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By Rio N. Araja

HE Department of Environment and Natural Resources on
~ Thursday warned “negligent” outgoing local executives were
not yet off the hook over failure to revoke mayor’s permit of
violating establishments in El Nido, Palawan.

“There are only a minimal number of
Jocal government units who followed the
instruction to temporarily revoke the may-
or’s permit of violators, that’s why there is
a need to show some force on irresponsible
local executives,” Undersecretary for Solid

“Waste Management and Local Government

Units Concerns Benny Antiporda said.

The DENR earlier issued cease-and-de-
sist orders to 10 hotels and restaurants found
polluting Bacuit Bay in El Nido, one of
the country’s tourism hotspots undergoing

“We’re expecting full support coming
from our local government once we have
submitted our lists of violators in their
respective areas. We expect them to act
by temporarily suspending the mayor’s
permit so as to prevent the wastewater
discharge from contaminating our water-
ways,” Antiporda said.

- A week ago, DENR’s Region 4B is-
sued cease-and-desist orders to El Nido
Sea Shell Resorts and Hotel, Doublegem
Beach Resort and Hotel, Buko Beach Re-
sort, Panorama Resort (Mangonana Inc.),
Four Seasons Seaview Hotel, Stunning
Republic Beach Resort, Sava Beach Bar/
Sava Nest Egg Inc., El Nido Beach Hotel,
and The Nest El Nido Resorts and Spa Inc.
for violation of the Clean Water Act.

' The enforcement of the Clean Wa-
ter Act applies not only on the estab-

lishments in Palawan, but on other

local government.

Island, Aklan and Manila Bay.

“There are only a minimal number of
local government unit$ who followed the
instruction to temporarily revoke the
mayor’s permit of violators, that’s why
there is a need to show some force on irresponsi-
ble local executives,” Antiporda said.

The response of local governments to
temporarily suspend the mayor’s permit of
erring establishments in their respective po-
litical jurisdiction once the DENR has sub-
mitted its lists of violators is crucial to pre-

_massive rehabilitation along with Boracay vent further contamination of waterways.

PR = -

establishments nationwide.
Antiporda called on the local government

units to act immediately on establishments

issued with cease-and-desist orders by the

DENR by temporarily canceling their per-
mits to compel them comply with environ-.

mental laws and avoid further degradation
of the environment. :
~ “If the outgoing officials still have the
chance to prove their worth to their con-
stituents before they leave, then they should
‘doiLOﬂlexwise,wewﬂ]ﬁlecasesa@inst
them if they have neglected their duty to
enforce environmental laws,” he said.
According to Antiporda, once the estab-
lishments are found discharging wastewater
not in accordance with prescribed standards,
he said both the sources of water and of the
discharge will be sealed, but said this can-
1ot be done without the action from the
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“Antiporda warns execs who failed
to implement environment laws

| By CORY
MARTINEZ

YOU are not yet “off
the hook!”

Thus Benny =Ant1por-
da, Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural
Resources (DENR) un-

'%?rsecli&tary for Soh&l
aste Management an
Local Government Units

Concerns, warned out-

goin local executives
who have failed to im-
plement the environ-
mental laws. -
Antiporda issued the
warning after issuing
cease-and-desist orders

(ChSsun oe :‘establlshments in their

tels and restaurants
found polluting Bacuit

‘B 1-Nido, Pala-
|y PlNide, Raje;

El Nido is one of the
country’s tourism hot
spots undergoing mas-
sive rehabilitation along

with Boracay and Mamla
Bay.

“There are onl
minimal number of ocal
fuvernment units who
ollowed the instruction
to temporarily revoke

of vi-

the mayor’s

olators, that’s why there
is a need to show some
force on 1rraspon81ble
local executives,” Anti-
porda said. ‘
- Antiporda stressed
that the response of lo-
cal government to tem-
porarily suspend the

permit of erring

respective political juris-
diction once the DENR
Was submitted i

violators is crucial to
prevent further contam-
ination of waterwayﬂ
“We're expecting full

support coming from our
local government once
we have submitted our
lists of violators in their
_respective areas. We ex-

‘pect them to act by tem- an
the

porarily suspen

nmyor’ar péinmf.' 80 as to

revent the wastewater

from contami-

nating our waterways,”
Antiporda said.

- Last week, the DENR-
Region 4B issued CDOs
to El Nido Sea Shell
Resorts and Hotel in B
Buena Suerte; Double-

em Beach Resort and
otel, Buko Beach Re-
sort, Panorama Resort
(Mangonana Inc.), Four

lists of Seasons’ Seaview Hotel,

Antiporda :

_ ; ng Repubhc

[ ' Resort, in Brgy.
Corong-corong; and Sava
Beach Bar/Sava Nest
l{‘fg Inc., El Nido Beach

otel, and The Nest El
Nido Resorts and Spa,
Inc. in . M a for
violation of tha Clean
Water Act.

Antxpordn clarified,
however, that the en-
forcement of the Clean
Water Act applies not
only on fthe establish-
ments in Palawan, but in
all parts ‘of the ‘country!
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MPIC joins Manila

Bay rehab program

MAYNILAD Water Services Inc.
and Metro Pacific Investments
Corp. (MPIC) signed a memoran-
dum of understanding (MOU)
with the Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources
(DENR) for the Adopt-an-Estero
Program under the Manila Bay
Rehabilitation Program.

The partnership, valid and ef-
fective for five years, was brought
about by President Duterte’s call
for the need to launch integrated
efforts to clean and rehabilitate
Manila Bay as well as the inland
waters that eventually drain into
Manila Bay. MPIC and Maynilad
recognized the deteriorated condi-
tion of most of the water bodies
in Metro Manila and understood
that the communities, even with
government’s help, can no longer
address this issue effectively with-
out help from others.

“MPIC has always been commit-
ted to protecting and preserving
the natural environment, as well as
promoting the health and safety of
the general public,” said Jose Maria
Lim, MPIC president and chief
executive officer. “Upon acknowl-
edging the objective of the DENR
to promote stewardship among
the private sectot, MPIC through
Maynilad is set on assisting govern-
ment agencies in improving water
quality parameters of the country’s
water bodies.”

Apart from Maynilad, other
MPIC companies namely Meralco,
Metro Pacific Tollways Corp. ,
Metro Pacific Hospital Holdings
Inc. and Light Rail Manila Corp.
() will also be involved in adopting
the assigned esteros.

To support the government’s
efforts at environmental im-
provement MPIC will be adopt-

ing and testoring the following
creeks (esteros) as stated in the
MOU: Estero de Vitas, Estero
de San Lazaro, Estero de Ka-
bulusan, Estero de Magdalena,
Estero de Binondo, Estero dela
Reina, Estero de Sampaloc, Es-
tero de San Sebastian, Estero de
San Miguel, Estero de Valencia,
Estero de Quiapo, Estero de
Uli-Uli, Estero de Paco, Estero
de Pandacan, Estero de Tanque,

. Estero de Balete, Estero de

Provisor, Estero de Concordia,
Estero de Sunog Apog, and Es-
tero de San Antonio Abad. The
corporation will work in close
coordination with the DENR,
local government units, other
concerned government agen-
cies, and stakeholders in im-
plementing the recommended
interventions. B

MPIC will also support the

clean-up of the adopted esteros
by providing logistical support
and assisting in mobilizing neigh-
boring schools and communities
to participate. In addition, May-
nilad will fast track some of the
wastewater plans and programs
under their existing business plan
which include rehabilitation of
sewer lines, intensify efforts to
connect domestic, including non-
domestic customers to the exist-
ing sewage netwotk, install col-
lector pipes at easements cleared
by the Pasig River Rehabilitation:
Commission , accelerate sewer-
age coverage and conduct infor- -
mation and education campaigns
relating to wastewater treatment

Lim (right) and DENR Secretary Roy Cimatu shake hands after the signing of the
and disposal, MOU. ; ‘

MPIC, Maymlad and thc
DENR recognize that the con-
certed efforts of both the public
and private sectors to clean Manila

Bay’s riverine tributaries will have cnvu'onmental sustalnablhty, and
beneficial effects on the health and  allow for flexibility in a climate of
well-being of the public, promote  global warming,
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" LEAVE LANDSLIDEPRONE
VILLAGES, AETAS TOLD

By Tonette Orejas
@ttorejasINQ

CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—
Some 260 Aeta families have been
advised to permanently move

out of harm'’s way as the Mines

and Geosciences Bureau (MGB)

of Volcanology and Seismology

conducted hazards assessments

following the April 22 temblor.
Porac Mayor Condralito dela

Cruz said 110 Aeta families from
‘Barangay Diaz had moved to

Barangay Babo Pangulo and

 then to Sitio Pangaralan there,

tagged their villages as prone to  about 3 kilometers away.
landslides after the 6.1-magni- “They refused to return to
tude earthquake on April 22. Diaz. They claimed seeing a

Noel Lacadin, chief geologist
of MGB in Central Luzon, rec-
ommended that Sitio Tagak at
Barangay Nabuklod in Florid-
ablanca town and Barangay Diaz
in Porac town be considered “no
habitation zone.”

“Severe ground shaking oc-

curred [in the villages],” Lacadin
told the Inqulrer on Wednesday..

Hazards assessment

Both villages are within the
1o-Kilometer radius of Mt. Pi-
natubo, which last erupted on
June 15, 1991 after a strong
earthquake in July 1990.

Lacadin said he issued a
landslide threat advisory to the
local governments after the
MGB and the Philippine Institute

QUAKE DAMAGE An Aeta
resident in Floridablanca, /
Pampanga, checks his house
after it crumbled when a 6.1-
magnitude earthquake struck

in April. —GRIG C. MONTEGRANDE

family buried by the landslide,”
De la Cruz said.

Lacadin said cracks already -

formed on the only road in
Barangay Diaz. The 150 Aeta
families in Tagak refused to
leave their village, opting to

build sheds as they awaited re--
location, accordmg to Roberto
' Delgado, head of the local disas-

ter risk reduction and manage-
ment office.
A signboard has been put up

in Tagak to remind the indige-
~nous folk that the place is highly

prone tolandslides, Delgado said.

Evacuation assistance

The Philippine Air Force at
Basa Air Base in Barangay San

Jose is on standby for evacua—
tion assistance.

~ The p,rovmc:al government
has negotiated to buy a
28,000-square-meter land as a

-relocation site for the dis-

placed Aetas, according to An-
gelina Blanco, executive offi-
cer of the Pampanga Disaster
Risk Reduction and Manage-
ment Office.

The Aetas of Mt. Pinatubo

‘used to ‘roam the Zambales

mountain  range, changing
abode after a death, illness or
bad luck in the family or clan.
Lacadin confirmed that
damming or ponding of water
has occurred at a tributary of
the Porac- -Gumain River on the
side of San Marcelino town in
Zambales province. The water
could flow toward Florid-
ablanca should it burst open.
INQ :
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le only by motorcycles and carabaos. Theu
ke hit the province last month. ~PHOTO COURTESY OF MGE CENTRALLUZON

azin Porac, Pampanga, is accessibl
living there after a strong ea rthqua

e 2 L =
DANGEROUS PATH The road leading to Barangay Di
officials to recommend the relocation of Aeta families
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MAGANDANG balita.
Ang Metro Pacific In-
vestments Corporation
(MPIC) at ang Mayni-
lad Water Services ay
igay suporta sa
" paglilinis at rehabili-
tasyon ng Manila Bay
sa pamamagitan ng
‘Adopt-an Estero Pro-
gram’.
Nagpumahan ang
dalawang malalaking

- kompanya at ang De-

partment of Environ-
ment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR) ng

isang kasunduan upang

tumulong sa paglilinis
ng mga estero sa May-
nila na sumasangay
ang .daloy ng tubig
papalabas ng Manila
Bay. Ang nasabing ka-
sunduan ay tatagal ng
limang taon.

