental charity called Keep
Scotland Beautiful launched last March the “Upstream
Battle” to rid the River Clyde of litter. This followed last
year’s anti-plastic trash cleanu campaign.

Upstream Battle is part of the continuing develop-

ment of the riverside as an area for recreation, business .
- and sustainable living.

River rehabilitation, as we know, can be costly. Scot-
land has earmarked 600 million pounds sterling (about
P40billion) from 2010 to 2021 for wastewater treatment
and sewerage systems alone along the Clyde. Additional
funds are spent for the periodic [itter cleanup.

The Philippines may have to do itin Pasig and other
major urban waterways ona tighterbudget. But the suc-
cess of the Pasig rehabilitation has shown that reviving
aheavily polluted river is possible,

- Aslong as the campaign is sustained, as Glasgow is
doing, it can be done. ¥
e *

-
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Despite risks, schools
open in dan

Landslide-hit community in Benguet rea

dy !or students; private partners

support education programs in remote areas in Luzon, Mindanao

By the Inquirer Bureaus
@IngNational

Paint has failed to cover the
cracks on the classroom walls of
Ucab Elementary School in Ito-
gon town, Benguet province,
that has been declared a “criti-
cal danger zone” by the Mines
and Geosciences Bureau (MGB).

The school was found sus-
ceptible to landslides and
ground shaking when triggered
by earthquake or heavy down-
pour, MGB officials warned.

Despite the risk, teachers
have already made all the nec-
essary preparations to make
the classrooms functional as
they welcome back students on
Monday.

“Fear is there but we have
been assured that as long as the
cracks are not on the beams
and posts, it is still safe,”
Josephine Palitayan, who has
been teaching in the school for
28 years, told the Inquirer,

Based on MGB's assessment
in October last year, the other
schools in critical danger zones
were Ampucao National High
School, Ampucao Elementary
School and Manganese Ele-
mentary School at Barangay
Ampucao; Goldfield Elemen-
tary School at Barangay Pobla-
cion; and Loacan National High
School, Loacan Elementary
School and Luneta Elementary
School at Barangay Loacan.

The assessment was made
after landslides triggered by
Typhoon “Ompong” (interna-
tional name: Mangkhut) killed
89 people in Itogon.

Among those killed were
two pupils of Ucab Elementary
School who were buried when
a massive landslide swept a
miners’ bunkhouse and several
shanties half a kilometer from
the school.

Nerissa Barbosa, disaster
risk reduction and manage-
ment coordinator of the De-
partment of Education:(DepEd)
in Benguet, said no relocation
sites for these schools had been

CLEANUP Pu pils of Tejero Elementary School in Cebu City join

their parents and teachers in cleaning and preparing
classrooms for Monday’s school opening. —JUNJIE MENDOZA

identified so far.

She said school principals
were permitted to suspend
classes during heavy downpour
while two-shift classes could be
held in safer buildings.

In Baguio City, the Depart-
ment of Trade and Industry has
partnered with a local depart-
ment store to give discounts
for school supplies as classes
begin. !

High-tech classrooms

In Ilocos Norte province, at
least two state-of-the-art class-
rooms equipped with high-tech
learning gadgets will greet stu-
dents in Burgos town.

The P4-million classrooms
are found in Burgos Agro-In-
dustrial School and Burgos
Central Elementary School.
They are equipped with com-
puter kiosks and personal com-
puter desktops, 5o tablets,
robotic kits, 10 units of mini
drones, interactive projectors,
a document camera and Wi-Fi
connectinne

In Dagupan City, teachers
will engage their students in
nontraditional teaching mod-
ules as schools there follow the
so-called “Happy = Schools
Movement” prescribed by the
DepEd in Ilocos region.

Venus Maria Estonilo, offi-
cer in charge of the curriculum,
said the movement was initiat-
ed by Dr. Malcolm Garma,
DepEd director in Ilocos re-
gion, with each school division
tasked to come up with its own
teaching  strategies. These
strategies include cooperative
learning, storytelling and play-
based learning.