Ayon sa MPIC, kasa— ;

ma na sa kanilang corpo-
rate social responsibility
o CSR ang protektahan
at pangalagaan ang at-
ing Kalikasan. Kasama
na rito ang pagtulak ng
maayos na kalusugan at
kaligtasan ng ating li-
punan. Kaya naman ang
nasabing kasund
magbibigay ng %g
na lakas sa pr ng
ating pamahalaan sa re-
habilitasyon ng- Manlla
Bay.

“Sa totoo lang, mala—
kmg bagay ang suporta
ng pribadong sektor sa
mga ganitong hakbang.

Ilang dekada na ang na-
kalipas at ang mga estero
natin ay patuloy na nag-
ing tambakan ng basura
ng mga nakatira sa mga
gilid nito.

Ang lokal ng pama-

halaan, katulong ang
Metro© Manila  De-
velopment  Authority

(MMDA), ay regular na
“taon-taon na naglilinis ng
ating mga estero at kanal
‘bilang Ppag-agap ng baha
pagdating ng tag-ulan,
Subalit taon-taon din,

~ METRO PAGIFIC IN
~ AT MAYNILAD $

INVE! '!n'!rﬂ EN 1S Gllné

- PAGLILINIS NG MANILA BAY T

- ang mga residente sa tabi

ng estero ay patuloy ang
pagtatapon ng basura.
Marahil nasa isip nila ay
nandiyan ang ating go-
byerno upang linisin ito.
Haaaay. Anong klaseng
pag-iisip naman ito?
Umaasa ako na ang
MPIC at ang Mayni-
lad ay makatutulong
din sa pamamagitan ng
pagbigay-edukasyon sa
mga residente sa mga
masasamang asal na ga-
wain tulad ng pagtata
ng basura sa ating
estero.

Si dating DENR Sec.

Gina Lopez ay inumpi-

sahan ang rehabilitasyon
ng ilang estero sa May-

nila. Ang mga iba na da-

ting tambakan ng basura
ay nagawa niyang isang
maganda at maaliwalas
na parke na maaaring

pasyalan ng mga resi-

dente roon.
Sana ay kasama ito

- sa plano ng MPIC at

Maynilad. Sa ilalim ng
kasunduan ng MPIC

at DENR, aayusin nila
- ang mga sumusunod na

estero: Estero de Vitas,

Estero de San Lazaro,
Estero de Kabulusan,
Estero de Magdalena,
‘Estero de Binondo, Es-
tero dela Reina, Estero
de Sampaloc, Estero de
San Sebastian, Estero
de San Miguel, Estero
de Valencia, Estero de
Quiapo, Estero de Uli-
Uli, Estero de Paco, Es-
tero de Pandacan, Estero
de Tanque, Estero de
Balete, Estero de Provi-
.sor, Estero de Concor-
dia, Estero de Sunog
Apog, at Estero de San
Antonio Abad.
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Palace rejects

Canada timeline
for trash return

By Julie M. Aurelio
@JMAurelioINQ

Malacanang on Thursday re-
jected Canada’s offer to take
back “by the end of June” the
tons of trash it illegally shipped
to the country years ago and
said the Philippines could not
wait that long.

Presidential spokesperson
Salvador Panelo said he did not
expect President Duterte to
agree to Canada’s gesture.

“They said [the removal of
the trash] will take until the
end of June. The President will
not agree to that. I understand
from [Finance] Secretary [Car-
los] Dominguez that it will be
sent back [to Canada] soon,”
Panelo said at a press briefing.

“I don't know how [soon]. It
could be this week or [the]
week after. Definitely, not [by]
the end of June. We don’t want
that, that's too long,” he added.

The Palace reacted to the
statement of Canadian Envi-
ronment Minister Catherine
McKenna that Ottawa would
take back the garbage “by the
end of June.”

McKenna said the Canadian .

government had awarded a
contract to French shipping gi-
ant Bollore Logistics for the re-
turn of 69 containers filled
with electronic and household
waste, including plastic bottles

and bags, newspapers and dia-

pers.

Two containers were im-
pounded at Manila Interna-
tional Container = Terminal
while the rest were moved to a
secluded yard at Subic Bay In-
ternational Terminal Corp., ac-
cording to the Bureau of Cus-
toms. ;

McKenna said the company
would begin preparation for
the shipping in the coming
days as the waste must be safe-

ly treated to meet Canadian

safety and health require-

ments.

‘Inordinate delay’

On Wednesday, Panelo said
Mr. Duterte had ordered offi-
cials to ship back the trash to
Canada immediately even if
the Philippines shouldered the
cost. .

He said the President was
“so upset” about Ottawa’s “in-
ordinate delay” in taking back
the trash and ordered the hir-
ing of a private shipping com-
pany to return the trash to
Canadian territory.

“If Canada will not accept
[its] trash, we will leave the
same within its territorial wa-
ters or 12 nautical miles (22.2
kilometers) out to sea from the
baseline of any of [its] coun-
try’s shores,” Panelo said.

Foreign Secretary Teodoro
Locsin Jr. last week recalled the

Philippine ambassador and .

consuls in Canada over Ot-
tawa's failure to comply with
Mr. Duterte’s May 15 deadline
to take back the garbage.

The President also warned
that Manila may cut diplomatic
ties with Canada.

Offer deemed too late

Aileen Lucero, national co-
ordinator of EcoWaste Coali-
tion, said Canada’s latest offer
was “way too late for the un-
wanted garbage to leave our
land.”

The environmental group
has been at the forefront of
protests demanding that Cana-
da take back the trash.

Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau on Wednesday

said Ottawa was working with

Philippine officials to resolve
the problem and hoped to
strike. a resolution quickly,
though he gave no time frame.

“This is a situation that is
unacceptable and has gone on
too long,” Trudeau said.

McKenna said the Canadian
government would hold the re-
sponsible parties to account, in-
cluding the company that ex-

_ported the garbage to the
Philippines. She identified the
exporter as Chronic Inc., a com-
pany based in Whitby, Ontario.

‘As quickly as we can’

Canadian Foreign Affairs
Minister Chrystia Freeland on
Wednesday said she spoke
with Locsin last week to reiter-
ate “Canada’s firm commit-
ment” to promptly repatrlate
the waste.

“I think we have takena bxg ;

step with the announcement
today and we are moving as
quickly as we can, bearing in
mind the need to take due care
to get this resolved once and
for all,” Freeland said.

A total of 103 containers of
Canadian trash arrived in the
Philippines in batches in 2013
and 2014. The contents of 34
containers were later emptied
in a landfill in Capas, Tarlac
province.

Also on Thursday, Panelo
said the Palace was “offended”
after seven containers of
shredded municipal waste im-
ported from Australia were in-
tercepted by the customs bu-
reau in Tagoloan, Misamis Ori-
ental. (See related story in Re-
gions, Page A14.)

“We are offended by that.
‘We will not allow it. We'll send
them back,” Panelo said.

According to customs offi-
cials at Mindanao Container
Terminal, Holcim Philippines

Inc. was the consignee of the

shipment. —WITH REPORTS FROM
JEROME ANING, TONETTE OREJAS,
<DANNA ROSE AGLIBOT, TINA G.SAN-
TOSAND AP INQ ;
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Canada to remove

garbage in June

By ROY.C. MABASA and GENALYN D. KABILING

Canada will complete the removal of
the tons of garbage it shipped to Manila six
years ago and safely send it back to its port
by the end of June, the Ministry of Environ-
ment and Climate Change in Ottawa said in
a statement on Thursday.

“The removal will be complete by the
end of June, as the waste must be safely

Canada to remove...

nadian government agency said.

The decision to ship back the waste
to its shores was made after Minister of
Environment and Climate Change Cath-

erine McKenna announced that her gov-

ernment awarded a contract to Bolloré
Logistics Canada to safely bring the waste
back to Canada “as soon as possible.”

Accordingly, Bolloré Logistics Canada
will begin preparation for the shipping
procedure in the coming days.

The Canadian government further
said it maintains ongping discussions
with the government of the Philippines to
ensure apositive outcome to this issuein

a timely fashion. :
’ Last week, Canadian Minister of
Foreign Affairs Chrystia Freeland spoke
with Foreign Affairs, Teodoro Locsin,
Jr, to reiterate Canada’s firm commit-
ment to promptly repatriate the waste
to Canada.

The conversation between the two of-
ficials came shortly after Canada missed
the May 15 deadline set by President
Rodrigo Duterte for Ottawa to ship back
the tons of garbage itillegally exported by
tranches from 2013 to 2014.

While the export of such material
was allowed under Canadian regulations
at the time, the import of mixed plastics
and household waste is prohibited under
Philippines regulations.

In 2016, a Philippine court ordered
the importers to ship the containers back
to Canada at their expense. The local
importer, however, did not comply with
the court order and has since ceased to
operate.

The garbage issue has created a dip-
lomatic spat between Manila and Ottawa
and led to the Philippine government
recalling its top diplomats in Canada last
month in protest of Canada’s failure to
meet the deadline.

treated to meet Canadian safety and health
requirements. The safe and environmen-
tally sound disposal in Canada of the waste
material will take place before the end of
summer 2019. The costs associated with $

the preparation, transfer, shipment, and

41

Despite the unprecedented recall of
the Philippine ambassador and several
other consuls in Canada, the government
in Ottawa emphasized that it values its
deep and longstanding relationship with
Manila and will continue to work “to en-
sure a swift resolution to this important
issue of promptly repatriating waste ex-
ported to the Philippines by a Canadian
company.”

“Canada values its deep and long-
standing relationship with the Philippines
and has been working closely with Filipino
authorities to find a solution that is mu-
tually acceptable. Canada is pleased to
announce that it has awarded a contract
to bring the waste back promptly and
to ensure its safe and environmentally
sound disposal. Canada has amended its
regulations to prevent this from happen-
ing again and is looking at ways to hold the
responsible parties to account,” McKenna
said in a statement.

Senate Majority Leader Juan Miguel
Zubiri on Thursday expressed backing for
President Duterte’s move to ship back to

‘Canada the containers of garhage dumped

in the Philippines six years ago.
"We support the President's move on
sending back the Canadian trash back to

Canada as the Philippinesis not a 'basura-

han.' We are not a trash can where other
nations canjust wantonly violate our envi-
ronmental laws and our sovereignty," the
Senate leader said in a statement.

"As one of the prineipal authors of the
Solid Waste Management Act, I am in full
support of our President in returning the
trash back to Canada and to do the same
for any country who does this to us in the
future," he added.

Several senators have also slammed
Canada for its inaction on the 69 contain-
ers of garbage that have been rotting in
the country for six years.

-

disposal of the waste will be assumed by
the Government of Canada,” the Ca- g

Australia garbage

The government is "offended" by the
reported dumping of garbage from Aus-
tralia and will ask the concerned importer
to bring the trash back to that country.

Presidential spokesman Salvador
Panelo said the government would not
allow the country to be a dumping site of
foreign garbage.

"It will be offensive to this govern-
ment to be [a] recipient of trash. We
are offended by that. We'will not allow
it. We will send them back," Panelo said
during a Palace press briefing amid
reports of Australian trash shipped to
the country.

"We will [not] allow ourselves to be a
dumping ground of trash,” he insisted.

Reports said several containers
of garbage from Australia have been
recently shipped to the country. The
containers, reportedly filled with shred-
ded municipal waste, were reportedly
put on hold at the Mindanao Container
Terminal in Misamis Oriental.

A cement company reportedly de-
clared the shipment containing processed
engineered fuel that will be used for
operations.

Panelo said they would ask the private
company to ship back the trash to Austra- |
lia. If the firm misdeclared the shiprhent
to evade customs inspection, he said they
would face prosecution.

"We will tell them to take it back," he
said in Filipino.