In Bataan province, the SM

Prime Foundation on Friday

turned over a two-story building
with four classrooms to Balanga
Elementary School at Barangay
Talisay in Balanga City.

Free haircut
In Laguna province, about
200 public school children in
Los Banos town got their hair

POTE S A SO RS S S o

day’s school opening. :

Janos Lapiz, Barangay Ba-
tong Malake head, said they
had been offering free haircut
to children for the last five
years. “We took the barbers to
the communities so people
won't have to go to the village
hall anymore,” he said.

Lapiz said the program had
been replicated in the villages
of San Antonio, Malinta, Bayog
and Bambang in Los Bafios.

Zero fee
In a remote village at the
border of Davao City and Cota-
bato province, more than 300
school children will enjoy not
only free school supplies but
will also get free meals and tu-

ition this school year.

Rowel Oyong, principal of
Katipunan Elementary School
(KES) at Arakan town in North
Cotabato, said school bags,
supplies, slippers, raincoats
and hygiene kits were already
provided for, thanks to the
partnership of the school and
Davao Eagle Club, Kan Kon Chi
Development Corp. and village
officials who donated these
materials to the children.

The school has implement-
ed a zero collection of school
fees and other contributions
from parents throughout the
school year. Even the school

- identification cards are given

by the school to the pupils for
free, complete with the pupils’
pictures, said Oyong,

Since 2016, KES has been
implementing the adopt-a-
child program where a sponsor
supports a pupil until Grade 6.

To ensure that pupils will
not drop out of school, KES pro-
vides supplemental feeding es-
pecially among malnourished
pupils and those who are at risk
of leaving due to food insuffi-
Ci€ncy. —REPORTS FROM KARLSTON
LAPNITEN, KIMBERLIE QUITASOL,
YOLANDA -SOTELO, LEILANIE ADRI-
ANO, GREG REFRACCION, WILLIAMOR
A. MAGBANUA, DIVINA SUSON AND
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QUARRY OPS SA CAGAYAN
IPINATIGIL NG PENRO

CAGAYAN - UPAN
maiwasan ang sakuna,
ipinag-utos ni Edwin
Buedia, detailed quar-
ry chief ng Provincial
Natural Resources
Environment  Office
(PENRO) ang pansa-
mantalang pagpapati-
gil ng quarry operation
sa Barangay Rapuh,
Sta Ana.

Ayon kay Buedia,
kaya mya umano 1p1na-

tigil ang nasabing quarry
operation dahil sa pang-

aabuso na ginagawa ng
mga nagka-quarry kung
saan ay lumalawak ang
sinasakop ng mga ito.
Ipinaliwanag pa ni
Buendia na bagaman pi-
nayagan ng Mines and
Geosciences Bureau ang

' mga  mamamayan na

magsagawa ng quarry
sa designated area par-
t;kular sa may sand bar

upang - maging maayos
ang daloy ng tubig.
Subalit,  dumulog
sa tanggapan ng PEN-
RO si Kapitan Jimmy
Gamurot ng Barangay
Rapuh, Santa Ana Ca-

gayan, na ang reklamo
nito ay kung saan-saan
na umano kumukuha

‘ng buhangin ang mga

nagqua-quary  maski
hindi na nila ito sakop
sa kanilang isinagawang

rangay.
Ayon kay Gamurot,
nakumpirma nila ang
sitwasyon sa lugar kung
saan ay may mga ku-
mukuha na ng buhangin
sa labas ng designated
area at may malapit pasa
isang tulay, na maaring
ito ang maging dahilan
na makaepekto at pagka-
sira ng tulay sa papalapit
ng tag-ulan.
IRENE GONZALES
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Return to sender

‘ALEJANDRO
DEL ROSARIO

LIKE a misrouted letter, 69 containers of ;
Canadian garbage was sent to the Philip-

pines. But unlike a misguided letter you
can simply give back to the postman to
return to sender, the unwanted trash de-
hvely stayed in the country nearly five

years, some of them buried in a landﬁll-

in Tarlac. The garbage consisted of hu-
man and household refuse, toxic hospml
waste including used adult diapers.

Why does Canada with

its vast expanse of

§ land, much of it still
uninhabited, want

‘to dump its garbage in

w'

a small faraway country
like the PhihppmesP n

The Canadian garbage brought in

* from 2013 to 2014 was the subject of a

_heated trash talk exchange between Ot-
” tawa and Manila. It got to a point wherein
¢ President Rodrigo Duterte threatened to
* declare war on Canada. Secretary of For-

- eign Affairs Teodoro Locsin , Jr. added
* an extra measure of recalling Philippine
* diplomats from Canada to stress our dis-

gust with the US neighbor up north.
Why does Canada with its vast ex-

" panse of land, much of it still uninhab-
" ited, want to dump its garbage in a small
" faraway country like the Philippines? A
" ¢lean environment-conscious country,
" Canada found a willing Filipino firm to
* accept the trash to convert some of it into
* recyclable material. This, it seems to us,
is more the fault of our flawed laws on the

enforcement of allowing even imported -

and dangerous material. Importers like
this Filipino firm must submit documents
and seek permission to import such mate-

. rial. The Bureau of Customs should have

also stopped and barred the containers
from landing ‘at the wharf and right there
and then sent the vessel back to where it
came from. It is the BOC, after all, which
is the first line of defense against danger-
ous items from coming into the country.

= Butwhatdoyouexpwt‘?‘l‘h:slsthe

same Customs bureau that allowed bil-

honsofpesosworﬂlofshabushl]pméht

to slip through. .
The next question to ask i is how the

.Flhpmo importer was able to get the
unhealthy shipment from Canada out
~ of the customs area. Ynur gums is as

good as mine.

; It:smmstanc&slikethmwhenﬂ:e
government usually declares a hfestyle'
check on Customs officials. But as usual,
after so much publicity about lifestyle
checks,thecmoksat(lustomshelowfor
a while and then go back to business as
usual to amass more wealth to buy real
estate, luxury cars and maintain mis-
tresses even more well kept ﬂnn thelr
real families.

Only in the Philippines and :ts be-
nighted bureau!

A pumuve pollcy of lmgthy lmpnson
ment is perhaps in order. The incoming
elected members of the House and Sen-
ate should enact new laws to address this
corruption at the Customs bureau. Sen-
ator-elect Ronald de la Rosa, a former
Philippine National Police and Bureau
of Corrections chief, could make this his
introductory measure to make his mark.

* ***
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From humble beginnings

LITO
BANAYD -

: 'Ihepmweekwunotwitlmtme
oments though, as when

:MECOhndbinmdewiﬂxmm-
‘wan Ministry of Foreign Affairs to en-

sure that the 69 containers of trash that

‘President Duterte ordered returned to
‘Canada, would be allowed trans-ship-

ment in the southem port of Kaohsiung.

~ Because these were labelled as

“hazardous wastes”, and the attendant

 publicity drew world attention, DENR

Undersecretary ~ Benny Antiporda

'waswomedabonftﬁe trans-shnpment

a foreign port with very strict
mv:rlg:menml lawfn*SnWasm ‘Cana-
dian resident represehtahve in Taipei.

In any case, MV Bavaria, the Libe-
rian-registered. vessel which went on a
slow trip from Subic to Kaohsiung, fi-

'\1

nally docked at half past midnight Sun-

2, ‘_ﬁ;hproemofbeing
lpaded to a bij
bound for Canada as of this writing,

; ***
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 kong MV Bavaria at y

SALUDO KAMI SA IIEIIII
GOODBYE NA SA CANADA TRASH

MGA ka-idol, matapes qgg

~ anim na taon ay nakaalis na
_nitong Blyernes ang barkong

magdadala sa 69 container
ng basura ng Canada paba-

. lik sanaturang bar

’Mlas—s ng gabli, ﬁﬁuwe-

bes nang umplsahéh ang

Qﬁ,ng mg iy
nng‘ﬁ"fgab%s e ba

ang nangyari dahil natapos

ito ng alas-3 ng ma-daling

araw, Blyames
Pagsapit ng 7:20 ng uma-

‘ga, ganap nang nagpaalam
. sa Pilipinas ang basura ng

Canada na kinupkop at

" natenggasa pgg]er ng bansa

ng anim na taon.
Ayon sa environmental

_groups, mahalagang mensa

loped countries
: waste_ they cannot process.”:

Pinag-aaralan naman ng
Department of Envlronment

“and Natural Resources na

po

- Sa pagkakaalam ko sa
ngayon ay pinapayagan ang.
recyclableat procassed

bansa pero ilan dito ang na-

- tutuklasang hinahaluan ng
. ibanguring basura at naka-'
- lulusot.

Habang wala pang mo- .
ratorium, plano rin ng DENR
na gumawa ng malinaw na
panuntunan sa kung anong

klase ng basura lang ang
puwedeng iangkat ng Pilipi-
nas.
Another major accom-
plishment ito kaya pinupuri
natin sina DENR Sec. Roy Ci-

matu: atUsac BennyAnﬁpor-'

. da. Salutel

ng "waste" na inaangkat sa
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ASURA g.
SA PINAS HAHAKUTIN

MATAPOS na ipauwi ni Pangulong

basura ng Canada, hahakutin na rin ng
~ Hong Kong ang ilegal nilang basura na

Rodrigo Duterte ang 69 containers na

{ A — s

itinapon sa bansa nitong Pebrero taong
kasalukuyan.

~ Ayon kay BOC-Mindanao Tnternational
| Container Terminal (MICT) sub-station
collector John Simon, iuuwi na sa Hong
Kong ang 40-footer container van na puno
ng electronic waste 0 dinurog na mga gadg-
et at computer.

Kinokonsidera ang elestronic waste na
pinakamapanganib na klase ng basura dahil
hindi lang kapaligiran ang naapektuhan nito
kundi pati kalusugan ng tao.

Nauna rito ay idineklara ang mga ba-
sura na “assorted electronic accessories.”

Nakatakdang isakay ngayong araw ang
mga e-waste sa SITC Nagoya, barkong ipi-
nadala ng SITC shipping line. Ang kapare-

hong barko ng shipping line, SITC Fujian,

| ang nagdala ng naturang basura mula sa
Hong Kong sa MICT noong Pebrero.
Jsa pang tone-toneladang basura ng
Australia ang dumating din sa bansa ka-
makailan.
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\ngat Dam being

closely monitored

ORZAGARAY, Bulacan
"Angat Dam is being closely
monitored, water still in criti-
cal level, heavy rains need to
replenish.” : :
‘This was disclosed by outgoing
Governor and Vice Governor-elect Wil-
helmino M. Sy-Alvarado, Sunday, as he
hoped that the water level at Angat Dam
will normalize as soon a heavy rainfalls.
coming by mid-June.
Citing reports from the Provincial
Disaster Risk Reduction and Manage-

ment Office (PDRRMO) through
Liz Mungcal, Alvarado said the
water elevation of Angat Dam
dropped to 168.03 meters above
sea level as of 1la.m. yesterday
from 169.37 meters recorded last
Friday.

This meant that water eleva-
tion decreased by 1.34 meters in
Jjust two days, Alvarado said.

As it is, Alvarado pointed out

that the reading of the water level

in Angat Dam was already below
_the critical level of 180 meters, An-
gat Dam supplies over 90 percent

_of Metro Manila's water needs. |

‘The normal water level of An-
gat Dam is 212.00 meters. Also at

‘11 am. yesterday, the water level
~ of Ipo and Bustos dams were re-

corded at 101.05 and 14.50
meters, respectively.
Normal water levels in
these dams are 100.00
meters and 17.00 meters,
respectively.

Alvarado said Angat
Dam needs more than
2,000 millimeters of rain-
fall to reach its minimum

i i \
depth of 210 meters.