"In the first place, I am puzzled how
they entered the country. We should know
if it is garbage or not and immediately
stop it unless they are misdeclared to
evade detection,"he added. “They should
be prosecuted,” he said if the importer
committed misdeclaration of shipment.

If there are other foreign imports
shipped to the country, Panelo said the
government will have the “same proce-
dure, same stance” to send them back.
(With Vanne Elaine P Terrazola)
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Phl losing
patience
on Canada

- garbage

By CHRISTINA MENDEZ
and EVELYN MACAIRAN -

Malacafiang maintained
yesterday it has lost patience
with Canada and rejected
anew Ottawa'’s assurance that
it would get back the tons of
garbage dumped in the coun-
try several years ago.

~ And while the issue on
trash from Canada remains
unresolved, garbage from
South Korea and Hong Kong
also came into the country and

would have to be shipped out..

Presidential spokesman
Salvador Panelo dismissed the
announcement of Canadian
Minister of Environment and
Climate Change Catherine
McKenna that Ottawa award-
ed a contract to Bolloré Logis-
tics Canada to safely bring the
waste back to Canada as soon
as possible.

“Hindi ba ang sabi nila
(Didn’t they say) it will take
about end of June pa,” Panelo
noted. “The President will not
agree to that. And I under-
stand from Secretary (Carlos)
Dominguez... that the trash
will be sent back the soonest.”

. He said Manila would push
through with its plan to tap a
private contractor to do the job.
On Wednesday, Panelo had
warned that the government
might just dump the trash on
Canadian shores.

~ According to McKenna,
Bre&aration for the shipping
of the garbage will begin in

7 Turn to Page 11

Bl v

the coming days and “the
removal will be complete by
the end of June, as the waste
must be safely treated to meet
Canadian safety and health
requirements.” Tt
McKenna said the costs as-
sociated with the preparation,
transfer, shipment and dispos-
al of the waste will be assumed
by the Canadian government.
“Canada valuesits deep and
longstanding relationship with
the Philippines and continues
to work with that country to
ensure a swift resolution to this
important issue of promptly
repatriating waste exported to
the Philippines by a Canadian
company,” the statement said.
Foreign Affairs Minister
Chrystia Freeland said the
two countries have a deep
and valued relationship un-
derpinned by the hundreds

of thousands of Canadians of -

Filipino descent. She said the
Filipino-Canadian community
has made huge contributions
to Canada.

In 2016, Canada amended
its regulations to prevent fu-
ture exports of such material
without a permit. Canada is
also looking at ways to hold
the responsible parties to ac-
count. - ;

Panelo said he does not
see Filipinos in Canada get-
ting affected by the spat over
garbage, while Trade Secretary
Ramon Lopez expressed hopes
that the political issues will
not destroy the two countries’
trade relations. :

Trash from South
Korea, Hong Kong

Meanwhile, the Department
of Finance (DOF) said yester-
day South Korea committed
to take back 5,176.9 metric tons
of waste materials illegally
imported into the country by
the Cebu-based Verde Soko
Philippines Industrial Corp.
last year.

In a report to the DOF, Cus-
toms Commissioner Rey Leon-
ardo Guerrero said the South
Korean government is willing
to retrieve the waste should
the importer fail to follow the
order of re-exportation issued
by the Port of Cagayan de Oro.

Guerrero said an initial
batch of the waste materials

.consisting of plastic flakes was
.shipped back to South Korea
_ in January, while 5,176.9 MT

are still stored at the Verde
Soko compound within the

PAGE LOWER
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PHIVIDEC Industrial Au-F
thority premises in Tagoloan,
Misamis Oriental. 3
Bureau of Customs-Mind-
anao International Container
Terminal collector John Simon

‘also said yesterday that one

container van of e-waste ar-
rived from Hong Kong at their
port last February.

Simon said the container
was intended to be a “test
case,” meaning “if one con-
tainer successfully entered the
port, there would be 70 other
containers that would be deliv-
ered to the country.”

~ He said that the e-waste,
such as computer and gadget
parts that are grinded, is the
worst kind of garbage because
itis “hazardous to the people’s
health.”

“When they learned that we
stopped their one container,
they aborted their plan to bring
in 70 other container vans into
the port,” Simon said.

Do it soonest

Panelo said the Philippines
wants the garbage from Can-
ada removed from Philippine
shores soonest and “definitely
not the end of June.”

“Ayaw natin ‘yun. Ang tagal
tagal na masyado (lft’ s too longg,”
Panelo said, noting Duterte is
upset and disappointed.

On Wednesday, Panelo said

the President is not thinkirg
twice on the plan to dump t e
waste on Canada’s shores.

“If Canada will not acce
their trash, we will leave tl =
same within its territori 1
waters or 12 nautical mil:s
out to sea from the baseline of
any of their country’s shores,”
Panelo said.

Asked on the possibility
that Canada might use the Ba-
sel Convention against the
Philippines, Panelo said Ma-
nila is not a signatory to the
agreement aimed at control-
hnﬁ transboundary movement
of hazardous wastes.

But reports said the Phil-
ippines became signatory to
Basel Convention on M 22
1989. It was ratified by Manila
on Oct. 21, 1993 and came into
force on Jan. 19 of the follow-
ing year.

In a hastily called a press
briefing at Malacafiang on
Wednesday afternoon, Panelo
said the expenses for the return
of 69 of the 103 container vans
of garbage from Canada will be
shouldered by the Philippines.

“We do notmind,” he said. —
With Pia Lee-Brago, Rhodina
Villanueva, Mary Grace Padin

\
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‘No deal, Palace rebuffs Canada

._,ny I(rlstlna mlu and Elmer ||. ml : Mr. Duterte, hawever, is not -
: . buying the Canadian pledge Age
A strong nudge from P:emdent Rodrigo ~ the move was “foo late.” '
‘Duterte made the foderal government  The President =« _z4
of Canada announce yesterday that the also directed his®
removal of the exported waste from the nadmlmstranon
 Philippines will be completed by the end Tln'n n pagg 6
of next month LI ;
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 No deal, Palace rebuffs Canada

‘Canada’s Ministry

of Environment and
Climate said a contract
has been awarded to
Bolloré Logistics Canada
to recover the heaps of
trash

From page 1

to halt negotiations with Canada
unless the trash will be picked up
immediately. :

Mr. Duterte’s spokesman
Salvador Panelo said the Palace
is not waiting until the end of
June for the refuse to be picked
up. ;

Canada’s Ministry of
Environment and Climate said
a contract has been awarded
to Bolloré Logistics Canada
to recover the heaps of trash
dumped in the country in batches

| back in 2013 and 2014,

Panelo said the Palace’s
patience had ran out and it is
contracting its own shipping
line to haul the trash back to

' Canada, which will be dumped
in its territorial water if these
are refused.

Canada said the company
tapped to take back the garbage
will comply with “the safe and
environmentally sound disposal”
of the containers that “will take
place before the end of summer
2019.”

Panelo stressed that the
“President will niot allow it,”

“It's been too long already,” he
said in a press briefing.

He bared' that Finance
Secretary Carlos Dominguez
indicated a local private shipping
company will soon transport
the tons of garbage back to
Canada, the cost of which will

_be shouldered by the Philippine
. government.

Soon not June
trash will be sent back

- VTR

end of June,” stated the official:

Last Wednesday, Panelo
announced that Mr. Duterte
is “upset” over Canada’s
“inordinate delay” and “neither
here nor there pronouncements?

"% -J;‘?‘.\ oS {Fahid 15
the soonest, We just.don’t-know . .shipment, and disposal of the
‘how soon, but definitelymiot the < ‘vaste, .

regarding the retrieval of the

cargo sent by a private Canadian
firm to the country several years
ago.

Mr. Duterte, according to
Panelo, lamented how Canada
is “not taking this issue nor
our country seriously” and felt
insulted that it is “treating this
country as a dumpsite,”

Not exactly pleasing

“Canada is pleased to
announce that it has awarded
a contract to bring the waste
back promptly and to ensure its
safe and environmentally sound
disposal,” Catherine McKenna,
Minister of Environment and
Climate Change, said in a
statement, e

“Canada has amended its
regulations to prevent this from
happening again and is looking
at ways to hold the responsible
parties to account,” she said.

According to the official
website of the Canadian
government, the company will
begin preparation for shipping
in the “coming days.”

Trash for treatment

“The removal will be complete

by the end of June, as the waste
must. be safely treated to meet
Canadian safety and health
requirements. The safe and
environmentally sound disposal
in Canada of the waste material
will take place before the end of
summer 2019, it said.

Prior to this announcement,
Malacanang said it is willing to
shoulder the shipping expenses.
As of posting, the Department
of Foreign Affairs has yet to
comment on this development,

Canada said it will shoulder
the costs of preparation, transfer,

W

i

A E) .

Canadian Foreign Affairs
Minister Chrystia Freeland
said she has already spoken
with Foreign Affairs Secretary
Teodoro Locsin Jr. last week, to
reiterate Canada’s commitment
to promptly repatriate the waste.

The trash will be sent
back the soonest. We just
don’t know how soon, but
definitely not the end of
June.

Relations based on trust:

“As I mentioned to their
Foreign Secretary last week,
we are committed to resolving
this issue as quickly as possible,

-Today is an essential step forward

in accomplishing that,” she said.

Both McKenna and Freeland
emphasized that Canada values
its relations with the Philippines.

“Canada values its deep and
longstanding relationship with
the Philippines and has been
working closely with Filipino
authorities to find a solution
that is mutually acceptable,”
McKenna said,

The Palace said its
patience had ran out and
it is contracting its own
shipping line to haul the
trash back to Canada.

Freeland, meanwhile,
highlighted the people-to-people
ties of both nations.

“Canada and the Philippines
have a deep and valued relationship
underpinned by the hundreds of
thousands of Canadians of Filipino
descent. The Filipino-Canadian
community has made huge
contributions to Canada,” she said.

In 2013 and 2014, Canadian
company, Chronic Inc., exported
containers labelled as recyclable
plastics to two importers in the
Philippines. It was found out that
these also contained household
wastes.
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PH wants
Canada
to retrieve
waste soon
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CANADA has hired a shipping
firm to bring back all 69 container
vans of garbage shipped to the
Philippines in 2013 by the end of
June but Malacaflang wants the
retrieval completed soonet.

Chief Presidential Legal Coun-
sel Salvador Panelo said Canada’s
time frame is too long and the

See PH WANTS > Page B2

PH W AN TS “The company willbegin prepara-  deep and long-standing relation- Some of the garbage had been
tion for shipping in the coming days.  ship with the Philippines and has  buried in a landfill in Tarlac.
Philippines would proceed with The removal will be completebythe ~ been working closely with Philip- Panelo the other day said Presi- -
the hiring of a private shipping ' endof June,asthe wastemustbesafely  pine authorities to find a solution  dent Duterte was upset and disap-
company, as ordered by President - treated to meet Canadian safety and  that is mutually acceptable. pointed over the delay in Canada’s
Duterte, to send the garbage to  health requirements,” McKenna said. She said Canada amended its taking back of its garbage after

Canada at the “soonest” time
possible which he said could be
“this week or the week after but
definite(ly) not the end of June.”
Canadian Environment Minister
Catherine McKenna, in a statement,
said Bollare Logistics Canada has
been hired for $1.14 million to
prepare and ship the trash.

“The safe and environmentally-
sound disposal in Canada of the
waste matetial will take place before
the end of summer 2019. The costs
associated with the preparation,
transfer, shipment, and disposal of
the waste will be assumed by the
government of Canada,” she added.

McKenna said Canada values its

regulations in 2016 to prevent export
of waster materials without a permit
and “is looking at ways to hold the
responsible parties to account.”
The 69 container vans of trash
were part of some 100 containers
that were mis-declared as contain-
ing plastic scraps and brought to
the Philippines from 2013 to 2014.

Canada failed to meet the May 15
deadline imposed by the Philippines
He said due to “offending delay,
the President instructed govern-
ment offices to look for a private
shipping company to send the
trash back and leave the shipment
within Canada’s territorial waters if
Canada refuses to accept it.
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Canada to

complete tr,ash

removal by end of June

By ROY C. MABASA

Canada will complete the re-
moval of the tons of garbage it
shipped to Manila six years ago
and safely send it back to its port
by the end of June, the Ministry of
Environment and Climate Change
in Ottawa said yesterday.

“The removal will be complete
by the end of June, as the waste
must be safely treated to meet
Canadian safety and health re-

for the shipping procedure in the
coming days.

The Canadian government
further said it maintains ongoing
discussions with the government
of the Philippines to ensure a
positive outcome to this issue in
a timely fashion.

Last week, Canadian Minister

-of Foreign Affairs Chrystia Free-

land spoke with Foreign Affairs
Secretary Teodoro L. Locsin Jr.
to reiterate Canada’s firm com-

quirements. The safe and ghyl-,@ mitment to promptly repatriate

- ronmentally sound disposal in

Canada of the waste material
will take place before the end
of summer 2019. The t‘:osts as-
sociated with the preparatlon
transfer, shipment, and disposal
of the waste will bé,-‘a'st'lmed by
the Government of Canada,” the

Canadian government agency

said. -
The decision to ship back the
waste to its shores was made
after Minister of Environment
and Climate Change Catherine
McKenna announced that her
government awarded a contract
to Bolloré Logistics Canada to
safely bring the waste back to
Canada "as soon as possible.”
Accordingly, Bolloré Logistics
Canada will begin preparation

the waste to Canada.

The conversation between the
two officials came shortly after
Canada missed the May 15 dead-
line set by President Duterte for
Ottawa to ship back the tons of
‘garbage it illegally exported by

“tranches from 2013 to 2014.

- While the export of such mate-

 rial was allowed under Canadian
regulations at the time, the im-

port of mixed plastics and house-
hold waste is -prohibited under
Philippines regulations.

In 2016, a Philippine court
ordered the importers to ship

the containers back to Canada at -
" their expense. The local importer,

however, did-not comply with the
court order and has since then
ceased to operate,

P

The garbage issue has created
a diplomatic spat between Manila
and Ottawa when the Philippine
~government recalled its top
diplomats in Canada last month
in protest of Canada’s failure to
meet Duterte’s deadline.
Despite the unprecedented

recall of the Philippine ambas- |
sador and several other consuls |-

in Canada, the government in
Ottawa emphasized that it val-
ues its deep and longstanding
relationship with Manila and will
continue to work “to ensure a
swift resolution to this important
issue of promptly repatriating

waste exported to the Philippines.

by a Canadian company.”

“Canada values its deep and
longstanding relationship with the
Philippines and has been working
closely with Filipino authorities
to find a solution that is mutually
acceptable. Canada is pleased to
announce that it has awarded a
contract to bring the waste back
promptly and to ensure its safe
and environmentally sound dis-
posal. Canada has amended its
regulations to prevent this from
happening again and is looking
at ways to hold the responsible
parties to account,” McKenna said
in a statement.
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e e amitely ot the end of June. Ayaw natin ‘yun
angf,agalmasyaﬂo,’.Pdnﬁh said.

“The trash will be sent back the soonest. Hindi ko,
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Ni ROY C. MABASA, GENALYN D. KABILING, AT VANNE ELAINE P. TERRAZOLA

Tatapusin ng Canadaang paghakotsa i ni Minister of Environment Sinabi ni Presidential Spokesman

i tnne-mmdanlzggbasumzﬁi:)gmi inadala mte Change Catherine McKenna  Salvador Panelo na kumikilos na an

: saManﬂaanimnataunmangmﬂ{iupasat na iginawad ng kanilang gobyerno ang  pamahalaan para kaagad na maipabali

{ ligtasitong ibabalik sakanyang daungan  kontrata sa Bolloré Logistics Canada para saCanadaangn;Ebasuxa_'_ batay sa

| sa ngHunyo, sinabing Ministry  ligtas na ibalik ang basura sa Canada “as  impormasyonmula kay Finance Sec

! of Environment and Climate sa  soonas possible.” e ~ CarlosDominguezIl.

f Ottawasaisang pahayag kahapon. : Ayon dito, sisimulan ng Bolloré “Sinabi nila it will take about end

| “The removal will be completeby the  Logistics Canada ang. pagha%nanda sa  of June pa. Hindi papayag si Presidente

' end of June, as the waste must be safely  shipping procedure sa mgasusunodna  doon and [ understand from Secretary
treated to meet Canadian safety and heal araw. . : Dominguez that malapitnang padala. The
mquh"iemems. Thesafec:s;lgawi;ot;mmtaﬂy I “Canada vle;lues hilis deep aé'lld trashm]énb:ﬁs::ntbackﬁtesqongt;” aniya
sound disposal in of the waste  Ion ing relationship wi e sa iefingsaPalasyo.
material will take place before the end of -m%d has been working closely Prﬁ\:could};ge&ﬂsweek.or week after.

summer 2019. The costs associated with
ﬂ'}e ation, transfer, shipment, and

th Filipino authorities to find a solution
that is mutually acceptable,” saad sa

Definitely not the end of June. Ayaw natin
g'un ang tagal-tagal masyado ‘yun,”
= :

fthe waste will be assumed by the ni McKenna, gtong niya. .
Governmentof Canada,” saad ng Canadian NGAYONNA! - . Su doni Senate Majority Leader
governmentagency. ; Hindi naman tinanggap ng gobyerno  Juan Miguel Zubiri ang utos ng Pangulo na
- Nabuoangdesisyong ibiyahe pabalik  ng Pilipinas ang alok ng danasa ibiyahepabaliksaCanadaangmga
sa kanilang bansa ang matapos unyo pa aalisin ang mga basuranito. dafu] ang Pilipinas ay hindi “basurahan”.
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Sa isyung basura ~ besetthe soonest The trash will be sent back
the soonest,” sabi ni Presidential Spokesman

m Mem : Salvador Panelo kahapon. -

Ang pahayag ni Panelo ay tugon smabl
“llallﬂglnall nﬂ MaSW ng Environment and Climate )((Zhgnges;a_nada

TINANGGIHAN ng Palasyo ang alok ng Canada (ECCC), na matatapos nila ang pagbabalik sa
na ibalik sa kanilang bansa sa katapusan ng Oftawa ng basura sa katapusan ng Hunyo.
Hunyo ang basurang limang taon nang _Kamakalawa ay sinabi ni Panelo na iniutos
nakatambak sa Filipinas. ni Pangulong Rodrigo Duterte na agad ibalik sa
“They said it will take end of June. The Canada ang mga basura kahit sagot ng
President will not agree with this. | understand Philippine government ang gastos.
from Secretary [Carlos] Dominguez that it will (ROSENOVENARIO)
A e T Ao S R T W ST T T
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Canada gagastusan ng Pinas

Hindi na makapag-
hintay pa ang Malaca-
fiang na hintayin ang
smasabmg ng Ca-
nada para maibalik sa
kanilang bansa ang
tone-toneladang ba-

' sura na dinala sa Pili-
: pmas, kaya uunahan na

ito ng p
Sinabi ni Presiden-

tial Spokesman Salva-

dor Panelo na hindi pa-
payag si Pangulong Ro-
drigo Duterte na pata-
galin pa ang basura ng
Canada kaya isasakay
sa barko ang tone-tone-
ladang basura sa lalong
madaling panahon
para maibalik sa nasa-
bing bansa.

Ayon pa kay Pane-
lo, galit na umano ang

- Pangulo kaya gobyerno

na umano ang kikilos
para maibalik ang ba-
sura ng Canada.
Inaasikaso na ani-
ya ng mga ahensiya ng
pamahalaan ang pag-
sasakay ng mga basura

ng Canada sa barko at

malapit na itong ipada-
la. s

“Ang sabi nila it will
take about end of June
pa. Hindi papayag si

Presidente doon, And
1 understand from Sec-
retary Dominguez that
malapit nang ipada-
la. The trash will be
send back the soonest
per the Usec of—pa-
rang may nag-report sa
kanya na ginagawa na
nila,” ani Panelo.
Kaugnay nito, nag-
labas ng pahang ang
Ministry of Env1ron-
ment and Climate
Change ng Canada na
nag-award na sila ng
contract sa isang pri-
badong kompanya
para hakutin at ibalik
sa kanila ang basurang
itinambak sa Pilipinas.
Iginiit ni Panelo na
matagal pa ang katapu-
san ng Hunyo at ayaw

- ni Pangulong Duterte

na patagalin pa ang na-
‘katambak na basura sa
‘Port of Manila at Port of
Subic.

Matatandaan na
‘higit 100 container ng
basura mula sa Cana-
da ang dinala sa bansa
sa pagitan ng 2013 at
2014, 26 mula sa mga
ito ang binaon na sa
Tarlac landfill. (Aileen
Taliping)
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HEl'm 0 pa hohakutin

buwan pa

malmkuﬂ‘lsieto ng ban-
halmt sa kanilang
“Canada is pleased
to annmmoe that it ]:nas
h t back
waste
P :ndmeusme:ts
safe an

disposal,” ayon sa
sound o
Cathenne McKenna,

nito,
Ayon kay chKenna
nai- azvard 'ng Canadian

ontrata
%ﬂ}:}] i
e asaad. din_sa off-
B panys ang pagbiyahe



| m/ | HE WL i §
UPPER AGE 1 BANNER EDITORIAL  CARTOON j.

STORY STORY 5
PAGE LOWER

24 HAY 2019

DATE

N STRATEGIC
COMMUNICATION

INITIATIVES

i SR—
"-, |—’_ SERVICE
" il

TITLE : PAGE 1/

REGIONS

Australla not toxm'

CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY--—A s!upment of trash‘.

da o, the Bureau of Customs (BOC
i w al said the imported waste mate-.
,‘%me"con‘:ainers had been pro-
ogsed and contained items such as plastic, rubber,
‘wood and paper, which would not pose any ==
p'ubhc hazard. —STORYBY JIGGERJ. JERUSALEM AIM'
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Trash from Australia

not toxic, says BO

Customs exec notes waste materials already processed

By Jigger J. Jerusalem
@ingmindanao

CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY—
Nine container vans that ar-
rived in Misamis Oriental pro-
vince from Australia early this
month did not contain toxic
garbage but processed materi-
‘als that will be used as fuel for a
cement company’s manufactur-
ing plants, the Bureau of Cus-
toms (BOC) said on Thursday.

The contents. of the nine
container vans were declared
by the importer as “processed
engineered fuel” (PEE), said
lawyer Roswald Joseph Pague,
‘BOC deputy customs collector
for Northern Mindanao.

The materials arrived on
May 3 at the Mindanao Contain-
er Terminal (MCT) in Tagoloan,
Misamis Oriental, some 26.9 ki-
lometers from this city.

Municipal waste

Pague allayed fears that the
materials might be hazardous
and were purely garbage, like
the trash from Canada that ar-
rived in 2013 and 2014 in Luzon
and those from South Korea
that was shipped to Misamis
Oriental last year.

He said that the imported PEF

to be used as fuel in cement plants

waste, such as plastic, rubber,
wood and paper, which would
not pose any hazard to the public.

“The evil that we're trying to
avoid—([that] it might cause
seepage to the water tables or
whatever contamination—is to-
tally absent considering that it
will be directly fed to the fur-
nace,” Pague said. -

He was referring to cement
manufacturer Holcim Philip-
pines Inc., a member of the La-
farge Holcim Group, the compa-
ny thatimported the materials,

No objection

- The PEF will be used by Hol-
cim’s cement plants in Davao

and Lugait, Misamis Oriental.
Pague said the regional of-
fice of the Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Re-
sources’ Environmental Man-

agement Bureau (DENR-EMB)

had cleared Holcim to import
PEF for cement manufacturing.