Aside from providing water
supply. for Metro Manila, the .
Angat Dam is being depended
upon for electricity generation, -

T



L)

BANNER  EDITORIAL RTOON

STRATEGIC ‘”“'“aimﬂ 6F AP FRGORES) -
' XM e 1900 a UPPER PAGE 1
‘ STORY STORY

N ;i

COMMUNICATION
SR MANILAS BULLETIN -
03 JUN 2012

i SERVICE THE NATION'S LEADING NEWSPAPER
PAGE 1/ DATE

TITLE :

(1L

L L)

ATg
s

I-; : Ty

[ |




o« [} ~
N STRATEGIC =L i nroul'“”:' i 'f]"'““r'mm Fiéﬁ_ii'_i_ﬂ\?\
& COMMUNICATION l‘“—| STORY STORY
S MANILAGBULLETIN -2
Dl S Ta &7
N——“—— THE NATION'S LEADING NEWSPAPER 0

TITLE :

UPPER PAGE 1 BANNER ED;ORIA[ CARTOOMN

JUN 2019

PAGE 1/ DAITE

Wawa Dam tapped
anew for Metro water

HE water shortage that hit the
East Zone of Metro Manila in April
spurred a lot of proposals and plans
to ensure it does not happen again —
among them, saving our rainwater in cisterns
during the rainy season, building weirs, in

the absence of dams, to conserve river water,

drawing of more water from Laguna de Bay
and from old wells, and creation of a Depart-
ment of Water for a more organized approach
to solving our annual water problem.

Among all these and other good ideas within

- the realm of pos51b111ty, we are assured of one

project ‘that will definitely help to solve our
water problem. This project, announced the
other day by the Metropolitan Waterworks and
Sewerage System (MWSS), was the approval of
the Wawa Bulk Water Project which will provide
an additional supply of 80 million liters a day

' (MLD) by 2021, 500 MLD by 2025.

The project is a joint venture between En-
rique Razon’s Pmme Infra and Oscar Violago’s
San Lorenzo Ruiz Builders Group to tap the

Wawa Dam, also known as the Montalban Dam, -

in the Sierra Madre ‘Mountains east of Metro
Mamla in Rodriguez, Rizal. Wawa Dam used
to be the only source of water for Manila until
Angat Dam was built and Wawa was abandoned
in 1968. :

The time has come for us to draw water once
again from Wawa in view of the fast-growing
population of Metro Manila, MWSS Chairman
Franklin Demonteverde and Administrator
Reynaldo Velasco said as they announced the
approval of the Wawa project.

The 500 million liters a day it will provide by
2025 will boost Manila Water’s water produc-
tion by 30 percent for the East Zone of Metro
Manila. Looking ahead, other possible water
sources are now being studied, among them,
Putatan, Cardona, Sumag River, Calawis, Rizal

Wellfield, Lower Ipo, Muntinlupa, Laguna Lake,

and Kaliwa Dam in Quezon Province.

Prime Infra Chairman Razon cited the de-
cisive leadership of the MWSS for approval of
the project which should solve the recurring
problem of water shortage. The tariff impact
of the Wawa project is expected to be minimal
because of the strategic location of the new

- water supply source in the East Zone.

Metro Manila continues to grow and so the
search for other new sources of water must
continue, along with the upgrading of the es-
tablished systems of tunnels and aqueducts.
The Wawa project is a major step forward and
should be followed by other steps so that we will
not have to go through the ordeal suffered last
Apr11 in the East Zone of Metro Mamla
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Bangko Sentral ng P:hpmas i

‘pmducers will see gold conin”butmg more to 1ts L S0 covers the sale of gold by
‘l;otalmetalsnutgutforthe"yearasun‘pactofmmes ~ small-scale miners to accredited tr:

Inits nuﬂook, Mines Al Geosciences Bureau S

] ﬁMGB) the government agency tasked toregulate  mine

and monitor the mining ‘sector, said it sees gold  BSP bz
*output dd:mnatmg the production scene movmg _
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top spot in total metals output, with a four-year
average of ahnost 49 percent of the total metallic exclse tax and 5 percent mines. b
production value. The highest recorded contribu- g tax (CWT). D
tion made by nickel was in 2014 at 58 percent, or ld producers/
) billion. S
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MANGROVE PARADISE The 4,000-hectare mangrove stand in Del Carmen town on Siargao Island in Surigao del Norte province is among the largest in the Philippines. This patch hosts 44 species of
mangroves, according to local officials. —ERwIN MASCARIRAS