The Singapore-based Re-
sourceCo Asia Pte. Ltd. and
EMB have exchanged letters
that signified the government'’s

-approval of PEF importation,
according to copies of these

letters furnished the Inquirer.
In 2017, ResourceCo sought

EMB’s approval to export PEF

and to supply these to cement

FUEL FROM TRASH
Containers of processed
waste materials from
Australia are stored in an
industrial estate in Tagoloan,
Misamis Oriental, pending
clearance for its release. A
cement manufacturer says it
will use the trash as fuel for
its plants. —CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

manufacturers in the Philippines.

In his letter to EMB, Pavel
Cech, ResourceCo managing di-
rector, said “the cement manu-
facturers in the country have
been continuously exploring
the use of green and alternative
fuels and raw materials for use
in their cement manufacturing
process as part of their sustain-

(TR N A e

ability programs.”
. In an Oct. 30, 2017 letter,
Metodio Turbella, EMB region-

. al director, said his agency had

no objection to the importation
of PEF to be used as alternative
fuel in cement kiln.

In March this year, Turbella

“said the EMB'’s approval of Re-

sourceCo’s bid to export PEF to
the Philippines was “technically *
binding until such time that)
there will be updated legislation
or policy on the importation of |
recyclable materials prohlbmng
the importation of PEF.”

The imported materials are !
stored at the Phividec Industrial !

~ Estate compound in Tagoloan.

The issue about the Aus-
tralian waste reaching the'
Philippines was first raised by
MCT collector John Simon in a '’
television interview on Wed-’
nesday. Simon accused the bro-"
ker of the shipment, the same
one who handled the importa- *
tion of waste from South Korea !
last year, of infraction and!
should be held answerable for!
the entry of the materials. -

But Alan Cuyno, technical’
manager of Holcim Philippines

Inc, said in the same interview~

that what the firm had import-?
ed was “not garbage” but “low-~
grade fuel.” INQ ~

contained items from municipal
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' BOC recommends

seizure warrant vs
Aussie ‘trash shipment’

By EVELYN MACAIRAN

The Bureau of Customs-
Customs Intelligence and In-
vestigation Service (BOC-CIIS)

has recommended the seizure

of nine 40-footer shipping
containers that are suspected
to contain garbage from Aus-
tralia.

In the report submitted by
BOC-Mindanao International
Container Terminal collector
John Simon to the agency’s
head office yesterday, the BOC-
'CIIS said it made the recom-
mendation on the suspicion
that the declared processed
engineering fuel was' “shred-
ded municipal waste.”

The BOC said this might be
in violation of Republic Act
8749 or “An Act Providing for
a Comprehensive Air Pollution
Control Policy and for Other
Purposes” and the Customs
Modernization and Tariff Act
(CMTA).

The shipment, which ar-
rived on board the container
ship Maria Katharina 9175 on
May 7, was consigned to Hol-
cim Philippines Inc.

The shipper was identified
as Cleanway Resources Co.
Ltd. on behalf of Resource Asia
Pte LTD.

The shipment came from
Australia and was intended
to be delivered to the MCT-

' Phividec in Misamis Oriental.

Last May 10, Simon informed
the Department of Environ-

ment and Natural Resources-

Environmental Management
Bureau (DENR-EMB) that they

have placed the shipment on
alert and asked if it was covered
by an import permit. Simon
then asked the agency to con-
duct a waste analysis.

Last May 14, the BOC con-
ducted a spot check on one

of the nine containers with

representatives from Holcim

“and the DENR-EMB present.

Inits report, the DENR-EMB
said “the plastic-wrapped
bales” could be generally de-
scribed as “shredded mu-
nicipal waste” and that closer
examination indicated “pieces
of assorted scrap plastic, cel-
lophane, wrappers, chunks
of hard plastic, textile, fibers,
wood chips, glass cullet,
stones, soil, paper and other
shredded waste materials”
were in the containers.

The DENR-EMB said the

composition appeared “more

of residual waste or items
which could not be readily
recycled or easily removed or
separated for recycling.” The
BOC said they have received
information that municipal
waste is burned by Holcim to
serve as fuel in the process of
making cement. :

“When asked if this process
has clearance with the DENR,
broker representative could
not confirm or deny having
such clearance,” the BOC-CIIS
said.

It also raises more questions
on whether they comply with
the country’s environmental
laws after learning that the
burning is done during night-
time, the BOC-CIIS added.
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PH as garbage dump? Aussies follow

suit after Canada, SoKor

| By Vito Barcelo and.-Rip N. Araja

‘THE Bureau of Customs intercepted
seven container vans of trash from
Australia that were wrongly declared
as processed engineered fuel and

municipal waste in Tagoloan, Mis-
amis Oriental.

At the same time, Canada said that
by June, it would ship back 69 contain-
ers of trash that were illegally shipped
to the Philippines by a private Cana-

dian company in 2013 and 2014—but
President Rodrigo Duterte rejected the
commitment date as too late. @<
On Thursday, a TV news report said
seven container vans with shredded
municipal waste were being held in the

Mindanao Container Terminal. %

BOC collector John Simon said
waste from Australia was consigned to the
Verde Soco Philippines, the same consign-
ee that imported tons of trash from South
. Nextpage

PH.®

From Al

Korea in July and October 2018.

The shipment, abandoned by Verde
Soco, was declared to contain “synthet-
ic flakes.”

Simon said both the broker and the
consignee would be held accountable
for the wrong declaration.

Representatives of Holcim Philip-
pines, a maker of cement, were present
during the inspection of the shipment
and said their company has long been
using PEF instead of coal fuel.

“For us, this is really not garbage.
This is low-grade fuel, this is processed
engineered fuel,” Alan Cuyno, techni-
cal manager of Holcim, said.

Customs officials, however, said the
shipment still included trash.

“Whatever the reason or declaration
they made, the shipment is stillconsidered
garbage and a banned item,” said Joel
Pinawin, supervisor of the Customs Intel-
ligence and Investigation Service-CDO.

The Canadian government vowed to
complete by June this year the repatria-

tion of its tons of trash shipped to the

Philippines in 2013 and 2014.

This came after Ottawa through Min-
ister of Environment and ClimateChange
Catherine McKenna revealed that it has
chosen the company that will be in charge
of bringing the garbage back to Canada.

In a statement, the Canadian govern-
ment said McKenna has awarded a con-
tract to Bollore Logistics Canada.

“Canada is pleased to announce that
it has awarded a contract to bring the
waste back promptly and to ensure its
safe and environmentally sound dispos-
al,” McKenna said. ;

“The company will begin preparation
for the shipping in the coming days,” the
Canadian government said. “The removal
will be complete by the end of June, as the
waste must be safely treated to meet Ca-
nadian safety and health requirements.”

But the Palace rejected the June 30
target as being too late. -

In a Palace press briefing, Presiden-
tial Spokesman Salvador Panelo insist-
ed the Philippine government will ship
the trash back to Canada on its own.

He said the government could not
wait until the end of June, as the repa-
triation has been stalled long enough.

“They said it will take about the end
of June. The President will not accept
that,” Panelo said. B

The Department of Environment and
Natural Resources on Thursday said
the shipment of tons of trash to Canada
must secure a clearance before it could

be sent back through China.

“There is quite a delay (in the ship-
ment) because of some processes,”
Undersecretary for Solid Waste Man-
agement and Local Government Units
Concerns Benny Antiporda said.

“First of all, the trash (shipment) will
have to pass through.. The shipment
from the Philippines cannot just go
straight to Canada. There has to be a
stopover in China,” he said. ;

“We need to secure some clearances
from China also since this has been in the
Basal Convention that a clearance must be
secured to enable the shipment,” he said.

The Basel Convention on the Control
of Transboundary Movements of Haz-
ardous Wastes and Their Disposal or
the Basel Convention is an international
treaty that controls the transboundary
movements of hazardous wastes and
their disposal.
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Palace: PHL to send
back Australian trash

MALACANANG on Thursday said the government wants
the trash recently dumped in Misamis Oriental shipped
back to Australia. i
- Ashipment of trash from Australia was intercepted
recently in Tagoloan, Misamis Oriental, according to
\GMA's 24 Oras exclusive report last Wednesday,
“In a press briefing at the Palace, Presidential
_ Spokesperson Salvador S. Panelo said regarding
the trash from Australia: “It will be offensive to this
government to be a recipient of trash or ‘basura.’ We
are offended by, that. We will not allow it. We'll send
them back.”

According to Mr. Panelo, the government erI order
the private firm responsible for the shipment to send
the garbage back to Australia,

“Ipapabalik natin sa kanila (We will ask them to shlp
[the garbage] back),” he said.

Asked ‘what measures should be taken to avoid the

same incident from happening again, he said the policy
is to send all the trash back to their countries of origin.

“Aba eh di (Of course), as soon as we discover that,
then we will have the same procedure. We'll have the
same stand.”

“We will not allow ourselves to be [a] dumping
‘ground of trash."

On the trash from Canada; Mr. Panelo said it will

 be transported by the Philippine government “soon”
despite the Canadian government'’s announcement that
it has hired a private firm for the shipment.

“Sabi nifa (They said) it will take about end of June
pa. Hindi papayag si Presidente roon (The President
will not allow that). And | understand from [Finance]

- Secretary [Carlos G.] Dominguez [IlI] that malapit nang
jpadala (the trash will be shipped back soon) Mr.
Panelo said. — Arjay L. Balinbin
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CAGAYAN DE ORO
CITY—Nine container
vans that arrived in Mis-
amis Oriental province
from Australia early this
month did not contain
toxic garbage but pro-
cessed materials that will
be used as fuel for a ce-
ment company’s manu-
facturing plants, the Bu-
reau of Customs (BOC)
said on Thursday.

The contents of the
nine container vans were
declared by the importer
as “processed engineered
fuel” (PEF), said lawyer

Roswald Joseph Pague,

BOC deputy customs col-
lector for Northern Min-
danao. .

The materials arrived
on May 3 at the Mindanao
Container Terminal
(MCT) in Tagoloan, Mis-
amis Oriental, some 26.9

kilometers from this city.

Pague allayed fears

that the materials might

be hazardous and were
purely garbage, like the
trash from Canada that
arrived in 2013 and 2014
in Luzon and those from
South Korea that was
shipped to Misamis Ori-
ental last year.

———

om Australia no

He said that the im-
ported PEF contaimed
items from municipal
waste, such as plastic,
rubber, wood and paper,
which would not pose any

hazard to the public.

“The evil that we're try-

_ing to avoid—([that] it

might cause seepage to the

‘water tables or whatever

contamination—is totally
absent considering that it
will be directly fed to the
furnace;” Pague said.

He was referring to ce-
ment manufacturer Hol-*
cim Philippines Inc., a
member of the Lafarge

: toxi

Holcim Group, the com-

e

pany that imported the
materials.

The PEF will be used
by Holcim'’s cement plants
ifi Davao and Lugait, Mis-
amis Oriental.

~ Pague said the region-

" al office of the Depart-

ment of Environment
and Natural Resources’

_ Environmental Manage-

ment Bureau (DENR-
EMB) had cleared Hol-
cim to import PEF for ce-

ment manufacturing.
The issue about the

Australian waste reaching
the Philippines was first

C, says

T y———

Y
i

DC

raised by ‘collector
John Simon in a televi-
sion interview on May 22.
Simon accused the broker
of the shipment, the same
one who handled the im-
portation of waste from
South Korea last year, of
infraction and should be
held answerable for the
entry of the materials.
But Alan Cuyno, tech-
nical manager of Holcim

- Philippines Inc., said in
_the same interview that

what the firm had im-
ported was “not garbage”

* but “low-grade fuel” —

Tngidrer § w = S0 ———
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Gobyerng .nalngultﬁ sa basurangAustralia -

basma*h‘mlaﬁﬂuﬁlﬁhng dalasabansa
kamakailan. Ang mgaitoay na. diumano

ngslueddedmmnpalwasle atnaka-hold ngayon
sa Mindamo Container Terminal sa Misamis

it semento ang iniulat
S i m%f%ﬂﬂdahmngmng

It elnanmmsamgao
mpjentoftrash.Weazeoffendedbyﬂthemﬂ Sinabini nilasa ong
notallow it Wewill send themback,” sinabini Panelo hlmpanlganalblyahe sa Australia ang

sapress saPaIasyosag:tmngmgalﬂatng pagnag-nusdeclm’edmg mpanya
2 “W willaIl cmselsa bea du mhﬂhm ot '
e ow ves to be a dumping pang mmpanm
gmmdoftrash,"gntmya "'l?l!:eay dbepmu

Ayon sa mga ulat, ilang containers ng . Genalynb. Kabiling :
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Australia gind.

Eos ‘ang problema ﬁg—
ol sam

ga basura na
galing sa Canada, may
panibagong basura na
naman ang nakarating
sa Pilipinas na nagmuila
s Anstilits
Sinabi sa report na
nakahimpil ngayon sa
Mindanao Container
Terminal sa Tagaloan,
isamis Oriental ang pi-
tong container na nag- .

- lalaman umano ng mga

hindi ordinaryong ba-
sura na galing Australia.

“Ito ang nakapasok
sa ating basura galing
Australia. Kayo ang hu-
musga kung ito ba ay
makabubuti o hindi sa
ating bayan, straight
from Australia,” ayon
kay John Simon, collec-
tor, Port of Tagoloan, Bu-

reau of Customs (BOC).

Napag-alaman na
ang broker ng natur-
ang shipment ay siya
ring broker ng mabhigit

1,000 to

mula na
Korea na dumating din

sa Tagoloan, Misamis

Oriental noong Hulyo at
Oktubre 2018. ;

Sinabi ni Presiden-
tial ﬁf"’m Salvador
Panelo

na nakakainsulto

ang ginagawa ng ibang
bansa ginagawang
tpalﬁunan ng basura ang
Pilipinas.

Hindi aniya papaya-

gan ng gobyerno na ma-

salaula ang bansa tulad

ng ginawa ng Canada

kaya’t ipap:
mga basura ng Australia.

Nagtataka si Panelo
kung paano nakakapasok
sa Pilipinas an% mga ba-

sura ng ibang bansa da-
hil rrﬁigpit na ipinag-

babawal ito ni Panguilong
rigo Duterte.
‘“That will be our
stance. It will be offen-
sive to this government
to be a recipient of trash
or ‘basura’. We are of-

them back,” ani Panelo.
May duda ang kali-
him na hindi idineklara
ang totoong laman ng
l;‘al'ngalgalcclntaim:r van kaya
alusot ang mga ba-
sura ng Australia.
Ipinatataka ni pane-

" lo kung bakit nakapapa-

sok na naman sa Pilipi-
nas ang mga ganitong uri
ng kon do gayong
ipinagbawal na ito ni Pa-
peing oyt
- Hinala ni Panelo, po-
sibleng hindi idineklara
ang totoong laman ng
mga container van na
ginaglalagyan ng mga

asura kaya dapat na
maparusahan ang mga

‘nag-import nito.

“As soon as we disco-
verthar,&zenwewﬂl%ﬁ
the same procedure. We
have the same stand. They
should be prosecuted,”

da Panelo. (Ai-
e
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INIUTOS kahapon ni Pangulong
Rodrigo Duterte sa mga kinau-
ukulang ahensiya ng gobyerno
na ibalik sa Australia ang pitong
container van ng basura na du-
mating sa bansa.

SUNDAN $A PAHINA 15

Mula sa pahina 16
Sinabi ni ~ Presiden-
tial Spokesman Salvador
Panelo na malinaw ang
paninindigan ng Pangulo
na hindi basurahan ang
Filipinas.

Nakaiinsulto  umano
ang ginawa ng Australia at
pambabastos sa ating so-
beranya. Kamakailan lang
ay nagalit ang Pangulo at
iniutos  ang pagpapabalik
sa Canada ng mga bas-
urang dinala sa Filipinas -
noong pang 2013.

Batay sa ulat nitong
Miyerkoles, nasa Min-
danao Container Termi-
nal sa Tagoloan, Misamis
Oriental ang pitong con-
tainer na naglalaman ng
mga basura ng Australia.

Nagtataka si Panelo
kung bakit nakapapasok
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sa bansa ang mga basura
gayong mahigpit ang
pagbabawal dito ng gob-
yerno.

Posible umanong
misdeclared = cargo ang
mga basura kaya naka-
pasok sa bansa.

Tiniyak nitong mana-
nagot sa batas ang si-
numang nasa likod ng
pagpasok ng panibagong
mga basura.

Ang naturang ship-
ment ay siya ring broker
ng mahigit 1,000 tonela-
dang basura mula naman
sa South Korea na duma-
ting din sa Tagoloan,

Misamis Oriental noong
mga buwan ng Hulyo at
Oktubre ng 2018.

Sa pagsusuri ay na-
tuklasan na ang laman ng
mga container ay “‘shred-
ded municipal waste” o
pinagpira-pirasong = ba-
sura na sinasabing na-
kadeklara sa Customs

pinrosesong basura. Ma-
tagal na umanong guma-
gamit ng PEF ang Holcim
kapalit ng coal fuel.

Sinabi naman ng Hol-
cim na ang basura ay
hindi maituturing na tala-
gang basura dahil ito ay
“low-grade fuel o pro-
cessed engineered fuel.

Isasailalim sa scien-
tific test ang naka-hold
na shipment para mala-
man kung ito ba ay PEF
o ordinaryong municipal
waste lamang.

Ang magiging resulta
ng pagsusuri ang magig-
ing basehan ng Bureau of
Customs upang matukoy
kung mayroong dapat

managot sa  pagpapa-
pasok ng mga basura gal-
ing Australia.

bilang “processed engi-

neered fuel” o PEF, at
municipal waste na ipi-
nasok ng cement compa-
ny na Holcim Philippines
Incorporated.

Ang PEF ay alter-
native fuel sa paggawa
ng semento na mula sa
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Nestlé teams up with Valenzuela

City to address plastlc waste

By: Anton delos Reyes

THE worsening state of climate
change in recent years has high-
lighted the need for people to
be fully aware of how our life-
styles impact the environment.
The world is approaching an
environmental catastrophe. Air
" pollution is choking cities while
solid wastes are clogging water-
ways and harming marine life.

There are initiatives both in
the private sector and the gov-
ernment to address pollution,
from cleanup drives to banning
plastic bags. But sustainable
solutions with a multi-faceted
approach have yct to be fully
implemented.

Nestlé Philippines has part-
nered with Valenzuela City, the
Department of Education, and
Green Antz Builders, Inc. to
implement a citywide plastics
recovery and repurposing pro-
gram targeting specifically plas-
tic laminates such as sachets and
used beverage cartons (UBCs)
— plastics that ate rarely recycled
and left unsegregated.

The partnership is one of
Nestlé’s initiatives to minimize
ecological impact with a goal
of plastic neutrality -- recov-
ering plastics equal to what it
produces. Countries and gov-
ernments are finding ways to

bring in infrastructure needed -

to recycle or process their cur-
rent waste. Meanwhile, indus-
tries are exploring alternative
delivery systems, other types
of packaging that can be used.

e

Notwithstanding
these developments,
there is a need to ac-
celerate action to ad-
dress the waste crisis.
Among other things,
for Nestlé that means
diverting wastes, es-
pecially plastics that
would otherwise go to
landfills and possibly
leak into the oceans
and waterways.

Barely a month
ago, Nestlé Philip-
pines representatives
first met with Va-
lenzuela City Mayor
Rexlon Gatchalian to
share the company’s
vision that none of
its waste ends up in
landfills or as litter,
recognizing the im-
portance of ensuring
that post-consumer
plastic waste is recov-
ered and ultimately
kept from entering the
environment.

Nestlé Philippines
had approached Va-
lenzuela City because
of the progressive

stance the city has taken

A street sweeper at work in Va!gnzggla City.

towards solid waste management.

The city utilizes over 70 trucks in

its doot-to-door trash collection
which goes to the transfer station
to be segregated. Plastics and other
recyclables are collected while one
model barangay’s biodegradable
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iestlé launches May BALIK! Sa PLASTIK! with Valenzuela City. Signing the MOU formalizing May BALIK! Sa PLASTIK! are (left to right)
tommel Benig, president of Green Antz Builders, Inc.; Rexlon Gatchalian, city mayor of Valenzuela; Kais Marzouki, Nestlé Philippines chair-
nan and CEO; and Dr. Benjamin D. Samson, assistant school division superintendent of DepEd Valenzuela.

waste is turned into compost in
their materials recovery facility
either for distribution to residents
ot trade for mote biodegradable
waste.

The company wanted a city
partner to run a pilot program
with and provide proof of concept
that can be replicated
in other cities. Thank-
fully, Valenzuela City
welcomed the Nestlé
proposal.

Under the program,
dubbed May BALIK!
Sa PLASTIK!, public
school students and
street sweepers of Va-
lenzuela City will be
able to exchange their
collected plastic lami-
nates such as sachets
fot school supplies and
Nestlé goods respec-
tively. Laminates and
UBCs with straws will
be collected. All they
have to do is for these
to be cleaned and dried
and placed in any used
container for weigh-
ing. The schools and

the barangays will have their own
designated booths. Students and
barangay street sweepers can go to
these booths to receive incentives
for every kilo and half-kilo that
they collect.

Beyond incentives, what the

program seeks is a change in the
behavior of consumers as to what
they do about wastes in daily life.
Valenzuela Mayor Rexlon
Gatchalian welcomes the initiative,
noting that Valenzuela is home to
many of the plastics manufactur-
ing companies in the Philippines.
“I don’t think I should ban
plastics in Valenzuela and neither
will the city council. You have to
remember that a big chunk of the
industries in Valenzuela are actu-
ally plastic manufacturers. Passing
an ordinance that will totally ban
plastics in the city would result in
the loss of thousands of jobs and
loss of tax revenues,’” he said.
“So my approach has always
been not about banning plastics,
but promoting the reuse and repur-
posing of plastics, recycling it for
other things. We never really had
a solution for the smaller plastics
before. Segregation is too time-

consuming for trash personnel
to see the value in laminates and
other residual plastics. In order to
change that mindset, we have to
incentivize by exchanging collected
laminates for something people
can use. We are now also teaching
people at an eatly age that there
is value in recycling, reusing, and
repurposing, Tt has to start with a
culture change and we are thank-
ful to Nestlé for coming into the
picture. We now have a trusted
brand that could help get us out
of the dilemma of plastic waste
management,” he added.

A portion of the collected
laminates and other residual plas-
tics will be put to use by Green
Antz, an innovative social enter-
prise that uses these materials to
manufacture alternative construc-
tion materials such as eco-bricks
which are much stronger and more
economical to use than traditional

‘hollow blocks. Nestlé has also

partnered with Republic Cement,
which will co-process the bulk of
plastic wastes collected under the
program. ‘

“We are creating a collabora-
tive platform where everybody

can help in'addressing this huge
waste problem. The good thing
about this program is that it cre-
ates an incentive system which
will eventually influence people
to treat waste as a resoutce,”
president and CEO' of Green
Antz Rommel Benig said.

For Nestlé, plastics are neces-
sary in ensuring the high quality
and safety of its products. The
company is deeply aware, how-
ever, that it has to do its share
in caring for the environment.
With the launch of the May BA-
LIK! §a PLASTIK! campaign,
the company aims to decrease
its waste footprint while teach-
ing the younger generation the
value of recycling and reusing
materials.