COMMERCIAL TRAWLERS

ALARM RAISED AS ILLEGAL FISHERS ENTER SIARGAO WATERS

By Erwin M. Mascarinas
@ingmindanao 3
DEL CARMEN, SIARGAO IS-
LAND—Alarmed by the resur-
gence of commercial trawling
activities here, local officials and
nongovernment organizations
are calling for the national gov-
ernment’s support in the fight
againstillegal fishing,

Mayor Alfredo Coro II said -

his town would need the backing
of the Bureau of Fisheries and
Aquatic Resources and the mar-

itime unit of the Philippine Na-
tional Police to stop commercial
trawlers from encroaching into
municipal waters.

“Illegal fishers in our munici-
pal waters are armed and danger-
ous. [Stopping them)] is already
beyond the capacity of the ... local
government and our Bantay Da-
gat (sea patrol) team,” Coro said.

“We are requesting support
from national government agen-
cies to help us curb illegal com-
mercial fishing activities now

[monitored] in the area of Halian

to arrest and file cases against
these illegal fishing operators
since they have the mandate and
assets to do so,” Ramos said.

“Monitoring, control and
surveillance * mechanisms all
over the country should be
strengthened or we will have no
more fish to feed our families
despite being an ‘archipelagic’
country,” she said.

The nongovernment group
Sentro para sa Ikauunlad ng
Katutubong Agham at Teknolo-
hiya Inc. (Sikat) also expressed

concern over the resurgence of
commercial fishing here.

“It has always been our stand
thatitshould be the small fisher-
folk who should benefit from the
marine resources [in the munici-
pal waters] and not the large
commercial fishing boats," said
Wendie Entendez, field manager
of Sikat Inc. Siargao field office.

Commercial trawlers
Gina Barquilla, municipal
environmental resource officer
of Del Carmen, said her office

Island since the past local gov-
ernment operations against ‘li-
ba-liba’ resulted in armed con-
frontations,” he added.

Emboldened ;

Lawyer Gloria Estenzo Ramos,
vice president of Oceana Philip-
pines, said commercial fishing op-
erators had been emboldened by
their knowledge that the govern-
ment lacked vessels and monitor-
ing systems to track them.

“We call on law enforcement
agencies to intensify their efforts

first monitored the commercial
trawlers on May 21 and 22 from
passengers traveling by boat
from Surigao City.

“On May 23, we received an-
other report from the area and
together with our Bantay Dagat,
we confirmed, photographed
and took video of the trawlers,”
Barquilla said.

“We were alarmed since we
were not only dealing with one
trawler here but as many as
three [trawlers] were seen from
May 24 to May 26,” she said. INQ

DATE
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Flshers w:ves ea rn

at seaweed f-arms

PUERTO PRINCESA CITY—W‘the the men are

out at sea, the women of Barangay Isugod here
have turned to seaweed farming. For the past
few years, seaweed farmin,g has provided thema
path out of hunger andrpdverty “Unlike in cities
where there are permanent jobs or factories to
work in, we only have the sea,” says Mardy Mon-
tano, leader of a fishermgn s orgamzatlon. —
—STORY BY JHESSET O. ENANO' ._‘ Aﬁ

-
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By Jhesset O. Enano
@JhessetEnanolNQ
1

PUERTO PRINCESA CITY—
‘With their husbands out fishing,
in the open sea, the women in
the coastal town of Quezon in
Palawan province also prepare
for a full day ahead.

They congregate on the
beach, take their slippers off,
and keep their hands busy at the
seaside structure that houses’
their prized crop: dried seaweed.

The women of Barangay
Isugod, nearly 200 kilometers
south of Puerto Princesa City,
have risen to the challenge to
lead an organization of fisher-
men in their community.