“We want to find a way to
create or test how we can make
a circular economy, a circular
movement of people finding
value in the collection and
reuse of plastics. We believe
that working with partners is
imperative in successfully shap-
ing a waste-free future,” Nestlé
Philippines chairman and CEO
Kais Marzouki said.
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A WOFIKEH sorts out assorted recyclable plastic ata jun s
to reduce plastic wastes in the country that cause serious

The Philippines generatas 2.7 million tons
ofplasuc waste annually and 20 percent — or
half a million tons — of that leaks into oceans
whichmake the country the world's third largest

- ocean polluter despite a waste management %

det coming into effect 18 years ago.

. Despite this tag, steps are being taken or
programs being formulated to ensure that
the nation and its people will be educated
regarding the proper disposal of plastic
wastes

- In Na,gcarlan Laguna, its Sa.nggmuang

-Kabataan (SK) kicked off an awareness and

incentive program, dubbed as "Pctht Plastic
Bottle Sa.rKsa.rl Store,” which aims to regulate

: plasﬁic usage and encourage proper dlsposal

of waste through recycling,

The youth council’s project has
then received cheers and praises
online, amassing more than 5,000
Facebook reactions and above

110,000 shares.

The project is set to give residents school
supp]ies in exchange for 1L.5liter and 1.75 liter
plastic bottles. According to the SK council of

Baangay Bailad Fcebok e, o en

initiative is meant to help provide students
in the community with school materials as

the opening of classes for the new acadenuc

year draws near.

“Proyektong pang-edukasyon at'
panykahkasanf Kapalit ng plastic
bottle niyo ay mya school supplies para
sa nazalaptt na pasukan the group
announced.

The youth council explained that two plastic
bottles can be,exchanged for one notebook,
one bottle is enough for a sharpener, a?pah' of
plastic bottles is required to get a pencil, and
four plastic bottles can be exchanged for a box
of eight crayons. ~

The youth council’s pro_]ecthas ived

 cheers and praises online, amassing more
~ than 5,000 Facebook reactions and 10,000
plus shares.

But this is not the first time such a
program was formulated, as in February,

;BarangayTartaﬁam Silang, Cavite also came
up with a project that would give locals a

kilogram of rice in exchange for a kilogram
of plastic, which also quickly went viral.

hop in Manila. Programs are already being. done by local government unlts
damage to the environment both during its product|on and disposal. AFP
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Solar panels to be placed
in 146 public schools in QC

Quezon City (QC) Mayor Her-

bert M. Bautista plans to install so-

lar panelsin all of the city’s 146 pub-
lic schools to save on utility bills.

With the utility bills expected
to soar due to the additional class-
rooms builtby the city government,
Bautista said expense saving mea-
sures should be in the offing,

He issued the statement dur- :

ing the Local School Board meet-
ing where it was reported the city
government had already con-
structed an adequate mimber of
classrooms and buildings to cope
with the increasing number of en-
rollees in public schools.
“Because of the number of
school buildings and classrooms
we've built and we'll be build-
ing, tataas din yung electricity
bills (our electric bills will rise).
That's why it is also a thrust to
solarize the 146 schools in QC s0
that when the electricity bill is re-
duced, their savings can be used

' for other education programs,”

Bautista Sald ;
' The,plan is in line with the

¥ using alternative and renewable
_ sources of energy such as solar

power.

n 2017, the Quezon City gov-
ernment installed solar panels
in three buildings in Common-
wealth High School. :

Last November, the C40 cit-

jes Finance Facility - a network

of cities committed to taking

action against climate change —
-pledged to help QC install solar

panels in 50 public schools.
“Undeniably, that is the fu-
ture of Quezon City. I hope that
happens in the next admmlsira—
tion,” he added.
The city has initiated

_ various programs for climate

change mitigation such as the
creation of the Local Climate
Change Action Plan that iden-
tified sectors that emit more

_greenhouse gases (GH®) and

consume more energy. .

The city also started to pro-
mote green transport by pur-
chasing electronic incycles and
electronic ]eepneys and is set to

* build its own waste-to-energy
‘plant as part of its green waste

management program.

city’s initiative to be “greener” by
£ ;
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EDC seeks perks on geothermal projects

GEOTHERMAL leader Energy Devel- bon emissions and greenhouse gases in
opment Corp. urged the government t0 the atmosphere can be addressed if the
grant incentives to the development of energy sector moves toward power gen-
geothermal energy to provide not only eration from cleaner sources,” he said.
clean and reliable power but also jobs Coal accounted for more than 50
and livelihood to local communities. percent of the country’s energy mix n
“The Philippines has vast geother- 2018, he said.

mal potential. To spur the development “For the longest time, coal has been
of this untapped geothermal potential, the baseload power of choice, due to
we urge the government to incentivize _the misconception that it is cheap. The
the development of geothermal,” EDC truth is coal has externalities in addition
president Richard Tantoco LV IE—— ,téa.»the ex-plant price and these have not
P R e gecthemma s heholy gl been priced nto the llusory fleast cost
of renewable energy” being the cleanest, - equation,” said Tantoco. '
most reliable and readily available. . . 'He said that as much as 90 percent
" He said in contrast, coal power genera- ~ of coal utilized ‘in Philippine energy
tion was identified as the greatest contribu-  production was imported, placing the
tor to climate change with almost 61 percent country under the mercy of volatile for-

of global carbon emissions coming from ' eign currency movements.

energy and ind processes. Tantoco said the growth in demand
He said a simple pivot to renewable and advancements in technology such

energy sources could mitigate the cli- ~ as energy storage had led to renew-

'mate change problem. ~ able energy becoming increasingly

" “As much as 93 percent of total car- _cheaper. Alena Mae S. Flores -
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~ (limate change can be reversed,
DiCaprio’s ‘lce on Fire’ claims

By Hazel Ward

"WE don't need advanced technol-
ogy, Mother Nature has seaweeds and
shellfish which sequester five times
more carbon than land-based plants,"
said Bren Smith, winching a glisten-
ing haul of glossy brown kelp out of
thesea.

A fisherman turned "steward of
the sea" who runs a restorative ocean
farm growing seaweed and farm-
ing shellfish, Smith is one of dozens
of characters who appear in "lce on
Fire," an eye-opening environmental
documentary at Cannes film festival.

Produced by Hollywood star Leon-
ardo.DiCaprio and directed by Leila
Conners;- who worked together on
2007 climate documentary "The 11th
Hour," the film offers a fascinating

look at the innovations and people

working to significantly reduce car-
bon in the atmosphere.

Take kelp. Not only does it soak up
five times more carbon than plants on
land, it is one of the fastest growing
plants on earth and can be widely used
for everything from food to fertilizer
and even animal feed. .

"If you provide a seaweed diet to
cows, you get a 90 percent reduction
in methane. output,” said Smith, in

‘what could play a key role in reducing

the huge quantities of methane pro-
duced by livestock, a greenhouse gas
that is 25 times more potent than CO2.

For Conners, it was learning about
the properties of kelp and other inno-
vations that provided the biggest sur-
prise in putting together the film.

"If you plant kelp in 9 percent of
global waters, you can reduce global
emissions by 50 percent," she told

(limate change...

From A4

"Climate change can be reversed if
we act now," DiCaprio said.
- There are two ways of doing that:
either stopping greenhouse gases
entering the atmosphere, or bring-
ing CO2 levels back down through
photosynthesis, by which carbon is
extracted from the air and put it back
into the earth in a process known as

"drawdown."

And "Ice on Fire" focuses on the

latter.

"How we get out of this is by very
practical action," said Conners.

"We went to people who were practi-
cally solving this rather than just talking
about it," the American director added.

In California, enormous redwood

reporters in Cannes, flagging other
innovations like the development of
biochar [charcoal produced from plant
matter] and a Swiss-made direct air
capture machine.

"And that's completely doable."

There are solutions

Even though warnings about cli-
mate catastrophe grow ever louder, the
film argues, the world is still spending
hundreds of billions of dollars every
year to subsidize the very fossil fuels
that are causing the planet to overheat.

"Excess carbon creates climatic
disruption, it changes the weather
patterns and life support systems that
society relies on to survive," said the
voiceover by DiCaprio, long an envi-
ronmental activist.

But the film goes beyond the cur-
rent narrative. '

Tumto A5

have accelerated climate disru?tion-
because of the melting of the Arctic

. and we have the rapid innovation to

wondered.

address this problem," Conners said.
"But are we going to take these
technologies to scale in time to avert
- the worst of what can happen?" she

"There are solutions, the question
is: will we use them?"

As well as the narration, DiCap-
rio had constant input into the film's

production, "giving notes, scene by

scene",

Conners told AFP, but de-

clined to give further detail.

And change won't cost the earth -
although the price of stalling might.

"We need to grow up and become
adults as a human civilization. It's like
being diagnosed with a disease, you
get the medicine and you say: "Well,

trees, which absorb more carbon than
any trees on Earth, play akey role ina
reforestation project that also creates
biochar, a form of charcoal that can

I don't really want to take it, it's too
much money.' And you just die."

But the main message to get across
was that many people were already

store CO2 for long periods, enhanc- helping.
ing soil quahty and helping it retain  "There are millions of people who
water, in a major boost for agriculture.  are solving this problem," she said.

AndasmallSmsscompanyhasde—
veloped a "direct air capture” machine
which extracts carbon dioxide from the
air which can then be reused as energy.

We need to grow up "And that, to me, is the first really

"We have two stones nght now, we  helpful sign." A.FP

"That's what's so fascinating about
drawdown. It would be great if gov-
ernments participated but we don't
need them necessarily.



i

W4IIIIF

B b UPPER PAGE 1 BANNER EDITORIAL  CARTOON

Qa STRATEGIC

& COMMUNICATION s G

ez [NITIATIVES

L SERVICE
-

PAGE LOWER

24 MAY 2019

DATE

TITLE : PAGE 1/




e e 7 oY e SR

THIE o

N STRATEGIC
& COMMUNICATION
gt INITIATIVES
P e AT

el SERVICE

-

TITLE :

ILIPPINE

DOST chief remains

highest paid Cabinet
secretary

By ELIZABETH MARCELO |

Science and Technology Secretary
Fortunato dela Pefia has retained his
spot as the highest paid member of
President Duterte’s Cabinet, a report
by the Commission on Audit (COA)

~showed. SHEA SO

- Based on the COA’s “Report on
Salaries and Allowances” or ROSA
of government officials for 2018, Dela
Pefia received P4.138 million, consist-
ing of P2.378 million as basic salary,
P24,000 as additional compensation

and honorarium, P888,768 in allow-
ances, P496,463 in bonuses, P336,000

as discretionary funds and for miscel-
laneous expenses, and an additional

! P14,432 from “prior years’ adjustment.”.
Dela Pefia also topped the ROSA list

for 2017 with total pay of P3.292 million.

The 2018 ROSA list includes 8,625
officials from 989 national government
agencies (NGAs), government-owned
and controlled corporations (GOCCs),
state universities and colleges (SUCs)
and water districts.

Turn to Page 10
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DOST rompege

Excluded from the report

were elected government of-
ficials such as the president,
senators and con en..
....Closely behind Dela Pefia
was Education Secretary Leonor
Briones with total pay of P3.95
million from P2.68 million in
2017 when she placed 20th on
the list.

Health Secretary Francisco
Dugue III landed in third spot
with P3.715 million from P1.757
million in 2017.

Duque replaced former
health secretary Paulyn Ubial
in November 2017.

In fourth spot was Finance
Secretary Carlos Dominguez
IIT with a total pay of P3.706
million from P2.730 million in
2017 when he was in 17th place.

Meanwhile, despite a slight
increase in his pay as energy sec-
retary, Alfonso Cusi slid to fifth
place with P3.529 million from
second in 2017 when he took
home a total of P3.209 million.