Calling themselves the Cher-
ish Fisherfolks Association, the
women are bonded by the re-
solve to stay afloat against the
fierce tide of job insecurity and
climate change. :

For the past few years, sea-
weed farming has provided
them a path out of hunger and
poverty, especially for the
women who now share the role
as their families’ breadwinners.

“Unlike in cities where there
are permanent jobs or factories
to work in, we only have the sea,”
said Mardy Montano, the associ-
ation president. “When a storm
hits our community, our cooking
pots are also hit hard. When their
fathers don’t return with good
catch, our children suffer.”

When not attending to their
seaweed, the women occupy
themselves with activities inside

and beyond their homes. Besides
raising children and supporting
their families, they also arrange
meetings, attend seminars or
learn from trainings on how to be
better farmers or entrepreneurs.

BFAR project
Seaweed was introduced to

‘the coastal community facing
‘the West Philippine Sea by the

Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources in the late 1990s.
When its price doubled in

the market due to higher de-
mand in the early 2000s, fisher-

men who had relied mainly on
their nets saw its potential as an
alternative livelihood. = ' i

“Seaweed farms somewhat
became the fishermen’s part-
time job, which they tended to

‘ before heading out to fish,”

Montano said.

Today, while men still pri-
marily dive into the waters to
cultivate their seaweed farms,

women have taken an active

role in harvesting, drying and
selling their crop, which is used
both as food and as an ingredi-

. ent in desserts medlcmes and

cosmetics.

A line of fresh seaweed can
weigh as much as 100 kilos, but
isreduced to 25 to 30 kilos when
dried. :

i But dried -seaweeds sell
much higher than fresh ones,
reaching up to P85 per kilo. One

line can sell up to P2,500 each, .

providing extra income for a
mother to send her children to
school, buy amotorized boat for

ishers’ wives earn
at seaweed farms

MORE THAN SEAWEEDS Reginaliza Gimotea considers sea\ﬁeed

s,

farming in Quezon town, Palawan province, not just an additional -
source of income but also a time forbonding among famlly
members engaged in the community. project. —JHESSET 0.ENANO |

fishing, and even acquire a tele-
vision and a satellite dish for
her home.

Climate change challenge
While riot as labor intensive
as fishing, seaweed farmers are

also at the mercy of the ocean
.and its temperaments. With ris-

ing temperatures and increas-

ingly unpredictable weather,

the changing climate also poses
a threat to their community.

In the five years that she has
been cultivating seaweed, Regi-
naliza Gimotea has seen how
the hotter temperatures heavily
affected their farms.

“The seaweed fare much
better when the temperature is
cooler and the waves are big-
ger,” she said. When the warm
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weather lingers, our profit is

scarce and debts become more
; much cleaner and have better

frequent.”

Changes in ocean tempera-

ture, light intensity and salinity

can cause seaweeds to suffer

from ice-ice, a disease that in-

duces whitening and hardening

 of its tissues and ultimately, ad-

versely affects the farmers crop
yield.
But even in warmer temper-

- atures, ‘work never stops for the
farmers, who instead use the

lean months to prepare cuttings
for the next crop season from
June to March.

Family bondmg

Despite the challenges, sea'-“
weed farming remains a viable

option for livelihood for house-

holds here in Quezon, which the

women also consider as a bond-
ing opportunity for their fammes :
Husbands (and sometimes, the
wives whoe can swim) go out to
sea to cultivate and harvest,
while the women and children .
take charge of drying and seumg.

~ When the weather is favor-

able, particularly during the

rainy months, each family can

earn almost P15,000 every 45
days to three months.

- Their work has also recently
become lighter following the
donation of two seaweed driers
to the association by the deveb-

opment organization Lutheran"
World Relief—one by the sea-

side and another floating near
the farms, which shortened the

_ drying period from almost a.

week to two to three days.
“Our products now are

quality,” Montano said.

The benefits of seaweed

farmmg in Quezon town have

gone beyond providing profit,
but also changed behaviors in .
the community, according to.
the USAID Protect Wildlife pro-
ject, which provided technical

support for the association.