The COA report, however,
showed that Cusi also received
additional compensation from
the National Electrification Ad-
ministration (NEA) amounting
to P312,800 as its board chair-
man and from the National
Transmission Corp. (TransCo)
amounting to 353,000 as board
vice-chairman.

Transportation Se Ar-
thur Tu pa%e was sk%d;ghest
paid Cabinet member for 2018
with P3.527 million, while Ex-
ecutive Salvador Me-
dialdea and Labor Secretary Sil-
vestre Bello I1l got P3,492,189.18
and P3,492,144.97, respectively.

Agriculture Secretary Em-
manuel Pifiol landed in ninth
spot with P3.491 million, fol-
lowed by chief presidential
legal counsel and spokesman
Salvador Panelo with P3.489
million.

Duterte’s other Cabinet
members and the salaries and
allowances they received in
2018 are:

11. Trade Secretary Ramon
Lopez — P3.468 million

12, Budget Secretary Benja-
min Diokno — P3.442 million

13. Agrarian Reform Secre-

John Castriciones — P3.434
on

14. Defense Secretary Delfin
Lorenzana — P3.412 million

15. Public Works Secretary
Mark Villar — P3.371 million

~ 16. Economic Planning Sec-
retary Ernesto Pernia — P3.35

n:ﬂ%wn

7. Environment Secretary

Roy Cimatu — P3.329 million
18. National Security Council

(NG Adirvartar ocenoral Hor

mogenes Esperon Jr. — P3.321
million

19. Presidential Communica-
tions Operations Office (PCOO)
Secretary Martin Andanar —
P3.292 million i

20. Metropolitan Manila De-
velopment Authority chairman
Danilo Lim — P3.140 million

21. Presidential Adviser on
the Peace Process Jesus Dureza
—P3.081 million

22. Information and Com-
munications Technology Acting
Secretary Eliseo Rio Jr. — P2.928
million :

23. National Anti-Poverty
Commission secretary Liza
Maza — P2,890 million (Janu-
ary to November 2018); Noel
Felongco—P437,737.10 (Decem-
ber 2018)

24 Justice Secretary Menardo
Guevarra—P2.866 million (April
to December 2018); Vitaliano
Aguirre — P995,066.89 (January
to March 2018) :

25. Political Adviser (former)
Francis Tolentino — P2.764 mil-
lion

26. Former Cabinet Secretary:
Leoncio Evasco Jr. — P2.723 mil-
lion

27. Former presidential
spokesman Harry Roque Jr.
— P2.706 million (January to
October 2018)

26, Former foreign affairs
secretary Alan Peter Cayetano
~P2.702,099.33 (January to Sep-
tember 2018); Foreign
Teodoro Locsin Jr. - P812,049.16
(October to December 2018)

27. Interior Secretary Edu-
ardo Afio —P2.65 million

28. Former presidential as-

- sistant Christopher Go - P2.632

million

29. Tourism Secretary Ber-
nadette Romulo-Puyat — P2.115
million (May to December 2018);
former secre Wanda Tulfo-
Teo—P1.192 million (January to
April, 2018)

B(zf Hight;r' education secre-

ormer) Julian Pros de

t\%erél I1-P923,942.89 (Octptfligr to
December 2018)

31. Technical Education

Secretary Isidro Lapefia —

P501,293.04 (November to De-
cember 2018) ; Guiling Mamon-
diong — P2,786,972.00 (January
to October 2018)

32. (Former) Presidential
Commission for the Urban
Poor chairman Noel Felongco
— P1.792 million (January to
October 2018) ; Alvin Feliciano
- P232,217.36 (November to
December 2018) ;

33. Social Welfare Secretary
Rolando Joselito Bautista —

P368,055.74 (November to De-
roamhbor 2R
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A LAW EACH DAY
: [Keeps Trptlble Away]

JOSE C. SISON
—

e Suspicious and
intriguing developments

eople cannot really help but :
be intrigued and somewhat
~exasperated at the recent in-
cident involving former Supreme
Court Justice and ex Ombudsman
Conchita Carpio Morales. Based
on reports in the papers and on
her own account, Justice Morales
was detained by the Hong Kong |
Immigration authorities for more
than four hours during her recent trip there together
with her family. No reason at all was given by the Im-
migration people, although some HK airport officials -
said that it was an “instruction” from somebody they
did not identify. According to the former Ombudsman
herself, she kept asking the HK Immigration people
the reason for ﬁer detention and they only answered
ambjguously, “for immigration reason.” _
/lt)ig%u quite obvious however that such move is due
to the complaint filed by Morales and former Foreign
Affairs Secretary Albert del Rosario, last March 13, 2019
together with a group of fishermen against China’s
President Xi Jinping before the International Criminal
Court (ICC) for “crimes against humanity” or for the
massive and environmental destruction in the West
Philippine Sea in connection with China's reclamation
activities in said area. 3
Morales and Del Rosario filed said case against Xi
Jinping apparently because of the inaction of the Philip-
pine government itself regarding such environmentally
destructive activities. It is quite clear that there is really
a cause for such action V\%\lc‘h the government itself
should have pursued. The very least the government
could have done here is that when Morales and Del
Rosario filed said case, it should have joined them and
assisted them. Such inaction once more confirmed
Duterte’s fear of China and its military might that he
first manifested when he refused to enforce the deci-
'sion of The Ha
Shoal as part of
claim that it is in the Sou :
wise concluding that Duterte 'és really favoring China
at the expense of the country’s own interest as shown
by the influx of numerous Chinese workers without
the necessary permits to work here.

e Court declaring the Scarborough #;gr
e Phil_i_pgline territory despite China’s
China Sea: People are like-:'

“I'his conclusion or observation of our people about
Duterte’s favorable treatment of China is again shown
by seeming indifference and lack of reaction from
Malacanang on the detention of the ex Ombudsman
and former Supreme Court Justice Carpio-Morales in
HK without any known and valid reason. It must be
pointed here that the former government official in-
volved here had previously occupied highly important
and quite powerful positions. Aside from being a for-

_merjustice of the Supreme Court, Morales also became
an Ombudsman which has the rank of chairman of a
Constitutional Commission. In fact the Ombudsman
is considered as the “Protector of the People” against
public officials for abuse or impropriety in the perfor-
mance of their duties or for inefficiency, mismanage-
ment, fraud and corruption in government among

_others (Please see Article XI Sections 8,9,10, 12 and 13
Constitution). Hence the President himself should have
at least expressed his indignation or file a diplomatic
protest for such rude treatment of the former Ombuds-
man. Malacanang’s silence and apparent indifference
to this shameful and disgusting incident are indeed
quite reprehensible and highly deplorable.

The positive aspect of this bullying incident is its
opposite effect on Morales. As she said, such incident
“keeps us more resolved to pursue the case, to bring
the level of the case to crescendo.” It is indeed eneour-
aging to note here that this HK incident has brought
to limelight and has aroused the interest of the people
in the case filed by Morales and del Rosario. A lot of
people will now really follow up and find out what
will happen to the case.

On another note, while I am writing this column,
news have come out of social media that Peter Joemel
Advincula, the self confessed “Bikoy” who first dared
to expose the involvement of the Duterte family in il-
legal drugs, has once more come out of hiding and is
now in police custody. My immediate reaction to this
latest news is the complete turn around of “Bikoy”
from his previous revelations.’He is now telling us
that the opposition is behind the series of videos which
went viral and that the same was for the purpose of
ousting Duterte before his term ends. He even claimed
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leged fraud and irregularity.

“Fraud and irregularity are
presupposed in an action for re-
conveyance of property. The party
seeking to recover the property
must prove, by clear and con-,
vincing evidence, that he or she
is entitled to the property, and
that the adverse party has com-
mitted fraud in obtaining his or
her title. Allegations of fraud are
not enough. Intentional acts to
deceive and deprive another of
his right, or in some manner in-
jure him, must be specifically al-
leged and proved. In the absence
of any proof, the complaint for
reconveyance cannot be granted.

“Furthermore, we sustain the
Court of Appeals’ finding that
petitioners failed to adequately
prove their claim over the property
against respondent, The testimo-.
nies of their witnesses and the tax
declaration issued in 1948 without
tax receipts are not sufficient to
overcome the presumption of va-
lidity of patents and titles as well
as the presumption of regularity in
the performance of official duties
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Dear PAO,

My mother obtained a free patent
covering a certain land in 1985.

When she was still alive, she al-
lowed her cousin fo stay on a por-
tion of the land. After the demise
of her cousin, the latter’s heirs
claimed that they were the real
owners of the land and wanted
me to reconvey the land to them.
They presented a tax declaration
issued in the name of their mother
in 1970; they also have a certifica-
tion from the Department of En-
vironment and Natural Resources
(DENR) stating that the records
pertaining to the applicalion of my
mother cannot be found. Accord-
ing to them, the tax declaration
was enough to prove their owner-
ship and that the said certification
was also sufficient to prove that
my mother's title was fraudulently
obtained. Are they correct?

g Betilda
Dear Betilda,

The free patent or original cer-
tificate of title issued in the name
of your mother is conclusive
against all persons. This finds

of the government o’fﬁces respon-
sible for the issuance.”

Applying the above- quoted
decision in your situation, the
statement of the heirs of your
mother’s cousin is not correct.
In fact, they cannot substantiate
their ownership or claim over the
land, which you inherited from
your mother. The tax declaration
they presented is not a conclusive
proof of ownership, while the
certification issued by the DENR
that no records were found in
that office is not enough to prove
that the free patent issued to your
mother was fraudulent.

We hope that we were able to
answer your queries. This advice is
based solely on the facts you have
narrated and our appreciation of
the same. Our opinion may vary
when other facts are changed or
elaborated.

Editor’s note: Dear PAO is a daily
column of the Public Attorney’s
Office, Quesnons for Chief Acosta
may be sent to deazpao@mamia—
times.net

support under Section 31 of the
Presidential Decree 1529 or the
“Property Reglstratmn Decree,”
which states that:

“The decree of re_gistratjon shall
bind the land and quiet title

thereto, subject only to such excep- :

tions or liens as may be provided
by law. [t shall be conclusive upon
and against all persons, including
the national government and all
branches thereof, whether men-
tioned by name in the application
or notice, the same being included
in the general description ‘to
whom it may concern.”

The tax declaration issued in
1970 is not an evidence of owner-
ship. This is in consonance with
the case of Palali vs Awisan (GR
158385, Feb. 12, 2010, Ponente;
Associate Justice Mariano del
Castillo), where the Supreme
Court declared that “xxx. Tax dec-
larations, by themselves, are not
conclusive evidence of ownership
of real property.”

Further, the DENR certification
stating that no records were found

in that office is not enough to

DEAR PAO
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prave the allegation of fraud. In
the case of the Heirs of Teodora
Loyola vs Court of Appeals and
Alicia Loyola (GR 188658, Jan. 11,
2017), the Supreme Court through
Associate Justice Maryic Mario Vic-
tor Leonen stated:

“However, these certifications
contain no explicit statement that
respondent did not comply with
the requirements for patent appli-

“cation. What was certified, rather, =

was that the requested documents
were not to be found in their
particular office. Some of these
certifications even refer to other
offices where the documents may
be found. There is no categorical
statement that the documents do
not exist,

“Such certifications are not
enough to prove respondent s al-

Proof of ownershlp
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Mangrove tree planting. Repre-
sentatives of M Lhuillier's OPEC Norte
region participated in a mangrove tree
rehabilitation activity in Sta. Rosa,
Ollango Island in Cebu early this year.
This mangrove tree rehabilitation was
. done in collaboration with the Olango
Island Eco-Tour Association (OIETA).
- Environmental protection and aware-
ness remains to be a key component
in M Lhuillier's mission in improving
the lives of the Filipino people. Key
employees of M thuillier's OPEC and
officials of the OIETA participated in
the activity to aid in coastal protection
during strong winds and typhoons.