Monitoring the seas
As their farms became nurs-

eries for lobsters, krills and an-

chovies and grazing areas for

marine turtles and dugong, the -

fishermen here have actively

participated in monitoring the

seas against illegal, unregulated
and unreported fishing. 58
- At present, the association'’s.

members have buyers in Que-
“ zon town, who then transport.
the dried seaweeds to a consol-
idator in Puerto Princesa City,
before these are distributed to -
food companies and factories

elsewhere

- Their situation now allows

‘fo‘r faster cash, Montano said,
but the women leaders dream

' that they, too, would have the °
opportunity to-sell their goods

directly, preferably at a higher

price.
But those dreams would

have to be taken a day at a time.
This- month, as they face the

new crop season, the women of

- Cherish hope that the tides, lit-
erally and figuratively, will turn .

in their favor. INQ

/v

-
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By CA1 U. ORDINARIO
¥ @caiordinario

HE quality of the Philippines’s
agriculture data will improve with
the use of area frame sampling and

remote sensing, according to experts from
the Asian Development Bank (ADB).

In an Asian Development Blog, ADB
Economic Research and Regional Coop-
eration Department Associate Statistics
Officer Pamela Lapitan and Consultant
Anna Christine Durante said better sta-
tistics are crucial not only for production
but also preparing for extreme weather
conditions and climate change.

However, the two experts lamented
that the lack of technical ~apacity in the
Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) pre-
vents the country from tapping into the
opportunities presented by both methods.

“So, what’s keeping the Philippines
and Vietnam from using these tmeth-
ods? One reason is the lack of technical

capacity in government statistical ser-
vice. The development of the area frame
sampling method is a major task that
requires investment of technical capa-
bilities and other resources,” Lapitan
and Durante said. :

“Substantial work is still needed to
strengthen the statistical systems and
improve the methodologies needed for the
use of area frame sampling and remote
sensing,” they added.

Lapitan and Durante said area frame
sampling is a data collection method that
involves the process of segregated landinto
defined areas while remote sensing often
involve global positioning systems (GPS),

Experts: Agri data ‘crucial’
amid climate ch
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aswellas satellites to gather information.

The authors said remote sensing is
considered highly effective due to its
versatility, completeness of coverage and
accuracy.

They said a recent study showed that
areaframe sampling methodology signifi-
cantly improved the level of precision of
paddy rice statistics.

This is an advantage, Lapitan and
Durante said, compared to existing ad-
ministrative data collection in most
countries. Methods that produce precise

resultsarenotusually publiclyavailable '

while other data collected may even be
politically motivated.

“The advances in remote sensing
technology hold promise for the de-
velopment of a complete and updated
area frame sampling procedure. While
remote sensing served as a prime con-
tributor to thelocalization and geocod-
ing of sampling units, these advantages
are yet to be fully utilized for statisti-
cal purposes and ultimately, for policy-
making,” Lapitan and Durante said,

In March, the BUSINESSMIRROR pub-
lisheda Broader Look piece titled “Fuzzy
PH agriculture data leads to glut, con-
fused farm sector” which highlighted the

challenges in collecting agriculture data.

In an interview, University of Asia and
the Pacific's Center for Food and Agri Busi-
ness Executive Director Rolando T. Dy
urged the government to adopt modern
technologies such as drones and satellite
images to collect and validate data.

The use of such equipment, he add-
ed, would reduce errors committed by
humans in statistical work as they pro-
vide opportunities for cross-checking
manually gathered data.

Philippine Institute for Development
Studies Senior Research Fellow Roeh-

lano M. Briones also told the BUSINESS-
MIRROR that experience and technology
are also factors that can spell the dif-
ference between good and bad statis-
tics. He said the PSA had to go through
years and decades before reaching a
certain standard in data collection and
processing efforts.

Headded thatwhile the PSAhasbecome
an independent agency capable of under-
taking the task of collecting and process-
ing quality data, there are other practices
done by countries that are helping them
come up with the data they require.
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